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Eardisland Open Gardens took place on Saturday 19
th

 and Sunday 20
th

 June. The 
weather was kind and many visitors enjoyed the nine gardens opened. The 

picture is of the fabulous garden at Glan Arrow, courtesy of Christopher and 
Lotty James.
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SERVICES AT CHURCH OF ST MARY THE VIRGIN, EARDISLAND 
 
 
SUNDAY 18 JULY - 9.30AM – HOLY EUCHARIST 
 
SUNDAY 25 JULY - 9.30AM – HOLY EUCHARIST 
 
SUNDAY 1 AUGUST - 9.30AM – HOLY EUCHARIST 
 
SUNDAY 8 AUGUST - 9.30AM – MATINS 
 
SUNDAY 15 AUGUST - 9.30 AM – HOLY EUCHARIST 
 
SUNDAY 22 AUGUST - 9.30AM – HOLY EUCHARIST 
 
SUNDAY 29 AUGUST - 11AM – BENEFICE EUCHARIST AT 
AYMESTREY 
 
SUNDAY 5 SEPTEMBER - 9.30AM – HOLY EUCHARIST 
 
SUNDAY 12 SEPTEMBER - 6.30PM – SONGS OF PRAISE 
 
SUNDAY 19 SEPTEMBER - 9.30AM – HOLY EUCHARIST 
 
SUNDAY 26 SEPTEMBER - 9.30AM – HOLY EUCHARIST 

 
 

Rector: Reverend Dr. Rob Taylor 
The Rectory, Kingsland, 

Tel: 01568 708255 
 
Churchwardens: 
     Mrs S Askew                              Dr A Hoda 
    The Granary                               Arrow Lawn    

Tel: 01544 388637                    Tel: 01544 388131 
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EDITORIAL 
 
There seems to be much activity in the village this year what with the successful 
opening of the shop, the various activities associated with the church appeal, the 
Open Gardens weekend – blessed with especially fine weather this year, the 
establishment of the new Rector, the Twinning Association visit to La Vieille Lyre 
(more on this in September), the Bowling Club season, Village in Bloom, and so 
on. All of these are reported in this magazine; it’s an impressive list for a small 
village. 
 Looking at an important change which will affect many in the village, 
the date for digital switchover for televisions has been announced for this region 
– April 2011. This means that, if you don’t already have digital, your television 
will not work after that date. Your choices are a satellite dish (Sky or Freesat) or 
a ‘digibox’ (Freeview) which receives the digital signal and converts it for existing 
analogue televisions. You may need a new aerial or to have your present one 
adjusted. Given that VAT will increase in the New Year 2011, you may wish to 
make some plans well in advance. There are reliable specialists around here who 
should advise you for free, or if you have a neighbour with digital you may wish 
to ask of their experiences. If you are thinking of changing to a new digital TV, 
bear in mind that many now come with Freeview (the box) built in, and some 
come with Freesat built in. To confuse matters even more, Freesat HD (High 
Definition) and Freeview HD are now coming onto the market. You have been 
warned! (This does not apply to radio – yet) 

Chris Bivand
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EARDISLAND VILLAGE DIARY 2010 
 

Thursday 22
nd

 July PC meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Saturday 24
th

 July Open Garden at Black Barns 

Saturday 14
th

 August  BBQ at Hardwick House 

Saturday 21
st

 August  Children’s Pirate and Princess Party 

28
th

/29
th

/30
th

 August Eardisland Festival 

Sunday 29
th

 August  Duck Races 

Saturday 4
th

 September Village Show 

Thursday 9
th

 September PC meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

10
th

/11
th

/12
th

 September Flower Festival 

Saturday 18
th

 September  Curry Supper, VH 

Friday 1
st

 October Harvest Festival and Harvest Supper 

Thursday 28
th

 October PC meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Saturday 30
th

 October  Halloween Party 

Tuesday 23
rd

 November  Christmas Bingo 

 Thursday 25
th

 November  PC meeting, VH, 7.30pm  

Saturday 11
th

 December Christmas Dinner 

11
th

/12
th

 June 2011 Open Gardens 

 
PARISH MAGAZINE DATES 2010 
 

Copy Date Projected distribution date 

Friday 3
rd

 September Friday 24
th

 September 

Friday 12
th

 November Friday 3
rd

 December 

 
URGENT - EARDISLAND PARISH MAGAZINE, LOWER BURTON  
 
We are currently without a 
volunteer to deliver the parish 
magazine to the nine residences in 
this area. Derek Wareham kindly 
volunteered to take on the task for 
the May and July issues, but 
unfortunately, despite an insert 
appeal in the May magazine, a 
permanent volunteer has yet to 

come forward. Sadly, unless I hear 
from such a person before the 
September issue, then those 
residents will in future have to 
collect their copy from the desk at 
St Mary's church. If you are able to 
help, please call me on 388097. 
 

Many thanks, 
Phil Milchard 
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OBITUARY - JUDY WALLETT 
 
Judy was from Bristol but met 
Dennis while working in the fashion 
industry in Walsall. She was an 
accomplished artist and went on to 
run her own business making and 
designing wedding dresses. 

Judy & her family moved 
into Eardisland in the 1980’s and 
Judy took over the Post Office and 
shop. They all very soon became 
part of village life and Judy was a 
well liked and trusted postmistress, 
always a smile and a helpful word. 
She became secretary of the village 
hall committee and was involved in 
all our fund-raising activities. We 
remember well her appearances in 
“Not the 9 o’clock news” and as 
one of the “Turnips” with Dennis as 
Tina Tuner. 

When they moved to be 
nearer Dennis’ work in Pontilas, we 
all missed her greatly.  Whilst there, 
Judy started doing the very delicate 
job of “tinting” valuable old prints 
by hand. When they retired they 
moved to Newport where they 
enjoyed “messing about on boats”.  

Unfortunately Judy was 
taken ill and battled for a long time 
against her illness. She finally 
passed away on June 18

th
 and her 

cremation was in Narbeth on June 
30

th
. I and many others were 

pleased to be friends with such a 
generous and genuine lady. 
   
 Goodbye Judy  

Gill Richards 
 
VILLAGE HALL IS CLOSING DOWN 
 
The hall will be closed just for two 
weeks at the beginning of August 
so that the large hall can be 
redecorated. At long last we have 
managed to save enough to repaint 
the hall. 

The first event after it 
reopens will be a party for Fairies 
and Pirates etc. which will be on 
August 21st. Watch out for details 
on the notice board. 

Next comes the annual 
Duck Race on the August Bank 
Holiday Sunday. The first race starts 

at 2.30pm with good money prizes 
and other side stalls. The ducks will 
be going off for a training  session 
at Aymestry in the middle of July. 
Their trainer will be somebody call 
“Fabio Capello”! 

In September we will be 
holding a Curry Supper with various 
curries to suit all tastes, the date 
will be Saturday September 18

th
,  

7pm start. 
We hope to see you at one 

of these events. 

 
Gill Richards E.V.H.C. Chairman 
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OPEN GARDENS WEEKEND 2010 
 
What a tremendous weekend! 

The weekend of 19
th

 and 
20

th
 June was sunny from start to 

finish and the nine gardens that 
were open all looked very beautiful. 
Over 450 people came to visit the 
village and see the gardens, to 
consume the teas and lunches 
provided by the Village Hall 
Committee and the ladies of the 
W.I., and to enjoy the whole event. 

We have always 
appreciated that some of our 
visitors come from some way away, 
often year after year. The fame of 
our Open Gardens Weekend has 
really spread as there were some 
visitors who heard about the event 
as far away as Fiji! Those who come 
regularly say that they see different 
flowerings, new beds and planting 
every year even in gardens that are 
open each year. There is always 
something of interest and new 
things to see. 

This year it was a very 
successful weekend and the Village 
Hall and the Parish Church will both 
profit, receiving over £1000 each. 
This is the biggest fundraising event 
that both organisations run each 
year and is vital for their upkeep. 
This year also a sum of £200 will be 
donated to St Michael’s Hospice. 

None of this would have 
been possible without the efforts of 
so many people who helped – all 
those who produced the 
marvellous refreshments, the ticket 
sellers, the parishioner who so 
kindly prepared the tickets for 
printing, those who helped to 
advertise the event by preparing 
circulars and posters, and also the 
planning and preparation involved 
in erecting the notices and numbers 
and taking them down at the end. 

Of course none of this 
would have been possible without 
the actual gardens and we are 
indebted to all the garden owners 
who welcomed so many visitors to 
their gardens, who worked so very 
hard before the event and many of 
whom were there in person to talk 
with their visitors. 

The whole weekend was 
very successful, not only because of 
the money raised but also because 
all our visitors – and also we hope 
our helpers and garden owners - 
enjoyed themselves, making it a 
happy event for all. 

The Village Hall 
Management Committee and the 
PCC would like to say a very big 
thank you to all who took part in 
any way.  

 
 
Serena Askew                                                                                    Gill Richards 
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KINGSLAND AND EARDISLAND HOSPICE SUPPORT GROUP 
  
£200 has been raised from the 
Eardisland Open Gardens Weekend 
for St Michael's Hospice, for which 
we are very grateful.  

Our big event in the village 
is the usual coffee morning to be 
held at The Tea Rooms, Eardisland 
on Thursday 9th September from 
10am to 12 noon.  We hope as 
many of you as possible will be able 
to attend, both to enjoy the event 
and to make as much money as 
possible. There will be various stalls 
selling hospice goods, plants, 
preserves, cakes and bring and buy. 
Our thanks to Barry and Kathleen 
for providing the venue for us yet 
again. 

We are having a street 
collection in Leominster on Friday 
3rd September and would 
be pleased to have as many 
volunteers as possible, as the more 

people we have collecting the more 
money we can make! Please 
contact one of us if you can 
spare an hour or two. 

By the time you read this 
the "Hospice Angels" will have 
visited Kingsland (on Saturday 10th 
July) in their tour of all the churches 
in Herefordshire which are 
dedicated to St Michael.  They are a 
group of bikers who raise large 
amounts of money for St Michael's 
Hospice. A lunch is being provided 
in the church and the bells will ring 
to announce their imminent arrival. 
Hopefully this event will add to our 
yearly total.  It was arranged at 
short notice so we apologise if you 
were not aware of it.  
  
Thanks again for your continuing 
support. 

 Dorothy Brown 
Beryl Hoda 

Annie Mitchell  
 

 

 

 
OPEN GARDEN AT BLACK BARNS ON SATURDAY 24TH JULY 
 
From 10am - 4 p.m.  Model railway trains will be running, weather permitting. 
Refreshments will be served all day so just pop in anytime. 

This is a fund-raiser for EARDISLAND BOWLING CLUB which is hoping to 
have new facilities. 
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EARDISLAND COMMUNITY SHOP 
 
The shop continues to do well and 
has created a lot of interest given 
the unique situation within the 
Dovecote. As well as features in the 
Hereford Times there was also 
national coverage in Country Life 
and the July edition of 
Herefordshire Life carries a double 
page feature as well as other items 
on Eardisland. 
 We were able to secure a 
number of complimentary copies of 
Herefordshire Life, these will be 
available, free of charge, on a first 
come first served basis from the 
shop. 
 One of our key aims is to 
support local produce and local 
producers and to date we source 

products from over 35 such 
suppliers. 
 Keeping the shop open for 
the current hours advertised is still 
a challenge and we do need more 
volunteers, an hour here or there 
can make all the difference to us. It 
has been pointed out that if you 
haven’t worked in a shop before 
then the thought of using a till can 
be quite daunting. To this end we 
have been holding ‘till training’ 
sessions and some of our current 
volunteers are “buddying up” with 
new volunteers. Don’t be put off, 
we are happy to assist where we 
can. 
 Thanks for your continued 
support. 

 
The first Annual General Meeting of shareholders/members was held in the 
Village Hall on the evening of 8 July 2010. 

The meeting was attended by 32 of the membership which now 
exceeds 150. 

Although the shop did not open until March 2010 the business was 
registered with the Financial Services Authority (FSA) in September 2009 and 
had some income and expenditure.  

The FSA mandated that the year end for the business would be 31 
December and that accounts needed to be submitted for the year 2009. 

The members were shown the accounts and a resolution was passed to 
adopt the accounts. 

A resolution was passed to allow the business to submit “Unaudited 
Accounts, Independently Examined” as allowed for in the Rules of the 
Association and meeting the requirements of the FSA. 

All members of the committee, with the exception of Ruth Brinton-
Bivand, stood for re-election for a further year and a resolution to re-elect was 
unanimously agreed. 

The Chairman then gave a brief update on progress in the current year. 
Albert Sheffield 

Chair, Eardisland Community Shop Association 
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RIDE & STRIDE 2010 

Would you like a healthy day out?  
Or perhaps you would be prepared 
to sponsor one for someone else?  

The annual Ride & Stride 
event in aid of Herefordshire 
Historic Churches Trust takes place 
on Saturday September 11

th
 and 

your help would be appreciated. 
This is an annual event 

when volunteers either cycle or 
walk from church to church within 
the Hereford Diocese. They plan 
the number of churches they visit 
themselves and when they arrive at 
each church they sign in (and 
perhaps have a little refreshment 
too!) before continuing. They are 
often welcomed by a local to sign 
them in at the churches they visit. 
They seek sponsorship from those 
perhaps less athletic who are not 

participating themselves. The 
money raised is divided between 
the Historic Churches Trust, who 
help to maintain churches around 
the Diocese, and a church of their 
choice. 

For the last few years only 
one person from Eardisland – David 
Cope – has undertaken this, cycling 
around different routes. David is 
seeking sponsorship – whatever 
sum you can manage – or indeed if 
anyone would like to join him they 
will be welcome.  

If you would like more 
information or can sponsor David 
for the event please contact Dian 
Cope on 388317 for a form.  Dian 
herself will be in the bell tower of 
St Mary’s on the day to welcome 
arriving riders or striders.  

 
THE WHITTINGTON TRUST 

  
We wish to update every Villager, new and old, of the changes to our 
committee.  For those not aware of this educational trust within our village - it is 
a set of monies donated many years ago to assist any child, from the parish, up 
to and including the age of 23 years in their education and chosen career path. 
Applications are welcome on an individual basis and the committee adheres to 
specific criteria in assisting funding.  Studying covers so many varied avenues - 
from text books, to overalls, from scissors to knives all necessary tools to move 
forward in their careers.  
  As a committee we wish to send our huge thanks to Mr Peter 
Davenport for his dedication to our Trust.  Peter has been Chair for many years 
and recently stepped down from the committee.  He has worked tirelessly and 
he will be greatly missed.  He has kindly offered his advice when needed - I'm 
sure we will take him up on that offer! 
  We also said goodbye to Rev Nigella Tyson who stepped down due to 
her retirement.  And again we thank her for her invaluable help. 
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  We would therefore like to introduce you to the existing and new 
committee members:- 
  
Mr John Gittoes - Chair 
Mrs Wendy Priday - Treasurer 
Mrs Mel Gittoes- Secretary on 01544 388681 or djgittoes@btinternet.com 
Mr John Hope 
Mrs Mandy Vernon 
Miss Jane Watson    
Rev Rob Taylor 
  
As mentioned above we volunteer for the above roles in preserving this amazing 
Eardisland trust and with pride we wish to carry it on for many years.  If you are 
of school to further or higher education age (23) please remember we are here 
for you and every application is treated with the utmost confidentiality. 
 
EARDISLAND PARISH COUNCIL REPORT 

 
Firstly, I wanted to thank everyone 
who has welcomed me so warmly 
in my first few months as Clerk to 
Eardisland Parish Council, and hope 
that I will get to meet many more 
people over the coming months.   

It has been a busy time for 
the Parish Council and there have 
been a number of significant 
developments that may be of 
interest to parishioners.  The Parish 
Council was very pleased that 
Albert Sheffield agreed to co-option 
as a Councillor and welcomes him 
onto the Council. 

Following an interesting 
and lively Annual Parish Meeting in 
May, the Parish Council has 
received a number of requests for 
donations, or grants, from 
organisations in the community and 
the Council is actively looking at 
how best to support these 
organisations. The Parish Council 

will be considering a ‘Donations 
and Grants Policy’ for adoption, at 
the July meeting, based on national 
guidance and advice from the 
Herefordshire Association of Local 
Councils. Once adopted, this policy 
will give clarity on the process and 
eligibility criteria for donation 
applications and will be widely 
publicised. 

In tandem with this work, 
the Council will also be considering 
joining a Herefordshire pilot project 
for participatory budgeting. 
Participatory budgeting enables 
communities to identify their needs 
and participate in the local decision 
making process of their parish 
council to deliver local services.  If 
adopted, participatory budgeting 
could become part of the budget 
process from September onwards.  

Finally, the Parish Council 
would like to encourage members 

mailto:djgittoes@btinternet.com
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of the public to attend council 
meetings and welcomes 
suggestions for agenda items up to 
one week prior to the meeting. 

Please don’t hesitate to contact me 
on (01544) 388302 or 
parishclerk@eardisland.org.uk 

Many thanks, Suzanne 
Suzanne Wenczek, Parish Clerk 

INVASIVE WEEDS 

A property in the village which is not permanently occupied has been found with 
Japanese Knotweed growing in the garden. This is the most invasive weed to be 
found in the UK, and has spread widely over the last few decades. The statistics 
need to be considered with care : - 
It grows from rhizomes which can penetrate 2 metres deep. Cut or discarded 
pieces of the plant are likely to take root. The rhizomes can spread out to a 
radius of 7 metres. 
It can grow upwards through tarmac and concrete to a height of 2/3 metres. 
Yes, it sounds horrific, but extermination can be managed! 
Removing this pest should always be left to specialist contractors, as excavation 
is needed and the plant remains should be burned on site. 
The plant has been positively identified by Hereford Council specialists and as 
new growth has emerged through the adjacent grass verge, the Highways 
department is involved. The Parish Council is taking all possible measures to deal 
with the landowner and Herefordshire Council in order to control this situation 
completely. Parishioners are advised NOT to attempt to enter the property 
garden concerned! 
A further invasive, but much less 'dangerous' species which is often confused 
with Japanese Knotweed is Himalayan Balsam, sometimes known as 
'Policeman's Helmet', a tall, pink-flowered plant frequently found along river 
banks. This already exists in the parish, e.g. on the north bank of the Arrow 
opposite the Broome Lane 'picnic site'. Its seeds explode from the plant when 
ripe to a distance of 7 metres, and may therefore travel far down river courses, 
e.g. the lower Wye valley has many patches along its banks which are being 
controlled and monitored. 
Please do not be alarmed by the above, but report any suspected sightings of 
Knotweed to the Parish Council Clerk, Suzanne Wenczek or to myself. Do NOT 
collect samples for identification - any spread of Knotweed can lead to legal 
action! 

Graham Simpson 
 

More information and pictures can be seen on the environment agency website: 
http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/business/sectors/31364.aspx 
 

mailto:parishclerk@eardisland.org.uk
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NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH  
 
Welcome to PC Joanne Ellis 
As a result of the recent Band H Policing Strategy a new local police officer has 
been appointed to the Kington Rural Policing Team. The Eardisland NW team 
was delighted to meet PC Jo Ellis who had taken up this LPO post from February 
1st 2010 to work alongside CSO Donna Jones. At our team meeting in May, Jo 
expressed great enthusiasm for her new position and the NW team members 
look forward to working with the new policing team. 
 
NW Team Priorities for 2010-2011 

1. To liaise with the Parish Council to ensure a regular Eardisland presence 
at PACT (Police and Communities Together) meetings. These meetings 
gives the parish the opportunity to tell the local policing team about the 
issues that are causing concern within our neighbourhood and which 
issues we want the police to deal with as a priority. 

2. To liaise with the Parish Council to create a coordinated Eardisland 
response to speed restrictions and enforcement in the parish. 

3. To extend membership of the NW team to ‘interested parties’. 
4. To continue to explore ways of improving communication with 

individuals across the parish.  
5. To explore the possibility of implementing a ‘Nominated Neighbour 

Scheme’. 
6. To liaise with the Herefordshire Council Community Protection Team 

and explore possible benefits for the parish. 
 
Nominated Neighbour Scheme 
This scheme works by elderly or vulnerable householders asking a neighbour to 
deal with unexpected callers at the door for them. Callers are met with a sign in 
the window stating that they are not known and should go to their nominated 
neighbour’s address to present their credentials. The neighbour then returns 
with the caller to supervise the visit, if appropriate. The scheme already 
operates elsewhere in the county and we are anxious to support any vulnerable 
householder in the parish. If you know of anyone who might benefit from this 
type of support then please let one of the NW team know! 
 
Herefordshire Council Community Protection Team 
The NW Team has become aware of the work of the Community Protection 
Team at Hereford Council which has been established to enforce and investigate 
environmental crime. This team is especially interested in crime that spoils the 
natural environment and makes an area look neglected such as fly-tipping, 
abandoned vehicles, graffiti, litter, dog fouling, stray dogs, etc. We are in the 
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process of establishing contact with David Sheppard, the officer who covers the 
Kington Rural Area with a view to inviting him to a future team meeting. 
 
‘New Arrivals’ in the Parish? 
Currently there would appear to be no co-ordinated approach in the village 
regarding new arrivals. It was suggested that ‘new arrivals’ into the parish might 
benefit from a welcome pack together with a visit from a team member to 
explain the local arrangements of support that are available. It may well be that 
the Parish Council together with the Church Wardens and NW could meet to 
explore the benefits of a cooperative approach to welcoming new arrivals into 
the parish. 
 
Seasonal Crime Trends 

1. SCAM Computer Calls 
There have been several reports of a Computer Support Company cold-calling 
people in the area asking them to log onto their computer as they have detected 
serious viruses on your computer or your connections are affecting neighbours. 
They say they are from companies like ‘Spark Support’, ‘Microsoft’, or just ‘Your 
computer support company’. They get you to log onto a website where you 
enter in a code and then they take remote access to your computer. After they 
supposedly remove the offending virus they then inform you that they will be 
sending you a large bill for the service! Should you receive such a call, DO NOT 
switch on your computer, take their contact details and hang up. 

2. Suspicious Traders 
Please be on the lookout for two men in their twenties driving around in a red 
Ford Escort van with a VRM of P409 B*G. These young men have been reported 
asking people if they need hedges or trees cutting and then charging a 
disproportionate amount of money for doing so. 
 
Forensic Property Marking 
Prevention is better than cure and security marking your property is likely to 
deter criminals and prevent theft. Forensic marking systems use a colourless 
liquid that is simply dabbed onto possessions – from a widescreen TV to a gold 
ring. It is virtually invisible to the naked eye and is impossible to remove. The 
liquid glows under UV light making it easy for the police to detect. 
Each bottle of liquid contains a unique chemical code which is registered to you 
– conclusively proving ownership. This mean that anyone found in possession of 
stolen items that are marked with such solutions can be linked directly to a 
crime scene. 
SmartWater Technology Limited manufactures one of the approved products 
and kits can be purchased from our local policing team. There are now two types 
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of kits:- a Domestic Kit at £20 and a Farm Kit at £25, the difference being you get 
extra stickers and notices in the farm kits. 
If anyone is interested in purchasing a kit, then please contact Keith Mitchell on 
388605. 
 
Crime is Down – Officially! 
2009/10 saw Herefordshire Division record less than 10,000 crimes in the fiscal 
year. Since records began in 2002 crime has continued to decline providing 
further proof that we are living in one of the safest areas in the country! 
 
NW Team Membership 
If anyone across the parish is interested in joining the NW team then please 
contact us on 388605 or speak to one of the team members who live near you or 
perhaps you already know. 

Keith Mitchell (Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator) 
 
EARDISLAND IN BLOOM 2010 
  
Eardisland in Bloom is an ongoing campaign under the auspices of the Royal 
Horticultural Society. Eardisland competes in the Heart of England Campaign 
(5 counties of the West Midlands Region plus Gloucestershire). The maintenance 
and improvement works around the village are carried out by a group of 
dedicated volunteers known as the E.TEAM. E.TEAM meets once a week on  
Thursday mornings throughout the year, suitable weather permitting. Since 
October 2009 the following have taken place: 
 
1. Planting several thousand daffodil and crocus bulbs. 
2. Tidying the front area of the Village Hall. Installation of new wooden flower 

tub, planted by Anita and Tom. 
3. Resurfacing the visitors’ car park. 
4. Installation of new wooden flower tub with flowers – visitors’ car park. 
5. Jointly with members of PCC planted wildflower plugs, north side of church 

building. 
6. Weeding war memorial rose garden. 
7. General tidying of the Dovecote area. 
8. Refurbishment of benches and village litter bins. 
9. General weeding. 
10. Litter picking along with other village residents. 
  
The majority of the above has been funded with Eardisland in Bloom 2009 award 
monies (£550.00). 
E.TEAM has contributed in kind. 
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The PCC donated wildflower plugs. 
Lesley Evans donated the two new wooden flower tubs. 
  
THE HEART OF ENGLAND IN BLOOM JUDGES WILL BE VISITING EARDISLAND  ON 

FRIDAY 23RD JULY 2010 
 

Derek Wareham. Co-ordinater E in Bloom, E.TEAM. 
 
EARDISLAND TWINNING ASSOCIATION 

As you receive this edition a group 
from Eardisland will have just 
returned from a visit to La Vieille 
Lyre and we will report on our trip 
in the next edition. 

We will be issuing an 
invitation to our French friends to 
visit Eardisland some time in 2011 
and in order to fund their visit we 
will be holding a series of fund-

raising events over the coming 
months. 

We are delighted 
therefore to be a part of the 
Eardisland Bank Holiday Festival in 
August when jointly with the 
Eardisland Bowling Club we will be 
holding events during Saturday 28 
August (fuller details of the whole 
event in this edition). 

Albert Sheffield 
Chair of Committee 

 
EARDISLAND TWINNING ASSOCIATION & EARDISLAND BOWLING CLUB DISCO 
 
As mentioned by Albert Sheffield in 
the E.T.A. report, this will be held in 
the village hall on Saturday 28th 
August from 7.30pm. A string of top 
60's and 70's hits will be played by 
a top DJ, with barbecue style food 
included in the ridiculously low 
price of just £5 per ticket (half price 
for accompanied children aged 

under 16 years). A pay bar will 
operate on the night. Tickets will be 
made available from Tuesday 27th 
July from either Albert Sheffield on 
07711472532, Phil Milchard on 
388097, the Eardisland Tea Rooms 
or the village shop. All are very 
welcome.  

Phil Milchard 
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RECTOR’S LETTER 
 

Summer is in 
full swing, 
and there are 
many 
activities to 
enrich both 
the village life 
and Groups. 
Many of you 
work 

tirelessly and I greatly admire the 
efforts you make, and the 
wonderful and enjoyable 
outcomes. And yet there is always 
the danger that the ones who work 
so hard are neither appreciated nor 
have the time to enjoy what they 
achieve because of the next target, 
the next goal. So can I thank you all 
for the work you do, and hope you 
have the time and energy to enjoy 
what you organise, and the benefits 
to the community you have made. 
Yet what makes a real community, 
even as we work to raise funds for 
different parts of it, are the people. 
There have been many initiatives 
where things have been built 
without drawing the people 
together. Eardisland is already a 
community, with its own unique 
history and setting. Let us resolve 
to work together to improve our 
community, even when we differ 
on how to do so. In fact often the 
best results come from differing 

views working together, and not 
separately - let’s hope our political 
leaders prove this. However, to do 
this will involve really listening to 
one another, and not just simply 
firing off our readymade answers. 
The old cliché of two ears and one 
mouth pointing to listening more 
than speaking is something many of 
us need to learn. After all, only 
people will make the community of 
Eardisland thrive, regardless of how 
good the facilities are. 

This is also a challenge for 
us at the church at present. There is 
a huge appeal which is for essential 
work on the building itself, and this 
has organised many events, and 
sought many grants. The Church 
building is of historical interest, and 
provides a central focus for the 
community alongside the Village 
Hall. But the appeal is only for the 
building. I have included in this 
magazine edition an article to 
discuss the appeal, alongside the 
true purpose of the Church, the 
people, and the costs involved, 
separate from the building. I hope 
you read it and find it interesting as 
the church seeks to serve the whole 
community of Eardisland. And of 
course, I continue to want to hear 
from you about how the church can 
fulfil this.  

Rob Taylor 
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THE CHURCH AND FINANCE 
 
As I reported in the last magazine, the Church needs to convey its message is 
about people and not buildings. (The word Church itself, is derived from a 
description of a group or collection of people.) It may seem that way at the 
moment with the Appeal, though the buildings are meant to be used by all. The 
Church building is of historical interest, and provided a central focus for the 
community over the years. The huge appeal for a quarter of a million pounds is 
for essential work on the building itself. We are grateful to the Appeals 
Committee which has already organised many events, and successfully sought 
many grants, and continues to do so. Due also to the generosity of many within 
Eardisland, and those attending the organised events, the Committee is 
optimistic about a successful outcome. However, it must be remembered that 
the appeal is only for the building.  

There remains the everyday cost of running the Church. There are the 
expected items – utility bills and the upkeep of the churchyard for example. But 
the chief cost is the parish share. This is money paid by each Church to the 
Diocese to cover its costs, which primarily is the training, housing and salary of 
the Clergy. Contrary to popular belief, the parish share does not cover the cost 
of the Cathedral and staff. The present parish share is around £10,000, paid 
quarterly (so we have to find £2500 every three months) which is about a third 
of the cost to have a priest. The priest is expected to serve the entire 
community, my charge from the Bishop as parish priest explicitly states I am to 
care for all the people, not just those who come to Church. This reflects the true 
purpose of what the Church is, and which has been described as, “the benefit of 
the non-members”. We are here to bring the hope and joy that can be found in 
true living, true liberty, which is found in and through the good news of Jesus. 
(The Church though, can at times seem to be the opposite of good news.) 

Unfortunately, the Church is struggling to fund its own way at present, 
and so you will hear of the Church raising funds for itself, alongside the Appeals 
Fundraising. Please understand the two are completely separate, and it is OK to 
support one and not the other. The Church needs to raise its funds this year 
knowing that next year the church will not be open all the time due to the 
essential repairs, and so will need to have sufficient funds to tide it through that 
period. If you are interested in supporting the Church please contact Dr Alistair 
Hoda, Churchwarden, or myself. All enquiries will be treated entirely 
confidentially. There are a number of schemes available to help us.  

Please remember as we look to the future, we are planning to make the 
Church more open to and involved with the community. 

 
With my thanks, and best wishes 

Rob 
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EARDISLAND CHURCH APPEAL 
 

The Appeal continues its fundraising activities with the excitement of the BBQ on 14 
August at Hardwick House which will doubtless be a great occasion. Then in September 
the Flower Festival will take place in the church. 

 Applications for grants are also being submitted, and we have recently been 
able to secure another grant towards the works. The Appeal Committee will continue to 
advise the PCC as we still have a significant amount of money to find for the proposed 
works. 

The repair works to the chancel, including new French drains, will commence 
on 12 July and should be completed by 20 August. There will be some plaster repairs 
inside the church but it is hoped that this will cause minimal disruption and will not take 
too long.     

Meanwhile the specification for the repairs to the roof, bell tower and porch 
roofs, and plaster work has been submitted to the Diocesan Advisory Committee for 
consideration in July. This committee acts as a planning committee in ecclesiastical 
properties so we need their consent to carry out the repair works. We therefore await 
their comments! If we can proceed the work then goes out to tender and then we will 
really know the actual cost of the works. 
  We have come a long way but there is still plenty to do. If anyone wants more 
information about our plans please ask any Appeal Committee member who will be 
happy to update you, and please continue to support this vital appeal for the 
preservation of our church. 

S Askew, P Brown, B Freeman, A Hoda, R Kirby, A Priday 

 

 

BARBECUE AT HARDWICK HOUSE 
 

Saturday 14 August 2010- 6.30 to 10.00p.m 
(Note new date!) 

 
Adults - £15.00, Under 16’s - £7.50, Under 5’s – free 

 
Includes full BBQ and pudding 

 
Licensed Bar; Live Music; Grand Draw;  

Firework Finale 
 

Tickets available from: Tea Rooms (388226), 
 P Brown (388389), or any PCC member 

 
In aid of Eardisland Church Appeal  
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A HUNDRED YARDS OF COINS! 
 
Last year Kingsland School children created a River of Pennies from the school to 
the church to raise funds. We hope that parish residents will join with visitors in 
creating a variation on this theme. 
 
OUR AIM IS TO FILL THE PEW LEDGES IN THE CHURCH WITH COINS. THE TOTAL 
LEDGE LENGTH IS 100 YARDS. 
 
*WHEN: Saturday 28th, Sunday 29th and Monday 30th August (Bank Holiday 
Weekend). The church will be open from 10 a.m to 5 p.m each day for this. 
(There is no service at Eardisland on the Sunday). 
 
*HOW YOU CAN HELP:  

1. At home – collect any odd coins in a jar, envelope etc and take them to 
the church during that long weekend  

2. Collecting boxes – will be located at The Dovecote, The Tea Rooms, The 
Cross Inn, The White Swan and Arrowbank Holiday Park reception. 

3. At Church Services – a collection box will be available at each service. 
 
*CONTACT NUMBERS 
    Either Ruth Miller – 388454 - or Serena Askew – 388637 – will be pleased to 
answer any queries on this. 
 
                       THANK YOU IN ADVANCE FOR YOUR HELP. 
 
Fascinating fiscal facts:- 
 
The number and value of each denomination of coin which will fit into 100 
yards:- 
Coin    Number   Value£                         Coin       Number       Value£ 
1p       4500       45                                20p        4500            900 
2p       3600       72                                50p        3600           1800  
5p       6000       300                               £1         4500           4500 
10p     4500       450                               £2         3600           7200 
 
Place one of each of the 8 coin denominations in a row. Their overall length is 
more or less 7.5 inches, their combined value is £3.88. 
7.5 inches divides into 100 yards 480 times, 480 coin rows at £3.88 total £1862.  
(When amazing your friends with your grasp of economics – remember you saw 
this first in the Parish Magazine!) 
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CHURCH OF ST. MARY THE VIRGIN - EARDISLAND 
 

FLOWER FESTIVAL 
 

Fri 10
th

, Sat 11
th

 and Sun 12
th

 SEPTEMBER 
10 - 5pm daily 

 
Refreshments each day in the Village Hall 

 
"MUSICAL INTERLUDE" 

 
The Eager Divas 

Emma Powell 
 

Opera and Song from the Shows 
SATURDAY 11TH SEPTEMBER 

7 FOR 7.30 PM 
 

Tickets £5.00 to include a glass of wine and nibbles 
Wendy Priday - 01544 388570 Esther Simpson 01544 388641 

 
SONGS OF PRAISE - SUNDAY 12TH 

AT 6 PM. 
PARKING                          Contact - 01544 388641 

 

 

 
 
THE VILLAGE SHOW 
 
Once again we are coming to that 
time of year to think about the 
Village Show. There are sections to 
suit all tastes, the Committee work 
hard to organise this event so 

please give it your support. It is not 
the winning but the taking part that 
matters. I look forward to seeing 
you all there. 

 
Esther Simpson 
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Eardisland Village Show  
 

at 

 

The Village Hall 

 

Saturday 4
th

 September 2010 

 

2.00 – 4.30 pm 
 

 

Prizes will be awarded from 4.00 pm 

 

Entry open to all 

 

Grand Raffle 
 

 

 

 
 

£1 admission charge will be made to adults from 2.00 pm.  Children 

are allowed in free 
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Section  A:     COOKERY 

 

1 A Victoria Sandwich 

2 5 Shortbread biscuits 

3 A Savoury Flan (not fish) 

4     A Jar of Blackcurrant Jam 

5 A Jar of Chutney 

6 A Loaf of Bread 

 

Section  B:    WINE 

 

7 A Bottle of Home-made Red Wine 

8 A Bottle of Home-made White Wine 

9 A Bottle of Flavoured Gin 

10 A Non Alcoholic Drink  

 

Section C:    FLORAL ART 

 

Any queries on this section should be directed to Esther Simpson on 

01544 38864. No artificial fruit or flowers.  All items on a base 18”x18” 

unless otherwise stated. 

 

11 A Button Hole (one flower) 

12 An Arrangement in a Box 

13 An Arrangement for a Christening Cake top 

14 Depicting a Christmas Carol (artificial items allowed) 

15 An Arrangement using 3 Flowers 

16 Leaves and Berries  

 

Section D:     HANDICRAFT 

 

17 Handmade Greetings Card 

18 A Dressed  Doll (any medium) 

19 An Item of Patchwork 

20 An Item of Embroidery 

21 A Hand Knitted Scarf 

22 A Piece of Handicraft 

23 A Fabric Covered Door Stop 
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Section E:    HORTICULTURE 

 

24 A Single Yellow Rose 

25 3 Dahlias - any variety  

26 3 Garden Vegetables 

27 A Bowl of Roses 

28 A Vase of Sweet Peas 

29 A Foliage-only plant pot 

30 3 Tomatoes 

 

Section F:   PHOTOGRAPHY 

 

31 A Photograph of Flower(s) 

32 A Photograph of Water 

33 A Herefordshire Landmark 

34 A Photograph with a caption 

35 Light and Shade 

 

Section G:  ART 

Pictures may be mounted but not glazed.   Stretched canvases are 

acceptable 

 

36 A Watercolour Landscape 

37 A Still life Pencil or Charcoal 

38 Wildlife – acrylic 

39 Autumn – any medium 

40 A 3-dimensional work less than 3 feet in any direction 

 

Section H:     CREATIVE WRITING 

 

Your entries should be placed with the completed entry form and fees, in a 

sealed envelope  marked  ‘Show – Creative Writing’.  Please do not write 

your name on the entry itself.   The envelopes should be handed in before 

Friday 20th August.   ( Please use another form for your entries in other 

categories.) 

 

41 A Short Account of the Eardisland Village Show 

42 A Limerick 

43 A Poem about a Holiday Experience 

44     A Letter I would like to write to an M.P. 
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Section J:       CHILDREN 

 

Children of 11 and over are encouraged to enter the adult categories.  

Please put your age on the Entry Form so that it may be taken into 

consideration by the judges 

 

Children under 5 years 

45 A Collage of Leaves  

46 A Sweetie Necklace 

47 A Playdoh or Plasticene Flower 

 

Children under 11 years 

48 An Animal made from Fruit and Vegetables 

49 Five Crispy Rice Cakes 

50 A painting of your chosen subject 

 

 

See Entry Form for details of how to enter. 

 

 

Entry forms may be returned up to 5.00pm on Friday 27
th
 August with the 

exception of creative writing entries which must be in by 

Friday 20
th

 August. 

 

Late entries will, regretfully, not be accepted. 

 

Entries cost 30p per item for adults.   Children may enter free of charge. 

 

Please place your entries and fees in an envelope marked ’SHOW’ and 

hand in to one of the addresses shown on the Entry Form. 

 

Prize money not collected by 5.00pm will be returned to Show funds. 
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How to enter the Eardisland Village Show 

 

Please complete and return this entry form with the fees in a sealed 

envelope marked ‘SHOW’ to any of the Eardisland addresses below. 

 

Esther and Graham Simpson, Meadow Edge 

 

Gill Richards, The Bungalow 

 

Diane Wolland, 12 St Mary’s Walk 

 

Pat Roche, 5 Green Elms 

 

The Tea Rooms 

 

Dian Cope, Downome 

 

Enquiries to Esther Simpson 01544 388641 or  

 

Gill Richards 01544 388323 

 

 

Entries should be taken to the Village Hall on Saturday 4
th
 September 

between 09.00 and 10.45 a.m.   Judging will take place during the 

morning and the Hall will be open to the public from 2.00 pm. Prize 

giving and raffle draw will take place at 4.pm. Prize money will be paid 

out after the announcements.  

 

Any prize money not collected by 5.00pm will be returned to Show Funds 

 

 

Please retain your schedule marked with the items you have entered 
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EARDISLAND COMMUNITY MILLENNIUM FUND 
 
As anticipated. 2010 is proving a busy and productive year for ECMF. We have 
been awarded a £650 grant which will provide materials for renovating the 
majority of public benches (there are 14 in the village!) and the 4 litter bins, plus 
the replacement of the two information panels inset into the east wall of the 
Village Hall. A new Eardisland Parish walking and cycling leaflet has been 
designed and the first 2000 copies printed, to promote sustainable car-free 
enjoyment and appreciation of our local countryside. The existing village walking 
leaflet is also being updated and re-drawn. 

All this will contribute directly to Eardisland's In Bloom entry for this 
year, which has been administered and achieved by our Treasurer, Derek 
Wareham, since 2005. He has brought together a band of intrepid volunteers 
(the "E Team") who meet every week to carry out environmental improvements 
in and around the village. 

The annual In Bloom entry is an important revenue generator for our 
community. This year ECMF anticipates receiving around £500 for further 
community use. As in previous years, this money will all be invested directly into 
planting and other projects for the benefit of all residents and visitors who are of 
a mind to discover and enjoy them. 

On Friday 23
rd

 July we shall be visited by the In Bloom judges and for 
August we have booked a window for the whole month in Leominster Tourist 
Information Centre to publicise all the events being held in Eardisland in August 
and September, as well as producing a flyer which will be widely distributed to 
residents and visitors. 

During 2010, as always, ECMF will be using its resources to benefit as 
wide a range of parish organisations as possible. A further report will be 
published in the autumn. 

Barry Freeman 
FLOWER FESTIVAL 
 
This will be my 4

th
 Flower Festival I have organised since moving to Eardisland, 

and my ladies are busy working out their ideas for their exhibits. This is very 
much a team effort and by all pulling together our results will prove to be 
fruitful. 

The concert on the Saturday evening in the Church should be very 
enjoyable with the Eager Divas and Emma Powell who is our up and coming 
young talent. Tickets are available from Wendy Priday or Esther Simpson. 

Should anyone like to sponsor an exhibit I will be pleased to hear from 
them. 

Esther Simpson, 01544 388641. 
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WHO’S WHO? - EARDISLAND 2010 

 
     (e-mail addresses in italics) 

 
 

 

Organisation 
 

Contact Address/e-mail 
 

Telephone 

 

Bowling Club  
 

Pat Roche 5 Green Elms 01544 388492 
 

Chess Group 
 

Peter Glenn Bridgend 01544 388364 

 

Church:   
the Rector 
 

 

Reverend 
Dr. Rob Taylor 

The Rectory, 
Kingsland,  
Leominster, 
HR6 9QW 

01568 708255 

Church- 
wardens 

Serena Askew 
Alister Hoda 

The Granary 
Arrow Lawn 

01544 388637 
01544 388131 

 

Community 
Website 

Ben Woodcock 
 
James MacRae 

ben@eardisland.org.
uk 
james@eardisland 
.org.uk 

01544 388976 
 
01544 388208 

Dovecote 
Trust 

Barry Freeman 
Holmlea,  
Church Lane 

01544 388226 

Footpath 
Officers 

Derek Wareham 
Chris Watson 

The Old Smithy 
Lyme Cottage 

 
 

Herefordshire 
County 
Council 

Councillor  
John Goodwin 

Delfryn, Eardisley 01544 327112 

Hereford 
Times  
Correspondent 

 
Diane Wolland 
 

12 St Mary’s Walk 01544 388981 

Hospice 
Volunteers 

Dorothy Brown 
Beryl Hoda 
Annie Mitchell 

 01544 388389 
01544 388131 
01544 388605 

Millennium 
Fund 

Barry Freeman 
Holmlea,  
Church Lane 

01544 388226 

M.P. 
Bill Wiggin 
(Conservative) 

 

office@nhca.org .uk 01568 612565 
 

Neighbour- 
hood Watch 
Co-Ordinator 

 
 

Keith Mitchell 
 
Arrow Lea 

 
 

01544 388605 
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Organisation 
 

Contact Address/e-mail 
 

Telephone 

 
 
Neighbour- 
hood Watch 
Team 

Mike Coleburn 
Gerry Corfield  
Barry Freeman 
John Holding 
John Hope 
Brian Pollard 
Graham Simpson 
Ben Woodcock 

Upper Hardwick 
Broom Lane 
Holmlea 
Old Pearmain 
Lower Hardwick Fm 
Stephen’s Cottage 
Lyme Lane 
2 Orchard Cottages 

01544 388486 
01544 388575 
01544 388226 
01544 388176 
01544 388504 
01544 388915 
01544 388641 
01544 388976 

Parish 
Council  Chair 

Maryan Hanson 
maryanhanson@ 
hotmail.co.uk 

01544 388850 
07791 231783 

Parish 
Council  Clerk 

Suzanne Wenczek 
parishclerk@ 
eardisland.org .uk 

01544 388302 

 

Parish 
Magazine  
Editor 

 
Chris Bivand 

Arrow Bank 
chrisbivand@ 
bivand.freeserve 
.co.uk 

 
01544 388375 

Parish Mag.  
Advertising 

Patricia Gill 
parishads@ 
btinternet.com 

 

01544 320364 

Parochial 
Church 
Council  

Lotty James 
PCC Secretary 

 
Glan Arrow 

 
01544 388207 

Local Police  
Officer 

 

PC Jo Ellis 
Kington Police 
Station  

 

07977098394 

Police 
Community 
Support 
Officer 

 
Donna Jones 

 

kingtonrural.lpt@ 
westmercia.pnn 
.police.uk 

 
01432 346711 
07970 602340 

Twinning 
Association 

Albert Sheffield 
asheffield265@ 
btinternet.com 

 

077114 72532 

Village Band 
Ruth Brinton-
Bivand 

ruthbrinton@bivand.
freeserve.co.uk 

01544 388375 

 

Village Hall 

 

Gill Richards The Bungalow 01544 388323 

Village Shop Albert Sheffield 
asheffield265@ 
btinternet.com 

 

01544 388984 

Whittington 
Trust 

Mel Gittoes 
(Secretary) 

djgittoes@btinternet
.com 

01544 388681 

W.I. Rita Kirby  01544 388810 

 

mailto:djgittoes@btinternet.com
mailto:djgittoes@btinternet.com
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VILLAGE ORGANISATIONS  
 
The following organisations receive and/or administer finances through  
fund-raising, donation or grant: 

   
Bowling Club:  Phil Lynne (Chairman), Phil Milchard (Vice-Chairman),  
Isabel Farndon (Treasurer), Pat Roche (Secretary). 
Community Shop Association: Albert Sheffield (Chair), Margaret Milchard 
(Secretary), Joyce Sheffield (Treasurer), Shelley Connop, Kate Cook, Dian Cope, 
David Wallis. 
Community Website: James MacRae, Ben Woodcock (Administrators). 
Dovecote Trust: Peter Davenport (Chair), Barry Freeman (Secretary & 
Treasurer), Peter Glenn, Peter D. Phillips. 
Kingsland and Eardisland Hospice Friends: Dorothy Brown, Beryl Hoda,  
Annie Mitchell. 
Millennium Fund: Barry Freeman (Chair), Derek Wareham (Vice Chair, 
Treasurer), Margaret Milchard (Secretary), John Hope, Pat Roche. 
Parish Council:  Maryan Hanson (Chair), Greta Pennington (Deputy Chair), 
Suzanne Wenczek (Clerk), Ruth Brinton-Bivand, Peter Davenport, Graham 
Simpson, David Weir.  Co-opted member:  Albert Sheffield. 
Parish Magazine: Chris Bivand (Editor), Patricia Gill (Advertising). 
Parochial Church Council:  Rev’d Dr. Rob Taylor (Chair), Lotty James (Secretary), 
Serena Askew (Churchwarden), Abbie Blyth, Annette Blyth, Dian Cope (Deputy 
Churchwarden), Alister Hoda (Churchwarden), Beryl Hoda,  John Hope,   
Ruth Miller, Brian Thomasson. 
St Mary’s Church Appeal Fund:  Bert Priday (Treasurer). 
St Mary’s Church Flower Guild:  Pat Roche (Organiser).  
Twinning Association: Albert Sheffield (Chair), Elaine Harper (Deputy Chair), 
Brian Thomasson (Treasurer), Pat Holding, Karren Hepworth, Alex Huntley, 
Annie Mitchell. 
Village Band: Ruth Brinton-Bivand  (Administrator). 
Village Hall Management Committee: Gill Richards (Chair), Cllr. Greta 
Pennington (Trustee), Derek Bray, Dian Cope, Cathy Dyer, Keith Knight. 
Village Show Committee: Esther Simpson (Chair), Diane Wolland (Secretary & 
Treasurer), Dian Cope, Kath Morgan, Brian Pollard, Edna Pollard, Gill Richards, 
Pat Roche, Graham Simpson, Mavis Tantrum. 
Whittington Trust: John Gittoes (Chair), Mel Gittoes (Secretary), Wendy Priday 
(Treasurer), John Hope, Rev Rob Taylor, Mandy Vernon, Jane Watson. 
Women’s Institute:  Rita Kirby, Wendy Priday (Joint Presidents), Ruth Miller 
(Treasurer), Kath Morgan, Mandy Vernon, Anita Watkins. 
 

Please notify the Editor if any of the above information is incorrect. 
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EARDISLAND HISTORY 

 
Cricket in Eardisland 1866-2010 

 
1866-1900 
It is believed (from details in early Parish Magazines) that the first cricket club in 
Eardisland was founded by the local village school master, Mr. Leigh in about 
1866.This may have been school cricket, but in 1863 John Clowes had purchased 
Burton Court and by the 1870s a Burton Court Club had been established. This 
was a team made up of members of the Clowes family and their employees. The 
ground was known as the cricket meadow  (situated in Burton Lane behind the 
Brouch.)  A pavilion was built (probably from timbers and remnants of a building 
demolished close to Burton Court which had once been a stable block) and the 
team had regular fixtures. 

A score book starting in the summer of 1872 showed that matches 
were played mainly in August when the Clowes family were in summer 
residence at  Burton Court.  Lunches were provided in The Cross where it was 
reported, Mr.  Macklin “provided a good spread for dinner”. The team travelled 
by train from Kingsland to matches in Leominster, Malvern  or to other local 
villages. In 1874 there was a match against a Downton Castle side; in 1875 they 
played at Hampton Court and in 1889 there was a match against Lucton School. 
Presumably for matches closer to home the team travelled by horse and cart. On 
some occasions there were 4 members of the Clowes family playing for the 
Burton Court side. The youngest, Master Pat, killed in 1918, was wicketkeeper. 
 
1900-1939 
Many of the people who provided information for the Oral History Group had 
memories of the Burton Court Cricket Club. The team that played on the ground 
at the bottom of Burton Lane in the summer of 1903 included: A.Reynolds, W. 
Powell, A.Hammond, H.  Andrews, V.Bemand, Col.P. Clowes, T.Wood, A.Parker, 
G.Bates and S.Parker. Tom Wood was the Head teacher of the school (who had 
come in 1901 at the age of 21.) The accounts for 1904 show that £3.10.6 
(£3.53p) was spent on bats, balls and gloves for the season; Mr Wood was given 
7/6d(37p) for postage (presumably arranging fixtures) and Mr Lewis was paid 
£1.13.9d (£1.68p) far mowing and rolling the ground. 
 
Mrs Edie Smith, aged 92 (in 1993) often acted as scorer for the team in the 
1920s and 30s and travelled with them to their matches. She recalled that for 
home matches the teas were sent down by cart from Burton Court together with 
a man who used to light the fire to boil the kettle behind the pavilion. He did the 
same for the tennis club, also situated there. The pavilion (which was built under 
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the great lime tree, still to be seen in the meadow) was next to the tennis courts 
and bowling green. Tennis was played there until the war. 

Bill Blatchford recalled that Mr. Wood introduced a punishment in the 
school for naughty boys. Bill said that he was often banished to the field for 
some misdemeanour and had to pull the roller up and down the pitch for an 
hour or two! 

Interestingly, Tommy Wood was still playing for the team 30 years later 
in 1933. Although he was not in the match that was played between Eardisland 
British Legion and Burton Court in August 1933. In that match the British Legion 
team was H. Mewies, W. Tyler, T.Harris, J.Downing, E.Holt, G.Kay, J.Kington, 
F.Robertson, J.Nash, A.Davies, and J. Lewis. They scored 42 all out, (Evans 4 for 
15; Goulding 2 for 12 and Exall 4 for 11).The Burton Court Team was E. 
Mainwaring, R. Taylor, L. Exall, D. Goulding, G.Badger, H.Evans, E.Holt, G.Beel, 
G.Arnett, A.Charlton and C.James. They scored 49 and won by 7 runs! (Holt took 
3 for 25 and Tyler 7 for 24). 

Whilst the records show that the Club has its moments of disaster, 
when they were bowled out for 16 in a match in July 1933 (D.Goulding top 
scored with 6) there were some remarkable results. Tom Mainwaring recalled  
how in the mid 1920s the team was playing Sir John Arkwright's XI and his 
brother Harold skittled them out for 7 runs! 

The Club seems to have ended as war started in September 1939.  The 
field was ploughed as part of the war effort and cricket was not played in that 
field again until 1996, when the Oral History Group staged a celebratory match 
between local players.  
 
1950-1988 
An Eardisland Club was started again in the 1950s; matches were played on 
pitches provided by the Nunhouse and later in Burton Lane. Nigel Barrar 
described how he helped move the pavilion (by that time a railway wagon) on 
the back of a low loader owned by Bill Bengry. It was taken from a field at the 
back of the Nunhouse to one in Burton Lane. He describes how he remembers 
seeing Bill Watkins one afternoon nipping over the hedge to have a cigarette 
when play seemed a bit quiet only to find the ball whistling through the gap to 
the boundary where he was supposed to have been fielding. We can only 
wonder what the rather strict disciplinarian Tom Wood might have thought. 
 
Megan Davies who was the daughter of the school teacher Mrs. Anne Davies, 
(from 1914-48) ran the local post office (in Adlen House). She was the scorer for 
the team in the 1930s. Megan had played hockey for Herefordshire ladies. Mary 
Blatchford had also been a scorer in the 1940s and 50s and she provided a score 
book which had a match recorded in 1939. On August 15

th
 1939 Eardisland 

played Dilwyn. Eardisland scored 37 (Stan Kay scored 15) Dilwyn were bowled 
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out for 8 in their first innings and 10 in their second. Eardisland won by an 
innings and 19 runs. 

By the mid 1960s the club was beginning to have problems in finding 
sufficient players and it folded in that period. It did not re-start until 1998. 
 
1998-2010 
When the Oral History Group discovered this fascinating history in the course of 
researches 1993-5, it was decided to play a one-off match in August 1996 to 
celebrate 130 years of cricket in Eardisland. The ground used was the one on 
which the first match was played, the old cricket meadow, by kind permission of 
Leslie Evans, who owned the field. The teams were the Oral History Invitation X1 
against the Howard Davies Invitation X1. Large numbers turned out to watch and 
the event  proved to be such a success that another equally enjoyable game was 
played in 1997. It was decided to make it an annual event, to be played for the 
Eardisland Bat (which still hangs in The Swan). In the first match the first ball was 
faced by Harry Davies, who had played for the Burton Court team in the 1930s 
as an employee of the Clowes family. The first ball was bowled by Bill Blatchford, 
who had helped keep the pitch in good order before the war (under the 
direction of Tom Wood) and who had also played for Eardisland after the war 
when the club was re-formed. 

Since there was so much local interest in this annual match  it was 
decided to form a new Eardisland Cricket Club. The first matches were played on 
the Nunhouse ground (part of the Caravan Park) between 1998-2000. Then 
Edward Thomas kindly provided a field in Burton Lane and the revived club 
played there from 2000-2009. This developed into an enthusiastic club which 
included coaching sessions on a Thursday night; an annual Kwik Cricket 
Competition for local primary schools (won regularly by Kingsland School) and 
weekly   Sunday fixtures. Matches were played against Clee Hill, Lugwardine,  
Newcastle on Clun, Brampton Bryan; Cannon Pyon, Clyro, Luctonians and several 
other local sides. Many talented young players emerged, including Luke and 
Matti Jones; Sam Gittoes and Callum Anderson.  

In recent years there were some remarkable matches with exciting 
results and some wonderful individual performances. Among the outstanding 
innings played for Eardisland was one by Will Hicks who hit a blistering 96 on a 
hot day at the Clee Hill ground; Alan Munn always produced superb wicket 
keeping displays; there were frequently spells of sensational fast bowling by 
Andrew Davies (often after opening the innings) and after a long spell of 
frequent losses, a memorable match winning catch by 11 year old Callum 
Anderson. The work of Traci Preece was invaluable in arranging fixtures and fund 
raising; Dave Gittoes and a team he organised kept the ground in immaculate 
condition and Martyn Connop chaired the enthusiastic committee.  On the 
lovely ground there were two sight screens, nets and a comfortable Portacabin 
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pavilion all of which were the envy of many of the teams that came to play 
against Eardisland. The club was also frequently able to provide two non-playing 
umpires and the teas were among the best encountered anywhere.  After match 
sessions were held in the Swan (from whose patrons last minute selections were 
made if the team was short of a player or two.)  The cricket club was fortunate 
to have the wonderful support of Edward Thomas for the ten years during which 
it was situated on his land. Unfortunately, it never quite had sufficient numbers 
to call on to play for the side on a regular basis. As problems increased in raising 
a regular team it became necessary to announce that the Club would cease to 
function in 2010, and the field returned to agricultural use. So successful was it 
initially that a chapter in Tim Heald’s book (Village Cricket, published in 2004) 
was devoted to the story of the re-emergence of Eardisland Cricket Club, from 
1998. It makes fascinating reading. 

Next time you take the footpath through that old cricket meadow (as it 
is still referred to by those with long memories of the village) stop and have a 
look at it again and imagine the scene on a hot sunny afternoon in the 1930s 
with an exciting cricket match in progress, a crowded pavilion watching a six 
being hit into the adjoining orchard and exhausted tennis players awaiting the 
arrival of the man from Burton Court to boil the kettle for tea. Then look into the 
adjacent field which was the most recent ground and which too has been the 
scene of many wonderful matches. Cricket has been an important part of the 
social life of Eardisland since 1866 and it is to be hoped that another club will 
emerge in the future.  Meanwhile, those of us who were involved with it in more 
recent times can enjoy the happy memories that playing for the Club provided 
and the friendships it fostered. 

 
THE ORAL HISTORY ARCHIVE 
 
Between 1993-2000 the Oral 
History group gathered many 
recollections and memories of 
people in the parish. The tapes 
were transcribed and form an 
important archive. Much of the 
information has subsequently 
appeared in various publications of 
the History Group. The Village Band 
has requested the use of some of 
the material gathered so that it can 
be incorporated into their 

performances, by putting their 
music into a historical and perhaps 
local context.  If anyone whose 
memories of village life  was 
recorded and is in the archive and 
who would rather not have  such 
information provided to the Village 
Band, please contact the editor. 
The Band hopes that the use of 
readings and perhaps excerpts from 
the tapes will add additional 
interest to their performances. 

 
Paul Selfe 
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EARDISLAND BOWLING CLUB 
 
The bowling club has continued its excellent start to the season, losing just one 
of the first eight fixtures. Having recently played a number of difficult away 
matches our record as of 27th June is played 13, won 8, lost 4, with one match 
drawn. For a small village club this is an excellent effort, with victories against 
the 'big boys' Ledbury, Hereford and St Martin's. On 16th June the side hosted 
Presteigne and many were shocked to see the visitors include the 2000 Mens’ 
World Singles Champion and 2009 Runner Up, Rob Weale in their ranks, 
together with several Welsh national players. Yes, we lost, but only narrowly and 
what an experience! 

By the time you read this report the Mens’ side will has played their 
Hereford Times Cup 2nd round match at home to Ledbury, with the winners 
progressing to the semi finals. The side has already eliminated Kingsland (for the 
second time in 3 years!) and really fancy its chances. 

Some of you may have heard that the bowling club is interested in 
improving the facilities it uses. We currently have several free-standing 
buildings, with a mixed changing area, antiquated toilets and a run down 
equipment shed. Several quotes have been received to supply a new wooden 
building to incorporate all under one roof. Naturally the price is high and even 
with a great deal of fundraising we will rely heavily on grants for such a project 
to become a reality. Plans have yet to be submitted to Hereford Council for 
approval, but at this stage there is nothing drawn up. As soon as we have more 
details the Parish Council will be given a further update. 

Phil Milchard 
 

Ceilidh and Jazz Evening:  
 

In aid of Mental Health Research UK 
 

Saturday 24
th

 July 2010. Weobley Village Hall 
 

7.30pm-8.30pm:   The Hereford Big Band 
 

8.30pm-12.00pm : Mostly John Ceilidh Band 
 

Adults: £10; Under 16: £5.    Buffet included in the ticket price 
 

There will be a bar 
 

For advance reserved tickets email: anna.j.taylor@googlemail.com 
 

mailto:anna.j.taylor@googlemail.com
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EARDISLANDIANA 

 
An alphabetical compilation of events and circumstances of historical interest. 
Alphabet (i), part(ii). 
 
G.......Grove family.  John de la Grove was one of the twelve jurors at the Great 
Court held at Burton S.S.Simot Jude.5 Edw.III. In modern parlance this works out  
as the Wednesday next after 28th October 1332. This family name is found in 
several similar forms over the years and by the early 1390s had settled down to 
simply John Grove. This second John is found as a juror at the Court held on the 
18th day of the month of May. 17. Rich.II. [18th May 1394]. The Grove was 
present day Grove House as shown on the Ordnance Survey Map south-east of 
Burton Court between Golden Cross and Bainstree Cross on the A44. 
 
H.......Hamlet. In a Parochial Terrier of circa 1694 the Vicar, William Bedford, 
reported to the Bishop of Hereford: “The Parish is made up of 11 or 12                              
Hamletts & Townships besides that  wherein is the mother church in each, as 
some ancient people say, there has been places of publick worship, & burial 
places too in some of ‘em no doubt, some few years ago man’s bones have been 
dug up at Burton, & at Twyford.......” 
 
I.......Illumination. In 1832, following the First Reform Bill, it was reported 
that:”...in the evening a general illumination took place in which the Porch 
House was shone conspicuous.” It would be very interesting to know how  
this was organised...and who paid for it. “Porch House” is nowadays known, 
inaccurately, as “The Old Manor House.” 
 
J.......Juson family. Benjamin Jewson, place of abode Bracemeel, Salop, owned 
freehold property in Eardesland and so was entitled to vote in the election of 
two Knights of the Shire (Herefordshire) between 12th and 14th October                                   
1774. 
 
K.......King. King Edward the Confessor. At the very end of his reign, 1042-1066,  
what we now know as Eardisland, by the name “Lene”, was held by  Morcar. 
Morcar was still a teenager in 1066, irrespective of which he had been elected 
Earl of the Northumbrians in October 1065. He was a son of Aelfgar, Earl of the 
Mercians and Aelgifu his wife. Morcar continued to hold Eardisland until, at the 
latest, Spring 1071. 
 
L.......Legions Cross. On Price’s Map of 1817 what we know as Legions Cross is 
named Ridge Cross, yet the first One Inch Ordnance Survey Map shows                                
Legion Cross. This is rather surprising in view of the fact that the  national survey 
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work for this OS map, which was published in 1832, was carried out between 
1812-1817. Kelly’s Directory, 1895, states that Legions Cross is a Saxon name. 
Another source, possibly a more reliable one, suggests the more obvious Roman 
connotation. An extract from a copyholder’s portion of the Court Rolls of the 
Manor of Eardisland, dated 22nd October 1790, specifies Lidgeons Cross Croft  in 
a transaction concerning land. Other references may well remain to be found. 
 
                                                                                                             George Alderson 
 
  Melanie Williams - ‘A Local Hero’ 

 
I am a teacher – I am head of drama and 
teacher of English. I am also a Community 
First Responder where I live - only a few 
miles away from school and still in the 
catchment area. When you live in a small 
community you get used to seeing people 
taking on a variety of roles - much as we do 
in our small school.  
I booked on with West Midlands Ambulance 

Service’s control room overnight as usual but gave my finish time as 05:45 in 
order to get into the gym before work. I was a bit surprised then when the 
phone rang at twenty to eight with a job for me. They knew I'd booked off but 
wondered if I might be available for a 14 year old male who had collapsed. I 
knew the address was that of a pupil. How could I refuse? I drove to the address 
given to find the patient's father waiting at the end of the drive - what a sensible 
man; it can be very difficult to find properties in this very rural part of 
Herefordshire. As I entered the house I explained to the boy’s mum that I was 
wearing a different hat this morning; she was pleased I'd arrived so quickly and I 
immediately got on with primary and secondary assessments. This was one 
occasion when a teenage boy was very pleased to see his teacher! 

Once the crew arrived and dad returned to the house he joked that he 
had been reminded of 'Local Hero' where characters had all sorts of 
responsibilities within the community! I'm glad I could help somebody; my 
knowledge and skills meant everybody was safe and calm when the ambulance 
crew arrived and I was confident I could deal with whatever awaited me when I 
got to the house. Community First Responders are invaluable and we urgently 
need more volunteers. Please don't be shy - you could do something to help 
your community and be a 'local hero' too. 

If you wish to become a Community First Responder, please contact 
Noel Orbell, Community Response Manager for Herefordshire on 07980 094808, 
or via the CFR admin office on cfradmin@wmas.nhs.uk 

mailto:cfradmin@wmas.nhs.uk
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Did you know that West Midlands Ambulance Service is applying to 
become a Foundation Trust?  Support your local ambulance service by becoming 
a member and back our bid for Foundation Trust status. To find out more about 
how you can help us and to make sure your views on future developments are 
heard, contact the Foundation Trust Office at: foundation.trust@wmas.nhs.uk 
<mailto:foundation.trust@wmas.nhs.uk> or call: 01384 246 411 (during office 
hours). 
Become a member, because it’s your Ambulance Service! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHY TEACHERS DRINK – PART II 

 

mailto:foundation.trust@wmas.nhs.uk
mailto:foundation.trust@wmas.nhs.uk
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WEATHER REPORT 

 
In spite of January having had an 
above average rainfall this has so far 
been a dry year in the southern half of 
the UK. In contrast there have been 
frequent heavy rain/flood warnings for 
western Scotland and north west of 
England. 
 Eardisland has been firmly in 
the dry half of the country: February, 
March, April and May have all had 

rainfall figures below the norm. For most of the country June shewed* the same 
pattern. However on the evening of 18

th
 June a few widely scattered showers 

drifted into England. The Leominster district benefitted from one of these. 
During a period of little less than 2 hours 21.3mm of rain fell, lifting our June 
rainfall to 57.1mm – a little above the norm. We were thus one of the lucky 
areas even though Eardisland is in a ‘rain shadow’ from the Welsh Hills. My 
guess is that these heavy showers (thunderstorm-like in their intensity of rain 
although there was no thunder) drifted northwards into England from France, 
bypassing the high ground of Wales. 
 Temperature wise there has been more than the usual number of warm 
sunny days but (so far) no record temperatures; around 25°C being the high on 
these days. 

Peter Glenn 
 

* Peter uses “shewed”. This is not a mistake but an archaic form of the modern 
“showed” .  Those of my generation who studied mathematics and science will 
see the word with a sense of sentimental affection since it was to be found in 
many dusty textbooks. 

 
AND FOR YOUR HOLIDAY . . . 
 
The Guardian of 10

th
 May gave some helpful suggestions for holiday 

destinations. I’ve picked out a few for you to think about. You could try 
Intercourse (Pennsylvania) – famous for an annual rhubarb festival, I am not 
making this up! Boring (Oregon), Dull (Ohio), Ordinary (Viginia), Hell (Michigan), 
Dildo (Newfoundland), Crotch Lake (Ontario) or, perhaps, Purgatory (Maine). If 
you go, please do let me know how you got on. 

Ed. 
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TOTAL LAWN CARE 
 

DOES YOUR GARDEN NEED SOME T.L.C.? 
 

FOR ALL YOUR GARDENING NEEDS: 
 

 LANDSCAPING 

 HEDGE CUTTING – REDUCED AND REMOVAL 

 MOWING INCLUDING LAWNS, VERGES, ORCHARDS AND ROUGH 
GRASS 

 ROTAVATING, WEED CONTROL, SPRAYING 

 NPTC QUALIFIED FOR ALL TREE WORK 

 PATIOS, FENCES, PATH AND STONEWORK 

 LAWN TREATEMENT, AERIATING AND SCARIFYING 
 

QUALIFIED AND INSURED 

 ALL RUBBISH REMOVED 
 

PLEASE PHONE MIKE: 01568 780904, 07964947272 OR 07564278339 
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C A Marsden 

Traditional and Modern Upholstery 
Upholstery : Loose Covers : Chair Caning 

Repairs and Refurbishment : Upholstery Supplies 
 

Tel: 01544 388868  Mob: 07989 692472 
 

Email: cmarsden@freeuk.com 
 
 

 
 

 
French Conversation Groups 

 
Jill Probyn 

 
01568 708753 

 

 

mailto:cmarsden@freeuk.com
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CONTACTS 
 

EDITORIAL 
 

CHRIS BIVAND Arrow Bank, Eardisland, Leominster, HR6 9BT 
     01544 – 388375 
   Email:  chrisbivand@bivand.freeserve.co.uk 
 
 

ADVERTISING 

 

For all matters relating to advertising in this magazine or on the village 
website, please contact, 

 

PATRICIA GILL 

 01544 – 320364 

Email parishads@btinternet.com 

 

This edition of the Eardisland Parish Magazine was printed by 

Leominster Community Resource Centre 

 

Published by Eardisland Parish Council.  Views expressed are those of individual 
contributors and not necessarily those of Eardisland Parish Council. 

 
The Eardisland Parish Magazine is posted online in pdf format. 

 
Please visit www.eardisland.org.uk 

 
Unlike the printed version, most photographs and some advertisements appear 
in colour. You may need to download Adobe Acrobat reader, which you can find 

on the web by using Google. The program is entirely free. 
 

 

Copy date for the next edition of the Eardisland Parish Magazine: 
 

FRIDAY 3RD SEPTEMBER 2010 
 

mailto:chrisbivand@bivand.freeserve.co.uk
mailto:parishads@btinternet.com
http://www.eardisland.org.uk/

