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Mike Gardner with the weathercock now safely installed on top of the church 

tower. Mike’s craftsmanship should last for many a long year. The main contractor 
for the work at St Mary the Virgin is Splitlath Ltd. 

Photo by Kathleen Freeman 
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SERVICES AT CHURCH OF ST MARY THE VIRGIN, EARDISLAND 
 

Rector: Reverend Dr. Rob Taylor 
 

The Rectory,  
Kingsland. 

 
 01568 708255 

 
Churchwardens: 
     Mrs S Askew                              Dr A Hoda 
    The Granary                               Arrow Lawn    

Tel: 01544 388637                    Tel: 01544 388131 
 
 

 

Sunday 31
st

 July 

11.00 am Benefice Communion  Leinthall Earles 
 

Sunday 7
th

 August 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

9.30 am Family Service Kingsland 

11.00 am Holy Eucharist (BCP) Aymestrey 

11.00 am Matins Kingsland 
 

Sunday 14
th

 August   

8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) Kingsland 

9.30 am Matins Eardisland 

9.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) Aymestrey 

11.00 am Holy Communion Kingsland 
 

Sunday 21
st

  August   

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

11.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) Kingsland 

3.30 pm Holy Communion Leinthall Earles 
 

Sunday 28
th

 August  

8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) Kingsland 

9.30 am Holy Communion   Eardisland 

11.00 am Holy Communion Kingsland 

6.30 pm Choral Evensong Kingsland 
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EDITORIAL 
 
I was interested to learn that Lorna Selfe has just 
published a new book entitled ‘Nadia Revisited: a 
Longitudinal Study of an Autistic Savant’ (published 
by Routledge, Psychology Press). The book re-
examines the case of Nadia, a girl discovered by 
Lorna. Nadia was aged six at that time but she had 
been drawing with phenomenal skill and visual 
realism  from the age of three, despite having autism 
and severe leaning difficulties. The case caused 
international interest and Lorna describes what 
subsequently happened to Nadia, who is now in 
middle age. She looks at her extraordinary ability in 
the light of other savants and the explanations for 
their precocious skills (in calculating, music, feats of 
memory and drawing) despite low level intellectual 

abilities. By strange coincidence, on the day Lorna’s book was published, their 
daughter, Jessie, gained her qualification as a teacher. So congratulations to her 
too. (Picture above drawn by Nadia at the age of 5 years 6 months) 
  And on to a ‘polite notice’ received from a villager (name and address 
supplied). The correspondent wrote “Would the owner/s of the large dog which 
fouls the pavements and footpaths of the village (notably the footpaths across the 
fields between the village and the weir) please pick up after their pet?  Clearing up 
after your dog defecates is a required responsibility, not an option!” I couldn’t 
agree more, leaving dog mess is anti-social, dangerous - because of disease, 
especially in children - and illegal. The maximum fine is now, I believe, £1000. 
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  Reference was made recently to famous people in Eardisland. Merry 
Albright wrote to say “In 2002 Kevin McCloud made several visits to Eardisland, 
filming at various locations including Earlslean House and The Old Workshop, for 
Channel 4's  Grand Designs. He was particularly interested in Staick House and 
Knapp House and ate lunch at both The Swan and The Cross. He was accompanied 
by the series director Simon Bisset - who coincidentally reluctantly declared 
himself nephew of film star Jaqueline Bisset. 
 Before this another TV crew and 'famous' presenter spent several days at 
Earlslean House (I think during the early 1980's but I forget exactly when). At the 
time Judith Chalmers was one of TV's biggest personalities (the era of  Wincey 
Willis, Rusty Lee and Anne Diamond, I think) and she interviewed John Greene and 
his family to document his fledging Eardisland based business, Border Oak.” 
 And here’s another thing, the late Richard Baldwin told me that script-
writers for ‘The Archers’ used to drink in both the Cross and White Swan regularly. 
I wonder if they still do? Some of the story lines show remarkable similarity to 
events in this village from time to time. 
 Finally, I was greatly saddened to hear of the death of Howard Davies. 
There will be an obituary in September. 

Chris Bivand 
EARDISLAND VILLAGE DIARY 2011 
 
Saturday 23

rd
 July Litter pick - see page 8 

Tuesday 26
th

 July Bloomin’ Judges, 10.00am - see page 6 

Wednesday 27
th

 July CLAP meeting - see page 10 

Thursday 28
th

 July 7.30pm Parish Council Meeting, VH 

Saturday 6
th

 August Barbecue at Hardwick House 

Thursday 11
th

 August ‘Pride and Prejudice’ - see page 36 

Saturday 27
th

 August onwards Art in Weobley - see page 36 

August Bank Holiday Sunday Annual Duck Race 

Friday 2nd September MAGAZINE COPY DATE 

Saturday 3rd September Village Show 

Thursday 8
th

 September 7.30pm Parish Council Meeting, VH 

Sunday 11
th

 September Open Garden - see page 6 

Friday 16
th

 Septemer St Michael’s Walk - see page 29 

Friday 23
rd

 September CLAP meeting - see page 11 

Saturday 24
th

 September CLAP meeting - see page 11 

Sunday 16
th

 October Harvest Festival and Lunch 

Thursday 27
th

 October 7.30pm Parish Council Meeting, VH 

Saturday 29th October  Halloween Party 

Friday 11th November MAGAZINE COPY DATE 

Saturday 12th November Village Band and Friends, VH, 7.30pm 

Tuesday 22nd November  Christmas Bingo 

Thursday 24
th

 November 7.30pm Parish Council Meeting, VH 
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BARBECUE AT HARDWICK HOUSE 
 

Saturday 6th August 2011 - 6.30 to 10.00p.m. 
 
 

Adults - £12.50, Under 16s - £7.50, Under 5’s – free 
 

Includes full BBQ and pudding 
 

Licensed Bar; Live Music; Grand Draw;  
Firework Finale 

 
Tickets available from: Tea Rooms (388226), Village Shop, Dian Cope 

(388389), P Brown (388389), or any PCC member 
 

In aid of Eardisland Church Appeal  
 

 

 

 
 

DUCK RACE 
on 

The Mill Stream 
Eardisland 

on 
August 28th 

Bank Holiday Sunday 
First Race 2.30pm 

Cash Prizes 
Stalls 
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OPEN GARDEN 
 
Doug & Mavis Tantrum are holding an ‘Open Garden’ at Black Barns on Sunday 
11

th
  September. Trains will be running (weather permitting). This event will be in 

aid of the Bowling Club. Refreshments, hot and cold, will be  served all day. The 
event will start at 10am and continue to 5pm. Everyone is welcome. 
 
EARDISLAND COMMUNITY WEBSITE 
 
Just a reminder to all secretaries of clubs and organisations in the parish, would 
you please keep the website administrators up to date with any changes to key 
personnel, their contact details, especially their telephone numbers, and any 
changes to times of meetings etc. 

And please don’t forget that if you are planning an event please let us 
know the details so we can put the information on the website. 

Much appreciated. 
James and Ben 

Tel: 388208 & 388976 
 

Email: james@eardisland.org.uk     ben@eardisland.org.uk 
 
Editor’s note: The same applies to the magazine! 
 
EARDISLAND IN BLOOM (INCORPORATING THE E TEAM) 
 
The Heart of England in Bloom campaign’s two judges will be coming to Eardisland 
on Tuesday 26

th
 July to judge the village’s entry for 2011.  They will be here from 

around 10am until approximately 12.30pm. 
Villagers will be aware that in 2010 we gained a Gold award, and we hope to 

repeat that success this year. The “In Bloom” group have designed the judges’ 
itineray, with chauffeur driven vintage car - courtesy of Bob Aldred. In time order: 

 a welcome at the village hall at 10 am,  

 viewing a private garden in Church Lane,  

 the village centre to view the exterior of the community shop and AA 
Box,  

 meeting volunteer shop staff and viewing the Dovecote and twinning 
garden areas,  

 a short visit to Oak View Allotments, and an apple orchard in Burton 
Lane, 

 visiting Burton Court to see the recently created gardens, now open for 
public viewing, 

mailto:james@eardisland.org.uk
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 lastly, back to the village hall for light refreshments, with some live 
musical accompaniment played by the village band, where they will also 
meet some of those that have made a contribution to “blooming” 
Eardisland. 
 

So what have we done this year? 

1. Village furniture: the Parish Council is responsible for maintaining the 

village furniture. On its behalf, the E Team have stained the children’s 

play area fencing (using seven, two and a half litre tins of stain!), the lay- 

by railings adjacent to the bridge, and also various wooden litter bin 

surrounds - special thanks go to Eric Pilcher and Pete Dedman for this 

particular work. The cost of buying the wood stain was met by the 

Council, via its precept; 

2. Village shop surrounds: we have built a raised garden, and created a new 

herb garden - with kind donations of plants from Alex of Lawton Herbs, 

and thanks also to Suzanne, the shop’s fruit and vegetables lady, for 

donating some flowering plants for the raised garden; 

3. Village hall: we have tidied the area outside the village hall, and installed 

several tubs planted up by nine youngsters from the parish. We know the 

children had great fun planting and hopefully learnt a few things on the 

way about plant care. Thanks go to Edna and Brian Pollard for generously 

donating a number of plants for this project. The bin and sandbag storage 

area is now screened by a new fence, a test for Ben Woodcock’s D.I.Y. 

skills. Thanks also to the Connop family for moving the sandbags (a big 

job) to a better position. The Village Hall Management Committee 

contributed £25 towards the cost of the plants; 

4. Village centre car park:  we have trimmed and tidied the hedging 

surrounding the park, and continued to weed the area as necessary.  

Peter Glenn has been weeding and pruning the Memorial Garden roses, 

to great effect, and is keeping the recently stained benches clean; 

5. The entrance to the east end of the village:  Annie and Keith Mitchell 

have again smartened up this area by planting up tubs and maintaining 

the raised beds, despite the best efforts of the rabbits to destroy them. 
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Still To Do . . . 

Presenting Eardisland in its best light: 
1. Litter Pick: In advance of the judges visit we are organising another litter 

pick, to be on Saturday 23
rd

 July starting at 10.30am, outside the 
Dovecote. We will be in possession of 5 litter pick packs, containing bags, 
litter grabbers and high visibility jackets, but would urge any volunteers 
who would like to help to bring along gloves and, if you possess one, a 
reflective jacket just in case.  You may even be able to help with a little 
gentle, last minute weeding. If you can help in either way we would be 
delighted to see you there  

2. General Appearance: we ask everyone in the village to be aware that the 
“In Bloom “ campaign is ongoing, trying to give Eardisland a cared-for 
look all year round for the benefit of parishioners and visitors alike. 
However, we are being judged on the 26

th
 July, so any contribution you 

can make to upkeep/improve the appearance of the village for then, 
especially where you may have some responsibility for an area, will be 
welcome. 

Reminder 

 The E Team usually meets every Thursday morning, close to the shop area, from 
spring through to autumn to carry out weekly tasks. Our numbers have not grown 
significantly over the last year or two and recently we have temporarily lost the 
services of two members.  If you are able to spare a little time you would be very 
welcome: contact via Derek Wareham.  

Derek Wareham 
Chris Watson 

For and on behalf of Eardisland In Bloom and the E Team 
 
PARISH FOOTPATH OFFICERS UPDATE 
 
Grant Funding 
 
For the 2011/12 Financial Year, the Parish Council has available £495 grant 
funding for footpaths use. This sum comes from the Parish Paths Partnership (P3) 
scheme, and is made up of: 

1. Unspent grant of £215, carried over from 2010/11 and 
2. The grant award of £280.00 for 2011/12. 

 
This grant is to be spent on behalf of the Parish Council, overseen by the Footpath 
Officers, on the following activities*: 
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i. Maintenance works to keep paths open, particularly cutting back 
vegetation (excluding crops) 

ii. Maintenance and installation of gates, stile cross-steps and 
other furniture 

iii. Signposting and waymarking 
iv. Surveys and inspections associated with the above  
v. Purchase and maintenance of tools. 

 
* taken from P3 Agreement between the Parish Council and 
Herefordshire Council, April 2011 - March 2012 

 
Currently, we have identified the following works as needing to be done: 
a. the stile at the village road end of ED7, is a potential safety hazard, and really 
should be replaced with a kissing gate. Amey is aware of this and we are still 
awaiting its response 
b. the gate at the beginning of KL21 needs replacing with a new gate/kissing gate – 
to be negotiated with the landowner 
c. minor repair works on ED2/3. 

 
In addition, inevitably there will be running repairs on all footpaths apparent 
during the year.  
 
Other Matters 

 

At the time of writing, 23
rd

 June, footpath ED1B running around Home Farm, is not 
walkable, and is subject to remedy via the landowner and Herefordshire Council. 
We will post on the notice board in the village car park any changes to this 
position.  
 
As many will know, Derek is temporarily out of physical action, and likely to be so 
until the end of the summer whilst recuperating from a serious operation. Our 
service to the Community is therefore less than it might otherwise be. Let’s hope 
Derek gets well soon!    

Derek Wareham 
Chris Watson 

 

Ode to the ‘E Team’ 
 

Just who are the ‘E Team’? I hear you say. 
What do they do and what is their pay? 

Well, five of our men folk, all in their prime! 
Get together on Thursdays and have a great time. 

They give up their time and effort for free, 
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Except for some flapjack and a nice cup of tea! 
They stained nearly all of the twenty one benches 

As well as the playground and riverside fences. 
Tubs have been planted and hedges are trimmed, 

Litter picks organised where rubbish is binned. 
The gardens surrounding the community shop, 

Look better each week and they never stop 
Come rain or come shine they’re out in all weathers, 

A bit of bad weather can’t dampen their feathers! 
Around Eardisland village spring bulbs they have planted, 

A sight to behold that we now take for granted. 
Their honorary members assist them unseen, 

Weeding the rose garden and keeping benches clean, 
Planting tubs at the village entrance for us all to see 

Caring for them daily, what a chore that must be! 
The children who planted the tubs and the pots 

Outside the village hall – they are the tops! 
But their numbers are few and they need some more folk 

To lend them a hand and have a laugh and a joke! 
So whatever your age if you want to help out 

Get in touch with the ‘E Team’, you’ll see them about! 
I’m now going to finish my little rhyme 

By thanking the ‘E Team’ for all of the time 
They spend making our village a sight to behold. 

Good luck with ‘In Bloom’. Bring home a gold! 
 

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION POPPY APPEAL 
 
As the co-ordinator for the Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal in Eardisland I am 
looking for an extra helper/s  this year to cover the areas of Hardwick and Lower 
Burton. Would anyone who is interested please contact me, Rita Kirby,   01544 
388810. 
 
 
COMMUNITY LED ACTION PLAN (formerly known as Parish Plan) 
 
Following the successful initial meeting, attended by over 40 parishioners, a 
Steering Group with twelve members was set up and has now met twice. 
Observers are welcome at the next meeting of the Steering Group on Wednesday 
27th July in The Village Hall @ 7.30pm. 
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One of the objects of the Action Plan is to identify priorities for using and 
improving all the assets and facilities in the village and parish.  
Another is to identify ways of involving all the members of the community and to 
gather the views and opinions of as many groups, organisations, and individuals in 
the community as possible on how to improve the life of our village. 
 

This is your community and we want to know what you want for Eardisland 
 
As a result of having a plan such as this, we will be able to apply for grants to help 
us achieve these aims.  
 
Planning for Real 
There will be an exhibition of plans and an opportunity for all to take part in a 
planning exercise and also give your views on: 
 

Friday September 23
rd

, 6pm to 8:30pm and 
Saturday September 24th  10:00am to 3:00pm in the Village Hall 

 
Drop in at any time 

 
This exercise should appeal to all age groups because in one part you will be 
invited to put stickers into large-scale maps to indicate what you would like to 
happen at that location. 

Transport facilities and how you would like to see these develop; better 
provision for young people are just some of the areas we want to explore. 

The results from this will help to draw up the questionnaire that will be 
circulated later in the year. 

 
We need to know what you want so that this can be included in the Plan. 

  
We are also inviting all groups and organisations in the Parish to take advantage of 
the space to give out information on their activities. 

Refreshments will be served. 
 
If your group or organisation would like to take part on that occasion please 
contact either: 
 
Chair:  Greta Pennington  

01544 388110   gapglebe@fsmail.net 
Secretary: Annie Mitchell 

01544388 605  keithannie@tiscali.co.uk 
 

We look forward to hearing from you. 

mailto:gapglebe@fsmail.net
mailto:keithannie@tiscali.co.uk
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OH, WHAT A NIGHT! 
 
About 40 people enjoyed an evening 
of fun, laughter and song. They also 
raised enough money to pay for the 
Royal Wedding Celebration Mugs. 
The hall rang with laughter at the 
brilliant antics of our compere Barry 
at his best; he even pulled a rabbit 
from out of his top hat at one point. 
Kathleen tried to keep him in order 
but failed dismally. Brother and 
sister, Emily and Zac, with Dad on 
the piano enchanted the audience 
with their singing. Margaret, Val, 
Phil, Derek and Pete gave a spirited 
rendition of some Old Tyme Music 

Hall songs whilst Annette played the 
piano. She also played whilst Dian 
led the audience with some of the 
old songs everyone was singing 
whether they knew the words or 
not. I think everyone would agree 
that the highlight of the evening was 
Pat and Dian in “The Stripper”, if you 
missed this you missed a treat. 

Thanks to all those who 
took part in this wonderful evening 
for such a good cause. Special 
thanks to Dian who worked so hard 
in putting it all together. 

Eardisland Village Hall Committee  
 

EARDISLAND COMMUNITY SHOP 
 
The Annual General Meeting for the 
year ended 31 December 2010 was 
held on 30 June in the Village Hall 
and was attended by more than 30 
shareholders joined by some of our 
volunteers. 

This , our second AGM, was 
the first in which we had been 
trading from the shop.  

The Chairman was able to 
report that the shop had achieved 
the aims and objectives we set 
ourselves for the first trading year.  

From a business 
perspective, sales were ahead of our 
business plan, we had a trading 
surplus before costs and we have 
sufficient cash reserves to sustain 
the business. We are confident we 
have a viable venture going forward. 

Our second objective, 
equally important, was to provide a 

service and ‘social’ centre for the 
community. From the feedback we 
get from volunteers and shoppers, 
we have created that and the shop 
has joined the Parish Magazine and 
website as a key part of the 
communications network in the 
Parish. 

Thirdly we wanted to 
support local businesses and 
producers. All building alterations 
and improvements were carried out 
by local tradesmen, we have 
purchased products from more than 
40 local producers and 76% of sales 
are from local products. 

There have been many 
highlights during the year: the 
opening on 31 March 2010, the 
‘official’ opening on 1

st
 May, when 

Paul (postman) cut the tape for us, 
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the food tasting event in the Village 
Hall in August to name but three. 

Our key achievement 
though has been we opened, as 
planned, for over 2200 hours during 
the 38 weeks to year end. All are 
volunteer hours and a fantastic 
achievement by our Community. 

All resolutions were passed 
unanimously by the shareholders in 
attendance at the AGM, including 
the re-election of all members of the 
existing Committee. 

Your Committee does an 
awful lot of hours away from the 
shop to keep the enterprise going 
and the shop stocked. In the year 

nobody has received any payment 
or claimed any expenses. 

Finally, you may have seen 
in the Herefordshire Times that in 
the Herefordshire Volunteer Awards 
2011 your Committee was given a 
commendation in the Team Awards, 
from over 60 entries only three were 
given awards. The Committee 
recognises that without the support 
of all our volunteers this would not 
have been achieved. Key to the 
success of this venture is and will 
remain the support of volunteers. 

Thank you for your 
contribution to the success of the 
shop and for your continued 
support. 

Albert Sheffield 
Eardisland Community Shop Association 

 01544 388984 
EARDISLAND TWINNING ASSOCIATION 
 
I had expected to be writing in this 
issue of the success the visit had 
been of our friends from La Vieille 
Lyre, which should have been in 
early June. As you all know, for local 
reasons in France the visit has been 
postponed. We are now working 
towards the visit taking place in 
May/June 2012. 
 As we had expected the 
trip, apart from Burns Night, we had 
not planned any get togethers and 

as the village has a host of planned 
activities from other groups the 
calendar is quite full. 

We will have an AGM, 
probably combined with a social 
event, in the early Autumn and 
details will be in the next issue. 

In the meantime if you 
have any questions regarding the 
Eardisland Twinning Association or 
wish to join, please feel free to 
contact me. 

Albert Sheffield 
 
  



 14 

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 
 

Speed Restriction Enforcement in Eardisland and elsewhere! 
 
Since February the local policing 
team has continued to implement 
speed enforcement in the village. 
The Traffic Management Order for 
Eardisland and the position of the 
30mph signs originally came into 
effect on 17.01.2000 and is currently 
in the process of being reviewed. 
The laser gun has been operated by 
a variety of police officers and 
enforcement can be operative from 
the 30mph repeater sign at Orchard 
Cottages up to the bridge itself. 
Enforcement has been operational 
between 7.45 – 9.00am on a 
number of occasions and recently 
two speeding tickets were issued 
along with a number of police 
warnings to errant motorists. It 
might be helpful to record that the 
two tickets issued were to drivers 
who were travelling through the 
centre of the village at 37mph and 
40 mph respectively. The campaign 
is up and running! 

It was most interesting and 
apt to read a press release in late 
May ‘that the 30mph speed limit on 
the A4110 at Canon Pyon is to be 
enforced by the Safer Roads 
Partnership in West Mercia due to 
the high speeds of vehicles 
travelling through the village’. It 
transpired that the new mobile 
speed enforcement site forms part 
of the ‘Community Concern’ 
programme which responds to 
concerns from local people about 
the speeds of vehicles travelling 

through their communities. Speed 
data collected showed that two 
thirds of all vehicles exceed the 
30mph speed limit in Canon Pyon, 
and that 15% of vehicles travel 
above 38mph. Enforcement was set 
to start on 23 May and data will be 
collected after the launch to assess 
the impact of enforcement on 
speeds and driver behaviour. 

As Eardisland village is now 
a PACT priority for speed 
enforcement it is hoped that the NW 
Team working with the Parish 
Council will be able to pursue a 
similar approach through the Safer 
Roads Partnership over the next few 
months. 
Partners and Communities 
Together (PACT) 

PACT meetings provide the 
public with the opportunity to tell 
your local policing team and 
partners about the issues that are 
causing concern within your 
neighbourhood and which ones you 
want the police to deal with as a 
priority. 
Recent PACT events have been 
organised individually in the villages 
of Lyonshall, Shobdon, Weobley and 
Pembridge. 
  If you feel that a similar 
event would be of value to 
Eardisland then please let one of the 
NW Team know and we can follow 
the request up with the local policing 
team. It could even help emphasise 
our concerns over speed 



enforcement and other issues that you might deem to be important. 
 

Seasonal Crime Trends 
 
Thefts in Kington Rural Area! 
Two Royal Mail postboxes were removed from their posts sometime on the 15/16 
June. These small red Victorian-style postboxes were stolen from locations at 
Lower Burton Farm and at Monkland Bainstree Farm. It is believed that the thieves 
put a rope around the boxes and pulled them out using a motorised vehicle. 
Apparently there is a ready market for such valuable items via internet sites such 
as eBay. 

 
BT Scam 
There has been a spate of scams and we felt it important to let you know the style 
of approach that has been adopted. A victim of such a scam reported: 
“I received a call from a ‘representative of BT’ informing me that he was 
disconnecting me because of an unpaid bill. He demanded immediate payment of 
£31.00 or it would cost £118.00 to reconnect at a later date. 

I asked the man his name and he gave me the very ‘English’ name John 
Peacock through an ‘African’ accent and informed me that his phone number was 
0800 0800 152. 

Obviously the fellow realised I didn’t believe his story so offered to 
demonstrate that he was from BT. I asked how and he told me to hang up and try 
phoning someone – he would disconnect my phone to prevent this, AND HE DID! 
My phone was dead – no engaged tone, nothing – until he phoned me again. Very 
pleased with himself, he asked if that was enough proof that he was with BT. I 
asked how the payment was to be made and he said by credit card, there and 
then. I said that I didn’t know how he had done it but that I had no intention of 
paying him or that he worked for BT. He hung up and when I dialled 1471 the 
number was withheld. 

I phoned his fictitious 0800 number which was not recognised and so I 
phoned the police to let them know. I wasn’t the first! Police advice was to let 
people know of this scam and to give a sense of how it is achieved. The man 
carrying out the scam had given the wrong BT number as it should have been 0800 
800 152 which would take you through to BT Business. The ‘cutting off’ of the line 
is very simple as the man would stay on-line with the mute button depressed 
making it impossible for you to call out – but he can hear you trying (this is 
because the person who initiates a call is the one to terminate it). When you stop 
trying he cuts off and immediately calls back”. 

Beware and pass it on! 
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Garden Shed Crime 
Please review the information concerning shed break-ins that was published in the 
May issue of the Parish Magazine. Police have informed us that the reports of such 
crimes are on the increase in the Leominster area and so be extra vigilant! 
 
Have a Safe and Secure Summer 
West Mercia is a safe place to live and burglary figures remain low. In fact, less 
than one per cent of homes are burgled each year and your local policing team is 
working hard to reduce this figure even further.  
With the summer holiday season now upon us, West Mercia Police is reminding 
residents to be vigilant and follow a few simple steps to help keep your home safe 
and secure while you're away on holiday:  
 
. let a neighbour or friend know that you're going away.  
. arrange for them to check on your house - collect mail, open / close curtains.  
. remember to cancel your milk and newspapers.  
. encourage a neighbour to park on your drive.  
. use timer switches to turn lights on during the evenings.  
. don't forget your garden! Effective garden security will help to keep your home 
secure.  
 
For more information about home and garden security, or to contact your local 
policing team, please visit the force website www.westmercia.police.uk 
 

Keith Mitchell (Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator) 
 

Neighbour- 
hood Watch 
Co-ordinator 

Keith Mitchell Arrow Lea 01544 388605 

 
 
Neighbour- 
hood Watch Team 

Mike Coleburn 
Gerry Corfield  
Barry Freeman 
John Holding 
John Hope 
Brian Pollard 
Graham Simpson 
Ben Woodcock 

Upper Hardwick 
Broome Lane 
Holmlea 
Old Pearmain 
Lower Hardwick Fm 
Stephen’s Cottage 
Lyme Lane 
2 Orchard Cottages 

01544 388486 
01544 388575 
01544 388226 
01544 388176 
01544 388504 
01544 388915 
01544 388641 
01544 388976 

 
Please note: Our Community Support Officer is Dick Allford who can be contacted 
on 07968 462523. 
PLEASE MAKE A NOTE OF THESE NUMBERS. You probably won’t need them, but 
you might! 

http://www.westmercia.police.uk/
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ANTIQUES - BEWARE! 
 
After Keith let me have the report above, I was made aware of what may be 
attempts to separate you from your money in Eardisland, and the area generally. 

In the antiques trade - furniture, clocks, jewellery etc., there are 
‘knockers’ who travel around asking householders if they have anything for sale. 
They may offer a good price for the first deal to gain your confidence, then return 
shortly afterwards to make offers on other things that they have spotted. 
Needless to say, the other offers are far below the actual value of the items. There 
are variations on this theme. 
 Just the other day I received a very attractive glossy brochure from a 
‘business’ seeking to buy antiques and fine art, giving examples of how much I 
could save by not going to auction with items I might wish to sell. This brochure 
quoted (London) auction houses charging over 40% commission. I don’t know 
about London, but I do know that local auction companies charge around 16% + 
VAT - different companies charge slightly different rates, but they are broadly 
similar. On the back of the brochure there was an address which was checked by a 
friend. It appears that the ‘business’ had had a stall at the address given, but not 
for some time. 
 This matter has been reported to the Police and also to Eardisland 
Neighbourhood Watch. 
  
The summary of advice is: 
 

 Don’t be fooled by glossy brochures. 

 Don’t even think of letting somebody in to your home unless they have a 
previous appointment and you are confident of their identity. 

 Never accept an on-the-spot offer. There are reputable dealers not far 
away, Leominster and Hereford spring to mind. 

 Always obtain a number of independent valuations before agreeing to a 
sale. 

 Check any telephone numbers or addresses you are given. 

 If in doubt, consult friends and/or family. 

 If in extreme doubt, phone the Police. They will help, that’s their job. 
 

Chris Bivand 
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An Opportunity to Purchase Part of our Church History  
& 

Sponsor its Future 

 
Following a visit to our Church by Diocesan advisors, formalities for 
replacing pews with chairs are progressing, although for historical reasons 
the two “Churchwardens’ Pews” with their brass stave-holders will be 
retained for posterity. Subject to such approval being given by the Diocese, 
it is now appropriate that present and former parish residents should be 
given the opportunity to express their interest in acquiring any remaining 
Pews and/or sponsoring new Chairs for the congregation. Over 100 chairs 
will be needed. 

The suggested donation for pew-purchase is £100 and for chair-
sponsorship £80. If you can gift-aid your donation this increases its value to 
St Mary’s Church by 25% without any additional cost to yourself. If desired 
an engraved brass plaque can be fitted recording a person or an event. 
Requests will be dealt with in order of receipt so don’t delay as enquiries are 
already being made! Those wishing to avail themselves are requested to 
register their intent as soon as possible with Alister Hoda at Arrow Lawn, 
Eardisland HR6 9BS or Richard Kirby at The Old Barn, Eardisland HR6 
9BG using the form included herewith (which should be returned ASAP to 
either party) or else by e-mail to bhoda@btinternet.com 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The Church of St Mary the Virgin, Eardisland 
Purchase and/or Sponsorship of Pews & Chairs 

Name: 
Address: 
Telephone No:                                                             E-mail address: 
Number of Pews Required:         
No:                                                                               Sum: £ 
Number of Chairs Sponsored:    
No:                                                                               Sum: £  
Any donation (for those not wishing either option above) gratefully 
received:   Sum: £ 
Payment to be Gift Aided:           Yes/No 
Message/s or Name/s on chair plaque/s (if wanted): Please write below 
clearly in capitals:- 
 
 
Signature (if not replying by e-mail): 
 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
  

mailto:bhoda@btinternet.com
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THE WHITE SWAN 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
l to r: Douglas Simpson, Tim Simpson (Proprietor), Lee Bradshaw (Chef), Jolene 
Bradshaw. 
 
I popped into the White Swan recently to meet the new owner, Tim Simpson.  
Tim, his wife Lorna, and their children Douglas, Arabella and William, hail from 
Somerset, from a rural family of cheesemakers.   They owned a farm in Usk for 14 
years, and Tim ran a pub in Caerleon, honing his trade.  Driving through Eardisland 
one day the family fell in love with the village and determined to return here to 
live.  

Tim is passionate about giving excellent, friendly service to customers, 
and says he wants the White Swan to be “a really good country pub with a great 
atmosphere and cracking good food”.  The pub already offers a selection of real 
ales and local ciders, but if anyone has any suggestions, input or a tipple of which 
they’re particularly fond, let Tim know and he’ll do his best to accommodate! 
Tim has hired chef Lee Bradshaw to oversee the restaurant. Lee hails from the Isle 
of Wight, where he has been a professional chef for over 16 years.  Whilst at the 
Crab & Lobster Inn as Head Chef he won the prestigious Good Food Guide Pub of 
the Year award in 2006 and again in 2010.  Lee’s food philosophy is 
straightforward: to offer the best local, seasonal food, cooked simply, at fair 
prices.  Game dishes will feature, along with his love of cooking fish.   
 Tim and his family want very much to be involved in the community; their 
son Douglas is already working in the pub, learning the trade.  
The White Swan is open every day from 10.30am, offering coffee and pastries as 
well as a full bar.  The restaurant is open for Lunch from 12 - 2.30pm and Dinner 
from 6pm-9pm Wednesday to Sunday, although light lunches are also available 
Monday and Tuesday.  The Swan will host quiz nights, and feature live musical 
entertainment throughout the month. I wish them well. 

Chris Bivand  
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RECTOR’S LETTER 
 
Politicians and religious leader often talk of community. Yet in society’s emphasis 
on personal satisfaction, we are in danger of losing the importance of working 
together in diverse communities using the varied skills and aptitudes we have.  
There is an old wisdom story set in a monastery which talks of the importance of 
valuing one another in community. 

The story concerns a monastery that had fallen upon hard times. Once a 
great order, there were now only five monks left in the decaying monastery: the 
abbot and four others, all over seventy in age.  

In the deep woods surrounding the monastery there was a little hut that 
a rabbi from a nearby town occasionally used for a hermitage. One day came the 
message "The rabbi is in the woods."  As he agonized over the death of his order, 
the abbot decided to visit the hermitage and ask the rabbi if he could offer any 
advice that might save the monastery. 

The rabbi welcomed the abbot at his hut. But when the abbot explained 
the purpose of his visit, the rabbi could only commiserate with him. "I know how it 
is," he exclaimed. "The spirit has gone out of the people. It is the same in my town. 
Almost no one comes to the synagogue anymore." So the old abbot and the old 
rabbi sat, read together and quietly spoke of deep things. The time came when 
the abbot had to leave. "It has been a wonderful thing that we should meet after 
all these years, "the abbot said, "but I have still failed in my purpose for coming 
here. Is there nothing you can tell me, no piece of advice you can give me that 
would help me save my dying order?" "No, I am sorry," the rabbi responded. "I 
have no advice to give. The only thing I can tell you is that the Messiah is one of 
you." 

When the abbot returned to the monastery his fellow monks gathered 
around him to ask, "Well what did the rabbi say?" "He couldn't help," the abbot 
answered. "The only thing he did say, just as I was leaving - it was something 
cryptic - was that the Messiah is one of us. I don't know what he meant." 

In the days and weeks and months that followed, the old monks 
pondered this and wondered whether there was any possible significance to the 
rabbi's words. The Messiah is one of us? Could he possibly have meant one of us 
monks here at the monastery? If that's the case, which one? Do you suppose he 
meant the abbot? Yes, if he meant anyone, he probably meant Father Abbot. He 
has been our leader for more than a generation. On the other hand, he might have 
meant Brother Thomas. Certainly Brother Thomas is a holy man. Everyone knows 
that Thomas is a man of light. Certainly he could not have meant Brother Elred! 
Elred gets crotchety at times. But come to think of it, even though he is a thorn in 
people's sides, when you look back on it, Elred is virtually always right. Often very 
right. Maybe the rabbi did mean Brother Elred. But surely not Brother Phillip. 
Phillip is so passive, a real nobody. But then, almost mysteriously, he has a gift for 
somehow always being there when you need him. He just magically appears by 
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your side. Maybe Phillip is the Messiah. Of course the rabbi didn't mean me. He 
couldn't possibly have meant me. I'm just an ordinary person. Yet supposing he 
did? Suppose I am the Messiah? O God, not me. I couldn't be that much for You, 
could I? 

As they contemplated in this manner, the old monks began to treat each 
other with extraordinary respect on the off chance that one among them might be 
the Messiah. And on the off chance that each monk himself might be the Messiah, 
they began to treat themselves with extraordinary respect. 
Because the forest in which it was situated was beautiful, it so happened that 
people still occasionally came to visit the monastery to picnic on its tiny lawn, to 
wander along some of its paths, even now and then to go into the dilapidated 
chapel to meditate. As they did so, without even being conscious of it, they sensed 
the aura of extraordinary respect that now began to surround the five old monks 
and seemed to radiate out from them and permeate the atmosphere of the place. 
There was something strangely attractive, even compelling, about it. Hardly 
knowing why, they began to come back to the monastery more frequently to 
picnic, to play, to pray. They began to bring their friends to show them this special 
place. And their friends brought their friends. 

Then it happened that some of the younger men who came to visit the 
monastery started to talk more and more with the old monks. After a while one 
asked if he could join them. Then another. And another. So within a few years the 
monastery had once again become a thriving order and, thanks to the rabbi's gift, 
a vibrant center of light and spirituality. 

God’s gift of the Holy Spirit encourages us to work together because no 
one has all the gifts and talents. It is only by truly working together, allowing our 
gifts to be used, whilst supporting others and their gifts, will a healthy and strong 
community be forged where all are cared for, and all encouraged to become all 
they could be. Because none of us is perfect, mistakes will be made, which 
requires the exercising of love and forgiveness, two further works of the Holy 
Spirit in our lives.  

May you find great delight as you discover and share your true gifts with 
one another in our community.  

Rob 
 
OPEN GARDENS WEEKEND 2011 
 
The weather forecast for Eardisland 
Open Gardens Weekend this year 
did not look very promising a few 
weeks ago, so the worst was feared! 
However the men from the met 
office slowly reduced their worst 
prognostications and in the end 

Saturday was showery but Sunday, 
always the busiest day, was clear of 
rain. 

Our visitors still came, 
despite the Saturday showers, and 
the eight lovely gardens that were 
open afforded them a very 



 22 

enjoyable visit. Those who come are 
always very appreciative of the 
variety of gardens, in the beautiful 
setting of our village, and many 
come back regularly, but there are 
always lots of newcomers too. 

Overall over 300 people 
came, and with ticket sales and 
refreshments and profits from a sale 
of works the weekend raised over 
£1850. 

None of this would have 
been possible without the 
tremendous assistance of all those 
who helped by selling tickets, 
making cakes, helping in the Village 
Hall catering, erecting signs and 
arranging publicity, and an 
enormous thank you is due to all. 

This year a number of new (and 
younger!)  helpers  were recruited – 
who may be able to help in future – 
and so the baton passes on! 

Of course the gardens are 
central to the weekend and a great 
thank you is due to those who 
opened their gardens for the 
enjoyment of others, especially after 
a winter that affected many gardens 
adversely. 

The church and the PCC are 
very appreciative of all this, and of 
the essential monies raised for the 
day to day running of the church. 
Thank you to everyone who helped 
to contribute to the weekend in any 
way. 

Serena Askew 
 

Footnote: The Eardisland Village Band played at Arrow Bank, apparently greatly 
appreciated by visitors. 
 
PICTURES ON BACK PAGE (48) 
 

On the back page there are 
copies of two old postcards. 
Sadly, neither is dated. The top 
shows ‘Bridge Guest House’ (at 
the Leominster end of Eardisland 
bridge), which became a shop, 
and subsequently a private 
house, now inhabited by Peter 
Glenn. 

The lower photograph is 
of the old mill that burned down 
in the 1960s, I believe. Just look 
at the scale of the thing, it’s 
huge. I believe that some of the 

stone was salvaged and used to 
build the current private house. 
The mill stream flows under the 
house and remains of the water 
wheel can still be seen in situ. 

Mill House is undergoing 
the most superb restoration 
under the ownership of John and 
Dot Aspinell. It is still very much 
‘work in progress’ at the 
moment, but the quality of the 
completed areas is without 
equal. 
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Eardisland Village Show 
 

2011 
 

At 
 

The Village Hall 
 

Saturday 3rd September 
 

2.00 - 4.30 pm 
 

Prizes will be awarded from 4.00 pm 
 

Entry open to all 
 

Grand Raffle 
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Section A: COOKERY 
 
1 a boiled fruit cake (see recipe on entry form) 
2 3 cup cakes decorated 
3 a jar of marmalade 
4 5 sausage rolls 
5 a jar of mixed pickles 
6 3 fruit scones 
 
 
Section B: WINE 
 
7 a bottle of fruit wine, home made 
8 a bottle of home-made flower wine 
9 flavoured gin 
10 a non alcoholic drink 
 
 
Section C: FLORAL ART 
 
No artificial fruit or flowers. All items on a base l8" x 18" unless otherwise stated 
 
11 miniature 4" x 4" x 4” 
12 an arrangement in a kitchen utensil 
13 all green arrangement 
14 a posy (in a container please) 
15 Japanese style arrangement incorporating a piece of wood 
16 an exhibit depicting Eardisland Twinning using both fresh and artificial 

material 
 
 
Section D: HANDICRAFT 
 
17 a hand-made greetings card 
18 a hand knitted article 
19 a piece of handicraft 
20 a cross stitch picture 
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(handicraft continued) 
 
21 a fabric collage 
22 an item of embroidery 
23 a fascinator 
 
Section E: HORTICULTURE 
 
Special category 
 
24 Megan Lloyd Trophy - a fresh yellow rose 
25 3 gladioli 
26 a display of garden vegetables in a 12" space  
27 3 roses 
28 a flowering pot plant 
29 3 tomatoes 
30 3 stems only of different garden flowers 
 
Section F: PHOTOGRAPHY 
 
Maximum 7" x 5" mounted. Please put your name and the class number on the 
back. 
 
31 a photo of a garden 
32 a photo with a caption 
33 a photo of a statue 
34 a photo depicting `looking through' 
35 a group of people 
 
Section G: ART 
 
Pictures may be mounted but not glazed. Stretched canvases are acceptable 
 
36 mixed media landscape 
37 a drawing of an animal any media 
38 acrylic seascape 
39 water colour - flower(s) 
40 a 3 dimensional work less than 3 feet in any direction 
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Section H: Creative Writing 
 
Your entries should be placed with the completed entry form stating your name 
and address plus fees, in a sealed envelope marked 'Show - Creative Writing'. 
Please do not write your name on the entry itself. The envelopes should be 
handed in before Monday 22

nd
 August. (Please use another form for your entries 

in other categories) 
 
41 a limerick 
42 a ‘thank you’ letter 
43 a childhood memory 
44 a poem celebrating the natural world 
 
Section J: Children 
 
Children of 11 and over are encouraged to enter the adult categories. Please put 
your age on the Entry Form so that it may be taken into consideration by the 
judges. 
 
Children under 5 years 
 
45 a collage 
46 a necklace 
47 a wooden spoon doll 
 
Children under 11 years 
 
48 flowers in a yoghurt pot 
49 model from recycled material 
50 a painting of any subject 
 
Entry forms may be returned up to 5.00pm on Friday 26

th
 August with the 

exception of creative writing entries which must be in by Monday 22
nd

 August. 
Late entries will, regretfully, not be accepted. 

Entries cost 30p per item for adults. Children may enter free of charge. 
Please place your entries and fees in an envelope marked ‘SHOW’ and hand in to 
one of the addresses shown on the Entry Form. 
 
Prize money not collected by 5.00pm will he returned to Show funds. 
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HOW TO ENTER THE EARDISLAND VILLAGE SHOW 
 
Please complete and return the entry form with the fees in a sealed envelope 
marked 'SHOW' to any of the Eardisland addresses below. 
 
Graham Simpson, Meadow Edge 
Gill Richards, The Bungalow 
Pat Roche, 5 Green Elms 
The Tea Rooms 
Dian Cope, Downome 
Diane Wolland, 12 St Mary's Walk 
 
Enquiries Gill Richards 01544 388323 
 
Entries should be taken to the Village Hall on Saturday 3

rd
 September between 

09.00 and 10.45am. Judging will take place during the morning and the Hall will be 
open to the public from 2.00 pm. Prize giving and raffle draw will take place at 
4.00pm. Prize money will be paid out after the announcements. 
 
Prize money not collected by 5.00pm.will be returned to Show Funds. 
 
Please retain your schedule marked with the items you have entered 
 
 

Recipe - Boiled Fruit Cake - 7" tin 
 
Ingredients - 6oz (175g) dried fruit, 3oz(75g), margarine, 4oz (125g) sugar, 1/4 pint 
water, 8oz plain flour (250g), 1/2 tsp salt, 2 tsps. baking powder, ½ tsp mixed 
spice, 1 tsp bicarbonate of soda. 
 
Put fruit, sugar, fat and water in pan and bring to the boil. Simmer for 10 minutes 
and cool. Sieve flour, salt, baking powder and spices. Dissolve bicarbonate of soda 
in a little water. Combine all of the ingredients and stir well but do not beat. Pour 
into a greased 7" tin and bake in moderate oven (350F or gas mark 3) for 1 - 1 1/2 
hours until firm to touch. 
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EARDISLAND VILLAGE SHOW 2011 
 
Entry Form 
 

1. Please circle numbers of classes you wish to enter. 
2. Each entry costs 30p for adults, children free. 
3. Place your entry and cash in a sealed envelope marked “SHOW” 
4. Take your envelope to one of the addresses shown overleaf 
5. Entries should be in by Friday 26

th
 August. 

 
Cookery: A1 A2 A3 A4 A5 A6 
 
Wine:  B7 B8 B9 B10  
 
Floral Art: C11 C12 C13 C14 C15 C16 
 
Handicraft: D17 D18 D19 D20 D21 D22 D23 
 
Horticulture: E24 E25 E26 E27 E28 E29 E30 
 
Photography: F31 F32 F33 F34 F35 
 
Art:  G36 G37 G38 G39 G40 
 
Writing:  H41 H42 H43 H44  (see notes on early) 
 
Children: J45 J46 J47 J48 J49 J50 
 
 
FULL NAME: ……………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
TELEPHONE NUMBER: ……………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
AGE (if 11 yrs and under): …………………..  
 
 
RULES OF THE SHOW 
 
One entry per class and exhibits must be your own work. 
Judges' decisions are final. 
 
Money not claimed by 5pm on the Show day will be returned to funds. 
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Fabulous 5th Birthday for Midnight Walk! 
 

Ladies, join in the St Michael’s Hospice Venus 
Challenge and help raise vital funds for patients 
with life-limiting illnesses.  This is the biggest and 
most fun event of the year, so grab your girlfriends, 
raid your fancy dress box and don’t miss out! 

Entry is £17 per person if you register in 
advance or £20 on the night; there are team prices 
available and you can enter securely online, just 

visit www.bit.ly/Venus2011. 
So, keep Friday 16

th
 September 2011 free.  Registration starts at 9:30pm 

and the walk begins at midnight following a warm up.  Men can take part by 
marshalling the route.  Contact the Events Team for further details on 01432 
851000 or email events@st-michaels-hospice.org.uk. 
 
For further information please contact Anika Backhouse at St Michael’s Hospice 

on 01432 851000 or email: abackhouse@st-michaels-hospice.org.uk 
 
 

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL HEREFORDSHIRE NURSING APPEAL BY JOINING THE 50/50 
CLUB 

 
Given the choice, most of us – if we had cancer or another illness – would want to 
be cared for at home if we were dying, close to family and friends and surrounded 
by things we love. 

Marie Curie Cancer Care makes that choice possible for patients and their 
families here in Herefordshire.  Last year, Marie Curie Cancer Care provided 
10,552 hours of nursing care to 114 patients in the county.  The nurses provide 
hands on care to patients at home, right through the night along with vital 
emotional support for their families. 

The charity has just launched its Herefordshire Nursing Appeal.  The 
appeal aims to raise the £88,880 it will cost Marie Curie to fund the service in 
Herefordshire this year. 

Local Nurse Steph Bagley says “Everyone should have access to high 
quality end-of-life care when they need it, and in their place of choice.  For most 
people this means dying at home.  Every single donation to the appeal, big or 
small, will help nurses like me care for more people in Herefordshire” 

Community fundraiser Richard Scott is calling on locals to support the 
appeal by joining their 50/50 challenge,”the idea is that we get 50 different people 
to host their own event this summer and raise £50 each towards Herefordshire’s 
Nursing Appeal.  The event can be anything from a small cake sale to a quiz night 

http://www.bit.ly/Venus2011
mailto:events@st-michaels-hospice.org.uk
mailto:abackhouse@st-michaels-hospice.org.uk
mailto:abackhouse@st-michaels-hospice.org.uk
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at the local pub.  We want everyone to be supporting is in some way and we want 
to hear about all the events being held.  We would want them to be held by the 
end of August” 

It costs £20 to fund a nurse for one hour.  The service is always 
completely free of charge to the patient and their family but we urgently need 
your support to reach more people. 

If you want to be part of the 50/50 challenge then please contact Richard 
on richard.scott@mariecurie.org.uk or 0117 942 7132 so we are aware of what 
you are planning. 
 

WEATHER REPORT 
 

Apart from the storm which I covered in my last notes, May was 
uneventful. The temperature was only slightly above the norm; 

rainfall at 61.8mm was about 25% above average. Owing to 
the heavy storm which was very local, the 

Eardisland/Leominster area was wetter than much of England. 
 The same trend continued in June, although there were 

some warm, sunny dry days. Rainfall was well above the norm by more than 50%. 
The total for the month came to 70.4mm. The 27

th
 of the month was the warmest 

day of the year so far, but no records were broken, and the Eastern counties of 
England were hotter than Herefordshire. The top temperature for the day was 
recorded at Gravesend in Kent - 33°C (91.4°F). 

Peter Glenn 
 
BRITISH RED CROSS 
 
Can you spare an hour or two a week? 
 
The British Red Cross in Hereford is 
looking for new volunteers to help 
people in time of crisis when they 
come out of hospital or need a 
helping hand for a few weeks.  
If you enjoy helping others and 
would be willing to do a little 
shopping or light housework or 
taking to appointments, please 
contact the Red Cross on 01432 

373025 or email 
JTopping@redcross.org.uk  

We offer full training and 
support and there is a wide range of 
optional activities for you to 
undertake from ironing to issuing 
wheelchairs or even offering hand 
and back massage. Please contact us 
for more information with no 
obligation! 

 
  

mailto:richard.scott@mariecurie.org.uk
mailto:JTopping@redcross.org.uk


 31 

FAMILY HISTORY BY PAUL SELFE 
 
We occasionally receive requests to assist with family history research. In recent 
times, our resulting contact with Miss Rosemary Martin of Sidmouth has been 
particularly fruitful in uncovering details of the Yeld family to whom she was 
related. More recently we have been asked by Maxine Taylor to check our records 
for the Hornsby family. She explained that Edmund Hornsby was living in 
Eardisland between about 1860-1888. He was illiterate and it appears had mental 
health issues. (It was about that time that he sadly died in the river, either an 
accident or possible suicide). His son George married Patience Sankey. Their son 
Harold (Ms Taylor’s grandfather) married a very astute lady; she managed to steer 
all her 9 children into a sound education and they all subsequently enjoyed a level 
of prosperity never before experienced in the Hornsby family.  

However, she indicates that she has had great difficulty in finding any 
information about the Hornsby family in Eardisland before that time. She 
indicated that the family may have lived in ‘White House Inn lane’ and ‘Church 
Square’. Neither name is currently used in relation to addresses in Eardisland as 
far as we could tell. Church Square can perhaps be identified, but it can only be 
surmised that since Arrow Lawn was previously known as The White House, 
perhaps the road running past (now Broome Lane) might also have been known in 
relation to this property, which had a cider mill in the garden.  (See p.72 Portrait of 
a Village). This could account for the use of ‘Inn’ perhaps. 

We examined our files and sources and duly confirmed the findings of 
Maxine Taylor in that there were some references to Edmund Hornsby,  where he 
is listed as a ‘basket maker’ in Directories for 1868;1875; 1876/7 and 1885. (He is 
referred to as ‘Edward’ in one Directory) 
We also found one reference to him in the school log books, which by chance had 
been noted a few years ago in the course of research. Mr Haynes the Master in 
charge of the school at that time entered in the log book: 
July 5th 1876: Received a complaint from Mr Hornsby that some boys had broken 
into his garden and done considerable damage there...  
(So much for the ‘golden age theory’ that things were so much better in the past. 
It is clear that children were as naughty in 1876 as in 2011.) It seems likely that Mr 
Hornsby was living in the vicinity of the school for this event to have occurred. An 
address in ‘Church Square’ becomes a possibility. We checked the churchyard 
burial record, but could not see any references to members of the Hornsby family. 
It may be that any stones relating to them were removed in the church yard tidy-
up of the 1950s. We were only able to suggest to Ms Taylor that the Hereford 
Record Office may be able to help and would certainly have census information 
available on the machines they have there. 

Naturally, if any one has any information relating to the Hornsby family 
please contact the editor of this magazine and it can be forwarded to Ms Taylor. 
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ARCHIVING FILMS OF EARDISLAND 
 
One afternoon at the end of April, in the course of a programme on Radio 4, 
Amanda Huntley described how she had moved from London to Ewyas Harold in 
south Herefordshire in order to find premises big enough to hold a huge collection 
of old films which her father had started and which she continued.  The Huntley 
Film Archive is one of the largest independent film libraries in the UK, with a 
collection of more than 80,000 titles. She described how they had bought a farm 
with barns in which the films could be archived and stored. There are many rare 
examples held including material filmed (often by amateurs) in Herefordshire. This 
seemed to provide an opportunity to have the three films which the Oral History 
Group made (between 1999-2006) archived for future historians and those 
interested in the changing social life of a Herefordshire village. 

Ms Huntley explained that the founder, John Huntley, began to collect 
films when he heard that such precious pieces of social history were simply being 
junked.  Among the films in the collection is a view of a train pulling out of 
Hereford station, which was filmed by a train enthusiast in 1895. The collection 
also features rarely seen film of Sir Edward Elgar, donated by a junk shop owner in 
London. 

I wrote to Amanda Huntley referring to her interview to inform her of our   
three films made in 1999, 2002 and 2006. In these a wide range of village activities 
were shown, many interviews undertaken, parish history discussed and social 
events filmed. A number of residents of the village described their memories of 
growing up in this parish, the work they did and how life has changed.  In one film 
we re-enacted old customs/traditions relating to this parish which we researched 
and which might otherwise be forgotten. In another we worked with a number of 
children in the parish to illustrate how they might become involved in historical 
research, the methods they could use and the outcomes of such work.  Since the 
three films had been made by professional film makers, I wondered if they might 
be added to the Huntley Archive. 

I received a very positive response. Ms Huntley said she thought it 
sounded like a wonderful project and that she would be delighted to take copies 
which would always be available for future generations. She acknowledged that it 
is a problem that people put so much effort into making such films, for them to 
then be lost or forgotten in a few years. 

Copies of the films were duly sent to her and receipts received. The 
Archive has agreed to preserve the film and video material at its premises and to 
ensure (as far as possible) the good order and availability of the footage.  The 
material may be screened for educational and local interest to ensure the 
purposes of the films’ intended production.  It will now be possible, therefore, for 
these films to be looked after in specialist conditions and made available for 
others to see, who may not otherwise be aware of their existence.  They may also 
be seen as part of community programmes and shown in village halls. It has 
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always been the case that whenever we show these films at social events in 
Eardisland they are always well received and attract large audiences. 
In our own archive, we hold a video copy of the wartime film Dawn Patrol, 
featuring a once well known character actor, Bernard Miles. This describes and 
vividly illustrates the training of the Home Guard. There is a very short section 
(lasting about a minute and a half) which is clearly shot in Eardisland. In this brief 
section a hay waggon is seen passing Staick House and then over the bridge. We 
have never been able to decide if more of the film was shot in this parish. No 
one who was around in the early 1940s that we have spoken to recalls a film crew 
coming to the village, which is odd, since one would assume it would have been 
quite a memorable event. Also, none of those of that generation who have seen it 
can recognise any other areas shown in the film which might be in this parish (or 
indeed in neighbouring ones).  It may be that someone in the Huntley Archive will 
be able to research this question and provide us with a definitive answer in due 
course.  

It would be interesting to know if anyone in the parish has footage taken 
on cine film of events, places or people in the past which might add to the 
‘historical’ record of the life and times of Eardisland. Also, whether any one has 
information regarding the making of Dawn Patrol. 

The films made by Eardisland Oral History Group (1999-2006) which are 
now in the Huntley Archive. These films were initially funded by the Local Heritage 
Initiative. 
 
Enchanted Eardisland (1999)  
A thirty minute film in which eight customs/traditions associated specifically with 
Eardisland are re-enacted and discussed. These included traditions concerning 
ways to predict the fertility of crops; the blessing of cider trees with the ‘fiddle 
player of Eardisland’ and the curing of illnesses in children by passing them 
through a split willow. There is the story of a medieval prophecy involving “the 
first to shoot the Arrow”; the distribution of bread and cakes in a farm game and 
roping the wedding car, whereby children obtained small sums of money from the 
married couple to allow their car to pass from the church. The material was 
researched by the Oral History Group and filmed by Squirrel Productions. 
 
Hidden Eardisland (2002) 
This thirty minute film was made to encourage children to take an interest in their 
own local history. The theme is continuity and change.  All the children were from 
Eardisland. The sites and places they visit were all related to the work of the 
history group. This research includes some important archaeological investigations 
being undertaken at the time at Burton Court; analysis of comparative 
photographs showing before and after views of the village and the value of oral 
history research.  Children interview ‘key witnesses’ and those with some expert 
knowledge about the village schools, the Dovecote, the Upper Mill and the church. 
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The examination of gravestones is demonstrated to show how once details of a 
family have been obtained, this can be followed up in the Record Office. A copy 
was provided to every primary school in Herefordshire and well received by them. 
It was filmed by Squirrel Productions.  A booklet was produced to accompany the 
film for use by teachers.  This film was rated as one of the top 5 among all those 
received by Local Heritage Initiative at a Conference of award winners in 2003. 
Portrait of a Parish (2006) 

This fifty minute film was made to capture the recollections of local 
people regarding the social changes they had experienced in their lives in the 
parish. These include the loss of shops, garage and post office; the demise of cider 
making on farms (described by someone who used to do so) and the railway line 
which passed through the parish, together with a range of often amusing wartime 
memories. Rare footage of a passing steam train is seen. In addition, some lost 
skills were re-enacted (such as hop picking where a farmer provided a long lost 
cradle over which hop bines could be hung). The film also includes examples of the 
skills of hedge laying, ploughing with horses and a blacksmith at work. We also 
took the opportunity to ask experts to examine and comment on the history of the 
church and the interior of some of the very old houses in the village (where a new 
major discovery is made regarding the construction of one).  Several young 
craftsmen and women working in the parish are interviewed and their work is 
seen. There are scenes of social events taking place in the village at the time of the 
filming, including a Kwik Cricket match, a midsummer celebration by the river and  
the Duck Race. There are  interviews with three sporting Internationals residing in 
the village. This film was also made by Squirrel Productions.   

These films will be known as The Eardisland Collection (ref numbers 
27949/27950/27951). 

Paul Selfe 
 
SOME HISTORY OF EARDISLAND. 
 
Earliest Eardisland: 1066-1091. 
 
       At the end of my last contribution I mentioned that Earl Morcar, son of the Earl 
of Mercia, held “Lene” (Eardisland) from circa 1066 to circa 1071. A little more 
about the period 1066 to 1071 will go some way towards filling in the broader 
historical picture before moving on in the context of the History of Eardisland 
towards my chosen end date, 1091. 
 
       1066 saw a succession of Royal changes. Edward the Confessor died in 
January. Earl Harold became King in September.King Harold of England  defeated 
and killed King Harold of Norway at the Battle of Stamford Bridge in October and 
finally Duke William of Normandy defeated and killed King Harold of England at 
the Battle of Hastings. 
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       1066 was not a good year to be King of England unless your name was 
William. 
       1066 was also an important year for Morcar and his brother Edwin. They were 
defeated in battle at Gate Fulford which preceded Stamford Bridge. They were not 
at Stamford Bridge, nor Hastings – following which their initial support for Edgar 
Aetheling wavered. 
       It is between 1067-1071 that a place name Werlesluna is found in the much 
later “Gallia Christiana”. Expert opinion is that this was Eardisland. 
       Within that same date range, William FitzOsbern was Earl Palatine of 
Hereford: he gave the church at Eardisland to the abbey he had founded at Lyre in 
Normandy before the end of 1070. As Earl Palatine FitzOsbern had overall control 
of the whole county. I have seen no detailed suggestion that he delegated the 
control of Eardisland to any specific individual. William FitzOsbern was killed at the 
Battle of Cassel, in Flanders, in February 1071. 
       Morcar, after 1066, was in and out of favour with King William the Conqueror. 
He is well recorded by eminent historians: it would take the story of Eardisland no 
further forward to attempt to summarise what has been written. However, it is 
relevant to say that in 1071 he rebelled (not for the first time) and it is almost 
certain that that was when his lands were confiscated and taken into Royal 
control. This would have included Lene/Eardisland. 
       If Eardisland was then granted out again (I have seen no record one way or the 
other) it would have been to Roger FitzOsbern who had taken over as Earl of 
Hereford on the death of his father. But in 1075 Roger FitzOsbern rebelled. This 
was soon dealt with. No replacement for Roger was appointed and direct control 
by the Crown was instituted. 
       And so at the time of Domesday Book in 1086 it was recorded:  
Rex ten Lene. [The King holds Lene]. 
       The King was still William the Conqueror. He died on 9

th
 September 1087 and 

was succeded by one of his sons, also William, known as “Rufus”. 
       It was King William II “Rufus” who, in 1091, gave the royal manors of Radnor, 
Kingsland, Eardisland and Burton Court to William de Braose of Bramber, Sussex. 
De Braose then gave Burton Court to Gilbert de St Ouen ( of Clapham near 
Bramber in Sussex) and he may also have brought two other knights from Sussex, 
one “des Yveteaux” to whom he gave lands which included Hinton in Eardisland; 
the other, “le Poitevin” was given lands which included Twyford in Eardisland. The 
manor of Eardisland itself he kept for himself. The arms of the de Braose family 
are still to be seen in the East Window of the church. 
 

George Alderson 
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26TH ANNUAL EXHIBITION & SALE OF ART 
 

By Local Artists 
 

Plus Artist in Residence, Marian Strangward 
 

Weobley Village Hall 

Saturday 27 – Monday 29 August 

10.00 am – 5.00 pm daily 
 

Refreshments               Light Lunches 
 

Entrance £2.00 
 

In aid of the Friends of Weobley Parish Church 
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C A Marsden 
 

Tel: 01544 388868 Mob: 07989 692472 
Email: cmarsden@freeuk.com 

 

         Traditional Upholstery  :   Loose Covers 
Repairs and Refurbishment : Upholstery Supplies 

 

Also Vintage Vehicle trimming and Canvas work     
in association with 

PLANE WRAPPERS of Shobdon (01568 708620) 

 
 

mailto:cmarsden@freeuk.com
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Sunday 4th September 

11.00 am Benefice Confirmation 
with Bishop Anthony  

Kingsland 

 

Sunday 10
th

 September 

8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) Kingsland 

9.30 am Matins Eardisland 

9.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) Aymestrey 

11.00 am Holy Communion Kingsland 
 

Sunday 17
th 

September 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

11.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) Kingsland 

3.30 pm Evening Prayer Leinthall Earles 
 

Sunday 24
th

 
 
September 

8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) Kingsland 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

11.00 am Holy Communion Kingsland 

6.30 pm Choral Evensong Kingsland 
 

 

All are welcome at any of the Benefice Services. 
 

Please note:  
The Rector, Rob, attends Tuesday Morning Prayer 9:00am – 10:00am, in 
the Church. 
 
This is followed by the Rector’s Drop-in, 10:00am – 11:30am, in the Village 
Hall. This is an opportunity for anyone to come and have a chat, or to 
discuss weddings, baptisms or any other special service. 
 
Morning Prayer is said every day at 9:00am in the Church 
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CONTACTS 
EDITORIAL 

 
CHRIS BIVAND Arrow Bank, Eardisland, Leominster, HR6 9BT 
     01544 – 388375 
   Email:  chrisbivand@bivand.freeserve.co.uk 
 

ADVERTISING 

For all matters relating to advertising in this magazine, please contact: 

 

PATRICIA GILL 

 01544 – 320364 

Email parishads@btinternet.com 

 
DISTRIBUTION MANAGER 

 
PHIL MILCHARD 

       01544 388097 
Email pmilchard@btinternet.com 

 
This edition of the Eardisland Parish Magazine was printed by 

Leominster Community Resource Centre 

 

Published by Eardisland Parish Council.  The Parish Council Liaison Officer is James Miller 
jmiller114@btinternet.com  01544-388454.  

 Views expressed are those of individual contributors and not necessarily those of 
Eardisland Parish Council. 

The Eardisland Parish Magazine is published by Eardisland Parish Council without inserts. 
The Eardisland Parish Magazine is posted online in pdf format: 

 
Please visit: www.eardisland.org.uk 

 
Unlike the printed version, most photographs and some advertisements appear in colour. 

You may need to download Adobe Acrobat reader, which you can find on the web by using 
Google. The program is entirely free. 

 
 

 

Copy date for the next edition of the Eardisland Parish Magazine: 
 

FRIDAY 2
nd

 SEPTEMBER 2011 
 

 
  

mailto:chrisbivand@bivand.freeserve.co.uk
mailto:parishads@btinternet.com
mailto:pmilchard@btinternet.com
mailto:jmiller114@btinternet.com
http://www.eardisland.org.uk/
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