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The River Arrow in Spring 2010 - something to look forward to after all the cold.  
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SERVICES AT CHURCH OF ST MARY THE VIRGIN, EARDISLAND 
 

Rector: Reverend Dr. Rob Taylor 
The Rectory, Kingsland, 

Tel: 01568 708255 
 
Churchwardens: 
     Mrs S Askew                              Dr A Hoda 
    The Granary                               Arrow Lawn    

Tel: 01544 388637                    Tel: 01544 388131 
 
 

 

Sunday 27
th
 
 
March 

8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) Kingsland 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

11.00 am Holy Communion Kingsland 

6.30 pm Choral Evensong Kingsland 
 

Sunday 3
rd

  April – Mothering Sunday 
9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

9.30 am Family Service Kingsland 

11.00 am Holy Eucharist (BCP) Aymestrey 

11.00 am Matins Kingsland 

6.00 pm Benefice Evening Prayer Kingsland 
 

Sunday 10
th
 April 

8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) Kingsland 

9.30 am Matins Eardisland 

9.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) Aymestrey 

11.00 am Holy Communion Kingsland 
 

Sunday 17
th
 April – Palm Sunday 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

11.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) Kingsland 

3.30 pm Evening Prayer Leinthall Earles 

6.00 pm Benefice Evening Prayer Kingsland 
 

Friday 22
nd

 April – Good Friday 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

11.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) Kingsland 

12:00 – 3:00pm Open for Meditation Kingsland 

12:00 – 3:00pm Open for Meditation Eardisland 
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IT’S YOUR VILLAGE - HAVE YOUR SAY! 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Eardisland Parish Council has initiated our Parish Plan which will 

guide the course of the village for the next 4 - 5 years 
 

As a resident, your views are important  
 

To explore your wishes and concerns the Parish Council is holding an 
informal evening event where ideas can be exchanged and discussed 

(the previously planned meeting, in December 2010, was cancelled due to bad weather) 

 
Please do come along and share your views: 

 
Date:  Thursday 7th April 2011 

Time:  7.30pm 
Venue:  Eardisland Village Hall 

 
Free refreshments will be provided 

 
 

This meeting is facilitated by the Herefordshire Association of Local Councils (HALC) 

 
Published by Eardisland Parish Council 
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EDITORIAL 
 

y the time the next edition of 
the Eardisland Parish 
Magazine is in your hands the 

elections for the Eardisland Parish 
Council will have taken place and 
the results published. It may well be 
the case that ‘the big society’ 
government initiatives will 
eventually place more importance 
on local communities and their 
councils, which makes this an 
important election. Every registered 
voter will have her/his opportunity 
to vote on Thursday 5

th
 May unless 

the election is uncontested i.e. the 
same or fewer candidates than 
vacancies. Please do consider 
standing, this is a time-consuming 
but thoroughly worthwhile 
voluntary task. The Parish Clerk, 
Suzanne Wenczek, has written 
about this on page 7. It goes without 
saying that it is every eligible 
parishoner’s responsibility to vote. 
 One of the important issues 
that the new council will have to 

address is the Parish Plan - you may 
recall that a village meeting, 
arranged for December to discuss 
ideas, had to be cancelled because 
of the weather. I am pleased to say 
that this has now been rearranged - 
please see the previous page for 
details. 
   Now that Spring is slowly 
emerging from one of the coldest 
winters on record, the damage to 
garden plants and pots is becoming 
more and more evident. Yet more 
money! Beware though, a few sunny 
days do not mean that frosts have 
disappeared and too much 
enthusiasm now could lead to 
disaster in a few weeks’ time. Given 
this thought about gardening, if 
there is a volunteer in the parish 
who would like to write a regular 
piece giving basic advice, reminders 
and the rest, please let me know - 
I’m sure it would be useful. 
 

Chris Bivand 

B 



EARDISLAND VILLAGE DIARY 2010/2011 

 
Sunday 27

th
 March Sunday Lunch - see page 9 

Saturday 2
nd

 April Return Royal Wedding form - see page 29 

Tuesday 5
th

 April Social Coffee Mornings Village Hall 

Saturday 2
nd

 April Victorian Evening - see page 10 

Tuesday 5
th

 April Floral Demonstration - see page 14 

Thursday 7
th

 April Parish Plan Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Friday 8
th

 April St Michael’s Hospice Morrisons collection 

Saturday 16
th

 April Easter Treasure Hunt - see page 11 

Saturday 16
th

 April  Bowls Club - see page 15 

Saturday 30
th

 April Closing date for sunflower competition 

Thursday 5
th

 May PARISH COUNCIL ELECTIONS 

Friday 6
th

 May MAGAZINE COPY DATE 

Sunday 12
th

 June Duck Race 

18
th

/19
th

 June  Open Gardens 

Friday 1
st

 July MAGAZINE COPY DATE 

August Bank Holiday Sunday Annual Duck Race 

Friday 2
nd

 September Friday 16
th

 September 

Saturday 3
rd

 September Village Show - see page 23 

Saturday 29
th

 October  Halloween Party 

Friday 11
th

 November MAGAZINE COPY DATE 

Tuesday 22
nd

 November  Christmas Bingo 

 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 
My attention has been drawn to the fact that the very successful 2010 Flower Festival, 
organised by Esther Simpson in our church, had not been properly acknowledged in this 
publication . 

Esther and her team of talented individuals provided a magnificent Festival 
weekend last September, the proceeds of which went to the Church Restoration Appeal, for 
which the Parochial Church Council and the Appeal Committee are most grateful. The 
contribution was significant and as we commence the work in February 2011 all will be 
aware of how the funds are being spent. 

That the Parish Magazine report by the Appeal Committee in the November 2010 
edition failed to thank Esther and her team was a mistake, and a matter for regret, which, 
as Chair of the Appeal Committee, I hope to have gone some way to correct here. 

 
Richard Kirby 

EARDISLAND CHURCH FLOWER GUILD – SPONSOR A LILY APPEAL 

 
As you all know the Church is undergoing major repairs to the fabric during the next few 
months. The Chancel will be used for all our services and for our Easter celebrations and we 
are hoping to decorate that area of the Church with our lilies. As in previous years we are 
asking you to help us by sponsoring our lilies to remember a loved one or to give thanks for 
a special occasion and we hope to have a grand display for Easter Day. A donation of £5 is 
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suggested but lesser or greater sums would be equally welcome. A list will be posted in the 
Church of the people and events being remembered. Any money remaining after the lilies 
have been purchased will be used by the Flower Guild to go towards paying for flowers to 
decorate the Church throughout the year. 

Sponsor forms will be available in the Church and from the Community Shop. 
 

P W Roche 
Eardisland Church Flower Guild 

 
 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF JOLYON GILL 
 

The Bridge Builder 
 

An old man, going a lone highway, 
Came at the evening cold and gray, 
To a chasm, vast and deep and wide, 
Through which was flowing a sullen tide. 
 
The old man crossed in the twilight dim - 
That sullen stream had no fears for him; 
But he turned, when he reached the other side, 
And built a bridge to span the tide. 
 
"Old man," said a fellow pilgrim near, 
"You are wasting strength in building here. 
Your journey will end with the ending day; 
You never again must pass this way. 
You have crossed the chasm, deep and wide, 
Why build you the bridge at the eventide?" 
 
The builder lifted his old gray head. 
"Good friend, in the path I have come," he said, 
"There followeth after me today 
A youth whose feet must pass this way. 
 
This chasm that has been naught to me 
To that fair-haired youth may a pitfall be. 
He, too, must cross in the twilight dim; 
Good friend, I am building the bridge for him." 
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EARDISLAND PARISH COUNCIL  
 
Over the next few months, there are several significant events that will impact on 
the work and role of the Parish Council. On Thursday 7

th
 April, the Parish Council 

will be hosting the re-scheduled Parish Plan Meeting from 7.30pm in the Village 
Hall. This is the ideal opportunity to ensure that parishioners’ views and ideas are 
heard and understood.  The final, approved Plan will be led by the Community and 
will guide and inform the Parish Council’s decisions for several years to come.  The 
Parish Council would love to see as many people as possible at this informal, 
friendly event.  

There are to be combined Local Government Elections on Thursday, 5
th

 
May 2011, including Eardisland Parish Council.  The Parish Clerk has copies of the 
nomination packs available for anyone interested in standing for election. Please 
contact her on 01544 38802 or parishclerk@eardisland.org.uk for a form or an 
informal chat about the role and qualification requirements. All nomination forms 
must be submitted to Herefordshire Council not later than noon on Monday, 4

th
 

April 2011. Further information can be found at 
www.herefordshire.gov.uk/elections  

Suzanne Wenscek 
Parish Clerk 

 
KINGSLAND AND EARDISLAND FRIENDS OF ST MICHAEL’S HOSPICE  
 
By the time you read this we will have had our Soup and Pancake Lunch at the 
Luctonians Rugby Club, which we hope will be enjoyable and successful.  

On Friday 8
th

 April we will be collecting for the Hospice at Morrisons, 
Eardisland being responsible for the period 5.00pm to 8.00pm. We do have a few 
volunteers, but if you could help please will you contact Beryl to arrange a suitable 
time. 

As you will read elsewhere in this magazine there will be a collection and 
raffle for the Hospice at the Royal Wedding Celebration Tea to be held in the 
Village Hall on Saturday 30

th
 April at 5.00pm. This is a specific event arranged by 

Eardisland, so we would like to make it very successful. If you can’t attend but 
would be happy to donate, please contact one of us. We have gift aid envelopes 
available if you are a UK taxpayer, and by using these, our donations are 
considerably enhanced. We look forward to a happy celebration of the Royal 
Wedding whilst at the same time helping an extremely valuable service.  

This is all for now, but more events to follow. With many thanks to our 
supporters, 

 Dorothy Brown 388389 
Beryl Hoda 388131 

Annie Mitchell  388605 
 

mailto:parishclerk@eardisland.org.uk
http://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/elections
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EARDISLAND IN BLOOM 
 
(Incorporating The E.Team) 
 
What, and Who, is it? 
 
Eardisland in Bloom & The E.Team 
have joined forces and now operate  

as an independent entity under the 
banner of “Eardisland in Bloom”. 

 
Currently 
 
Eardisland in Bloom’s active 
members are: Pete Dedman, Phil 
Milchard, Eric Pilcher, Derek 
Wareham, Chris Watson, Keith 
Mitchell and Ben Woodcock, and we 
have a small management 
committee with Derek Wareham as 
Chairman, Chris Watson as Secretary 
and Eric Pilcher as Treasurer. 
 Eardisland in Bloom’s 
overall aim is to co-operate and 
work with Eardisland Parish Council 
and other Village Organisations for 
the betterment, enhancement and 
enjoyment of both residents and 
visitors alike, and we will oversee 
Eardisland’s entry in the Heart of 
England Campaign, aiming to 
achieve another 'GOLD' award. 
  We will run the popular 
'Tallest Sunflower' competition 

again taking place during the 
summer months, and we are now 
calling for entrants to register their 
interest and sign up for their FREE 
sunflower seeds using the form 
below. Information leaflets and 
entry forms will also be left in the 
village shop. The sooner you register 
your entry, the sooner you will 
receive your seeds, and the longer 
your plants will have to grow! 
Entries to be collected by the shop 
or Derek Wareham at the Old 
Smithy - pop it through the letter 
box. 
NB. The last date for receipt of 
entries is 30

th
 April 2011. The 

competition is open to all ages, 
with cash prizes for 1

st
, 2

nd
 and 3

rd
 

in each age category. 

What Can You do? 

 
We welcome positive ideas and 
offers of help. Please contact any of 
the above-named people if you want 

to contribute to our efforts on 
behalf of the village.  

 
 
Editor’s note: the tallest recorded sunflower was 25’ 6”, but there are reports of 
one at an astonishing 35’ or more. The first is verified.  



 9 

ENTRY FORM - EARDISLAND TALLEST SUNFLOWER COMPETITION 2011 

 
Please give your name, address and telephone number. Thank you. 
 

1. ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

2. ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

3. ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

4. ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

5. ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

6. ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

Date submitted: …………………………………….. 
 ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Eardisland Village Hall 
 

Come and join us for  
 

Roast Sunday lunch 
 

On Sunday March 27
th

 2011 
 

In the village hall 
 

2 courses - £6.00 
3 courses - £8.00 

 
Children under 11:  £3.00 and £5.00 respectively 

Chicken/beef or vegetarian option 
 

Please pre-book by March 24
th

 
To book phone Gill: 01544388323 
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VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE 
 
We are raising money to buy the children of the village a mug to commemorate 
the wedding of H.R.H Prince William to Miss Kate Middleton. To do this we are 
holding a “Victorian Evening” on April 2

nd
. 

We need people who are willing to take part by singing, dancing, play 
musical instruments, tell jokes, do magic etc. 

Please contact Dian Cope on 388317 if you feel you can help in any way.  

 

 

 

The Village Hall 
 

Presents 

 

 
 

A Victorian Music Hall 

Evening 

On 

Saturday April 2nd 

 

At 7pm 

 

Adults £3.50 Children £2.00 (under 16) 

 

 

Come along and join in with singing the old songs, and make it a special 

night by dressing up in something Victorian if you can , and raise money 

for local children 
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VILLAGE HALL NEWS 
 
Do we need a Village Hall? I think we do, for if not, where are we going to hold 
meetings, celebrations, clubs, fund raising events etc.? 
 

Do we want a warm well-equipped, well-decorated meeting place, I think 
we do, but we have come to a time when income doesn’t cover expenditure. In 
the last couple of months we have paid approximately £1000.00 out and only had 
an income of £150.00. We cannot go on like this and we need to raise money at 
our fundraising events. 
 
We had to cancel the Christmas supper due to lack of interest. The Quiz & Curry 
evening actually lost money only four people turned up (3 of whom were 
committee members’ husbands). 
We have possible 4 choices: 
 

1. Close the hall and maybe sell the building  
2. Put the entire running costs on the community charge  
3. Triple the cost of hiring charges 
4. Support the fundraising events. 

 
If you have any ideas or suggestions on fundraising events we would be only too 
happy to listen, as we cannot go on without your help and cooperation . 
 
Future Events. 
 
March 27

th
 Sunday Lunch £8.00 for 3 courses (booked in advance ) 

April 16
th

 Village Treasure Hunt  
June 12

th
 Duck Race 

August Bank Holiday Sunday Annual Duck Race 
October 29

th
 Halloween Party  

November 22
nd

 Christmas Bingo  
 
If you could possibly attend just one of these events it would make all the 
difference to our costs.  
 

Gill Richards (Chair)  
 
Perhaps this could be a suitable topic for discussion at the meeting about the 

Parish Plan. Please see page 3 for details. 

Ed. 
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EARDISLAND COMMUNITY SHOP 
 
It doesn’t seem 12 months ago that we were about to open a shop in Eardisland.  
After a journey of 18 months of researching, planning and preparing the premises, 
we finally opened our doors on 31st March 2010. Along the way some had their 
doubts as to whether a viable, sustainable venture was possible. 

We ended our first financial year on 31st December and though all the 
accounts have yet to be audited we appear to have achieved one of our goals, we 
didn’t lose any money! 

The success though was never to be measured in purely financial terms, 
our objectives were to set up a venture that would be of service to our community 
and establish a ‘social’ centre for customers and volunteers alike to pass the time 
of day. There have been many who have said “how did we manage without a 
shop?” and lots of comment on how the shop has helped people both new and 
established in our community to meet lots more people. 

Our greatest asset is our volunteers without whom we could not 
function. We have volunteers of all ages from across the Parish and beyond. We 
welcome volunteers from outside our Parish and some come from Kingsland and 
Pembridge, keen to volunteer, willing to give up their time to support a 
community venture and they are much appreciated. We cannot have too many 
volunteers and if we can provide an opportunity for people to take part then we 
will. 

We can only exist because our business model has a very low cost base 
with no staff overheads being the key.  

It is also somewhat ironic, though sad, that in March last year we were 
the local village without a shop, now we are set to be the only one with a shop. 
Pembridge shop has closed and Kingsland is earmarked for closure at the end of 
April. There is a village meeting in Kingsland planned to identify what can be done 
to keep the shop open. The Post Office will, I understand, remain open. It is vital 
that villages have local shops and I hope both Kingsland and Pembridge can find 
ways to open and sustain viable enterprises. 
 
PLEASE NOTE - We will mark the first anniversary of our opening with a ‘social’ to 
say a big thank you to our volunteers and customers. Details are yet to be agreed 
and will be posted in the shop when finalised. 
 
Thank you for your continued support. 
 

Albert Sheffield 
Eardisland Community Shop Association 

Phone : 01544 388984 
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EARDISLAND TWINNING ASSOCIATION 
 
Many thanks to all who attended our Burns Night fundraiser. We had a very 
enjoyable and successful evening raising over £300 towards funding the visit from 
La Vieille Lyre. Particular thanks go to David Hepworth and his team for the 
cooking and general help in serving and clearing up. 

As stated in the last magazine, our next fundraising event is a Floral 
Demonstration. The event will take place in Eardisland Village Hall at 7.30pm on 
Tuesday 5th April 2011. Tickets are £7.00 to include a glass of wine.  Tickets are 
available from the Community Shop, Tea Rooms and committee members. 

These events by Sandra Snell are extremely popular across Herefordshire 
and tickets will be in demand so please get your tickets early, we do not want 
members and loyal supporters to miss out. 

The dates for the visit are still not fixed. Following a committee meeting 
in France on February 4th further consultation is taking place with Association 
members there to agree dates when the maximum number can visit us. It is now 
likely to be in September. We will of course advise everybody when we have new 
dates. 

Albert Sheffield 
 

 
EARDISLAND TWINNING ASSOCIATION 

 
invites you to a 

 

Floral Demonstration 
 

by 
Sandra Snell of Ross-on-Wye 
NAFAS Area Demonstrator 

with 
“Glorious Spring” 

 
 

Tuesday 5th April 2011 
 

Commencing 7.30pm at Eardisland Village Hall 
Tickets £7.00 to include a glass of wine 

 
Tickets available from Eardisland Community Shop, Eardisland Tea Rooms and  

Committee Members of Eardisland Twinning Association 
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EARDISLAND BOWLING CLUB 
 
We are now just weeks away from the start of another new bowling season, with 
opening day pencilled in for Saturday 16th April at 2pm. This is when any person 
interested in learning how to play the game is welcome to come along and give it 
a try.  If you do not own a set of woods, no problem, the club has several spare 
sets and members will be only too willing to give a little tuition. The only proviso is 
that you must possess a pair of flat soled shoes or be willing to play in stocking 
feet.  If you are unable to make opening day then try to pop along to our club 
night, any Tuesday at 6.30pm prompt.  There appears to be early interest from 
several Eardisland residents and we hope once again to be able to increase our 
membership year-on-year. 
 Tony Stokes, the club’s groundsman, together with some willing helpers, 
has been busy over the winter period shoring up a new ditch at the village hall end 
of the green and covering it with an artificial grass. It certainly makes a big 
improvement, but as Tony himself remarked, “It  makes the other three sides look 
tatty”.  It seems the work never ends! So what is happening with the proposed 
new clubhouse?  The sub-committee looking in to the venture is very aware that 
things are moving along at a snail’s pace. However, planning applications cost a 
great deal of money and that is only the first hurdle we have to face. The next will 
be applying for grants and in the current financial climate, will be a major 
obstacle. For these reasons we are looking at the possibility of scaling back a little 
and seeing if it would be possible to replace only the old changing room, to 
include new toilets and equipment room and then joining it onto the existing 
clubhouse, which would be updated with new windows etc. The club did 
marvellously well last year to raise £5,000 towards building costs, but we certainly 
do not wish to waste any of it on failed applications.  Full credit must go to Doug 
Tantrum, chair of the sub-committee, for his diligent work in moving the project 
forward.  As ever, we will keep you informed of developments when there is 
anything new to report.  

If you require any further information about the club please call Phil 
Milchard on 388097 or Pat Roche  on 388492. 
 
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 
 
Speed Restriction Enforcement in Eardisland 
 
Unfortunately the Kington Rural Policing Team has been unable to start the 
implementation of the ‘Speed Restriction Enforcement in Eardisland Village’ as 
initially promised.  It has been a frustrating time for the NW Team as we had been 
led to believe that speed enforcement activity would be ongoing from the 
beginning of February. We had also agreed to share the results of activity by 
posting them on the village website as soon as they became available. At the time 
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of going to press with this report we have no confirmation of activity and 
therefore no initial results to share. 
 
Seasonal Crime Trends 

1. Thefts in Eardisland  
Offenders have approached two vehicles parked on a driveway at a property on 
the Pembridge approach to Eardisland. Persons unknown have removed front and 
rear number plates on both vehicles. The registration numbers of the two vehicles 
were RK51 HMC, and W168 PCJ and have not as yet been traced to other vehicles. 

2. Vehicle Theft 
A black Range Rover was recently stolen from a secure home garage in Pembridge 
and subsequently recovered in Shobdon burnt out. 

3.  Security Guard Threatened 
Police are appealing for witnesses after a suspected shoplifter threatened a 
security guard with a syringe at Morrison’s supermarket in Leominster on 
Saturday, 19 February at 12.30pm.The man had been stopped by a security guard 
after leaving the store when it was believed he had stolen goods on his person 
two bottles of whisky and a joint of beef. At this point the man pulled out a used 
syringe with hypodermic needle and threatened to stab the guard. He removed 
the whisky and beef from his clothing and made off. The offender is described as 
white, in his 50s, about 5ft 11ins tall and slim. He is bald with short, light ginger-
coloured hair on the sides. He had a large bruise covering much of the right side of 
his face, including his eye. At the time he was wearing a long-sleeved, hooded 
fleece jacket with a large picture of a wolf on the back. He was also wearing light 
blue jeans and green Wellingtons. 

4. Fuel Thefts 
West Mercia Police is urging residents that use heating oil to be extra vigilant 
following increased frequency of fuel thefts across the county resulting in the loss 
of hundreds of litres of fuel. Some useful tips and ideas include: 
(a)  Fitting an alarm which rings if the oil level suddenly drops;  
(b)  Installing security lights to alert residents when there are intruders; 
(c)  Plant shrubs or install fences to hide your tank from view. This is especially 
important if you live close to the road - although heating oil theft has also been 
known to occur at secluded properties with long drives. Remember to check your 
tank's oil levels on a regular basis; 
(d)  If your tank is openly accessible to all, consider re-siting it to an area or 
building where it is better protected; 
(e)  Be extra vigilant of tankers or large vehicles close to your property. Note down 
any suspicious vehicles' registration numbers and report them to the police; 
(f)  If your tank is located in an outbuilding, ensure it is kept locked and secured at 
all times; 
(g)  Remove any empty containers or drums from the immediate area - they could 
draw attention to the presence of your oil tank; 
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(h)  Deter thieves from entering your property by installing and using lockable 
gates and by maintaining boundaries and perimeter fencing. 
   5. Directions Scam 
A woman recently left a supermarket store and placed her purse on the passenger 
seat as she got into her car. At this point a man holding a map tapped on the 
window and asked her for directions to Sheffield. She got out of her car to help 
the man and then got back into her car and drove off. It was at this point she 
realised her purse was open and her bank card was missing. The woman cancelled 
her card and no money was taken form her account. This is the third such incident 
in the area this month so beware! 
  6. Tax Refund Email Scam Warning 
There is currently a scam email in circulation, which purports to be from HM 
Revenue & Customs. The email tells the recipient that he/she is due a tax refund 
of approximatly £180. Recipients are asked to complete an attached claim form 
(giving bank details, card verification numbers and bank password) to receive the 
refund.  
Should you receive anything similar - IGNORE IT - DON'T SEND ANY 
INFORMATION. This is a ''phishing'' exercise, which could result in accounts being 
used fraudulently to obtain large amounts of money. HMRC has confirmed that 
they never offer refunds by email. 
 
Phone Scam Advice from BT 
If you or members of your community have concerns regarding phone scams, BT is 
offering the following advice: the majority of phones these days do have CALLER 
DISPLAY; if your phone does have caller display ensure that it is activated - this is 
just a quick call to your service provider, i.e. BT who will turn on the caller display 
for no extra cost. Caller Display phones can be purchased from as little as £10 
from any good electrical retailer.  
Caller Display will enable you to see where your phone calls are coming from. The 
following rules apply: 
1. Withheld - the number is being dialled from the UK but the caller has chosen 
not to let recipients view it. The majority of businesses in the UK tend to have 
their number displayed as ‘withheld’ - It would be advisable to find out who is 
calling you and then decide if you wish to continue the conversation! 
2. International, Unavailable, Out of Area or a telephone icon - this means the 
call is coming from abroad and unless you have relations or friends who live 
abroad this is likely to be a scam call. BT advises that you either ignore these calls 
or pick up and then immediately put down - they will eventually get the message 
that you do NOT want to talk to them. We have found that when people engage in 
conversation with these individuals they have a tendency to keep re-calling in an 
attempt to try and sell them a variety of scam services. 
You may experience a silence on the other end of the line, this is usually due to 
the fact that the companies have the ability to dial several numbers at the same 
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time from one phone; once the first person has picked up the phone it cuts the 
other numbers off and you are left with a silent/dead line. 
BT and other providers are very aware of the calls and are involved in investigating 
these sorts of calls with an aim to curbing and stopping them, however it seems 
that as one 'scheme' stops another is started. If you are receiving these calls 
report them to your service provider so they are aware of the scale of the 
problem. 

Keith Mitchell (Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator) 
 
EARDISLAND COMMUNITY MILLENNIUM FUND 
 
Annual Report for 2010 by Barry Freeman, Chairman 
 
Formed in January 1996, ECMF has now completed 15 years of service to our 
community. In those years many parish organisations have been supported or 
subsidised through their start-up years and over £168,000 in outside grants 
secured. Without those grants, a significant number of facilities taken for granted 
in Eardisland today would not exist. 

It is pleasing to report another very productive year in 2010. Almost £1,600 
was spent on community projects; the principle beneficiary groups are listed here. 

 Neighbourhood Watch: additional signs for rural areas of the parish. 

 Village Band: hire of village hall for monthly practices (in 2009, paid in 

2010) 

 Welcome to Eardisland leaflets; 10,000 printing and distribution. 

 In Bloom activities: plants; compost; Village Hall displays; sunflower 

competition (seeds, prizes and badges); photographic competition prizes; 

Folio production. 

 E-Team activities: refurbishment of public benches, litter bins and 

signposts. 

 Refurbishment of events Notice Board and purchase of new slider events 

signs. 

 Village Hall: complete re-designing and replacement of outside 

information panels. 

 New Leaflets: re-drawing and design of village Map leaflet and new Parish 

Walks leaflets, 

 2 x 2,000 printed: available in dovecote, church and tea room. 

 Window rental: Leominster Tourist Information centre: displays 

advertising community events in June and August. 
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Our principle sources of income were from a Community Pride grant and 
advertising revenue from businesses and organisations featured in the 2010 
Welcome to Eardisland leaflets. We also gratefully acknowledge the donation 
from the Village Band’s Winter Carols Concert held in January 2010. 

The benefits to our community may not be immediately self-evident. It is 
helpful to enumerate them for all who have the community’s interests at heart. 
The investments in In Bloom and E-Team Activities: these led directly to the 
splendid achievement of a Gold Award, which in turn led to the receipt of a £500 
award. 

The annual Welcome to Eardisland leaflet, which is self-supporting, brings 
visitors, both local and from further afield, to our village. This in turn supports the 
Church, the dovecote, the Village Hall and local businesses. 

EARDISLAND AS WE KNOW IT TODAY DEPENDS LARGELY ON VISITOR INCOME. 
 

Barry Freeman 
EARDISLAND DOVECOTE TRUST 
 
ANNUAL REPORT 1

st
 November 2009 – 31

st
 October 2010 

Prepared by Barry Freeman, Secretary to the Trustees. 
 
General Notes 
 
Opened to the public in September 1999, the dovecote has now been open on a 
continuous daily basis for over 11 years. This level of opening far exceeds any 
comparable heritage property in Herefordshire. 

The Dovecote Trust is also the lessee of the public car park and custodian 
body for the AA kiosk, the oldest in England. Both dovecote and car park are free 
to all visitors and local users. 
 
Developments during 2010 
 
The opening of Eardisland Community Shop on the ground floor on 31

st
 March 

2010 made this a landmark year in the 250 years long history of the dovecote. 
We came together as a board of trustees at a public meeting on 10

th
 April 

1997, taking responsibility for a building that had been unused for over a century 
and had deteriorated to the point where it was virtually unsafe to enter, 
particularly on the upper floor.  In a few years, demolition could well have been 
the only practical option.  In the centre of a beautiful riverside setting, the 
dovecote was a prominent eyesore. 

Now, thirteen years later, the dovecote has become a daily focal point of 
the community for many people, providing both a valued commercial function 
and, equally important, a social focus where new acquaintanceships are regularly 
formed. 
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This is a wonderful development for Eardisland, which has lost virtually all its 
services during recent years.  As trustees we are extremely pleased to have 
successfully combined the heritage function required by the terms of our 
restoration package with a much valued community service. 
 
Acknowledgments are due to: 
 

the Community Shop committee and volunteers for their unstinting 
efforts in all weathers seven days a week; 

the In Bloom “E Team” for similar dedication regardless of the elements 
in maintaining the Twinning Garden, floral displays and benches and trimming the 
car park hedges; 

Eardisland Parish Council for resurfacing the car park which is an 
important facility for both residents and visitors, and to Tom Watkins for his 
regular mowing of the grassed area by the millstream. 
 
The involvement of the Gittoes family with the Dovecote 
 
The main elements of the heritage displays accommodated by the Dovecote Trust 
would not exist without the Gittoes family.  These comprise: the AA box in the car 
park (the oldest in England), and the two main showcases on the upper floor; the 
Golden Age of Motoring and Eardisland in World War Two. 

As the nameplates on the box show, the box formerly stood at Legions 
Cross, the junction where our village C-road joins the A44.  This main road 
previously ran through the village until the late 1980s, when it was routed round 
the village. 

In the early 1960s the AA replaced its gabled AA boxes with less ornate 
structures displaying the “modern” square logo in place of the splendid winged 
design we are fortunate to retain on our box.  Rather than see the old box 
removed for scrapping, our local AA patrolman, Harry Gittoes, had it removed to 
Garden Cottage, then the residence of his brother-in-law Stan Williams.  This 
village centre property is now the home of Stan’s great-nephew David, and 
Melanie Gittoes. 

The AA box rested, and deteriorated, quietly for almost forty years until 
Eardisland Oral History Group resolved to renovate it as an important element of 
the more recent history of the parish as a millennium project.  The Dovecote 
Trustees offered a prominent village centre site in the corner of the newly 
established public car park.  The Community Millennium Fund obtained a grant of 
£750 from the AA towards the total restoration cost of £1,250.  Restoration work 
was undertaken by Roger Young, a joiner of exceptional talents, and the box was 
put in place by local volunteers. 
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It is sad to recall how shocked all of us who knew him were to learn that Roger 
had a fatal heart attack in 2010: he was in his early fifties. 

Jenny and John Gittoes created the garden around the AA box to reflect 
the roadside gardens which were such a source of pride to AA patrolmen.  They 
have maintained it annually for the past ten years and have also given a regular 
spring-clean to the two upstairs showcases. 

Dave Gittoes has been the contractor of choice for both the Dovecote 
Trustees and the Community Shop Management Committee over the past ten 
years.  His son Sam donated some models to the AA exhibition upstairs and now 
Melanie is a shop volunteer. 

Four generations of the Gittoes family have contributed, and continue to 
do so, to the attraction of the dovecote for both residents and visitors.  The 
Dovecote Trustees are pleased to knowledge their long-standing debt to the 
whole family. 
 
ST VALENTINE’S DINNER AT ARROW LAWN 
 
Yet again Beryl and Alister Hoda organised a grand evening in support of our 
Church Appeal. Together with a splendid team of ladies they produced a totally 
authentic Italian repast, efficiently served to a crowded hall. 

Music, being the food of love, was not overlooked. All were welcomed on 
arrival by Signora Blyth on the pianoforte, and later in the evening they were 
serenaded by Signor Andy Davies on the violino, who also sang songs in 
celebration of love, accompanying  himself on the concertina. 

Guests responded quickly and generously to a polite request from two 
dubious looking members of Mafia Venezia to buy draw tickets. Some obviously 
had in mind a previous Valentine’s Day event organised by Cosa Nostra Chicago 
and were aware that Don Hoda had a suitably accommodating barn just across the 
courtyard! 

All the obvious hard work (and, as always, hidden generosity) of the 
organisers resulted in £1000 being raised for our Church Appeal. Thank you to 
them all and to everyone who supported the evening.  
 
 
THE CHURCH APPEAL 
                                                         WORK IS UNDER WAY! 
 
As many will have noticed, the greater part of the church has now become a 
building site. Public access is restricted to the chancel with entry through the 
chancel door. The restoration work is likely to last until early August. A precise 
completion date cannot be given at present due to a number of factors which are 
still being finalised. 
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The normal weekly pattern of worship will be maintained during this period: 
services will be held in, and restricted to, the chancel. 
The work planned 
Renovation will be undertaken in the following sequence: 

1. Tower roof works 
2. Nave ceiling and roof repairs 
3. Porch roof works 
4. Drainage works 
5. Nave internal renovation 
6. Heating works 

Fundraising 
Although the majority of the finance is now in hand, there remains a need to 
continue fundraising during this year to cover some remaining requirements. 
Progress reports will continue to be issued in each issue of this magazine. 
 
RECTOR’S LETTER 

By now we are half way through Lent. But what does Lent 
conjure up? A period of self-denial, giving up biscuits, 
chocolate, other goodies, all so we can enjoy Easter 
indulgences all the more. (A kind of New Year resolution to 
lose weight after the Christmas binge, but only in reverse.) 
Is that all it is meant to be? 

For us to truly enter the spirit of Lent we need to 
see it as gift to us – a period of time “lent” in the year in 
which we can focus on ourselves for our benefit. Too often 
in the busy-ness of the days, we focus on meeting and 
enabling others to achieve greater things, or simply run out 

of time for ourselves. Lent is a time in which then, we can without guilt, reflect on 
our lives and lifestyles, and see what we can do to make ourselves more at peace 
with ourselves, those around us, and with God. This is no quick and easy task. It 
may mean we have to give something up – in order to take up something of more 
value (give up a bad habit, and take a good habit instead). Of course perhaps the 
real starting point for all of us is with God, and asking Him what is it that we need 
to reflect and focus on. The whole period of Lent is about committing ourselves to 
a loving God, declaring our willingness to leave things in the past, and preparing 
ourselves for the future. After the time of preparation that is Lent, we are then 
able truly to celebrate the deeper meanings of Easter, and join the story of the 
Resurrection, as we ourselves are reborn in body and Spirit through our time with 
God, others and our own selves. And it’s never too late to start the process, nor 
are we limited to doing it only at Lent! 

I wish you joy and insight as we journey through Lent, and our prayers are 
with you. 

Rob 
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EARDISLAND VILLAGE SHOW 

 
2011 

 
At 

 
The Village Hall 

 
Saturday 3rd September 

 
2.00 - 4.30 pm 

 
Prizes will be awarded from 4.00 pm 

 
Entry open to all 

 

Grand Raffle 
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Section A: COOKERY 
 
1 a boiled fruit cake (see recipe on entry form) 
2 3 cup cakes decorated 
3 a jar of marmalade 
4 5 sausage rolls 
5 a jar of mixed pickles 
6 3 fruit scones 
 
Section B: WINE 
 
7 a bottle of fruit wine, home made 
8 a bottle of home-made flower wine 
9 flavoured gin 
10 a non alcoholic drink 
 
Section C: FLORAL ART 
 
No artificial fruit or flowers. All items on a base l8" x 18" unless otherwise 
stated 
 
11 miniature 4" x 4" x 4 
12 an arrangement in a kitchen utensil 
13 all green arrangement 
14 a posy (in a container please) 
15 Japanese style arrangement incorporating a piece of wood 
16 an exhibit depicting Eardisland Twinning using both fresh and 

artificial material 
 
 
Section D: HANDICRAFT 
 
17 a hand-made greetings card 
18 a hand knitted article 
19 a piece of handicraft 
20 a cross stitch picture 
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(handicraft continued) 
 

21 a fabric collage 
22 an item of embroidery 
23 a fascinator 
 
Section E: HORTICULTURE 
 
Special category 
 
24 Megan Lloyd Trophy - a fresh yellow rose 
25 3 gladioli 
26 a display of garden vegetables in a 12" space  
27 3 roses 
28 a flowering pot plant 
29 3 tomatoes 
30 3 stems only of different garden flowers 
 
Section F: PHOTOGRAPHY 
 
Maximum 7" x 5" mounted. Please put your name and the class number on 
the back. 
 
31 a photo of a garden 
32 a photo with a caption 
33 a photo of a statue 
34 a photo depicting `looking through' 
35 a group of people 
 
Section G: ART 
 
Pictures may be mounted but not glazed. Stretched canvases are 
acceptable 
 
36 mixed media landscape 
37 a drawing of an animal any media 
38 acrylic seascape 
39 water colour - flower(s) 
40 a 3 dimensional work less than 3 feet in any direction 
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Section H: Creative Writing 
 
Your entries should be placed with the completed entry form stating your 
name and address plus fees, in a sealed envelope marked 'Show - 
Creative Writing'. Please do not write your name on the entry itself. The 
envelopes should be handed in before Monday 22nd August. (Please use 
another form for your entries in other categories) 
 
41 A limerick 
42 a ‘thank you’ letter 
43 a childhood memory 
44 a poem celebrating the natural world 
 
Section J: Children 
 
Children of 11 and over are encouraged to enter the adult categories. 
Please put your age on the Entry Form so that it may be taken into 
consideration by the judges. 
 
Children under 5 years 
 
45 a collage 
46 a necklace 
47 a wooden spoon doll 
 
Children under 11 years 
 
48 flowers in a yoghurt pot 
49 model from recycled material 
50 a painting of any subject 
 
Entry forms may be returned up to 5.00pm on Friday 26

th
 August with the 

exception of creative writing entries which must be in by Monday 22
nd

 August. 
Late entries will, regretfully, not be accepted. 

Entries cost 30p per item for adults. Children may enter free of charge. 
Please place your entries and fees in an envelope marked ‘SHOW’ and hand in to 
one of the addresses shown on the Entry Form. 
 

Prize money not collected by 5.00pm will he returned to Show funds. 
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How to enter the Eardisland Village Show 

Please complete and return the entry form with the fees in a sealed 

envelope marked 'SHOW' to any of the Eardisland addresses below. 
 
Graham Simpson, Meadow Edge 
Gill Richards, The Bungalow 
Pat Roche, 5 Green Elms 
The Tea Rooms 
Dian Cope, Downome 
Diane Wolland, 12 St Mary's Walk 
Enquiries Gill Richards 01544 388323 
 
Entries should be taken to the Village Hall on Saturday 3rd 
September between 09.00 and 10.45am. Judging will take place 
during the morning and the Hall will be open to the public from 2.00 
pm. Prize giving and raffle draw will take place at 4.00pm. Prize 
money will be paid out after the announcements. 

Any prize money not collected by 5.00pm.will be returned to 
Show Funds. 
Please retain your schedule marked with the items you have 

entered 
 

Recipe - Boiled Fruit Cake - 7" tin 
 
Ingredients - 6oz (175g) dried fruit, 3oz(75g), margarine, 4oz (125g) 
sugar, 1/4 pint water, 8oz plain flour (250g), 1/2 tsp salt, 2 tsps. 
baking powder, ½ tsp mixed spice, 1 tsp bicarbonate of soda. 
 
Put fruit, sugar, fat and water in pan and bring to the boil. Simmer 
for 10 minutes and cool. Sieve flour, salt, baking powder and spices. 
Dissolve bicarbonate of soda in a little water. Combine all of the 
ingredients and stir well but do not beat. Pour into a greased 7" tin 
and bake in moderate oven (350F or gas mark 3) for 1 - 1 1/2 hours 
until firm to touch. 
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EARDISLAND VILLAGE SHOW 2011 
 

ENTRY FORM 
 

1. Please circle numbers of classes you wish to enter. 
2. Each entry costs 30p for adults, children free. 
3. Place your entry and cash in a sealed envelope marked “SHOW” 
4. Take your envelope to one of the addresses shown overleaf 
5. Entries should be in by Friday 26

th
 August. 

 
Cookery: A1 A2 A3 A4 A5 A6 
 
Wine:  B7 B8 B9 B10  
 
Floral Art: C11 C12 C13 C14 C15 C16 
 
Handicraft: D17 D18 D19 D20 D21 D22 D23 
 
Horticulture: E24 E25 E26 E27 E28 E29 E30 
 
Photography: F31 F32 F33 F34 F35 
 
Art:  G36 G37 G38 G39 G40 
 
Writing:  H41 H42 H43 H44  (see notes on early) 
 
Children: J45 J46 J47 J48 J49 J50 
 
 
FULL NAME: ……………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
TELEPHONE NUMBER: ……………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
AGE (if 11 yrs and under): …………………..  
 
 
RULES OF THE SHOW 
 
One entry per class and exhibits must be your own work. 
Judges' decisions are final. 
 
Money not claimed by 5pm on the Show day will be returned to funds. 
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EARDISLAND WILL CELEBRATE THE ROYAL WEDDING!    
 

A FREE CELEBRATION TEA at the Village Hall on Saturday 30th April at 
5.00pm. All parish residents are eligible. Tea will be followed by music 

from Eardisland Village Band. 
 
FREE COMMEMORATIVE MUGS for all parish resident children and young 
people aged 16 years and under. Mugs are bone china, boxed, with 
portraits of Prince William and Kate Middleton. All young people will 
receive a named certificate. 
 

MUGS FOR PURCHASE can also be ordered at £4.00 each. 
 

PLEASE FOLLOW THESE GUIDELINES. . . 
 

* ALL APPLICATIONS for tea places and mugs (free or purchased) must be 
on the order form printed on the next page of the magazine. Places for tea 

are limited by the capacity of the hall. 
 

* ALL APPLICATIONS  should be handed in at the Community Shop or Tea 
Rooms by SATURDAY 2nd APRIL. 

 
PLEASE ALSO READ THIS EXPLANATORY NOTE 

 
IT IS INTENDED  that St Michael’s Hospice will benefit from this event. A 

DONATIONS BOX will be available at the event and A DRAW will be held. If 
you cannot come, but would like to donate, please see THE SEPARATE 

ITEM FROM THE HOSPICE FRIENDS GROUP in this magazine. 
 

ALL COSTS ARE BEING COVERED; there will be no deductions; all receipts 
will go to the Hospice Support Group. 

 
MUGS WILL BE AVAILABLE at the Celebration Tea or after that at the Tea 

Room. 
 

FOR ALL ENQUIRIES please contact Gill Richards (388323). 
 

Please complete and return the form overleaf>>> 
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ROYAL WEDDING CELEBRATION RESPONSE FORM 
 
Name:   ……………………………………………………………………………… 
  
Address:  ……………………………………………………………………………… 
 
   ……………………………………………………………………………… 
 
   ……………………………………………………………………………… 
 
   ……………………………………………………………………………… 
  
Telephone No.:  ……………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Person(s) wishing 
to attend tea:  ……………………………………………………………………………… 
 
   ……………………………………………………………………………… 
 
   ……………………………………………………………………………… 
 
   ……………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Young people eligible for free mugs: name(s) and age(s) 
 
……………………………………………………………..  ……………… 
……………………………………………………..………  ……………… 
……………………………………………………………..  ……………… 
 
Mugs for purchase required: 
No. : ………………. @ £4.00 each  =  total £…………… 
 
No money now; payment is due on collection. A sample mug is available to 
inspect now at the Tea Rooms. 
 

Please hand in this completed form at SHOP or TEA ROOM 
by SATURDAY 2nd APRIL 
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WAR-TIME MEMORIES 
FROM THE ORAL HISTORY ARCHIVE (1994) 
 
In the last edition of this magazine Nancy Price recalled in 1994, her young days 
growing up in the village, attending the local school and enjoying life before the 
war. She and her friend Edie Williams, who lived in the Manor House, were also 
asked about their wartime memories. 
Prisoners of war: “We were dumbstruck and scared when war was declared; so it 
was amazing when POWs started to arrive. There were quite a lot round here. 
The Italians came first and the Germans later. There was a camp at Presteign, 
where they were based and then sent out to help farmers. We had some at the 
Court House and there were three at Hinton Manor; there were some at The 
Grove farm too.. The Italians were very clever at making things. One Christmas 
they made toys for all the children. My little boy was given a duck that walked 
and the wings flapped as it went. They mixed with us and we got to know them. 
They remained until about a year after the war ended”. Edie said, “I had one 
German living at the Manor House for a few months because he was working at 
Hinton Manor. That POW was still here until about 1948. They all had to wait 
their turn to be repatriated”. 
Everyday life: “It was odd that most of the younger men had left the village and 
only the older generation were left. The women went out to work on the land. 
We hoed the sugar beet, picked mangles, apples and potatoes, you name it we 
did it. The spirit was good. We used to get up dances at the Court House, the 
school room. All the RAF boys from Shobdon would come.  Once there was a bit 
of a fracas when some Italians arrived as well. The RAF boys didn’t like that.” 
Shobdon, the Poles and the Manor House: Edie explained that before the war 
there was no airfield at Shobdon. Her husband was involved in helping the 
surveyors and others plan it out. She explained, “Two contractors arrived to put 
up the buildings. The clerk of works stayed with them in the Manor House. When 
it was ready the Poles arrived to begin training. They used gliders mainly”. She 
said of them, “They were a mad lot. I’ve seen them fly so low they would come 
under telegraph wires.  They visited the village frequently and came to the 
dances. Some of the officers lived in the Manor House”. She recalled several 
crashes that occurred and even claimed to have seen a Pole riding a bike across 
the parapet of the bridge. She also had the Met officer living there too. She 
mentioned that many people returned to visit them from time to time recalling 
those war days. 
The night the bridge was demolished: Edie recalled that her son Geoffrey was 
just a few weeks old in 1944. “The heavy artillery boys (Americans) were coming 
from Leominster but got the route wrong. The first tank went over, right as 
ninepence, but none of the others that attempted it did. When they finished the 
whole village was a shambles. Part of the bridge was down; the cottage nearby 
had a high wall, that went. They did come back to rebuild it. My eldest boy who 
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was about 4 used to take sandwiches every morning to the masons and have his 
bait with them. They widened it quite a lot. Before that, two cars couldn’t pass, 
once I remember two motorcycles collided, it was so narrow. So the Americans 
did us a favour.” 
The Home Guard and village soldiers: “I think all the older men were in the 
Home Guard. They used to get dressed up and go on manoeuvres. They were 
based in the village, the old smithy I think. We had some young men who fought 
in the war who were killed. Their names are on the memorial. My husband was 
blind in one eye and couldn’t join up. His youngest brother did join up; he went to 
France and had always been a quite shy boy. We didn’t see him for two years; 
when he got back he never stopped talking and he hasn’t stopped since! He was 
only 18. It was a real education for him.” 
Evacuees:  “We had a lot of evacuees sent here from Bootle, near Liverpool. 
Some stayed for a long time, others didn’t. We had one to stay with us; he was a 
poor young boy, very unkempt. It was hard to deal with them because they were 
from the dock area and quite unused to country life. Sometimes they would sit on 
the steps of the pub and beg for money. There were some children that got on so 
well that they didn’t want to go back to their parents”.  
Rationing: “We weren’t troubled much by rationing. There was a lady with a cow 
who made us 4 pounds of butter every week. There was not much bother about 
that. Sugar was more difficult. We didn’t bother about meat rationing. There was 
always a cow, sheep or chicken available. People kept pigs too”. For Nancy Price 
working in her father’s shop, she said the war economy did affect them. They had 
to cut up things into ounces and it was very time consuming. “We could get some 
supplies but amounts depended on coupons. We had to take coupons off 
everyone and the suppliers would let us have certain amounts against these 
coupons. I’ve still got mine. There were some things you could never get. We 
never saw things like oranges or bananas. There were ways of getting things, but 
you had to know how..You could have an ounce of butter, half an ounce of lard 
and an ounce of bacon. I can remember that. I don’t recall how we got sugar.. you 
could save up coupons to get larger amounts. It was people living on their own 
that it affected the most because they had to survive on their own small rations. 
Families were better off. Cigarettes seemed to be available; there wasn’t much in 
the way of spirits until the Americans came and then there was quite a lot 
available.” 
The Americans at Barons Cross: “There was a hospital at Barons Cross but we 
never got to hear much about it. We didn’t like to enquire too much about what 
was going on. I think they were being treated there. Some used to come to our 
dances in the school. Later when the war finished it became a chicken farm; 
eventually it fell into disrepair but the remnants are still there.” 
The bombing: “We used to get a few frights when aircraft came over. The night 
they bombed Coventry was amazing”.  Nancy Price described how she stood on 
the bridge in the village and watched the sky light up. She said “the planes were 
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coming in droves. The sky was all colours of the rainbow”. She described too how 
a load of bombs were dropped on the factory in which she worked. She said “I 
was on day shift in the munitions factory in Hereford. When I arrived they were 
damping down the fires. Naval mines were being made there; there was a huge 
store under Dinedor Hill, that’s where I worked “the golden mile”. If that had 
been hit, you wouldn’t have seen Hereford again! Presumably the bomber didn’t 
get his navigation right; the place survived.” Edie Smith described how her father 
once saw a German plane come overhead, probably lost, but he was so shaken he 
had to sit down and have a cup of tea. He said he saw the swastika on the wings. 
“There were a few bombs dropped locally, some incendiaries near Weobley and 
also near Radnor”. She said she had heard there was a huge crater there and a 
memorial to Americans who had been killed. Both Edie and Nancy said what a 
relief it was when the war ended – and then the celebrations began. They had 
memories of those too! 

Paul Selfe 
SOME HISTORY OF EARDISLAND. 
 
       Not everybody will have seen the summary history of Eardisland which I wrote 
for the Parish Council website soon after it was set up. What follows is a slightly 
amended version of it. In future editions of this publication I will select one of the 
topics touched upon hereunder, and write about it in more detail. 
       
The area within our parish boundary 
has a complicated history, there 
being four ancient manors therein. 
This is intended to be no more than 
a ‘thumb nail’ sketch. Much has 
been omitted. 
       There is no boubt that this area 
was settled in very early times. 
Herefordshire Sites and Monuments 
Record (SMR) lists 108 sites within 
this parish. Whilst only two of these 
are related there to pre 1066 [both 
to the Bronze Age], several others 
which are listed as undated are, by 
their very nature *eg.’Ring ditch’+ 
also likely to prove, if investigated 
by archaeologists, of Romano-
British, or earlier, date. 
       Other than the Roman road 
which largely forms the eastern 
boundary of the parish, there is only 

scant archaeological evidence for 
the Roman period; nor is there 
evidence to suggest to what extent 
‘Romanisation’ altered the earlier 
cultural situation hereabouts. 
       The Roman era in Britain ended 
circa 410AD. By about 700 AD, 
(some say 600), the valley of the 
river Arrow and its immediate 
environs had been subject to 
occupation by an influx of 
“Anglians”. 
       Time passed.......By the time of 
the Battle of Hastings in 1066 the 
lands in this vicinity were held by 
Morcar, Earl of Northumbria. The 
administrative structures later 
known as the “manors” of 
Eardisland, Burton, Hinton and 
Twyford would have coalesced well 
before then, but the date of the 
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establishment of a church here is 
much less certain. 
       The Norman Conquest took its 
course – without major struggle in 
this immediate area it is thought. 
Then in 1086 King William “The 
Conqueror” caused what soon 
became known as the Domesday 
Book to be compiled. Eardisland is to 
be found under the name of “Lene”, 
held by the King himself. Burton, 
Hinton and Twyford are not 
mentioned. 
       In 1091 the King (by then 
William II “Rufus”) gave a 
considerable amount of land in 
Herefordshire to William (i) de 
Braose of Bramber (in Sussex) which 
included our area. The four manors 
here continued to be held by the de 
Braose family as tenants-in-chief of 
the Crown until the execution of 
William (iv) de Braose by Llwyelyn 
the Great in 1230. His four 
daughters inherited different parts 
of his overal holdings, Maud 
(Matilda) being the eventual 
inheritor of this area. Maud married 
Roger, son of Ralph (ii) de Mortimer 
of Wigmore. The manors stayed as 
part of the very extensive Mortimer 
holdings until, by 1433, Hinton and 
Eardisland had become two of the 
two hundred manors held by 
Richard, Duke of York; these two in 
particular via Anne, widow of 
Edmund Mortimer, 5

th
 Earl of 

March, sister-in-law of Richard’s 
mother, Anne Mortimer. 
       Of Twyford little is known in 
comparison with the other three. In 
1425 Thomas le Poitevin was 
holding it of Edmund (iii), the last 

Mortimer Earl of March, and as 
comparatively recently as 1649 it is 
referred to as the Manor of ‘Twyford 
and Broome’. There are other 
references, but this is not the place 
for them. But a separate manor 
Twyford undoubtedly was. 
       The manor of Burton is well 
documented. The St Owen family 
were holding of the various tenants-
in-chief of the Crown already 
mentioned from very soon after the 
Conquest, and were at Burton until, 
between 1399 and 1404, the manor 
of Burton passed by marriage to the 
Downton family. Circa 1477, again 
by marriage, the Cotes family 
became lords of Burton and 
remained there until1641 when the 
manor was sold to Henry Hyet (and 
others). 
       Hyet was removed from Burton 
in 1645, but by 1659 he was back in 
possession. He sold to John 
Brewster in April 1662. The Brewster 
family held until 1804 and were 
followed, yet again by marriage, by 
the Evans family. They held until 
1863 when the manor was sold to a 
member of the Clowes family of 
Broughton Hall, Lancashire. The 
Clowes family were still in 
possession in 1922 when the Law of 
Property Act abolished all remaining 
manorial rights and priveleges and 
Copyhold tenure. 
       Hinton and Eardisland, after 
1433, passed back to the Crown in 
1459/1460 when an Act of Attainder 
was passed against Richard, Duke of 
York. He was executed without trial 
immediately after the Battle of 
Wakefield in 1460. Ten years or so 
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later, in 1469-1471, both Eardisland 
and Hinton were being controlled 
and farmed directly by the Crown. In 
1533-1535 there is record that both 
the manors of Hinton and of 
Eardisland belonged to Catherine of 
Aragon, then Dowager of Arthur, 
late Prince of Wales. 
       After the death of Catherine of 
Aragon in January 1536 Hinton took 
more lowly ownership. In 1554 it 
was granted to Christopher Smyth 
and Mr Barton, gentlemen, but the 
manor of Eardisland took a different 
course, as recounted later. The 
Barton family fall out of the picture 
at Hinton after this one appearance, 
but the Smyth (Smith) family 
continued as lords of the manor of 
Hinton until the late 1630s, when 
the Hyet family make a brief 
appearance. 
       Not surprisingly the Civil War 
and Commonwealth period have 
produced no written record of the 
manor of Hinton, indeed the story 
does not pick up again until 1713 
when the Cutler family, (Robert) is 
found as lord of the manor. That 
family is followed from 1734 by the 
Crowther family until 1791; Sanders 
family c.1864 to c.1903; and the 
Paton family c. 1909 to 1924 by 
which time the Law of Property Act 
had effectively abolished the 
manorial structure, as previously 
mentioned herein. 
       By 1553 the manor of Eardisland 
is again recorded as being held by 
the Crown, [in the person of Queen 
Mary (Tudor)], but whether it came 
to her via her mother [Catherine of 

Aragon] or via her father [King Henry 
VIII] is not yet discovered. 
       During Mary’s reign the 
Devereux family, Earls of Essex, 
became tenants-in-chief of 
Eardisland. Then from 1653, possibly 
earlier, Eardisland was held by the 
eldest son of the Marquis of Bath 
with whose descendants it remained 
until sold, in 1802, to James 
Kinnersley. The Kinnersleys were 
followed as lords of the manor of 
Eardisland by the Smythies family 
from circa 1811 until 1851; then, 
from circa 1863 by John Harding 
until his death in about 1891. 
       Some notable names have been 
recorded in this summary of the 
lordship of the four manors within 
the parish. But what of the  many  
many other families who lived, 
worked and died here over the 
centuries? And what of the buildings 
they lived in, the land they held by 
various types of tenure, and the 
fields in which they toiled; and 
indeed of the church in which they 
worshipped? 
       There is far too much material 
available to attempt an integrated 
‘History’ of the whole parish, at least 
in the short term. But much is in 
course of preparation for publication 
in some form or another and it is 
intended that future editions of this 
Magazine will contain short ‘papers’ 
on a variety of specific topics 
touching the history of the parish, 
rather than the various formats 
which I have produced in the past. 

 

                                                                                                     George Alderson 
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WEATHER REPORT 
 

After a near record-breaking December, the rest of 
winter returned to a regular pattern, so there is little to 
report. January had some moderate frosts but with 
temperatures well up on December. All the snow left 
over from the previous month melted during the first 
few days and there were no further falls. Rainfall at 
58.9mm was within the normal range. February was 
much the same as regards temperature, although there 
were a couple of Spring-like days towards the end of the 

month. Rainfall was only 37.5mm (well below average). March has opened dry but 
rather cold. 

Peter Glenn 
 
COOKERY CORNER 

SALAD CREAM 

 
1  tablespoon plain flour 
4  teaspoons caster sugar 
1  dessertspoon English 

                mustard powder 
Pinch of salt 
2  eggs 
100ml.  white wine vinegar (or 50/50                       
white wine with vinegar) 
150ml. double cream (but I use thick 

yoghurt) 
Squeeze of lemon juice 

 
Mix the flour, sugar, mustard and salt.  Beat in the eggs and white wine vinegar.  
Place the bowl over simmering water and keep stirring until the mixture thickens – 
about 4 to 5 minutes.  Once cooked, remove the bowl and leave to cool. 
 
Add the cream or yoghurt.  Finish with a little lemon juice. 
 
Bottle and put in fridge.  It will keep for a minimum of two weeks. 

It’s very good and the recipe gives latitude for amendments. Home-made 
is entirely different to the shop-bought types. Try adding some dried spices - 
cumin works well, as does garlic. 

Chris Bivand 
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C A Marsden 
 

Tel: 01544 388868 Mob: 07989 692472 
Email: cmarsden@freeuk.com 

 

         Traditional Upholstery  :   Loose Covers 

Repairs and Refurbishment : Upholstery Supplies 
 

Also Vintage Vehicle trimming and Canvas work 
in association with 

PLANE WRAPPERS of Shobdon (01568 708620) 

 
 

mailto:cmarsden@freeuk.com
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Sunday 24
th
 April – Easter Sunday 

8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) Kingsland 

11:00 am Holy Communion (BCP) Aymestrey 

11.00 am Holy Communion Kingsland 

6.30 pm Holy Communion Eardisland 
 

Sunday 1st May 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

9.30 am Family Service Kingsland 

11.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) Aymestrey 

11.00 am Matins Kingsland 

6.00 pm Benefice Evening Prayer Eardisland 
 

Sunday 8
th
 May 

8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) Kingsland 

9.30 am Matins Eardisland 

9.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) Aymestrey 

11.00 am Holy Communion Kingsland 
 

Sunday 15
th 

May 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

11.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) Kingsland 

3.30 pm Holy Communion Leinthall Earles 

6.00 pm Benefice Evening Prayer Kingsland 
 

Sunday 22
nd

 
 
May 

8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) Kingsland 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

11.00 am Holy Communion Kingsland 

6.30 pm Choral Evensong Kingsland 
 

Sunday 29
th
  May 

11.00 am Benefice Communion  Leinthall Earles 

 

Easter Services: 

Please note due to project work and space available, the Easter Service at 

Eardisland will be at 6:30pm.  

 

All people are welcome at any of the Benefice Services. 
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CONTACTS 
EDITORIAL 

 
CHRIS BIVAND Arrow Bank, Eardisland, Leominster, HR6 9BT 
     01544 – 388375 
   Email:  chrisbivand@bivand.freeserve.co.uk 
 

ADVERTISING 

For all matters relating to advertising in this magazine, please contact: 

 

PATRICIA GILL 

 01544 – 320364 

Email parishads@btinternet.com 

 
DISTRIBUTION MANAGER 

 
PHIL MILCHARD 

       01544 388097 
Email pmilchard@btinternet.com 

 
This edition of the Eardisland Parish Magazine was printed by 

Leominster Community Resource Centre 

 

Published by Eardisland Parish Council.  Views expressed are those of individual 
contributors and not necessarily those of Eardisland Parish Council. 

The Eardisland Parish Magazine is published by Eardisland Parish Council without 
inserts. 

The Eardisland Parish Magazine is posted online in pdf format: 
 

Please visit www.eardisland.org.uk 
 

Unlike the printed version, most photographs and some advertisements appear in 
colour. You may need to download Adobe Acrobat reader, which you can find on 

the web by using Google. The program is entirely free. 
 

 
Copy date for the next edition of the Eardisland Parish Magazine: 

 
FRIDAY 6

th
 MAY 2011 
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