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SERVICES AT CHURCH OF ST MARY THE VIRGIN, EARDISLAND 
 

Rector: Reverend Dr. Rob Taylor 
The Rectory,  

Kingsland, 
Tel: 01568 708255 

 
Churchwardens: 
     Mrs S Askew                              Dr A Hoda 
    The Granary                               Arrow Lawn    

Tel: 01544 388637                    Tel: 01544 388131 
 
 

 

Sunday 25
th

 September 

8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) Kingsland 

9:30 am Holy Communion   Eardisland 

11.00 am Holy Communion Kingsland 

6.30 pm Choral Evensong Kingsland 

 

Sunday 2
nd

 October 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

9.30 am Family Service Kingsland 

11.00 am Holy Eucharist (BCP) Aymestrey 

11.00 am Matins Kingsland 

 

Sunday 9
th

 October  

8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) Kingsland 

9.30 am Matins Eardisland 

9.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) Aymestrey 

11.00 am Harvest Communion Kingsland 

 

Sunday 16
th

 October 

9.30 am Harvest Communion Eardisland 

11.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) Kingsland 

3.30 pm Holy Communion Leinthall Earles 

 

Sunday 23
rd

 October 

8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) Kingsland 

9:30 am Holy Communion   Eardisland 

11.00 am Holy Communion Kingsland 

6.30 pm Choral Evensong Kingsland 
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EDITORIAL 
 
It’s that time of year to use the ‘C’ 
word: Christmas. You have the 
opportunity to write a short 
Christmas/New Year greeting for 
friends and neighbours that will be 
published in the December edition 
of this magazine. The only proviso is 
that you make a contribution to a 
charity of your choice, after all, you 
will be saving money on cards. 
Contact details are on page 42. 
Please give me your message asap. 

In the last magazine I 
highlighted the problem of 
‘knockers’ - people who offer money 
for antiques to gain your confidence, 
then buy more from you at low 
prices. Well, I’m sorry to hear that a 
local man (not from this parish) was 
conned in just this way and was 
considerably upset by the 
experience. There is nothing he can 

do because he agreed to sell the 
furniture. It pays to be careful. I also 
heard of an attempted telephone 
scam on a villager. Basically, a caller 
pretended to be from one of the 
main banks to say that there was a 
computer system error and to 
continue to use the account she 
would have to confirm her bank 
details. Please note that banks, 
building societies and government 
agencies will NEVER ask for your 
details in this way. 

On 17
th

 August there was a 
letter in the Hereford Times to the 
effect that you have to register your 
septic tank and pay a fee of £120. 
This is inaccurate and I am surprised 
that the Editor decided to publish 
the scary letter. The official 
Environment Agency website says: 
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 “The requirement to 
register small domestic sewage 
discharges from septic tanks and 
package sewage treatment plants, 
has changed in England.  

The requirement to register 
was a result of regulations made in 
2010 by the Department for 
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 
(Defra) and the Welsh Government, 
as part of the implementation of the 
European Union Water Framework 
Directive. Registration was 
considered to provide the lightest 
touch approach to meet legal 
obligations. 

However, we are now 
undertaking a joint review with 
Government on the requirement to 
register small domestic sewage 
discharges in England. There will 
be a Defra consultation on 
the options, details of which will be 
announced in the next few weeks.  

We will include a link on this page 
once the consultation starts.   

While the review is 
underway, we will not require the 
registration of small domestic 
sewage discharges, including septic 
tanks, in England - although 
householders can still register if they 
wish.” The website also stresses that 
registration is free. I’ll keep you 
informed if I hear anything more. 

I am delighted that, at the 
time of writing, Derek Wareham is 
making good progress after an 
operation which led to some 
complications. He’ll soon be E-
Teaming again! 
 Finally, it is with deep 
regret that I publish three obituaries 
in this edition: those of Leslie Evans, 
Howard Davies and Brian 
Thomasson. Each, in their own way, 
made a considerable contribution to 
village life. I know that they will be 
sorely missed. 

Chris Bivand 
 
EARDISLAND VILLAGE DIARY 2011 
 

Friday 23
rd

 September CLAP meeting - see enclosed flyer 

Saturday 24
th

 September CLAP meeting - see enclosed flyer 

Saturday 8
th

 October Roots and Fruit, page 30 

Sunday 16
th

 October Harvest Festival and Lunch, page 13 

Saturday 22
nd

 October Shop Volunteers - page 18 

Thursday 27
th

 October 7.30pm Parish Council Meeting, VH 

Saturday 29th October  Halloween Party 

Friday 11th November MAGAZINE COPY DATE 

Saturday 12th November Village Band and Friends, VH, 7.30pm, p.17 

Tuesday 15
th

 November Coffee morning for Hospice, page 16 

Saturday 19
th

 November Comedy Night - page 25 

Tuesday 22nd November  Christmas Bingo 

Thursday 24
th

 November 7.30pm Parish Council Meeting, VH 
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OBITUARIES (IN ALPHABETICAL ORDER) 

 
HOWARD DAVIES 
 

Howard Davies was born on the 27th 
February 1948 in the family home 
“Clyde House” in Leominster. In his 
early years Howard contracted 
pneumonia and was close to perishing 
were it not for penicillin, a drug that 
he remained allergic to for the rest of 
his life.  
He loved the countryside and soon 
became keen on fishing and shooting 
often shocking his mother with 

various beasts left in inappropriate places. Howard’s early schooling was at Dutton 
House in Leominster until he was expelled after several run-ins with the Maths 
master. The master asked Howard “would you rather a 1/4 or 1/3 of a piece of 
cake” my father replied “the ¼ sir”, “you stupid boy, why on earth would you have 
the ¼?” “I don’t like cake sir!” Howard never had a sweet tooth. 

Having been expelled he then went to Lucton as a day boy at the age of 
10. He struggled with some subjects and particularly hated Latin but excelled at 
science, especially chemistry. On one occasion he gained permission from the 
Head to make gun powder, an experiment that delighted his classmates when 
they got to ignite it.  

Upon leaving school at 16 Howard started work at Burgesses in 
Leominster as a general store man.  In 1967 Howard started courting Pauline. The 
job at Burgesses he found tedious and looked for another challenge. He gained a 
job at a local factory (Bonar?) as a store man, this change of role did nothing to 
quell his thirst for a challenge and in 1969 he joined the Royal Navy, his training 
taking place at HMS Raleigh and HMS Collingwood. However his blossoming 
relationship with Pauline made him decide to leave the Navy before his first ship 
and he moved back to Leominster returning to work at Burgesses. 
In 1972 he went into business with Edwin Layton and started up Layton & Davies 
selling ironmongery and hard ware, fishing tackle, shooting supplies, sports goods 
and bottled gas. Howard did the gas deliveries and Edwin ran the shop, an 
arrangement that suited Howard. He was able to join Leominster Fire Brigade as a 
retained fire fighter a role that he carried out for 10 years until 1982. 

On the 5th August 1972 Howard and Pauline married. They lived above 
Layton & Davies while their wedding present of three cottages next to the river 
Arrow in Eardisland was readied and made habitable as a family home. Children 
were born to the couple, Andrew in 1974, Richard in 1977 and Lindsey in 1982. 
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With a growing family Howard and Pauline decided to knock the two end cottages 
into one to provide a suitable family home. The majority of the work was 
undertaken by Howard’s father, a master builder.  Richard, about 5 acting as clerk 
of works, often used to ask Grandad “Is that all you’ve done today?”  

Howard was a keen angler, enjoying trout fishing but particularly deep 
sea boat fishing. He was a founder member of The Sporting Wanglers, a fishing 
and shooting club that is still going today and going from strength to strength 
thanks to the foundations he laid when the club was formed in 1972. 

Sadly in 2004 Howard and Pauline divorced. At this juncture in his life he 
decided to travel, visiting South Africa, America, Crete, Malta, Canada and 
Thailand. It was Thailand though that captured his heart and he made several trips 
in the last few years, often spending 3 months at a time there. 
In late 2010 Howard was diagnosed with primary liver cancer that was inoperable. 
He remained positive at the prospect of 12 months of life left; his maxim was “Live 
every day as though it will be your last! One day you’ll be right.” His final goal was 
to walk his daughter down the aisle at her wedding in July. This was not to be as 
Howard passed away after a short spell in a Thai hospital on May 13th. He was 
cremated by Buddhist monks at a local temple on May 15th. 

Other notable events: Member of the Royal Observer Corps  (Lyonshall) 
1988 (ish) – 1998 (ish), Commendation from Chief Constable of West Mercia 
Constabulary – prevented a police officer from getting assaulted. 
Eardisland Parish Council, approximately 10 years. Founder member of Eardisland 
Cricket Club’s revival and Honorary President. 

Andrew Davies and family 
 
LESLIE EVANS 1912-2011 
 
(Photograph on front cover) 
 
Bell Ringer, Musician and Countryman 
 
There can’t be many people who decide to write their autobiography at the age of 
93, and live to see every copy sold, raising over £20,000 for charity. Leslie 
published his autobiography, (A Herefordshire Life), in 2006 having been urged to 
do so over many years by friends and acquaintances. The book provides a wealth 
of wonderful stories and details about a fast disappearing way of life in and 
around Herefordshire, over his own lifetime and that of his parents and 
grandparents.  

Leslie was born in 1912 in Mansel Lacy, where his father was a 
wheelwright who had been born at Evenjob, near Presteigne, in 1858. He had 
been employed in a number of jobs in the area, including building railway bridges 
and goods yards. Whilst in Mansel Lacy, Leslie records that his father was paid ten 
shillings a year for winding the church clock, a very important feature in the village 
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for workers since there was no other means of knowing the time. In order to 
check its accuracy his father got a postman, who cycled out from Hereford 
everyday with the mail, to set his watch by Hereford time so that he could keep 
the Mansel Lacy clock as accurate as possible.   

His great grandfather, William Powell, lived at Eardisley Park in 1822; he 
was a captain in the Guards. Leslie discovered in his researches that he owned 8 
horses, 3 wagons, 4 carts and 5 cows. The total value of his wealth was £352.  
Leslie’s half brother was at the famous incident of the Angels of Mons, in the First 
War, about which a mysterious story has emerged. It is recorded that two armies, 
charging at each other on horseback, were apparently stopped from destroying 
each other by the appearance of a warning angel.     

Leslie’s family moved to Eardisland in 1924 to take advantage of the 
opportunity to develop the Brouch smallholding, and provide milk, eggs and cider 
to the local community.  He joined the church choir within two weeks of coming to 
live in Eardisland and continued to serve in it until 1937 when he became organist 
at Pembridge, which he then served for 56 years. He actually played for 57 Harvest 
Festivals and only failed to get there twice in the whole of that time! He had his 
first opportunity to play the organ in public when aged 12 when he was 
encouraged by a lady from the local chapel. (His mother went to the church and 
his father was a chapel goer).  Apart from playing the organ, he also used to do a 
lot of singing with local choirs. He first joined the Leominster Orpheus Male Voice 
Choir when aged about 14 and sang in that until the war came. He also belonged 
to the Broxwood Male Voice Choir until that ceased with the war as did the 
Leominster Choir. They made two records and also sang Messiah in many 
churches around the area.  

Leslie married in the early 1930s. His wife was a cook and housekeeper at 
Glan Arrow, working mainly for the Artindale family. In their own home, they had 
two evacuees from Bootle to look after during the war and gave them a very good, 
secure home for its duration. During the war, Mrs Evans had a narrow escape 
when a plane from Shobdon crashed in the grounds of Burton Court close to the 
building in which she was working. Leslie observed the crash and went to rescue 
the pilot who had baled out, unaware of the danger his wife had experienced.  At 
this time, Leslie was a member of the Home Guard and had many unusual 
experiences. As the company dispatch rider, he was once nearly shot when 
mistaken for an enemy motorcyclist approaching a road block.  

The great passion, for which Leslie was most renowned both in Britain 
and in places throughout the world where bells were rung, was that of 
campanology. He rang bells in over 800 churches and cathedrals (including St 
Paul’s  and Westminster Abbey) in towns and cities from Penzance to Dundee and  
from London to Beaumauris, in Anglesey. He once took part in five peals in a day 
which was over 25000 changes. He achieved this performance in Llanfihangel 
Rhydithon in 1952. It was a world record at the time and was in the Guinness Book 
of records. He had an international reputation for his skills and abilities.  
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Leslie was a great raconteur with a lively sense of humour, which he 
retained to the very end of his life. The day before his book was launched, in St 
Michael’s Hospice (a charity to which he donated all the proceeds of its sales), I 
asked him if he would like a lift to the venue. He said that he was happy to drive 
himself and anyway was probably going to give someone a lift. I asked if he was 
sure he knew where the Hospice was. He said “Oh yes, I’ve been there once 
before…” I said, “Oh, when was that?” He replied, “It was on the occasion when 
my father had to deliver a goat to the nuns who lived in what was then a 
convent”; he paused and said, “That would be in 1919.” When I arrived, he was 
already there, drinking tea and chatting to the staff. When it came to giving his 
thanks for the occasion, he began by insisting he was not a speech maker; but 
thirty minutes later he was still going strong without a note to assist him.  

Leslie was a remarkable man. He left school at the age of 13, having 
declined the opportunity to attend Leominster Grammar School, because he was 
required to assist on the smallholding at the Brouch. He learnt to play the piano 
and organ and to ring bells to such a high standard that he became eminent 
throughout the world. He admired especially anyone who worked hard and 
developed skills to the highest standards. He had a healthy disregard for architects 
and planners who often appeared to present threats to his projects. He 
exemplified his values in that he scarcely appears to have stopped working since 
he left school. He was still making garden furniture at the age of 95, which people 
frequently travelled many miles to purchase. This work entailed operating a huge 
and potentially dangerous lathe.  

He owned the land known as the Old Cricket Meadow, where the Burton 
Court Cricket team had once played. He kindly allowed commemorative matches 
to be played on this meadow in 1996-1998 to celebrate 130 years of cricket in the 
village. The outcome was the formation of the Eardisland Cricket Club in 1999, 
since the matches had proved so successful and popular. He was delighted to 
hand the Eardisland Bat (still hanging in The White Swan) to the winning captain at 
the end of each anniversary match. 

One always required a good hour or two if one was to spend time with 
Leslie. His memories came flooding out, and it was possible to learn something 
new from him however many times one had previously stopped to chat with him. 
His memory for detail, names, places and events was extraordinary, even at the 
very end of his life. He was witty, observant of human nature and human foibles, 
wise and warm hearted. He took part in three video productions made by the 
Eardisland Oral History Group between 1999-2006, being remarkably able and 
comfortable in front of the cameras and recounting his stories with all the skill of a 
natural communicator.  

We are fortunate to have the record of his memories and observations 
on film, tape and in his book, all of which are invaluable sources for local 
historians.  However, it is his work in the churches of the area and throughout 
Britain where he hung bells, together with his remarkable and outstanding skills as 
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a bell-ringer, which will live on into the future as the greatest tribute to this 
energetic and generous man. As one local beneficiary of his advice and help 
(Robert Badham), noted in an account of the work done in his village of Dilwyn:  
“Leslie Evans is the one man who has done more for bell-ringing in this county (of 
Herefordshire) and indeed probably the whole country, than any other person.” 

He remained alert and still full of stories until the last three months, 
when he suffered a stroke and although he recovered and remained physically and 
mentally strong, he began to lose a desire to continue. It was sad to see him in 
decline, but we have many positive memories of him to recall. 

Paul Selfe 
Leslie Evans - An appreciation 
 
Leslie Evans began ringing at the age of 14 in 1926, proving an enthusiastic, 
dedicated and extremely able pupil at Eardisland Parish Church. In 1952 he 
determined to raise sufficient funds to have Eardisland bells recast, rehung on a 
new frame and augmented to a ring of eight. With assistants, he removed the 
bells for transport to Loughborough, installed a new frame and reinstalled the 
now eight bells on their return. Leslie raised all the money needed himself and 
had one of the new bells inscribed to commemorate Her Majesty’s coronation. He 
conducted the first peal on the ring of eight on 2nd June 1953. 
Leslie rang at Eardisland for almost 80 years, and was tower captain for over 60 
years. During that time he was organist at neighbouring Pembridge Parish Church 
for 50 years and sang for many years with Herefordshire Vale of Arrow male choir. 
Much of his working life was concerned with church bells and he is widely 
remembered throughout the Hereford Diocese by many parishes for his work on 
their bells. 

His renown extends to all areas of England and Wales in campanological 
circles and he was elected for the first honorary life member of the Swansea and 
Brecon Ringing Guild. He was elected to membership of the Ancient Order of 
College Youths many years ago and it has now become a tradition for members to 
gather in Eardisland each December to ring a quarter peal for his birthday. This 
duly occurred last December on his 98th birthday. 

Leslie has taught countless young people to ring and set them on a 
lifetime’s dedication to campanology. Similarly he has introduced many to 
handbell ringing. 

Church music was only one part of a life that has been full of good 
workmanship and some notable charitable undertakings. Most recently he had his 
autobiography published, for which I was pleased to write the foreword. He paid 
all of the costs of a print run of 2,000 and all copies have now been sold with the 
total income of £24,000 going to Hereford St Michael’s Hospice.  
I count myself lucky to have enjoyed his friendship since 1966. I do not expect to 
meet his like again. 

Barry Freeman 
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BRIAN THOMASSON 
 
Brian was a slightly larger than life character. Possessing an indomitable spirit, he 
could be stubborn, but embraced life, taking an interest in whatever was 
happening around him in the local community and also in the world. Whilst 
uncoordinated, he loved to be on the move, travelling around the world and 
exploring the history and literature of the places he visited.  
 

Brian was born in 1930 in Manchester, the only 
son of Harold and Modderina. Successful at 
school, he went on to study Geography at 
Manchester University – so his entire childhood 
was spent in Manchester –  becoming a lifelong 
Manchester United supporter. But those 
childhood years were turbulent years in the 
world, and for many in this country. They left 
their mark on Brian, in the strong views he held 
against killing and militarism. 

Brian had a real aptitude in education, 
quickly rising to head teacher – indeed he was the 
youngest appointed head teacher of a secondary 
school at that time. He was to become head of 
three schools; in Sunderland, in Whitehaven and 

in Bolton, until he retired. 
Life didn’t always work out as Brian hoped for. Marriage didn’t work out 

for him, though he remained proud of his children: Helen, Jo and Ann. 
When Val took a deputy headship in Devon, after Brian’s retirement, and 

later a headship in Herefordshire, he moved south and found a new home here, 
especially in Eardisland over these past 10 years or so. Eardisland gave him many 
opportunities to get involved in the local community: for example, the Twinning 
Committee and “Friends of Leominster Hospital”. As a committed Church 
member, he became part of Eardisland’s PCC and served as the Deanery Synod 
Treasurer.  

Brian was a colourful character – literally. His lack of fashion sense saw 
him buy outlandish colours and clothing, and happily mixing them up. He managed 
to frustrate his daughters’ attempts to help him … and many of the T-shirts bought 
for them on his travels were never to see the light of day! Brian never worried; he 
embraced it all, and happily sent himself up. 

Uncoordinated and clumsy, he was excused from DIY and left to indulge 
his passions for reading and music. Widely read, he would tackle classics such as 
“War and Peace” and the “Complete Works of Shakespeare”, as well as the 
historical literature of the places he visited. Brian kept abreast of the modern 
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world, most obviously in music, where he would happily “conduct” Beethoven, 
and then watch the latest “Top of the Pops”. 

Another passion was his love of new cars. However, he unfailingly 
pranged them. One time he left the handbrake off, only for the car to roll down 
the drive in slow motion into an ice cream van. His last car still carries the marks 
from when he took a piece out of Ludford Bridge. Brian also loved good food and 
drink, and cared for animals, hence the donations in his memory for the RSPCA 
Sanctuary for Horses in Shrewsbury. 

Perhaps one insight into Brian comes from the most recent days. After 
struggling to keep his independence for many months, once he accepted the need 
to go into a home, he gave “Matron” the third degree before taking a room at 
Stretton Nursing Home, Burghill, south facing for the sun, and charming them all 
with his smile and having them on. 

Brian then was a colourful character, embracing life with an indomitable 
spirit and eccentric viewpoint, which made for much laughter and frustration. His 
love for many, especially his daughters here present, will be missed. 

(At the family’s request we then played the song “I won’t back down”, by 
Johnny Cash as a tribute to Brian.) 

Rob Taylor, Rector 
 

EARDISLAND TWINNING ASSOCIATION  
 
BRIAN THOMASSON 
 
Brian was a strong supporter of the 
Eardisland twinning project from the 
very start. He attended the initial 
exploratory meeting in the Village 
Hall in April 2005, participated 
enthusiastically in the first visit of 
our French guests in March 2006 
and was elected founding treasurer 
of the Eardisland Twinning 
Association in May 2006, a position 
he held until he died. In my former 
role as chair of the Association, I 
worked closely with Brian for over 
three years. His commitment, eye 
for detail and sheer determination 
would be hard to beat. Brian’s book-
keeping was meticulous, both in 

content and in presentation – and all 
recorded in his beautiful hand. Brian 
was tremendous fun and I have fond 
memories of him helping to 
organise, and then enjoying, 
numerous fund-raising activities - 
usually involving good food and 
wine…  Brian loved the exchange 
visits, hosting François, proprietor of 
the bar in La Vieille Lyre, in 2007 and 
then staying with François during 
our visit to Normandy in 2008. (Very 
sadly, François also died this 
summer.) Brian was a passionate 
Francophile, a dedicated committee 
member and a loyal friend. I shall 
miss him. 

Ruth Brinton-Bivand 
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AGM 
 
Our AGM will take place in November, date yet to be fixed. Should you have any 
questions regarding the Eardisland Twinning Association or wish to join, please 
feel free to contact me. 

Albert Sheffield 
 

DOG MESS - AGAIN 
 
I have been contacted by the Parish Clerk to ask residents, yet again, to dispose of 
the mess left by their dogs in a proper and considerate way. Please bag it cleanly 
and put it in a suitable bin. Leaving traces on the lid of the bin is inconsiderate and 
leads, understandably, to the refuse collectors refusing to empty the bin. 

Ed. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 
I would like to express a thanks in 
the magazine to Pat Roche and Pat 
Smith, who, very kindly, give Milly 
Gardner née Weir two magazines 
each time to send to myself and my 
sister. They have done this for years 

and we so much appreciate their 
kindness, and also Milly too. 

We have lived away from 
home a long time but our hearts are 
there,and to keep up with what is 
happening in the village is lovely. 

 
Peggy Olausen née Watkins (from New Zealand) 

 
WHITE SWAN 
 
Tim and Douglas tell me that they 
are very grateful for all the support 
they have received since taking over 
the White Swan. Those of us who 

have had the pleasure of a visit will 
know they are making real efforts to 
establish a well-run local with a 
warm and friendly atmosphere. 

Chris Bivand
 
COMMUNITY LED ACTION PLAN 
 
You will see from the insert in the magazine that we are holding an event for the 
whole Parish on Friday, 23

rd
 September and Saturday, 24

th
 September. 

 
If you would like to come to help during that time you will be very welcome. Ring 
Annie  388603 or Greta  388110 .  
 



RIVERSIDE OPEN GARDENS – BANK HOLIDAY SUNDAY 
 
Very many thanks to all of you who supported the Riverside Open Gardens, 
particularly those who were kind enough to open their gardens – Lottie and 
Christopher, Ruth and Chris, Mark and James, and John and Dot. Also a big thank 
you to all who provided cakes for the teas and especially to Serena and Mavis who 
worked so hard on the day serving them. I had super comments at the ticket gate 
about both the quality of the gardens and the deliciousness of the teas. We had 
over 124 visitors to the gardens and raised more than £700, after costs, for the 
general church fund that goes towards items such as our Parish Share and utilities. 
Thank you all.  

Beryl Hoda 
 
HARVEST FESTIVAL AT ST. MARY’S 
 
This year our Harvest Festival will take place at the usual morning service time of 
9.30 am on Sunday 16

th
 October, after which we will be serving coffee and cakes 

in the village hall. In previous years we have held a separate Harvest Thanksgiving 
Service in the evening followed by a full Harvest Supper but this year, due to the 
fact that we are still uncertain as to when the church will fully re-open, it has  
been decided to have a low-key celebration. We will, of course, be having a re-
dedication service when the current works are finished. 
As in previous years the collection at the service will be for Farm Africa. 
 

Alister Hoda 
EARDISLAND VILLAGE SHOW 2011 
 
Megan Lloyd Trophy ( single yellow rose)  Pat Roche 
Cookery      Shelley Connop 
Wine      Pat Roche 
Floral Art     Mavis Tantrum 
Handicraft     Esther Simpson 
Horticulture      Annie Mitchell 
Photography     Graham Simpson 
Art      Kathleen Freeman 
Creative Writing        Kathleen Freeman, Graham Simpson & Peter Dedman 
Children (under 11)    Lily Connop 
Children (under 5)    Millie Dyer 
  
Overall Show Winner (most number of points)          Esther Simpson 
This is retained for the 7

th
 year in succession. Well done Esther! 
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The Eardisland Show Committee wish to thank all those who helped, contributed, 
visited or supported the show in any way this year. You showed your support  
most generously. 
Well done to all the trophy winners and we trust that it spurs you all on to greater 
participation in 2012. 
                                                      Mavis Tantrum (Eardisland Village Show Secretary) 
 
TALLEST SUNFLOWER COMPETITION - RESULTS 
 
ADULTS (ALL OF WHOM WERE HANDSOMELY BEATEN BY THE CHILDREN) 
 
1

st
  9’ 11” Phil Milchard  

2
nd

 9’ 1” Barbara Pilcher 
3

rd
 8’ 2” Bryony Burn  

 
CHILDREN 
 

1
st

 11’ 9” Bethen Carter pictured 
2

nd
 11’ 5” Ben Carter pictured 

3
rd

 10’ 11”  Etienne Woodcock  
 
Prizes were awarded at the Village show. 

Well done to all who participated, and it 
seems that plant growing is in the very good, and 
green, hands of our younger generation. 

Thanks go to Pete Dedman,Hannah Vernon 
and Patricia Gill for undertaking the tall task of 
measuring the entrants’ sunflowers. 

 
EARDISLAND IN BLOOM (INCORPORATING THE E TEAM) 
 
The Heart of England in Bloom judging duly took place on Tuesday 26

th
 July on a 

lovely sunny day. All our, and other parishioners’, contributions to the process 
went very well and the judges seemed to be impressed with the village’s entry for 
2011.  Whether we repeat the achievement of 2010, when we gained a Gold 
award, will be announced on September 15

th
. 

Thanks to everyone who made a contribution to the collective efforts to 
make the day, and Eardisland, a success. 
 
Litter Pick:   
Three days prior to the judging a dozen volunteers, including mums, dads and 
their children, gathered outside the dovecote for a litter pick. Ben Woodcock had 



 15 

earlier collected black sacks, litter grabbers and protective gloves from 
Herefordshire Council. 

After a few minutes of practice with the grabbers, we set off in different 
directions to ensure the village was litter free. Most were back within an hour or 
two, but Ben, who paired up with Pete Dedman, was nowhere to be seen.  It was 
over three hours later that Pete, an exhausted Pete, returned from his trek down 
Burton Lane, complaining about the pace Ben had set. Indeed Ben was still out on 
the street and by the end of the day had collected all of the tins and bottles from 
the Burton Lane ditches right to its junction with the A44. 

Not one to be beaten by any task, Ben was up bright and early on Sunday 
morning and continued his crusade, collecting more rubbish along the A44 stretch 
from Burton Lane to Legion’s Cross. A superhuman effort and well worthy of a 
special mention. 

Our thanks go to all of those who volunteered on the day, no names but 
we know who you are. 

 
Proposed Children’s Allotment: 
This new idea is to give local children a real opportunity to learn to be able to 
grow some of  their own food, and to become more aware of everything that 
stems from this. 

Nikki Giles, the owner of Oak View Allotments (close to the junction with 
Burton Lane), has kindly agreed to reserve the last allotment plot for this 
proposed use. The E Team/E ‘In Bloom’ will sponsor the project by paying the 
annual rent on the allotment out of its In Bloom winnings. 

To participate, children must be aged under 16 years before 1
st

 
September 2012 and will need to be accompanied by a parent or guardian at all 
times whilst at the allotment. 

At this early stage we are seeking to identify how many children, and 
their parents/guardians, are interested in the idea. Obviously, the responsible 
adult(s) will need to give their support to any applicant and it is they who we ask  
to phone Phil Milchard to notify us of their interest.  

The proposal is to establish a responsible project that will not affect other 
plot holders or cause problems in any way.  Standards of behaviour whilst on site 
will have to be agreed and adhered to. 

Phil can be contacted on 388097. Our thanks go to Nikki for agreeing to 
support this unique venture. 

Reminder 

The E Team usually meets every Thursday morning, close to the shop area, from 
spring through to autumn to carry out weekly tasks. Our numbers have not grown 
significantly over the last year or two and recently we have temporarily lost the 
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services of two members.  If you are able to spare a little time you would be very 
welcome: contact via Derek Wareham.  
 

Derek Wareham,  Chris Watson and Phil Milchard 
For and on behalf of Eardisland In Bloom and the E Team: August 2011 

 

KINGSLAND AND EARDISLAND FRIENDS OF ST MICHAEL’S HOSPICE  
 
Our funds this year have been increased by the donations from Kingsland Open 
Gardens which made £853.80, plus £1,000 from a family anniversary celebration, 
where donations were given in lieu of presents.  

Our coffee morning at the Tea Rooms was postponed as it fell on the 
same morning as Leslie Evans’ funeral.  We hope to hold it in Spring 2012 instead. 

Therefore, our next “Hospice Event” will be our pre-Christmas Coffee 
morning at Willow Cottage, Kingsland on Tuesday 15

th
 November from 10.00am to 

12.00 noon, when the usual home made Christmas fare will be on sale, as well as 
other presents and cards. We do hope that some of you will be able to join us, to 
buy a few gifts and enjoy meeting up with friends. 

 
Dorothy Brown 388389, Beryl Hoda 388131 and Annie Mitchell 388605 

 
PARISH FOOTPATH OFFICERS’ UPDATE: AUGUST 2011 
 
Outstanding works to improve the footpaths that we currently know about: 
a. the stile at the village road end of ED7, is a potential safety hazard, and 

really should be replaced with a kissing gate; 
b. the gate at the beginning of KL 21 needs replacing with a new 

gate/kissing gate – to be negotiated with the landowner; 
c. minor repair works on ED2/3. 
 

Please note that at any time it would be very helpful if parishioners would 
inform us, via Derek, if you know of any problems on the footpath network that 
could be a cause for concern and need attention. This is especially so at a time 
when we have not been walking the paths lately, for various reasons. 
 
Other Matters 
Herefordshire Council has recently informed us that footpath ED 1B running 
around Home Farm, is now walkable.  

As many will know, Derek is temporarily out of physical action, and likely 
to be so until into autumn whilst recuperating from a second operation. Our 
service to the community is therefore less than it might otherwise be. Let’s hope 
Derek gets well soon!    

Derek Wareham and Chris Watson 
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Eardisland 

Village Band 

 

IT’S THAT TIME OF YEAR AGAIN! 
 

An Evening of Entertainment 
with 

EARDISLAND VILLAGE BAND AND FRIENDS 
 

Saturday 12th November 2011 
Eardisland Village Hall at 7.30pm 

Cabaret Seating 
Bar - Wine, Bottled Beers, Soft Drinks 

 
Tickets £5.00, under 13s free 

Tickets from Eardisland Community Shop and 
caroline@orchardcottages.plus.com 
(01544 388868) or any band member 

Visit www.eardisland.org.uk and watch 
the Village Noticeboard for further details 

 
 

  

mailto:caroline@orchardcottages.plus.com
http://www.eardisland.org.uk/
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EARDISLAND COMMUNITY SHOP 
 
The shop continues to flourish.  

There is a lot of interest now in community projects as TV programmes 
such as “Village SOS” highlight what is and can be achieved when a determined 
group of villagers set out to keep village enterprises going. 

We get lots of positive comments from visitors old and new. Many who 
have visited our village in the past and remember the Dovecote as it was are 
astounded and delighted at what has now been created on the ground floor. The 
fact that we are 100% staffed by volunteers draws many plaudits. 

We will be holding a ‘get together’ for volunteers on Saturday 22nd 
October, please make a note in your diary. Further details will be published when 
finalised in a volunteer’s newsletter. We hope to be able to show you some Xmas 
products and plans and share some ideas. 

As always we welcome new volunteers! 
Albert Sheffield 

Eardisland Community Shop Association 
 01544 388984 

 
VOTED BEST JOKES AT THE EDINBURGH FESTIVAL
 
1) Nick Helm: "I needed a password eight characters long so I picked Snow White 
and the Seven Dwarves." 
2) Tim Vine: "Crime in multi-storey car parks. That is wrong on so many different 
levels." 
3) Hannibal Buress: "People say 'I'm taking it one day at a time'. You know what? 
So is everybody. That's how time works." 
4) Tim Key: "Drive-Thru McDonalds was more expensive than I thought... once 
you've hired the car..." 
5) Matt Kirshen: "I was playing chess with my friend and he said, 'Let's make this 
interesting'. So we stopped playing chess." 
6) Sarah Millican: "My mother told me, you don't have to put anything in your 
mouth you don't want to. Then she made me eat broccoli, which felt like double 
standards." 
7) Alan Sharp: "I was in a band which we called The Prevention, because we hoped 
people would say we were better than The Cure." 
8) Mark Watson: "Someone asked me recently - what would I rather give up, food 
or sex. Neither! I'm not falling for that one again, wife." 
9) Andrew Lawrence: "I admire these phone hackers. I think they have a lot of 
patience. I can't even be bothered to check my OWN voicemails." 
10) DeAnne Smith: "My friend died doing what he loved ... Heroin." 
 
The Editor thinks 2 is the best! 
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NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 
 
Speed Restriction Enforcement in Eardisland 
Eardisland is still a PACT priority for speed enforcement and the campaign 
continues. It is anticipated that the issue will be discussed and reviewed at the 
September meeting of the Parish Council. 
 
Kington Rural Police Team 
It was a shock to learn that PC Jo Ellis, our local police representative, had a 
serious fall down a set of stairs, which resulted in her being off work for over five 
weeks. It is good to report that she is back at work but on restricted duty and 
continues to receive ongoing physiotherapy and rehabilitation and we look 
forward to seeing her return around the village. As a result the Kington Rural 
Police Team has been overstretched during this summer and the NW Team wish 
to record their gratitude to CSO Dick Allford for his continued support and 
vigilance around the parish. 
 

Seasonal Crime Trends 
 

1. Thefts in Eardisland ! 

 A blue timber grab valued at £750 was stolen from David 
Blatchford’s timber yard on Broome Lane in mid-August. The timber 
grab had been unhitched from the back of a Ford major tractor and 
would have been extremely heavy to move, but there were no signs 
of vehicle tracks at the scene. 

 A stone antique trough was stolen from the garden of Riverside 
Cottage some time after the village ‘Open Gardens’ in late June. The 
trough measured 3 feet x 2 feet and had been housed under an 
antique water pump in the garden. The trough would have been 
very heavy and the thieves would have had to transport it up steps 
and onto the bridge prior to loading it on to a vehicle. Enquiries are 
ongoing. 

 
2. Tax Refund Notification Scam 

It is reported that people have been receiving emails purporting to be 
from HM Revenue & Customs informing the recipient that they are 
entitled to a tax refund which is still pending. The scam could read as 
follows: 
‘Due to an invalid account record we were unable to credit your account 
with £980.00. Please submit a verified tax refund request along with 
your current account details. 



 20 

Click on the ‘Refund Me Now’ link below and follow the on-screen steps 
in order to have us process your request.’ 

 
New E-Safety Bulletin Service from West Mercia Police 
To parents and carers, please help West Mercia Police by signing up to this service 
and passing this message on to other parents and carers. With the increasing use 
of the internet by our children, criminals are constantly finding new ways to 
expose them to danger and with your help West Mercia Police can make a 
difference. 
The NEW e-safety bulletin service should help make it easy for busy parents to 
keep up-to-date with the latest e-safety information from a trusted source. 
Information that is easy to understand, easy to receive, and easy to action. 
This initiative will also continue to provide timely safety updates via email. All you 
have to do is visit the following website to sign up: 
www.westmerciabulletin.org.uk. When you sign up you will be able to download a 
handy e-safety guide which you can share with your children, family, and friends. 
 
Fly Tipping 
At some point we’ve all seen a mattress, fridge or shopping trolley dumped on the 
side of the road. Although most would see this as inconsiderate and unsightly, 
some don’t give it a second thought. 

In order to tackle fly tipping, Herefordshire Council's Community 
Protection Team, Safer Herefordshire and Amey are working together to promote 
the Think! No Licence - No Waste campaign across the county. The initiative was 
launched in High Town, Hereford on 3rd September and aims to inform people 
that it's not only illegal to dispose of rubbish irresponsibly but also to allow it to be 
removed by an unlicensed trader. 

The Community Protection Team Leader recently commented: "Fly 
tipping is the illegal disposal of controlled waste and we are able to take 
enforcement action against any householder or business that doesn't correctly 
dispose of their waste or ensure that it's collected by a Registered Waste Carrier. 
For those caught fly tipping, it can mean a formal caution, vehicle seizure or even 
prosecution in a court of law. Since April 2009, we have had 42 successful 
prosecutions for fly tipping in Herefordshire". 
If residents discover fly tipping they're urged to remember the 3 Rs….Refrain, 
Record and Report. 
 
Open Day at Hereford Police and Fire Stations 
There will be Open Days on Saturday, 17

th
 September (11.00am – 3.00pm) at both 

Hereford Fire Station on St Owen Street, and Hereford Police Station on Bath 
Street. Both services have planned a series of free activities at these venues and 
all are welcome! 

Keith Mitchell (Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator) 

http://www.westmerciabulletin.org.uk/
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RECTOR’S LETTER 
 
The summer months have held disturbing headlines. The media has been full of 
the phone-hacking scandals and the awful riots which were so costly in terms of 
ruined and damaged lives and properties. We in quiet Herefordshire may feel that 

we have escaped them, but the ripples of these events 
reach out into all levels of society, and challenges some of 
our core beliefs.  

The phone-hacking scandal has brought about the 
demise of “The News of the World”, and threatens many 
careers. Commentators are discussing the activities of 
journalists, and investigations have been launched. For me 
one of the most insightful comments was the observation 
that when the accusations of phone hacking was about 
celebrities and politicians it wasn’t regarded as being that 
serious. As soon as it touched on the personal and private 
grief of ordinary people thrust into a living nightmare the 

public mood rapidly shifted to real and righteous anger. Shortly afterwards, a 
paper closed, a media empire was rocked and the world feels slightly different. 

However, I can’t help but wonder at some of this. “The News of the 
World” was the biggest selling paper in this country. Its reputation was built on its 
ability to find the scoops we would be interested in – the lives of celebrities and 
politicians, and clergy too! And, of course, the more scandalous, the more papers 
would be sold. In the cut-throat business of selling news, it is easy to see how 
pressure to get that scoop leads to more and more risky behaviour, poor 
judgement, and finally outrageous acts of betrayal of ordinary people, as we have 
seen. Yet it is our fascination that has led to this. And if we are honest, how often 
do we pry, and then gossip, spreading private truths, half-truths and even 
complete fabrications … without considering the consequences to those we are 
talking about. Other than scale, what is the real difference? (I have certainly 
experienced hearing several contradictory and unpleasant versions of the same 
event.)  

There is an old story which speaks of “the three sieves”, about sharing 
“gossip”– Is it true? Is it good? Is it necessary? If we remember these, what we 
pass on, and what we say will be much more considerate of others, and the lives 
of individuals made happier, for gossip and rumours can destroy in days what 
lifetimes have been spent building.    

Then there have been the riots around the country. They have caused 
more than the damage to lives, buildings and theft of property. The international 
community watched and made comments. Politicians have made politics out of it, 
even when trying to show solidarity against the rioters. Social commentators have 
tried to understand why. Lives have been lost and ruined. Many of the rioters are 
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now discovering their lives have also been ruined by an “act of momentary 
madness”, if some of them are to be believed.  

But what is really going on? Is it just a matter of anger over poverty and 
hopelessness as some claim? I suspect that the reality is much more complicated, 
with many factors involved to varying degrees. However, many commentators 
have noted that society is becoming more feral – self-centered and looking for 
instant gratification – and less considerate. A number of people quietly despair. 

There is much to hope for though. History teaches us that societies 
change all the time, and swing from good to bad and back again. The gospel and 
good news of Jesus remains inspiring to bring out the best in individuals and 
society if heard. It shows the amazing value of each person – teaching respect and 
consideration. It challenges us to become the best we can be, for ourselves and 
for others. It promises us help and strength to achieve wonderful things. It shows 
us love will conquer and love never ends. We can even become the lights to throw 
back the darkness. And God will always be there for us. This is the true revolution, 
and worth standing up for.    

By the time you read this let us hope and pray that the present peace on 
the street has continued, and that real peace is being worked towards, through 
the Prince of Peace, Jesus who died and rose to new life to bring us that peace and 
wholeness. 

May you find great delight as you discover and share your true gifts with 
one another in our community.  

Rob 
 
EARDISLAND CHURCH RESTORATION PROJECT 
 
Much has happened in the last few 
months concerning the restoration 
project, and no doubt there have 
been many different versions 
circulating about what is happening 
and about what has been found in 
the church!  Parishioners may be 
aware that the repairs have taken 
longer than was originally 
anticipated, but there is good news. 
The repairs to the bell tower roof, 
porch roof and the exterior of the 
nave roof have been completed and 
they all look wonderful. The French 
drains have been laid so that in 
future the possibility of damp is 
greatly lessened, and the guttering 

has been replaced. Internally the 
nave walls have been plastered and 
will eventually be lime washed to a 
warmer and more welcoming tone, 
which together with a new heating 
system will provide a much more 
comfortable environment for 
parishioners.   

The original plan was to 
remove the pews and some of the 
floor plinths to allow scaffolding to 
be erected internally so that the 
interior of the nave roof could be 
repaired.  However, when the pews 
were removed they were found to 
be standing on broken plinths and in 
a bad state of repair. The only 
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alternative was to lay a new floor. In 
preparing the floor area to provide a 
sound and level surface it was 
discovered that there are a 
substantial number of tombs 
underneath and possibly also a 
crypt. The date of these precedes 
the Victorian restorations and may 
even go back as far as the Saxon 
period. The cost of excavating this 
would be considerably beyond the 
means of the church or Appeal funds 
– it could be tens of thousands for 
the archaeology alone- and would 
then depend on what was 
discovered as a result. The advice of 
the architect and archaeologist is to 
protect these tombs by laying 
concrete and a stone floor. The PCC 
has therefore accepted this advice 
and the work on the floor is 
underway. This will eventually 
provide us with a large space 
allowing more flexibility for both 
ecclesiastical and secular use – an 
exciting prospect for the future of 
the church. 
Unfortunately the grants obtained 
to fund the repairs do not cover the 
new stone floor as this is not 
deemed a repair but is an alteration, 
so that all the funding for this has 
had to be found by the Appeal;  
therefore, the costs of this work 
have been considerably more than 
was originally envisaged.  

New chairs have been 
chosen by the PCC which will 
provide the flexibility referred to, as 
well as being comfortable and 
attractive, and once the work is 
finished, we look forward to 
installing these. 

All of this will open up our 
lovely church to both visitors and 
the parish - and we will hopefully be 
able to view much more clearly our 
artefacts and interior. We look 
forward to the completion of the 
project with a re-dedication and a 
celebration of our repaired parish 
church, open to all. Meanwhile we 
are grateful for the forbearance of 
the parish and the support we have 
received from so many. 
And despite all the current 
upheavals life in the village church 
has continued with all our regular 
services still being held, albeit in a 
rather cosier space. At the same 
time it is amazing to note that we 
still have the annual swallows in the 
porch and permanent bats in the 
belfry! The roofs of both the bell 
tower and the south porch have 
been completely renewed this year 
but both bat and swallow families 
have carried on seemingly 
unperturbed by the upheavals. The 
ecologist (or official batman) 
monitored the reaction of our bats 
and provided a certificate of well-
being for the colony at the end of 
the tower roof work. In the porch 
the swallows have raised not one 
but two thriving families this 
summer. It is wonderful to note this 
lack of disruption to church wildlife 
residents and how resilient they can 
be to potentially difficult conditions. 
   
AN ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
The previous edition of this 
magazine featured a front cover 
picture of Mike Gardner (and Shay 
who accompanies him everywhere) 
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with the freshly gilded weathervane 
which now gleams above the tower 
in the sunshine. Mike undertook this 
voluntary project on his own 
initiative and at his own expense. It 
will provide the crowning glory of 
our church repair project for many 
years to come. Thank you Mike, 
from all who value Eardisland’s 
heritage. 
 
BBQ  
August 6th saw the return of the 
BBQ at Hardwick which has become 
an annual summer fixture. In spite of 
the weather  nearly one hundred 
people enjoyed the event at 
Hardwick House thanks to the  
hospitality of the Collins family. On 
arrival we were entertained by the 
Village Band, then had a barbecue 
meal, and rounded off the evening 
with dancing and a dramatic 

firework display. This event has 
raised essential funds for the repair 
works yet again. A vote of thanks is 
due to the Collins family for their 
generosity, the Village Band, Phil for 
the dance music, and  to all the 
village families who helped to 
arrange and sponsor the event, and 
to YOU, the people who braved the 
weather and made it such a fun 
event.    
  
EVENT AT FOLLY FARM 
On the 27

th 
August Shelley and the 

Connop family organised a great 
party by the river at Folly Farm.  
There was food, a bar, stalls and a 
Bouncy Castle which everyone 
enjoyed.  Many thanks to all those 
involved and to everyone who 
attended . 
 

The Church Appeal Committee 
 
P.S. FROM THE PCC! 
 
The PCC would also like to reassure those parishioners who have not quite worked 
out the formula for interpreting the current workings of the church clock (if you go 
by the strike you will be almost one hour ahead of time, but if you go by the dial 
you will be about two hours behind!) that once we are fully open the clock will be 
serviced! At present we cannot access the works for this.  
 
EARDISLAND BOWLING CLUB 
 
Well the bowls season is now drawing to a close and we wrap up for the winter on 
Sunday 18

th
 September at 2pm with our traditional end of season barbeque, which 

everyone is welcome to attend. The club has enjoyed continued success on the 
green, winning more matches than it has lost, but probably the greatest pleasure 
has come from the boom in membership, with up to 28 members regularly playing 
every Tuesday evening. The new members have blended in really well and the 
spirit within the club has never been higher.  

We continue to make slow but steady progress in our aim to improve our 
facilities and thanks to a great deal of hard work by Doug Tantrum, our 'New Build' 
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sub-committee chairman and our architect, plans for a new changing area have 
now been submitted to Herefordshire Council.  

Fund raising is never far from our thoughts and we hope before the year 
is out to have raised nearly £10,000, which in less than two years is quite an 
achievement for such a small club. 

Phil Milchard 
  
COMEDY NIGHT AT EARDISLAND VILLAGE HALL - SATURDAY 19TH NOVEMBER 
 
The bowling club has booked Andy Oakley, a top comedian, to appear here in 
Eardisland. A handful in the parish were fortunate enough  to see Andy when he 
played at Aymstrey Village Hall earlier in the year. Andy is a natural comic and had 
everyone in fits of laughter. In summer he plays the seaside theatres but has 
agreed to travel from his south Devon home to be with us. We are strictly limiting 
the number of tickets to be sold and are confident we will quickly sell out. Tickets 
are priced at £12 and include a cold plated supper. A pay bar will operate. 

To reserve tickets please contact either David Wallis on 388066 or Phil 
Milchard on 388097.  

 
A SHORT HISTORY OF EARL MORCAR 
 
The name of Earl Morcar was mentioned a number of times in the last edition of 
this magazine (No. 126 p34-35)  in the instructive article by George Alderson,  
because Morcar had an association with Eardisland.  
 
Morcar was the son of Elfgar, the Earl of Mercia. In 1064 Tostig, Earl of 
Northumbria, became increasingly tyrannical. When Edward the Confessor heard 
the news he called a meeting of his nobles. He sent Harold to put down the 
rebellion. Tostig was banished from the country and Morcar, Harold's brother-in-
law, became the new Earl of Northumbria. When William the Conqueror 
succeeded to the throne in 1066, Morcar decided to submit to William. A ‘lene’ 
described in the Domesday Book as belonging to William and formerly that of 
Morcar, was that of Eardisland. This covered 15 hides: (a hide was about 120 
acres). A lene was an area drained by the rivers Arrow and Lugg. The word 
probably refers to the flowing waters of these streams (Reeves p. 1 The Leon 
Valley). In 1067 Morcar and his brother, Edwin, Earl of Mercia, went with William 
to Normandy. The two brothers remained in his court until 1068. In June 1070 
Hereward seized the Isle of Ely. Morcar joined the insurgents but the following 
year he surrendered when attacked by William's army. Morcar was taken to 
Normandy where he was imprisoned until the death of William in September 
1087. Morcar returned to England but was immediately imprisoned by William 
Rufus. Nothing further is known about him and it is assumed he died in prison. 
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There has been a suggestion that the name Eardisland derives from ‘ Earl 
(Morcar’s) land’ 
 
For another version of the significance of Morcar, see:  
ALICE’S ADVENTURES IN WONDERLAND:  Chapter  3 
A Caucus Race and a Log Tale. 
At last the Mouse, who seemed to be a person of authority among them, called 
out "Sit down, all of you, and listen to me”! "Ahem !" said the Mouse with an 
important air. "Are you all ready? This is the driest thing I know. Silence all round, 
if you please... William the Conqueror, whose cause was favoured by the pope, 
was soon submitted to by the English, who wanted leaders, and had been of late 
much accustomed to usurpation and conquest. Edwin and Morcar, the earls of 
Mercia and Northumbria..." "Ug" said Lory with a shiver.. “I beg your pardon" said 
the Mouse.. “I proceed, Edwin and Morcar, the Earls of Mercia and 
Northumberland declared for him: even Stigand the patriotic Archbishop of 
Canterbury found it advisable...” 
"Found what?" said the duck. "Found it,” the mouse replied rather crossly. "Of 
course you know what it means?" 
" I know what 'it' means well enough, when I find a thing," said the Duck; "it's 
generally a frog or a worm. The question is, what did the Archbishop find? " The 
Mouse did not notice this question, but hurriedly went on, "found it advisable to 
go with Edgar Atheling to meet William and offer him the crown. William's 
conduct at first was moderate. But the insolence of his Normans….."  
"How are you getting on now, my dear?" it continued, turning to Alice as it spoke. 
"As wet as ever," said Alice in a melancholy tone. 
 
NB: There is a suggestion that Lewis Carroll was an occasional visitor to 
Herefordshire and Shropshire, where his brothers were vicars (in Vowchurch and 
Ludlow). It is also thought that he spent some time in Leominster where he may 
have written part of Alice Through the Looking Glass, whilst staying in the 
Bargates. Could this connection have stirred his interest in Morcar? 
 

Paul Selfe 
DATING HEDGEROWS 
 
Whilst there is some debate about the possibility of dating a hedgerow, some 
attempts to do so have been made. Ron Freethy writes in his book ‘The Making of 
the British Countryside’ (1981) that the majority of the Enclosure Acts, and there 
were over 5,000 to cover local situations, date from the Hanoverian monarchs. 
The first three Georges reigned between 1714 and 1820. The original Act dates 
from 1603 and the last, at Skipworth in Yorkshire, became law exactly 300 years 
later. Most of our hedges are therefore Georgian in origin but there are some of 
great antiquity which marked parish boundaries or had some other functional use. 
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The dimensions of many fields were originally determined by the work capacity of 
a one-man horse-ploughing team, which was about an acre a day. 

Freethy describes how Pollard, Hooper and Moore devised a system of 
dating hedges, which although not precise, he suggests that it has proved to be a 
good indication. “As a hedgerow ages, more and more species gradually become 
established in it, so the main part of the exercise is to find out how many shrub 
species there are.”  

Their method was to select a section of the hedge for investigation, which 
looks fairly typical and not too close to the edge. A distance of about 25 metres is 
marked out. The hedge is then examined from one side only and the number of 
different species of shrubs and trees of mature age are counted. Seedlings are 
ignored. The age of the hedge is then estimated by substitution in the equation: 
age of hedge = (99 multiplied by the number of species) minus 16 years 

Thus if hawthorn, oak, ash and hazel were found, the age of the hedge 
would be calculated: 99 X 4 -- 16 or 380 years.  

He accepts that the method is not absolutely reliable but by referring to 
old maps (such as the Tithe Map, 1844) some checks can be made to indicate its 
possible usefulness.  
 Dudley Stamp (Man and the Land, 1953), came up with a figure for the 
total length of our hedges in UK at that time of about 1,500,000 miles. Freethy 
notes that as a result of the proliferation of mechanised farm equipment in recent 
times there has been a considerable clearance of hedges.  Estimates have been 
made that around 5,000 miles per annum have been lost. Recording changes and 
estimating the age of those within a parish therefore becomes a valuable exercise 
for later historians. 

Paul Selfe 
 

IN YEARS GONE BY 
 
       In the last edition of this publication [No.126, July 2011] Paul Selfe, who has 
agreed that I may use his work in this way, in his Article on Family History, made 
mention that: 
“Arrow Lawn was previously known as The White House,...” 
As a change from (antidote to?) the 11

th 
Century, I have decided to submit as my 

contribution to this edition a shortened version of what I wrote some time ago 
about Arrow Lawn. 
 
       The Royal Commission on Historic Monuments of 1934 said of Arrow Lawn: 
Arrow Lawn,.......is modern except for the W. range, formerly of two storeys but 
with upper floor removed. The Commission was set up to record Historic 
Monuments ... from the earliest time to the year 1714. It can therefore be taken 
that the present building was erected after 1714. The date of the W.range is 
covered by the heading to that part of the main text for Eardisland: Monuments 



 28 

(7-52) The following monuments, unless otherwise described, are of the 17
th

 
century and of two storeys, timber-framed, and with tile or slate-covered roofs. 
Most of the buildings have exposed external timber-framing and internal ceiling-
beams. Condition – Good or fairly good, unless noted. 
       In his “Record Book” the Reverend Birley, who was Vicar of Eardisland from 
1917 to 1938, wrote: In the un-restored church there were three pews held by 
Faculty.......3.New House (now named ‘Arrow Lawn’).Faculty dated 25

th
April 1814. 

Pew No.4. By un-restored he was referring to the church before the major work 
carried out in 1864-1865. 
       Ten years before that Faculty, in 1804, there is record that James Fencott New 
House served as Overseer of the Poor and Churchwarden. 
       In the light of these two references dated 1804 and 1814 it is rather surprising 
to find the house described as: newly erected in 1825. This was in a Notice 
regarding a  Sale by Auction...At the Bull Inn, in Eardisland, on Saturday, the 8

th
 day 

of October, 1825, Between the hours of One and Five in the Afternoon... Lot.1 at 
the beginning of the auction was: All that newly-erected Brick-built Dwelling-
House, called ‘The New House’, with large Kitchen, 
Back-kitchen, large Parlour 17 feet by 14, Dairy and Cellar, Five handsome 
Bedrooms on the first Floor, and Three large Attics...” 
       But the property was made up of considerably more than only the Dwelling-
House itself. It included: 
       “...a Tenement adjoining the Fold, large TAN-YARD, with 28 Pits or Troughs, 17 
Handlers, 3 large Limers, and one Grainer, Drying Lofts, Bark Sheds, Bark Mill, Two 
Barns, Two Stables, Cowhouse, Malthouse, Garden, Fold and Orchard, 
containing...” *one acre, three rods and twenty five perches of land in all+. 
       Another document reveals that the purchaser was Mr Stephen Haywood. 
Because of the chaotic legal circumstances which soon arose, the wording of the 
actual purchase agreement has survived. This gives a detailed list of the major 
items of the contents of the house, which, taken with the Sale Details already 
recited, creates a fascinating ‘Snapshot in Time’. For this reason I quote the 
preamble and agreement in full:

1
 

 
       Mr Stephen Haywood in Novr 1825  contracted with Mr Jas. Fencott for the 
purchase of a Copyhold Estate.......Agreement made the 16

th
 day of Novr 1825 

between Mr James Fencott of the Newhouse in the parish of Eardisland and Mr 
Stephen Haywood of the Lime in the said parish as follows. 
       Mr Fencott agrees to sell to Mr S. Haywood the Newhouse together with all 
the Barns Stables Cottage House and Buildings thereunto belonging together with 
the Garden orchard farm yard and premises thereunto belonging now in the 
occupation of Mr Fencott and Ambrose Morgan together with the following things 
in the Kitchen Buffett, Jack, great fender, Sway and Bacon Rack, Parlour Fender 
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and looking Glass, Back kitchen furnaces and Grates and Stone Sink, Cellar, Iron 
Sway and two Cob Irons. Dairy Salting Stone, Cupboard and Shelves three Grates, 
up Stairs Cyder Mill ropes and all the pumps and tools belonging to the Tan yard 
Stone pump Trough and Stone pig trough for the sum of £125. Mr Haywood agrees 
to pay the Expenses of coming in Copy according to the custom of the Courts. Mr 
Fencott agrees to put Mr Haywood in possession of the whole premises at 
Candlemas next then the whole of the purchase money to be paid if either of the 
parties fail to comply with the Agreement they agree to forfeit the sum of £100- 

(signed)  James Fencott 
Stephen Haywood 

 
So far so good. But things then started to go wrong. 
 
TO BE CONTINUED....... 

George Alderson 
 
1
 Please note that I am quoting the document verbatim. Punctuation and rules of 

grammar etc. did not really exist in those days. 
 
WEATHER REPORT 

 
There is very little to report other than that things were more 
or less normal. The rainfall for July was 45.2mm, that for 
August 41.7mm. Both these figures are a little below the 
norm. Although rainfall was lower than usual, there were 
longer than normal periods of cloud cover. Temperatures 
were, on the whole, a little lower than the expected average. 
It should be remembered that the rainfall figures refer to 

local conditions and to the Midlands generally. Most of the rest of the UK was 
wetter than usual, with flooding in several places. 

Peter Glenn 
FROM BRITISH NEWSPAPERS (1) 
 
1. Commenting on a complaint from a Mr. Arthur Purdey about a large gas 
bill, a spokesman for North West Gas said, "We agree it was rather high 
for the time of year. It's possible Mr. Purdey has been charged for the gas 
used up during the explosion that destroyed his house." (The Daily Telegraph) 
 
2. Police reveal that a woman arrested for shoplifting had a whole salami in 
her underwear. When asked why, she said it was because she was missing her 
Italian boyfriend. (The Manchester Evening News) 
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ROOTS AND FRUIT IN KINGSLAND 

A CELEBRATION OF ORCHARDS AND CHURCH 

SCHOOLS IN HEREFORDSHIRE 

ON KINGSLAND’S MILLENNIUM GREEN 

Saturday OCTOBER 8TH 2011 

10AM – 4PM (Free entry) 

Join us for a day of family entertainment including: 

 Live music (Eardisland Village Band) 

(11.00am - 11.30am.: Midday - 12.30pm.) 

 Games 

 Refreshments 

 Produce stalls 

 Fancy Dress 

 

 Juicing the ancient varieties of apple from the Millennium 

Green  

 Juicing your own apples – bring your fruit to be juiced and a 

container to take your delicious juice home in! 

        (Juicing will be from 10.30 am – 2.00 pm) 

   Participating in the apple competitions for all ages – forms 

from Kingsland School, Markham’s Garage and Kingsland Post 

Office or on-line 

In the evening have fun at the FAMILY CEILIDH and HOG ROAST.  

 

Tickets in advance £5 - 12+, £3 - 5+, under 5’s free.  

 

Further information: www.kingslandlife.com 

Funded by the National Lottery 
through the Big Lottery Fund 

 

KMGT Charity no: 1070085 

  

http://www.kingslandlife.com/
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AN APPEAL FOR HELP 
 
Aspire Living, the local charity 
helping people with learning 
disabilities, is actively looking for 
volunteers to support its work in 
Herefordshire.  There are a number 
of opportunities available for 
volunteering across the range of 
services which Aspire Living offers 
and anyone with some time to spare 
and an interest in helping people 
less fortunate than themselves is 
urged to get in touch. 

If you enjoy working on 
your computer, Aspire runs an 
Online Centre and needs more 
volunteers to give one-to-one 
computers skills training at different 
levels.  The recently launched Music 
Gym at Point 4, Venns Lane,  which 
offers a unique sensory experience 
whatever the level of disability, 
needs activity assistants to help 
provide stimulation in a fun 
environment. The Music Gym is the 
only one of its kind in the UK and is a 
ground-breaking project from Aspire 
Living. 
The Tan Brook centre in Hereford 
provides facilities for older people 
with learning disabilities and also 
needs volunteers to help with their 

activities. The Leominster and Ross 
on Wye areas both need volunteers 
to act as ‘life experience buddies’ for 
clients, helping them to access local 
facilities. 

Aspire’s Work Right scheme 
needs job coaches to teach people 
with learning disabilities who are 
accepted for work by local 
employers, how to do the job and 
stay with them until they are 
confident on their own. 

A spokesperson for Aspire 
says “Volunteers can make so much 
difference to the work we do – and 
to the lives of our clients – which 
makes it mutually rewarding.  We 
provide training and support and 
can pay reasonable expenses if 
required.  If you are interested but a 
little nervous of making a firm 
commitment, then we do offer 
‘tasters’ so you can try it out before 
you commit”. 

All voluntary positions with 
Aspire Living are subject to a CRB 
check. Anyone interested is asked to 
contact Judith Weir, on 01432 
269406, or call in at Suite, 4, Penn 
House, Broad Street, Hereford (next 
to Santander). 

 
HEREFORDSHIRE NURSING APPEAL CALL FOR LOCAL SUPPORTERS 
 
Marie Curie Cancer Care is looking 
for 100 Herefordshire Supporters to 
come forward and donate £20 as 
part of their local Herefordshire 
Nursing Appeal, enough to fund an 
hour of nursing care. 

Given the choice, most of 
us – if we had cancer or another 
illness – would want to be cared for 
at home if we were dying, close to 
family and friends and surrounded 
by things we love.  
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  Marie Curie Cancer Care 
makes that choice possible for 
patients and their families here in 
Herefordshire.  Last year, Marie 
Curie Cancer Care provided 10,552 
hours of nursing care to 114 patients 
in the county.  The nurses provide 
hands-on care to patients at home, 
right through the night along with 
vital emotional support for their 
families. 

Local Nurse Steph Bagley 
says “Everyone should have access 
to high quality end of life care when 
they need it, and in their place of 
choice.  For most people this means 
dying at home.  Every single 
donation to the appeal, big or small, 
will help nurses like me care for 
more people in Herefordshire” 

It costs £20 to fund a nurse 
for one hour.  The service is always 
completely free of charge to the 
patient and their family but we 
urgently need your support to reach 
more people. 

The Herefordshire nursing 
appeal aims to raise the £88,000 
required to fund the nursing service 
here in Herefordshire. 

If you want to learn more 
about Marie Curie Cancer Care 
please contact Richard on 0117 942 
7132.   

To make a donation please 
send a cheque made payable to 
Marie Curie Cancer Care to; 
Herefordshire Nursing Appeal, Marie 
Curie Cancer Care, 101 North Road, 
St Andrews, Bristol, BS6 5AQ. 

 
 
FROM BRITISH NEWSPAPERS (2) 
 
3. A young girl who was blown out to sea on a set of inflatable teeth 
was rescued by a man on an inflatable lobster. A coast guard spokesman 
commented, "This sort of thing is all too common". (The Times) 
 
 
4. At the height of the gale, the harbour master radioed a coast guard 
and asked him to estimate the wind speed. He replied he was sorry, but he 
didn't have a gauge. However, if it was any help, the wind had just blown his 
Land Rover off the cliff. (Aberdeen Evening Express) 
 
 
5. Mrs. Irene Graham of Thorpe Avenue , Boscombe, delighted the audience 
with her reminiscence of the German prisoner of war who was sent each week to 
do her garden. He was repatriated at the end of 1945, she recalled. "He'd 
always seemed a nice friendly chap, but when the crocuses came up in the 
middle of our lawn in February 1946, they spelt out 'Heil Hitler.'" 
(Bournemouth Evening Echo) 
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Do you want to lose weight, tone up and  
increase your fitness levels? 

 
Try Zumba, a fun workout that doesn’t  

feel like one, any age, size or fitness level.  
Don’t worry about coordination or dance  
experience, in no time you’ll be moving to  

the beat. 
 

Mondays from  September 5 
Eardisland village Hall 

10am-11am 
 

£4 per person 
Wear comfortable shoes, trainer type  

footwear is fine, also bring a drink. 
 

Tel Mandy 01544 387958  
mandys.mail@virgin.net 

 
  

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=zumba&um=1&hl=en&sa=N&biw=1440&bih=683&tbm=isch&tbnid=5eqE50KGMPoScM:&imgrefurl=http://weightlosingexercises.com/fitness-training-how-to-make-it-more-fun/&docid=jOrej6zoAMj_RM&w=425&h=425&ei=tkxGTrrHGs7dsgaygonEBw&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=193&vpy=338&dur=219&hovh=225&hovw=225&tx=154&ty=262&page=1&tbnh=158&tbnw=174&start=0&ndsp=19&ved=1t:429,r:13,s:0
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=zumba&um=1&hl=en&sa=N&biw=1440&bih=683&tbm=isch&tbnid=ZB1FVHIaMT5jbM:&imgrefurl=http://www.infobarrel.com/Zumba_Dance_Your_Way_to_Fitness&docid=5C1RBlQs_a4dqM&w=784&h=680&ei=tkxGTrrHGs7dsgaygonEBw&zoom=1&iact=rc&dur=218&page=3&tbnh=155&tbnw=179&start=38&ndsp=16&ved=1t:429,r:3,s:38&tx=108&ty=74
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=zumba&um=1&hl=en&biw=1440&bih=683&tbm=isch&tbnid=PjScJee9qyfviM:&imgrefurl=http://keepfitdance.co.uk/about-zumba/&docid=S-xNzeoQiGBlUM&w=960&h=336&ei=AlJGTsLxMY34sgbNk725CQ&zoom=1&iact=rc&dur=94&page=11&tbnh=65&tbnw=185&start=183&ndsp=18&ved=1t:429,r:9,s:183&tx=71&ty=30
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=zumba&um=1&hl=en&sa=N&biw=1152&bih=546&tbm=isch&tbnid=4fWbQaHsjUJXGM:&imgrefurl=http://fitbodyfulllife.com/category/zumba/&docid=bRqPsrxn_X-isM&w=278&h=300&ei=ER5WTrLWMpS38QP-k4C-DA&zoom=1&iact=rc&dur=390&page=2&tbnh=112&tbnw=104&start=20&ndsp=19&ved=1t:429,r:9,s:20&tx=58&ty=69
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PILATES  
 
 

AT EARDISLAND VILLAGE HALL 
 

 
 

Starting 23rd September 

Two classes every Friday 
 

10.00 am - 11.00 am 
and 

11.30 am - 12.30 pm 
 

 

Suitable for all ages and abilities 
 

Cost £5 pay as you go  

Wear loose clothing and bring a towel 
 

 
 

One-to-one sessions also offered 
 

Contact Dawn Arkell for more details and to book a place  
as numbers are limited 

 
 

Tel. 01568 615239 
 

e-mail: dawn.arkell@virgin.net 
 
 
 

 

mailto:dawn.arkell@virgin.net
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 CONTACTS 

EDITORIAL 
 

CHRIS BIVAND Arrow Bank, Eardisland, Leominster, HR6 9BT 
     01544 – 388375 
   Email:  chrisbivand@bivand.freeserve.co.uk 
 

ADVERTISING 

For all matters relating to advertising in this magazine, please contact: 

 

PATRICIA GILL 

 01544 – 320364 

Email parishads@btinternet.com 

 
DISTRIBUTION MANAGER 

 
PHIL MILCHARD 

       01544 388097 
Email pmilchard@btinternet.com 

 
This edition of the Eardisland Parish Magazine was printed by 

Leominster Community Resource Centre 

 

Published by Eardisland Parish Council.  The Parish Council Liaison Officer is James Miller 
jmiller114@btinternet.com  01544-388454.  

 Views expressed are those of individual contributors and not necessarily those of 
Eardisland Parish Council. 

The Eardisland Parish Magazine is published by Eardisland Parish Council without inserts. 
The Eardisland Parish Magazine is posted online in pdf format: 

 
Please visit: www.eardisland.org.uk 

 
Unlike the printed version, most photographs and some advertisements appear in colour. 

You may need to download Adobe Acrobat reader, which you can find on the web by using 
Google. The program is entirely free. 

 
 
 

 

Copy date for the next edition of the Eardisland Parish Magazine: 
 

FRIDAY, 11
th

 NOVEMBER 2011 
 

mailto:chrisbivand@bivand.freeserve.co.uk
mailto:parishads@btinternet.com
mailto:pmilchard@btinternet.com
mailto:jmiller114@btinternet.com
http://www.eardisland.org.uk/
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Sunday 30
th

 October 

11.00 am Benefice Communion To be confirmed 

 

Sunday 6
th

 November 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

9.30 am Family Service Kingsland 

11.00 am Holy Eucharist (BCP) Aymestrey 

11.00 am Matins Kingsland 

 

Sunday 13
th

 November – Remembrance Sunday 

9:30 am Annual Remembrance Service 

 

Sunday 20
th 

November 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

11.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) Kingsland 

3.30 pm Evening Prayer Leinthall Earles 

 

Sunday 27
th

 
 
November – Advent Sunday 

8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) Kingsland 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

11.00 am Holy Communion Kingsland 

6.30 pm Advent Carol Service Kingsland 

 

 
At this stage we do not know when the Church will be re-opened. Therefore  
Harvest this year will be kept simple – a harvest communion on Sunday 16

th
 

October. Instead we will celebrate the Church re-opening with a special event for 
the whole commnity. Details of this will be advertised when known. 
 
All are welcome at any of the Benefice Services. 
 
Please note:  
The Rector, Rob, attends Tuesday Morning Prayer 9:00am – 10:00am, in the 
Church (or Village Hall). 
 
This is followed by the Rector’s Drop-in, 10:00am – 11:30am, in the Village Hall. 
This is an opportunity for anyone to come and have a chat, or to discuss weddings, 
baptisms or any other special service. 
 
Morning Prayer is said every day at 9:00am in the Church – if possible. 
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Eardisland from a balloon - Saturday, 2
nd

 July 2011 
 


