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Left to right: Lily Connop, Shelley Connop (a), Jess Connop, Oliver Thorpe, Finley Byard, 
Etienne Woodcock, Claire Speke(a), Caroline Kugeler(a), Theo Byard, Milly Dyer, Emily 
Thorpe in arms of Jane Thorpe(a). [a=adult] 
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SERVICES AT CHURCH OF ST MARY THE VIRGIN, EARDISLAND 
 

Rector: Reverend Dr. Rob Taylor 
The Rectory, Kingsland, 

Tel: 01568 708255 
 
Churchwarden:   Mrs S Askew                                
    Tel:  01568 771881               

 
 

Sunday 25
th

 
 
March 

8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) Kingsland 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

11.00 am Holy Communion Kingsland 

6.30 pm Choral Evensong Kingsland 

 

Sunday 1
st

 April – Palm Sunday 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

9.30 am Family Service Kingsland 

11.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) Aymestrey 

11.00 am Matins Kingsland 

 

Maundy Thursday 5
th

 April 

7.30 pm Benefice Holy Communion Kingsland 

 

Good Friday 6
th

 April 

9.00 am Good Friday Service Aymestrey 

11.00 am Good Friday Service Kingsland 

12:00 – 3:00pm Open for Meditation Kingsland 

12:00 – 3:00pm Open for Meditation Eardisland 

 

Easter Sunday 8
th

 April 

8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) Kingsland 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

11:00 am Holy Communion (BCP) Aymestrey 

11.00 am Holy Communion Kingsland 

3.30 pm Holy Communion Leinthall Earles 

 

Sunday 15
th

 April   

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

11.00 am Baptism Kingsland 

6.30 pm Holy Communion (BCP) Kingsland 
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EDITORIAL 
 
There was a very real sense of shock in the village and beyond when the 
news of ‘Codger’s’ sudden and completely unexpected death spread. 
Codger was a good friend to us when we first moved to the village in 
1997, telling us about the locality and recommending contacts. His 
funeral was held on Monday 5th March at Kingsland church, and it’s 
estimated that some 400 people attended. A testament to a well-loved, 
funny and kind man. Our sympathies go to his widow, Jean, friends and 
family. I am very grateful to Ryan Jordan for providing the obituary on 
page 4, and, indeed, a very moving and apposite eulogy at the service. 
 This is another large edition of the Eardisland Parish Magazine 
and consequently I have had to leave out some articles that I had 
intended to publish. These will be included in the May edition, where 
appropriate. I hope to include ‘Who’s Who?’ and ‘Organisations’ as well. 
 Finally, if you are organising an event, please let me know well in 
advance so that the date(s) appear in the Village Diary, and please check 
that the current entries are accurate. Let me know if they aren’t. Thank 
you. 

Chris Bivand 
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OBITUARY 
 
Colin Edwin Taylor 
 
9th October 1954 – 18th February 2012 

 
Colin was born in his grandparents’ cottage 
at Lower Burton on the 9th October 1954 
and when he was only a week old his 
parents moved into 9 Green Elms, 
Eardisland, a property that Colin was to 
have a lifelong association with.  

He was a country boy through and 
through, he loved bird watching, fishing and 
indeed anything to do with the country. 
Very often during his childhood his mother 
would have to search the local fields to get 
him home for a meal or a bath before 
bedtime. He certainly was not one to stay 

indoors. This love of the country and animals was to stay with Colin 
throughout his life. 

Colin was to spend all his school years with another Eardisland 
boy, Stanley Blatchford; they started at Eardisland School on the same 
day. They formed a friendship that was to last a lifetime. The pair then 
moved on to Weobley School and they could very often be found on the 
school bus exchanging homework, mates helping each other out, as it 
should be. The night before Colin passsed away, the life-long friends had a 
couple of beers and a good old laugh together, a fitting thing for such a 
strong friendship.   

Colin was one of those people who always had a nickname, 
affectionately known as “Codger” which most people will know him as, 
this was a nickname that even Colin could not remember the origins of, 
but it stuck with him for a long time. In his younger years Colin was 
known as Baler, this was due to his skill at lifting bales up onto trailers.  

Upon leaving school Colin was taken on as an apprentice 
carpenter at Deakins of Kington. Colin was to stay with Deakins until they 
ceased trading some four years ago.  
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During his apprenticeship, Colin attended Hereford Technical 
College on day release; this was where Colin was to meet the love of his 
life, Jean. They formed a partnership that never wavered; it was a 
partnership that just found more strength as time went on. 
Colin and Jean married on the 10th March 1979, this was a day that he 
told me on more than one occasion was a day he never once regretted, it 
was the best day of his life and the best decision of his life was to ask Jean 
to marry him. Colin and Jean were more than husband and wife. I struggle 
to find the correct words to use, but if you have ever had the pleasure of 
their company you will have felt that atmosphere between them, you 
could feel the love they felt for each other, and I for one thought that was 
marvellous. 

Colin and Jean’s first home was in Leominster where they stayed 
for five years. Colin’s parents had decided to move into Leominster so 
Colin and Jean purchased 9 Green Elms from them and moved in on the 
10th March 1984 their fifth wedding anniversary. This was a home they 
were never to leave. 

Throughout his life Colin was a great sports lover. At school he 
enjoyed cricket, but it was none of the defensive play for Colin. He did not 
want to be there for ten overs and score five runs, he wanted to whack 
the ball for a four or a six every time. He was playing twenty over style 
cricket before it had even been thought of. Colin took up bowls, which he 
played for a number of years; he played to a high level and travelled 
countrywide to play matches. If Colin had not suffered problems with his 
knees he would have still been playing bowls, it really was his sporting 
love. He also had a love of horses throughout his life. He was involved in 
trotting for a number of seasons, and his love of National Hunt racing was 
with him until the end. His other sporting love was rugby, although being 
born an Englishman, he loved the Welsh team and being an Englishman 
and England supporter myself, we had plenty of banter on this subject.  
Colin was a very keen follower of the Luctonians, he missed very few 
home games and if he could make the away games he would do so, and it 
was indeed on an away trip to Preston Grasshoppers that Colin passed 
away. If there is any comfort to be taken from that tragic day, it has to be 
that Colin was surrounded by his friends doing something he loved. 

Our thoughts are of course with Jean at this terrible time, but 
with the knowledge of Colin’s love for her and the strength of her friends 
who are there to support her, she will emerge from what must be a dark 
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tunnel and she will be as strong as ever, because their love for each other 
will never die. 

Colin is survived by Jean, his mother and his two sisters, Julie and 
Kay. 

Colin was a big man, with a big heart. He lived life to the full. 
Lived for today not tomorrow, that was his way, and he will be greatly 
missed by all who knew him. I, for one, am proud to say that I know I am a 
better person for having known my old mate “Codger”. 

Ryan Jordan   
 
EARDISLAND COMMUNITY LED PLAN 
 
REMINDER – PLEASE COMPLETE AND RETURN YOUR QUESTIONNAIRE 
 
The Steering Committee have hand delivered the Community Plan 
Questionnaire to each household in the parish.  The range of featured 
topics is diverse and there is plenty of free space to add your own ideas. 

For our Community Plan to be a useful and practical document 
we need to have a high return rate. Please complete and return your 
Questionnaire by March 19th to ensure that your views are considered. 
The Steering Committee will endeavour to come to as many households 
as possible to collect the questionnaires (16th, 17th and 18th of March 
2012) so please leave yours somewhere visible. There is also a collection 
box in the Community Shop (which is emptied daily by the Chairman). 

Many of the issues may require further investment or 
investigation, but without community endorsement we will not be able to 
access support or finance to facilitate improvements or to safeguard what 
makes our parish special .  
 In this emerging era of Neighbourhood Planning and the Localism 
Bill, our community voice is more important than ever – our Parish 
Council will use this CLP as a valuable resource to understand what the 
parish needs over the next 5-10 years.  

If you experience any problems with collection/return please 
contact the Chair – Merry Albright 01544 387957,  
merryalbright@waitrose.com  
 
 THANK YOU! 
  

mailto:merryalbright@waitrose.com
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EARDISLAND VILLAGE DIARY 2012 

 

Saturday 17th March Eardisland WI Spring Coffee Morning, 
10.30am to midday, VH 

Monday 19th March Final date for return of ECLP questionnaire 

Thursday 22nd March Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Saturday 24th March Children’s Allotment - page 20 

Thursday 29th March PACT Surgery, Shop, 3.00 - 4.00pm 

Saturday 31st March ETA Afternoon Tea, VH, 2.30 - 4.30pm 

Tuesday 17th April Coffee Morning, Tea Rooms 10.00 to midday 
For St Michael’s Hospice - page 15 

Wednesday 18th April PCC AGM, Church, 7.000pm 

Thursday 26th April Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Monday 30th April Last date for Sunflower entries, page 22 

Friday 4th May Magazine Copy Date 

Wednesday 9th May Annual Parish Meeting & Annual Meeting of 
Parish Council. VH, 7.30pm 

11th - 14th May ETA French Visit to Eardisland 

Saturday 19th May Plant/Seed Swop 

Saturday 2nd June Jubilee Extravaganza at Lynch Court 

W/E 16th/17th June Eardisland Open Gardens. 

Saturday 23rd June Bee Open Day 

Thursday 28th June Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Friday 6th July Magazine Copy Date 

Wednesday 11th July H/shire Diamond Day, page 31 

Saturday 14th July Village/Church Fete at Glan Arrow 

Thursday 26th July Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Saturday 4th August Village BBQ 

26th/27th August Riverside Open Gardens 

Saturday 1st September Village Show 

Friday 7th September Magazine Copy Date 

Thursday 13th September Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Thursday 25th October Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Friday 16th November Magazine Copy Date 

Thursday 22nd November Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Saturday 1st December Eardisland WI Coffee Morning 
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EARDISLAND VILLAGE SHOW SATURDAY 1ST SEPTEMBER 2012 
 
Is there anyone who would like to join the Village Show Committee or 
would like to offer their services on Show Day for stewarding or general 
helping? Also we are issuing a plea for any surplus rosettes as their return 
keeps the costs down dramatically! (A chance to do your recycling bit!) 
 
Please contact either Dian Cope 388317 or Mavis Tantrum 387972 
 
EARDISLAND DOVECOTE TRUST 

 
As part of the on-going commitment of the Trustees to upkeep and 
preserve our historic Dovecote, several enhancements have been made. 
The walls of the foyer have been given a fresh coat of paint to smarten up 
the downstairs appearance and the temporary shelving used to display 
leaflets and business cards etc. has been removed and replaced with 
leaflet holders. The storage ‘shed’ has been replaced by a custom built 
storage box, kindly donated by Border Oak and doubling up as a seat for 
tired customers/visitors. There is now a whiteboard in place to record 
sightings of wildlife in the village and it is hoped that this will be well 
used.  

Upstairs there are new display boards and photos, linking the 
exhibitions to our village and informing visitors of its history. Exhibits 
from the History and Heritage Society are also on view. The visitors’ 
information booklet has been updated and reprinted thanks to a grant 
from Herefordshire Community Pride which has also covered the cost of 
the other improvements. 

Thanks go to all those involved including: Border Oak, 
Herefordshire Community Pride, Orphan’s Press Ltd, Paul Selfe, George 
Alderson and John Gittoes. 
 
FLOOD SEMINAR 

 
On Thursday 23rd February, Mary Dhonau, who has campaigned long and 
hard for the victims of flooding, attended Eardisland Village Hall, together 
with several members of the Environment Agency and passed on valuable 
information on how to prepare for flooding and the subsequent steps to 
be taken should you find yourself a victim. Mary, who lives in 
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Worcestershire, has twice seen her home flood and after a long and hard 
fight won the case against the local water company forcing it to take steps 
to prevent it happening a third time.  Mary later wrote a paper on ‘best 
practice’ for communities at risk of flooding which was later adopted by 
the coalition government. Until recently she was Chief Executive of the 
National Flood Forum.  

Just under fifty persons attended this event, most going away 
having learnt some useful tips. For those who were unable to be present I 
have produced below a few of the more important points: 

 Make sure you are registered to receive updates on the potential 
for flooding by registering with the Environment Agency, either 
by visiting their website or phoning 0845 988 1188. Several 
people commented, myself included, that they were not 
contacted during the latest alert, so register again to make sure. 

 We are likely to receive about a two hour warning before flooding 
occurs. This period should be used to prepare for the event by 
moving furniture to a higher level , possibly by lifting chairs and 
tables on to bricks and clearing out the bottom cupboards in the 
kitchen. Make sure you have plenty of fresh drinking water. 

 In the event of a flood you may be forced to evacuate your home. 
The average time away from home in the more serious cases is 9 
months.  

The government currently subsidises insurances companies to cover 
risks in high risk flood areas. The subsidy is due to finish next summer and 
we are told that insurance companies are likely to hike our premiums by 
up to 200%. It will then become vital to shop around for quotes but 
NEVER use an internet comparison site as if you are refused insurance by 
one company you will probably be automatically refused by all thirty or so 
with whom you are searching. Use a broker as you are likely to find the 
best deal. 

If the quote you receive is still too high you can insure excluding flood 
cover, but carefully consider the risks before doing so.  
If you are interested in receiving a copy of Mary’s ‘4-step guide to 
preparing a Household Emergency Plan’ please contact me on 388097.  
Should you require further assistance with flood insurance or have any 
questions for Mary then she is happy to be contacted on either 
07754592534 or via her email mary.dhonau@gmail.com  

mailto:mary.dhonau@gmail.com
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Finally I would like to thank Graham Simpson for coordinating this 
interesting and valuable event. 

Phil Milchard 
 

EARDISLAND CHURCH FLOWER GUILD – SPONSOR A LILY APPEAL 

 
As in previous years we are asking for your help in sponsoring a lily this 
Easter, perhaps to remember a loved one or to give thanks for a special 
occasion and we will then have a wonderful display of flowers in our 
Church for Easter Sunday. 

A donation of £5 is suggested but lesser or greater sums would be 
equally very welcome and a list will be posted in Church of the people and 
events being remembered. Any money remaining after the lilies have 
been purchased will be used by the Flower Guild towards paying for 
flowers to decorate the Church throughout the rest of the year. 
Sponsor forms will be available in the Church and from the Community 
Shop. 

Thank You, 
Wendy Priday on behalf of 

Eardisland Church Flower Guild 
WI ACTIVITY ROUND UP NEWS 

 
Our January speaker, Mrs Mair Granthier, gave us what was an incredibly 
poignant talk about her organisation’s activities on the ‘Night Shift’ at a 
Baptist Church in the centre of Hereford whose aim is to help those who 
have taken a little more libation than is good for them, and about the 
troubles that occur after the pubs and clubs are closed.  She related some 
rather sad events where quite large numbers of people of all ages had 
become either embroiled in arguments or fights on the streets of 
Hereford, but there were also some rather funny episodes – no names 
were mentioned so privacy was maintained.  Overall we all thought it was 
a good presentation and the content of her talk certainly made us aware 
of issues that probably we would prefer not to entertain – we are so lucky 
to live in such a peaceful village.     

Unfortunately the February speaker became ill so was unable to 
do his bit.  A pity not just because we were all looking forward to hearing 
his talk but we were to have a good number of visitors joining us – for 
those and other ladies please read forthcoming events below as you may 
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find something of interest.  Nevertheless we enjoyed a lively meeting 
discussing a range of topics from the usual County WI news, the Jubilee, 
different event organisers who have requested WI support which is good 
because I finally get to try out my cakes on unsuspecting Eardisland 
residents.  One subject worthy of particular note was who won the 
Hyacinth Competition – Pat Roche was a worthy winner – this is not her 
first win. In previous years Pat won the cup 6 years running, very 
impressive. Pat’s mother you may recall founded the Eardisland WI. 
Perhaps at some point Pat may grant me an interview to tell me how 
things have changed in the intervening years.   
Just a quick note to say that a visitor can attend two taster sessions each 
WI year – don’t worry we sort whether you have or have not had the 
sessions within the year. There is a small fee to cover refreshments.  If 
you do want to attend please contact a WI member – thanks.   
 
Forthcoming WI Events 
 
9 April 2012 – Speaker Janet Wall on ‘Cooking in Private Service’  
If you have ever wondered what it is really like working in such an 
environment then this is a good chance to find out. Very different from 
the cookery programmes found on pretty much all TV channels, not to 
mention the plethora of books that seem to creep into your kitchen about 
cooking for parties.   I will never ever do Fiery Chicken Wings for 40 
people again.  
 
14 May 2012 – Speaker Mrs Anne Cummings, Graphologists ‘What your 
handwriting reveals about you’  
What is Graphology – It is the evaluation of handwriting to determine 
character and attitudes.  Similar to body language and facial expressions, 
our handwriting reveals our personality, and reflects our thoughts and 
feelings as we put pen to paper. Handwriting is closely linked to impulses 
from the brain, and it is a barometer of our emotions, as well as our 
physical and mental health. It evolves as we do, matures with growth, and 
alters as a result of physical, mental or emotional change or trauma. 
Anne’s website can be found at:   annecummings@thewritetofeel.com 
 

Wendy Cross 
 

mailto:annecummings@thewritetofeel.com
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  Eardisland WI 
                                            invite you to their  

Spring Coffee Morning 
 In the Village Hall on Saturday 17 March 2012 from 

10:30am – 12:00pm 
Coffee and Home-made Biscuits £1:50  

Cakes, Bring & Buy, Raffle, Bottle & Book Stalls  
Items may be given beforehand to a member of the WI and given the 

same support as in previous years a donation will be made to: 

Macmillan Nurses Herefordshire   
We do hope you will support us and we look forward very much to seeing 

you. 
 

 
JUBILEE 

 
Plans for the celebration of the Queen's Diamond Jubilee are underway, 
and we are hoping that villagers will enjoy a variety of fun events and 
activities.  Details will be shortly posted on the website, and if you have 
any ideas, suggestions or offers of help, please contact Shelley Connop 
(388148) or Hannah Vernon (388692). 
 
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 

 
Speed Restriction Enforcement in Eardisland! 
On 13 January at about 5.30pm a car travelling through the village lost 
control on a bend and ended up colliding into a wall. Fortunately there 
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was no other vehicle or pedestrian involved in the incident and the 
shaken driver was not injured. The police were quickly on the scene as a 
result of prompt action by residents and members of the NW team.  
Somewhat ironically on the same day and again on 1 February CSO Dick 
Allford carried out a speed enforcement exercise, with laser gun in the 
central area of the village. On each occasion out of 25 cars travelling 
through the village, one vehicle was significantly over the speed limit and 
in both cases the driver was severely cautioned. 
 
Partners and Communities Together (PACT) in Eardisland 
PACT surgeries offer an opportunity for police to meet local residents in 
an informal way so that concerns and information can be exchanged and 
local priorities established.  As a result of the continued success of the 
PACT surgeries in the village, the next planned surgeries will be held from 
3.00-4.00pm at the Village Shop on 1 March and again on 29 March. If 
you have any individual concerns please share them with the local police 
team at this time. 
 
Seasonal Crime Trends 

1. Theft in Eardisland ! 
Between 27/28 January offenders have entered the rear garden of a 
house in the village and stolen a copper water bowl garden feature. 
The water feature, valued at £600, is 2.5 feet high, circular in shape 
and 2 foot diameter.  
2. Reported Burglary and Criminal Damage 
There have been a number of such crimes reported in villages near to 
Eardisland. They include: 

 Persons unknown have approached a farm at Lyonshall, 
entered an unlocked shed, and removed eight Brook electric motors. 

 Persons unknown have approached a farm in Weobley, 
removed a padlock from a fuel tank, and stolen 400 litres of diesel from 
the tank. 

 Persons unknown have forced entry into a small business 
premises in Shobdon and stolen a variety of power tools. 

 A series of separate thefts from a range of motor vehicles 
in Dilwyn, Weobley, and Monkland. Please make sure your own vehicle is 
secure and do not leave valuables in your vehicle! 
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 A blue Vauxhall Astra convertible was stolen from outside 
a Weobley property and later found burnt out near Woonton. 
 
Visa Telephone Scam  This one is pretty slick since they provide YOU with 
all the information, except the one piece they want. The callers do not ask 
for your card number; they already have it. This information is worth 
reading as you'll be better prepared to protect yourself.  

The scam works like this: Person calling says, "I'm calling from 
Visa Security and Fraud Department and my badge number is 12460. Your 
card has been flagged for an unusual purchase pattern, and I'm calling to 
verify. This is on your VISA card which was issued by (name of bank) and 
did you purchase an Anti-Telemarketing Device for £497.99 from a 
Marketing company based in London?" When you say "No", the caller 
continues with, "Then we will be issuing a credit to your account. This is a 
company we have been watching and the charges range from £297 to 
£497, just under the £500 purchase pattern that flags most cards. Before 
your next statement, the credit will be sent to (gives you your address), is 
that correct?" You say "yes". The caller continues - "I will be starting a 
fraud investigation. If you have any questions, you should call the 0800 
number listed on the back of your card (0800-VISA) and ask for Security. 
You will need to refer to this Control Number. The caller then gives you a 
6 digit number. 
Here's the IMPORTANT part on how the scam works the caller then says, 
"I need to verify you are in possession of your card." He'll ask you to "turn 
your card over and ask you to read the 3 digit security numbers to him. 
After you tell the caller the 3 numbers, he'll say, "That is correct, I just 
needed to verify that the card has not been lost or stolen, and that you 
still have your card. Do you have any other questions?" After you say, 
"No," the caller then thanks you and states, "Don't hesitate to call back if 
you do", and hangs up. You actually say very little, and they never ask for 
or tell you the card number. 

In this real instance the people concerned called back within 20 
minutes to ask a question. The genuine VISA Security Department told 
them that it was a scam and in the last 15 minutes a new purchase of 
£497.99 had been charged to the card. As a result a fraud report was 
written, the VISA account closed, with VISA reissuing a new number. 
What the scammers want is the 3-digit security number on the back of 
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the card. Don't give it to them but tell them you'll call VISA or MasterCard 
directly for verification of their conversation. If you give the scammers 
your 3 Digit PIN Number, you think you're receiving a credit. However, by 
the time you get your statement you'll see charges for purchases you 
didn't make, and by then it's too late and/or more difficult to actually file 
a fraud report. 

Keith Mitchell (Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator) 
 

KINGSLAND AND EARDISLAND FRIENDS OF ST MICHAEL’S HOSPICE  

 
Last year we raised a total of £6,500 which is slightly less than the 
previous year, but this probably reflects the fact that we did not have a 
coffee morning at the Tea Rooms. 

Our soup and pancake lunch at the Luctonians on 21st February 
raised £1,030, which is a very good start to our new fund-raising year. We 
follow this with our coffee morning on Tuesday 17th April from 10.00am 
to 12.00 noon at the Tea Rooms in Eardisland, courtesy of Barry and 
Kathleen Freeman, and hope that this will be a lovely spring day on which 
to enjoy a coffee with friends while raising some money. There will be a 
hospice goods stall and cakes and plants for sale.  We hope to see you 
there and many thanks to all our supporters.   

Dorothy Brown 388389 
Annie Mitchell 388605 

Beryl Hoda 388131 
EARDISLAND IN BLOOM 

 
The second Annual General Meeting was held on Monday 27th February in 
the White Swan P.H. with Derek Wareham sadly deciding to stand down 
as Chairman due to ill health. Derek ran the Eardisland In Bloom activities 
virtually single handed for many years and it was quite remarkable that 
he was able to achieve a silver award on so many occasions. Derek will be 
back to aid our efforts in the weeks and months to come but in 
recognition of his worthy achievements he has now become our Life 
President.  

We would like to take this opportunity to thank Mr Bert Priday 
and Dr Alister Hoda, who both run excellent self catering accommodation 
in the village, and Connops Ltd for making generous financial donations 
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towards our In Bloom activities. Also to the Community Shop for agreeing 
to sponsor the raised beds outside the shop throughout the year. 

During the early part of April we expect to take delivery of several 
oak planters, very generously made and donated by Border Oak. The 
exact locations where they will be sited is still up for discussion, although 
it is expected at least one will be placed at the eastern  approach to the 
village, with some others outside the village hall. Sadly their security is 
very much in our minds and we will be making every effort to ensure they 
are as theft proof as we can, but there can be no guarantees. We would 
appeal to everyone to keep an eye out for anyone tampering with them, 
particularly during the hours of darkness and alert the police via 999 
should you see a theft in the process.  

Ben Woodcock reports elsewhere on the successful opening day 
at the Children’s Allotment and we would like to echo his words. Paying 
out a years rent on the plot was seen as something of a gamble for In 
Bloom when we took on the project last autumn, but to see a dozen or so 
enthusiastic children turn up with their mums on the tree planting day 
made it all worthwhile.  

Can we please remind everyone that we are holding our first 
PLANT & SEED SWOP in the village hall on Saturday 19th May between 
10am – 12pm. We are still looking for those green fingered growers to 
come forward and swop excess plants for another variety or even sell 
them, although we have had interest shown by several parties. Everyone 
is very welcome to attend and join us for a chat and enjoy a cup of tea or 
coffee and cake. Entry is free to all and any profits raised will be donated 
to charity.  

Following last year’s successful LITTER PICKS we have decided to 
hold another on Saturday 24th March @ 10am, meeting outside the 
community shop in suitable clothing. This will clash with the next planned 
event at the Children’s Allotment so we will need extra help to clear all 
the discarded rubbish which litters our hedgerows and grass verges. 
AMEY will provide the kit we require including reflective jackets, gloves, 
pickers and black sacks, we just need to find the volunteers! 

Finally, the E Team are once again out and about each Thursday 
morning from about 10am, weeding, digging, planting or staining. If you 
are able to spare some time to join us then you will be very welcome as 
our goal is to win a third consecutive gold award and for that we need all 
the help we can get! If you want to know about us and what we do then 
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please join us at our next meeting to be held on Monday 26th March @ 
7.30pm in the Cross Inn P.H. 

Phil Milchard, Chris Watson, Eric Pilcher 
 

 
DILWYN CEDAR HALL 

 
SATURDAY, 24TH MARCH 7.30PM 

 
A CONCERT BY  ‘GREY WOLF’ SUPPORTED BY BANDANGLE 

 
AN EVENING OF AMERICAN OLD TIME COUNTRY MUSIC - A 
COMBINATION OF LIVELY SONGS AND TOE-TAPPING TUNES 

 
TICKETS FROM RUTH DAVIES 01568 720226 OR 

RUTHDAVIES2010@GMAIL.COM 
LICENSED BAR – CABARET SEATING 

 

 
EARDISLAND TWINNING ASSOCIATION 
 
Plans are in full swing to welcome our visitors from La Vieille Lyre who will 
arrive on Friday 11th May and stay until Monday 14th May. We are, as yet, 
uncertain about numbers, but we are encouraging the committee in La 
Vieille Lyre to aim for a group of twenty five. The very successful Burns 
Night has boosted our funds well and this will help enormously with the 
cost of entertaining during the visit. We are also planning to give our 
guests souvenir gifts commemorating the Diamond Jubilee. More details 
when we have finalised the itinerary. 

In order to give the parish a wider understanding of the Twinning 
Association, and hopefully encourage more people to become involved, 
our web site is being updated to make  information about ETA more 
accessible, including  its history, a map, contacts, photos, forthcoming 
events.  We are also in the process of rewriting a Mission Statement and 
identifying our targets for the following year which will also be included 
on our web site. 

A reminder that another date for your diary is : 

mailto:ruthdavies2010@gmail.com
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Saturday 31st March 

Afternoon Tea in The Village Hall 
2.30pm - 4.30pm 

 

 
We look forward to welcoming as many of you as possible. 
 
RECTOR’S LETTER 

 
After the time of preparation that was Lent, we move 
into April and the Easter Celebrations. We are invited 
by God to become part of the story of the 
Resurrection, as God promises we can be reborn in 
body and Spirit. We can be confident because the 
promise is based not on our efforts but on God’s 
Love for us. A love that remains committed 
regardless of our response, and seeks to rescue us, 

without at anytime taking away our freedom to choose!  
But what are we choosing? So often the Christian Lifestyle is described in 
terms of what isn’t allowed, and the rules that we must keep. This seems 
to limit our enjoyment, our freedom to explore all that this life has to 
offer. But the Christian Life is meant to be a fulfilled and fulfilling life! So 
how can we understand the rules and limits on what we can do? In truth, 
the better picture is that the Christian Life brings true freedom, freedom 
from all that holds people down, especially the fears of rejection, of not 
being good enough, of not being wanted, and of dying. Easter shows that 
God loves us, wants us and has conquered death for us. The rules then 
are given by a loving God, and are meant as guidelines to keep us safe – 
safe from one another and safe from our own destructive tendencies. 
(Think how peaceful society would be if we kept the essentials of the 10 
Commandments, or the “Golden Rule” – do unto others what you would 
have them do to you.) This new found peace and security allows us to 
draw closer to God, the source of all that is truly good and joyful in this 
world – no wonder that Easter is celebrated for several weeks, and 
remains the focus of each week’s church service! 

 Rob 



19 
 

Advanced Notice 
 
The Annual Parochial Meeting and elections to the Office of 
Churchwardens and PCC will be held 7:00pm Wednesday April 18th in the 
Church. Are you interested in helping to serve and shape the Church for 
the future? If you are please consider standing as we look to move 
forward after the completion of the refurbishment of the Church. We are 
looking for two Churchwardens, Treasurer and Secretary in particular. 
 
Please come and help us look to the future. 
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EARDISLAND CHILDREN'S ALLOTMENT TREE PLANTING 

 
On Saturday 25th February, twelve enthusiastic children armed with 
spades, wellies and watering cans tackled the job of planting the 
inaugural trees at the Eardisland Children's Allotment. 
The sun shone, holes were dug, worms were found, compost was mixed, 
trees were held upright, holes were filled, water was splashed, mud was 
sat in, juice was drunk and biscuits were eaten. 

Four fruit trees were collectively planted, in rough accord with 
the overall allotment plan, including a Red Windsor Apple tree, dedicated 
to the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. The variety Red Windsor was chosen, 
because it is a local, cox like variety, originating in Herefordshire in 1985; 
it is ready mid-season; is frost hardy and self fertile. The other trees 
planted were, Cambridge Gage, Conference Pear and Red Jade, a weeping 
crab apple for children to hide under. 

Thanks for the help given by parents and members of the E-team, 
some of whom funded the cost of the trees. 

The next session at the allotment will be at 10am on Saturday 24th 
March, when we will be planting seeds, both in the ground and for 
germinating at home. Please bring a trowel and a few empty seed trays if 
you have them, we'll provide the vegetable and flower seeds. 
 
Request for Gardening Equipment 
 
Now that we've started work on the allotment we were wondering if any 
of the following was lying unused in parish gardens: 
 

Flower pots 
Seed trays 
Paving slabs 
Rabbit wire 
Fence posts 
Garden tools 
A small shed (a big ask!) 

 
We'd be happy to come and collect, and could put anything garden 
related to good use. 

Ben Woodcock 
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EARDISLAND IN BLOOM’S TALLEST SUNFLOWER COMPETITION 2012 
 
There has been a 'Tallest Sunflower' competition in Eardisland since 2009, 
initially run by Derek Wareham for Eardisland in Bloom, and lately taken 
on by the E Team with Derek taking a more behind the scenes role. 
 This is the 4th year the competition has been held, taking place 
over the summer months. We are now calling for growers young, and not 
so young, to register their interest and sign up for their FREE sunflower 
seeds using the form below. Information leaflets/entry forms will also be 
left in the village shop. 

The sooner you register your entry, the sooner you will receive 
your seeds, and the longer your plants may have to grow! Entries can be 
left with the shop or with Derek Wareham at the Old Smithy (pop it 
through the letter box). 

NB The Last date for receipt of entries is 30th April 2012. 
The Competition is open to all ages, with cash prizes for 1st, 2nd and 3rd in 
each age category. Results will be announced at the Village Show. 
  

ENTRY FORM 

 
        NAME                       AGE(if under 16)               ADDRESS  
                    

 
1. 
 
2. 
 
3. 
 
4. 
 
5. 
 
6. 
 
Tel.  contact no…………………………. Date submitted…………………………………….. 
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Eardisland Village Show 

 
2012 

 
at 
 

The Village Hall 
Saturday 1st September 

2.00 – 4.30 pm 
 

Prizes will be awarded at 4.00 pm 
 

Entry open to all 
Grand Raffle 

 
 

from 2p.m. 
 
 

£1 admission charge for adults 
 

Children free 
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Section  A. COOKERY 
1 A Ginger Cake  (see recipe on entry form) 
2 A Sponge Cake (entry for men only) 
3 A jar of Plum Jam (any variety) 
4     A cooked Pizza (dinner plate size) 
5 A  jar of Chutney 
6 3  Cookies 
 
Section  B. WINE 
 
7 A  bottle of  home made red wine. 
8 A  bottle of home made white wine. 
9 A flavoured gin. 
10 A non alcoholic drink 
 
Section C.  FLORAL ART 
 
No artificial fruit or flowers.  All items on a base 18”x18” unless 
otherwise stated 
 
11 A Petite 9” x 9” x 9” 
12 An arrangement in an item of footwear. 
13 An all green arrangement 
14 A hat or cap decorated with fresh flowers. 
15 An Autumn arrangement. 
16 An exhibit depicting “National Pride” in red, white & blue using 
both fresh and artificial material. 
 
 
Section D. HANDICRAFT 
 
17 A hand made card for Diamond (60th) Wedding Anniversary. 
18 A hand knitted toy. 
19 A piece of handicraft. 
20 A tapestry item. 
 
(Handicraft continued) 
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21 A quilted item.  
22 A cushion cover. 
23 A shopping bag from recycled materials.(specify materials used) 
 
 
Section E. HORTICULTURE 
24        Megan Lloyd Trophy- A yellow rose. (not a tight bud please)  
25 3 dahlias. 
26 A display of garden vegetables in a 12”x12” space. 
            (check size & no tomatoes to be included) 
27 3 roses. 
28 A cactus. 
29 3 Potatoes. 
30 3 stems only of different garden flowers 
 
Section F. PHOTOGRAPHY 
Maximum 7”x5” mounted.  Please put your name and the class number 
on the back 
 
31 A winter landscape. 
32 My favourite season. 
33 Reflections & shadows. 
34 Textures and patterns. 
35 On the farm. 
 
Section G. ART 
Pictures may be mounted but not glazed.   Stretched canvases are 
acceptable 
36 A garden (any medium)  
37 A drawing of wildlife. (any medium) 
38 An Abstract in oil or acrylics. 
39 A Water colour – a street scene. 
40 A 3 dimensional work less than 3 feet in any direction. 
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Section H. Creative Writing 
Your entries should be placed  with the completed entry form stating your 
name and address plus  fees,  in a sealed envelope  marked  ‘Show – 
Creative Writing’.  Please do not write your name on the entry itself.   The 
envelopes should be  handed in before  Monday 20th August. 
(Please use another form for your entries in other categories.) 
41 A limerick.  
42 An Invitation. 
43 A poem – “Thoughts on Old Age”. 
44     A story about a Nightmare. 
 
Section J. Children 
Children of 11 and over are encouraged to enter the adult categories.  
Please put your age on the Entry Form so that it may be taken into 
consideration by the judges 
 
Children under 5 years 
45 A garden in a shoe box lid. (lined with cling film)  
46 A potato face. 
47 A ‘Play Dough’ creature. 
 
Children under 11 years 
48 A collage of the Olympics 
49          A totem pole 
50 A painting of an alien. 
 
See pages 27 & 28 for details of how to enter. 
 
Entry forms may be returned up to 5.OO pm on Friday 24th August  with 
the exception of creative writing entries which must be in by Monday 
20th  August. 
 
Late entries will, regretfully, not be accepted. 
 
Entries cost 30p per item for adults.   Children may enter  free of charge.   
Please place your entries and fees in an envelope marked ’SHOW’ and 
hand in to one of the addresses shown on the Entry Form 
Prize money not collected by 5.00pm will be returned to Show funds. 
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HOW TO ENTER THE EARDISLAND VILLAGE SHOW 
 
Please complete and return this entry form with the fees in a sealed envelope 
marked ‘SHOW’ to any of the Eardisland addresses below. 
Graham Simpson, Meadow Edge  The Tea Rooms 
Gill Richards, The Bungalow          Dian Cope, Downome 
Pat Roche, 5 Green Elms                      Mavis Tantrum, Black Barns 
Enquiries:  Dian Cope  01544 388317 
 
Entries should be taken to the Village Hall on Saturday 1

st
 September between 

9.00am and 10.45am. Creative Writing should be handed in by Monday 20
th

 
August. Judging will take place during the morning and the Hall will be open to 
the public from 2.00 pm. Prize giving and raffle draw will take place at 4.pm. Prize 
money will be paid out after the announcements.  
Any prize money not collected by 5.00p.m.will be returned to Show Funds 
Please retain your schedule marked with the items you have entered 
 
Recipe – GINGER CAKE 
 
225g/8oz self raising flour   1 tspn. bicarbonate of soda 
1 tbsp. ground ginger   1 tspn. ground cinnamon 
1 tspn. ground mixed spice 
115g /4oz butter, cut into cubes, plus extra for greasing 
115g/4oz dark muscovado sugar    115g/4oz black treacle 
115g/4oz golden syrup   250ml/9fl.oz whole milk 
85g/3oz drained stem ginger, finely grated   1 egg 
 
1.Preheat oven fan 160°c/conv.180c°/gas 4. Butter & line a 7” square tin with 
parchment or greaseproof paper. 
2. Put flour, bicarb. & spices into mixing bowl. Add the butter & rub into the flour 
until like breadcrumbs. 
3. Put sugar, treacle, syrup & milk in a med. saucepan & heat gently stirring until 
the sugar has  dissolved. Turn up heat & bring just below boiling point. 
4. Add the stem ginger to the flour mixture then pour in the treacle mixture, 
stirring with a wooden spoon. Break in the egg & beat until all combined. Pour 
this into the prepared tin & bake for 50mins.-1hr. Test with a skewer. Leave to 
cool completely before turning out. 
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EARDISLAND VILLAGE SHOW 2012      ENTRY FORM 

 
Please circle numbers of classes you wish to enter 
Each entry costs 30p for adults, children  free 
Place your entry and cash in a sealed envelope marked ‘SHOW’ 
Take your envelope to one of the addresses shown on page 27 
Entries should be in by Friday 24th August. 
 
COOKERY  A1 A2 A3 A4 A5 A6 
 
WINE   B7 B8 B9 B10 
 
FLORAL ART  C11 C12 C13 C14 C15 C16 
 
HANDICRAFT  D17 D18 D19 D20 D21 D22   D23 
 
HORTICULTURE  E24 E25 E26 E27 E28 E29    E30 
 
PHOTOGRAPHY  F31 F32 F33 F34 F35 
 
ART   G36 G37 G38 G39 G40 
 
WRITING  H41 H42 H43 H44  see schedule notes
  
CHILDREN  J45 J46 J47 J48 J49 J50 
 
FULL NAME................................................................................................... 
 
TELEPHONE NUMBER ............................................................. 
 
AGE IF 11YRS AND UNDER....................................................... 
 
RULES OF THE SHOW 
 
One entry per class and exhibits must be your own work 
Judges’ decisions are final 
Money not claimed by 5pm on the Show day will be returned to funds. 
 



29 
 

PARISH FOOTPATH OFFICERS’ UPDATE: MARCH 2012 
 
Improvements/repairs to the footpaths that we are currently dealing 
with: 
 
1.  The style at the village road end of ED7, the footpath leading to the 
weir and on to Pembridge, is a potential safety hazard. It is to be replaced 
with a wooden kissing gate, which should have been installed by the time 
you read this report. 
 
2. The installation of a kissing gate where ED2 meets ED3 requires the 
agreement of the adjoining landowner before our contractor undertakes 
this work. 

 
3. Herefordshire College of Technology, Holme Lacy Campus, has repaired 
the historical metal gate by the bowling green on ED1A, and is planning to 
install it by Easter 2012.  
 
Other Matters 
 
Parishioners and anyone enjoying the paths are respectfully reminded to 
ensure that any accompanying pets are kept under control, and that gates 
are closed after use. Wildlife is particularly vulnerable at this time of year 
with, for example, lambs in fields, and birds beginning to nest, with 
ground nesters especially at risk. 

We will shortly look at the cross steps on the Pembridge path 
(ED7) which have been reported to us as loose. 

Everyone is reminded that it would be very helpful if parishioners 
would inform us, via Derek or especially Chris, if you know of any 
problems on the footpath network that could be a cause for concern and 
need attention.  It remains the case that we have not been walking the 
paths as often as we would wish, for various reasons, and so your 
reporting defects to us is very important to help maintain the network. 
 

Derek Wareham and Chris Watson 
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EARDISLAND BOWLING CLUB 

 
The Bowling Club opens its doors to members, new and old, on Saturday 
14th April @ 2pm and thereafter will meet regularly on Tuesday evenings 
@ 6.30pm prompt. Anyone with an interest in bowls, or simply wishing to 
see if they are suited to the game is welcome to attend. There are plenty 
of spare woods with which to practice, the only stipulation being that 
completely flat soled shoes must be worn on the green.  

The Hereford Rail Male Voice Choir sung at St Mary’s Church, 
Eardisland on Saturday 11th February and provided a thoroughly 
entertaining evening with a complete variety of songs. The church was 
nearly but not quite full and the feedback was excellent, with the 
audience and choir enjoying a social chat with each other at the end over 
a glass of wine and nibbles. Indeed the choir enjoyed themselves so much 
that they later continued their singing in The Cross Inn, with the locals 
joining in! The event raised a profit of £532 which was divided equally 
between St Mary’s Church and Eardisland Bowling Club.  

The club expects to apply for grant funding in the next few weeks 
to assist with the cost of building new changing rooms and toilets. If we 
are successful then it is anticipated that the work will start in either 
September or October. 

Phil Milchard 
 
HEREFORDSHIRE DIAMOND DAY – BY ROYAL APPOINTMENT 

 
A day of celebration to mark the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee is set to bring 
together communities from all corners of the county on Wednesday, July 
11. Herefordshire Diamond Day will celebrate all that is great and good 
about the county at a sparkling festival to be held on Hereford’s King 
George V playing fields. It will reflect life in the county during the past 60 
years and blend this with a taste of life in the 21st century and beyond. 
Prior to this, on the extended bank holiday at the start of June, a Wye 
Trow, built out of locally sourced timber, will be part of a 1,000-strong 
pageant of vessels on the River Thames. The weekend will also see 
hundreds of beacons lit across the country, including a number in 
Herefordshire, Big Lunches, street parties, and lots of other community 
events. 
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On July 11, Herefordshire Diamond Day, the Queen will visit 
Herefordshire. The event on the King George V playing fields will be a 
celebration for the whole county. There will also be awards made to 
people who have made outstanding contributions to Herefordshire. 
There’s going to be lots going on and something for everyone. 
“This will be a once-in-a-lifetime celebration to mark the Queen’s 
Diamond Jubilee and we hope that towns and villages and other 
communities will join in and mark the jubilee in their own particular way,” 
said Lady Darnley, the Lord Lieutenant of Herefordshire, who is leading 
the celebrations. 

If you want to get involved, or want to find out what’s going on, 
visit www.herefordshirediamondday.co.uk or telephone the organisers on 
01432 261837. 

 
MAP 

 
Marches Access Point – MAP – is a community group based at The Old 
Police Station, Kington that represents and champions the community of 
Kington and surrounding areas by offering a wide range of services and 
training.  MAP’s objective is to build a better, brighter and sustainable 
future for all current and future generations in Kington and the Marches. 
 
What we do: 

 run group computer, internet, digital image, office skills, 
genealogy and craft courses 

 provide free advice and support for those preparing to return to 
work including CV writing, form filling, job applications, improving 
telephone skills, report writing 

 help you improve your English, Maths and/or Computer skills and 
maybe enable you to take a test and gain a City and & Guilds 
qualification  to improve your job prospects 

 
Other services we offer: 

 computer use 

 downloading of your pictures from digital camera, USB pen drive 
or CD 

 equipment hire 

http://www.herefordshirediamondday.co.uk/
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 Jobcentreplus Job Point Phone (free to use) 

 training courses 

 individual tuition 

 typing and office services 

 photocopying and colour laser printing up to A3 size  

 binding and laminating 

 collating and stapling  

 fax service 

 room hire 

 saving your work to our hard drive 

 writing your files to a CD or DVD 

 volunteering opportunities 
 
Opening hours:  
Monday to Friday 10 am to 5 pm.  
Closed for lunch 1.30 pm to 2 pm  
Saturdays 10 am to 1 pm. 
 
For more details please drop in for a chat anytime, phone or email us: 
Marches Access Point 
The Old Police Station 
Market Hall Street 
Kington 
HR5 3DP 
Tel. 01544231771 
Email: info@map-kington.co.uk 
www.map-kington.co.uk 
 
WALKING FOR HEALTH - THE CLOSEST THING TO PERFECT EXERCISE! 

 
Did you know that walking can…. 
Make you feel good, give you more energy, reduce stress, and help you 
sleep better. Walking helps keep your heart strong, can help reduce blood 
pressure, and can help manage your weight, diabetes and osteoporosis .  
Environmental psychologists now rate the positive benefits of “ Biophilia 
Effect” where connecting with nature  is known to lessen the stresses and 
strains of everyday life.  

mailto:info@map-kington.co.uk
http://www.map-kington.co.uk/
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Almost everyone can walk, anywhere, any time ….and it’s free! 
You do not need any specialist equipment. Walking in a group is a great 
way to start and to stay motivated. You can start slowly and build up 
gently. You can make friends and discover new places to walk in your  
own  neighbourhood. 

Walking for Health has more than 600 health walk groups across 
England.  Here in beautiful Herefordshire we have a timetable of short 
walks across the county, timetable available on our website or contact 
below. 
Your local group will support you every step of the way and provide: 
 Led health walks for absolute beginners  
 Trained walk leaders  
 Other people to walk with  
 A health questionnaire at the start of the walk  
 Safe routes 
Children/dogs need to be accompanied by responsible adult. 
If you would like to join a group, or attend our two hour FREE training to 
lead a walk in your area, we would love to hear from you. Please contact 
“Let’s Walk Herefordshire” co-ordinator at: award@herefordshire.gov.uk 
or call us on 01432 261864  

 
NEW FINDINGS ABOUT OLD EARDISLAND BRIDGES 

 
In the course of sorting material in old files, some very old typed notes, in 
poor condition, and some newspaper cuttings from the 1920s were 
uncovered. The typed note appears to be a copy of a legal document, 
perhaps part of the Parish Council notes. Parts are missing, having 
deteriorated badly in an old envelope.  This document describes the work 
and costs entailed in the building of the bridge in Eardisland over the 
Arrow by John Gethin in 1800. 

In his book “The Leon Valley”, Norman Reeves gives details of 
Gethin’s life (p66). He was born in 1757 in Kingsland and was apprenticed 
to a stone mason and became a master of his craft. He set up in business 
with his brother Benjamin. In 1795 following heavy snow falls and the 
rapid rise in river levels (the Wye rose 15 feet in 24 hours) the flooding 
did immense damage in the locality. The brothers rebuilt the bridge in 
Amstrey and as a result of their good work were employed to build or 

mailto:award@herefordshire.gov.uk
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repair many others.  He was appointed surveyor of all Herefordshire 
bridges in about 1800 and remained an inspector until his death in 1831. 
The document: 1776 Eardisland Bridge 
Ordered that the clerk of the Peace for the County .... (torn) with James 
Kinnersley Esq. for building a new Bridge across the River Arrow at 
Eardisland pursuant to a plan and delivered this day and for keeping the 
same in repair for 7 years from the time the same shall be completed 
(£80.18.0): 
 
4th May 1799 Eardisland Bridge 
Whereas John Gethin of the parish of Kingsland in the county of Hereford, 
stone mason, hath this day provided a plan and estimate of the expense 
of building a bridge over the River Arrow in the parish of Eardisland 
chargeable on the body of this county and whereas it appears to this 
Court that the present bridge will be insufficient to answer the purpose of 
making the road safe and out of danger of floods, it is ordered that two 
arches be turned over the Mill water and it is also ordered that the clerk 
of the peace do agree with the said John Gethin to build a bridge over the 
River Arrow aforesaid and also the two arches over the Mill water and a 
small arch across the road at the place called Stank. The bridge across the 
River Arrow…..( line missing in fold of the document)…across the Mill 
water to consist of two stone arches 12 feet  span each....And  the arch 
across the road at the Stank to be  7 feet span. And also to raise and stone 
the road for 100 yards at each end of the bridge for the sum of £379.10.0.  
 
The cost of the new bridge:  £349.10.0; Road £30.0.0. 
The said Bridge to be done in a substantial and workman like manner and 
to be completed on or before 24th day of June 1800.   £150 to be paid on 
24th day of June next and £50  on 29th day of September and the 
remainder when the said road and bridge  are completed, the same to be 
certified by two magistrate and the said John Gethen to covenant to keep 
the same in repair for 7 years. 
 
As far as is known the bridge survived all the consequences of natural 
storms and floods and only required major repair in 1945 after an 
American convoy of heavy equipment tried to pass over it causing serious 
damage, such that it was duly widened.            
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The newspaper cuttings also concern a bridge in Eardisland; a proposal 
which clearly caused a storm of vitriolic letters to the editor of the 
Leominster Journal. 
 
On Whit Monday 1927 Mr Canonbury of Fleet Street, London, wrote to 
the Leominster Journal expressing a strong opinion on a report of a recent 
meeting to consider building a new bridge across the Arrow at the ford in 
Broom Lane. Mr Levick (who lived in Arrow Bank) had, it seems, proposed 
the bridge and it clearly had caused some heated debate.  In support, Mr 
Canonbury asked, “for fair play to the four footed and two footed things 
that live west of Eardisland Ford, up Broom Lane.” He asked “why should 
they have to walk or be driven several miles via Pembridge to Leominster 
market while their neighbours across the ford can start later and be there 
earlier?” He mentioned how once he had slipped on a stone whilst 
carrying the Prosser children across the ford. So he concluded “let the 
Eardislanders have their ford bridge if they want it..” He also described 
how once he saw a “leash of horses stuck in the ford (and then a sudden 
flood) with a wagon load of cider… A sad sight!” He expressed a hope that 
a bridge would be built which was “worthy of Eardisland ford and true to 
the spirit of art and architecture..” 

However, this evoked a strong response from first, an “Eardisland 
ratepayer”.  This writer began by saying “in my humble opinion the rate 
payers of Eardisland are quite capable of managing their own parochial 
affairs without the assistance of such superior people as are to be found in 
Fleet Street...” He stated that the writer ignores the central issue - that of 
cost. He was also concerned that the writer managed to fall into the 
water when carrying the Prosser children through the ford. He drew 
attention to the fact that there was already a foot-bridge provided for the 
use of pedestrians, “which has only recently been re-erected at great 
cost.” The second ratepayer (in the Weobley Union) said that he 
protested against the proposal to build a bridge in Broom Lane “as a 
waste of public money, since it would be used by very few people”. He 
asked “how is it that it has only just been discovered that a bridge is 
required in this lonely place.. which will be of use to very few people..?” 
Why is it, he went on, that “a gentleman from Fleet Street has been found 
to advise the Ratepayers of Eardisland as to what is good for them?” 
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In further correspondence, Mr Norman Whitehead of Adforton, also asks 
why it is necessary to build a new bridge.  He made what now seems a 
bizarre suggestion, saying  “If a halt sign or a robot was fixed to a suitable 
post it would obviate any alteration. This would have the same effect as at 
a 4-cross-road and this would prevent the possibility of an accident.” He 
said  “to build a bridge would turn this country road into a racing track.” 
He concluded, “Surely we can have ordered progress without vandalism..” 
In a subsequent letter he said, “A robot could be fixed without being an 
eyesore.”  

(It is apparent that the term ‘robot’ had some meaning different 
to its present usage. It is likely that he was using the term to mean a set 
of traffic lights). As a matter of interest the word robot was first 
introduced to the public by the Czech writer Karl Capek in his play R.U.R. 
Rossum’s Universal Robots which was published in 1920. It is therefore 
interesting that in 1927 Mr Whitehead was making use of this newly 
coined term. 

This encouraged further correspondence and a letter from 
someone signing himself as “Safety First” said, “I am of the strong opinion 
that if the County Council have money to spend on this bridge, then 
instead of building a new bridge in an obscure and little used by-lane they 
should widen and re-erect the already existing bridge, a dangerous single 
track bridge and the scene of many accidents. Some say there will be a 
really serious accident there - perhaps then it will be done but why wait 
for this to occur…” 

This writer was prescient in that 17 years later, in 1944, a major 
accident did take place when American vehicles including heavy artillery 
seriously damaged the narrow bridge. One observer at the time said that 
the bridge had been so narrow that there had even once been a collision 
between two motorcyclists. It was rebuilt and widened.  

 We now know that a bridge was eventually built across the ford 
in Broom Lane many years after the first proposal was made in the mid 
1920s, since many people in the village recall, as children, in the 1950s 
learning to swim in the river around the ford.  

Perhaps someone locally  has some recollection of the date when 
the bridge was built across the ford and whether there were any further 
concerns expressed or whether it was given some official opening, gaining 
the acceptance of all the local ratepayers.                                           
         



37 
 

 
Presumably the 
‘robot’ was 
suggested as a 
means of controlling  
the flow of traffic 
across the ford on 
the bend. (Seen in 
2012) 
 
 
 
 
 

Paul Selfe 
 
EARDISLANDIANA 

 
An alphabetical compilation of events and circumstances of historical 
interest. For Issues numbers 119-122 of this publication (May 2010 to 
November 2010) I put together an alphabetical compilation in this format. 
This is Alphabet (ii), part (i). 
 
A Ashburner family. The 1881 Census records that Jane Ashburner, 

aged under 29 years, was a lady’s maid at Burton Court. Her place 
of birth is listed as Daliston,Cumberland. 

 
B Battlement. Hill’s Manuscript of circa 1812 shows a very stylised 

drawing of the church, which includes a crenellated battlement 
on the top of the tower. This is also clearly to be seen in a pen 
and ink drawing of circa 1683 in ‘Dingley, T’ History from Marble 
which was reprinted by the Camden Society in 1867. 

 
C Civil War. 1642. Start of the Civil War in England. There is little                                            

documentary evidence of what happened here. One source tells 
us that In 1645 Burton Estate of Henry Hyett a Delinquent to the                                             
Commonwealth was granted to Richard Yate Esq  Hyett, an                                            
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ardent Royalist, had (with others) purchased the Manor of Burton                                             
in October 1641. 

 
D Delabere family. 1 September 1570 Conveyance. Manors and 

advowsons of Pembridge and Eardisland. Thomas Gardener, 
citizen and goldsmith of London to Thomas Handforde of 
‘Wollashull’ esq., and Kynnerde Delabere of Southam (Glos.) on 
behalf of Elizabeth I, for £800. Thus did the manor of Eardisland 
pass out of Royal control for the last time. 

 
E Earl of Macclesfield. In a booklet published in 1890 the 

headmaster [of Eardisland Grammar School] receives his 
nomination from the representatives of the Earl of Macclesfield 
and is licensed by the Bishop. The booklet was written by the 
Reverend Barker, Vicar of Eardisland from 1867 to 1901, himself 
headmaster of the school here.   

 
F Froysell Charity. A Charity of this parish set up under the terms of 

the Will of Alexander Froysell soon after his death on 16th 
December 1730. The family was in this parish over 100 years 
before then, in 1613; and quite possibly earlier. 

George Alderson 
 
WEATHER 

 

As I mentioned in the last issue, 2011 was below 
average in rainfall. The period under review has tended 
to continue that trend - although it is early days as yet. 
January at 55.8mm was normal, but February proved to 
be very dry with only 16.9mm. We have had more than 

our usual warm (by the standards of winter) sunny days, but we have also 
had a normal number of frosts of the usual severity. There have been only 
a few light snowflakes. The overall temperature has been above the 
average. Finally, I would like to emphasise that these reports apply to 
Eardisland. Very different conditions have prevailed elsewhere e.g. floods 
in north-west England and severe drought in East Anglia. 

Peter Glenn 
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HOUSE SIGNS 

 
With the increase in internet shopping, it’s become apparent that quite a 
few delivery drivers find Eardisland something of a nightmare to navigate. 
Around this end, for example, there are various Arrows of one kind or 
another (two Arrow Cottages between the bridge and here). Whilst 
regular drivers know the ins and outs, new drivers often do not. There is 
also an increasing reliance on satnavs, which are good on longer journeys, 
but not so good in small communities and narrow lanes. 
 There are two things that you can do to help. The first is to ensure 
that your home is clearly signed and with a number if you have one. 
Secondly, there is often a way of leaving a message for the supplier or 
delivery company when ordering. It’s obviously sensible to use this facility 
if it exists. 

Ed. 
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Sunday 22
nd

 April 

8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) Kingsland 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

11.00 am Holy Communion Kingsland 

6.30 pm Choral Evensong Kingsland 

 

Sunday 29
th

 April  

11.00 am Benefice Communion  Leinthall Earles 

 

Sunday 6
th

  May 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

9.30 am Family Service Kingsland 

11.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) Aymestrey 

11.00 am Matins Kingsland 

 

Sunday 13
th

 May – Rogation Sunday 

11.00 am Benefice Holy Communion Eardisland 

 

Sunday 20
th

 May 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

11.00 am Baptism Kingsland 

3.30 pm Holy Communion Leinthall Earles 

6.30 pm Holy Communion (BCP) Kingsland 

 

Sunday 27
th

 
 
May 

8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) Kingsland 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

11.00 am Holy Communion Kingsland 

6.30 pm Choral Evensong Kingsland 

 

 
The Annual Church Meeting will be Wednesday April 18

th
 starting at 7:00pm, in 

the Church.  
All people are welcome at any of the Benefice Services. 
 
Tuesday Morning Drop-Ins, 10:00 – 11:30, will be in the Church, except for when 
there is a social coffee morning in the Village Hall. The Drop-in is an opportunity 
for anyone to come and have a chat, or to discuss weddings, baptisms or any 
other special service. 
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CONTACTS 
EDITORIAL 

 
CHRIS BIVAND  Arrow Bank, Eardisland, Leominster, HR6 9BT 
     01544 – 388375 
   Email:  chrisbivand@bivand.freeserve.co.uk 
 

ADVERTISING 

For all matters relating to advertising in this magazine, please contact: 

 

PATRICIA GILL 

 01544 – 320364 

Email parishads@btinternet.com 

 
DISTRIBUTION MANAGER 

 
PHIL MILCHARD 

       01544 388097 
Email pmilchard@btinternet.com 

 
This edition of the Eardisland Parish Magazine was printed by 

Leominster Community Resource Centre 

 

Published by Eardisland Parish Council.  The Parish Council Liaison Officer is James Miller 
jmiller114@btinternet.com  01544-388454.  
Views expressed are those of individual contributors and not necessarily those of 
Eardisland Parish Council. The Eardisland Parish Magazine is published by Eardisland 
Parish Council without inserts. 
 
The Eardisland Parish Magazine is posted online in pdf format: 
 

Please visit: www.eardisland.org.uk 
 
Unlike the printed version, most photographs and some advertisements appear in colour. 
You may need to download Adobe Acrobat reader, which you can find on the web by 
using Google. The program is entirely free. 
 

 
Copy date for the next edition of the Eardisland Parish Magazine: 

 

FRIDAY, 4th MAY 2012 
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