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SERVICES AT CHURCH OF ST MARY THE VIRGIN, EARDISLAND 
 
Churchwarden:       Beryl Hoda, Arrow Lawn 
       Tel: 01544 388131   
Deputy Churchwarden:                      Richard Kirby 01544 388810  
Deputy Churchwarden and Treasurer:       Peter Brown 01544 388389 
Deputy Churchwarden and Organist:         Annette Blyth 01544 388241 
 
 

Please note that the following services are provisional as we are in a ‘Vacancy’. 
Please see the Prime Rota in the church porch for further details. 

 
 

July 14
th

             9.30am – Matins  
 
July 21

st
              9.30am – Holy Communion  

 
July 21

st
              6.30pm – Benefice Healing Service (at Kingsland) 

 
July 28

th
              9.30am – Holy Communion  

 
August 4

th 
         9.30am – Holy Communion 

 
August 11

th
        9.30am – Matins 

 
August 18

th
        9.30am – Holy Communion 

 
August 25th       9.30am – Holy Communion  
 
September 1

st
    9.30 am-Holy Communion 

 
September 8

th
    9.30 am – Matins 

 
September 14

th
  9.30 am – Holy Communion 

 
September 22

nd
  9.30 am – Holy Communion 

 
September 29

th
  11 am – Benefice Holy Communion (at Kingsland) 
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EDITORIAL 
 
My thanks to Ben Woodcock for editing the previous edition of the magazine 
whilst Ruth and I were in France for a month - I’ll write about the trip in another 
edition, this one is rather full. Of course, we were in France again for the 
Eardisland Twinning Association trip in mid-June, and what a trip it was with the 
truly wonderful generosity of our French hosts. It was also a very moving trip 
because of another connection we discovered, that the village was liberated in 
1944  by the British. There are reports starting on page 12. 

Many villagers trimmed, weeded and generally tidied for the visit of the 
judges in the Heart of England in Bloom competition. The village looked splendid, 
the weather perfect and the judges were impressed. Phil has written about this 
on page 21. The occasion, though, was tinged with sadness because one of the 
most influential people in the pursuit of the award, in which the village has 
enjoyed considerable success, is no longer with us. Derek Wareham was a 
remarkable man; a gentleman in the best sense. I know that he will be sorely 
missed. I am grateful to Julie and Nick Read for allowing me to publish the eulogy 
given by Nick at Derek’s funeral. 

Also in this edition, Paul Selfe has written a very interesting piece on the 
genesis of the Oral History Group. Over many years, Paul has been involved in 
many historical and archaeological endeavours in the village and around. The 
results have been remarkable - books, articles, videos and DVDs - not to mention 
his highly regarded contributions to the magazine. It’s worth noting that Paul’s 
and Lorna’s daughter, Amy, has just gained a Doctorate and is taking a job as an 
educational psychologist. Like mother, like daughter! 

 Chris Bivand  
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EARDISLAND VILLAGE DIARY 2013 
 

Saturday 20
th

 July Train, Open Garden, BBQ, BlackBarns  

Thursday 25
th

 July Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Saturday 3
rd

 August Annual Barbecue at Hardwick House 

Saturday 24
th

 August Disco at Bowling Club 

Sunday 25
th

 August Duck Races, Millstream 

Wednesday 4
th

 September Coffee Morning 

Friday 6
th

 September* Friday 20
th

 September 

Saturday 7
th

 September Village Show 

Thursday 12
th

 September Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Friday 13
th

 September Bloomin’ Eardisland result, Cross, 7.30pm.  

Saturday 14
th

 September Ride & Stride 

Sunday 15
th

 September BBQ Bowling Club 

W/E 21
st

 + 22
nd

 September Autumn Festival 

Thursday 24
th

 October Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Friday 15
th

 November* Friday 29
th

 November 

Saturday 23
rd

 November Eardisland Village Band and Friends, VH, 7.30pm 

Thursday 28
th

 November Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

 
Starred (*) dates in BOLD on the left are COPY DATES FOR THE EARDISLAND 
PARISH MAGAZINE. The corresponding dates in the right column are the 
expected distribution dates. 
 If you are planning an event, please check the distribution dates above 
and if in doubt err on the side of caution. It is better to advertise functions well in 
advance rather than miss a deadline. Please also bear in mind that we are always 
at the mercy of printing machinery, if something breaks down, the distribution 
date will inevitably be later. 
 
KINGSLAND AND EARDISLAND FRIENDS OF ST MICHAEL’S HOSPICE  
 
Our next event is the annual coffee morning held at the Tea Rooms, Eardisland, 
on Wednesday 4

th
 September from 10am to 12 noon.  It will be an opportunity to 

raise funds, whilst enjoying meeting friends in Barry’s and Kathleen's garden (we 
usually have good weather).  Please support us on this occasion if you can.    
 

Dorothy Brown 388389, Annie Mitchell 388605, Beryl Hoda 388131  
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EULOGY TO DEREK WAREHAM 
 
MONDAY, 10

TH
 JUNE 2013, ST MARY THE VIRGIN, EARDISLAND 

 
Julie and I went to see Jane last Thursday to 
discuss what I might say about Derek.  She 
requested that we keep it simple, we didn’t 
need to dig up childhood stories or 
anecdotes. I’m glad she did, there’s more 
than enough to say about Derek and his 
contribution to farming and Herefordshire 
without digging up stories from the past. 

For those who knew Derek relatively 
recently, such as myself who first met Derek 
at the end of the 1990s, we might assume 
that there stood before us a countryman 
through and through. A past County 
Chairman of the NFU, a farm manager, 

governor of the local land-based college – but actually Derek was one of those 
who broke the mould. He wasn’t a countryman through and through, because 
Derek and his family came from Twickenham and it was the war that took him to 
the countryside as an evacuee. Not a solitary young boy with a label attached to 
his suitcase, the whole family relocated to Somerset for the duration and it was 
that period that ingrained in Derek a love for the countryside and for farming. So 
even though they returned to London at the end of the war and he completed his 
education there, he had already resolved on his career. 

This took him initially to Wiltshire and to Lackham College to read for a 
Diploma in Agriculture, to working on a local farm and an introduction to Denis 
Carter, himself a Londoner who embraced agriculture and at that stage ran a 
local consultancy, afterwards to be Baron Carter of Devizes. Denis was an 
important figure in Derek’s career path. 

A second important meeting also took place during the 1950s when 
Derek met Jane through, you may have guessed it, the local Young Farmers’ Club. 
Jane was a farmer’s daughter living in Pusey Vale and  YFC was then, as now, the 
premier marriage agency in rural Britain.  

They left Wiltshire and for a time Derek became a kept man, since for 
two years from 1958 he enrolled at Shuttleworth to further his qualifications and 
got a farm management job in Huntingdon, Bedfordshire. Then they moved to 
Berkshire where Derek established a herd of Hereford Cattle, back to Wiltshire 
and eventually to Tarrington in Herefordshire in the mid 1970s. Derek came to 
run a dairy herd but rapidly became interested in hops, helping to establish and 
manage the business at Brierley Court alongside Peter Davies, selling the hops to 
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Allied Breweries. He became national secretary of the Association of Growers of 
New Varieties of Hops and was a recognised national expert within a few years. 
Well if establishing Europe’s largest hop farm and a national reputation wasn’t 
enough, Derek also helped establish the Herefordshire Farming and Wildlife 
Advisory Group, and was a governor of Holme Lacy College, a position he 
occupied for 25 years including a time as Chairman, and this was not always an 
easy task. Holme Lacy struggled for some years as a relatively small college when 
government funding was often downgrading vocational courses and the land-
based sector felt neglected. There was an attempt to add stability by joining with 
Pershore but Derek was adamant that Herefordshire deserved its own land-
based college. Today Holme Lacy, as part of Herefordshire College of Technology, 
is going from strength to strength. He was a member and eventually Chairman of 
the NFU local branch and also became County Chairman.  

In 1995 came retirement and a move to Eardisland. But retirement was 
not sitting in front of the TV, unless it was to watch cricket, because Derek 
continued to be a most active member of Herefordshire farming and community 
life. After retirement he was involved in the inaugural meetings of the 
Herefordshire Rural Stress Network, which is where I first encountered him. The 
network was set up to support farmers and their families who were going 
through difficult times. (We launched, coincidentally, a week before the foot and 
mouth crisis of 2001).  Derek was an active supporter and a volunteer, offering 
his gentle advice and care to many farming families over the years and also his 
wisdom as a trustee and, eventually, as our treasurer.  

Within the village he helped set up the Millennium Fund for Eardisland 
to support village organisations, he became footpaths officer and was a leading 
stalwart of the Eardisland in Bloom Committee, and deservedly the recipient of 
the Heart of England in Bloom Merit Award in 2009 for his personal contribution 
to the Britain in Bloom movement.  The E-team as they are called paid their 
respects by escorting Derek’s coffin into this church. 

So the townsman who embraced the countryside; the farm manager 
who became a leading national expert; and of course we must never forget a 
husband, a father and a grandfather who gave so much to his family, his adopted 
industry and his community. Even when Derek fell ill in 2011 and started 
chemotherapy and various operations he remained positive; as Jane says he was 
a “cup half full” rather than a “cup half empty” personality. His was also an 
incredibly open personality, a man who had time for people. Derek achieved 
something quite astonishing, a full life without ever giving the appearance of 
having to rush around in order to achieve it. 

I want to end with two quotations. The first was Derek’s favourite 
quotation, and something that he wrote in the cover of every book he bought. It 
exemplifies his farming career and was the philosophy he lived by. It is a 
quotation from the Wiltshire farmer, broadcaster and author A G Street 
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“It is our duty to serve our land faithfully, so that when we die it may receive us 
in honour and not in shame.” 

The second is from the psalm that was read to us today. It is a psalm 
that talks of God’s care and compassion for a nation and for each of us 
individually and of how our achievements, our contribution to people’s well-
being, are enabled by the care that he exhibits towards us. It also promises that 
who we are does not come to an end through death, but that the care of God 
continues even beyond the grave, for evermore. 
“My help comes from the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth. He will not let 
your foot slip – he who watches over you will not slumber; indeed, he who 
watches over Israel will neither slumber nor sleep. The Lord watches over you - 
the Lord is your shade at your right hand; the sun will not harm you by day, nor 
the moon by night. The Lord will keep you from all harm, he will watch over your 
life; the Lord will watch over your coming and going both now and for 
evermore”. 

It is to that Lord that we commend Derek’s soul and it is to that Lord 
that we give thanks for Derek’s life. 

 
This piece was written by Nick Read and read by him at Derek’s funeral service 
which was conducted by Rev. Julie Read, our locum priest. 

  
RIDE AND STRIDE IN AID OF HISTORIC CHURCHES AND CHAPELS 
 
This national event takes place on Saturday, 14

th
 September 2013 and you can 

cycle or walk between the churches in your area. Half the sponsorship you raise 
goes to the Herefordshire Historic Churches Trust, half to the church of your 
choice. 
  If anyone would like to have a sponsor form please contact Dian Cope 
01544 388317. Plan your own route, go as far or near as you want, enjoy a ride or  
walk to support your local church. Refreshments will be available in Eardisland 
Church. 
 
LITTER PICK REPORT 
 

Thanks to those adults and children who turned out for our postponed litter pick 
on Saturday the 1

st
 June. Despite not being able to access the verges and ditches 

because of the long grass, we still managed to pick several large sacks of litter. 
We cleared the main road from the A44 to The Playhouse Company, and also 
some way up all the side roads and round the village hall and recreation field. 
Thanks to Jan at The Cross who provided soup and rolls afterwards. 
We would hope to organise another date in the autumn or winter. 

Ben Woodcock 
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OPEN GARDEN AND TRAIN RUNNING DAY 

BLACK BARN, EARDISLAND HR6 9AS 
 

FROM 10AM UNTIL 4PM SATURDAY 20
TH

 JULY 
 

Barbecue food all day as well as tea, coffee and cakes. Trains will be running in 
the marquee and, weather permitting, the ground level track on which you can 

experience a ride to the length of the garden and back. 
Books and bric-a-brac, plant stalls etc. So come and browse. Entry £3.00 but free 

for accompanied children. Funds being raised for the Eardisland Bowls Club 
refurbishment. 

 
Contact: Mavis & Doug  Tantrum 01544 387972 

 

 
EARDISLAND OPEN GARDENS  22/23  JUNE  2013 
 

Well, the weather could have been kinder on the 22
nd

 and 23
rd

 June however, 
notwithstanding this, we had 250 visitors who came to look around the 16 
gardens which were open to the public. These varied from the large splendid 
examples, to the small pretty cottage gardens so typical of a Herefordshire 
riverside village. Our gardeners really did us proud, and the majority of visitors 
were very appreciative of all the hard work and time it took in preparation in 
order to open a  garden for the week-end. 

As you know all of our efforts were aimed at raising money for St Mary’s 
Church. Entrance fees and associated donations raised some £1,300, catering 
over the two days raised £500, and the Draw raised £450, so hopefully after 
 costs for rental for the village hall and some advertising have been paid we 
should be looking at a total  of approximately £2,100.  This money will provide a 
vital element this year towards the cost of £18,000 needed every year to keep 
the church open. 
Obviously many villagers contributed in a variety of ways to make the week-end a 
success, so in no particular order I would like to say thank you to: 

 The 16 garden owners who put in so much time and effort to present 
magnificent and very different gardens. 

 The many volunteers who sold entrance and raffle tickets over the two 
days. 

 The volunteers from Eardisland WI and the Church who did such a 
superb job providing refreshments on Saturday and Sunday. 
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 The team who worked in the background on signs, publicity and 
administration. 

 The sponsors who provided draw prizes and those people who covered 
many of our costs, including the catering. 

 
Of course it would have been nice to have had better weather but thanks to the 
tremendous efforts of all those concerned our visitors appeared to thoroughly 
appreciate and enjoy the event, so our very grateful thanks to you all. 

 
Richard Kirby on behalf of the PCC   

 
EARDISLAND PARISH COUNCIL NEWS 

 
At the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council in May, David Weir kindly agreed to 
take over the role of Lengthsman Administrator for the parish. The Parish Council 
would like to thank Graham Simpson for his time and dedication to the role 
previously.  The Lengthsman scheme is funded by Herefordshire Council and our 
Lengthsman can undertake a range of minor highways works, including clearing 
vegetation or debris from culverts and drainage grips, hedge cutting, strimming 
verges and cleaning highway signs.  Please contact David Weir or the Parish Clerk 
if you have any suggested works for the Lengthsman to undertake. We are 
looking to draw up a programme of work for the year, but will respond to specific 
requests if appropriate and hope to fully utilise the grant available.  
 As you are aware the ‘In Bloom’ judging has recently taken place and the 
Parish Council would like to thank the ‘In Bloom’ team for their hard work in 
making the parish look so lovely yet again.  Derek Wareham had been founding 
supporter of the group and all members of the Parish Council wish to record their 
appreciation for the tireless work that he undertook on their behalf as a Footpath 
Officer and with the E-Team.  
 The Parish Council, with the support of the Village Hall Management 
Committee, is embarking on a project to update and refurbish the Village Hall.  It 
is planned to raise the required funds through grants and donations and at no 
cost to parishioners. We aim to make the building more energy efficient, replace 
all existing windows with new double glazed units, install a new heating system, 
and update the kitchen and toilet blocks. The availability of funding will 
determine the length of the project and a plan will be developed in order to 
minimize any disruption.  Progress reports will be issued via the Parish Magazine 
and website.  

Suzanne Wenczek, Parish Clerk 
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ANNUAL SUMMER BARBECUE 

AT HARDWICK HOUSE 
(off A44 midway between Eardisland and Pembridge) 

 
 

Everyone is cordially invited to join in a summer’s 
evening of friendship and good food in the delightful 

setting of historic Hardwick House and the surrounding 
magnificent gardens. 

 
SATURDAY 3rd AUGUST 6.30-10.00 p.m. 

 
TICKETS £12 ADULTS; UNDER 16 £7; 

UNDER 5 FREE 
 

Price includes full BBQ meal 
 

*Licensed Bar   *Grand Draw   *Live Music 
Firework Finale! 

 
Tickets available from: Community Shop; Tea Rooms; 

Richard Kirby 388810; Beryl Hoda 388131; 
Peter Brown 388389 

 
For any enquiries please ring Richard Kirby 388810 

 
All proceeds in aid of Church running costs 
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EARDISLAND AUTUMN FESTIVAL 

WEEKEND 
 

SATURDAY 21ST & SUNDAY 22ND 
SEPTEMBER 

  
 A Flower Festival with free entry will be held in St Mary’s 

Church, on the theme of ‘Anniversaries’. There will be 

many wonderful displays but the Flower Guild would be 

glad to hear from anyone willing either to sponsor, or 

indeed do, an arrangement. Please contact Esther Simpson 

on 01544 388641 or Wendy Priday on 01544 388570. 

 

 Six of Eardisland’s Riverside Gardens are open on both 

days from 11am till 5pm. Tickets at £5 available in the 

Village Hall together with Coffee, Lunches and Teas. 

 

 A Concert with Licensed Bar will take place in Church at 

7pm on Saturday 21st. Tickets £10 from Richard Kirby on 

01544 388910, Beryl Hoda on 01544 388131, the Tea 

Rooms and the Community Shop. 

 

 An evening Songs of Praise is in Church at 6.30 pm on 

Sunday 22nd. 

 
In Aid of St. Mary’s Church, Eardisland 
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EARDISLAND TWINNING ASSOCIATION 
 
A JOINT PERSPECTIVE ON THE VISIT TO LA VIEILLE LYRE, JUNE 2013 
 

As newcomers to 
Eardisland, we were 
introduced to the 
Twinning Association 
and its activities and 
ideals by our new 
friends and 
neighbours in the 
village. We were 
wholeheartedly 
encouraged to join 
this year's visit to La 

Vieille Lyre and it was an opportunity that instantly appealed. However, some of 
us were apprehensive about the long coach journey and the linguistic challenges 
ahead.  Armed with just a smattering of school French, we quickly realised that 
our French hosts, some of whom were also newcomers to the twinning 
experience, were similarly anxious about speaking English. As the weekend 
progressed, we all discovered that, with a little improvisation, the use of 
dictionaries, mime and props and plenty of laughter along the way, our joint 
communication skills developed and we found ourselves still speaking French 
once back in Eardisland! 

We had been briefed as to the original reason for the twinning between 
Eardisland and La Vieille Lyre, dating back a thousand years, revived in 2005 and 
with reciprocal visits from then onwards. However, on this occasion, when a 
short dedication was made at their village war memorial, we realised that they 
commemorated their liberation in 1944 by The Royal Scots Greys led by Captain 
Spencer who is better known as the late Earl Spencer, father of Diana, Princess of 
Wales. The short ceremony when their Mayor, Michel Dessarthes, and Graham 
Simpson, on behalf of Eardisland, placed red, white and blue flowers on the 
memorial, was very moving especially as some of us had family connections with 
the Normandy landings in 1944 and thereafter. 

Afterwards, we gathered at the village hall for the "Diner de 
l'Association", during which, gifts from the villages were exchanged:  Esther 
Simpson presenting a framed montage of corn dollies from Herefordshire and 
later a sheath of letters from local school children. Graham Simpson and Ruth 
Brinton-Bivand were also presented with medals of honour to commemorate 
their involvement with the Twinning Association since 2005. 
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Our abiding memory of our visit is the amazing generosity of our French hosts 
who welcomed us into their homes, making sure that all our needs were catered 
for. We had taken spending money with us and found that we barely needed it.   
We enjoyed some trips out of the village, most notably to the nearby 17th 
Century Chateau du Champ de Bataille (see picture above), modelled on 
Versailles, and its extensive gardens all of which have been recently restored to 
their former glory.   Our thanks go to Ruth Brinton-Bivand for interpreting the 
information given to us by our French guide as we toured the Chateau and for 
providing linguistic expertise throughout our stay. 

We are all delighted that we took the plunge and joined the Twinning 
Association's visit to our beautiful counterpart in the Normandy countryside.   
Friendships on both sides of the Channel have been forged and we look forward 
to coming together to welcome our French visitors to Eardisland in 2014. We 
learnt that we have many things in common and that language need not be a 
barrier to affectionate understanding and that all of us in both villages can enjoy 
the experience of exchange. 

Vive l'amitié Eardisland - La Vieille Lyre! 
Alex and Peter Atkinson 

Pat and Alan Newcombe 
 
 

  
← La Vieille Lyre Memorial 
 
The inscription reads in English: 
 
23 August 1944 
 
Tribute to our British Liberators 
 
11

th
 Army Section No. 1 

Royal Scots Greys 
 
Commanded by  
 
Lieutenant 
Lord Althorp Compte Spencer  
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EARDISLAND TWINNING ASSOCIATION 
 
A 6 o’ clock alarm on 
Friday 14

th
 June ensured I 

was at the cenotaph for 
6.30am to wish ‘bon 
voyage’ to the group 
setting out by coach for 
La Vieille Lyre. Twelve 
hours later, they arrived 
at their destination to be 
welcomed by their hosts, 
some of whom are by 

now old friends. So began a very busy and entertaining weekend. 
 On Saturday the group visited the very beautiful Chateau de Champ de 
Bataille which, as well as having a wealth of tapestries, paintings and porcelain, 
also boasts wonderful gardens and grounds. (Some of you may have seen this on 
a Monty Don television special about the gardens of France.)  Late afternoon saw 
a small gathering at the Liberation Memorial on the edge of the village, where 
the anniversary of the liberation was celebrated and flowers were laid. A special 
moment to share with friends, and to take time out to remember. 

Traditionally, Saturday evening is the occasion for a formal gathering 
with good food and wine, speeches and toasts, and a singsong. It is also 
customary to present a small gift that is in some way representative of our 
region. This year our gift was framed corn dollies which raised much interest and 
delight.  

We also took a second and very important gift which hopefully will 
further the continuation of the friendship between our two villages.  A class of 
pupils from Kingsland Primary School each wrote a lovely postcard in French to a 
class of pupils in a local school in La Vieille Lyre. These were presented at the 
final lunch on the Monday and will be responded to in the Autumn term. 
Hopefully some of the families of these children will participate in the next 
exchange visit. 

Sunday was a more relaxed family day with a wide variety of 
experiences ranging from a celebration of a family member’s Confirmation and 
Communion to a Boules match, to barbeques and other excuses for eating. 

The group finally took their leave after lunch (picture above) on Monday 
and arrived home safely, tired but happy, about midnight. Everyone was full of 
praise for the welcome they had received and the unstinting generosity of their 
hosts. We look forward to returning that generosity next year when we will once 
more welcome La Vieille Lyre to Eardisland. 

Annie Mitchell, Chair ETA 
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EARDISLAND VARIETY SHOW EVENING 
 
Love was in the air, in music and laughter, at The Eardisland Village Hall on 
Saturday 1st June.   It was an evening of fun and mayhem as the Village Variety 
Show in aid of the Hall funds got underway. 

The Eardisland Village Band started the proceedings with a selection of 
lively toe-tapping tunes.  Followed by the sorry tale of an injured brickie retold by 
Mr Graham Simpson.  Explaining why he would not be into work that day with his 
injuries, Graham looked more like an extra from Casualty! Gill Richards then 
recited a teeth-tingling poem by Pam Ayres.   
 There were a number of welcome visitors from Kingsland who showed 
their talents, first was Emily Green playing tunes on her saxophone, the Kingsland 
Church Choir later in the evening sang “Love Changes Everything”, leaving not a 
dry eye in the house, especially when followed by Zac Green’s beautiful rendition 
of “Castle in the Air” from Les Mis!  
 Eardisland’s very own very Am-Dram put on their shortened version of 
Snow White.  The acting was superb, even as the Wicked Queen seemed 
determined to pinch Snow Whites’ lines.  Snow White soon put her right! 

The Village Band kicked off the second half with a rousing medley. Good 
foot-stomping stuff. 

Shelley, Jess, Lilly and Mary Connop entertained with poetry and stories. 
You will have to ask Mary for the punchline of her joke “What bee’s make milk?”.  
Everyone was giggling. 
 Graham Simpson, accompanied by Pete Dedman on guitar, enthralled all 
with his reading of the owl in a barber’s shop. Gill then told the tale of Albert, 
being the dietary problem of a lion. 
 Dian and Gladys then sang a ditty warning all village ladies of the man in 
green hose (tights) and his dodgy fruit. 

To round the evening off some aging purple haired wanna-be sidled into 
the room shedding feathers from her moulting boa. Disappearing behind a 
screen it was only to be revealed it was Mrs Pat Roache! The secret is safe with 
us Pat (not). 
 The raffle was drawn in the interval and Mrs J Manzoni won the first 
prize of a full Joint of beef meal, including sausages and veg. The Connop family 
won second prize of two bottles of bubbly. Mrs P Roche won third prize of tea for 
two at the Kingsland Café and Tea Rooms. 
 On behalf of the Village Hall Committee - thank you all for coming out to 
support us and to encourage us in our madness.  We hope that you had fun – I 
know I did! 
 A big thank you to each and everyone who got up and entertained – you 
were wonderful. 

Dian, on behalf of EVH Committee  
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WHAT OUR CHURCH VISITORS ARE SAYING  
 

With half the year gone, time once again to record a selection of comments from 
our church visitors’ book. Last time I reproduced one single page of entries; 
below is a selection of comments grouped under various headings. 
 
THE MAN WHO ALWAYS REMEMBERED EARDISLAND 
 
In February Ian Wilfred Goatman was buried here following a funeral elsewhere.  
A considerable number of his family travelled from London and Essex and 
recorded their thoughts in the book.  
 
* My husband Ian’s favourite place!   Elsie Goatman 
*            My brother Ian Goatman is now buried in his favourite place on earth.   

Denise Richardson 
* My daddy rang the church bells here in 1953-55: his favourite place and 

now his resting  place.  Liana Goatman Braune 
 
Some also commented on the church renovation work. 
 
* What a fantastic restoration!  Alice and Kate Goatman 
* Wonderful refurbishment.  John Richards 
A few people will remember Ian Goatman. He would have been ringing the newly 
installed eight bells following the Coronation. There are two boards displayed in 
the tower recording ringers in 1953 but he is not named there. With Leslie Evans 
and all the others now gone from those far off years there are no ringers left who 
would remember. 
 
PEOPLE FREQUENTLY COMMENT ON SPECIFIC ASPECTS OF THEIR VISITS 
 
* Lovely church, beautiful quilt.   Elaine Morton, Bourneville, Birmingham 
*           Impressed by the lovely flower arrangements.  Stuart and Eileen Dodd, 

Maidstone, Kent 
*          Spent a long time reading the poems. 

Kevin and Elizabeth Davies, Rhoose 
*           A beautiful exhibition. Congratulations to the photographer. 

Kay Davis, Launceston 
* Once more, a joy to come to this church. Thank you for being open and 

for the innovative Christmas tree exhibition. 
The Rev. and Mrs. Walker, Leominster 
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AS ALWAYS VISITORS ARRIVE FROM AROUND THE GLOBE 
  
*           Thank you for sharing such beautiful photographs of this lovely village. 

Gwynneth Wakeham, NSW Australia 
* Thank you. Shigeru and Hiroka Hayashi, Nisshin-shi, Japan 
* Beautiful church, nice restoration work. 

Mike and Treke, Capelle a/d Yssel, Holland 
*  Simply wonderful!!! 

Ginny Reade and Virginia Stanton, Cape Cod MA and Dover NJ, USA. 
* Lovely visit. God bless your work here.  

Gill and Keith Evetts, Cape Town, S. Africa 
* Beautiful church and village. A Guellon, Italy 
* Peaceful village. M del Poma, Spain 
 
OUR RENOVATION HAS OCCASIONED ENTHUSIASTIC RESPONSES 
 
*  Lovely! A stunning renovation fit for the 21

st
 century. 

D and K Adams, Waverton, Cheshire 
*      Congratulations on the tasteful renovation.  Very welcoming. 

Ruth and Peter Muller, Breinton, Hereford. 
*      Wonderful refurbishment. 

John Richards, Coppenhall, Staffs. 
*      We like the way the church has been brought into the 21

st
 century. 

P.S. the flowers are lovely. 
J K Greenhalgh, Coventry and J M Horne, Manchester 

*      Delightful church: lovely floor and chairs (good idea). 
Gill Shields,Launceston,Cornwall 

Barry Freeman 
VILLAGE HALL 
 
As you will see from our poster we will be holding our Annual Duck Race on Bank 
Holiday Sunday, 25

th
 August.  

As this is now our main fundraising event we would like your support. 
We will be having a Bottle Stall and if you could spare a bottle of something we 
would be very grateful. If you can help us please leave a bottle in Jill’s porch at 
The Bungalow. If you could help us run this event we would welcome you with 
open arms. 

Please contact Jill on 388323 for any information you might need. If you 
are unable to help in any other way, please come along and support us on the 
day, it will be fun and you may win a race or a prize. Thank you. 

 
Village Hall Committee 
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NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 
 
Partners and Communities Together (PACT) in Eardisland 
PACT surgeries offer an opportunity for police to meet local residents in an 
informal way so that concerns and information can be exchanged and local 
priorities established. If there are issues you want to raise then do so at the next 
planned Thursday surgeries which will be held from 3.00-4.00pm at the Village 
Shop on 18 July, 15 August and 12 September.  
 
Seasonal Crime Trends 
 

1. Theft of pedal cycle in Eardisland 
On the evening of 1 July a local resident left his pedal cycle leaning against a 
hedge while he tended to his bees in his allotment in Burton Lane. When he 
returned to collect his cycle it had been stolen 
2. Criminal Damage to Cars 
A number of vehicles parked overnight on driveways in local villages have 
been seriously vandalised over the last month. 
3. Theft of power tools across the area 
As already mentioned in previous magazines valuable gardening equipment 
and machinery should always be locked away. A recent burglary attempt on 
a garden shed was foiled because a vigilant resident had padlocks on the 
doors which were alarm activated so the would-be thieves didn’t try and 
enter via the doors but removed the ship-lapped panels and membrane.  
They didn’t bargain for the fact that the owner had a second alarm within 
the shed and as soon as they tried to gain access this was activated and the 
would-be thieves fled empty handed. This simple system was relatively 
inexpensive to purchase. 
4. Theft of Heating Oil 
400 litres of heating oil was stolen from an oil tank situated in a rear garden 
of a property in Almeley in late June. 
 
Lock the Door on Sneak-in Burglars 
 
As summer gets underway, there is nothing nicer than having friends and 
family round for a barbecue, or to have drinks in the garden on a warm 
afternoon or evening. Even the chance to spend time outside, doing some 
gardening, or just taking the air is something to look forward to. But while 
you are outside enjoying the long summer evenings make sure you take 
steps to prevent unwanted visitors from letting themselves into your house!! 
Always lock your doors if you go outside, even for a few moments, and close 
downstairs windows if you are not staying in the same room. Burglars are 



20 
 

always on the lookout for a chance to get inside and steal your property. An 
open window, or an unlocked door is an open invitation for them. If you are 
in the garden, or have nipped next door to see the neighbours, a burglar can 
be in and out of your house in a couple of minutes, taking your treasured 
things with you. 
 
Cold Calling 
 
There are still reports of companies making unsolicited cold calls to members 
of the public, especially targeting elderly/vulnerable people, offering to sell 
intruder alarm systems. Whilst there are many legitimate companies offering 
such systems, some companies make spurious claims as part of their sales 
pitch, such as falsely claiming to be working directly with the police, or 
claiming that burglary rates have risen in the area and they are calling in a 
bid to convince the person receiving the call to take on one of their systems. 
In some cases systems are offered free with an “administrative fee”, and in 
other cases systems are offered for several thousand pounds. Useful advice 
offered by the police is that anyone interested in buying an intruder alarm 
system researches the company they are planning to do business with, and 
get quotes from at least three different companies before proceeding. 
To avoid unsolicited sales calls and mail of any kind, you should remove your 
details from any sales lists. This is done by: 
 

(a) Registering with the Telephone Preference Service – this is a free 
service and you can register online (www.tpsonline.org.uk) or by 
telephone on 08450700707 

(b) Registering with the Mailing Preference Service which supports the 
right to choose the mail you wish to receive. Registration is free and can 
be made online (www.mpsonline.org.uk) or by phone on 0845 703 4599 

(c) Electoral Registers which are updated each autumn and are lists of all 
the names and addresses of everyone who is eligible to vote. There are 
two editions of the registers: a full register which is used for elections, 
preventing and selecting crime and checking applications for loan or 
credit, and the edited register which is publicly available for marketing 
and any other commercial activities. When the notices arrive, consider 
only registering for the full register by opting out of the edited register. 
This is done by entering a “tick” in the “edited register” box. 

 
Keith Mitchell (Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator) 

 
 

http://www.mpsonline.org.uk/
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Neighbourhood 
Watch 

Co-ordinator 

Keith Mitchell Arrow Lea 01544 388605 

 
 
 

Neighbourhood 
Watch Team 

Mike Coleburn 
Gerry Corfield  
Barry Freeman 
John Holding 
John Hope 
Brian Pollard 
Graham Simpson 
Ben Woodcock 

Upper Hardwick 
Broom Lane 
Holmlea 
Old Pearmain 
Lower Hardwick Fm 
Stephen’s Cottage 
Lyme Lane 
2 Orchard Cottages 

01544 388486 
01544 388575 
01544 388226 
01544 388176 
01544 388504 
01544 388915 
01544 388641 
01544 388976 

 
EARDISLAND IN BLOOM 

 
It is only appropriate to start these notes with 
our own tribute to Derek Wareham. Derek 
was our founder, our inspiration, our Life 
President and our friend. Everywhere we look 
in the village there is a sign of Derek’s work, 
which he started back in 2005.  He was a true 
gentleman and will be greatly missed by us 
all. 

The judges (above with Phil Milchard) from Heart of England in Bloom 
visited Eardisland on a lovely afternoon on 4

th
 July and although no official 

comment could be made we believe they enjoyed their short time with us and 
our efforts made a suitable impression.  The Eardisland Village Band playing on 
the front lawn of Arrow Bank certainly added to the atmosphere.  

The results will be announced at a gathering of all Bloomers on Thursday 
11

th
 September at Drayton Manor, Staffordshire. Our result will be kept a closely 

guarded secret and will be announced in public the following evening, Friday 13
th

 
September, in the Cross Inn public house at 7.30pm. Everyone from the parish is 
welcome to attend and we hope to have a good turnout. 

The build-up to a judging day is always frenetic with so many jobs that 
have to be completed at the last minute. This year was no exception, with many 
E Team members carrying out individual tasks in the days leading up judgement 
day, making the village looking exceptional.  

Our intention since the start of the year was to create impact in the 
centre of the village and feedback from both residents and visitors alike seems to 
confirm we have succeeded. Under planting in the Memorial Garden is now 
coming into its own, with dozens of geraniums, grown from plug plants, now in 
bloom, adding to the colour provided by fuchsias and begonias. The roses look 
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wonderful thanks to three black spot treatments given by Peter Glenn. You will 
probably note that all plants in this garden are red, appropriate for a Memorial 
Garden.  

Sue Wallis and Margaret Milchard have done a magnificent job with the 
Twinning Garden, with striking reds, oranges and yellows providing a link with 
the Normandy flag. Many have commented on how stunning the tulips were 
back in the spring.  

The new small garden on the bridge is achieving its purpose of providing 
colour on the approach from Leominster, whilst a new trellis has been attached 
to the eastern side of the bus shelter, providing some climbing support for a 
clematis.  

Earlier this year the Parish Council received permission from the land 
owner of the plot adjacent to footpath ED5/6, opposite the Old Post Office, for 
the grass to be cut and tended. After initial work by the lengthsman this has been 
maintained by Dave Weir. The bordering fence has been stained and again three 
clematis have been planted, which, over time, should provide some colour.  

The feature that has drawn most comment is the boat, now situated on 
the eastern edge of the village car park. This feature has been months in the 
planning, indeed it was first offered by the owners, Iris and Gerry Corfield, last 
October. It had lain unused in an out building for several years and was no longer 
seaworthy. The E-Team spent many hours restoring it, first rubbing it down, then 
painting it and treating the inside so it wouldn’t rot, before drilling holes to allow 
for drainage. We were delighted when Eardisland Art Group accepted the offer 
to decorate it and are indebted to Richard Batholomew, the group’s ‘teacher’ 
who personally spent nearly thirty hours painting it. With generous thanks to 
Hugh & Willi Lowe, the land owners, the boat was finally delivered on Saturday 
25

th
 May. Again this involved a great deal of planning and a deal of hard work by 

so many people, too many to mention everyone, but thanks to Connors’ for the 
loan of a trailer and gift of topsoil and David Wallis and his sons for shifting it! We 
think the result is both dramatic and colourful and offers a warm and pleasant 
feature for those using the car park.  

It would be unfair to the E Team members to close without giving them 
credit for the hours of voluntary work they have put in since the start of the year 
and even before. Pete Dedman, our ace wheelbarrow man, Sandy Ross and his 
able strimmer, Martin Croston and his woodstain, Alan Newcombe and his 
eagerness to get stuck in. To Ben Woodcock and Bryony Burn for the hours they 
have put in helping youngsters at the allotment. To those who help by watering 
tubs and public gardens and finally to all those who worked on their front 
gardens which so impressed the judges. Finally full credit to Dickie Preece who, 
often with help from Martin Richards, does a fantastic job keeping the public 
grassed areas looking smart and trim. 
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Sunflower Competition 
Pete Dedman and a friend will be out with the measuring stick early in 

August to discover the winner of this year’s tallest sunflower competition, so still 
time for some plant food to aid those vital extra inches. 
 

Phil Milchard   Eric Pilcher  Chris Watson 
 

 

Eardisland Village Show  2013 
at 

The Village Hall 

Saturday 7th September 2.00pm – 4.30pm 
Prizes will be awarded at 4.00pm 

Entry open to all Grand Raffle 
from 2pm. 

£1 admission charge for adults. 
Children free 

 

 
EARDISLAND CHILDREN’S ALLOTMENT 
 
Our aim for this month’s session was to create an insect hotel to encourage 
helpful insects (along with toads) to live in the allotment and eat pests. 

The children brought along lots of materials that insects would like to 
nest in, including: rotting wood, leaves, fir cones, straw, bark, sticks, hollow 
stems and broken flower pots. These were carefully stuffed into lengths of old 
pipe and the spaces in a stack of old pallets. Hopefully this will keep them dry and 
inviting for insects such as lacewings and hoverflies. 

We hunted out some insects (mainly woodlice) and looked at the water 
boatmen and tadpoles in the quickly establishing pond. We are grateful this 
month for the kind donation of some pond plants. 

The flourishing beds were also weeded and the tomatoes and cucumber 
supported in the greenhouse. 
There was still time left to have a play creating castles with some of the donated 
flower pots. 

Our next session is planned for Saturday 27
th 

July, when we will be 
digging up and counting potatoes and maybe even eating some other produce. 
 

Ben Woodcock 
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EARDISLAND COMMUNITY SHOP 
 
The 4th Annual General Meeting  was held on Wednesday 3rd July at the Village 
Hall, reviewing and reporting the year ending December 2012. 
 
Highlights of the meeting were: 
 

 The Shop achieved success against the 3 principal objectives of Service 
to the Community, Supporting Local Businesses and Running a Viable 
and Sustainable Enterprise. 

 The Shop opened for more than 2900 hours, an increase on previous 
years. 

 76% of all food sales came from local suppliers, most of them in 
Herefordshire. 

 A trading surplus of £3046, after tax, was generated. 

 During the year sales declined, due mainly to lack of visitors but tight 
control of costs reduced our overheads. 

 While it is necessary for us to make profits to cover costs and for future 
investment in the business we feel that with the knowledge we now 
have and the reserves built up we can lower our profit requirement for 
the future. 

 We began in 2012 to reduce our profit by absorbing price increases from 
suppliers or reducing the profit margin on selected products. We 
targeted basic products such as bread, cakes, milk, eggs, butter and ice 
cream. This activity will continue in 2013 and beyond. 

 
Last year it was agreed that we set up the Eardisland  Shop Community Fund to 
distribute part of our trading surplus through grants to support Parish groups and 
activities. To date this year we have provided grants to the Children’s Allotment 
Group and Eardisland In Bloom to the total of £260 to support their activities. We 
have also agreed to sponsor the setting up of a Wildlife Group for youngsters in 
the parish with an initial cost of £60 registration with the R.S.P.B. 
 The shareholders at the meeting voted unanimously to re-elect all 
current members of the committee for a further year. 
 The final item of the meeting was a huge vote of thanks to all the 
volunteers who make it possible for the Shop to operate as it does and without 
whom none of this success would have been possible. 
 

Albert Sheffield 
for Eardisland Community Shop Committee 
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TRIPS TO CLASSICAL MUSIC CONCERTS 
 

Tickets for the new season (September 2013– June 2014) have now been 
reserved at: Birmingham Symphony Hall and Birmingham Town Hall. 

 
All welcome to join us for just one or a selection from the proposed twelve! 

Some matinees, and some evening performances - varying prices 
Plus two longer day trips to include shopping or a chance to see the museum/art 

gallery 
Coach picks up: 

 Leominster Bus Station 
Hereford Courtyard Theatre 
Bromyard Conquest Theatre 

 
For full details of concert programmes and times please either: 

Email: mary.seldon@googlemail.com 
Phone: 01885 482543   

 
WEOBLEY THEATRE GOERS 
 
Book quickly for Singin’ in the Rain at the Cardiff Millennium Theatre, with 
central circle seats (rows E, F and G) on Thursday 12 December leaving Bell 
Square, Weobley at 11.00am for the 2.30pm performance. – the seats are going 
fast!  Tickets are £40 each to be paid by 8 September please. Cheques are 
preferable - to be made payable to Kate Best. 

Direct from the West End, this superbly enjoyable production of Singin' 
in the Rain is a smash hit with critics and audiences alike. It tells the story of the 
first Hollywood musical, when the silver screen found its voice and left silent 
movies - and some of its stars - behind. 

For further information and to book seats contact Kate Best on 01544 
318513 or bobkatebest@tiscali.co.uk 
 
EARDISLAND BOWLING CLUB 
 
The season is proving to be an enjoyable one both on and off the green. Until 
Sunday’s match at Ledbury, never a successful venue for us, the side had gone on 
an amazing eight game unbeaten run against club opposition, including wins at 
Hereford, Bulmers and Wellington.   

The new facilities are drawing very favourable comments from everyone 
who visits whilst club nights are regularly drawing 28 players, unheard of in the 
club’s recent history.  

mailto:mary.seldon@googlemail.com
mailto:bobkatebest@tiscali.co.uk
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It seems very premature to be talking about closing days but as the September 
magazine will not fall on to your doormat in time, it is appropriate to mention 
that the season draws to a close on Sunday 15

th
 September at 2pm when 

everyone is invited to join us for what has become our traditional barbecue.  
60’s & 70’s Disco – Saturday 24

th
 August 

Fundraising events are very much in the club’s thoughts and apart from the Train 
Day (see elsewhere for the Tantrum’s article) a 60’s / 70’s disco is being held in 
the village hall on the evening of Saturday 24

th
 August.  

Tickets are priced at £6, with food & drink available to purchase on the 
night. To reserve tickets please see any Eardisland bowler, including Pat Roche, 
Mavis & Doug Tantrum, Martin Richards, David Wallis, Alan Holloway or myself. 

 
Phil Milchard 

 
EARDISLANDIANA - A MISCELLANY OF THE HISTORY OF OUR PARISH. 
 
1760. Hinton: 
 
       Within the Court records of the Manor of Hinton in Eardisland is: 
Court Baron of Ann Crowther, widow, manor of Hinton, 18

th
 October 1760 

        
In this, after much else, is to be found: 
        
The Homage further Present and say that the boundaries of the said manor are as 
follows-(viz)  The said Manor is bounded on the East by a field of Mrs Crowthers 
called the great Field. On the West by a brook or Riverlet at the head of the Green 
or Comon at the Broome called Hintons Comon. Adjoining to a piece of land of 
Colonel Fitzroy called the White Field, to the gate on the road that leads to 
Pembridge. On the North to the River Pinsley, And the South by a Field of the Rt. 
Hon. the Ld. Viscount Bateman called the Broomway field. [From HRO O 58/2/xiii] 
 
1783. Parish Apprentices: 
 
At a Vestry Meeting held this 16

th
 Day of January 1783 it was agreed upon 

that....... It was also agreed upon that the following Persons & Places are liable to 
take apprentices 
       A list of ten names follows. Two of these have names of apprentices added, 
in different handwriting. A further two have the names of apprentices added but 
crossed through. The list is signed by four persons who attended the meeting; 
none of them included in the list itself: 
        John Evans of the Birches to have Walter Trumper 
        Henry Meredith of the Barewood 
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        William Moore Jun
r
 of Hardwick 

       Phillip Phillips of the Barrow house 
Mary Griffiths her name is then ruled through and marked   not to go 
John Parry of the Stitches 

        William Bounds of the Grovehouse 
        Mr. Waring of Twyford 
        M

 r
 Pyefinch of Hinton 

John Stephens 
        John Ross of the Nunhouse 

John Morris of the Folly to have Mary Jones Her name is ruled through 
and marked  not to go to Morris 

       Those listed as  Present  are: Edward Wall   Ja
 s
 Watkins   Tho 

s
 Davies   John 

Owens 
[ HRO AJ32/59] 
 
1630. Twyford: 
 
Edmond Whittington of Hattfield, esq., and John Whittington of Notgrove, Co. 
Glos., esq, his father sold to Henry Hyett of St John’s in Bedwardine, Co. Worcs., 
gent, John Collett of Hattfield, esq., and Henry Muntrich of Leigh, Co. Worcs. gent, 
for the Consideration of £1800, the manor of Twyford in the parish of 
Eardisland,the capital messuage called Twyford and Broome, and messuages and 
lands (specified lying dispersedly). The grantors appointed John Pasteshall and 
Richard Cresswell as their attornies. [HRO P48/-.] 
 
1755:        
 
Mr Rich

d.
Turbervile for the Broome  and John Digwill for his house at 

Hardwick....... 
       .......served as Overseers of the Poor and Churchwardens. [HRO AJ32/58]. 
 
1539 and 1542. Muster Rolls: 
 
        The names of those included from this parish have recently become 
available [Faraday M.A. (Ed.)  The Herefordshire Musters of 1539 and 1542]. 
       Whilst the list for 1539 covers, without interval, the whole parish, the 1542 
record has headings for Eardisland  (Ereslonde) and in a separate list, Hinton, 
Twyford and Burton (Hynton & Twyforde & Burton). 
       There are thirty four names on the 1539 list; in 1542 there are thirty five, all 
four manors taken together. Whilst many of the family names seen in 1539 are 
also there in 1542, they are not always the same individuals. For example, there 
is Watkyn Baker at the very top of the 1539 list and in the same list the third 
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name from the bottom is John Baker. In 1542, under the heading Ereslonde there 
is Water Baker jun and under the heading Hynton & Twyforde & Burton  there is 
John Baker. 
       In 1539 there are three members of the Kinnersley family, in 1542 there are 
four, all of them under the heading of Eardisland. Of the Trumper family three 
are listed in 1539, in 1542 only two. These are under the heading ‘Hinton and 
Twyford and Broome’. Other records that I am aware of suggest that whilst in 
later years the Trumper family were prominent in Eardisland itself, at earlier 
dates they appear to have been established only in the manor of Burton. 
       This comparison could continue for much longer than the Editor would 
welcome, but such a major endeavour  is not my present purpose.  
 
1950. Churchyard Extension: 
 
       Dated 12

th
 July 1950 G.C.Bosanquet released land from a mortgage in his 

favour to enable an extension of the churchyard towards the north west  to go 
ahead. On the same day B.S.Arkwright of the Court House conveyed the land, 
part of OS No.238, to the church authorities. This was recorded in the WI Book in 
1956: ...a piece of land was given in 1950 by Capt. Arkwright... It makes no 
mention of the fact that it was Bosanquet’s agreement to release the mortgage 
in the first place that enabled Arkwright to make the gift and so enable the 
extension to go ahead. 
       The Deed of Consecration of the extension by the Bishop of Hereford is dated 
27

th
 April 1952. [Sources: WI Book, page 74 and HRO  HD10/221].  

 
.......Finis....... 

 
George Alderson 

       
AND A BIT MORE FROM CHURCH MAGAZINES 
 
For those of you who have children and don't know it, 

we have a nursery downstairs.  

 
Next Thursday there will be try-outs for the choir. 

They need all the help they can get.  

 
At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic will 

be 'What Is Hell?' Come early and listen to our choir 

practice. 

  



29 
 

THE EARDISLAND ORAL HISTORY GROUP: AN ANNIVERSARY 
 

Twenty years ago, in May 1993, a small group met in the White Swan to 
discuss the idea that an investigation into the social history of 
Eardisland should be undertaken. Gill Richards, Pat Roche, Jenny and 
John Gittoes, Peter Glenn, Brian and Tina Powell and Paul Selfe were at 
this first meeting. Others joined as the project got underway, including 
Cathy Dyer, Dave Gittoes and Joan Close.  

 
The idea arose when Brian Powell (who was born and brought up in the village, 
but who now lives in Orleton) showed me his collection of historic postcard views 
of Eardisland a few weeks before. There were many late Victorian and Edwardian 
cards. It was instructive to see the ways in which some areas of the village had 
changed (the mill next to the Dovecot had gone as had the shop on the river bank 
and the village post office in Adlen House). Also, to see that other places and 
buildings were still easily identifiable. This led me to think that it was important 
to record the memories of people who had seen the ebb and flow of village life 
over time. At the meeting we agreed to undertake an oral history (which none of 
us had ever done before).  A list of possible interviewees was drawn up by those 
who had a good knowledge of village life and who knew personally many of those 
who would have the information we required.  We armed ourselves with small 
tape recorders and between meetings undertook interviews with those prepared 
to assist.  Each month we met in the White Swan and listened to the interviews 
that had been completed. Each was one or two sides of a 45minute tape which 
was duly transcribed.  

The details that emerged over the year were fascinating. We were able 
to talk to people whose memories in some cases went back into the late Victorian 
period. One lady, Mrs Hall (once of Arrow Mill farm), was aged 101 when she was 
interviewed. She described attending the village school in the 1890s and recalled 
long forgotten teachers. She described the festive day the Clowes family returned 
to Burton Court in 1902 and also the day in 1918 when news came through that 
their only son had been killed in France. She saw Mrs Clowes pass through the 
village in a horse and trap and described the effect of the occasion on everyone.  

 In addition to the interviews we also gathered many fascinating 
photographs and items of memorabilia. For example, in the course of talking to 
Mary Blatchford, she produced from a drawer the cricket score book for the 
village club for the summer of 1938. She also turned to one of her diaries which 
described how the snow of the harsh winter of 1947 started on 16

th
 January and 

scarcely stopped until the end of March. We gathered important information 
from about 50 respondents to whom we always provided a copy of the 
transcribed interview to ensure that their words had been recorded accurately. 
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Those we spoke to were able to describe how the old culture known to their 
parents and grandparents had changed dramatically. Our aim was to try to view 
village life as once it was through the eyes of those who observed change.  Many 
had strong memories of life between the two world wars when the village was 
described as a largely self-sufficient place with shops, post office, garage, 
undertaker, builder, a nurse, many small holders, who provided milk, vegetables 
and cider; large successful  hop yards and  a miller. There were bell ringers led by 
the renowned Leslie Evans. There was a school at the heart of village life with 
more than 60 pupils (which closed in 1979). In addition, there were cricket, 
football and tennis clubs, all of which were well supported, until the war required 
the ground to be ploughed; only the cricket club subsequently re-appeared in 
post war years on various sites.  

In addition to the facts about changing village life, we also wanted to 
know what people thought about the spirit of community and the factors that 
shaped it and the extent to which it remained or had been replaced by a more 
individualistic culture. It led to the question, ‘was there a golden age when village 
life was more unified, when everyone knew everyone and participated in 
communal events, in a warm and supportive way?’ Many did report their 
memories in this way. But whilst there were a lot of happy recollections of day to 
day life, especially as children, growing up in the fields and swimming in the ford, 
there were also stories of incidents which reflected the often harsh conditions 
that prevailed. Estate workers lost their homes on the death of the employee 
with widow and children obliged to move elsewhere; people who could not look 
after themselves went to the work-house in Weobley in this period; the school 
log books revealed many incidents of serious misbehaviour and vandalism. Some 
teachers were well loved (especially Mrs Davies, wife of the postmaster, in Adlen 
House) others were feared by some and admired by others. Tommy Wood in 
charge of the school from 1901-1940 was seen by some to be a strict but 
effective teacher; others were inhibited by his approach. We could see that for 
some village life in this earlier period was not always harmonious and positive.  

The material was gathered for a year and our files began to bulge, so 
that by the end of 1994, we agreed to see if we could publish our findings. We 
were able to obtain small grants and also the goodwill of local people who agreed 
to purchase a copy in advance of publication. In this way were able to cover the 
costs of publication. We used the services of a small printing company then based 
in Leominster (now in Ludlow). The result was the little green book ‘Eardisland, 
an oral History’ which appeared in late 1995. This was launched with an 
exhibition of memorabilia gathered in the course of the project to date, held in 
the village hall. We had 1000 copies printed and the book was well received in 
the community and only a few copies are left.  The work of the OHG continued 
for a few more years; we produced a video ‘Hidden Eardisland’ about the 
traditions and customs of this village (1999) and by 2000 a broader history group 
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was established. The Archaeological Project Group was formed which in turn 
undertook projects guided by Hereford County Archaeology service; and two 
further films were completed relating to the social history of the village. These 
included something of its more ancient history, which is still being investigated.  
Looking back, it is apparent that there are many advantages to be gained from 
having an active history group in any village. Apart from recording memories from 
‘key witnesses’ to social change, there may be other benefits. In our case, we 
uncovered the historic AA Box in John Gittoes’ garden, which was ultimately 
restored and now takes pride of place in the village car park. Following the 
discovery that the first cricket match in Eardisland occurred in 1866, we played a 
celebratory anniversary match in 1996 on the same old cricket meadow with two 
teams made up of village enthusiasts. The first ball was bowled by Bill Blatchford 
who played for the Burton Court team before the war and this was faced by Harry 
Davies, now in his 90s, who opened the batting for the same team in the 1930s. 
This match was so successful in generating interest that by 1999 a new Cricket 
Club was formed which played successfully until 2009. The Club was immortalised 
in a very amusing chapter in Tim Heald’s book ‘Village Cricket’, in 2006. 

The oral historian has a very privileged access to information which quite 
often no one else has had. There may be nothing written anywhere about the 
details a respondent is revealing.  One very elderly lady showed us a silver plaque 
she had been given in 1912 for having attended the village school for 5 years 
without missing a single day, with a letter of commendation from the local MP of 
the time.  Another interviewee, Bob Olausen, who was visiting the village with his 
wife Peggy, who had been born and bred here, was able to tell us how as  a young 
man of 17 he had been a gunner on board HMS Achilles which helped to sink and 
destroy the German battleship Graf Spee in 1939. He provided a firsthand 
account of the Battle of the River Plate. Peggy still provides us with important 
memories of village life, from time to time. 

The project enabled us to gain insights into the changing social history of 
the village and a greater understanding of how the community has developed 
and altered, and something of the lives of people otherwise forgotten.  Oral 
historians are sometimes challenged as to the accuracy of the data gathered. For 
example, some recalling the school teacher Tommy Wood, said he died in 1940, 
others in 1941, others couldn’t remember exactly. But he was clearly an 
important person in their lives. We were not gathering the data for reasons of 
‘historical fact’, but for the significance of events in the lives of the interviewees.  
People were recalling events, often from the distant past; what they were telling 
us is how they   impacted on their lives. They told  stories of evacuees, the heavy 
American equipment that damaged the bridge, the dances held in the school, 
sometimes attended by prisoners of war, the sporting events at various times in 
the 1930s,  which were  often described by different people in slightly different 
ways. We were privileged to find out their significance and how people and 
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events were perceived by those whose lives they touched at that time. It all 
helped to build a detailed picture of life in an earlier time and enabled us to 
reconsider the similarities and differences which were first raised by viewing  the 
wonderful postcard collection of Brian Powell.  

Paul Selfe 
 

 
St John the Baptist and St Alkmund Church 

AYMESTREY 
 

A Patchwork of Flowers 
To include Quilted Biblical Blocks 

 

16-17-18 August 2013 
10am-5pm 

History Exhibition in Village Hall 
Refreshments available 

Further details Meg Thorpe 01568780384 
Glenys Price 01568708085 

 
 

 
 
THE COURTYARD’S SENIOR YOUTH THEATRE PRESENT SHAKESPEARE’S COMEDY 
OF ERRORS 
 

Thursday 25 – Saturday 27 July, 7.30pm  
Tickets £12.50, Concessions £10 

Box Office: 01432 340555 
 
The Courtyard’s Senior Youth Theatre present William Shakespeare’s loved 
comedy about two sets of twins accidentally separated at birth.  The twins then 
both end up in the town of Ephesus causing much mayhem and mischief through 
constant mistaken identities and confusions. 

When one set of twins encounters the friends, family and spouses of the 
other, many comical happenings take place, such as wrongful beatings, near 
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seductions, public arrests and accusations of infidelity.  The play comically 
delivers themes of madness and possession through the bard’s penned words. 

Adding a further dimension to the play is the modern interpretation the 
Senior Youth Theatre has used to tell the story.  Removed from the ancient 
setting in which it was first imagined and put in to the superficial modern day, 
the adaptation deals with more complex modern themes of beauty, vanity and 
prejudice.  
 
Comedy of Errors is at The Courtyard in the Main House from Thursday 25 to 
Saturday 27 July at 7.30pm.  For more information or to book tickets, visit the 
website www.courtyard.org.uk or call the Box Office on 01432 340555.  
 
WEATHER NOTES 
 

The weather news is that there is almost no news! May 
and June taken together were, in many ways, typical of 
early summer. After April’s low rainfall mentioned in the 
last notes, May made up the shortfall with 69mm 
(above the month’s norm). June was on the dry side 
with only 28.6mm. The temperature was a little down 
on the expected level, but it seemed colder owing to 
the very windy conditions which have prevailed so far 
this year. July has opened hot and dry. 

Peter Glenn 
 

 
 
  

http://www.courtyard.org.uk/
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DEMOCRACY FIRST – YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE 
 

 Are you worried about how changes in services will affect those living in 
your local area? 

•      Would you like to take a more active role within your community? 
 
Over the past year we have seen increasing opportunities for Parish and Town 
Councils to take more responsibility for the running of their communities.  
Herefordshire is 100% parished which means that the infrastructure is in place 
for everyone to play a part. 
 

This means YOU!  You can make a difference!! 
 
Herefordshire Association of Local Councils (HALC) is currently running a project 
funded through Vital Herefordshire LEADER programme, which encourages 
people to work more closely with their Town and Parish Councils for the benefit 
of their local area. 
 
The project offers information, training and support for Town and Parish Councils 
and for local people who would like to get more involved in their communities.   
 
If you would like to be more involved in the work of your Town/Parish Council, 
either by putting yourself forward to become a Councillor, or by simply working 
closer together then the Democracy First project can help you to achieve that. 
 
If you would like more information, or for a friendly, informal chat please contact 
Lynda Wilcox, Chief Executive, HALC on the Democracy First Information line 
01432 355701 or by email on Lynda@halchereford.gov.uk Lynda is also very 
willing to come out to give a talk to local community groups and if you feel this 
would be useful please contact her. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Lynda@halchereford.gov.uk


35 
 

 
 
  
 

 



36 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 



37 
 

 

 
 

 
 



38 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 



39 
 

 

 
 



40 
 

 

 
 

 



41 
 

 

       
 



42 
 

 

 
 
 

 



43 
 

 
 
 

 



44 
 

 
 
 
 

 



45 
 

 

 

 
 



46 
 

 
 
AND EVEN MORE FROM CHURCH MAGAZINES 
 
Eight new choir robes are currently needed due to the 

addition of several new members and to the 

deterioration of some older ones. 

--------------------------  
Please place your donation in the envelope along with 

the deceased person you want remembered. 

--------------------------  
The church will host an evening of fine dining, super 

entertainment and gracious hostility.  

-------------------------- 
Pot-luck supper Sunday at 5:00 PM - prayer and 

medication to follow. 

--------------------------  
The ladies of the Church have cast off clothing of 

every kind. They may be seen in the basement on Friday 

afternoon.  

--------------------------  
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HEREFORD CIDER MUSEUM 

CIDERMAKING FESTIVAL 
19

th
 & 20

th
 October 2013 

Demonstrations of Traditional Cidermaking: Master cidermaker Ralph Owen will 
be demonstrating the traditional way of making cider using a portable mill and 
press powered by tractor engine.   
 
Coopering Demonstrations: Learn about the old craft of coopering. 
Demonstrations provided by the Wadworth Brewery.  

Blacksmith Demonstrations: Steve Mitchell will be giving demonstrations 
throughout the weekend. Steve is a Licencate of the Worshipful Company of 
Blacksmiths and Blacksmithing lecturer at Holme Lacy College. 
 
Beekeeping: Traditional orchards contained a lot more than just apple trees – 
there were usually sheep or cattle grazing and most important of all, there were 
beehives to ensure that the apple blossom was pollinated in order to produce a 
good crop of fruit.  Beekeeping is a craft closely associated with cidermaking and 
experts will be on hand to offer advice. 
 
Woodturning Demonstrations: Demonstrations and “have a go” sessions in 
traditional green woodworking skills using orchard tree wood for carving, pole 
lathe turning and cleaving. 

Apple Display: Apple Day is celebrated on 21
st

 October each year, and throughout 
the Cidermaking Festival there will be a display of the many different varieties of 
apples grown.  
 
RSPB: For help and information relating to conservation of birds and wildlife in 
gardens. 
 
RSPCA : Talk to the experts about animal care and rehoming and learn about the 
essential work they undertake. 
 
Tutored Cider Tastings: Learn how to detect the constituents of cider from 
Master Cidermakers on both days and how to recognise the different aromas and 
characteristics of the many ciders on offer. 
 
And much more - but no more space!  Ed.  
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CONTACTS 
EDITORIAL 

 
CHRIS BIVAND  Arrow Bank, Eardisland, Leominster, HR6 9BT 
     01544 – 388375 
   Email:  chrisbivand@bivand.freeserve.co.uk  
 

ADVERTISING 

For all matters relating to advertising in this magazine, please contact: 

 

PATRICIA GILL 

 01544 – 320364 

Email parishads@btinternet.com  

 
DISTRIBUTION MANAGER 

 
PHIL MILCHARD 

       01544 388097 
Email pmilchard@btinternet.com  

 
This edition of the Eardisland Parish Magazine was printed by 

Leominster Community Resource Centre 

 

Published by Eardisland Parish Council.  The Parish Council Liaison Officer is James Miller 
( jmiller114@btinternet.com )    01544-388454.  

Views expressed are those of individual contributors and not necessarily those of 
Eardisland Parish Council. The Eardisland Parish Magazine is published by Eardisland 

Parish Council without inserts. 
 

The Eardisland Parish Magazine is posted online in pdf format: 
 

Please visit: www.eardisland.org.uk  
 

Unlike the printed version, most photographs and some advertisements appear in colour. 
You may need to download Adobe Acrobat reader, which you can find on the web by 
using Google. The program is entirely free. 
 

 
Copy date for the next edition of the Eardisland Parish Magazine: 

 

FRIDAY 6th SEPTEMBER 2013 

mailto:chrisbivand@bivand.freeserve.co.uk
mailto:parishads@btinternet.com
mailto:pmilchard@btinternet.com
mailto:jmiller114@btinternet.com
http://www.eardisland.org.uk/

