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YOUR CHRISTMAS 
MESSAGES 

 
 

 Annette, Jerry, Abbie and Tristan Blyth would like to 
wish all their friends and neighbours a joyous 
Christmas season 

 We wish all our friends and neighbours in Eardisland a 
very happy and peaceful Christmas and New Year. 
From Jo and Ian Watson, The Old Post Office. 

 Mary Blatchford wishes you all a very happy 
Christmas and a happy New Year. 

 Kathleen and Barry Freeman wish everyone a very 
happy Christmas and a peaceful and healthy New 
Year. 

 Richard and Rita Kirby would like to wish everyone a 
very happy Christmas and a happy, healthy and 
peaceful New Year. 

 Bert and Wendy Priday wish everyone a very happy 
Christmas and New Year. 

 Christmas greetings to our friends and neighbours and 
best wishes for the New Year, from John and Patsy 
Greene. 

 Ruth and Chris send  seasonal greetings from Arrow 
Bank to all our friends in Eardisland and around.  

 Peter and Dorothy Brown send to everyone their best 
wishes for Christmas and the New Year. 

 

Donations to good causes include: Royal British Legion, 
Eardisland and Kingsland Hospice Friends’ Group (St 

Michael’s Hospice), Cancer Research UK, Age Concern, 
NSPCC, National Autistic Society, UK Alzheimer’s Society, 
Cancer Research, MacMillan Cancer Support and Prostate 

Cancer UK, Water Aid, Action Medical Research and 
Martha House 
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EDITORIAL 
 

Through the village grapevine I’m sure you now know of the sad death of Peter 
Glenn; the obituary is on page 6. Peter was a good friend and was due to join us 
for Christmas dinner, sadly not now to be. However, out of this may come some 
good. There is a meeting in the Village Hall to discuss ways that people on their 
own in the village have a contact. The meeting’s details are on page 8. Please 
come if you can, it’s an important piece of village life. This is not about older 
people, it’s about anybody on their own - accidents can happen to both young 
and old.  

Speaking of which, my wife, Ruth Brinton-Bivand, started a campaign, 
E-Driver, whilst she was Deputy Principal of Hereford Sixth Form College, to 
educate new drivers and their passengers about the dangers they face on the 
roads. The accident rate in Herefordshire is amongst the worst in the country. 
This has now been taken up at Ministerial level and the educational programme 
could be rolled out over the country. I do hope so; as a retired Senior Tutor from 
a sixth form college, I can say through experience, that going to the funeral of an 
18 year old student is deeply upsetting. 
 It seems that the church is about (at the time of writing) to appoint a 
new Priest-in-Charge, Julie Read. She should be confirmed in the post by 
Christmas. I’m sure that you will join me in wishing her well in her Ministry. 

Phil Milchard has thanked those who deliver the magazine in his piece 
on page 9. I would like to extend thanks to all those who, on an entirely voluntary 
basis, contribute to the magazine. It’s basically a big jig-saw puzzle - each bit, 
however big or small, depends on the all the other parts. Without people 
working in tandem there would be no magazine. 
 I hope you have a good Christmas. Happy New Year! 

Chris Bivand 
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 SERVICES AT CHURCH OF ST MARY THE VIRGIN, EARDISLAND 
 
Priest:   Rev. Julie Read 
   (working Tuesday/Thursday/Sunday) 
    07968926783 
   rev.julie@btinternet.com 
 
Churchwarden:       Beryl Hoda, Arrow Lawn, Eardisland 
       Tel: 01544 388131   
Deputy Churchwarden:                      Richard Kirby 01544 388810  
Deputy Churchwarden and Treasurer:       Peter Brown 01544 388389 
Deputy Churchwarden and Organist:         Annette Blyth 01544 388241 
 

Please see the Prime Rota in the church porch for further details. 
 

List of church services.  All services at St. Mary’s, Eardisland, unless otherwise 
stated. 

 
Sunday 1st December  
Advent Sunday  9.30am            Holy Communion 

4pm           Benefice Advent and Angels 
Service at Kingsland 

                                                           Church with Children from 
                                                           Kingsland School 
Sunday 8

th
 December             9.30am           Matins 

Sunday 15
th

 December           9.30am           Holy Communion 
Sunday 22

nd
 December          6.30 pm    Carol Service 

Tuesday 24
th

 December         11.30 pm    Midnight Mass 
Wednesday 25

th
 December            9.30am          Christmas Day 

                                                            Family Communion 
Sunday 29

th
 December          11.00am         Benefice Communion at 

                                                            Kingsland Church 
Sunday 5

th
 January                   9.30am            Holy Communion 

Sunday 12
th

 January                  9.30am           Matins 
Sunday 19

th
  January                  9.30am          Holy Communion 

                                            6.30 pm     Taize Service with Children 
                                                                 from Kingsland School 
Sunday 26

th
 January                  9.30am             Holy Communion 

 
 
  

mailto:rev.julie@btinternet.com
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EARDISLAND VILLAGE DIARY 2013/2014 
 

Thursday 28
th

 November Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Friday 29
th

 November Carolling & Crumpets, see page 32 

Friday 6
th

 December Local Link, 2.00pm, VH. See page 8 

Friday 6
th

 December Christmas Concert, see page 10 

Saturday 7
th

 December Christmas Sale - see page 9 

Sunday 8
th

 December  Hereford Santa Run & Santa 10K, High Town, Hereford. 
Contact 01432 355111 

Sunday 8
th

 December Raise your Voice Singing Workshop, Leominster Priory. 
Contact 01432 355111 

23
rd

 December - January 2
nd

  Shop Opening Times 

2014  

Thursday 2
nd

 January Police Surgery, Village Shop, 3.00 - 4.00pm 

Friday 10
th

 January COPY DATE FOR PARISH MAGAZINE 

Sunday 2
nd

 March Weobley Cricket, see page 39 

Saturday 12
th

 April Bowling Season starts 

Friday 23
rd

 - Monday 26
th

 May ETA. French visit to Eardisland 

Saturday 6
th

 September Village Show, page 25 

 
The Village Diary dates above, together with the magazine dates below, form the 
structure of village activities for 2014 - I will update the diary as more dates are 
known. If you are planning an event, please check the diary so we don’t get a 
clash of dates. Ben Woodcock and I work closely together, so dates are 
consistent in the magazine and village website. Contact: ben@eardisland.org.uk 
or chrisbivand@bivand.freeserve.co.uk. 
  
EARDISLAND PARISH MAGAZINE COPY DATES - 2014 
 

Copy Date Probable Distribution Date 

Friday 10
th

 January Friday 24
th

 January 

Friday 7
th

 March Friday 21
st

 March 

Friday 2
nd

 May Friday 23
rd

 May 

Friday 4
th

 July Friday 18
th

 July 

Friday 12
th

 September Friday 26
th

 September 

Friday 7
th

 November Friday 21
st

 November 

 
Please note that the distribution dates depend on a number of variables, not 
least of which is that nothing gets printed if the machinery breaks down. If your 
date is very close to the projected distribution date, please err on the side of 
caution and put your date in the diary as soon as possible.  

mailto:ben@eardisland.org.uk
mailto:chrisbivand@bivand.freeserve.co.uk
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OBITUARY 
 
PETER GLENN 

 
Peter Glenn, who died 
aged 83 on Thursday 7

th
 

November following an 
accident at home, was a 
remarkable man in many 
respects. I first met Peter 
in 1997 when we moved 
into the village (then 
renting a flat in the 
Manor House) and 
quickly realised that he 
was a man of very 
considerable intellectual 
curiosity. In his 
professional life, Peter 
worked as a Curator at 
the Victoria and Albert 
Museum and 
subsequently at the 
Bethnal Green Museum, 
where Peter lived in a 
tied apartment before 
moving to Eardisland 
upon retirement. 

In addition to his 
extraordinarily broad 

range of intellectual interests, Peter was an enthusiastic tennis and squash player 
and for many years, organised the leagues at his squash club. Despite this 
metropolitan life, he was always a lover of the countryside and a knowledgeable 
gardener, assisting his sister (now deceased) in creating and maintaining her 
large garden in Kent. 

He retired early and took up long distance challenge walking in events 
up to 100 miles, and running many marathons and half-marathons all over the 
country. He moved to the village in 1987 and set about creating a cottage garden 
of his own with many species of roses, alongside exploring the hills of 
Herefordshire and Shropshire, the Black Mountains, the Brecon Beacons and 
Radnor Forest. He was a member of CAMRA and combined his ramblings with 
searching out pubs that served the best real ale. His energetic life was slowed by 
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a heart attack and subsequent bypass surgery in 1995, since when he developed 
his love of books and the arts, particularly music and poetry, good food - Peter 
was a competent and adventurous cook - and good wines. He was happy 
spending long evenings reading or listening to music by his much-loved wood 
fire. Peter never owned a television! 

Although a private person, Peter always contributed to village life. He 
took over as Editor of the Eardisland Parish News (now Magazine) for issue 
number 10, November 1991, after the sudden death of the editorial founder, 
Tom Sabine. In those days, household computers were rare and expensive, so 
Peter dutifully collected copy, typed it up on an ancient typewriter, and stuck the 
bits together like a jigsaw to make up the final copy - a tedious and time-
consuming process. For a time, I helped by typing odd pages on a computer and 
doing the layout with one of these new-fangled devices, now so common. 
Eventually, it became clear to Peter that local magazines could realistically only 
be done with modern technology, and he was somewhat relieved to edit the last 
edition, number 63, for Christmas 2000. 

It makes fascinating reading to see these earlier magazines, much of 
which would resonate today. Pleas for people to clear up their dog’s mess, pleas 
for money and pleas for copy (the latter is no longer so much of a problem with 
email etc.). Since I was appointed Editor the whole method of doing this work has 
changed dramatically, but to the end, Peter contributed his weather reports and 
took a great interest in what I was doing. His advice was always welcome. 

Since the inception of the village community shop, Peter has been both 
a regular and valued volunteer, as well as a frequent customer. Through the 
medium of the shop, Peter maintained many social contacts which he enjoyed 
immensely. Peter was also an accomplished chess player and ran a Chess Club in 
the village. 

Peter’s encyclopaedic knowledge seemed to know few bounds - he 
could speak with knowledge on wines and the best vintages, art and sculpture. If 
I asked him a question about a butterfly I’d seen, he’d be on the phone almost 
immediately with “I think it’s probably a . . .”. His appreciation of roses was 
extraordinary, although he preferred his rose-filled garden to be in a natural, 
rather than manicured, state. 

Peter left instructions that he wished for a private, ecologically sound, 
burial. Peter will be missed by many. He is survived by two nieces. 

 
Chris Bivand 

With a little help from Peter’s friends 
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LOCAL LINK 
 
Peter Glenn was found because he failed to turn up for an appointment and 
wasn't answering his phone. This alerted concerned friends and neighbours who 
then investigated. 
 In the light of this experience we would like views from villagers about 
forming a 'local link' to make sure no one in our community feels vulnerable, 
particularly with winter on its way. 
 If you have any ideas or thoughts on this, please join us for an informal 
chat in the village hall on Friday 6th December at 2.00pm. 

 

 
EARDISLAND LOCAL LINK 

 
Friday 6th December 

2pm 
Eardisland Village Hall 

 
Please join us for a chat to discuss thoughts 
and ideas on creating a ‘Local Link’ between 

parishioners. 
 

It is hoped that together we can initiate a 
friendly neighbour scheme open to anyone, 

particularly those living alone, as winter  
approaches.  
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PARISH MAGAZINE DISTRIBUTOR WANTED – GREEN ELMS 
 
After many years of great service Pat Roche has decided to retire from her role as 
parish magazine distributor for the Green Elm area. Pat is a real village stalwart 
and on behalf of everyone I would like to offer her our thanks for all she has done 
and continues to do within the parish.  This now leaves a hole which needs filling 
urgently as Pat, like most distributors, has no deputy. There are 30 magazines to 
be delivered six times a year, which probably takes little more than twenty 
minutes, possibly longer if you like a chat! If you feel you could help out PLEASE 
get in touch with me on 388097. No CV or Criminal Record check is required and 
I’m afraid the pay is not the best (£0), but you do get a little satisfaction in that 
you are carrying out a worthwhile role for the benefit of others. 
 With Christmas approaching, I would like to say thank you to every 
distributor in the parish for their great efforts in ensuring this magazine is 
delivered to every home throughout the year. Please take a bow, Diane Wolland, 
Kath Morgan, Jayne Wareham, Ben Woodcock, Lottie James, Rita Kirby, John 
Hope, Paul Selfe, David Wallis and of course Pat. Remember there are plenty of 
spare copies which are held in both the church and dovecote should you require 
one.  

Phil Milchard 
RIDE AND STRIDE 
 

David and Dian Cope would like to thank all who sponsored them this  
year for the Historic Churches Ride and Stride, between us we collected £150.00 
which will be divided between the Historic Churches Fund and St Mary’s Church 
Eardisland. Thank you everyone. Best wishes, Dian and David Cope. 
 

CHRISTMAS SALE 
 

CHRISTMAS SALE OF ARTS AND CRAFTS 
 

VILLAGE HALL ON SATURDAY 7TH DECEMBER 
 

11.00AM - 3PM 
 

CONTACT GILL RICHARDS 01544 388323 
(Tables £3.00 for 4 foot table) 
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St Mary’S ChriStMaS ConCert 
With 

the Britten Singers 
 

 

Directed by Pamela White 
Friday 6th December 7.30pm 

 
Ticket £10 includes Wine & Canapés 

01544 388810 or 01544 388131 
or from the village shop 
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SEPTEMBER FLOWER FESTIVAL WEEKEND 
 
It was quite an ambitious programme. A Flower Festival, Riverside Open Gardens, 
a  concert in the Church, refreshments in the Village Hall and finally a Songs of 
Praise on Sunday evening, all on the same weekend. But to the great delight of all 
who had put so much effort into it, every event was an  unqualified success. 

The Flower Festival itself, organised so brilliantly by Esther Simpson and 
Wendy Priday, was absolutely amazing. The theme was ‘Anniversary’ and each 
flower arrangement was so different, so original.  And there were so many of 
them -  stunning floral displays, each one a testament to the art of the flower 
arranger. Thank you to all who took part for making our church look so beautiful. 

Five property owners opened their riverside gardens and our sincere 
thanks go to them for all the time and effort they put in. Delicious refreshments 
for the visitors to the gardens and the Flower Festival were provided by a team 
led by Mrs. Pat Smith. Many thanks to all of you.    

On Saturday evening it was wonderful to see the space created by re-
ordering the church put to good use. The Brecon and District Male Voice Choir 
performed a varied programme of songs and were all one expects from a Welsh 
male voice choir. Miss Emma Powell, from a local family, and now studying 
singing in Cardiff, showed off her gorgeous voice with a selection from the world 
of opera, stage musical and jazz. In was in every way a really great evening and 
much appreciated by all who came. Once again, our thanks to those who 
performed and those who organised such a special event. 

The Songs of Praise rounded off a superb weekend. Especially enjoyed 
were the musical renditions of our priest Julie Read and her son, and the specially 
chosen hymns and poetry. 

Was it worth all the effort? Absolutely! Over £3000 was raised towards 
church funds. Every penny is much needed to keep our church running and also 
to pay off debts incurred by the refurbishment. However, although raising money 
was an important factor of the event, of equal importance was the bringing 
together of so many in the community. Organisers, performers, helpers, 
supporters all came together to provide the village with a memorable weekend. 

 
Beryl Hoda 

 
HARVEST FESTIVAL 
 
This year the Harvest Festival took on a different format. Instead of an evening 
service followed by a meal, the PCC took the decision to organize a lunch 
following the main Sunday Harvest Service. Over 50 people attended both the 
service and the ploughman’s lunch which followed. I must say the reaction to the 
change has been extremely positive. Everyone seemed to think that both the 



12 
 

service and the lunch had been a great success. We asked for gifts of food for the 
Leominster Community Larder, which provides emergency food parcels for those 
in need in our area. We also took a collection in church for the charity ‘Farm 
Africa’ which provides support to farmers in the Third World. Well over a £100s 
worth of tins and packets were delivered to the larder and a cheque for over 
£200 has been sent to ‘Farm Africa’. Thank you all for your generosity. 

 
Beryl Hoda 

 

FROM THE REV JULIE READ 
 
When I came to minister amongst you last 
spring, it was as a part time locum post, to 
help  whilst there was no vicar. I thought 
that my stay would be for a few months and 
that our ways would part. Foolish 
assumption! I have been drawn in, hopefully 
by God, and definitely by the kindness and 
care of the parishes here and it looks like I’m 
here to stay….. full time! There will be an 
official licensing service sometime, hopefully 
before Christmas, in Eardisland and I hope 
some of you will come along to that and 
make sure that I swear the correct oaths and 
see what can be hoped for from having me 
as your priest-in-charge! I’m delighted and 

excited and I hope that you are too. 
There were quite a few “hopes” in that last paragraph and hope is an 

advent theme…. Hope  that in the end of all time, all will be well, and as we come 
again to retell the birth of Jesus at Christmas, that we might hear the story again 
and it might give us hope for the coming year.  Do come along to the carol 
service, midnight mass and/or the Christmas Day service and put Christmas back 
in perspective.  

The angel said to the shepherds “Fear not, for I bring you good tidings of 
great joy that will be for all people. Today in the town of David a Saviour has 
been born, he is Christ, the Lord”. Many people live in fear and need to hear 
good news….especially we remember those in the Philippines who are struggling 
for their lives and will be over the Christmas Season. As we make our 
preparations…. may we be mindful of our neighbours both near and far. 

May I wish you all a very merry Christmas and peace both near and far 
in the coming year. 
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YOUR SHOP  

 

Please help to keep this invaluable asset to our 
village open by volunteering for just one hour 

whenever you can. 
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VOLUNTEERING IN EARDISLAND COMMUNITY SHOP 
 

Your questions answered and ‘myths’ exposed! 
 

‘I don’t want to commit to a set day each week.’ 
There is no need to commit to a set time or day each week. Some of our 
volunteers have regular shifts they like to work but most fill in an odd hour here 
or there depending on their personal circumstances.  
‘I do not know what I am doing from day to day so I cannot commit to working in 
the shop.’ 
There is no need to commit in advance unless you want to. 1 hour slots often still 
need filling that very day. Just phone the shop between 8am and 9am to find out 
what’s available.  
‘I’d never be able to manage the till or scales.’ 
Most of our volunteers felt the same at first! Our till and scales are very basic and 
easy to use and help and training is always available. You would never be left on 
your own until you were confident at using both.  
‘I think it would be boring!’ 
Working in the shop is anything but boring! Yes there are times when it is quiet 
and you many have very few customers, but our volunteers find plenty to do and 
many bring a book with them in case – often taken home without having been 
opened! 
There always appears to be a volunteer in the shop so I assume I’m not needed.  
Far from it! The shop has some brilliant volunteers who will always fill in the odd 
hour when needed if they can. But the longer the list of volunteers the less shifts 
need to be covered. 
It’s not a job for a man! 
A large percentage of our volunteers are men! Many of them felt that it wasn’t 
‘man’s work’ and were roped in by their wives! They soon realised that it was a 
great way to spend an hour and are often the first to volunteer. 
What if I can’t do a shift I’ve already signed up for? 
Not a problem! Pop into the shop and cross your name out of the diary and a 
replacement will be found. If something crops up on that day and you can’t make 
it, ring the shop giving as much notice as you can. 
 
Remember: Our shop is a vital link for some of our community. No other village 
shop that is run totally by volunteers is open for the hours that ours is. Let’s help 
keep it that way! 

EARDISLAND VILLAGE COMMUNITY SHOP COMMITTEE 
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EARDISLAND COMMUNITY SHOP 
 

Elsewhere in this magazine is an obituary for Peter Glenn, it would however be 
remiss of me not to add a few words on behalf of the Shop Committee and our 
volunteers.  
 From the day we opened the shop Peter was a great supporter both as a 
customer and a volunteer.  As a volunteer he was what every voluntary 
organisation craves for, availability and dependability. 
 Peter filled in a slot almost every day from when we opened and very 
often did more than one if we were short of volunteers. On the day of his 
accident the fact that he did not show for his time in the shop and did not 
respond to phone calls led to somebody going to his house and finding him, such 
was the reliability of Peter something had to be amiss. 
 For all of us who got to know more of Peter over the last three and a half 
years our lives were enriched by the experience, he will be greatly missed by all 
of us. 
 The Shop has always prided itself on its support for local businesses, it is 
one of our key objectives and over 75% of our food sales come from producers 
within 30 miles of the shop and the bulk of them from Herefordshire. 
In the past few weeks two of our local meat suppliers have ceased their retail 
operations as they struggle to meet the rising costs of producing top quality 
product, coupled with the imports of ‘cheap’ food from abroad much distributed 
by our supermarket groups.  
 These are Herefordshire families who have farmed for generations and 
as a county that depends on farming I worry that this is only the tip of the 
iceberg. Both businesses had given us great product and service from the day we 
opened.  
 However as always this provides an opportunity for another supplier and 
our sausages, bacon, ham and sausage rolls are now supplied by Tudge’s of 
Richards Castle who I know are familiar to many of you. We will be selling their 
product at the same price that they do on their market stalls. 
Tudge’s are also prepared to take orders for Xmas products e.g. turkey, goose, 
hams, sausages etc. Order forms will be available from early December in the 
shop. 
 As in previous years we will run a raffle for a hamper of local produce, 
again tickets, with purchases, from early December. 
 On Xmas Eve you are welcome to join us at the shop from approx 12 
until 2pm for a glass of hot mulled wine and some mince pies. 
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Our opening hours for Xmas and New Year will be: 
 
Monday 23rd December   8am to 5pm 
Tuesday 24

th
    8am to 2pm 

Wednesday 25
th

    Closed 
Thursday 26

th
    Closed 

Friday 27
th

    10am to 2pm 
Saturday 28

th
    10am to 2pm 

Sunday 29
th

    10am to 2pm 
Monday 30

th
    10am to 2pm 

Tuesday 31
st

    10am to 2pm 
New Year’s Day     Closed 
 
From 2nd Jan we will open as normal for winter, closing at 4pm Monday to 
Saturday, up until the end of March. 
 
We wish you all a Very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
 

Albert Sheffield 
Eardisland Community Shop Committee 

 
 

KINGSLAND AND EARDISLAND FRIENDS OF ST MICHAEL’S HOSPICE  
 
On 4th October we had a collection 
at Morrisons from 9am to 8pm and 
made £960.  Adults and children 
were very generous and willing to 
give as it is a cause which touches 
many people's lives. During the day 
we heard many stories about how 
helpful and supportive the hospice 
had been.  Many thanks to all who 
helped. 
  Our most recent event was 
a coffee morning at Bridget 
Eastaugh's home on 12

th
 November 

which raised £650.50. It was an 

occasion to stock up on Christmas 
Fayre and meet friends. Also on sale 
were raffle tickets in aid of the 
Hospice, which is the charity of 
Eardisland Village Band this year, 
and will be drawn at their concert 
on 23rd November. By the time you 
read this you might even have won 
a very good prize.   
 Best wishes to you all for 
Christmas and the New Year, many 
thanks for your continuing support, 
and more news in 2014! 

  
Dorothy Brown, Beryl Hoda, Annie Mitchell 
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EARDISLAND FOOTPATH REPORT - NOVEMBER 2013 
 
We took over last year as footpath 
officers for Eardisland, following, 
literally, in the steps of many dedicated 
villagers who have carried out the role 
before us. Chris Watson and the late 
Derek Wareham gave us lots of initial 
support, as well as maps and 
information.  

Our first task has been to 
improve the footpath which runs from 
the centre of the village to Pembridge 
(ED 7). We want to make it accessible to 
as many people as possible, regardless 
of physical fitness, at least as far as the 
Weir. As a result, three new kissing 
gates have been installed and have 
since been made sheep proof (we 
hope!) following a couple of incidents.    
The steps leading to the copse have 
been improved, and a gate and handrail 
have now replaced the two stiles which 
were difficult to negotiate. More steps 
will shortly be added to the ones there, 
as well as a spring on the gate to ensure 
it closes. We have the materials ready 
to improve the bridge over the ditch 
between the second and third field; this 
will be lowered and fitted with self 
closing gates at either end.  

Thanks to the efforts of the 
Parish Lengthsman, the E-Team and 
David Weir, the first field has been cut 
back and now looks a lot more 
inviting! We are hoping to put up more 
notices about dog fouling on this route 
as unfortunately this is still an issue. We 
would like to remind everyone who 
uses the path to make sure all gates are 
closed properly and that dogs are on 

leads, as there are often sheep in the 
fields. We would like to say a big thank 
you to the various landowners involved 
for their co-operation in allowing us to 
implement these improvements. Thank 
you also to Stan Blatchford, who is the 
contractor who carries out all the work 
to such a high standard. 
  We have reported back to the 
Parish Council on the path from the 
Bowling Club, which continues past the 
great oak and on through the fields to 
Burton Lane(ED2). There are some very 
sturdy stiles on this route but also some 
which are in bad repair and we intend 
to make this path the focus of our 
attention and funding in the new year.  

Another of our aims is to 
provide villagers and visitors with a 
simple-to- follow route plan of all our 
local footpaths. 

While we do our best to walk 
the paths regularly, we would be very 
grateful if walkers would alert us to any 
problems which may occur along the 
routes, particularly involving livestock. It 
was a local dog walker who alerted us 
to concerns about the kissing gates 
when they were first installed and as a 
result we have been able to improve 
them to prevent sheep making a run for 
it!  

We will submit reports for 
inclusion in the magazine on a regular 
basis, to keep you all informed of any 
developments involving the footpaths 
which give us access to the beautiful 
countryside we are so privileged to have 
on our  doorsteps. 

  
 

Jo Watson and Sue Wallis (Tel: 01544 388 066, Email: dandswallis@hotmail.co.uk) 

  

mailto:dandswallis@hotmail.co.uk
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EARDISLAND TWINNING ASSOCIATION 
 

You will, I am sure, remember the story of the 
Canadian airman who was shot down over La 
Vieille Lyre and who was rescued by the 
resistance and hidden in the Morgand’s barn. I 
have now received Diana Sherwins account of the 
visit to La Vieille Lyre which needs to be told in 
her own words. 
 “While we were there it was very moving and 
emotional, and a few tears were shed. We went 
to the exact location where dad came down. The 
field where he hid in the hay stook is now a new 
growth woods (oak trees I believe). We stood on 
the road between the hay field and where he 
must have crossed to walk through another field 
to the Morgand's house and bar, with the river 

below. To me, this was the most memorable part of the weekend. Georgette said 
she could still hear the footsteps of the German soldiers. She brought out the 
framed citation that Eisenhower had signed for her parents, and the remains of 
the silk which was left from the parachute. I am going to have small pieces 
mounted and framed with a little inscription for family members.” 
 Now to matters closer to home. Many thanks to all of you who 
supported our ‘Columbus Evening’ in October. We had a very successful and 
enjoyable evening with lots of laughter and fun. Elvis was in good voice and so 
were many of the audience.  

We are looking forward to hosting a group from La Vieille Lyre next year 
from Friday 23

rd
 May to Monday 26

th
 May 2014. Francis thinks there will be 

about 20 in the group and we very much hope there will be some new faces as 
well as old friends. We are always eager to welcome new Eardisland families into 
the association, perhaps to be hosts this next time. Please get in touch if you 
would like to find out more about what is involved. We will be holding our AGM 
early in the new year when all are welcome to come along. Details in the next 
issue. 
 Finally I am sure you would like to join with me in congratulating the 
Mayor of La Vieille Lyre, Michel Dessarthe and his wife Jacqueline, who 
celebrated their Golden Wedding at the beginning of November. 
 

Annie Mitchell 
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NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 
 
Partners and Communities Together (PACT) in Eardisland 
PACT surgeries offer an opportunity for police to meet local residents in an 
informal way so that concerns and information can be exchanged and local 
priorities established. As part of the re-organisation of the local policing teams 
there has been a change in meeting schedules from a four-week pattern to one 
that occurs every five weeks with immediate effect. If there are issues you want 
to raise then do so at the next planned Thursday surgeries which will be held 
from 3.00-4.00pm at the Village Shop on 21 November, 2013 and then on 2 
January, 2014 . 
 
West Mercia Police – Important changes to Local Policing Teams 
There has been a recent significant overhaul of duties and personnel across West 
Mercia Police which has impacted on every local team. I thought it would be 
helpful for me to summarise some of the changes which have an impact on us in 
Eardisland parish and appropriate contact details. 
 
Team Title:  Kington and Weobley Safer Neighbourhood Team (SNT) which is 
based at Kington Police Station, Churchill Road, Kington. 
 
About Our Team: Safer Neighbourhood Teams work with local people and 
partners to identify, tackle and solve issues that matter to the community where 
you live. Making neighbourhoods safer by cutting day-to-day crime and anti-
social behaviour is at the heart of keeping people in West Mercia safe. Thanks to 
an investment in mobile tablet-style computers, it will enable officers to spend 
more time on patrol on the street and in neighbourhoods. Officers will continue 
to come to people when they need them and provide a high quality service 
however they are contacted – in person (on the street, at community bases, and 
at PACT meetings), on the phone or online. 
 
Our Team : 
PC 3911 Jo Ellis   Mobile 07977 098394 
PCSO 6115 Dick Allford  Mobile 07968 462523 
PCSO 4067 David Boden  Mobile 07970 176814 
 
How to get in touch: 

 Telephone  101 to talk to your local SNT or report a crime 

 Email   kw.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk 

 Website  www.westmercia.police.uk 
 

mailto:kw.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk
http://www.westmercia.police.uk/
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Seasonal Crime Trends – Please Note! 
1. Theft of Garden Ornaments in Weobley 
A large quantity of iron implements was recently stolen from a garden in 
Weobley. These items included a cast iron water pump and a metal lathe. 
2. Theft of Post Box 
A post box and a metal lamp post were stolen from a rural location near to 
Pembridge on 2 November. 
3. Theft of Garden Tools  
There continues to be reports of garden equipment stolen from sheds and 
outbuildings across the area. On 6 November an outbuilding in a property in 
Pembridge was broken into and the thieves cut off the secure padlock to 
gain entry. 
4. Alarm System scam 
Please be wary of a company called SSH Fire and Security which has been 
cold calling residents in the area. They are offering alarm systems which they 
claim have been recommended and endorsed by the local police – this is not 
the case. Should you receive such a call then please contact the Kington and 
Weobley SNT. 
5. Distraction Burglaries 
There have been a number of reported distraction burglaries across the area. 
A recent ploy has involved a male trying to sell aerial photographs of specific 
properties and engaging with the property owner while an accomplice steals 
items from another part of the property. The same group has travelled 
extensively across the region. 
 
Enhanced Role for Police Community Support Officers (PCSOs) 
From 1 October PCSOs will have new powers and will be working longer 
hours to help keep communities safe from harm. They already form a key 
part of Safer Neighbourhood Teams working alongside police officers and 
Specials. There are currently 20 standard powers for PCSOs and 21 
discretionary powers that can be designated by a chief constable.  
Following feedback from communities, as well as consultations with PCSOs, 
the chief constables have granted 10 additional powers to PCSOs. They range 
from the power to detain, the power to search for drugs, powers relating to 
truancy and dealing with traffic obstruction offences, as well as powers to 
issue fixed penalty notices for a range of alcohol-related offences. 
All PCSOs have completed training to prepare them to use their new powers. 

 
Keith Mitchell (Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator) 

  



21 
 

THE BIG TRIP BY PETE AND ANN MARIE DEDMAN 
 
After years of saying, “Maybe next 
year”, we finally took the plunge and 
booked our trip to the land down 
under. Our stopover was in Singapore, 
a wonderfully clean and safe country. 
In the three days we were there, we 
rode on the Singapore Flyer (much 
bigger than the London Eye) and 
viewed the Merlion statue in the 
harbour. We also visited the famous 
Raffles Hotel and drank the obligatory 
sling, after which, we shook our bones 
to the excellent band (as Craig Revel 
Horwood would say, “It was a dis-ah-
ster dahling.” But at least we can say 
we did it. 

So to Australia and the city of 
Cairns, from where we embarked on the boat to the Great Barrier Reef, which 
lived up to all our expectations. We took a trip on the glass-bottomed boat and 
scanned the colours of the flora and fauna from the sunken viewing gallery. Best 
of all, we snorkelled the clear warm waters with scores of shimmering fish 
casually swimming by. It was an experience we will never forget. 

The next port of call was Sydney and, of course, we had to climb the 
Sydney Harbour Bridge. In our innocence, we expected a short safety speech, an 
instruction to button our coats and off we’d go with our guide for a gentle stroll 
along the girders. How wrong we were! We were ushered into what seemed like 
the prep room for the space shuttle and allocated a locker each to store any 
items that might be dropped by accident. A natty one-piece boiler suit zipped up 
to the neck completed the ensemble. There were various loops and buttons on 
the suit to which items of kit were attached,  including a fleece, a torch  and, best 
of all, a hanky on a wrist band in case our noses ran on the journey. We were 
given a thorough safety talk and, horror of horrors, we were breathalysed. 
Luckily, Pete was between pints so we passed. A baseball cap topped off our 
thunderbird uniforms and we were ready. Only we weren’t. Instead we were 
taken to another room with a gantry and two staircases, which we had to ascend 
and descend to prove our dexterity. Finally, with earphones on, we took to the 
bridge with our guide’s voice clear in our ears.  

We climbed at twilight with the sun shining on our ascent and setting as 
we descended. What views! The Opera House and the harbour bathed in light, 
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followed by a beautiful sunset with the lights twinkling on as the dusk came. It 
was worth all the effort.  

It all ended too soon and before we could absorb it all, we were on a 
plane bound to San Francisco via Los Angeles. 

San Francisco was our last stop but by no means the least. We crossed 
and re-crossed the famous Golden Gate Bridge and took a bus ride to Golden 
Gate Park. It was huge and took us all day to meander around. We particularly 
liked the lovely Japanese Garden, the boating lake and we very much enjoyed a 
gourmet curry from a mobile Indian restaurant, which happened to be parked 
near a stage. 

On another day, we stood on the running boards of a cable car as it 
helter-skeltered down towards the Harbour. Some tourists insisted the car was a 
tram as there wasn’t a cable above. Having visited the Cable Car Museum, we 
were able to inform them the cable looped under the road and that the cars 
were attached to it, running at a steady 9.5mph.  

Later, we slurped on giant peaches watching the sea lions on Pier 39 
with Alcatraz Island so close to the shore you could almost touch it. We couldn’t 
resist a stately chug around the famous landmark but we should have realized we 
were in the wrong boat when the crew insisted we strapped on safety belts. The 
thing took off like a demon and slewed and twisted its way around the harbour 
for about half an hour, smothering us in sea spray. It was brilliant.  

Some last minute retail therapy in Macy’s and lunch in Union Square 
rounded off the trip before the long haul home. 
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A TRIP TO FEZ 
 
In October we were 
lucky to spend ten 
days or so in Fez, 
Morocco. First, 
though, a bit of 
geography. Think of 
Gibraltar at the 
southern tip of 
Spain and the 
straits between the 
Atlantic to the west 
and the 
Mediterranean to 
the east.  

 
  The Blue Gate, Fez 

 
To the south of Gibraltar, across the straits is Morocco, at the northern tip of 
Africa, bounded by the Atlas and Sahara to the east and the Atlantic to the west - 
it’s a long, relatively thin, country. Fez is south of the Mediterranean by around 
200 miles. 
 Before setting off we were told that Fez was a ‘hard’ city to be in, full of 
traders who would harrass the casual visitor, making life rather tedious. I’m 
pleased to say that, in comparison with Marrakech, it’s a charmingly easy city to 
be in. We found the people to be both friendly and helpful, and although traders 
try, of course, to sell you things - after all, it is their job - a ‘no’ with a smile fixes 
the situation immediately. 
 So, what about Fez? Well, as with many north African towns and cities, it 
consists of a Medina, the old walled city, with a doughnut of buildings around the 
ouside. The Medina and some of the doughnut date back some 800 years or 
more. We rented a house in the Medina, which may sound all very grand, but 
cost around £70 a night for the two of us, which compares very favourably with 
accommodation generally - and we had the whole lot for that price. Luckily, just 
up the street, was the main food souk (shopping stalls). The range of fresh meat, 
vegetables and spices was impressive to say the least. The meat is not for the 
squeamish - chickens, for example, are killed on the spot “I’ll have that one, 
please” - five minutes later it’s in your shopping bag. Vegetables are chucked on 
to an enormous pair of scales, all mixed in together - potatos, aubergines, onions, 
whatever, the whole lot - then you pay by the total weight. Enough for a large 
ratatouille was about £1.00. 
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 Down the street, the souk slowly turned into the more touristy shops 
with the sort of tat you might expect - ‘genuine’ Rolex watches for a mere £10, 
through to rather kitsch souvenirs. However, with a bit of digging, it was possible 
to find fabulous examples of Islamic art, quiet fountain-filled courtyards, and 
small factories producing delicate hand-made woollens and silks, leather goods 
and fine metalwork items in silver, copper and brass. 
 Until fairly recently, Fez was difficult to get to. The roads were poor, the 
railways slow and flights either non-existent or very expensive. Enter Ryanair. If 
you can bear to suffer being treated like a cow on the way to its end, for a 
relatively small amount of money and something under three hours sitting, you 
can leave the cold climes of Stansted airport and arrive to bright sun and 
considerable heat in Fez. This, in turn, has rejuvenated the economy of Fez, with 
new hotels and better facilities generally. The really up-market 5* hotels are 
fabulous, with views over the city and very plush and comfortable surroundings. 
But you pay dearly for the privilege and, frankly, I don’t think I would want to 
stay in such a place. For me, the excitement of street life holds far more interest - 
in less than a week we had become friendly with a number of our neighbours and 
enjoyed being recognised in the street. 
 For a few days before our departure, we were aware of live sheep 
arriving in large numbers - the Medina sounded like a farm, rather odd given the 
population density. The reason, we discovered, was the Muslim holiday of Eid-al-
adha. Up and down the street fires were set and early in the morning, lit. The 
sheep were killed as hallal meat, that is, their throats were cut and allowed to 
bleed. The heads and hooves were severed and roasted on the fires - I don’t 
know what happened to them thereafter. We were invited to attend the 
ceremony in one of the local houses, but declined in a rather cowardly way, citing 
the need to pack for the 3.00am departure the next morning. The street took on 
an entirely different atmosphere, there was a strange tension in the air alongside 
the stench of burning wool and flesh. Well, it is the custom of the country as 
indeed it is of the Muslim world - who am I to comment? 

I hope that Morocco does not follow the recent political route of Egypt, 
Syria and elsewhere. There is grinding poverty in Fez, as there is great, and 
flaunted, wealth - not a good recipe for stability. For 50p. we could get a taxi to a 
shopping mall, with shops selling up-market western clothes, at inflated western 
prices - rather a contrast from our street. Next to the enormous Carrefour 
(French food supermarket) there was a large, and very fully stocked, off licence. 
Somewhat at odds with the traditional culture just down the road, I think. 
However, the Moroccans are tolerant people and I hope they can make these 
disparities work in their favour. 
 Would I return? Yes, with no hesitation. 
 

Chris Bivand 

http://www.calendarlabs.com/holidays/singapore/hari-raya-haji.php
http://www.calendarlabs.com/holidays/singapore/hari-raya-haji.php


25 
 

 
  

 
Eardisland Village Show  

 

2014 
 

at 
 

The Village Hall 
 

Saturday 6th September 
 

2.00 – 4.30pm 
 

Prizes will be awarded at 4.00pm 
 

Entry open to all 
 

Grand Raffle 
 
 

 From 2pm. £1 admission charge 
                        for  adults. Children free. 
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Section  A.  COOKERY 
 
1 A chocolate cake.  (See recipe on entry form). 
2 Savoury bread 
3 A jar of lemon curd 
4     A lemon meringue pie 
5 A dessert (please specify) 
6 A ploughman’s (MEN ONLY) 
 
Section  B.     WINE 
 
7 A  bottle of  home-made red wine 
8 A  bottle of home-made white wine 
9 A flavoured gin 
10 A non alcoholic drink 
 
Section C.   FLORAL ART 
 
No artificial fruit or flowers.  All items on a base up to 18”x18” unless 
otherwise stated. 
 
11 Exhibit in an egg cup 
12 5 flowers and foliage 
13 Autumnal arrangement 
14 Arrangement in a box 
15 Exhibit  “Bonfire Night” (fresh & artificial material allowed) 
16 Exhibit of a “Hymn Theme” (name the title) 
             (fresh and artificial material allowed) 
 
Section D.    HANDICRAFT 
 
17 A hand-made card for any occasion 
18 A decorated flower pot 
19 A lavender bag 
20 Knitted hat and gloves 
21 Item of cross stitch  
22 A Christmas table runner 
23 An item of handicraft (not mentioned above) 
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Section E.  HORTICULTURE 
 
24        Megan Lloyd Trophy - a yellow rose (not a tight bud please) 
25 A potted geranium 
26 A display of garden vegetables in a 12”x12” tray/box 
27 3 Roses (different varieties) 
28 A Pot plant 
29 3  Cooking apples 
30 3  Stems only of different garden flowers 
 
Section F.  PHOTOGRAPHY 
 
Maximum 7” x 5” mounted (size including mount not more than 9” x 
7”). This is because of limited display space as this section is so popular. 
Please put your name and the class number on the back. 
 
N.B. No entries to be digitally manipulated. 
 
31 Dereliction 
32 Sunrise or Sunset 
33 Herefordshire landmark 
34 Still life 
35 Photo with humorous caption 
 
Section G.  ART 
 
Pictures may be mounted but not glazed. Stretched canvases are 
acceptable. 
 
36 Building/s (mixed media)  
37 Lead pencil drawing and watercolour wash (any subject) 
38 Still life watercolour (continued on next page) 
39 Landscape / Seascape (acrylic/oils) 
40 A 3 dimensional work less than 3 feet in any direction 
  



28 
 

SECTION H.  CREATIVE WRITING 
 
Your entries should be placed  with the completed entry form stating your 
name and address plus  fees,  in a sealed envelope  marked  ‘Show – 
Creative Writing’.  Please do not write your name on the entry itself. The 
envelopes should be  handed in before Monday 25th August. 
(Please use another form for your entries in other categories.) 
41 A limerick  
42 Remembering childhood (maximum 250 words) 
43 A poem – “Eardisland Event” 
44     As I was walking...................................................... 
 
Section J.  CHILDREN 
 
Children of 15 and over are encouraged to enter the adult categories. 
Please put your age on the Entry Form so that it may be taken into 
consideration by the judges. 
 
Children under 6  
45 A party hat 
46 A windmill on a stick 
47 A mask 
 
Children 6 - 14 
48 A Christmas cracker 
49        A hand written “Thank You” letter 
50 A poster 
 
See Entry Form for details of how to enter. Entry forms may be returned up to 
5.00 pm on Friday 29

th
 August  with the exception of creative writing entries 

which must be in by Monday 25
h
 August .   

Late entries will, regretfully, not be accepted. 
Entries cost 30p per item for adults.  Children may enter free of charge 

in the Children's Sections but a fee is payable in adult sections. Please place 
your entries and fees in an envelope marked  “SHOW” and hand in to one of 
the addresses shown on the Entry Form. 

Entries to be taken to the Village Hall on Saturday 6
th

 September  
between 9am and 10.30am. 

Prize money not collected by 5.00pm will be returned to Show funds. 
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HOW TO ENTER THE EARDISLAND VILLAGE SHOW 
 
 
Please complete and return this entry form with the fees in a sealed 
envelope marked ‘SHOW’ to any of the Eardisland addresses below: 
 
 
Pat Roche, 5 Green Elms                       Mavis Tantrum, Black Barns 
Graham Simpson, Meadow Edge        The Tea Rooms 
Gill Richards, The Bungalow                 The Community Shop 
Enquiries  Dian Cope, Downome   01544 388317 
 
 
Creative Writing should be handed in by Monday 25th  August.   
Other entry forms to be in by Friday 29th August at 5p.m. 
 
On the day, entries should be taken to the Village Hall on Saturday 6th  
September between 9am and 10.30am. 

Judging will take place during the morning and the hall will be 
open to the public from 2.00pm.  Prize giving and the raffle draw will 
take place at 4.00pm.  Prize money will be paid out after the 
announcements. 

Any prize money not collected by 5.00pm will be returned to 
Show Funds.  
Please retain your schedule marked with the items you have entered. 
 
Recipe for Chocolate Sandwich 
 

Ingredients: 
5oz/155g margarine  1 level teaspoon baking powder 
5oz/155g caster sugar  4oz/125g  self-raising flour 
3 large eggs   1oz/30g cocoa 
 
Method 
Prepare cake by creaming method. Bake in approx. 7”/18cms tins at 
325F/160C degrees for 20-25 minutes. When cold, sandwich together 
with chocolate or plain butter cream and dust top with icing sugar. 
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EARDISLAND VILLAGE SHOW 2014 - ENTRY FORM 
 

Please circle numbers of classes you wish to enter 
Each entry costs 30p for adults,  children  free in Children Section only. 
 
Place your entry and cash in a sealed envelope marked ‘SHOW’ 
Take your envelope to one of the addresses shown over leaf 
Entries should be in by Friday 29th August. 
 
COOKERY  A1 A2 A3 A4 A5 A6 
WINE   B7 B8 B9 B10 
FLORAL ART  C11 C12 C13 C14 C15 C16 
HANDICRAFT  D17 D18 D19 D20 D21 D22 
   D23 
HORTICULTURE  E24 E25 E26 E27 E28 E29 
   E30 
PHOTOGRAPHY  F31 F32 F33 F34 F35 
ART   G36 G37 G38 G39 G40 
WRITING  H41 H42 H43 H44 

see notes on schedule  
CHILDREN  J45 J46 J47 J48 J49 J50 
 
FULL NAME............................................................................... 

TELEPHONE NUMBER ............................................................. 

AGE IF 11 YRS AND UNDER..................................................... 

 
RULES OF THE SHOW: 
 
One entry per class and exhibits must be your own work. 
Judges’ decisions are final. 
Money not claimed by 5pm on the Show day will be returned to funds. 
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EARDISLAND BOWLING CLUB 
 
The club held the annual awards presentation lunch in the clubhouse on 22

nd
 

September, which was attended by 48 members and guests. The lunch was 
followed by an auction, which has become a regular event and always provides 
some light-hearted relief. This raised £350 for club funds. The clubhouse is 
continuing in use over the winter for social evenings whilst several members, 
ably led by green keeper, Tony Stokes, make improvements to a ditch which runs 
the length of the green.  

An early date for the diary, the new season will begin on Saturday 12
th

 
April. 

Phil Milchard 
EARDISLAND IN BLOOM 
 
We would like to take this opportunity to add a few words of our own regarding 
the sad loss of Peter Glenn. Although not a Thursday morning E Team regular, 
Peter worked very closely with us and for several years looked after the roses in 
the Memorial Garden, pruning, dead-heading and treating them for blackspot. 
This year he volunteered to water and care for the plants in the newly created 
garden on the bridge. He took a keen interest in everything ‘In Bloom’, was a 
great team player who was always happy to help with any task. He will be very 
sadly missed. We will be looking to plant a rose in his memory. 

We have been very fortunate in that we have had mostly dry Thursday 
mornings which has enabled us to complete the majority of our work ahead of 
schedule. Dozens of geranium cuttings have been taken which will hopefully 
result in new plants for next year, whilst the remaining plants have been lifted 
and will be protected in the greenhouse. Wallflowers have been planted in the 
Memorial Garden together with tulip bulbs, whilst hundreds of daffodil bulbs 
have been planted in front of the Manor House wall, which should give 
spectacular colour in the spring. The Children’s Allotment has been tidied and put 
to bed for winter and all that is left to do is to plant some winter pansies in the 
raised beds and planters and clear up the leaves as they fall outside the shop. 

Eardisland in Bloom has for many years been active participants in the 
Britain in Bloom competition, with increasing success resulting in Gold awards for 
the last four years. However the team has decided that now is a good time to 
take a break and although our regular work around the village will continue, we 
will no longer be under the critical eye of the In Bloom judges. This will have a 
financial impact on our finances, but there is sufficient money to see us through 
2014, however it makes the annual Plant Swop / Sale next May even more 
important to us, so we hope you give it your support.  

Finally we would like to offer our warmest congratulations to our close 
friends at Pembridge in Pride, who in the finals of Britain in Bloom at Skegness 
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last month, were awarded Best Village in Britain. Quite some achievement in only 
their second year!  

Phil Milchard, Chris Watson, Eric Pilcher 
 
CAROLLING AND CRUMPETS WITH JOHN KIRKPATRICK 
  
Friday 29

th
 November, 2013 starting at 7.30pm at Dilwyn Cedar Hall 

 
After his previous sell-out gig at Dilwyn Cedar Hall over two years ago, we will 
welcome John back with his evening of tunes and songs to herald the festive 
season. One of the legends of English folk scene, Radio 2 Folk Musician of Year in 
2010, maestro of anglo-concertina, button accordion and melodeon, John never 
fails to delight and entertain.   

His annual Carolling and Crumpets tours of the Borders and beyond has 
become a part of the celebrations in the run up to Christmas. 
Tickets will be available from November 1st, priced £8 adult, £4 child from Ruth 
Davies 01568720226 or email ruthdavies2010@gmail.com  
This gig is likely to sell out quickly so do get tickets early to avoid disappointment. 
Cabaret seating and bar.  
Proceeds to Cedar Hall funds 
 
EARDISLANDIANA - A MISCELLANY OF THE HISTORY OF OUR PARISH 
 
1126.        
       1125/35 to 1230. De Braose family. [Eardisland] was part of their barony of 
Radnor and Presteigne.   [From Wendy Corke Manuscript Notes]. 
 
1226. 
       Horlesdone 1226-30  Capes       This is from the Eardisland entry on page 76 of 
Coplestone-Crow B  Herefordshire Place-Names  BAR Series 214.  1989. His 
abbreviation                                                                                                                          
Capes he lists as W.W. Capes (Ed) Charters and Records of Hereford Cathedral, 
1908. 
 
1326. 
       Under the date July 12

th
 1326 the Bishop

1
 instructs the vicars of Leominster, 

Almeley, Preston-on-Wye, Eardisland, Shobdon, and Staunton-on-Arrow, and the 
parish priests of Pembridge and Kington, to arrange for Richard de Staunton 
doing public penance in their churches. It appears that the same Richard 
                                                                 
 
1
 Adam de Orleton, Bishop of Hereford. 
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“instigante diabolo” had killed a priest, Henry le Deyere of Pembridge. He was 
absolved, for what consideration we are not told...  
 [From WFC Transactions, 1917, page 241]. 
 
1426. 
       Calendar of Patent Rolls. 1426 March 5  Leicester 
       Edmund, late earl of March, amongst other things, granted for ten years to 
William Lucy, knight, and Margaret, now his wife, by the names of William Lucy, 
son of Walter Lucy, and Margaret Nevill, kinswoman of the said earl, the castle, 
lordships and manor of Nerbere and Seintclere in Wales, and the manor of 
Erleslane, co. Hereford, except one acre of land belonging to the said manor of 
Norbere...  [From a website via a colleague’s email]. 
 
1526.  
       By calculating back from their ages as quoted in a document many years later 
(in 1591), 1526 was the year of the birth of Hugh Morris and also of William 
Baylie. In the 1591 document they are both described as yeoman of Eardisland . 
They were interrogated as witnesses in a case before the high court of Exchequer 
[PRO/TNA E134/33 ELIZ/Hil 15; via                                                                                         
Lovelace]. 
       But to return to other matters in 1526. After the heading Burton Court on the 
Eardisland page of Robinson’s History of the Mansions and Manors of 
Herefordshire published in London in 1873 is: In 1526 Edward Littleton, Esq. and 
others held it in trust for Elena Cotes then a widow,... 
       Also in 1526, dated 10

th
 April (Leominster), Probate of the Will of Richard 

Smythis of Erisland was granted to his executor, Isabel, his relict [HRO HD4/1/118 
via Faraday Calendar of Probate.......]. 10

th
 April 1526 was within the seventeenth 

year of the reign of King Henry VIII. He was then still married to his first wife (of 
six), Catherine of Aragon. 
 
1626.                                                                                                                                           
       This extract from the Court Rolls of the Manor of Burton was transcribed for 
me by Muriel Tomkin circa 2010. The entry is dated 30

th
 September 1626: 

Item the jury aforesaid upon evidence given in open Court do find that anciently a 
certain rent of four shillings per annum hath been paid to one John Trumper a 
freeholder to the Lord of the Manor of Burton by the then owner of Bidneys mill 
for makeing a stanke or weare upon the freehold land whereby to divert and 
turne the ancient watercourse out of the ancient course for the cervice of the 
same Bidneys mill which watercourse we find so to have bene diverted and turned 
by the space of many years as that the ancient watercourse is utterly decayed to 
the damage to both of the Lord and other the inhabitants of the said manor. 
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       Bidney itself, the Farm, Mill and other perquisites and lands, were never part 
of the manor of Burton. They lie south of Tippets Brook which, in that area, was 
the Manor boundary between Burton and (I think) Dilwyn Magna; it still is the 
Parish boundary between Eardisland and Dilwyn. 
 
1726. 
       The Patrons of the church here, who held the right to Present a new Vicar, 
were John Dutton Colt Esq (in right of his wife) jointly with Robert Price. They did  
not  also hold the lordship of the manor of Eardisland. In 1726 they presented 
Thomas Jones as Vicar. [Duncumb Mss of circa 1804 and Liber Regis Bacon. 1786].  
 
1826.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
       25

th
 October 1826. Mrs Eliz

th
 Greenly and Mr James Fencott to Mr Will

m
 

Maund and his Trustees.    
       Release and Conveyance in Fee of a Piece of Land called upper Broadbridge 
Meadow and covenant to Surrender a Copyhold piece of land called Lower 
Broadbridge Meadow in the manor and parish of Eardisland in the County of 
Hereford. 
       This document resulted from the auction of these pieces of land. They had 
been advertised to be sold at the Bull Inn in Eardisland on Saturday 8

th
 October 

now last past according to certain printed particulars of sale then & there 
produced. [From Deeds held privately in the Village]. A copy of the Court Roll is 
extant which records the surrender of the Copyhold land mentioned and the 
admission of William Maund. Deal completed. 
 
1926. 
       The Law of Property Act.   This act came into force the first of January 1926 
and very materially alters the form of tenures in land. Only two kinds of legal 
ownership are now recognised, namely fee simples and leaseholds for years. In 
other words, fee tail, copyhold, tenant for life, tenancy by courtesy, etc. are 
abolished, all such becoming freehold. 
 [HRO CF58/-]. 
 
2026. 
 
???????...???????   
 

George Alderson 
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AN EARDISLAND MYSTERY 
 

Five Leominster historians suggest that there was there a battle between Owen 
Glendower and Edmund Mortimer (uncle of the future Edward 1V), in or near 
Eardisland in 1402? What are the facts? 

 

Owain Glyndŵr  (anglicised by Shakespeare as Owen Glendower (c. 1354 – 
c. 1416), was a Welsh national hero and the last Welshman to  hold the title 
Prince of Wales. He led fierce opposition against the English armies and fought 
many battles against them. Styling himself Prince of Wales, he established an 
independent Welsh Parliament. He sacked Leominster in 1402 having defeated 
Edmund Mortimer, from Wigmore, and imprisoned him there.   

There have been five Leominster historians of note whose work was 
consulted to see their views on the possible battle.  The first was Price, whose 
book  History of Leominster  was published in 1795. He says  that in 1400 Owen 
Glendower, suffered “causes of complaint” regarding legal disputes, and so “flew 
to arms in 1401” and in 1402  “advanced with his armies into British territories, 
plundered and burnt the Abbey of Cwm in Radnorshire.. And committed great 
devastations”. At length Edmund Mortimer (uncle to the young Earl of March) 
“being in the strong castle of Wigmore.. sent his orders to the inhabitants of 
Leominster and Weobley to raise a force against Glendower, who advancing with 
his army endeavoured to ford the River Arrow (though other writers call it the 
Severn) between Pembridge and Areland (Eardisland), both of which are situated 
on that stream which near the latter is distributed into many branches that the 
inhabitants cannot pass from house to house without the assistance of a bridge or 
two… it was hazardous on account of the great floods at that time. After a long 
and desperate engagement in which they were obliged to fight up to their middles 
in water they (Glendower’s forces) gained not only a decisive victory but it is said 
(by the historian M.S. Blount) that in this action Glendower after a long personal 
combat, disarmed Mortimer and took him prisoner.. 
(Blount was writing in 1675. He wrote a history of Herefordshire in two volumes. 
Unfortunately, one has disappeared. The other has been translated/edited by 
historian Norman Reeves and published, but there is no mention of this battle in 
the second volume.) 

Price says that in gaining the victory over Mortimer there was a huge loss 
of life. He quotes Shakespeare’s description in Henry 1V part 1 Act i Scene iii 
There came                 
A post from Wales laden with heavy news 
Whose worst was that the noble Mortimer 
Leading the men of Herefordshire to fight 
Against the irregular and wild Glendour 
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Was by the rude hands of that Welshman taken 
And a thousand of his people butchered..” 
And 
“When on the gentle Severn’s sedgy bank 
In single opposition, hand to hand 
He did not confound the best part of an hour 
In changing herdiment with great Glendour…” 
But Price notes that Shakespeare made the mistake of identifying the Severn for 
the Arrow. 

The second Leominster historian is Williams writing in 1808 (The 
Leominster Guide). He suggests that following his defeat at Pilleth, Mortimer 
raised a second army from Leominster and the surrounding area and set off from 
Leominster towards Pembridge. He met Glendower’s troops on the Arrow and a 
battle ensued. 
“Edmund Mortimer .. Marched to the vicinity of Pembridge where he chose an 
advantageous position on the banks of the wild and impetuous Arrow. Glendower 
descended from his impregnable camp the heights of Walpy, (presumably 
Wapley?)… incessant rain swelled the river to an unusual height…he chose to ford 
the river and face his enemy, despite being disadvantaged. It ended in favour of 
Glendower who took Edmund prisoner, to Leominster.” (He was eventually freed 
on payment of ransom.) Williams also notes that Shakespeare mistakes the Arrow 
for the Severn in the passage in which Hotspur speaks.  

The third Leominster historian, Townsend, (writing in the latter part of 
the 19

th
 century) The Town and Borough of Leominster, does not discuss the 

battle, but merely mentions that Mortimer was captured and imprisoned in 
Leominster. 

The fourth historian, R.H. George  1903  (Some Glimpses of the Past 
History of the Neighbourhood) merely says “In 1400...Edmund Mortimer 
…suffered a signal defeat near Eardisland..”  However, in a subsequent book,  “A 
History of the Borderland” 1914, he says “I am inclined to think the personal 
combat between Glendower and Mortimer took place at Eardisland (after Pilleth). 
The Marchmen (Mortimer‘s troops) were defeated at Pilleth and pursued by the 
Welsh toward Leominster. A combat (hand to hand) of this kind would be more 
probable in the pursuit when Edmund was overtaken, than on a stricken field like 
Pilleth, where both leaders were surrounded by their followers, and as the tumuli 
prove, so many were slain…” 

The 5
th

 Leominster historian, Frank Blacklock (1905) (The Suppressed 
Benedictine Minster) says “Edmund Mortimer summoned together the men of 
Leominster, Weobley and adjacent places who owed military services to the Lord 
of Wigmore, and encamped near Pembridge to receive the Welsh attack. 
Glendower arranged to ford the Arrow at Eardisland which in ordinary times 
would have been easy, but there being great floods and the river running wildly, 
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the attempt was hazardous. The battle was largely fought by soldiers up to their 
middle in water and the fortunes of war went against the English who were 
defeated. Mortimer, after personal combat with Glendower lasting an hour, on 
the bank of the Arrow, was compelled to yield and taken prisoner and confined in 
the precincts of the priory in Leominster..” 

So the fact that all these historian write of a battle either near 
Eardisland, at Eardisland, between Pembridge and Eardisland, but on the Arrow, 
(and not the Severn) suggest that it did take place; but there seems no definitive 
authority for it to have done so. It must have been known to Shakespeare, 
although his geography was a little adrift. Can we rest on the words of historians 
(presumably taking their information from Price) about a battle for which there is 
no archaeological evidence (as yet)? The problem is knowing where Price got his 
information - presumable from Blount, whose important volume has disappeared. 
And Blount was writing 275 years after the event. 

However, whilst checking one or two Directories, it was noticed an entry 
under Pembridge. The book was published in 1866 and included the following 
information: “In the early part of the fifteenth century, a terrible battle was fought 
in this neighbourhood between the royal forces and those of Owen Glendower. 
The following very interesting discoveries were made a few years since by Mr. T. 
N. Alford, in one of his fields, called the Lower Field, ... where there are the 
remains of a camp of an oval shape, surrounded by trenches which are six feet 
deep and seven feet wide. In the trenches (the soil of which is quite black), he 
found the bones of men and horses in large quantities, within about twenty inches 
of the surface. He also found several "steen graves," formed of stones and mortar. 
There were also large human bones, some of which were quite perfect. The graves 
contained the bodies of the chieftains. Horses' teeth are here in great quantities. 
In the trenches were also discovered a good deal of fluted brick tiles. Mr. Alford 
has in his possession a very strong and curious brass spur, which he also found in 
this neighbourhood”. 

On this basis of his finds it may be that the battle at which Mortimer was 
captured took place on the river close to Twyford following the defeat at Pilleth. 
The reports of the bodies of men and horses and other artefacts suggest that 
there is evidence for the fact that the battle between Mortimer and Glendower 
took place just in the parish of Eardisland. It will be interesting to see whether any 
more definitive archaeological evidence can be obtained in due course to support 
the story. 

Nothing certain is known of Glendower after 1412. Despite great 
rewards being offered, he was never captured. Tradition has it that on his death 
he was buried on the estates of his daughter, Alice, in Monnington in west 
Herefordshire. But like that mystery, his connection with a battle in Eardisland 
remains uncertain although something did happen close by. 

Paul Selfe 
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WEOBLEY THEATRE GOERS 
 
The next trip for the Theatre Goers is to see Singin’ In The Rain at the Cardiff 
Millennium Theatre on Thursday 12 December, leaving Bell Square, Weobley at 
11.00am.  All seats are sold, but if you would like to go on a cancellation list and 
are able to go at the last minute, please give me a ring. 

There are still places to see Swan Lake at the Birmingham Hippodrome 
on Thursday 13 February 2014. Matthew Bourne’s SWAN LAKE has collected over 
thirty international theatre awards including three Tonys for the Broadway 
production and has been widely acclaimed on both sides of the Atlantic as a 
landmark production on the international stage." 
The coach will leave Bell Square, Weobley at 10.00am for the 2.00pm 
performance arriving back in Weobley around 7.15pm. The cost for this trip will 
be £51 with all seats in the circle. Please pay before 6 January, with payment 
within 2 weeks of reserving seats. 

Hot off the press, I have reserved tickets at the Bristol Hippodrome for 
what should be an exciting, exhilarating afternoon of dance – Dance ‘Til Dawn – 
from the creators of Vincent Simone and Flavia Cacace! “They are back with a 
sensational dance show straight from the Golden Age of Hollywood. In 1940s LA, 
a romance unfolds between a beautiful starlet and her handsome lover. Dance 
‘Til Dawn will transport you to a time of elegance with stunning sets, a live band, 
world class dancers and Vincent and Flavia themselves with their flawless 
footwork and spellbinding choreography. It is a classic love story that brings 
vintage Hollywood glamour to the present.” 

We shall be going on Wednesday 26 Feb leaving Bell Square, Weobley at 
11.00am and returning around 7.30pm. Although I rang on the first morning of 
Group Booking, which is before the public can get tickets, the central seats in the 
circle were already taken. However, I have excellent seats to the sides in rows C, 
D, E and F. Price for the show is £43 to be paid before 6 January 2014 and within 
2 weeks of your reservation please. 

A Happy Christmas to all our Theatre Goers. 
 

Kate Best: 01544-318513, bobkatebest@tiscali.co.uk 
 

WEOBLEY CC INDOOR NETS 
 
In 2014 Weobley Cricket Club will field one and half teams! Weobley 1

st
 X1 will be 

in Division 2 of the Marches League. Because we have insufficient players for two 
full teams, we shall be providing players for Burghill & Tillington 3

rd
 X1, which will 

play in Division 4 of the Marches League. Weobley players who turn out for this 
team will also be eligible to play for Weobley 1

st
 X1 should their performances 

merit it. You will understand therefore that whether you are a good cricketer or a 

mailto:bobkatebest@tiscali.co.uk
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not-so-good cricketer, Weobley Cricket Club will be able to offer you a game of 
cricket in 2014 – and an inexpensive game too. Subscriptions in 2014 will be £10; 
match fees £6 for adults, £3 for under 18s. 
 If you like the sound of what we have to offer, I would like to suggest 
you come to the club’s indoor nets. They are held in the sports hall of Weobley 
High School, on Sunday evenings from 6.30pm to 8pm, starting on 2nd March. 
The first net for any newcomer is free. Thereafter the cost is £2 for adults and £1 
for under 18s. 

For further information, please contact Alun Howard on 07827 823802, 
 e-mail alun_howard@cargill.com. 
 
VOLUNTEER – MAKE A DIFFERENCE! 
 
Onside is a registered charity providing independent advocacy to vulnerable 
adults facing disadvantage through mental and physical ill health, learning 
disability and old age, depression, dementia, autism, learning difficulties. We 
provide our service across Herefordshire and we are currently looking to train 
more volunteers from your local area.   

Advocacy is a way of supporting and empowering people to ensure that 
they have their voice heard and their wishes made known to others and we are 
looking for volunteers to provide this support in their local area. It can involve 
just supporting someone attending appointments, gaining access to services, 
benefit review support and information gathering. 

Joan one of our volunteers recently commented:- 
"I thoroughly enjoy my time volunteering, supporting people with all sorts of 
things.  Volunteering with Onside is really rewarding as they provide a great 
training programme and lots of support which allows me to gain new skills, meet 
new people and give back to my community” 

Onside’s Volunteer Co-ordinator, Claire Watkins, said   “Our volunteers 
give their time, their passion and enthusiasm, we need continued help from 
willing volunteers who would enjoy supporting vulnerable people in their local 
community.” 

Volunteering with Onside is a flexible commitment; as little as 4 hours a 
month can be given with full training and the option to work towards an Open 
College Network qualification offered.  

Volunteers enjoy the flexible aspect of our work along with the chance 
to join in at our local social events we run for volunteers including quiz nights and 
coffee mornings.  

If you are interested in finding out more, or keen to do something 
amazing, please contact Claire on 01905 27525 or e mail volunteering@onside-
advocacy.org.uk 

mailto:volunteering@onside-advocacy.org.uk
mailto:volunteering@onside-advocacy.org.uk
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CONTACTS 
EDITORIAL 

 
CHRIS BIVAND  Arrow Bank, Eardisland, Leominster, HR6 9BT 
     01544 – 388375 
   Email:  chrisbivand@bivand.freeserve.co.uk  
 

ADVERTISING 

For all matters relating to advertising in this magazine, please contact: 

 

PATRICIA GILL 

 01544 – 320364 

Email parishads@btinternet.com  

 
DISTRIBUTION MANAGER 

 
PHIL MILCHARD 

       01544 388097 
Email pmilchard@btinternet.com  

 
This edition of the Eardisland Parish Magazine was printed by 

Leominster Community Resource Centre 

 

Published by Eardisland Parish Council.  The Parish Council Liaison Officer is James Miller 
( jmiller114@btinternet.com )    01544-388454.  

Views expressed are those of individual contributors and not necessarily those of 
Eardisland Parish Council. The Eardisland Parish Magazine is published by Eardisland 

Parish Council without inserts. 
 

The Eardisland Parish Magazine is posted online in pdf format: 
 

Please visit: www.eardisland.org.uk  
 

Unlike the printed version, most photographs and some advertisements appear in colour. 
You may need to download Adobe Acrobat reader, which you can find on the web by 
using Google. The program is entirely free. 
 

 

Copy date for the next edition of the Eardisland Parish Magazine: 
 

FRIDAY 10th JANUARY 2014 
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