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STOP PRESS! (I’ve always wanted to write that) 
 

EARDISLAND HAS ACHIEVED ANOTHER GOLD AWARD FOR ACHIEVEMENT AND 
VOTED 

BEST SMALL VILLAGE IN BLOOM 
 

‘THE HEART OF ENGLAND IN BLOOM’ COMPETITION 
 

This is a marvellous achievement and a great credit to all those involved. It is also 
a fitting memorial to Derek Wareham who did so much for the E-Team and the 

village. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

“Which one’s first?” 
Duckmaster Darren Staples, Eardisland Duck 

Races, August 2013 
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SERVICES AT CHURCH OF ST MARY THE VIRGIN, EARDISLAND 
 
Priest:   Rev. Julie Read 
   (working Tuesday/Thursday/Sunday) 
    07968926783 
   rev.julie@btinternet.com 
 
Churchwarden:       Beryl Hoda, Arrow Lawn, Eardisland 
       Tel: 01544 388131   
Deputy Churchwarden:                      Richard Kirby 01544 388810  
Deputy Churchwarden and Treasurer:       Peter Brown 01544 388389 
Deputy Churchwarden and Organist:         Annette Blyth 01544 388241 
 

Please see the Prime Rota in the church porch for further details. 
 
 
CHURCH SERVICES FOR SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 
 
6

th
    September       Holy Communion                                            9.30 am 

15
th

  September      Holy Communion                                            9.30 am 

22
nd

  September     SONGS OF PRAISE                                           6.30 pm 

                                  (part of our Autumn Festival Weekend) 

29
th

  September      BENEFICE SERVICE KINGSLAND              11.00 am 

                                      (St. Michael’s Patronal Festival) 

8
th

  October               Matins                                                                  9.30 am 

13
th

  October            A Service for Harvest                                  11.00 am 

                                       (followed by Harvest Festival lunch 

                                          in the church) 

20
th

  October              Holy Communion                                          9.30 am 

27
th

  October              Holy Communion                                          9.30 am 

3
rd

  November            Holy Communion                                          9.30 am 

10
th

  November          Remembrance Day Service                    11.00 am 

                                        (Please meet at the War Memorial at 10.55) 

17
th

  November          Holy Communion                                          9.30 am      

mailto:rev.julie@btinternet.com
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EDITORIAL 
 
I have edited parish magazines for some 30 years now, but I have never come 
across a story such as that referring to La Vieille Lyre - our twinned village in 
Normandy - I’m sure we will hear more of this, and I certainly intend to follow 
this up when next we are there, probably in 2015. It is quite remarkable. Please 
read the article on page 6. There is also an interesting piece of history (apart 
from the contributions from George Alderson and Paul Selfe) from one of my 
guests this year, which you can read on page 23. One of the facts to come to light 
over the last year is that this house, Arrow Bank as now, was almost certainly a 
pub called ‘The Bull’ or ‘Old Bull’, whilst I thought that it was next door at, what is 
now, Arrow Cottage. More research to be done! 

Since the last edition, there has a been a significant birthday, that of 
Mary Lowe, whose 100

th
 birthday was reported in the Hereford Times (2/08/13). 

Mary lead a remarkable life starting in the army, and moving to Court House, 
Eardisland, in 1949. Her son, Hugh, lives in the house to this day. Mary currently 
lives in a Shaw care home, Waverley House in Leominster. Happy birthday Mary! 
 The next edition of the magazine will be the last before Christmas. If you 
wish to place a short message (free) and make a donation to charity of your 
choice, please let me have your message and the charity which you will support - 
not the amount of your donation, that’s between you and the charity. Please do 
this as soon as you can because it takes some time for me to do the messages 
and my time is as limited as I’m sure yours is too. 
 Finally, many congratulations to all those who did so well in 
examinations this summer and all the best for the future. 

Chris Bivand  
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EARDISLAND VILLAGE DIARY 2013 
 

W/E 21
st

 + 22
nd

 September Autumn Festival 

Saturday 28
th

 September Please see page 16 

Monday 30
th

 September Bowling Club bash - page 17 

Sunday 13
th

 October Harvest Festival, Church then lunch, 11.00am 

Thursday 17
th

 October 
Note: Change of Date 

Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Saturday 26
th

 October Columbus Evening - see page 7 

Tuesday 12
th

 November Coffee Morning - see page 5 

Friday 15
th

 November* Friday 29
th

 November 

Saturday 23
rd

 November Eardisland Village Band and Friends, VH, 7.30pm 

Thursday 28
th

 November Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

 
Starred (*) dates in BOLD on the left are COPY DATES FOR THE EARDISLAND 
PARISH MAGAZINE. The corresponding dates in the right column are the 
expected distribution dates. 
 If you are planning an event, please check the distribution dates above 
and if in doubt err on the side of caution. It is better to advertise functions well in 
advance rather than miss a deadline. Please also bear in mind that we are always 
at the mercy of printing machinery, if something breaks down, the distribution 
date will inevitably be later. 
 
FROM THE REV JULIE READ 
 

What a superb summer it has been, and I wonder if it 
has balanced out the dreadful winter we had? I await 
reports from the farmers as to the state of the harvest 
and then perhaps we can look at the year as a whole. 
We hear snippets of news in our papers and on the 
television, but it is often when we gather together face 
to face that we can put the picture together of how 
things are and what the reality is. Harvest Festival this 
year will be on Sunday 13

th
 October at 11am followed 

by lunch in the church. Come along and catch up with 
the community, the harvest and our thanksgivings to God. 

There have been some lovely events this summer – open gardens, BBQs, 
weddings, concerts, shows, flower festivals and songs of praise services  and all 
lifted to greater heights because of the sunshine. I am reminded of the story of 
Joseph and his amazing coloured coat….. how after all his tribulations he ended 
up as an advisor to the pharaoh in Egypt, and after hearing of the dreams he was 
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having….. prudently got them to save some of the bountiful harvest and put it 
away for the future time when there would be drought and famine. Which duly 
came. 

The time of recession is making life difficult for many people…… and I 
hope that if you have been prudent in the past you will be aware of those who 
for various reasons find life difficult now. This is what makes a good community 
even better……. being able to perceive need and being able to help out….. in a 
way that our help is accepted. 

We will be supporting the local food bank as part of our harvest giving 
and do speak to Beryl the churchwarden to see what is needed so that we can do 
this in the best way. These food banks have proved invaluable over the last year 
and are used by many people whose finances don’t stretch to cover the basics. 
The process to appoint a new priest continues, but as yet there is nothing to 
report, and so for the time being I continue to minister part time and in the main 
I am around the group of parishes on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Sundays, although 
emergencies excepted. 

I can be contacted on 07968 916783 or by e-mail on 
rev.julie@btinternet.com Please feel free to contact me as and when you need 
to. With every blessing…. Julie 
 
KINGSLAND AND EARDISLAND FRIENDS OF ST MICHAEL’S HOSPICE  
 
Thank you to all who supported our coffee morning at the Tea Rooms, and a 
special thank you to Barry and Kathleen for hosting it once again.  We were very 
fortunate to have lovely weather, so everyone could sit in the garden and enjoy 
meeting up with friends.  We made £480 which is an increase of £90 on last year, 
so that is particularly pleasing in these times of financial restraint. 

We are having a collection at Morrisons on Friday 4
th

 October from 9am 
to 8pm.  If anyone can spare a couple of hours on that day we would be very 
grateful for your help, especially from 5pm onwards. Please give one of us a ring. 

Our usual pre Christmas coffee morning will be held at Willow Cottage, 
North Road, Kingsland on Tuesday 12

th
 November from 10am to 12noon. All are 

welcome and if you would like a lift, give one of us a ring and we will arrange it.  
The Village Band is giving a concert in the Village Hall on Saturday 23

rd
 

November and their charity this year is St Michael's Hospice.  We will be selling 
raffle tickets in advance of the concert as well as on the night and in this way 
hope to make a substantial donation to the Hospice. So even if you are unable to 
come to the concert you could support us by buying raffle tickets! 

Once again, many thanks to all who help and donate to this very 
worthwhile cause.  

 
Dorothy Brown 388389, Annie Mitchell  388605, Beryl Hoda  388131  

mailto:rev.julie@btinternet.com
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EARDISLAND TWINNING ASSOCIATION 
 

← The group at the farm 

An amazing story has unfolded partly 
due to the twinning links with La 
Vieille Lyre and thanks to Ben 
Woodcock who keeps the village 
website up to date. On 3

rd
 July, Ben 

forwarded me an email from a 
Canadian lady, Diana Sherwin, who 
had found our website through the La 
Vieille Lyre link. Diana’s father, Gord 
Sherwin aged 89, was in the Canadian 
Air Force during the war and was shot 

down over La Vieille Lyre which was still occupied at the time. He parachuted to 
safety and was hiding on the edge of a field when a resistance worker found him. 
He was taken to a farmhouse where he was initially hidden in a barn until papers 
could be produced to identify him as a deaf mute member of the family. He 
certainly owes his life to the bravery of these people who would have been shot 
had he been discovered. 

69 years later, Diana and her family were planning to visit La Vieille Lyre 
on 17

th
 August, the exact date when Gord was shot down, and were hoping to 

find the farm and barn where he was given shelter. They knew the name of the 
French family was Morgand and they needed a contact who could speak English 
to help them find the farm and any remaining relatives. 

I contacted Francis, the Chair of the twinning, asking for his help. He 
consulted with the mother of the Mayor, Denise Dessarthe, who immediately 
knew the family in question. The daughter of the family, Georgette Leboulch 
aged 91, still lives in the same farmhouse and remembers the whole incident. 
Indeed, she still has Gord’s parachute harness that was hidden from the Germans 
in the barn. She was also able to provide the next piece of the jigsaw, the 
resistance worker who found Gord and took him to the farm. He was a 
pharmacist in the village and was the father of Jacqueline Dessarthe, the wife of 
the Mayor and Vice President of the Twinning Association. 

Francis hosted Diana and her family for two nights and arranged a visit 
to the farm and a very emotional meeting with Madame Leboulch. I have 
received photographs of the whole group from Francis and am looking forward to 
hearing more details from Diana when she returns to Canada in September. I am 
sure there will more of this fascinating story to relate in the next edition. 

On matters nearer to home, we are planning an evening with a 
difference on Saturday 26

th
 October 2013. We very much hope that as many of 
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you as possible will join us for an evening of food, fun and music. Please find 
details in the advertisement below. 

Annie Mitchell 
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EARDISLAND 
 

VILLAGE BAND 
 

IT’S THAT TIME OF YEAR AGAIN! 
 

An Evening of Entertainment 
with 

EARDISLAND VILLAGE BAND 
and our guests 

BETH WILLIAMS and PETE FLETCHER 
                    Swing Blues Singer                       Keyboard 
 

Saturday 23rd November 2013 
Eardisland Village Hall 7.00pm for 7.30pm 

Cabaret Seating 
 

PLEASE BRING ALONG A DRINK (GLASSES PROVIDED) 
 

GRAND DRAW IN AID OF ST. MICHAEL’S HOSPICE, HEREFORD 

 
Tickets £6.00, under 13s free 

Tickets from Eardisland Community Shop 
and 

evb@eardisland.org.uk 
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BARBECUE REPORT 
 
Our annual barbecue on Saturday 3

rd
 August once again proved a resounding 

success. All tickets were sold and the large barn at Hardwick House resounded 
with happy conversation and lively music, overlain with the aroma of excellent 
barbecue fare. As the evening progressed eating gave way to dancing. Finally 
everyone moved out onto the terrace as dusk fell to enjoy the traditional 
Firework Finale before making their way home, content with another summer 
evening of good food and fellowship. 

Inevitably an event of this size and complexity relies on many people 
coming together as sponsors of food, drink, draw prizes and fireworks as well as 
giving their time as furniture removers, cleaners, cooks, bar stewards and 
servers. A team every year provides time, talents and money to make such an 
event a social and financial success. As always, a particular vote of thanks is due 
to the Collins family for providing the ideal setting for the evening. 

Due to the widespread support from everyone who attended and to the 
generosity of the sponsors, the event produced over £1900 towards annual 
church running costs. 

Thank you all so very much. 
Eardisland PCC 

EARDISLAND VILLAGE SHOW 
 
The 10

th
 Eardisland Village Show took place on Saturday 7

th
 September 2013 in 

the Village Hall. The statistics for this milestone event are: 263 entries (which 
were down only by 18 on 2012) and 47 entrants making an increase of 4 on 2012. 
 At 4pm Dian Cope, Chair of the Show Committee, called the hall to order 
and gave a speech about the show and then introduced the Rev. Julie Read who 
presented the prizes in the categories below: 
 
Cookery                        Esther Simpson 
Wine                              Pat Roche 
Floral Art                       Esther Simpson 
Handicraft                     Esther Simpson 
Horticulture                  Esther Simpson 
Photography                 Keith Mitchell 
Art                                  Brian Pollard  
Creative Writing           Kathleen Freeman 
Children under 6           Harris Woodcock 
Children 6-14                 Leah Wilde 
Overall Winner              Esther Simpson 
Megan LLoyd Trophy    Shelley Connop (Presented by Anita Watkins in 

memorium) Yellow Rose 
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After the awards Julie was thanked and presented with a basket of flowers 
arranged by Esther Simpson. A huge "thank you" to all who judged, stewarded, 
entered items, made refreshments, sold raffle tickets, took entrance money, 
added up marks and most of all those who attended and made all our hard work 
so worthwhile. 
 Special thanks to all the Eardisland Village Show Committee, for without 
their stalwart support the show would not take place. If anyone wishes to join us 
we would welcome new and fresh ideas and your participation would be most 
appreciated. (Telephone Mavis on 01544 387972 or Dian Cope 01544 388317.) 

If you do not wish to hoard your rosettes please return them to one of 
the committee thus keeping costs down and doing your bit for recycling! 

Thank you for reading this and hopefully if you have not exhibited 
before you may consider it for the next show. 

Mavis Tantrum Eardisland, Village Show Secretary 
 

EARDISLAND DUCK RACES 
 
We held our annual Duck Race on Bank Holiday Sunday, the weather was fine 
and a good crowd came to enjoy the afternoon’s fun. The Duck Races Bottle Stall 
and Cuddly Toys raised over £400 much-needed funds for the Village Hall. We 
were very pleased to have some extra help from Darren Staples this year, 
hopefully he will help again as the Hall Committee  is very short of willing helpers. 
 Please look on the notice board for the date of our next event which will 
be a Quiz Night for everybody, so brush up your general knowledge and join us. 
Hope to see you there. 

Gill Richards 
 

EARDISLAND PARISH COUNCIL 
 
The well-deserved success in the Village in Bloom competition is the icing on the 
cake for the parish, as the village has again looked lovely all year. The Parish 
Council wish like to thank all the volunteers in the village who have contributed 
to another Gold Award. 

The Parish Council has been consulted recently on several planning 
applications, including a proposed porch extension at Arrow Barns, four new 
poultry houses at The Leen, Pembridge and a new dwelling on land adjacent to 
Tadpole Field. Concerns have been raised in conjunction with this last application 
with regard to the development boundary of the parish and also to possibility of 
increased flood water displacement. These are undeniably important issues and 
the Parish Council is aware that further research and investigation is being 
undertaken at this point to be submitted to the Environment Agency and 
Herefordshire Council Planning Department.   
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The Parish Council is also hugely grateful to the Community Led Plan 
Steering Group, who have now submitted their draft plan to the Council for 
approval. This is the culmination of months of work by a dedicated team, who 
have worked hard to ensure as wide a participation in the process as possible. 
 Publication and adoption of the plan is an important milestone for the parish 
and the Parish Council thanks everyone who has contributed to this truly 
community-based effort. 

Suzanne Wenczek 
 
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 

 
Partners and Communities Together (PACT) in Eardisland 
PACT surgeries offer an opportunity for police to meet local residents in an 
informal way so that concerns and information can be exchanged and local 
priorities established. If there are issues you want to raise then do so at the next 
planned Thursday surgeries which will be held from 3.00-4.00pm at the Village 
Shop on 12 September, 10 October, and 7 November. 
 
Seasonal Crime Trends – Please Note! 

1. Theft of Garden ornaments in Eardisland and Pembridge 
In two separate incidents in the last four weeks a metal planter stand (3’ 
high x 2’ wide) was stolen from an Eardisland garden. Some days later a 
shallow limestone trough, 4 limestone mushrooms, a 5’ high cast iron statue 
of a lady, and two bronze ‘whistler’ ducks were stolen from a Pembridge 
garden. 
2. Theft of catalytic converters from parked vehicles 
A number of vehicles parked overnight on driveways in Leominster and 
separately in Weobley have had their catalytic converters removed through 
thieves using pipe cutters. The converters contain precious metals which 
fetch a good price as scrap metal. 
3. Theft of garden tools and a garden shed 
There continues to be reports of garden equipment stolen from sheds across 
the area. However, recently in an overnight-raid on allotments in Pembridge, 
the contents of a garden shed were emptied and left but the thieves 
dismantled and stole the 6’ x 4’ wooden shed. 
4. Theft at Kingsland Car Auctions 
In early August some time between 6.00-9.00pm a truck and trailer were 
stolen from the car park. 
5. Theft from parked vehicles 
In Leominster a number of unattended cars have had windows smashed and 
handbags removed. Please remove valuables from vehicles even if the 
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vehicle is unattended for a short period of time, or at least place items in a 
locked car boot out of sight. 
A driver of a white van in Leominster left his vehicle unattended for just 5 
minutes. In that short space of time thieves removed a set of wide three-tier 
ladders that had been stored on top of the vehicle. 
6. Theft at Kingsland Church 
A wooden plaque was stolen from a grave in the churchyard which has 
caused considerable distress to the family members. 
 
7. Theft of debit card at Leominster branch of Morrison’s 
A debit card was recently stolen from a person’s pocket while shopping at 
this local supermarket. Later that day the card was used in ATMs in 
Leominster to draw out cash. Please be extra vigilant! 
 
Online shopping scams 
There are a growing number of residents falling victim to internet fraud. It 
would appear that online shopping and auction sites are regularly the most 
reported category of fraud in recent months. Shopping on the internet has 
grown massively and is a huge area for business transactions, but inevitably 
attracts unscrupulous operators. As a result we need to be aware that there 
are sophisticated scammers around looking to take advantage. 
Using the internet to buy goods or services saves considerable time and 
effort and also presents you with the widest choice. There are, however, 
risks associated with online shopping and you need to take care with what 
you are buying, from whom, and how you pay for your purchase. 
Likewise, online auction sites are a highly popular way of buying and selling 
both new and second-hand goods and risks cane be reduced by being 
careful. Choose reputable sellers and buyers, ensure payment has been 
received before despatching goods and ensure the payment website is 
authentic and secure before entering payment details. Heeding the following 
safety tips will help enhance protection while shopping online: 
 

 Ensure any online retailer unfamiliar to you is reputable by researching 
them – establish a physical address and telephone contact details. 

 Paying by credit card offers greater protection than other methods in 
terms of frauds, guarantees and non-delivery. 

 Double-check all details of your purchase before confirming payment. 

 Do not reply to unsolicited emails from companies you do not recognise. 

 When making payment to an individual, never transfer money directly 
into their bank account but use a secure payment site such as Pay Pal. 

 Check sellers’ privacy policy and returns policy. 
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 Keep receipts and check credit card and bank statements carefully after 
shopping to ensure the correct amount has been debited. 

 If new to online auctions, take time to read the online guides provided by 
the company to understand the system and what the rules are. 

 Understand what the auction company can do (and will not do) if 
something goes wrong. 

 Use a login name for the auction site that is different from your email 
address. 

 If the seller is a business, check their real-world existence. If they provide 
a phone number or address give them a call. 

 
Keith Mitchell (Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator) 

 

Neighbourhood 
Watch 

Co-ordinator 

Keith Mitchell Arrow Lea 01544 388605 

 
 
 

Neighbourhood 
Watch Team 

Mike Coleburn 
Gerry Corfield  
Barry Freeman 
John Holding 
John Hope 
Brian Pollard 
Graham Simpson 
Ben Woodcock 

Upper Hardwick 
Broom Lane 
Holmlea 
Old Pearmain 
Lower Hardwick Fm 
Stephen’s Cottage 
Lyme Lane 
2 Orchard Cottages 

01544 388486 
01544 388575 
01544 388226 
01544 388176 
01544 388504 
01544 388915 
01544 388641 
01544 388976 

 
 
EARDISLAND IN BLOOM 
 
We are, of course, delighted to gain a Gold Award for Achievement and Best 
Small Village in Bloom again this year. The Heart of England in Bloom results 
reflect our joy with the village’s appearance this year and are pleased with the 
feedback given by both parishioners and visitors alike. Our thanks go to the many 
gardeners, musicians and others who contributed to this success. 

Later this month we will be taking geranium cuttings and hoping to save 
as many of the plants as possible, likewise the begonias. Other autumnal work 
will include planting tulip bulbs in the Memorial Garden and preparing the beds 
for winter.  

Should anyone have any constructive ideas the E-Team may be able 
implement in 2014 please let us know.  

Chris Watson, Eric Pilcher, Phil Milchard 
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EARDISLAND CHILDREN’S ALLOTMENT 
 
The allotment has been producing good crops of 
vegetables all summer and should be doing so for a 
few more months; we’ve enjoyed courgettes, peas, 
beans, lettuce and kale. We’ve also had great success 
with the greenhouse, regularly picking armfuls of 
cucumbers and with tomatoes in full swing. 
 The In Bloom judges visited the allotment in 
July and saw a massive change from the year before. 

They were impressed with our insect hotel, which they described as the best 
they’d ever seen, and were entertained by Harris, Ollie and Emily showing them 
what fun can be had while gardening. 

The Eardisland Community Shop has kindly paid for group youth 
membership of the RSPB, which means that all children get a bi-monthly wildlife 
magazine and free entry to all RSPB reserves. It’s a great introduction for the 
children to some important wildlife-related issues. 

We’re coming to the end of our gardening year, so at our next session 
the children will be picking what crops we have left and clearing up into the 
compost heaps. 

Weather permitting, all children with parents / grandparents in tow are 
welcome at the allotment on Saturday 28th September at 10am. 
Drink and biscuit provided. 

We then plan to have a final session towards the end of October to pick 
and carve the pumpkins in time for Halloween. Look out for the dates on the 
website and on posters around the village. 

Ben Woodcock 
EARDISLAND IN BLOOM 

 
Sunflower competition results. 
 
Thanks to all who entered this year’s children only 
competition, the results as measured by Phil Milchard and 
Sandy Ross are: 

 
1

st
 Millie Dyer   233cm 

2
nd

 Anna Watson  206cm 
3

rd
 Eti Woodcock  187cm 

 
A special mention has to be given to the children’s allotment for collectively 
growing a giant sunflower taller than anyone else’s! 

Prizes and certificates were presented at the Village Show. 
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TRIPS TO CLASSICAL MUSIC CONCERTS 
 

Tickets for the new season (September 2013 – June 2014) have now been 
reserved at: Birmingham Symphony Hall and Birmingham Town Hall. 

 
All welcome to join us for just one or a selection from the proposed twelve! 

Some matinees, and some evening performances - varying prices 
Plus two longer day trips including 

shopping or a chance to see the museum/art gallery 
Coach picks up: 

 Leominster Bus Station 
Hereford Courtyard Theatre 
Bromyard Conquest Theatre 

 
For full details of concert programmes and times please either: 

Email: mary.seldon@googlemail.com 
Phone: 01885 482543   

 
EARDISLAND BOWLING CLUB 
 
Sadly, by the time you read this column the outdoor bowling season will have 
drawn to a close, however the clubhouse will remain in use by members every 
Tuesday evening throughout the winter.  

This has been a remarkably successful season for the club, with 
membership booming to such an extent that there is talk of introducing a waiting 
list for new members in 2014. Club nights (Tuesdays) have regularly seen 28 
members take to the green, but in recent weeks we had 31, followed the next 
week by the maximum permitted 32. These figures are unheard of in recent 
history and the strength of the club is being shown in the results achieved on the 
green, with 9 victories and just 3 defeats in the months of July and August.  

On 24
th

 August the club enjoyed a successful social evening in the village 
hall, when Little Dave entertained with a range of musical hits from the 60’s and 
70’s, which had many of the nearly 50 strong audience on their feet.  

On Monday 30
th

 September, this time in the bowling club, there is to be 
an Evening of Mediumship with Jackie Mecke. Tickets, priced at £10, are selling 
fast and are strictly limited to 30. Should you wish to attend please let me know 
ASAP and I’ll check the availability. Please note the bar will be well stocked as the 
spirits are expected to go well.  

Further social event are planned over the winter so keep checking the 
notice boards.  

Phil Milchard 

mailto:mary.seldon@googlemail.com
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Eardisland Bowling Club wishes to thank everyone who participated in the Open 
Garden and Train Running Day on Saturday 20

th
 July at Black Barn, the home of 

Mavis & Doug Tantrum. Over 100 people attended and £622 was raised towards 
the recent refurbishment of the club house facilities etc. We wish to thank those 
who attended, those who gave donations who could not attend, the stalwart folk 
who helped set up and also helped on the day, entrance money collectors, 
parking attendants, train drivers, model train runners, barbecue staff, kitchen 
duty staff, sellers of books and bric a brac, cherry pickers and those who made 
and donated cakes for refreshments.  

The weather was so kind to us and in such an idyllic setting everyone 
enjoyed a truly worthwhile day in every respect. Well done all! 
 

Mavis and Doug Tantrum 
 
EARDISLANDIANA - A MISCELLANY OF THE HISTORY OF OUR PARISH 
 

Circa 1683 
 
    This drawing is from History from Marble by 
Thomas Dingley (circa 1683) via the Camden 
Society reprint of 1867. 
       A ‘Spot the Difference’ competition could be 
based on it although some features are very 
easy to identify as being different from what is 
to be seen today. 
       Two features in particular stand out: the 
spire on the tower; and the dormer-window in 
the roof of the nave. Both are mentioned in the 
Parish Book within the records of meetings of 

the Parish Vestry: 
       4

th
 January 1749 .......and it appears to us that the Steple of the parish Church 

is in great decay and Very Rueingous, and that it is impossable to repair the same, 
and by falling thereof will Inevitably pull down the tower, and probably Crush the 
Body of the S

d
 Church, it is therefore ordered that the Church wardens do make 

Proper Application to the Bishop or the Consistory Coart of the Dioces of 
Hereford; to obtain leave to pull down the said Spire, in order to avoid the 
Consequences from the falling thereof   [HRO AJ32/58]. 
       and the dormer-window: 
       25

th
 May 1800.......and it is also agreed to take Down a Dorment in the south 

side of the Church as is Thought Hurtfull to the Roof of the Church  [HRO 
AJ32/59]. 
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       Some 200 years before the removal of this window, the Sheriff of 
Herefordshire lived in this parish: 
 
1601 
Hyett, Richard, of Broome, Sheriff 1601 
       This is from Strong, George The Heraldry of Herefordshire London, 1848, at 
page 65. 
       Arms very similar to those detailed by Strong for Hyett are still to be seen in 
the East Window of the church (bottom left one of the six shields, as seen from 
the nave). These arms, slightly varied since 1601 (whether intentionally or 
otherwise)  may relate to this same family who remained at The Broome until 
1700 when, together with other lands in Eardisland, it was sold to John 
Pierrepont, ‘citizen and vintner of London’ to whom it had been mortgaged. My 
source for this is: Robinson History of the Mansions and Manors of Herefordshire. 
London, 1873, Eardisland page, 3

rd
 footnote. 

 
1533 
       From my Paper The Lordship of the Manor of Hinton comes mention of a 
National Archives reference [SC6/HEN VIII/1295]  where the catalogue wording 
is: 
Hereford, Orleton, etc (as in SC6/HEN VIII/1273) omitting Pembridge manor, 
Noke, Eardisland, Hinton, Little Cowarne possessions of Princess Katherine, 
dowager of Arthur, late.......25-26 Hen VIII. 
       This was Arthur, late Prince of Wales and the Katherine therefore was 
Katherine of Aragon. Years 25-26 Hen VIII were 1533-1535. 
       Relating to this same date range, 1533-1535, and at a similar National 
Archives reference, SC6/HEN VIII/1297, following the bailiff’s Account for the 
manor of Eardisland (Erleslane) is further detail about the manor of Hinton 
(Hynton) namely: 
Account of John Baker accountant there for the said period 
       There is a considerable amount of detail under eight headings: 
       -Fixed rents 
       -Issues of lands in the hands of the Lord 
       -Farm of diverse lands 
       -Farm of the quarries 
       -Rents received 
       -Perquisites of the court 
       -fees 
       -Monies paid 
       This last section is followed by a summarising paragraph at the end of which 
he is discharged from all financial obligation arising from his period as 
Accountant: 
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       And he owes 6s 8d. Which is allocated to the said accountant from lost rents 
of the said quarry as above which are due to him because the said quarry in all 
building work and expenditure. Therefore that no stones below those cut or 
moved were possible to the said accountant in the presence of the said auditor 
and thus in lost rents in this year as in the preceding years and thus he is relieved 
these sums. 
       And he is quit 
       It is clear from this transcript (not mine) that the original is likely to have 
been in shorthand latin, hence the unusual word order and apparent gaps. 
 

George Alderson 

 
THE EARDISLAND MOATED MOTTE 

 
 
 
 
 
About the year 600AD, the valley of the river Arrow and its immediate environs 
were subject to occupation by ‘Anglians’ led by the Mercian Prince, Merewahl. By 
circa 700AD there is thought to have been the occupation of the Kingsland, 
Eardisland and Monkland areas and a first dyke dug. For the protection of the 
inhabitants, animals and crops, earthworks were created. It may be that the 
motte and moat in Eardisland served this purpose. A Saxon presence in 
Eardisland would have followed the Anglian invasion which gradually moved 
westwards.  

It is apparent that there is a long history associated with the motte, but 
little hard evidence of what existed on the top and there has been no specific 
dating evidence. Nothing seems to have been there which has been recorded in 
comparatively recent times. Most of the evidence comes from 16

th 
- 17

th 
C deeds 

and passing references by historians of Herefordshire. It may be that the view 
that it has Saxon origins (perhaps 7

th
- 9

th
 centuries) derives from the comments 

of  the Rev Joseph Barker (vicar of Eardisland 1862-1901) who took a great 
interest in local history and was a member of the then recently formed 
Woolhope Club (1852). In one of his articles he says“.......I rather conceive this 
moated mound to have been the site of a Saxon habitation, or stronghold....…” 
[Barker, Rev. J ‘Eardisland its Church and Antiquities’.] This view was repeated in 
a Woolhope Field Club (WFC) paper in 1936, where it is stated “earthworks were 
dug at Kingsland & Eardisland (the castle & the moat) & a dike was made across 
the lowland of the Arrow valley…”  Lord Rennell of Rodd  (another local 20

th
 

The site is of great historical importance, although details of its history are 
not certain. It is a protected site and under no circumstances is access to it 
possible without special permissions. Even then, no excavations or similar 
work can be undertaken. 
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century historian) suggests that “the house of the lord.......was either at the 
moated mound or on the higher ground at Burton…” [Reeves ‘Leon Valley’ page 
129]. This view has tended to become the locally accepted one, that it was a 
Saxon stronghold, prior to the Norman Conquest. It is likely that Eardisland had 
had a history of a community from the Saxon period. 
 The possibility that a castle on the motte was of a post Conquest period 
is suggested by the Leominster historian Price (1795) who says that from 1087 
onwards to 1100 “William Rufus frequently sent large armies to defend the 
inhabitants of this country [Welsh Marches] from their [the Welsh] invasions, 
which, entering their forests, pursued and killed vast numbers of them.”  He goes 
on to say that Rufus carried out a major castle building programme in this area, 
which could easily, on Price’s wording, have included Eardisland, Burton and  
Twyford (three of the Manors of Eardisland). He also says that “from this period 
[1087-1100] and the reign of Henry I [1100-1135] we may date the building of the 
greatest part of the castles...[in this vicinity]”. During the reign of Henry 2

nd
 Price 

says   “this William de Braose gave to the King.......to have seisin of his lands and 
Castles etc. in Monmouthshire: yet he was also possessed of Huntingdon Castle, 
Kington, Ereslone (Aresland or Eardisland) Kingslone or Kingsland and other lands 
in this County”.  

Shoesmith. R. in his ‘A Guide to the Castles & Moated Sites in 
Herefordshire’ says that “after 1236 it (the motte site) was held of the de Braose 
family who were probably responsible for building the castle. Later it was one of 
the possessions of the Mortimers”. It is clearly assumed by this eminent historian 
that a castle did stand on the motte. Court House deeds (and others related to 
Glan Arrow) refer to ‘Old Hule House’ in 1577. (‘Hule’ is old English for ‘Hill’). The 
name ‘the old fortress’ does appear on the tithe map of 1844 over the motte. 

In 1893 the moat was dredged. One report states, “Nothing of interest 
was found”. Although, in more recent times items have been found on land on 
which the dredged material was spread, including two identified by Hereford 
Archaeologists as part of a foot from an early medieval cooking pot. In the late 
Victorian period various Herefordshire Directories also began to refer to the 
motte and its possible history based on details which had been gleaned from 
much earlier sources. But these Directories did not necessarily check or name 
these. In 1895 Kelly's Directory stated that “...near the church is a moated mound, 
belonging to the Court (House), the site of an ancient Saxon residence”. This is an 
example of how information becomes treated as ‘fact’, but is unsourced. 
 
In 1934 the Royal Commission on Historical Monuments (RCHM) described the 
‘Moated Mound’: “40 yds North of the church, it is about 49 yards in diameter at 
the base and rises some 16 ft. above the moat level. A causeway crosses the moat 
on the N.W”. [Vol. 3, page 47]. It is likely that the figures quoted were obtained 
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by surveyors since the RCHM was a reliable study of all the important properties 
and sites in the parish. 

In 1956 the village WI wrote a history of Eardisland. It is full of 
fascinating details obtained from the recollections of people, some of whose 
memories would have gone back into the previous century. But none appear to 
have any recollection of a building on the motte within their time spans. Rather 
the authors make use of existing information. They state, “Behind the church is an 
ancient mound surrounded by a moat and crowned with trees…on an old map of 
the Court House Farm this mound is named ‘The Fortress', and it is thought to 
have been the site of a Saxon habitation or stronghold, and to have been 
surmounted by a palisade. About thirty years ago, when the moat was drained 
and cleared of mud several 'mud-oyster shells, measuring about six inches by one-
and-a-half inches, were found”. It is apparent that the authors were relying for 
their information on that produced earlier by Rev Barker. It seems from this 
account that the moat may have been dredged again in about 1925/26.  

In 1925, Alfred Watkins published ‘The Old Straight Track’ in which the 
motte is mentioned. Watkins born in Hereford in 1865, was an early 
photographer and local historian. In this book he developed his theory that 
ancient trackways cut across Britain, in which hills, earthworks, churches and 
mottes are aligned along straight lines associated with the planetary system. He 
argues that the whole of Britain is covered in such trackways or ‘ley lines’ that 
connect such features. He suggests, speculatively, that they are examples of very 
ancient science. The problem is to know whether there is any true scientific basis 
to his theory (which he received in a "single flash" whilst crossing the hills near 
Bredwardine) and which has been criticised by archaeologists and scientists. 
Watkins says,  "What really matters is whether it is a humanly designed fact, or 
an accidental occurrence ...that mounds moats and beacons fall into straight lines 
throughout Britain..”   However, for those intrigued or plain sceptical, the book 
does hold features of interest for Eardisland; he finds a specific ley line crossing 
the motte. He describes it as "A most convincing instance of a present day path 
aligning over a moated mound, its causeway, and an ancient ford with mark 
stone”.  He says "The flat topped mound, within the moat is of considerable 
height from I5 feet to 30 feet.." He describes the track as "going past the school, 
sighted on the moat, also straight with the absolute precision of the causeway, 
which is on the other side of the mound to the path". He goes on to explain that 
the ley goes over the Arrow and through Monks Close, where there is another 
small mound.... "Here the ley (exactly magnetic west) passes through one side of 
the mound about 4 yards from its edge." In addition, he makes other references 
to Eardisland in his study, where he found indications of actual tracks to one side 
of two burrows. His work may or may not have scientific justification but it makes 
interesting reading. His book also contains one interesting photograph of the 
motte and moat in the Edwardian period, looking very rustic. 
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Although the history of the motte has never been finally settled, it is 
apparent that contemporary historians are clear that a building requiring defence 
once stood on it. Whether this was constructed of stone or was a wooden 
palisade, is unclear, even the exact dimensions have never been established. 
Whilst its origins are uncertain, it remains an important feature of our local 
community, still open to much speculation and of great significance for the 
history of Eardisland. 

Paul Selfe  
 
For more thorough historical details of the early history of Eardisland, interested 
readers should look at the Parish Community website and the Local History option 
compiled by George Alderson. 
 
A NOTE TO THE EDITOR . . . 
 
Earlier this year I received two guests at Arrow Bank B & B. We talked of local history, and 
subsequently I was sent the piece below. I forwarded copies to Paul Selfe and George 
Alderson. 
 

← The Great Grandparents 

The winter cold on 
January 19th 1849 was 
thankfully held at bay 
in the White Swan Inn 
Eardisland by the fire, 
being, generously 
tended by landlord 
James Bassett, for the 
benefit of the guests 
and especially his wife 
Elizabeth, who was 
about to bring their 
seventh child, a son, 

into the world. Richard was born into the rapidly changing Victorian era. Railways 
were spreading, the Corn Laws had been repealed, and information flowed via 
electric telegraphs and the penny post. Overseas the times were also changing, 
potato famine in Ireland was prompting emigration and after the discovery of 
gold at Sutters Mill, California, the first ship carrying miners, the 49rs, 
immortalised in the song Darling Clementine, arrived in San Francisco, they even 
had their photographs taken.   

When Richard was one year old, plans for the Great Exhibition were 
announced and work commenced on the renowned building in Hyde Park made 



24 
 

from cast iron and the recently invented plate glass, this would eventually be the 
Crystal Palace. In the same year Poet Laureate William Wordsworth died from 
pleurisy. The Wordsworths had a great affinity to Herefordshire, spending much 
time at Brinsop Court which was owned by his brother-in-law. From Brinsop they 
travelled widely. Mary Wordsworth’s nephew, Thomas Hutchinson, was vicar at 
Kimbolton from 1841. He was so pleased to have the famous family stay with him 
in 1845 at “Grantsfield” that he had their initials carved on what is now known as 
the Poet’s Stone at Leysters, a place where they sat and mused. This is to have 
some significance in Richards’s future. 

Growing up, Richard had plenty of relatives to visit nearby. His uncle 
Thomas ran the Old Bull as a stopping point for drovers. Later when trade began 
to dwindle due to the railways he moved into farming, ending up at Limes Hall.  
Uncle John lived in the Orchard, but after fathering six daughters, moved into The 
Swan to be a lodger. Aunt Elizabeth was resident at Bridge Cottage, where she 
stayed well into her seventies, supported by the rents left to her by Richard’s 
grandfather, William. Just a stone’s throw away was the village school and when 
Richard started there the Crimean War was being fought, from which Florence 
Nightingale would return to confront parliament with the unpleasant truth that 
due to their poor support provided for the army, more men died of disease than 
enemy action.  

Growing up in these dynamic times, with visitors coming with tales of 
the many new wonders, must have been enthralling for a young Herefordshire 
lad. Not only for Richard, for just as the first trans-Atlantic telegraph cable was 
being laid, his brother James set out for Church Stretton in 1858, where he was 
to train as an architect, go into partnership, be bankrupted, and eventually 
became successful in Aston, Birmingham. By the time Richard reached twelve, 
elder sister Jane was in London and was soon married to Joseph Plumb from the 
Strand area. 

Sometime around this period Richard set out in the world but not 
following in anyone’s footsteps. Times have changed somewhat, the rush to build 
railways was petering out, the American civil war blockade was preventing 
exports of cotton, manufacturing was in a downturn. Richard went into service 
and landed a position to one W. Wordsworth in Cumberland. It was “Willy 
Wordsworth”, the Poet Laureate’s son.  I can imagine, when asked at the 
interview where he came from, Richard replying Eardisland, then Willy 
Wordsworth saying: “Ah my cousin is just the other side of Leominster.” You can 
see it would be plain sailing after that!  

Richard’s mother was taken ill and sister Jane returned from London 
with husband Joseph Plumb and two daughters to take over running the Swan 
Inn, with father James staying on as a lodger and returning to his original trade as 
a builder. Richard’s mother Elizabeth Bassett (née Kinnersle) died in 1868 and is 
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buried in the grounds of St. Mary’s church, Eardisland. Her imposing monument 
is on the right of the path just through the entrance. 

The next part of the story is somewhat of a surprise - Richard married 
Emma Allcock, abode: Manchester Jail. Emma’s profession: Chaplain’s Servant. 
We may never know how they met, but Willy Wordsworth was a magistrate so 
there is a chance they may have been involved in the same circles at some time. 
Fate having brought Richard and Emma together, they got married by special 
license at Old St. Pancras London, August 1877.  Richard’s profession was by now 
a butler, the witnesses were his sister Elizabeth Plum and brother John, who 
moved to London and trained to be a chemist and druggist. John lived with his 
wife of ten years, Ellen, in St. Pancras. Unfortunately he would be a widower in 
the next ten years, also Richards’s sister Sarah would pass away at age of thirty, 
and his cousin George will begin a new life in the USA. 

Richard and Emma return to Cumberland and held several local 
positions whilst bringing up three children: Emma, John and Mary. Not long after 
the Wight Brothers first flight, Richard’s wife Emma passed away in 1904, and his 
son, John Henry, moved on to manage Aspdens woodyard in Blackburn, where, in 
1907, he married Belinda P Doyle, whom he met in Carlisle. Richard described 
himself as warehouseman on the certificate. He passed away in 1912. During his 
latter years he had seen the introduction of electricity, the telephone, motor cars 
and Marconi Wireless Telegraph. 

Richard’s son John Henry fathers three children, Harry, Elsie and Fred, 
before he answered the call to the Great War, which he survived and was 
awarded the Military Medal for Bravery rescuing wounded from no-mans’ land. 
John succumbed to pneumonia in 1932 at the age of 51. In his lifetime, public 
broadcast radio, TV, commercial flight and the first plastics were introduced. 

Richard’s grandson Harry married a local girl, Edith, in 1938 and at the 
time of the Second World War was in the reserved occupation of draftsman at 
Bristol aircraft, so joined the Home Guard. Fred was conscripted and ended up as 
Staff Sergeant in REME in the North African campaign, and Elsie joined the St. 
John Ambulance. Harry and Edith had two sons, Peter in 1944, and John in 1950 - 
both on March 11

th
, but six years apart. By a quirk of fate, Harry is the first fare-

paying passenger on the world’s first trans-Atlantic jet airliner, the Comet Four. 
BOAC had set the inaugural flight for VIPs as October 4

th
 1958 with Comets taking 

off from New York and London. Harry was in New York on a business trip and 
scheduled to return on Oct 3

rd
, but the aircraft he was to travel on “went 

technical” and BOAC did not want the adverse publicity of a departure lounge full 
of their delayed passengers whilst they touted their new service to the World’s 
press. Therefore they used the “back up” Comet that was there as insurance to 
get the stranded passengers home. The seats were allocated alphabetically and 
Harry Bassett got seat: 1A. 

Richard Bassett was my great-grandfather. 
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I survived what killed my grandfather thanks to antibiotics, and you are reading 
this thanks to computers, mobile phones and internet, and we all know about 
nuclear power, space travel, lasers and DNA. 

Peter Bassett 2013  
 
I found that reference in the 1851 census. I have since revisited this and verified 
that it is correct. In fact I am very confident that the enumerator was a relation of 
mine one Thomas Bassett proprietor of the said Old Bull.  

I have been looking to find the locations of the Bassetts’ dwellings in 
Eardisland and to that end I have listed the village centre occupants with their 
relevant occupations, taken from the 1841 and 1851 censuses. With due regard 
to all the errors that may be involved in how the information presents now, there 
are still constants, such as who lives next door etc. It looks as though the two 
censuses’ enumerators took different paths. 
 In 1851 Thomas Bassett the enumerator as well as listing the Old Bull 
lists the Swan, but not the Cross which only shows the proprietor as inn keeper. 
There is a shop keeper shown near to the Old Bull In 1851. The Curate of 
Eardisland is registered as a British Subject born in Ceylon. 
   Putting together that part of the Bassett family history did give me a 
new perspective on my heritage, giving more life to the characters only seen in 
various records, especially finding Thomas Bassett as enumerator, his brother 
James of the Swan is enumerator in 1861, but has not listed an Old Bull so 
perhaps it had closed by then. 

Charles Bassett was enumerator in 1901, he was married to Mary 
Macklin and they shared work and children between their families’ homes, he had 
his farewell dinner at the Cross, and the Inn keeper in 1851 has the name Macklin 
so perhaps there is a little story there also. 
 
This is an edit of the emaisl sent by Peter. The ‘Old Bull’ seems to have been in 
this house, now called Arrow Bank. It is marked on a Victorian map, a copy of 
which was given to me by Graham Simpson. It’s odd to go to sleep at night 
thinking of all the events that happened in this old house. 

Chris Bivand 
 

WEOBLEY THEATRE GOERS 
 
A busy month for theatre goers this month!  On Wed 9 October we are off to 
Malvern to see Daytona. The coach will leave Bell Square at 12.30pm for the 
performance at 2.30pm.  

Then on 30 October, we are off to Birmingham to see War Horse, 
leaving Weobley at 10.00am for the 2.00pm matinee performance. Don’t forget 
the tissues! 
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I have also booked for an after-Christmas show: on Wed 8 January 2014 
– Robin Cousins’ ICE Show – “Olympic champion and head judge on ITV’s Dancing 
on Ice, Robin Cousins has hand-picked the greatest ice skaters from around the 
globe to bring his incredible new production to life.  Dynamic and atmospheric 
ICE will draw you into its unique world, where world class skaters glide, soar, flip 
and fly in a truly theatrical setting.”  I have reserved the best seats in the tiered 
area in the Forum Theatre, just a row from the rink – where the ice will fly up and 
you will feel you are ‘in the thick of it’!  Tickets will be £35 to include the coach, 
to be paid before 6 December please.  We shall be leaving Bell Square, Weobley 
at 12.00 and arriving back at about 6.30pm.  

For further information and to book seats contact Kate Best on 01544 
318513 or bobkatebest@tiscali.co.uk 
 
WEATHER NOTES 

 
Summer is ended and now is a good time to take a 
brief look back over the season. Over the country as 
a whole it was a warm, dry summer - the warmest, 
driest and sunniest since 2006. Eardisland has failed 
to fit in with this generalisation in one thing - our 
total summer rainfall was almost spot on the normal 
figure. Lower than usual rainfall figures in June and 
July were made up for in August with 71.4mm (the 
norm being around 49/50mm). There were no 
exceptional weather events, we even escaped the 
thunderstorms that affected much of the rest of the 

country; although there were very many sunny warm days, no temperature 
records were broken. The weather in this summer has been good news for 
butterflies. We must hope that the numbers of these insects begin to build up 
again. 

Peter Glenn 
LOCAL MATTERS 
 
There are two matters being decided by the County Council - school transport fees for 
children and students, and changes in regulations for waste disposal. Please follow these 
links: 
https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/education-and-learning/schools/school-and-college-
transport/school-transport-policy-consultation/ 

http://www.letswasteless.com/cms/recycling-centres/cvt-permits-
new.aspx#Permits.  

mailto:bobkatebest@tiscali.co.uk
https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/education-and-learning/schools/school-and-college-transport/school-transport-policy-consultation/
https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/education-and-learning/schools/school-and-college-transport/school-transport-policy-consultation/
http://www.letswasteless.com/cms/recycling-centres/cvt-permits-new.aspx#Permits
http://www.letswasteless.com/cms/recycling-centres/cvt-permits-new.aspx#Permits
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