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I’m nearly a swan now! This appears to be the remaining one of 6 cygnets from last year – 
he or she has been doing ‘flying practice’ towards the bridge from Arrow Bank. Photo 
taken 5th March 2016. 
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EDITORIAL 
 
I was very sorry to hear of the death of Jan Lane, former landlady of The Cross 
Inn. Jan died in Worcester and was cremated there on Thursday 3rd March, a day 
after what would have been her 60th birthday. Jan had a professional career as a 
science teacher and became Head of Science specialising in students with 
learning difficulties. Jan and her husband Richard ran The Cross for some years, 
hosting various events, including the much-appreciated quiz night. Jan was 
always an excellent host and worked hard. Towards the end of her life ill-health 
affected her badly and The Cross closed. Let us remember her with affection as a 
wife, mother and friend. 
 Thankfully, on a lighter note, the village now has fast broadband as I 
mentioned in my last editorial. The results have mostly been good, as far as I am 
aware, but that is not to say there have not been some technical difficulties for 
some. In my case, and this is not unique, my download speed has increased from 
some 2mps to around 40mps. No complaints from me! If you have upgraded but 
are receiving poor speeds, your best bet is to contact your service provider. 
 With this edition of the Eardisland Parish Magazine, you should find a 
separate sheet ‘Who’s Who’ and ‘Organisations’. Naturally, we hope that it is 
entirely accurate, but if you do find any mistakes, please contact Patricia Gill, 
preferably by email, and we will publish any necessary changes. Contact details 
are on page 44.  

Chris Bivand 
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EARDISLAND VILLAGE DIARY 2015/2016 
 

Thursday 17th March Eardisland in Bloom AGM 

Saturday 19th March W.I. Spring Coffee Morning 

Sunday 20th March Model Train Day, VH, 10.00 – 4.30pm 

Thursday 24th March Parish Council, VH, 7.30pm 

Thursday 31st March Share a Care 

Saturday 9th April Fun Games Evening VH, 6 – 8pm 

Monday 11th April WI – Bras, see page 8 

Saturday 16th April Bowls Club Opening Day, see page 15 

Thursday 28th April Share a Care, VH, 2.30pm 

Thursday 28th April Parish Council, VH, 7.30pm 

Friday 6th May COPY DATE Friday 20th May - projected distribution 

Monday 9th May WI outing, see page 8 

Thursday 12th May Annual Parish Meeting, VH, 7.00pm 

Saturday 14th May Plant Swop/Sale, VH 

Thursday 26th May Share a Care, VH, 2.30pm 

Thursday 26th May Annual Meeting of the Parish Council, 
VH, 7.30pm 

W/W 28 – 30th May ETA visit to France 

Thursday 16th June Parish Council, VH, 7.30pm 

Friday 8th July COPY DATE Friday 22nd July - projected distribution 

Thursday 21st July Parish Council, VH, 7.30pm 

Saturday 3rd September Eardisland Village Show, see page 21 

Thursday 8th September Parish Council, VH, 7.30pm 

Friday 9th September COPY DATE Friday 23rd September - projected 
distribution 

Saturday 22nd October Craft and Produce Fair, Church and VH 

Thursday 27th October Parish Council, VH, 7.30pm 

Friday 4th November COPY DATE Friday 18th November - projected 
distribution 

Thursday 24th November Parish Council, VH, 7.30pm 

 
Please note that changes have been made to the dates of some Parish Council 
Meetings. The above are the amended dates. 
 
ETA = Eardisland Twinning Association 
VH = Eardisland Village Hall 
VHMC = Eardisland Village Hall Management Committee 
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EARDISLAND PARISH COUNCIL 
 

 
The Parish Council has commented on an 
amended application at Orchard Farm, 
following an extra PC meeting on 11th 
March.  

At the February PC it was noted 
that a lot of work had been done on the 
River Arrow following the multi-agency 
walk in June 2015. Another walk in January 
identified further work and the PC is 
waiting for information from the 
Environmental Agency about this. 

On 5th March the PC hosted an 
event for residents to see what interventions can be made for Property Level 
Protection against flooding. It is hoped that this work can be taken forward, as 
such interventions may be able to help a resident’s insurance position. 

The work to revamp the website is underway, so please contact the 
Clerk at eardislandclerk@gmail.com if you have specific suggestions to make.  

An assessment of the trees owned by the PC has been done in February 
and the report will be considered at the March meeting. Diana Palmer is now the 
volunteer Tree Warden for the parish and is acting as a link between any resident 
worried about trees and professionals who can be contacted for advice, 
particularly about Ash Dieback disease. Please contact Diana on 01544 388840 if 
you have any concerns or queries about trees in the parish, whether privately or 
publically owned. 

The Annual Parish Meeting will be on Thursday 12 May at 7.00pm and 
will explain the final processes for the Neighbourhood Development Plan. Please 
come and support this important initiative. 

A number of PC meeting dates have been changed, so the planned 
meetings for the rest of 2016 are as follows: 24 March, 28 April, 26 May, 16 June, 
21 July, 8 September, 27 October and 24 November. 
The changed dates are in the Village Diary. Ed. 

 
EARDISLAND NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN 

 
The Eardisland Neighbourhood Development Plan has completed the first formal 
consultation – Regulation 14 Consultation. All the consultation comments have 
been considered carefully by the Steering Group and a number of changes have 
been made to the draft document. 

mailto:eardislandclerk@gmail.com
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The final work is now being undertaken to present the Submission Plan 
to the Parish Council on 24 March, with a recommendation that the Council 
submit the Eardisland Neighbourhood Development Plan to Herefordshire 
Council. 

Herefordshire Council will undertake another formal consultation – 
Regulation 16 consultation – and then hopefully the Plan will be progressed to 
external examination by a planning inspector. 

The final stage in the process is for a local referendum of all those on the 
Electoral Register. It is hoped this will happen by the autumn. 

Please look out for further information, in the parish magazine and on 
the website (www.eardisland.org.uk), as it is very important to get a high turn-
out for the referendum. We need your support for this vital process. 

 
Alison Sutton, Parish Clerk 

 07789 322771, Email: eardislandclerk@gmail.com 

 
MORTIMER MEDICAL PRACTICE PATIENT PARTICIPATION GROUP (PPG) 
 
The Annual Patient Survey/questionnaire results are currently being analysed 
and the results will be available shortly. 

Dr M Davis will retire at the end of March. The practice has not been 
able to replace all her hours with a doctor. A Lead Practice Nurse is due to 
commence on 25th April to help share the clinical workload. 
 
Help for people living with dementia 
A new Leominster Meeting Centre will open shortly at the multi-agency building, 
Coningsby Road, Leominster (opposite the Leisure Centre). It is intended for 
those people living in Leominster and surrounding area with mild to moderate 
dementia. It is designed to provide support not only for those who have 
dementia but also their families and careers. It will be open 3 days per week 10 -
4pm. Days not yet confirmed.  
Debbie Powney at the Alzheimer's Society will be pleased to supply details and 
answer any questions. Her contact details are 01432 371137. Alternatively, 
referrals can be made by your GP or Dementia Advisor. 
 
Repeat prescriptions 
Rather than using the phone, the practice would prefer, when ordering repeat 
prescriptions, that we put the slip in at the surgery, email or fax. 
 

Diane Lee,   01544 387685 
  

http://www.eardisland.org.uk/
mailto:eardislandclerk@gmail.com
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EARDISLAND VILLAGE BAND ANNUAL CONCERT SATURDAY 12th MARCH 2016: 
AN APPRECIATION FROM BARRY FREEMAN 
 

HELD EVERY YEAR SINCE 2007, our Village Band Concerts are firmly established as 
the traditional curtain-raiser to the year’s series of events. 

AS ALWAYS, band leader Andy Davies drew on his vast knowledge of 
traditional folk music to compile the latest programme: Cotswold Morris, 
Northumberland, Shetland and upstate New York all contributed to the selection 
in the first half. 

FOR SEVERAL YEARS this concert has been styled as “Eardisland Village 
Band and Friends”. Special guests this year were Jill Ireland and Mark Richards. 
With their jazzy style, original lyrics and impeccable musicianship on flute and 
guitar they are usually found fronting their band “The Rhythm Thieves” or 
hosting community music-making at The Sun in Leintwardine. They are 
longstanding favourites with a wide following along the border marches folk 
music area. 

IN HIS PROGRAMME NOTES, Andy acknowledges the extent to which he 
has drawn on the arrangements published by Dave Townsend of the Mellstock 
Band. Longstanding attendees of Eardisland Village Hall events will doubtless 
recall the riotous evening in July 2003 when Dave and his three colleagues raised 
the roof with their array of a dozen instruments including the great brass 
serpent. 

After expenses, ticket sales produced £241.00. This year, the Band has 
agreed to give a proportion of the takings, kindly augmented by an individual 
donation, as a gift to an ex-band member currently suffering from ill health. The 
remainder goes towards the hire of the Village Hall for band practices and to 
purchase new music. The raffle produced £143.35 which has been donated to the 
Eardisland Village Hall toilet restoration fund. Everyone is thanked for their 
support – and for the fantastic raffle prizes. This year all prizes were local 
experiences/events. A wonderful evening again and here’s to the next time! 
 

SOUP & PUD! 
 

On Saturday 27th February, a very successful soup and pudding event took place 
in the village hall. More than 50 people enjoyed a warming bowl of soup with 
crusty bread and a choice of delicious homemade desserts. Many lingered for a 
chat over a cup of tea of coffee and a good time was had by all!  

Many thanks to everyone who supported this event, raising much 
needed funds towards updating our village hall. Thanks to everyone who 
donated desserts and their time to help, especially Barbara. Last, but by no 
means least, special thanks go to our waiting staff, Anna, Christie, Etienne and 
Bethan who worked non-stop!     Margaret & Sue 
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‘Share A Care’ 

 
The Local Link 

Connecting the people of Eardisland 
 

Join us for a free cuppa and a chat  
Thursday  

28th April & 26th May 
from  

2.30pm  
in 

Eardisland Village Hall 
 

This is a not a club or organisation – there are 
no formal meetings.  

 
Everyone is invited! 

 
Together we can make a difference! 

 

 
EARDISLAND VILLAGE HALL: UPDATE MARCH 2016 
 
The table top sale held at the end of January was a great event. It is a shame that 
we did not attract more people to come and buy but that did not detract from 
the community spirit. A huge thank you to all those who volunteered, had a table 
or came to support. Thank you especially to Elaine and Bob for the delicious 
bacon butties! Over £150 was raised for hall funds. 

Thank you to Margaret Milchard and Sue Wallis for organising the Soup 
and Puds lunch. A very enjoyable time was had by all. 

https://www.google.co.uk/search?rlz=1T4ADRA_enGB417GB419&tbm=isch&q=chain+link+clip+art&revid=399078923&biw=1280&bih=835&dpr=1
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We look forward to seeing as many as possible on Saturday 9th April at 
the fun games evening - nothing serious, just an opportunity to join together and 
play some games. All ages welcome. 

Thank you to Ken Griffiths for concreting in the mat well in the entrance, 
with the addition of a new mat the entrance should be less slippy in wet weather. 

Thank you those who have offered to help organise a celebration to 
commemorate the 90th birthday of Queen Elizabeth II. More information to 
come in the May magazine and please look out for posters nearer the time. 
 

EARDISLAND W.I. REPORT 
 

Due to the persistent rain and therefore the state of the car park it was decided 
to cancel our February meeting. So, Darjeeling Dave with Wine Tasting will be 
hopefully included in next year's programme! 

In March we listened to Anne Goodwin on "Where Wordsworth Got His 
Inspiration" and we will report on the Spring Coffee Morning on March 19th in 
the next issue. On 11th April we are having "An Uplifting Experience" with a duo 
coming from Monmouth with lingerie from their shop there. Those who are 
attending are requested to donate any usable but unwanted bras for their appeal 
(OK, I’ll check! Ed.). On 9th May we are having an outing to the Blacksmith, Owen 
Mabbort, at Street so this will be a very different experience for all.  

We welcome visitors to any of our various and varied meetings which 
are usually held in the back room of the Village Hall at 7.30p.m. and you will be 
made most welcome. 

Contact Mavis Tantrum  01544 387972 Kingfisher House, Eardisland 
 
KINGSLAND AND EARDISLAND HOSPICE FRIENDS 
 

Our committee has undergone a number of changes recently, with Bridget 
Eastaugh retiring as chairperson and Jean Barbour taking on those duties.  The 
Eardisland representatives are now Margaret Roberts, Jo Watson and myself, 
Dorothy Brown. 

For the benefit of more recent residents in Eardisland, the Hospice 
Friends Group was set up by Bridget Eastaugh after the death of her husband 
John in 1990 who was a former Bishop of Hereford. In 2002 Eardisland was 
invited to join Kingsland. At that time I became a representative, along with Gay 
Hogg, whom some of you may remember. She died suddenly in December 2004 
and since then a number of people from Eardisland have been on the committee 
or supportive in other ways. 

We are usually the largest earning friends group in the county, although 
recently our fund-raising has declined. In the last twelve months the total raised 
was £2,565,75 as compared with 2014 when we made £4,232.21. However last 
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year the Hospice arranged the open gardens event in Kingsland, and so the funds 
did not come in via the support group. However, the money was raised by the 
community for St Michael's, which is the important factor. 

The new committee has met recently and planned events for the next 
twelve months, which I will publicise in the magazine, and by posters.  Barry also 
very kindly puts a “slider” in the events board in the village. 

The soup and pancake lunch at the Luctonians on Shrove Tuesday made 
£700, which is a good start.  Many thanks to all who supported us.   

Since the start of the support group we have raised nearly £90,000 
which is quite remarkable for two small villages. Please help us to continue and 
reach £100,000 before too long!   

Dorothy Brown   01544 388389 

 
EARDISLAND TWINNING ASSOCIATION 
 
Our French partners are very keen to receive friends new and old during the 
forthcoming visit to La Vieille Lyre (May 28th-30th). Many of the French speak 
excellent English, so communication is not a problem. Group travel from 
Eardisland may well be possible or you may prefer to travel independently – 
which would enable you to holiday elsewhere either before or after the weekend 
in La Vieille Lyre. There is a lot of flexibility. We have promised to give final 
numbers to our French friends at the beginning of April and places are still 
available. If you would like to explore possibilities and find out more, please 
contact Ruth Brinton-Bivand (388375) before the end of March. Thank you. 

The Special General Meeting held on Wednesday 27th January 2016 was 
attended by 22 people, with a further 25 sending their apologies for absence.  

It was proposed that Ruth Brinton-Bivand should chair the meeting and 
this was unanimously accepted by those present. Phil Milchard agreed to take 
the minutes. These will be presented for formal approval at the AGM to be held 
in the summer after the May visit to La Vieille Lyre. During this visit it has been 
agreed to hold a formal meeting with our twinning partners to discuss possible 
ways forward. 

Pending this joint meeting and the subsequent AGM, Ruth Brinton-
Bivand, Elaine Harper and Chris Bivand offered to form a holding committee to 
see the association forward in the short term and they hoped that others might 
be willing to join them. This offer was accepted overwhelmingly by those present 
at the SGM.  Since the meeting, Barry Freeman has also joined the holding 
committee. Previous signatories to the Twinning Association account did not 
wish to continue in the role and it was agreed that the holding committee should 
take on the financial responsibility but that spouses should not in future be 
signatories on the same cheque. All monies held by the previous committee of 
the Association remain in the account. 
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VISITORS TO EARDISLAND CHURCH DURING 2015 
Annual Report by Barry Freeman 
 
BASIC STATISTICS FOR 2015 

 273 ENTRIES in visitors book. 

 £1885 DONATED (add 20% gift aid reclaimable). Total £2262. 
OVERSEAS VISITORS came from: Australia, Canada, New Zealand, USA, 
Netherlands, Norway and Poland.  A number from the English-speaking 
countries were tracing ancestors, brought here by internet research.  As 
always, many of them ended in our tea room seeking refreshment and 
further information if possible.  This often leads me to telephone George 
Alderson or Paul Selfe who invariably help as much as they can. 
 

WHAT OUR VISITORS WRITE 
EVERY YEAR the comments follow similar themes: a beautiful church in a beautiful 
village; a wonderful building well restored; inspiring and informative pictures and 
poems; thank you for keeping this church open, are most frequent.  The 
Millennium Quilt, The World War I exhibition, floral arrangements when available 
and the bells all receive specific mentions.  Committed Christians remark on the 
ease with which the church evokes God’s presence and leave their thanks and good 
wishes to our community. 
 

A SMALL SELECTION OF ENTRIES 
“Roger remembers attending Sunday School here back in the 1950s”. 
Roger, Jill and David Bray: Wanganui, New Zealand. 
 

“Such an expansive, welcoming church; wish we were here for a service”. 
Kirsti Aho: San Francisco, USA. 
 

“Wonderful exhibition: A real pleasure as always to visit here”. 
Christine and David Jones, Hereford. 
 

“With fond memories of this community and my grandparents, 
Roy and Sallie Leach”. 
Pamela Leach, Hobart, Tasmania, Australia. 
 

“A pleasure to find such a lively and loved church – blessings”. 
Rev. Marjie Stanton-Hyde, Malvern. 
 
“A lovely restoration, long may you continue”.   
Spencer Meus, New York, USA. 
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“A lovely church in beautiful surroundings: a peaceful haven from the busy town we 
live in.  You are so lucky to have it”. 
Margaret and Ted Stroud, Oldbury, West Midlands. 
 

“Beautifully restored without losing the original charm”.   
Helen Shorthouse; Wellington, Shropshire. 
 
EACH YEAR our visitors’ entries could virtually fill one edition of this magazine.  
For us, they are a constant reminder that we have in the centre of our village a 
building with an atmosphere and purpose that is enjoyed and appreciated by 
people from all over the world. 
 
FOR THE VOLUNTEERS who administer, clean and enhance our church it is a collective 
testimonial from visitors all over the world that their efforts are appreciated daily 
throughout every year. 
 
CHURCH ELECTORAL ROLL REVISION 
 
The annual electoral roll revision will take place during April 2016. Only people 
not already on the roll who wish to be added need to complete an application 
form. Forms will be available in the Church from 1st March, completed forms 
need to be returned by the end of March. 

Mike Coleburn 
 

 EARDISLAND CHURCH FLOWER GUILD - SPONSOR A LILY 2016 
 
Eardisland Church Flower Guild again invite you to help sponsor the lilies at St 
Mary’s Church this Easter to give thanks for a special occasion or to remember a 
loved one. A donation of £5 is suggested but lesser or greater sums would be 
equally welcome and with your usual generous support we hope to have a 
wonderful display of flowers on Easter Day. 

As always, names of all the people or events being remembered will be 
posted in the church and any monies remaining after the purchase of the lilies 
will be used by the Flower Guild to help purchase flowers and decorate the 
church throughout the rest of the year. 

Sponsor forms can be found at the back of the church and in the 
Community Shop. 

Thank you 
Wendy Priday 

On behalf of 
Eardisland Church Flower Guild 
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SERVICES AT CHURCH OF ST MARY THE VIRGIN, EARDISLAND 
 
Priest-in-Charge:  Rev. Julie Read 
    07968916783, rev.julie@btinternet.com 
    01568 708255 
Churchwardens   Beryl Hoda, Arrow Lawn, Eardisland  
      01544 388131 
                                                Dian Cope, Downome, Eardisland 
                                                 01544 388317 
   
Deputy Churchwarden:                      Richard Kirby 01544 388810  
Deputy Churchwarden and Treasurer:       Peter Brown 01544 388389 
Deputy Churchwarden and Organist:         Annette Blyth 01544 388241 
 

Please see the Prime Rota in the church porch for further details.  
 

 
Sunday 13th March  
9.30 am Matins 

 
Eardisland 

 

Sunday 20th March – Palm Sunday 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 
 
Thursday 24th March - Maundy Thursday 

7 pm Benefice Service and Meal Eardisland 
 
Friday 25th March – Good Friday 

6.30 pm Meditation Eardisland 
 
Sunday 27th March – Easter Day 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

 
Sunday 3rd April 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 
 
Sunday 10th April 

9.30 am Matins Eardisland 

mailto:rev.julie@btinternet.com
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Sunday 17th April 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

 
Sunday 24th April 
9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 
 

Sunday 1st May  
9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

 

FROM REV. JULIE READ 
 

What a strange winter it has been – 

wet, wet, wet and apart from a few 

bright days rather dark. Yet as I 

write this the daffodils are 

beginning to break into song and 

colour. Hurray! I always hesitate to 

think this is the end of the cold as it 

has been known to snow at the end 

of April. But the lengthening days 

are very welcome. 

We prayed for the land on 

Plough Sunday and those who work 

the land, and then at the end of 

January the Dean of the Cathedral 

came to our group of parishes and 

we enjoyed his amusing, dry turn of 

phrase as he preached to us at a 

joint service at Kingsland. 

And now we are looking toward Easter which this year is very early, and 

on Palm Sunday (20th March) there will be a Palm Sunday service at Aymestrey at 

11am complete with donkeys and processions, an opportunity to hear the 

Passion Story in Music with Olivet to Calvary by Maunder over at Kingsland at 

6.30pm on the same day and then on Maundy Thursday a joint service here in 

Eardisland at 7pm – a light meal with the last supper built into it. On Good Friday 

there is a meditation at 6.30pm in church to bring our thought about this moving 

and yet wonderful day or if you prefer a service at Leinthall Earles at 10.30am. 
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WALKING WITH THE CROSS – start in Church, walk, sing and pray up the slope 

behind the church leaving the cross there and making our way back down the hill 

for warm drinks and hot cross buns. This is suitable for all ages and sensible 

shoes would be advisable. 

On Easter Sunday there is Holy Communion at 9.30am and do 

remember the clocks change one hour forward on this day. Somehow this all 

makes the amazing events of Easter Sunday such a surprise and joy and relief. It 

reminds us all that whatever difficult place we find ourselves in there is always 

hope. I look forward to sharing these times with you and may we be able to say 

Jesus Christ is risen today! Alleluia! 

 

  

Everyone is invited to join us for a 
 

FUN GAMES EVENING! 

 
Eardisland Village Hall 

 
Saturday 9th April 

 
6 - 8pm 

 
Tea, Coffee and Squash available 

(BYOB) 

 
Adults £1 Children free 

 
Raffle 
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EARDISLAND IN BLOOM 
 
By the time you read these notes the E Team will have brushed off those winter 
blues and resumed their normal Thursday morning sessions. If you fancy joining us 
just turn up around 10am, we can normally be found within view of the shop.  
Our AGM will have been held on 17th March, a couple of weeks after these notes 
were written, but it is expected that this year we’ll be going for plenty of bold 
colour and possibly creating some new perennial beds. 
A reminder of a couple of dates for your diary: 
 
Saturday 14th May, 10am – 12.30pm, Plant Swop & Sale. 
This is always popular and we’re very grateful for the support you give to it, 
however so much depends on the generosity of those within the parish. If you are 
able to donate either plants, or maybe some garden tools/equipment which you 
no longer use, we’d be very grateful. Just bring them along on the day or we’ll 
collect in advance. 
Remember there will also be the chance to relax and have a chat over a cuppa and 
a slice or two of delicious homemade cake. 
 
Saturday 22nd October, 10am – 4pm, Quality Craft Fair & All Day Food. 
Why such advance notice you may say? Well in order to attract the best craft 
people you have to give plenty of notice and it’s worked! The phone hasn’t stopped 
ringing and emails pinging to such an extent that we’ve now had to close the book 
with all available space taken, with crafters attending from all over the county. This 
now promises to be one of the largest indoor craft fairs in the area this year. We’ll 
give full details of what will be on offer in future issues of this magazine, but it will 
be an event not to miss! 
 

Phil Milchard  Chris Watson  Wendy Cross 

 
EARDISLAND BOWLS CLUB 
 
Members have been enjoying a session of short mat carpet bowls in the 
club house on Wednesday afternoons, 2.00 till 4.00 pm, this will continue until 
the end of March. 

Opening day for bowling on the green this year will be the 16th April at 
2.00 pm, new members are always welcome please bring flat shoes if you wish to 
play . 

Enquiries to Doug Tantrum   01544 387972 or email 
dougtantrum@hotmail.com  
  

mailto:dougtantrum@hotmail.com
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UNCOVERING THE LYRE CONNECTION 
 
One of the first local history books I bought on coming to live in Eardisland was 
‘The Leon Valley’ (published in 1980) by the eminent historian Norman Reeves. 
This provides a good history of the three villages, Kingsland, Monkland and 
Eardisland. Norman Reeves was a retired teacher originally from the Birmingham 
area who settled in Leominster on retirement. In the early 1970s he helped 
establish the museum in Etnam Street, becoming the first curator and went on to 
write other books about the history of Leominster (The Town in the Marches) as 
well as studies of local churches since he was particularly interested in 
ecclesiastical history. 

When the oral history group was established in Eardisland in 1993 we 
made use of The Leon Valley, to get a flavour of its ancient history. This gave us 
insight into the story of the schools, the teachers, occupations, landowners, 
charities, and other aspects of social change, which we could investigate further 
through interviews with older residents. The village church was also a central 
aspect of our interest with all its vicars named in his book. 

About this time I had the good fortune to meet Norman Reeves, then in 
his late 80s, and he invited me to a weekly meeting in his home in Leominster. He 
loaned me some of his notebooks used when he started work on his study of 
Eardisland. These, which cover much wider research throughout Herefordshire, 
are now to be found in the Herefordshire Archive Service. I had seen that on 
p141 of his book in his study of Eardisland, that he said that  the first four vicars 
(named from 1278-1349) were ‘presented by the Abbey of Lyre’. On the following 
pages he noted how this Abbey had property in Herefordshire since 1086. He 
further stated that the monks of Lyre continued to present the vicars of 
Eardisland until, under Henry V, the rights of Lyre were transferred to a Priory in 
Shene in Surrey, which Henry had founded in 1414. Reeves speculated that the 
mound at Monks’ Court might have been a meeting place of the manorial court.  
The meetings I had with Norman Reeves, until several years later, when he 
became ill in his middle 90s, produced many interesting discussions. He was 
always interested in the stories our little history group in Eardisland was 
unearthing and he frequently made suggestions for further research. 
 
Outcomes 

The topic of the Lyre connection became one to which we returned from 
time to time in discussion. The historical link between our small village and that 
of La Vieille Lyre became intriguing. It was also a complex relationship which is 
still being researched by historians in Lyre as well as some in Eardisland 
(especially by George Alderson, whose detailed documentary research is 
ongoing). In summary Lyre Abbey held the rights to benefit from Eardisland 
church from about 1172 until 1415. These rights (of tithes and rents) arose from 
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the power of the Norman lords who controlled this area from 1066. The first was  
William Fitz-Osbern, (made Earl of Hereford by William the Conqueror)  who with 
his wife Adelisa founded the two monasteries (where they were subsequently 
buried) of Lyre (in 1046) and Cormeilles (of uncertain date). The value of the 
tithes was from mills, woodland and forests, crops and animals. The sums paid by 
the inhabitants of Eardisland went to the church and on to the Abbey in 
Normandy endowed by Fitz-Osbern. The same was true of other towns and 
manors in England. Locally, the centre for the collection of such tithes bound for 
the Abbey of Lyre was the Priory at Lyvers-Ocle, close to Ocle Pitchard which was 
the home of Benedictine monks. What seemed to emerge from these quite 
complicated historical details was that there was an undoubtedly close 
connection between Eardisland and Lyre for at least 243 years. Subsequent 
archaeological work by the History & Heritage Group uncovered evidence of a 
Norman presence in Eardisland.  This included a rare Norman Gaming counter 
together with a large quantity of pottery found in the grounds of Burton Court 
which was dated by an expert (Dr Alan Vince) to show that some was made well 
before 1172, as was the gaming counter.  
 
The idea of twinning 
As these details became clear in 2004 it was suggested that I write an article for 
the parish magazine informing readers of the remarkable historical background 
that connected two small villages in England and France. As a result, various 
related comments and responses from readers were published in the magazines 
during 2004-2005. I ended the article which I wrote by suggesting that the 
connection of nearly 250 years (and perhaps more) of tithe payments might 
justify the twinning of the two villages. It had often seemed strange to me on 
entering a town (seldom a village) that there was a notice proclaiming that it was 
twinned with another in France or Germany. On what basis was the twinning 
made I wondered? In our case it could be justified on the grounds that the two 
places had once had close historical economic links. 
 Following the publication of the article I received a phone call from 
someone asking if the Mayor of Lyre was aware of the details presented. I said I 
had no idea. To which the respondent said, ‘why not find out?’ Since I couldn’t 
speak French, Ruth Brinton-Bivand kindly offered to translate a suggested letter 
which was sent speculatively to the Mayor of La Vieille Lyre. This letter, sent on 
20th December 2004, gave very brief details and asked if the Mayor would like to 
make contact with me we might discuss the matter further. 

One early morning in late March 2005 the phone rang and it was the 
Mayor of Lyre, who fortunately spoke good English, to give me the information 
that he had spoken to his council and they had agreed to send a party to visit us 
in Eardisland in the near future! Somewhat taken aback I had to explain that this 
visit must be delayed since the idea had not yet been widely discussed in the 
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parish and our parish council had not yet given us support for the project. 
Naturally I was delighted by his enthusiasm, and reported back to Ruth for her 
advice. On 13th April she wrote back to the mayor, Monsieur Michel Dessarthe in 
her role as Parish Councillor, to see if the project could be advanced. It was 
agreed that each community would hold meetings to assess the idea.  
 
The project gets underway 
In Eardisland, a meeting was held in the village hall on 21st April 2005 attended 
by 20 people with 18 others sending apologies, but showing interest in the 
project. The details of the connection between Eardisland and Lyre were 
explained and debate followed. It was noted that the two villages were of 
approximately the same size in terms of population; each had a river running 
through it, a church in the centre, with a few cafes, businesses, bars and pubs. In 
the case of Lyre there was a successful village a school. In addition, both villages 
were situated in areas dominated by orchards, agriculture and timber framed 
buildings (those in Herefordshire almost certainly the result of the Norman 
influence). Many important issues were raised and discussed, some of which are 
still relevant. For example, was the project sustainable over time? There was a 
feeling expressed that it was judging by the interest expressed in the meeting. 
Did we have enough to offer in our small community? It was noted, positively, 
that whilst the French villages have signs for “Apple routes” and “Cheese routes” 
we have a Black and White Trail and many local producers of good quality 
products, including cheese and cider, as well as timber products who would 
welcome visitors. Questions arose about the possible entertainments and events 
that could be offered locally; also whether other nearby villages could be 
involved in activities. It was further noted that the school in Lyre may be an 
important factor in future exchanges. The question of whether people would 
participate if they could not speak French was raised. Whilst this was an 
understandable concern, in fact it has never proved to be a problem. Many 
people have visited Lyre and hosted return visits who could not speak French; as 
was said at the meeting, there are ways of making oneself understood. Ruth 
Brinton-Bivand summarised the outcome of the meeting by noting that she was 
encouraged by the range of ideas and thoughts expressed and appreciated that 
there were pros and cons to be weighed. She said she would be happy to make 
further contacts with the mayor of Lyre to organise a short visit with a small 
group of interested people who would fund themselves. 
 
The first visit 
On the basis of this positive meeting and with the support of the Parish Council it 
was decided to arrange a visit to Lyre in November 2005.  The volunteer group 
paid their own way and went in a minibus to Portsmouth and caught a ferry to 
Caen where we were met at midnight by a party from Lyre and were driven 
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through a snow storm to their homes. The party consisted of Ruth Brinton-Bivand 
and Chris Bivand; Ed Simpson; Paul and Lorna Selfe; Graham and Esther Simpson 
and Helen Thomasson, whose father lived in the village. We set off in a snow 
storm which scarcely relented for four days, yet it did not interfere with the 
enjoyment experienced. We spent a very delightful weekend in Lyre where we 
met the mayor and his councillors. They had prepared topics for discussion and a 
wonderful programme of events, visits to the local schools, restaurants and their 
hospitality involved staying in their homes. It was a surprise to discover that the 
Abbey which had benefited from the tithes of the people of Eardisland for so 
long had been demolished in the Revolution of 1789. 
 The following day we all met at the Mairie, the local town hall, where 
the mayor introduced us and the aims of the day agreed. Many celebratory 
toasts were made, and discussions culminated in agreement that a delegation 
would arrive from Lyre in Eardisland in March 2006. The French expressed great 
interest in sharing future projects to bring the villages closer together through a 
programme of cultural exchange into the historical connections and shared 
traditions of the two places. The following day we returned to Eardisland having 
enjoyed a most wonderful sense of joie de vivre and feeling that we would be 
able to make a success of the project.  

Over time visits to and from Lyre followed and an initial Twinning 
ceremony took place in 2006 in Lyre.  A concluding celebration took place in 
Eardisland in 2007 to mark the event. These were attended by dignitaries and 
politicians. In both villages road signs indicate the twinning relationship between 
them. These long term aims were endorsed by both groups and meetings and 
exchanges have duly followed ever since with occasional breaks when one group 
or the other had difficulties in getting sufficient numbers together. 
 
Some positive results 
As with all active groups, it is often difficult to maintain the cohesion and 
effectiveness of a committee over time. It is always difficult to recruit members 
for committees and to organise projects.  But the twinning group has kept afloat 
and managed to provide a wide range of activities, events, visits and 
entertainments for the visitors from France over the past ten years. Much time 
and effort has been undertaken with fund-raising by the committee members to 
enable events to be organised to entertain the guests. Many friendships have 
been formed between people in Eardisland and Lyre so that personal self-funded 
visits have occurred (and no doubt will continue to do so).  Already there have 
been a range of successes resulting from the twinning arrangement. There have 
been some economic benefits deriving from the contacts with some local 
businesses; French classes have been provided by Ruth; opportunities have 
enabled some to enjoy some work experience in France, and in one case the 
chance for a student to spend time in Paris rent free in a flat owned by someone 
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from Lyre! The question raised at the exploratory meeting in the village hall in 
April 2005, as to whether the project was sustainable over the long term, 
remains one that must be frequently discussed.  Fortunately, it has been 
successful for ten years and it can only be hoped that it will continue to be so in 
the coming years.  
 The things that I have learned are that one can get involved in all kinds 
of ways without being able to speak French; the people in Lyre whom we have 
met are from every kind of social background; those who participate don’t have 
to host, nor do they need to visit Lyre if they’d rather not – any kind of help when 
the French guests arrive is valued. The social events which are organised are 
always light-hearted, generally consisting of meals, dances, sing-songs and visits 
to places of interest in the locality, all of which have taken place over a long 
weekend. 
 
The future 
Perhaps the future of the project to maintain contacts with Lyre lies most 
effectively with a younger generation in the village – so that the long history 
between the two places can continue and relations between them thrive. New 
ideas are always required to maintain the Associations of both places; new 
projects and continuing discussions are needed so that we can look back in 
another 10 years and agree that the twinning with Lyre has been a success for 
the communities involved. Certainly the first ten have been very productive. It 
has been a wonderful experience to date. It would be sad to see it falter after 
such an auspicious beginning and much hard work by those who have remained 
involved since the outset and others subsequently who have invested much time 
and effort. There is no doubt that the new committee will always be delighted to 
receive offers of help to enable this ancient and important historical relationship 
to develop in the years to come for the benefit of our community. 

Paul Selfe 
MODEL TRAIN DAY 
 

The Herefordshire Borders 0 Gauge Group is holding a train-running session on 
Sunday 20th March at Eardisland Village Hall using the East Midlands 0 Gauge 
track from 10 .00am to 4.30pm. 
 There will be trade stands and superb food on offer by the W.I. in the 
form of bacon rolls, home-made cake and tea etc. 

Entrance fee is £2.00 for adults. Children must be accompanied by an 
adult and entrance for them will be free. 

Please note that no insurance will be taken out for rolling stock etc. 
 

For further details please contact Doug Tantrum  01544 387972  or 
email:  dougtantrum@hotmail.com  

mailto:dougtantrum@hotmail.com
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The Village Hall 

Saturday 3rd September 2016 

2.00 – 4.30 pm 

 

Prizes will be awarded at 4.00 pm 

  £1 admission charge for adults 

 Children free 
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Section A   COOKERY 

1 A Victoria Sandwich (see recipe on entry form) 

2 A jar of homemade jam 

3 A jar of homemade chutney 

4 A tray bake (please specify) 

5 A 1lb white loaf (MEN ONLY) 

 

Section B     WINE 

 
6 A bottle of home-made wine 

7 A flavoured spirit 

8 A non-alcoholic drink 

 

Section C   FLORAL ART 
No artificial fruit or flowers.   
 

9 A hand tied posy (may be displayed in a jug)  

10 Autumn display of natural foliage (base max 45 cm x 45 cm) 

 

Section D  HANDICRAFT 

 
11 A pin cushion 

12 An item of jewellery 

13 An item of cross-stitch/embroidery 

14 An item of handicraft (men only) (max 30cm x 30cm) 

 

Section E    HORTICULTURE - Division 1 

 
15         Megan Lloyd Trophy- A yellow rose (not a tight bud please) 

16 Roses (3 flowers, different varieties) 

17 Sweet peas (5 stems, any colour) 

18 Garden flowers (3 stems, different flowers) 
 

     HORTICULTURE- Division 2 
19 3 cooking apples 

20 ‘Allotment in a wheelbarrow’. Any size 

barrow containing flowers, fruit or 

vegetables) 
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21 A display of garden vegetables in a 30cm x 30cm tray / box 

22 A hand-tied bunch of fresh herbs (may be displayed in a jug) 

23 ‘My pride and joy’ (1 item of produce) 

 

Section F    PHOTOGRAPHY 
Maximum 7” x 5” mounted (size including mount not more than 9” x 7”) 

This is because of limited display space as this section is so popular 

Please put your name and the class number on the back 
 

24 A ‘selfie’ 

25 A family event 

26 Winter in Eardisland (Winter 2015/2016 - must be dated) 

27 A black and white photograph 

 

Section G    ART 
Pictures may be mounted but not glazed. Stretched canvases are acceptable 

 
28 A floral miniature (any medium, max 8cm x 8cm) 

29 A drawing and watercolour wash (Herefordshire view, max 60cm x 

60cm) 

30 Sunset/sunrise (Acrylic/oils) 

 

Section H     CREATIVE WRITING 

Your entries should be placed, with the completed entry form stating your name 

and address plus fees, in a sealed envelope marked ‘Show – Creative Writing’.  

Please do not write your name on the entry itself. The envelopes should be handed 

in before Monday 24th August. (Please use another form for your entries in other 

categories) 

31 A limerick starting with: “An owl who was stuck up a tree…” 

32 A Countryside Walk (fictional prose, max 500 words) 

33     A newspaper report of an Olympic event (max 500 words) 

 

 

Section J       CHILDREN 

Children of 16 and over are encouraged to enter the adult categories.  Please put 

your age on the Entry Form so that it may be taken into consideration by the 

judges. 
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Children under 5 

 

34 A playdough creation (max 30cm x 30cm) 

35  A rainbow - any medium (max 30cm x 30cm) 

 
Children 5-10 

 

36 Cheese straws 

37 Floral exhibit in a jam-jar 

38 A Lego construction model not to exceed 30cm in any direction 

 

Children 11-15 

 

39 A scone- sweet or savoury 

40         Floral exhibit: ‘Harvest’ (max 30cm x 30cm) 

41 A computer designed poster advertising an event to ‘decorate the 

Christmas tree’ at the Church. (December 17th, 11.00 am) 

 

Section K     JUST FOR A LAUGH… (entries free and open to all                     

ages) 
42 Longest runner bean 

43 Heaviest apple 

44 Vegetable animal 

45 Tallest sunflower – aged 16 and over 

46 Tallest sunflower- under 16s 

(Tallest sunflower classes sponsored by Eardisland in Bloom. Seeds and details of 

how to enter will be in the Village Shop in March). 

 

Entry Forms available from the Village Shop from July. 

Entry forms may be returned up to 5.00pm on Friday 29th August with the 

exception of creative writing entries which must be in by Monday 25h August  

 

Late entries will, regretfully, not be accepted. 

 

Entries cost 40p per item for adults. Children may enter free of charge in the 

Children's Sections, but fee payable in adult section. Please place your entries 

and fees in an envelope marked “SHOW” and hand in to one of the addresses 

shown on the Entry Form 

 

Entries to be taken to the Village Hall on Saturday 3rd September  

between 9am and 10.30am 

 

Prize money not collected by 5.00pm will be returned to Show funds 
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A RAMBLE THROUGH TIME IN THE PARISH OF EARDISLAND 
 

At the end of my last contribution to these pages we left the parish in a state of 
devastation caused by the Black Death. Local evidence of the effect it had here is 
to be found in the Court Rolls of the Manor of Burton. But referring to 
Herefordshire as a whole: 
       Probably one-third, possibly one half, of its population perished during the 
Black Death (1348-1349). 
       This detail is from the WFC Centenary Publication, 1954, pages 187-188.  
       For whatever reason, not all members of at least one family were stricken 
and the family completely wiped out. 
       In the Court Roll of Burton which is most pertinent to that time, dated 22nd 
July 1349, the second person mentioned is: 
       Richard Witlocke native of the Lord dies holding one messuage and half a 
       virgate of land which remain in the Lord’s hands. 
       Several similar entries follow and then, after a good few lines where the 
affairs of the living are brought to the attention of the court, the fifth entry from 
the end records that: 

William Wicklock makes a fine with the Lord for one messuage and half 
virgate of land holding according to custom etc, and gives the lord ten 
shillings rent twice a year. 

       Minor spelling differences apart, this is likely to be a surviving member of the 
same family. 
 
       Three hundred years later, in January 1649, King Charles I was tried, 
convicted and executed for high treason. 
       The only evidence for the situation here in Eardisland for the whole of the 
English Civil War period, say 1640-1651, is very scanty. For 1649 itself there is 
record of only one baptism in the parish, and that was written down at a later 
date. The Parish Register itself was not kept for the period 1642 to 1657; or if it 
was kept it has not survived. 
       Later in 1649, on 10th October, Henry Hyett, the then owner of Burton Court 
and the manor of Burton, was outlawed following conviction after a plea of debt 
against him. He was also ownerof the manor of Twyford and Broom in this parish; 
also Bidney and Byerton in the adjoining parish of Dilwyn. [Pipe Office, Crown 
leases No. 2159. TNA E367/816]. 
       Hyett was a known Royalist, but nevertheless retained legal ownership, 
although Burton Court etc was twice, in 1645 and then in 1655, put out at lease 
by the Commonwealth authorities. On the first occasion: 
       In 1645 Burton Estate of Henry Hyett a Delinquent to the Commonwealth was 
granted to Richard Yate esq. of Arlingham Co Glouc. – (as trustee) with lands in 
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Dilwyn, Twyford & Broome at a rental of £150.0.0d. [Duncumb Manuscript. HAS 
CF/-]. 
        On the second occasion the lease was only: 
       for soe long time as the premises shall remain or happen or ought to remain 
in our hands or the hands of our successors by reason of the extent and outlawry 
aforesaid 
       Remembering that the cause of the outlawry was a successful plea of debt 
against Hyett, rather than any political motive (in spite of his known royalist 
sympathies), the next extant record comes as less of a surprise. It indicates that 
at some date between his outlawry in October 1649, and the end of 1659, the 
date of the next record, Hyett paid off his debts and returned to Burton Court: 

1659. 11. CAR 2. Henry Hyet Esq. 
       This is from one of twelve documents in a file at Herefordshire Archive, 
reference CF58/3. The document is not dated. It is headed: 
A list of the names of the Lords of the Manor of Burton from the year of our Lord 

1402. The Rolls begin....... 
 

       Hyett remained as Lord of the manor of Burton until the beginning of April 
1662, when he, his wife, and their son Henry, for the sum of £1800 conveyed: 

Burton & the lands etc to John Brewster his Heirs and Aps. [HAS BC79/17/7]. 
 

       Burton Court and the manor remained with the Brewster family for the 
following 149 years until the death of Anna Brewster, Spinster, buried at 
Eardisland on 29th January 1811. She, and her elder sister Margaret, had 
inherited in equal portions from their father John, the third of that name since 
the family came to Herefordshire from Gloucestershire in or about 1662. John (iii) 
died on 30th November 1804 by which time his daughter Margaret, co-heiress 
with Anna, was married to William Evans, son of Arthur Evans of Buckland in the 
not far distant parish of Docklow. 
       Under the terms of Anna’s Will, Margaret inherited the half of Burton Court 
and the manor which she had not inherited when John (iii) died in 1804. Thus it 
was that when first after Anna’s death a manorial court was held at Burton, it 
was held in the names of: 

William Evans Esq and Margaret his wife Lord and Lady of the said Manor. 
............ Finis ............ 

George Alderson 
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EARDISLAND WEATHER FOCUS 
 
The weather for Eardisland did not improve into the New Year with high winds 
and rain still persisting into January. Continuing with the alphabetical theme 
storm Gertrude came bringing a total of 109mm of rain (4.29 inches) for the 
month. River levels rose to 58 inches on the sixth of January with barometer 
pressures ranging from 28.6 to 29.84. Temperatures ranged from a frosty minus 
6 degrees in the night to 12 degrees in the daytime. 
 Poor weather continued into February with more named storms 
(Gertrude and Imogen), total rainfall was 62mm (2.44 inches). River levels again 
rose to 52 inches with barometer pressures ranging from 28.6 to 29.86 with frost 
again at night to minus 6 with daytime temperatures to 10 degrees. 
 The equivalent rainfall for January 2015 was 75mm (2.90 inches) and 
40mm (1.60 inches) in February. 

No snow yet this year but it is being mentioned as I write. 
Nature-wise we have seen a pair of jays and two pairs of goosanders and 

the three swans from the village visited us in February. Cormorants and grey 
herons are also frequent visitors to the stretch of river here. A pair of mallards 
have been strolling around looking for nest sights and at the moment we only see 
one moorhen along with our resident pheasant who comes for a feed each 
morning. 

Doug Tantrum, reporting from Kingfisher House 
 
SUNNY WEATHER? 
 
So it is official: across the UK, we’ve had the warmest and 2nd wettest winter 
since the Met Office record series began in 1910, with much regional variation 
therein. Indeed, the Central England Temperature records going back to 1659, 
mark 2015 down as being the 2nd warmest on that record. This overall 
circumstance can be seen to be in line with climate scientists’ predictions for the 
effects of global warming on the UK. But what about sunlight levels, and 
particularly in Eardisland? 

According to the output figures from our solar PV panels at Lyme Lane 
(N.B. which cannot tell the whole story as they are orientated to the S.E. hence 
missing any sun late in the day) each of the 2015/16 winter months of Nov.  Dec. 
and Jan. had the lowest output for those months since my records began (Oct 
2011), averaging 2.2, 1.4, and 2.5 Kilo-Watt hours per day (KWH/D) respectively. 
Brighter news is that February 2016 had the highest levels produced in that 
month since my records began @5.9 KWH/D – SAD syndrome sufferers probably 
would have noticed this more than most. With longer days, March in previous 
years has produced averages of between 6.8 – 10.6 KWH/D. 
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I am fascinated to see the range in sunlight levels across the year, and years, it 
being a significant component in the mix of factors making up a good or bad 
growing year for any particular plant/crop.  As one example, my tomatoes got off 
to a very good start last year. Light levels in April 2015 were the highest I have 
measured for that month and were the 4th highest for any month, as I reported 
previously and I was very hopeful of having a good crop. But then my plants 
didn’t really thrive over the summer. Why? Of course, many factors are involved, 
but from April measured light levels very unusually declined from then on and 
were generally low over summer, not peaking in June or July as we would expect.  
Co-incidence? My inner gardener thinks not! 
 

Chris Watson, March 2016 
TRAVELLING ABROAD? 
 
It never ceases to amaze me how many people spend so much money in airports 
– often under the illusion that their purchases are ‘duty free’. Well, if you are 
travelling within the EU, duty free doesn’t exist. Airports nowadays seem to be 
vast shopping opportunities, with the occasional aircraft taking off. I was alerted 
to this some time ago when we were travelling to France with Ryanair and 
wanted to take some vodka. It was so ‘duty free’ that it was around £40 for one 
litre, whilst if one was travelling outside the EU, two bottles could be had for £22! 
 There have been reports in the press recently to the effect that 
travellers have to show their boarding pass when making a purchase which 
enables the vendor to reclaim VAT. However, if you are travelling within the EU 
this is unnecessary but the company still claims back the VAT from HMRC. 
Basically, a scam. 
 There are some strange anomalies, though. I have recently been to 
Tenerife. As a part of Spain, Tenerife is very firmly within the EU and its currency 
is the Euro. However, the island has VAT free status which means it falls outside 
of EU Customs allowances. Which in turn means that Brits who stock up on booze 
and fags get a very nasty shock if the UK customs get hold of them. 
 Anyway, back to prices. When I last went to Malta, in October 2015, I 
wanted some eau de toilette. In the ‘duty free’ shop advertising the lowest prices 
it was just shy of £40 for 100ml. Blow that, I thought. I’ll just smell of me for a 
couple of weeks. When I returned to the UK I checked the price of exactly the 
same product on eBay, and guess what? It’s £29, postage free. So I now smell of 
Man by Jimmy Choo. 
 There is a serious lesson here. It’s a good idea to check prices before you 
are tempted by so-called ‘duty free’ deals. Too frequently you will be ripped off. 
 

Chris Bivand 
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 Courtyard Highlights 
 

www.courtyard.org.uk 

Box Office: 01432 340555 

 
Hereford Gang Show 

Tues 29 – Sat 2 April, 7.15pm, Saturday matinee 2.15pm | Tickets £11, 

Concessions £9, Sat 2 April £13 

Hereford Scouts & Guides are back for a very special 25th anniversary show, 

celebrating past productions as well as presenting the best in current music, 

comedy and dance. 

 

A Night at the Races 

Wed 30 March, 7pm | Tickets £17.50 including Curry Supper 

This hugely popular fundraising events returns, with races on the big screen, 

curry supper and an electric atmosphere! 

 

Georgie Meadows: Stitched Drawings 

Friday 18 March – Sunday 5 June 

Georgie Meadows brings together a group of textile artworks which explore 

personal experiences of ageing and dementia. 

 

Brian Hatton Inspires Breinton 

Friday 18 March – Sunday 5 June 

April 2016 is the centenary of Hereford artist Brian Hatton’s death, and this 

exhibition showcases artwork created in Breinton, where he worked, by 

older and vulnerable adults. 

 
Tweedy’s Lost Property 

Sun 3 April, 3pm 

A comedy about a clown who gives in to society and gets a real job, which 

includes an impressive repertoire of comedic talents which have made him 

one of the most respected and popular clowns in the country. 

 

Jay Rayner 

Tue 5 April, 7.30pm 

Jay Rayner has been a restaurant critic for over a decade, written reviews 

of well over 700 establishments, and if there is one thing he’s learnt it is that 

people like reviews of bad restaurants. 

 

Yerma 

Wed 6 April, 7.30pm 

The anguishing story of Yerma in Federico Garcia Lorca’s savage yet lyrical 

play featuring a woman who suffers the heart breaking social torment of a 

http://www.courtyard.org.uk/
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childless marriage, that forces her to commit a horrific and irrevocable act, 

is set to Indian neoclassical dance – Kathak.   

 

Champions of Magic 

Thu 7 April, 7.30pm 

Join the award winning team of tricksters for a spectacular night of mystery 

that’ll keep you guessing for a long time to come. 

 

A Celebration of John Denver 

Fri 8 April, 7.30pm 

This tribute show will take the audience on a magical journey through the 

musical career of John Denver, including popular hits such as Annie’s Song, 

Leaving on a Jet Plane, Rocky Mountain High and Take Me Home Country 

Roads. 

 

Icarus Theatre present At the Mountains of Madness 

Fri 8 April, 8pm 

Be drawn into the untold world of the Antarctic, and stumble upon 

unnameable horrors that lie beyond The Mountains of Madness. 

 

Beyond the Barricade 

Sat 9 April, 7.30pm 

This exciting concert portrayal of the greatest songs in musical theatre 

features The Phantom of the Opera, Jesus Christ Superstar, The Jersey Boys, 

The Lion King, Blood Brothers, Miss Saigon and many more! 

 

Russell Kane 

Sun 10 April, 8pm 

Russell Kane unleashes his brand new, blisteringly funny award winning 

stand up performance about growing up, growing down and why farts will 

always be funny. 

 

Transitions Dance Company: The 2016 Triple Bill 

Wed 13 April, 7.30pm 

See the work of Dog Kennel Hill Project, Theo Clinkard and Ederson 

Rodrigues Xavier: by turns surreal, witty, playful, physical and deeply 

affecting. 

 

This is just a selection of an extensive programme of events. There is far too 
much to print in this magazine. Please contact the theatre for the complete list, 
the contact details are at the head of the previous page. 

Ed. 
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Midlands Air Ambulance Charity is having a Thanks Giving Service to celebrate 
their 25th Anniversary on Sunday 17th April 2016 at Hereford Cathedral.  Whilst 
this is very much part of the scheduled Choral Evensong we hope that as many 
people as possible can come along and support this service and say ‘thank you’ 
for the wonderful care MAAC has given for the last 25 years. 
 
We would like to welcome anyone who has been airlifted, any relatives of those 
that have been airlifted, volunteers, supporters, fund raisers – in fact any one in  
Herefordshire who thinks this is an essential service. 
 
If you require any further information please contact: Mary Seldon 
(Herefordshire Fund Raising Manager for MAAC) on 077234 23354 or 
mary.seldon@midandsairambulance.com 

Thank you 
 

In response to feedback, ‘WEOBLEY MUSIC 2016’ will be 
An Evening With The Remi Harris Project 

(with little introduction from Alive and Pickin’) 
On Saturday 16th April 

 
A trio line up of Remi on a variety of acoustic and electric guitars along with a 

rhythm guitarist and double bassist.  They take traditional Gypsy Jazz and Swing 

characteristics and infuse them with influences from Bebop, Blues, Rock, World 

Music, Hip Hop, Funk and Pop.  The Remi Harris Project were awarded 1st runner 

up in the 2015 British Jazz Awards in the Small Group category.  ‘Amazing talent.  

Brilliant!’  

7.30 to 9.30 pm (doors open at 7pm), with a bar, 

at Weobley Village Hall, HR4 8SN.  Tickets again just £10 
  

To book: email weobleymusic@hotmail.co.uk 
or call Bob and Kate Best on 01544 318513 

  
We were SOLD OUT in advance in 2013, 2014 and 2015 

mailto:mary.seldon@midandsairambulance.com
mailto:weobleymusic@hotmail.co.uk
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CONTACTS 
EDITORIAL 

 
CHRIS BIVAND  Arrow Bank, Eardisland, Leominster, HR6 9BT 
      01544 – 388375 
   Email:   chrisbivand@bivand.freeserve.co.uk  
 

ADVERTISING 

PATRICIA GILL 

  01544 – 388757       
 Email:  parishads@btinternet.com  

 
DISTRIBUTION MANAGER 

 
BARRY FREEMAN 
           01544 - 388226 
 

WEBSITE 
     
BEN WOODCOCK 

   01544 - 388976 
  www.eardisland.org.uk  
 

This edition of the Eardisland Parish Magazine was printed by 

Leominster Community Resource Centre 

 
© Published and copyright: Eardisland Parish Council 2015 

 
Views expressed are those of individual contributors and not necessarily those of 

Eardisland Parish Council. The Eardisland Parish Magazine is published by Eardisland 
Parish Council without inserts. The Eardisland Parish Magazine is posted online in pdf 

format on the village website: www.eardisland.org.uk 
Eardisland Parish Council has appointed Cllr. PHIL MILCHARD as the member responsible 

for the Magazine. Phil may be contacted on  01544 388097. 
 

 

 
Copy date for the next edition of the Eardisland Parish Magazine: 

 

FRIDAY 6th MAY 2016 
 
 

mailto:chrisbivand@bivand.freeserve.co.uk
mailto:parishads@btinternet.com
http://www.eardisland.org.uk/
http://www.eardisland.org.uk/

