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EDITORIAL 
 

A rather belated New Year! I hope 
you enjoyed the Christmas break. 
Three people who didn’t are: Barry 
Freeman, who suffered a heart 
attack and, at the time of writing, is 
awaiting further tests; Kathleen 
Freeman who has a new hip and is 
recovering quickly, and Pat Roche 
who is unwell. We wish them all the 
best. 
 Last year saw many 
activities take place in the village – 
review starting on page 4 - and 
2017 looks to be equally busy. This 
means that long-term planning is 
important for organisers, both in 
terms of booking facilities and also 
in meeting deadlines for the 
magazine and notifying Ben 
Woodcock for the website. You 
should notice some improvements 

in the quality of the magazine 
presentation, details are on page 6. 
 Enclosed with this 
magazine you will find a copy of 
‘Who’s Who & Organisations – 
Eardisland 2017’. It is a 
compendium of all the parish’s 
activities and details of people to 
contact. Please check this carefully 
and let me know immediately if 
there are any errors or omissions – 
any necessary corrections will be 
made in the next edition of the 
magazine. I am indebted to Patricia 
Gill for putting all this together. It 
may seem a simple task, but it is 
very far from being so and Patricia 
has made every endeavour to 
ensure its accuracy. Thank you, 
Patricia. 
 Have a good year, 

 
Chris Bivand  
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EARDISLAND VILLAGE DIARY 2017 
 

Friday 20th January Pamper Evening, VH, 6 – 9pm, page 17 

Thursday 16th February Parish Council, VH, 7.30pm 

Monday 13th February WI Talk, page 14 

Tuesday 14th February PPG Meeting, page 12 

Friday 3rd March Magazine Copy Date 
Probable distribution date, Friday 17th March 

Monday 6th March onwards Will Writing, page 26 

Monday 13th March WI Talk, page 14 

Thursday 16th March Parish Council, VH, 7.30pm 

Saturday 18th March Twinning Association Coffee Morning, page 15 

Saturday 25th March  Eardisland Village Band Concert, page 16 

Thursday 30th March Eardisland In Bloom AGM, page 22 

Saturday 8th April WI Coffee Morning/Motown Night, pages 14/25 

Thursday 27th April Parish Council, VH, 7.30pm 

Friday 28th April How Well Do You Know Your Village? Page 17 

Sunday 30th April French Wine and Cheese 

F/S 5/6 May St Michael’s Hospice Plant Sale, page 26 

Friday 5th May Magazine Copy Date 
Probable distribution date, Friday 19th May 

Saturday 13th May Eardisland Plant Sale, VH, page 22 

Thursday 18th May Parish Council, VH, 7.30pm 

W/E 26 – 29th May ETA - French Visit to Eardisland, page 17 

Thursday 22nd June Parish Council, VH, 7.30pm 

Friday 7th July Magazine Copy Date 
Probable distribution date, Friday 21st July 

Thursday 20th July Parish Council, VH, 7.30pm 

Thursday 7th September Parish Council, VH, 7.30pm 

Friday 8th September Magazine Copy Date 
Probable distribution date, Friday 22nd 
September 

Saturday 21st October Eardisland Quality Craft Fair, page 21 

Thursday 26th October Parish Council, VH, 7.30pm 

Friday 3rd November Magazine Copy Date 
Probable distribution date, Friday 17th 
November 

Thursday 23rd November Parish Council, VH, 7.30pm 

Note: Share a Care – last Thursday of each month, please see page 14 
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THE ANNUAL REVIEW compiled by Barry Freeman 
 

THE AIM OF THIS REVIEW is, as always, two-fold: to provide an annual 
stocktaking of our progress and achievements as a community and to give a clear 
picture of life in Eardisland in the early years of the 21st century for future 
historians. 

THE MAIN EVENTS OF 2016   

30 Jan Table Top Sale: Village Hall Management Committee (VHMC) 
27 Feb Soup and Puddings Lunch: VHMC 
12 Mar Annual Folk Music Concert: Village Band and Friends 
19 Mar Charity Coffee Morning: Women’s Institute (WI) 
20 Mar Model Railway Day: local enthusiasts 
8 Apr Fun and Games Evening: VHMC 
16 Apr Bowling Club Open Day: Club Committee 
9 May Visit to blacksmith’s forge at Street: WI 
14 May Plant Sale and Swap: Eardisland in Bloom (EIB) 
28-30 May   Visit to La Vieille Lyre: Eardisland Twinning Association (ETA) 
12 Jun The Queen’s 90th Birthday Celebration: VHMC 
18 Jun Royal Birthday Concert: Parochial Church Council (PCC) 
16 Jul Summer Fete at Clan Arrow: PCC 
6 Aug Summer Fun Event: VHMC 
7 Aug Open Air Theatre: Burton Court 
27-29 Aug   Open Gardens Weekend: PCC 
28 Aug Duck Races on Millstream: VHMC 
1 Sep Hospice Coffee Morning at Tearoom Garden: Hospice Friends Group 
(HFG) 
3 Sep Annual Village Show: Show Committee 
8 Sep Parish Development Referendum: See note below 
15 Sep Hospice Lunch at Luctonians:  HFG 
5 Oct Community Shop Familiarisation Event: Shop Committee 
14 Oct Harvest Festival and Supper: PCC 
22 Oct Craft and Produce Fair: EIB and PCC 



5 
 
 

13 Nov Remembrance Service, War Memorial and Church: PCC 
15 Nov Hospice Coffee Morning at Luctonians: HFG 
18 Dec Annual Carol Service: PCC 
24-25 Dec   Christmas Services: PCC 
31 Dec New Year’s Eve Party: VHMC 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE YEAR 
 
 

•   The Work of Eardisland in Bloom (The E Team). Every year, on Thursday 
mornings from early Spring to late Autumn, the intrepid members of the E Team 
are working in the village or on the children’s allotment.  Their work is recorded 
regularly in each edition of this parish magazine.  Outstanding this year has been 
their transformation of the millstream bankside setting of the Dovecote and the 
flower bed along the Manor House wall. All residents with an eye for beauty will 
have noticed this and visitors comment on the attractive appearance of our 
village. 
 

•   The Craft and Produce Fair. Another E Team initiative, this time in co-
operation with the PCC, making use of the church for the craft stalls and the 
village hall for produce stalls and catering.  It was a very successful day with 
excellent positive feedback from both customers and stallholders. The current 
intention is to repeat it next Autumn: perhaps this is the beginning of another 
annual event for Eardisland. 
 

•   Eardisland Neighbourhood Development Plan.  As recorded above, a parish 
referendum was held on 8th September. All households were delivered details of 
the issues involved with 86% of the votes cast in favour of the plan which was 
subsequently adopted by Herefordshire Council: a rather more satisfactory 
objective than the government managed to achieve in June! 
 

PARISH ORGANISATIONS 
 

The following bodies have all made their contribution, as always, to our varied 
community life and wellbeing: 
 

The Parish Council, Footpath and Tree Officers • Parochial Church Council • 

Village Hall Management Committee • Church Cleaners and Flower Guild • 

Village Show Committee • Hospice Friends Support Group • Dovecote Trust • 

Community Shop Team • Eardisland In Bloom • Women’s Institute • History and 

Heritage Group • Whittington Educational Trust • Twinning Association • Village 

Band • Bowls Club • Art Group • Local Links Share-a-Care Group • Community 

Website • Parish Magazine. 
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GOODBYE TO THREE OLD FRIENDS 
 

Sadly 2016 saw the passing of Paul Simner, Eric Richards and Edward Thomas.   
All were long term residents, widely known and respected and active in various 
aspects of community life.  Our community is the poorer for their passing. 
 

VOLUNTEERS: THE PEOPLE WHO GET THINGS DONE 
 

Listed above are 20 organisations.  They perform a wide variety of functions and 
duties but all share one common factor: they are staffed entirely by volunteers. 
 
 
Volunteers are the people who make a difference, week after week, year after 
year.  They transform a village into a community, and there is a world of 
difference.  A village is a long established collection of buildings lived in by people 
who have come together by chance: a community is a dynamic creation, its 
volunteers constantly looking for further ways to enhance the quality of life for 
residents. 
 
The list of organisations is not static: half of those listed did not exist 20 years 
ago.  They were created by people who saw an opportunity to improve 
community life, enthused others and set to work, expending time, imagination, 
energy and, not infrequently, money to turn a vision into reality.  Volunteers are 
the people who ensure a community is always moving forward. 
 
•   If you feel you might like to join the volunteer team of one (or more) of the 
listed organisations, you will find a new edition of Who’s Who with this magazine 
which tells you whom to contact in each organisation.  All welcome new 
members and will gladly talk about what they do. 
 
EARDISLAND PARISH MAGAZINE 
 
You will have noticed that the quality of the reproduction of the magazine was 
less than desirable in the last edition. Various changes have been made to 
improve the quality, the most important of which is new equipment at the 
Leominster Community Resouce Centre and heavier, better quality, paper. The 
latter means that the maximum number of pages is now 44. Photographs are 
likely to continue to be variable in the hard copy, but are very good quality on the 
village website. We shall see how effective these improvements prove to be. 
 I am grateful to Eardisland Parish Council for its continued support. 
 

Editor   
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EARDISLAND PARISH COUNCIL 
 
1. At the meeting on 24 November, 2 parishioners stood for co-option and 

Merrry Albright was co-opted onto the council. 

2. The council would like your views on the Speed Indicator Device (SID). After a 

long time without a placement, Herefordshire Council are now able to 

provide a placement for the SID in Eardisland. However from April this year, 

the cost of each deployment (one month placement) goes up to £250 per 

time (£150 per time in 2016-17). The council would like your views on the 

following questions: A) Do you think that the SID worked & helped reduce 

speeding when it was in place? B) Do you think it was worth paying £150 for 

one month’s deployment? C) Now that the cost is going up to £250 per 

deployment, do you think the PC should continue paying for the SID to be 

deployed 4 times a year? D) If not 4 times a year, how often do you think the 

SID should be deployed?  E) Do you think it is worth the PC buying a SID for 

around £3,000, so that rental costs do not have to be paid in future? The PC 

would consider renting out the SID to other local councils if not in use in 

Eardisland. F) If a Community Speedwatch scheme was set up, would you be 

willing to volunteer to do a session twice a month? Full training would be 

given in using the speed gun. Please contact the Parish Clerk with your views 

on these questions on eardislandclerk@gmail.com or 07789 322771 by 10 

February.  

3. After various comments about the parish notice board by the bus stop, the PC 

will, with the help of a resident, monitor the board and remove unsuitable 

material. The following rules for using the board have been agreed and a 

notice placed on the board. 1. No business cards to be placed, these will be 

removed. 2. Eardisland parish events take priority and external event notices 

will be removed in favour of parish events. 3. Maximum size of posters is A4, 

larger items will be removed. Please keep to A5 as routine. 

4. At the meeting on 5 January, the results of the recent questionnaire about 

possible work inside and outside the village hall were discussed. The PC and 

Village Hall Committee will meet in early February to finalise which 

applications should be made now. They will also consider possible options 

and ways forward for the village hall in future, in preparation for a parish 

open meeting. Please look out in the March magazine for details of this 

mailto:eardislandclerk@gmail.com
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important meeting and please attend so that you have an input into the 

future of community facilities in the parish. 

5. The summary of accounts for April 2016 to January 2017 is available below. 

The end of year accounts will be prepared by the Clerk in April and will be 

available once approved by the council at the Annual Meeting of the Parish 

Council in May. 

6. Would you like to sponsor a bench in the parish in memory of a loved one? 

Two people have contacted the PC to sponsor benches but many more need 

replacing. We would be happy to put a plaque on the bench so people can 

appreciate who is being remembered. Please contact the Parish Clerk on 

eardislandclerk@gmail.com or 07789 322771 if you would like to help. 

7. Many volunteers within the community, as well as parish councillors, give 

their time and effort to undertake many jobs within the parish to help keep 

costs down. This is even more important in the future as Herefordshire 

Council’s budget cuts are leading to major reductions in funding to parishes. 

To maintain the environment of the parish in a good condition, more roles 

will have to be undertaken by volunteers within the community. Please 

consider if you are able to help, even if it is only a couple of hours a month 

litter picking for example, and contact the Parish Clerk if you can. Thank you. 

8. If you’d like to be alerted to new events in the parish and new items on the 

website (eg. PC agendas and minutes), please sign-up on the home page. If 

you want to get your event highlighted on the website, please email the Clerk 

as above. 

9. Planning: Appeal APP/W1850/W/16/3157677 against refusal of planning 

permission for P152779/F Land adjoining Orchard Farm – Response submitted 

requesting appeal is dismissed due to issues including drainage and access; 

P162741/F, Home Farm, Eardisland, HR6 9DN – Steel framed monopitch 

building to cover an existing sheep handling unit – Approved. 

10. The planned parish council meetings for 2017 are as follows:  16 February, 16 

March, 27 April, 18 May, 22 June, 20 July, 7 September, 26 October and 23 

November. 

Alison Sutton,  07789 322771, Email: eardislandclerk@gmail.com 

Eardisland Parish Council Accounts 2016-17 
Summary of accounts April 2016 – January 2017 

mailto:eardislandclerk@gmail.com
mailto:eardislandclerk@gmail.com
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2016-2017 

Budget (at 

1/4/16)

2016-2017 

Actual (to 

5/1/17)

Final Budget 

2017-18

£25,408.00 £25,408.00 £25,408.00

£4,331.00 £639.75 £917.00

£400.00 £905.00 £400.00

£130.00 £0.00 £130.00

£900.00

£8.00 £7.26 £8.00

£1,140.00 Donations for projects - defibrillator, turf ing

£7,056.53

£30,277.00 £36,056.54 £26,863.00

£250.00 £300.00 £300.00

£50.00 £0.00 £50.00

£9.00 £6.76 £9.00

£1,000.00 £198.36 £1,000.00

£2,900.00 £100.00 £2,500.00

£1,700.00 £1,332.49 £1,700.00

£6,179.00 £2,407.00 £4,958.00

£1,000.00 £643.45 £1,000.00

£5,000.00 £3,217.32 £4,000.00

£500.00 £50.60 £500.00

£170.00 £190.00 £250.00

£3,500.00 £2,865.31 £3,620.00

£1,000.00 £540.80 £1,000.00

£500.00 £431.57 £550.00

£250.00 £0.00 £400.00

£60.00 £1,054.64 £100.00

£500.00 £265.91

£600.00 £372.43

£1,000.00 £880.00 £1,000.00

£500.00 £0.00 £500.00

£1,274.27

£3,659.00 £408.00 £2,426.00

£1,135.00

£1,000.00

£30,327.00 £17,673.91 £26,863.00

As at 13/12/16

VAT

Projects - defibrillator, Dovecote turf ing

NDP salary (exc PAYE)

Parish magazine

Audit

Parish Expenses - postage, stationery, sundries

S.137 - grants and donations

Expenditure

NDP (excl salary)

Subscription - HALC, ICO, Community First, HTWN

Election

Salary & PAYE

Lengthsman and P3

Car park

Insurance

Drainage rates

Planning contingency

Income

Wayleaves

VAT reclaim

Precept

Lengthsman and P3 from HC

Parish magazine and other advertising

Bow ling Club rent

Sponsorship for w ebsite

Clerk's expenses - mileage, parking, SLCC

Current a/c £23,562.70

Uncommitted reserves £8,128

Maintenance - mow ing, SIDs, bus shelter, EVH, other

Play area

Room hire for PC meetings

Contingency

Training

Website

Burial ground mow ing
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REPORT ON RESULTS OF QUESTIONNAIRE ON EARDISLAND VILLAGE HALL 
 
66 individuals returned questionnaires. A few respondents did not complete all 
the questions and some questions allowed for multiple answers to be given. The 
percentages are based on the total number of questionnaires (66), unless 
otherwise stated.  
The original questionnaire was amended to exclude any questions about railings, 
so answers about this from respondents using the original questionnaire were 
not analysed. 
4 people identified as commercial hirers, with 10 people identifying as organisers 
of fund-raising events and a few people identified as both (2 out of 4 commercial 
hirers). 9 people used the hall as a venue for family/social events, 28 as a venue 
for meetings. 61 out of 66 people identified as using the hall for leisure purposes. 
7 respondents stated they used the roadway only as pedestrians. All others used 
the roadway as a vehicle user or both vehicle and pedestrian. 
64% respondents who are commercial hirers or who organise fund-raising events 
stated they were concerned or very concerned about the state of the roadway 
currently and the safety of pedestrians using it. 
34 (51%) of the total number of respondents stated they were concerned or very 
concerned about the state of the roadway currently and the safety of pedestrians 
using it. 
Only 21% of the commercial hirers or fund-raising event organisers were in 
favour or very in favour of a marked pedestrian crossing point. 
28% of all users were in favour or very in favour of a marked pedestrian crossing 
point. 
Only 1 of the 7 pedestrian-only users was in favour of a marked pedestrian 
crossing point. 
67% respondents who are commercial hirers or who organise fund-raising events 
stated they were in favour or very in favour of low level (in intensity and height) 
lighting at intervals to show the roadway. 
Overall 62% of respondents were in favour or very in favour of low level (in 
intensity and height) lighting at intervals to show the roadway. 
5 of the 7 pedestrian-only users were in favour or very in favour of low level (in 
intensity and height) lighting at intervals to show the roadway. 
78% of the commercial hirers or fund-raising event organisers were in favour or 
very in favour of installing new sanitary ware and easy-clean surfaces in the 
men’s and women’s toilets. 
86% of all users were in favour or very in favour of installing new sanitary ware 
and easy-clean surfaces in the men’s and women’s toilets. 
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57% of the commercial hirers or fund-raising event organisers were in favour or 
very in favour of installing non-slip flooring and adjusting the floor levels in the 
toilets to reduce the risk of tripping. 
78% of all users were in favour or very in favour of installing non-slip flooring and 
adjusting the floor levels in the toilets to reduce the risk of tripping. 
57% of the commercial hirers or fund-raising event organisers were in favour or 
very in favour of sealing/replacing/closing off the skylight in the women’s toilet 
to improve insulation. 
62% of all users were in favour or very in favour of sealing/replacing/closing off 
the skylight in the women’s toilet to improve insulation. 
All 14 of the commercial hirers or fund-raising event organisers were in favour or 
very in favour of installing a new sink with high-rise taps, an extractor fan and an 
instant hot water boiler. 
95% of all users were in favour or very in favour of installing a new sink with high-
rise taps, an extractor fan and an instant hot water boiler. 
24 respondents made comments or suggestions. Some of these are more 
relevant to later phases of any work, than the current possible projects. 
However, we are grateful for all ideas and will include them in future discussions.   
Comments on the current possible projects ranged from saying the roadway is 
OK as it is, to others who felt resurfacing the roadway and making a smooth level 
with the car park was a priority. Those who commented on having a pedestrian 
crossing marked were not in favour or felt it was unnecessary. Suggestions were 
made to have the entrance and exit areas of the car park marked to discourage 
people blocking them. A few comments were made about the toilets and kitchen 
refurbishment being a priority. 
Various respondents suggested alternatives to just refurbishing – either to 
extend or to sell the hall to fund a new amenity elsewhere or to demolish and 
rebuild on the site.  
 As a result of this consultation, the Parish Council and Village Hall 
Management Committee feel that further consultation is very important and a 
special meeting is being arranged. We hope that as many parishioners as possible 
will attend and give their views on how best to use the hall in the future. 
 
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD BOXES 
 
There were 7807 sent from this area. Irene Priday picks up all around here and 
from schools. The boxes were sent in time for Christmas to Romania. Thank you 
for those who filled a box this year. If you wish to do a box next year, and would 
like some help please get in touch later in the year. 

Anita Watkins 
 01544 388856 
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FROM KATHLEEN FREEMAN 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who has been so 
concerned, helpful and understanding during the past month. 

My second hip replacement was closely followed by Barry being whisked 
off to A & E in Hereford with a heart attack. Fortunately, my sister was here to 
help for the week prior to what will be our Christmas to remember. 

Eardisland community came up trumps. How reassuring to know one is 
surrounded by so many caring people ready to step in and plug the gaps. 

Thank you all so much, and a happy and healthy New Year to everyone. 
 

Kathleen 
KINGSLAND AND EARDISLAND HOSPICE FRIENDS 
 
Our pre-Christmas coffee morning held at the Luctonians was a great success 
raising £625.  Very many thanks to all our supporters, and especially to Wendy 
Cross for her produce stall and to David and Sue Wallis for the loan of their 
decorations.  More information in the next magazine. 
 

Dorothy Brown 388389, Diane Lee, Margaret Roberts, Jo Watson    
 

MORTIMER PRACTICE PATIENT PARTICIPATION GROUP (PPG) 
 
The new practice nurse Sister Burke will start to run a minor illness clinic in the 
new year. When ringing the surgery for same day appointments the receptionists 
will now ask why you need a same day appointment, this is not intended to be 
nosey but to point them to the correct clinic for your needs i.e. Sister Burke or 
GP. An article explaining this new service will appear in the next Practice 
newsletter and on the website. 
 
The Practice is now able to text reminders to patients who have forthcoming 
appointments either with a GP or the practice nurses. If people are interested in 
this service, the Practice needs up to date mobile phone numbers please. This 
service is only available to be used with mobile phones not landline numbers. It is 
hoped reminding people via a text may help with missed appointments. 
 
The next PPG meeting is February 14th 2017 if anyone has any issues/concerns 
they wish me to discuss at this meeting please let me know. 
 

Diane Lee 
 01544 387685 
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EARDISLAND VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE REPORT 
 

*** Village Hall Fund Raising 2017 -  tell us about events you would 
like to see happen at the Hall – get in touch or come to a meeting 

(contact details below)*** 
 
A Happy New Year to all our Users!  Firstly, a great big thank-you to all of those 
who have helped with events and day-to-day running of the hall over the past 
year, and to those who have supported the Hall by attending events and classes.  
An equally big thank-you to those who took the time to fill in our recent 
questionnaire regarding the Hall facilities and to add suggestions – you will find a 
full report by our Parish Clerk elsewhere in this magazine.  It is unlikely that we 
will be able to afford all the improvements you would like/the Hall needs at one 
time, so we have some thinking and some prioritising to do and will no doubt be 
back to consult you again! 
 
As always, we would love to have some new faces at committee meetings.  If you 
are interested in offering help, or would like to represent a user group within the 
parish, please do come along to any meeting.   If you want to raise an issue, all 
meetings have an Open Forum session for any member of the public to come and 
talk to us.  If you would like more involvement, as a committee member and 
trustee of the Hall you would have a voice in its management and its future. 
Contact details on the Parish Website or call me (Caroline) on 388868. 

 
EARDISLAND COMMUNITY SHOP 
 
The biggest event for the shop in 2016 was losing the services of Suzanne, who 
has provided us with fruit and vegetables since the shop opened. Sadly, this side 
of her business has become too much for her and she is now concentrating on 
plants which she will continue to supply us with. 
 However, we were lucky enough to employ the services of Parry’s of 
Leominster, who now make deliveries of fresh fruit and vegetables daily. We 
think that you will agree that the displays are now much improved. We are also 
happy to take orders for any items that are not usually stocked. If Parry’s sell it, 
then we can get it! Please leave a note in the ‘mail in’ tray for the attention of 
Chris Evans. 
 On that note, the Eardisland Shop Committee would like to thank all 
their valued customers and volunteers for their continued support over the last 
12 months and wish you all a happy and healthy New Year! 

The Eardisland Shop Committee 
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EARDISLAND WOMEN'S INSTITUTE 
 
We begin this entry by wishing our members and everyone who reads this, a very 
"Happy New Year" although we will be well into it by the time this is delivered! 
 We welcome Ruth Miller onto our committee and wish to thank Anita 
Watkins for her sterling work on it over the years. Well done Anita! 
 Monday 9th January 7.30 p.m. Marion Willcocks will be presenting and 
demonstrating spinning and weaving. The competition is for a poster for our 
Spring Coffee Morning. 

Monday 13th February 7.30 p.m. Moyra Hoon will be giving a talk on 
Dyslexia and the competition will be for three blue hyacinths in a bowl and in 
flower. 

Monday 13th March 7.30 p.m. the speaker will be Jennifer Shutler 
introducing "Cutting Edge Jewellery". 

Please keep the following date free! Saturday 8th April from 10.30 - 12 
noon when we are holding our "Spring Coffee Morning" in the Village Hall. This 
year we have nominated "The Music Pool" to donate some of the proceeds to. 
This charity is part of the Courtyard Centre for the Arts. They provide weekly 
music for toddlers and parents, regular song and percussion sessions for the 
under-fives and for all special needs schools; opportunities for young people 
including those in foster care etc. to do recording, band building and song writing 
and a range of creative arts for families who have a child with disabilities in 
tandem with the Marches Family Network. These are some of the areas in which 
they work and we feel it a relevant charity to be involved with this year as it 
benefits so many locally. 

New members to W.I. are always welcome and if you wish to know 
more, please contact me. 

Mavis Tantrum (Secretary), 01544 387972 

 

SHARE A CARE 
 

Fancy a cup of free tea or coffee and cake! 
 

Then why not join us on the last Thursday in each month 
 

 in the village hall from 2.30pm 
 

Everyone is welcome! 
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EARDISLAND COMMUNITY PAPER GUILLOTINE AND PAPER TRIMMER 
 
The Committee of Eardisland Community Shop Association has agreed a grant to 
purchase a paper guillotine (which will cut up to 12 copies at a time) and a paper 
trimmer (for finer work). This equipment is for community use – for example in 
the production of posters, flyers, programmes, tickets etc. 
 
I have offered to arrange safe storage and to co-ordinate the loan of the 
equipment. Please contact me on 388226 if you would like to borrow the 
guillotine and/or trimmer, ideally giving at least a week’s notice. Thank you. 
 

Barry Freeman 
 
EARDISLAND TWINNING ASSOCIATION 
 
The social events in Eardisland Village Hall in the lead-up to the celebratory 10th 
anniversary French visit (to take place during the weekend of 26th-29th May 
2017) are well underway.  
 
The French Wine and Cheese Evening held on 18th November was very successful 
and the Committee would like to express thanks to everyone who supported the 
event in so many ways. A net profit of £370.00 was raised which is a great help 
towards the anniversary weekend in May when we are planning for there to be a 
range of activities in the village - details will follow in later magazines. 
 
Other currently proposed social events in Eardisland Village Hall are confirmed as 
follows: 
Friday 20th January 2017, 6.00pm to 9.00pm – a “Pamper Evening” designed to 
lift the post-Christmas blues, including opportunities to sample a range of beauty 
and holistic therapies. Please see posters around the village for further details. 
Saturday 18th March 2017 – a coffee morning, please see page 15 for details. 
Friday 28th April 2017 – How well do you know your village? - an illustrated 
presentation with the Eardisland History & Heritage Group, looking at their work 
over many years in uncovering the history of the ancient parish of Eardisland.  
Sunday 30th April 2017 – in response to requests for a repeat of the November 
evening, a further French Wine and Cheese Evening. 
 
We look forward to seeing you at one or all of these events!  

Ruth Brinton-Bivand 
Chair, Eardisland Twinning Association 
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Happy New Year everyone- this year’s show is only 9 months away! 

We have some exciting new classes this year. Here are a few, so you can get 

started already! 

Craft 

A bird- any material (e.g. wood, pottery, fabric, paper) 

A scarf (e.g. knitted, crocheted, fabric) 

Art 

An Eardisland Scene (any medium) 

Weather (any medium) 

Photography 

Spring in Eardisland 

Also, we’re looking to appoint a junior committee member to support us with the 

categories for young people. Are you under 16? Would you be able to share your 

ideas with us? 

If you think you can help, please call or e-mail Jo: 01544 387698 

j_m_south@hotmail.co.uk  

mailto:j_m_south@hotmail.co.uk
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CHURCH CHRISTMAS TREES 
 
This year it was decided to have two Christmas trees in the Church, one to be 
decorated with remembrance poppies for all who have been lost in battle and 
who will be thought of at Christmas time. 

The big tree was enthusiastically decorated by the village children, and 
Mums. A big thank you to everyone: thanks also to Mandy Vernon and Helen 
Holmes for the super yummy flapjack and lots of hot chocolate marshmallows. 

As always it was lovely to see the children scrabbling in the box of 
decorations and choosing a branch to hang them on, lots of laughing and 
chattering. I know that I enjoyed myself. 
 Thank you all the ladies who came along to support me and the occasion 
- same time next year? 

Dian xx   
 
SERVICES AT CHURCH OF ST MARY THE VIRGIN, EARDISLAND 
 
Priest-in-Charge:  Rev. Julie Read 
    07826 194400, rev.julie@btinternet.com 
    01568 708255 
Churchwardens   Beryl Hoda, Arrow Lawn, Eardisland  
      01544 388131 
                                                Dian Cope, Downome, Eardisland 
                                                 01544 388317 
   
Deputy Churchwarden:                      Richard Kirby 01544 388810  
Deputy Churchwarden and Treasurer:       Peter Brown 01544 388389 
Deputy Churchwarden and Organist:         Annette Blyth 01544 388241 
 
 

 

Sunday 15th January 

9.30 am Family Service with Mrs. 
Angela Daniels and children 
from Eardisland who attend 
Kingsland school 

Eardisland 

 

Sunday 22nd January 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

 

mailto:rev.julie@btinternet.com
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Sunday 29th January 

10.30 am Benefice Holy Communion Aymestry 

 

Sunday 5th February 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

 

Sunday  12th February 

9.30 am Matins Eardisland 

 

Sunday 19th February   

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

 

Sunday 26th February 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland  

 

Wednesday 1st March 

7.30 pm Service for Ash Wednesday 
 

Kingsland 

 

Sunday 5th March 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

 

Sunday 12th March 

9.30 am Matins Eardisland 

 
FROM REV. JULIE READ 
 

The beginning of January brings us Plough Sunday 
and the blessing of the plough. Thank you to 
Hugh Lowe for providing us with a plough to 
symbolically bless on behalf of all those who farm 
the land around. It is a very old tradition and 
many other traditions have built up around this, 
but basically, we are reminded to pray for those 
who work in the long, cold and dark days of the 
new year as they prepare the ground for the new 
sowing and the crops for the coming year. A 
blessing is the promise of God’s presence with us 
giving us all we need to deal with whatever life 
throws at us to get life right.  
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And for the rest of us, our hope is that God will give us what we need this year, 
not for an easy route, but for a right route through life. William Tavernor from 
Kingsland has just celebrated 100 years of life and 75 years as a priest. He chose 
for his service of celebration the hymn Father hear the prayer we offer, not for 
ease that prayer shall be, but for strength that we may ever live our lives 
courageously. It was his hymn and prayer for us all as we headed to a new year. 

His inspiration to me has been his faithfulness over many years, and 
every Thursday morning he turns up to church for communion, and that is 
something that reminds me (who has only been ordained for 16 years) to keep 
going, to keep my head down and to be thankful. 

We often say I hope this year is going to be better that the last, but 
perhaps we ought to pray, may we be able to be more thankful and to live with 
love and kindness, and to be generous to those around us as we journey through 
this year. 

We pray every Tuesday morning at 9am in church and you are very 
welcome to join us, or of course on Sunday at 9.30am. You will always be 
welcome and there is much to pray for in this world as well as in our own lives 
and those of our families. Come and see and may you find new faith as you 
journey through this year. 

Every blessing, 
 

Julie 
 
EARDISLAND QUALITY CRAFT FAIR 

 
Due to the amazing success of the 2016 event, 
the organising committee, consisting of members 
of Eardisland in Bloom and Eardisland PCC, have 
pencilled in Saturday 21st October for the 2017 
version, which will be held in St Mary’s Church. 
Once more Eardisland parishioners will be given 
first option to reserve a stall ahead of the general 
public, so if you are interested and produce 
quality crafts, please reserve your stall NOW by 
contacting Phil Milchard. 

Remember that this event was fully subscribed by the end of February last year! 
 

Phil Milchard 
01544 388097 

pmilchard@btinternet.com 
and Richard Kirby 

mailto:pmilchard@btinternet.com
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EARDISLAND IN BLOOM 
 
Due to a remarkable run of dry Thursday mornings the team was able to complete 
its programme of bulb planting by the middle of November and we now look 
forward to seeing a mass of spectacular colour during March and April.  
We are already giving a great deal of thought to our workload in 2017 and this will 
be further discussed at our AGM on Thursday 30th March @ 2.30pm (venue to be 
confirmed). If you have any ideas please let us know, or even better, pop along to 
the meeting and give them in person. 
 A couple of dates for your diary: 
 
Plant Sale:  This will once again be held in the village hall on Saturday 13th May. 
 
Craft Fair:  This is confirmed for Saturday 21st October. Please see report elsewhere 
in this magazine for further details. 
 

Phil Milchard  Chris Watson  Wendy Cross 
 
A RAMBLE THROUGH TIME IN THE PARISH OF EARDISLAND 
 
1680 in Eardisland 

 
       My last contribution to these pages ended with a drawing dating to circa 
1683. 
       Whilst upwards of 335 years ago, several aspects of the decade 1680  to 1689 
are variously touched upon in the documentary sources which I have come 
across.  
       Some of them are concerned with features and circumstances which can still 
be seen or evidenced in present day Eardisland. 
       Other documents record members of the families who were baptised (born), 
married, and buried (died) here in this period of time. 
       From these sources at very least fifteen other topics can be identified which 
would be relevant to compiling a picture of the Eardisland of those years. 
       But where to start? 
       Three examples of these topics may give some idea of the compexity of such 
a decision: 
       Purchases and sales of land, and the, often very detailed, descriptions of the 
position and nature of such lands. 
       Roads and bridges. 
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       Taxation. Knowing on what basis a tax was levied can give a picture of the 
person so taxed from the nature of his assets. Other records may identify where 
he lived; a picture can gradually be amassed.  
 
       After several false starts, I have decided to deal with each source document 
in chronological order of what they record, not the dates of the source 
documents themselves. 
       To discuss these will inevitably lead to relating to earlier events, or even to 
events then still to unfold, but which can still be used to paint the picture of the 
Eardisland of that time. 
       Because of this intention, I will endeavour to paint a picture of this parish in 
one year, 1680, not the decade 1680-1689 as I first intended. The references to 
those later years will in any case be used for some of the less apparent aspects of 
life here in 1680, as I have just outlined. 
 
       And so to the references to 1680 in my files. Most of them are concerned 
with the date of various buildings. When these refer to late 17th century, or 
similar wording, I have recorded them to 1680. Buildings so referred to are: 
       Ruscote                       Bay 4; being later than the remainder. 
       Brambledown            started as a barn. 
       Little Burton House   evidence of a demolished building possibly of late 17th 

                                                                  century date.  
       The Round House      extended at the north-east end...possibly of 17th or early 
                                            18th century date. 
       Old Manor House      this was then (1680) and until circa 1934,” Porch  
                                                    House”. 
       Porch House               late in the 17th century the NW wing was extended and  
                                            heightened. 
       Upper Hardwick Farm a later 17-century wing was added on the N-E. 
       Brockaly Cottage      built late 17th c. 
       Court House (Farm) The roof of the main block is apparently of late 17th or  
                                                   early 18c construction. 
 
              It must be stressed that there are several older buildings than these in 
the parish, including parts indeed of these same buildings. Some of these, or 
parts of them, are of very much earlier date than 1680. I will return to these 
later. 
              But before leaving 1680, there is one further reference to mention. 
              This is Herefordshire Archive Service reference B16/20,21, which is part 
of the records of what their introductory comments refer to as: 

The Court House, Eardisland 
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              The reference records a land transaction dated: 
octave of St. Hilary, 31 Charles II. 

 In present day parlance this works out as 13th January 1680. It records that: 
William Wall, gent, and Anne his wife .......and other members of the Wall family, 
sold to Richard Dolphin, gent. One messuage, one cottage, 2 barns, one water 
corn mill, one dove house, 2 gardens, one orchard, 90 acres land, 24 acres 
meadow, 47 acres pasture in Eardisland al.Earsland and Pembridge. 
              It is my understanding that it was only a small proportion of the land that 
was in Pembridge (parish), everything else being in Eardisland. 
              The consideration paid was £300, about £25000 at 2005 values. 
              A “Messuage” has been defined as “A dwelling house with outbuildings 
and land assigned to its use”. In this instance, it is safe to take this as being the 
then existing part of the present day building, Court House Farm, part of which 
(the roof) has already been referred to. 
              I have made no attempt to establish the whereabouts of the one cottage, 
2 barns detailed. To be able to do so with any degree of certainty is improbable. 
The same can be said of the 2 gardens, one orchard. There is, however, much 
more chance of identifying the various types of land referred to. A close analysis 
of the Tithe Map Schedule,1842, albeit over 150 years later, would be the way 
forward. 
              Still to be considered is: ‘one water corn mill, one dove house’ 
              Knowing the complexities of the watermill topic, the dove house will first 
be discussed. But even this will lead to the need for more space than editorial 
prudence is likely to allow me this time, and so both will be taken forward to my 
contribution to the next edition of this magazine. 

 
 

 
˂ The earlier dovecote, NW of the church 

 
 
 
 
 
 

To be continued. 
 

George Alderson 
gwawestwayes@btinternet.com 
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WILL WRITING FORTNIGHT 2017 
 
We all know we should make a Will.  But how many of us put off doing so 
without realising the implications for those we will leave behind? 

Making preparations in your lifetime about what should happen to your 
possessions or assets after you die may save your loved ones difficulties and cost 
in the future.  Young people, as well as those of more advanced years, can make 
their wishes very clear by writing a Will.    

In partnership with the Royal National College for the Blind (RNC), two 
solicitors’ firms are offering to help local people get their affairs in order whilst 
also supporting the College’s work with people who are blind and partially 
sighted.  

From 6th to 17th March 2017, Chartered Legal Executive, Sally Smith of 
Harrison Clark Rickerbys Solicitors, Hereford (01432 349670) and Adrian Jones, 
Paralegal at Gabbs Solicitors, Leominster (01568 616333) are offering to waive 
their Will writing fee in exchange for a donation to RNC.  This opportunity relates 
to basic Wills i.e. where the instructions outlined in the Will are not complex. 

The suggested donation is £95 for a basic single Will and £150 for basic 
mirror Wills. The money raised will give students at the RNC the chance to live 
independently and the opportunity to prepare for university or the workplace.  
Demand is likely to be high so booking an appointment for Will Writing Fortnight 
as early as possible with one of the two participating solicitors is recommended. 
 
For more information, call 01432 376 371 or email:  fundraising@rnc.ac.uk  
 
Editor’s note:  Nobody wants to contemplate their own death, but making a Will 
makes very good sense, for who is to know what you wished if you didn’t leave 
instructions? Making a Will is straightforward once you have decided how to 
divide up your possessions. This offer seems good value for money and, as you 
will have read, the proceeds will go to the Royal National College for the Blind – a 
very worthwhile cause. 
 

St Michael’s Hospice Plant Fair 
Friday 5th and Saturday 6th May 

10am-5pm 
St Michael’s Hospice, Bartestree, Hereford HR1 4HA 

  
Can you help? If you enjoy gardening and are able to grow some extra plants to donate to 
us for our Plant Fair in May, please get in touch with Gaynor by telephone on 01432 851 
000 or email gwarren@st-michaels-hospice.org.uk. If you would like to have a plant stall 
yourself, please contact Gaynor to express your interest and find out more details.   

mailto:fundraising@rnc.ac.uk
mailto:gwarren@st-michaels-hospice.org.uk
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 MEMORIES OF OLD EARDISLAND 

 
The social life of the village 
     It seems clear from information provided by our respondents that there was a 
comparatively thriving village community between the wars. There were a 
number of active social groups (as indeed there are today) which provided 
entertainment for most villagers of the time, and for whom opportunity to travel 
to cinemas, theatres and other social events in Leominster or Hereford was more 
restricted.  
     At this time villages, such as Eardisland, were clearly quite economically and 
socially self-sufficient. Mrs Edie Smith talked about her memories of day to day 
life growing up in Eardisland. She was born and bred in the village (from the very 
early years of the 20thC) where members of her family continue to live. As a 
young woman, she had assisted in secretarial work for Mrs Clowes at Burton 
Court and was always very active in the community. She described some of the 
village based groups with which she was involved. For example, she recalled the 
regular Mothers’ Meeting in the Reading Room (the top floor of the Old 
Grammar School on the bridge). She explained that every Monday afternoon Mrs 
Clowes and Mrs Spencer (of ‘Glanarrow’) took turns in alternate weeks to read a 
few chapters from a suitable novel to the assembled mothers who took their 
sewing to do while listening. The children, all under five, sat on the floor by their 
mother’s feet, while each got on with her sewing. The Vicar of the Parish took the 
same sort of meeting in a cottage at Bearwood, for in those days Bearwood 
joined in all Eardisland social life.  
     There was also a Men’s Club open every evening in the same Reading Room 

The History & Heritage Group has a large archive of material which has 
been gathered over the years providing details of many aspects of the 
ancient and modern history of Eardisland. Whilst our archaeological and 
documentary work has revealed a history of habitation dated by finds, 
from Iron Age, Bronze Age, Roman, Saxon and Norman periods of 
settlement, our research has also indicated the major social changes 
which have occurred in comparatively recent times. The details that 
follow were gathered from interviews from some of the respondents 
met in the 1990s by the Oral History Group. More details and exhibits 
will be provided in a Presentation to be given later, in April, describing 
all areas of our work.  
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which was well supported for many years. There were weekly whist drives in the 
cottage beneath, when it was vacant, where members used to cook sausages and 
onions on the stove and had a slap-up supper to finish up. (The Reading Room, 
provided by Col. Clowes from about 1876, closed in the mid-1930s). 
     Mrs Smith described how there was always one annual dance held in the 
schoolroom (now the Village Hall) to music on a piano and later to a three-piece 
band from Leominster. Every other year the dance included fancy dress. At times 
throughout the year dancing classes were held in the Reading Room with music 
on a wind-up gramophone. The Harvest Festival was held on the first Thursday in 
October. There was a Service in Church at 12 o’clock followed by a tea for all 
parishioners in the school-room. In the evening, there was a general party from 
6.00pm until 10.00 pm. This was something the children looked forward to and it 
was usual for the wives of farmers to preside at the tables, pouring the tea, and it 
was a case of who could provide the best tea-sets and silver tea pots. She 
explained that farm workers had a half day’s holiday to attend church and the tea 
and most did, for their bosses would be there! She added that for most of them it 
was almost the only time they had an opportunity to wear their best jackets and 
waistcoats.  
     Every Christmas all the children had a tea and, in the school where there was a 
decorated Christmas tree, each had a present supplied in alternate years by Mrs 
Blackmore (of ‘Arrow Lawn’) and Mrs Clowes. In the New Year the Vicar used to 
give the boys’ and girls’ choir a tea, and the men’s choir and the bell ringers a 
supper. These were held at the Vicarage. In the summer members of the Sunday 
School and Children’s Church Service had a tea party and games in the Vicarage 
Glebe. 
     Mr Harvey (of ‘Bridge Stores’) trained the village children for an annual 
concert. He used to arrive at the school with a can of paraffin and a candle, fill 
two oil lamps and practices would start. For at least three years he trained a 
group for which there was a performance in Eardisland and Dilwyn. 
     The Women’s Institute was formed in 1919 in Eardisland at a meeting held at 
Burton Court. Mrs Smith recalled that a Miss Collett Mason attended to explain 
the aims and objectives of the Institute movement. At the first meeting 25 
members were enrolled and Mrs Clowes was elected as President, Mrs Walters 
Secretary and Miss Parry became the first Treasurer. The first activity 
demonstration was by two women from Cheltenham who stayed in the County 
for a week visiting institutes every day. The first classes were on cobbling 
provided by Mr Amos, a shoe maker, who lived in the village and he taught 
members how to stitch soles and patches with waxed thread and a bristle. (He 
must have been quite elderly since he is recorded as being the village shoe maker 
in a Directory of 1875) 
     The W.I. and Men's Club used to organise events in the school on alternate 
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months. Mrs Edgar Griffiths trained a choir for the W.I. The Rev Birley organised 
entertainment for the Men's Club. Every year there was a concert. The W.I. also 
had a drama group and entered in the local drama festivals, sometimes with 
great success.  
     There were a number of sports clubs which made use of the Old Cricket 
Meadow. Here there was a tennis club run by Mrs Greenhough of ‘Staick House’, 
a cricket club, a bowling club (which played on the tennis courts), organised by 
Mr Tom Wood the school master. (The Cricket Club was the oldest of these, 
having played its first match in 1866). These three clubs thrived until the cricket 
meadow was ploughed up during the Second World War. Teas were served in the 
old pavilion under the Lyme Tree and a man from the village boiled the kettles on 
an open wood fire at the side of the shed. The teas were supplied by the 
members in turn and when they had finished everything was left on the tables 
for the helpers to have their tea. In the winter, there was a very successful 
football club which had a pitch in this meadow. 
   In 1993 we interviewed several people who played to for the Eardisland 
Football team from its inception in 1922. The team played in red and white, on a 
pitch provided by Colonel Clowes. Harry Davies (now living in Leominster in his 
90s) remembered that when he played in the 1930s they used a pitch near the 
present Bowling Green, before they used one on the Old Cricket Meadow. Harry 
started playing in 1932, as a young lad, initially filling in when they were hard 
pressed for a team! The players of both sides changed into their kit in The Cross 
Inn and came back there for their teas and other social activities. Mrs Edie 
Williams (of the ‘Manor House’), whose father was publican at the time, 
remembered how they had to cater for the two teams and quite a few 
supporters on a Saturday. They used tin baths upstairs for which her dad had to 
cart all the hot water in jugs.  
     Harry remembered four players in particular from his days in the team; they 
were: Arthur Davies, two Jones brothers and Tom Norris who was a very good 
goal keeper. By 1925 The Eardisland Trophy had been instituted and in the final 
that year (played in Eardisland) the Hereford County Police beat Kingsland 2-0. 
The Cup was donated by Mr Levick (of ‘Arrow Bank’). Mr Greenough, (of ‘Staick 
House’), on learning that the Cup Committee had been unable to provide medals 
for the teams, kindly offered to provide them. It seems that between £6 and £7 
was taken at the gate (probably the equivalent of £350 at 2016 prices) which was 
a record for the club. In that year Mr Wakely was Captain and Mr. Rolph was 
Vice-Captain. 
     In February 1925, the team was doing well standing 5th in the League of 13 
teams, only 3 points behind the leaders Kington Reserves. The league was strictly 
administered and in that year Eye United was fined one shilling and sixpence (8p) 
for being 25 minutes late for a match versus Eardisland. Later Eardisland was 
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ordered to pay New Radnor’s expenses for an unfulfilled fixture. 
     Tom Mainwaring (of ‘Nun House’) also remembered a great occasion when 
there was a final involving Eardisland and a team from Hereford (possibly 
Hereford United). He had to go and collect the medals from somewhere in 
Leominster on his bicycle and arrived five minutes before the end of the match, 
uncertain who was winning! By 1937 there was increasing trouble in getting out a 
regular team and in December of that year Eardisland was 10th in a league of 11 
teams, only one point above Dolyhir having played three games more! 
Nonetheless the team still had a few very good players. In one match that year 
there was one remarkable result. In October 1937 in the match against 
Presteigne the score was 2-2 after ten minutes play, both the Eardisland goals 
were scored by Stoker. At half-time Presteigne were winning 4-2. Stoker got his 
hat-trick early in the second half and a fourth goal just before the end of the 
match, which Eardisland lost 9-4. There can be few examples of one player 
scoring 4 goals and ending on the losing side by a margin of 5! 
     By the end of the 1938 season, Eardisland finished at the bottom of the 
League and were unable to raise a regular team. Jim Taylor (of ‘Downome’) 
remembered that the Club was finally disbanded before the war started the 
following year. There was a small sum left in the bank account so it was agreed to 
donate it to the Children's Outing Fund and in his words “that finished the 
Football Club..'' 
     No one we spoke to at the time had any photographic records of any of the 
teams or any knowledge of where the Eardisland football trophy (The Levick Cup) 
might now be. Naturally, any further information would be most valuable. 
Members of the Oral History Group were extremely fortunate to be able to speak 
to the contributors mentioned in this article and gather not only their memories 
but also their voices for posterity. The details which they provided form a very 
important part of the village historical archive.  

Paul Selfe 
 
EARDISLAND WEATHER FOCUS 
 
The weather in November brought the first named storm of the winter period. 
Storm Angus on the 22nd delivered 56mm (2.2 inches) of rain over four days 
causing the river Arrow to rise to 54 inches from a steady 7 inches. Total rainfall 
for the month was 106 mm (4.17 inches) with barometer readings from 28.74 to 
30.00, with a mixed range of temperatures from minus 8 degrees at night to a 
daytime of 15 degrees. 

The weather in December calmed down, with Storm Barbara on Friday 
the 23rd deciding to hit more northerly parts of the country. This month gave us 
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the coldest daytime temperature of 0 degrees with some very frosty nights with 
dense fog. 

Barometer readings ranged from 29.5 to 30.06. The total rainfall for the 
month was 35mm (1.37 inches) with river levels from 7 inches to 13 inches. 

The equivalent rainfall for November 2015 was 75mm (3 inches) and 
December 123 mm (4.8 inches). The total rainfall for 2016 was 774 mm (30.49 
inches). The total rainfall for 2015 was 733mm (28.88 inches). Incidentally, I 
appreciate that the river Arrow is deeper in areas in the village itself but I can 
only give readings at Kingfisher House using a gauge supplied by the Environment 
Agency in one spot which does vary considerably in depth. In summer months, it 
can be very shallow but I have noticed that the water table has risen since we 
have been living here. 
 Nature-wise, a half-eaten salmon had been left on the bank and the 
usual herons, with cormorants, were spotted along with tree creepers, bull 
finches and a pair of mergansers. The swans have also visited us. 
 

Doug Tantrum reporting from Kingfisher House. 
 
WEOBLEY THEATRE GOERS 

 
A happy new year to all our theatre goers! Maybe this is a good time to welcome 
anyone new to the area and to let you know about our theatre trips.  We leave 
by coach from Bell Square, Weobley (near the corner car park) and are dropped 
off at the door (or as near as possible) of the theatre.  We go to the matinee 
performances, so that we are not back too late. The trips to Malvern take about 
one hour each way and to Birmingham, Cardiff or Bristol two hours. Trips need to 
be paid within two weeks of reserving the tickets and the tickets are given out on 
the coach. I always try to get the best seats (which is why I often have to book 
well in advance of the show), usually in the circle. You can pick and choose which 
shows you want to go to, and do please come along if you are on your own – 
there are always plenty of people who are in a similar position. 
 Our next trip is on 9 March, when we shall be going to Birmingham to 
see Billy Elliot. The coach is leaving Weobley at 9.30 for the 2.00pm 
performance, so please be at Bell Square by 9.15.  

Our last trip of the season is to see Funny Girl on 10 May. This is now 
booked, but let me know if you would like to go on the cancellation list for this or 
Billy Elliot as sometimes people are unable to go at the last minute. (This, 
therefore, requires being able to go at very short notice.) 

For further information: Kate Best 01544 318513  bobkatebest@tiscali.co.uk 
  

mailto:bobkatebest@tiscali.co.uk
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