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EDITORIAL 
 

It seems only yesterday that I was 
reminding you that if wish to send a 
Christmas message via the 
magazine, it should go in the next 
(November) edition. Well, that was 
a year ago, but the message 
remains the same. Please let me 
have your message together with 
the charity to which you will donate 
(not the amount). 

Most of the copy for the 
magazine now comes to me by 
email which, whilst good, is not 
infallible. If you send me an email 
with copy, I will always send an 
acknowledgement – usually just 
‘Thanks, Chris’ or similar. If you 
don’t receive an acknowledgement 
within a couple of days, please 
contact me immediately. It might be 
that your contribution has gone 
astray in the ether and lost. 

You may recall that Barry 
Freeman had a heart attack at the 

end of last year. Subsequently, 
Barry has had umpteen tests to 
ensure that the most appropriate 
procedures could be carried out. He 
has now had the recommended 
operation and is at home 
recovering. Barry has asked me to 
thank all those who sent cards, 
letters and flowers, and it is a 
pleasure to do so. 

Our Priest-in-Charge, Revd. 
Julie Read, is also unwell – 
unfortunately the remedial 
operation was cancelled at the last 
moment. This has been re-
scheduled to around the time you 
receive this magazine. We wish her 
well. 

Finally, I have received 
expressions of goodwill for my two 
recent eye operations. Your 
thoughts are much appreciated. 
Thank you.  

Chris Bivand 
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EARDISLAND VILLAGE DIARY 2017 
 

Thursday 14th September Parish Council, VH, 7.30pm 

Saturday 30th September ‘Northern Soul’, page 21 

1st – 22nd October Sculpture Show, page 30 

Friday 13th October Harvest Festival, page 17 

Saturday 21st October Eardisland Quality Craft Fair, page 8 

Thursday 26th October Parish Council, VH, 7.30pm 

Saturday 28th October Hallowe’en Walk, page 12 

Friday 3rd November Magazine Copy Date 
Probable distribution date, Friday 17th 
November 

Friday 10th November Pre-Christmas Coffee Morning, page 13 

Thursday 23rd November Parish Council, VH, 7.30pm 

Friday 24th November Winter Wine Tasting, page 17 

Sunday 31st December New Year Party, VH – details later 

 
 ‘Share a Care’ is on the last Thursday of every month. 
 

Nominations are now being accepted for the Countryside Alliance 
Rural Oscar Awards. 

 

Please nominate Eardisland Community Shop at 
www.countryside-alliance.org/caawards   

 

Our postcode is HR6 9BB  
 

We are still waiting to have this officially acknowledged by the post office and 
as yet our address ‘The Dovecote’ does not appear on the drop-down menu. 

The form does accept just the postcode without an address. 

 
Thank you all for your support! 

 
FACEBOOK 
 
We are now on ‘Facebook’. It's a public group that anyone can join, search 
‘Eardisland Village’. 

Jo South  
 

http://www.countryside-alliance.org/caawards
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JONATHAN JAMES GRUNDY: 27TH MARCH 1970 – 18TH JULY 2017 
 
This is a much-reduced version of the eulogy given by Edward Simpson at 
Jonathan’s funeral held in St Mary’s church, Eardisland, on Thursday 3rd August 
2017. 
 

Jonathan enjoyed adventure 
through childhood and wheels have 
always played a key role, first a scooter, 
then skateboard then, aged only 17, 
Jonathan won a Lamborghini kit-car with 
a Rover 3.5 litre engine. He did accept it 
was a little too much for someone his 
age so sold it and used the money well. 
In later years many of us will recall his 
beloved Land Rover, and perhaps in 
particular its engine converted to run on 
used chip oil. 

He also had quite a love for 
music for which he had a natural talent 
playing many instruments, and writing 
and singing the songs for a number of 

groups he fronted. One of Bolton and Herefordshire’s Greats! 
In 2000 Jonathan and Charlie, his good friend and business partner, set 

up Kaltz Ltd. This has been a great success and has offices in Thailand and 
Australia. It was through this friendship that Jonathan found Herefordshire and, 
in 2006, bought Burton House and moved here with his family, soon involving 
himself in areas of local and rural life. 

There are stories aplenty relating to less than successful beginnings in 
shooting, though progress happened, happily; involvement in the local Hunt 
when on one occasion Jonathan and his horse took a stunning tumble but shook 
themselves off, Jonathan remounted and off they went. 

But most importantly Jonathan was a good and loving Dad. He was 
proud of all his 6 children. How hard it will be for them without him, his life cut 
short so prematurely.  

His family and many friends will miss his warmth and ready smile; his 
willingness to give anything a go and not fear making a fool of himself; his 
enthusiasm for life: a lovable rogue. 
 

Family and Friends  
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FRED HARRIS 1928-2017 
 
Fred Harris, former organist and bell-ringer at St Mary’s 
church, passed away on August 31st aged 89. Latterly he 
had lived in Dilwyn, and then a care-home in Hereford, 
but Eardisland was very much his home parish. 
 Fred’s early years were spent at Upper Hardwick and 
he attended Eardisland School and played for the village 
cricket team. He won a scholarship to Leominster 
Grammar School and after leaving did his national 
service in the RAF. All his working life was spent in the 
employment of the Midland (HSBC) Bank; latterly based 
at the Leominster branch. 

Picture: Fred with Leslie Evans 
 Fred was a member of the bell-ringing team at Eardisland for over sixty 
years, having been taught to ring as a boy by Leslie Evans. He had to learn on 
silent bells as the clappers were tied during the early years of WW2, but 
nevertheless made good progress and in 1944 was able to ring his first peal on 
open bells. Peals are special musical compositions lasting about three hours and 
they can be of great complexity and difficulty. Fred was a respected and 
accomplished ringer (and conductor) of over eight hundred peals in total, rung at 
churches throughout Herefordshire and surrounding counties. 
 Fred was also organist at St Mary’s for over fifty years, having taken over 
in 1953. Although entirely self-taught, he mastered the playing of two manuals 
and foot pedals and took pride in using all the stops to good effect. 
 His main loves were music, 
motorbikes, and the camaraderie of the bell-
ringing world, particularly the after-ringing 
gatherings in the village pub! He also greatly 
enjoyed rambling and nature study and knew 
all the local paths and where to find the rare 
wild flowers and birds’ nests. 
 A private family cremation will take 
place on September 21st but on the afternoon 
of Saturday 23rd the bells will be ringing out in 
remembrance and thanksgiving for Fred’s life.  
Tea will be laid on at the village hall and it is 
hoped that parishioners who remember him 
will be able to come along. All are welcome. 
Any queries, please Tel: 01544 231628. 
           Fred in later life 
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PARISH COUNCIL UPDATE: 
 
1. The parish council reconsidered its decision to ask for a dog control order at 

present for dogs to be kept on leads on the recreation ground. After much 

discussion at the extra meeting in early August, it was agreed that a group of 

residents will regularly check the recreation ground and pick up any dog mess 

that has been left. Notices reminding dog owners of their legal responsibility 

to pick up their dog’s faeces, will be placed shortly.  

2. Dog faeces carry bacteria that can cause various severe diseases in humans. 

Contact with dog faeces is most dangerous for children and those in poor 

health. It is just as important that dog owners pick up their dog’s faeces on 

footpaths. On farms contact with dog faeces can cause abortion in cows and 

GID (a severe brain infection) in sheep. PLEASE BE A RESPONSIBLE DOG 

OWNER. 

3. Parishioners are reminded that motorised vehicles are banned from the 

recreation ground, unless the parish council has given prior permission. It is 

illegal for children to use electric scooters, quad bikes or similar vehicles on a 

road, pavement or any land without the landowner’s permission. 

4. If you’d like to be alerted to new events in the parish and new items on the 

website (eg. PC agendas and minutes), please sign-up on the home page. If 

you want to get your event highlighted on the website, please email the Clerk 

on eardislandclerk@gmail.com or ring 07789 322771. 

5. The contracts for the work on refurbishing the village hall toilets have now 

been signed and the work will start on 25 October. The parish council and the 

village hall committee will be very grateful for your patience and 

understanding while this work is done. Disruption is inevitable but will be 

kept to as little as possible.  

6. The landowners of Orchard Farm attended the meeting at the end of August 

and listened to the concerns of parishioners and councillors. They have now 

withdrawn the application for one house by the road and are considering 

whether to put in a further application for the whole site. 

7. The following planning applications have been considered or noted in July 

and August: P172046, Land east of Shobdon Poultry Farm, Shobdon Airfield, 

Shobdon, HR6 9NR – Erection of knowledge transfer and training centre, two 

poultry units, six feed bins and associated development on land at Shobdon 

Airfield – Resolved to support subject to comments made as follows and not 

mailto:eardislandclerk@gmail.com
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to be taken as support for any possible future expansion: conservation area 

discussed at site meeting should be undertaken in parallel with this 

application not sequentially and plan showing conservation area should be 

submitted as part of this application; noise, light and smell pollution control 

must be delivered; Parish Council informed that no night working as such but 

believes it will occur; clarification on numbers of chickens in existing and 

new/replacement sheds on both Shobdon and Hanger Sites requested; wider 

concerns of future expansion and cumulative impact of whole site expressed; 

Eardisland Parish Council strongly considers Pembridge and Shobdon Parish 

Councils should be formally consulted on this application due to traffic, noise 

and pollution concerns likely to affect those parishes more. P172229/PA7, 

Lower Hardwick Farm, Pembridge, HR6 9HF – Proposed concrete apron in 

front of existing building – Prior Approval applied for – Noted determined, 

Prior Approval not required. P172228/K, Homeleigh, Eardisland, HR6 9BN – 

Re-submission for proposed alterations and extensions after refusal of 

planning application 170956 dated 19th May 2017 – Resolved to support. 

Noted P171267/L, Knapp House, Eardisland, HR6 9BD – Proposed removal of 

circa mid 20th century windows and replacement with traditional design 

casements to match existing circa 17th century design. Also reinstatement of 

stone to chimney stack in lieu of concrete – Approved with conditions. Noted 

P171615/K, Bridge House, Eardisland, HR6 9BT – Fell Yew tree – Works 

allowed. P164134/F, Land adjoining Orchard Farm, Eardisland, HR6 9BJ – 

Proposed pair of semi-detached cottages with parking. Demolition of 

outbuilding. New access road – Amended plan – Resolved to object on 

grounds as previous plan, with further point regarding privacy and 

overlooking from proposed windows and continuing non-conformity with 

Eardisland NDP, Core Strategy and NPPF – Application now withdrawn. Noted 

P172614/K, Court House, Eardisland, HR6 9BW – Re-pollard 5 poplar trees – 

Resolved to support under Minor Planning Matters Policy. 

8. The planned parish council meetings for the rest of 2017 are as follows:  26 

October and 23 November.  

Alison Sutton 
Clerk to Eardisland Parish Council 
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Eardisland Quality Craft 

and Produce Fair 

Saturday 21st October 2017 

10am – 4.30pm 

42 quality stalls 
St. Mary’s Church, Eardisland 

Food available from 9am in the village hall 

The Big Breakfast 
until 11am followed by 

tea, coffee and cakes 

Barbeque from 12pm 
Admission just £1 to include a free hot drink. 

Proceeds to Eardisland in Bloom and Eardisland PCC 

 
Can you help? 
 
Volunteers are still required to help throughout the day, including ticket sales 
and refreshments.  

If you can spare just 90 minutes please contact Phil Milchard on 388097 
or email pmilchard@btinternet.com 
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EXHIBITORS 
 

Melissa Rowberry – Unique Jewellery Handmade in Yarpole 

Jenny Shutler – Cutting Edge Jewellery and more 

Annabel Mayall – Cards, Boxes, Fridge Magnets & Decorated Bags 

Timothy Mayall – Metalwork Designs for the Garden 

Marion Butler – Shawls, Scarves & Hats 

Annette Blyth – Painted Boxes & Quilted Items 

Sandra Soanes – Pressed Flower Collage, Pictures & Assorted Gifts 

Mary Bagley – Gemstone Trees, Cushions & Plant Print Notelets 

David Haines – Wood Turner 

Mary O’Grady – Aprons, Cross Stitch & Toys 

Pat Sleeman – Decorated Candles & Giftware 

Lorna Hollom – Felt Decorated Scenes & Cards 

Alan Parker – Polished Items, Mineral Specimens and Sea Glass 

Tracey Edwards – Scented Soya Candles and Melts 

Pam Price – Vintage Decorated Memory Boxes 

Rachel Parker – Quilting 

Caroline Marsden – Needlecraft & Soft Furnishing 

Claudia Petley & Paul Shepherd – Metalsmiths, Bird Sculptures 

Margaret Milchard – Family Trees & more 

Adele Llewellin – Sewn Items and Paintings 

Caroline Bufton – Jewellery, Handbags & Scarves 

Sarah Davies – Eco Soy Essential Candles 

Barbara Scarlett – Art Deco & Victorian Journals 

Barbara Scarlett – Charms, Beaded Gifts & more 

Pam Deem – Embroidered Knitting and Puppets 

Amanda Kitching – Glass Candle Shades, Hanging Decorations & Paw Prints 

Sandra Chivers – Original Oil Paintings 

Michael Chivers - Wood Turner 

Jez King – Bunting, Children & Baby Items 

Mark Jenkins – Animal & Landscape Artwork 

Jono Simpson – Woodcraft 

Lydia Barber – Handstitched Textiles & Pictures 

Alex Atkinson – Original Artwork 

Jane Mathews – Paper Piecing Quilts 

Alan Mathews – Upcycled Lamps 

Jane Keay – Original Artwork in Watercolour & Inks 

Davina Diamond – Handmade Jersey Clothing 

Charlotte Hepburn – Cushions, Tea Towels & Totes 

Mandy Waller – Abstract Art on Canvas 

Linda Fry – Melts, Candles, Burners & Diffusers 

Lerryn Carr – Wooden birdfeeders, Bat Boxes, Bug Hotels & Bee Houses   
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FOOTPATH REPORT FOR PARISH MAGAZINE SEPT 2017 
 

The first of our 
planned Village 
Walks took place 
on Tuesday 15th 
August. We were 
delighted when 27 
people and 5 dogs 
gathered in the car 
park to walk the 
Stanley Hughes 
Memorial Path 
(ED7). Walkers 
came from as far 
afield as Wigmore, 
no doubt 
encouraged by the 

beautiful weather we had that day. A few turned back at the Weir but most 
people continued for a total of 4 miles, which took about two hours of steady 
strolling, with some occasional stile scrambles! 

A big thank you to all participants and we hope you will join us again on 
Saturday 28th October at 2.00 pm when we will meet in the Eardisland car park 
opposite the shop for a shorter walk on the Warren Peter Clowes Memorial Path 
(ED1A, 2 and 3) as far as Burton Lane.  It should take about an hour and is about 
2 miles, some of it over fields, so appropriate footwear will be needed for the 
time of year. As it's a Saturday, we hope as many children as possible will come 
and we thought it would be fun if they wore Hallowe'en costumes, for which 
there will be prizes. Adults are welcome to dress the part too but we can't 
guarantee a prize! Please join us in supporting your local footpaths.  
Do not hesitate to report any comments or concerns you have about the 
footpaths.  We need your feedback so that we can continue to improve the 
Public Rights of Way.  

 
Jo Watson and Sue Wallis  01544388066 

Email: sanddwallis@gmail.com  
 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:sanddwallis@gmail.com
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LOOK OUT, THERE’S AN OTTER ABOUT 
 
For eleven years I had two goldfish in a small out-door pool, and part of my daily 
routine was to go to look at them and feed them when needed. Imagine then my 
upset when last week all that was left were two headless bodies! 

David and I puzzled over what kind of animal could have done this, 
blaming the cats, foxes? But somehow they did not seem the likely culprits, but 
after talking to to “a man that knows” in a pet shop, he asked if I lived near a 
river and that the culprit  was most likely to be an otter! 

It seems that otters were reintroduced into the local rivers last year, and 
I am all for bringing back wildlife to its natural habitat, but just sad that they 
popped into my garden for a snack, and yes we did have a net covering the 
water! 

So be warned fish pond owners, make sure your ponds are otter-proof. 
Good luck! 

Dian  
 
EARDISLAND COMMUNITY SHOP 
 
We hope you have all enjoyed the wonderful supply of summer fruits from 
Tillington’s this year! Many thanks to Chris for coordinating this and to David for 
the wonderful cherries he sourced! 

We now have a new fridge in the entrance hall which will help to keep 
fruit and vegetables in better condition for longer. Our supply from Parry’s will 
continue on a daily basis so please make enquiries at the shop if you have any 
special request and we will do our best to accommodate. 

You may have noticed the new picnic bench located on the rec. This was 
purchased in part with a generous donation from someone who wishes to remain 
anonymous and made up with profits from the shop. A big thank you to the E 
Team for installing it, as well as the customers and volunteers who made this 
possible. 

Talking of which……….. If you can spend just an hour volunteering in the 
shop it would be great, especially with many of our regular volunteers taking 
holidays when the children return to school and they are excused grand 
parenting duties! If you are new to the village, it’s a great way to meet people 
and make friends. There are no set shifts, you just do an hour when you can. 
Training and support is always available and you won’t be left on your own until 
you feel confident. Contact the shop for details. 

Thanks once again for all your support. 
 

The Shop Committee 
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COME FOR A 
 

HALLOWE’EN   WALK 
 

Meet in the car park at 2pm on 
 

SATURDAY 28th OCTOBER 
 

to walk over the fields on the 
 

WARREN PETER CLOWES path 
ED 1A, 2, 3 - taking about an hour 

 
 
 

Children especially welcome. 
Wear a Hallowe’en costume 

and win a prize! 
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What a success the 2017 Eardisland Village Show was! 
58 entrants and 253 separate exhibits - a new record!  
Thank you so much to everyone for their support. 
 
The 'Best in Section' winners this year were as follows: 
 
Cookery - Lynn Evans 
Wine - Kate Thompson 
Floral Art - Elaine Smith 
Craft - Judy Porter-Wise 
Horticulture 1 - Richard Kirby 
Horticulture 2 - Eardisland Children's Allotment 
Photography - Val Holloway 
Art - Kathleen Freeman 
Children (Under 5) - Peter South 
Children (5-10) - Charlie Wilde 
Children (11-15)-  Etienne Woodcock 

 
We look forward to another fantastic show next year - keep your eyes peeled for 
new classes being released soon! 

Jo South (Tividale) 
 
KINGSLAND AND EARDISLAND HOSPICE FRIENDS 
 
On September 7th, we had a coffee morning in Barry and Kathleen's garden and 
were, once again, very fortunate in having no rain and even a little sunshine.  I 
think this must be about the fifteenth consecutive year of holding the event, and 
we have never been rained off. 

Due to unforseen circumstances we were not able to have the planned 
Hospice goods stall, so our takings were considerably reduced.  However, we have 
£137.80 to add to our funds and it was a very enjoyable time. 

We hope to have the Hospice stall at our pre-Christmas coffee morning 
on Friday November 10th which will be held at the Luctonians so Christmas cards 
will be available then along with other seasonable gifts.  Please do support this 
event if you can. 

Our particular thanks go to Barry and Kathleen this year, as they were 
both insistent that the event went ahead as usual, despite it being so close to 
Barry's surgery.  We wish him a good recovery. 
Many thanks to all who supported us. 

Dorothy Brown 
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EARDISLAND W.I.  
 
In July Sarah from "Rachel’s Desserts" gave us an informative talk on the origins 
of ice cream, about the use of Penny Licks which were discovered to spread TB so 
their use was discontinued. Hence, the arrival of the cornet and wafer! She also 
talked about the company and of her family taking over the business. We then 
had the pleasure of tasting several of the ice cream flavours and discussed our 
preferences (mine was the honeycomb one, all available at Rita's Tearooms). 

August was our break and on 11th September we will learn about wine 
tasting from 'Darjeeling Dave' so will report this in the next issue. On 9th October, 
we are having an outing to the Costume Museum in Hereford and 13th 
November sees us enjoying our AGM followed by a fish and chip supper! 

Ladies, please feel free to join us and give WI a go. We have come a long 
way since 'Jam and Jerusalem'! 

Contact Mavis Tantrum (Secretary)  01544 387972 
 
EARDISLAND TWINNING ASSOCIATION 
 
The Twinning Association’s AGM on 31st August 2017 was well attended. The 
Treasurer’s Report noted that the closing balance in the bank was £1003.75 – just 
over £100 up on the closing balance at the 2016 AGM. The Chair emphasised that 
this healthy state of affairs was due firstly to the huge response from the 
community in supporting and helping to organise the six fund-raising events of 
the year: two coffee mornings, two cheese and wine evenings, a pamper evening 
and a local history evening co-organised with the Eardisland History and Heritage 
Group – which netted a total of £1500.00. Secondly, the enormous generosity of 
everybody during the very successful May 10th Anniversary Weekend had 
enabled the entire celebration to be comfortably covered from the funds raised 
during the year, including complimentary pig roasts for the community. 
 A new Twinning logo was agreed by the meeting with grateful thanks to 
Zoe Priday for her design. The Constitution was revised with membership opened 
to all Eardisland parishioners and to interested parties in neighbouring towns and 
villages, to attend any meetings and organised events. There is no subscription 
fee.  
 Plans are advancing for nine Eardisland pupils from Kingsland Primary 
School to visit La Vieille Lyre in November and dates will be discussed before 
Christmas for the biennual Eardisland group visit to La Vieille Lyre in 2018. 
 The Committee for the next year was elected: Chris Bivand, Ruth 
Brinton-Bivand, Elaine Harper, Liz Lever and Alan Pryce. Grateful thanks were 
extended to Barry Freeman and Steph Griffiths who are stepping down.  
 

Ruth Brinton Bivand 
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MORTIMER PRACTICE PATIENT PARTICIPATION GROUP (PPG) 
 

The next PPG meeting is on the 19th September, after this edition of the Paish 
magazine. This information is taken from the August newsletter which may be of 
interest to those of you who do not regularly visit the Practice.  
 2017 Flu clinics will be held between 9-12 on the following dates: 
 

Kingsland 30th September 
Orleton 30th September 

Leintwardine 14th October. 
 

Everyone who is eligible will receive a letter inviting them to attend one 
of the sessions. 

The Practice have been asked to stop accepting emailed prescriptions. If 
anyone is unable to use the EMIS online ordering prescribing system, please 
consider when collecting medication from the dispensary completing the re order 
prescription in the medication bag and leave with the dispensing staff and it will 
automatically be prepared for the following month. 

Dr Dales returns from his sabbatical in September and Dr Andrea 
Williams will be taking up a new post at Westfield Walk surgery Leominster.  
The Practice wants to remind people that they cannot see patients who walk into 
the surgery without an appointment. All surgeries are by appointment only and 
are run at specific times to allow for home visits. 

Diane Lee 
 01544 387685 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

SHARE A CARE 
 

Fancy a cup of free tea or coffee 
and cake! 

 
Then why not join us on the last 

Thursday in each month 
 

 in the village hall from 2.30pm 
 

Everyone is welcome! 
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VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE REPORT – SEPTEMBER 2017 
 
Most of our activity over the last few weeks has been concerned with preparing 
for the imminent toilet block refurbishment (commencing late October), with 
consolidating the response to the recent consultation process (a summary will 
shortly be available on the Community Website) and with planning the way 
forward.   
 By the time you are reading this Steph Griffiths will have stepped down 
as bookings manager and her role taken on by Tony Phillips (see website for 
booking details).  Steph has had the toughest job of all of the committee, 
handling bookings with all the associated paperwork and 'customer liaison', 
organising the housekeeping and generally making sure that things function.  
We'd like to offer her a huge thank you and also to Tony for stepping up to take 
over. 

The hall is being well used, but there are lots of vacant slots in the 
afternoons and evenings, so if you are looking for an inexpensive venue for a 
meeting or just a get together, please do get in touch with Tony.  We are 
planning to run some social evenings over the winter months, so keep an eye out 
for these on the website and in future issues of the magazine.  If you have an 
idea for such an event or would like to help please, please get in touch with us. 

It hasn't all been hard grind recently – the Duck Races on the Millstream, 
ably organised by Kate and Edwin Thompson (with lots of press-ganged 
'volunteers'!) was great fun, blessed with sunshine and raising just over £300 for 
Hall Funds.  I have rather rashly mentioned new paint!  Many thanks to all who 
helped and all who attended and contributed so generously.  The Hall also 
provided a venue for the Village Craft and Produce Show which was beautifully 
presented by the organisers and with some spectacular entries.  It's good to see 
that the classes are designed to become more and more accessible to those who 
would just like to 'have a go' as well as the dedicated crafters and gardeners. 
 When the next magazine comes out work on the toilets should be nearly 
completed – no more freezing walls and wobbly loos!  We'll miss the charm of 
the old brick, but not the nightmare of trying to keep it hygienic. 
 

Caroline Marsden 
 
NEW YEAR’S EVE WITH OUR FAVOURITE PHIL THE DISCO AT THE VILLAGE HALL 
 
This highly popular event will be running again to welcome in 2018.  Entry by 
advance ticket only because of limited space, so look out for more information in 
the next Magazine and on the Website later in the year! 
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WINTER WINE TASTING 

 
Please join us for a light-hearted wine tasting event at St Mary’s Church! 

 

 

Enjoy a range of quality Spanish wines and sherries,  

complemented by delicious cheeses, meats, olives and bread. 

 

Ticket price: £10 per adult, including all food and (generous!) wine 

samples 

Please buy your tickets in advance from the shop or contact Hannah 

Vernon on 01568 709518. 

 

Friday, November 24th at 7pm 
 

                  Raffle – Music – Bar  
 

 

 

 

All funds will go towards our project to install a toilet and small kitchen in 

the church. 

 
 

HARVEST FESTIVAL AND SUPPER 
FRIDAY 13TH OCTOBER 

 
Please join us at St Mary’s Church for our traditional 
harvest festival and supper! The service begins at 
7pm and will be followed by food at 8pm. Please feel 
free to join us for the supper only – we would love 
to welcome as many villagers as possible to 
celebrate this lovely time of year! 

This year we are issuing tickets, so that we 
know in advance the number of people to cater for.  These cost £5*, and include 
a hearty hot meal, a choice of delicious puddings and tea or coffee. There will 
also be a licensed bar selling wines and soft drinks. 

For further details or to book tickets, please phone Hannah (01568 
709518) or Beryl (01544 388131). 

*The ticket charge will cover the cost of the food. Any additional funds will go 
towards our project to install a toilet and kitchen in the church. (So that next year, we 
won’t have to worry about lugging hot plates and flasks around!) 
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SERVICES AT CHURCH OF ST MARY THE VIRGIN, EARDISLAND 
 
Priest-in-Charge:  Rev. Julie Read. The Rectory, Kingsland. 
    07826 194400, rev.julie@btinternet.com 
    01568 708255 
Churchwardens   Beryl Hoda. Arrow Lawn, Eardisland. 
      01544 388131 
                                                Dian Cope. Downome, Eardisland. 
                                                 01544 388317 
   
Lay Co-Chair:                      Richard Kirby  01544 388810  
Treasurer:         Mike Coleburn  01544 388486 
Organist:           Annette Blyth 01544 388241 
PCC Secretary:   Liz Lever  01544 388157 
 

 

Sunday 24th September 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

 

Sunday 1st October 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

 

Sunday 8th October 

9.30 am Morning Prayer Eardisland 

 

Friday 13th October 

7 pm  Harvest Service followed by 
Supper 

Please see notice in 
Parish Magazine 
regarding tickets 

 

Sunday 15th October 

10.30 am Benefice Holy Communion 
celebrating the 500th 
Anniversary of the Reformation 
with visiting Lutheran preacher 
Brigitte Malik 

Eardisland 

 

Sunday 22nd October 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

mailto:rev.julie@btinternet.com
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Sunday 29th October 

10.30 am Benefice Holy Communion 
for All Saints with prayers to 
remember loved ones who 
have died 

Kingsland 
 

 

Sunday 5th November 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

 

Sunday 12th November 

10.45 am Remembrance Sunday Service  
followed by Holy Communion 

Eardisland 
Please meet at the War 
Memorial at 10.45 am 

 
FROM REV. JULIE READ 
 

Much to give thanks for – to Dian Cope for organising the 
Wedding Dress Exhibition in Church over the bank holiday 
weekend. For those who lent the dresses a time to remember 
and for those who visited to look at different styles and 
remember their own journeys. £600 was raised towards the 
project to put in a kitchen and loo in the church. Thank you to 
all who participated. 

We lamented with the family of Jonathan Grundy as he was taken from 
them all too suddenly and leaving an immense gap. A big figure in this village and 
we send our heartfelt love to his friends and family. As always at these times it is 
a time for each of us to look at our own lives and make sure we live each day and 
that those important things in life are not put off.  

It is the end of the Summer Safari services which served to give a variety 
of worship and a chance to get together across the group. Thank you to those 
who travelled and mixed and normal service now resumes in church. I had a 
reprieve from the operation I was to face, which means that that I still have it to 
face and there might be a few other faces up front for a while.  

Harvest falls on Friday 13th October at 7pm in Church and Nick Read one 
of the borderlands agricultural chaplains (and my husband) will be taking the 
service and there will be supper in church following the service. Come and give 
thanks to God for the harvest, the farming community and our food on the table.  

We have remembered many anniversaries to do with the first world war 
in the last few years, but one of the major shifts in the church – that of the 
reformation and the split from the status quo to a newly formed protestant 
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church and separating from what became the Roman Catholic Church is being 
marked and remembered this Autumn as Martin Luther produced his 95 theses 
500 years ago this Autumn. The diocese of Hereford has a link with the Lutheran 
Church in Germany and one of its ministers Brigette Malik is going to come to 
Eardisland on Sunday 15th October at 10.30am and preach for us as we mark that 
anniversary. It will be a service to invite others to and will be the only service in 
our group of parishes on that Sunday.  

The group on Tuesday mornings continues to meet for prayer and study, 
and if you would like to come along either once or regularly you will find a warm 
welcome. 9am in church and 9.45 at Dian Cope’s.  

The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it – says the psalmist. Whether 
you are on top of the world or deep in the depths of life I believe that you are not 
alone. God is with you and will never let you go. Reach out your hand and you 
may find more than you bargained for. Abundant life for all is what Jesus said he 
had come to bring. May that be what we find and share. 
 
WEDDING DRESSES 
 
I would like to thank all those ladies who kindly allowed me to put their wedding 
dresses on display, our Church looked really lovely. 

There are several people that I would like to say a personal thank you to: 
Jo Edwards for her wonderful flower display over the pulpit; Anne Barber, for her  
stunning arrangement at the altar and Mavis Tantrum, for the colourful display in 
the Church porch. A big thank you goes to Susie of Tutti Decors for her time as 
she decorated the inside the Church with a wonderful display of silk flowers, 
garlands, candles and all manner of table decorations. 

All the dresses were lovely, including the woolly jumper worn on a cold 
day in Gretna Green, many photographs and albums, which caused some 
surprised comments! We all looked so much younger and so THIN! 

Thank you also to the ladies who loaned me the use of their models, the 
scone makers, raffle ticket sellers, the tea ladies and to my husband, David, for  
all the hard work behind the scenes - plus the playlist of songs  to accompany the 
several eras represented in the dresses. 

To everyone who came to support us thank you, your donations for the 
Church are very much appreciated.  

A special thank you to Avis, l think we must have walked miles dressing 
the models and for your help with the photo board, and to Annette for all the 
lovely name cards she wrote, Wendy Cross who redecorated my daughter 
Sophie’s 15 year old Wedding Cake. It looked amazing, thank you. Once again a 
big thank you from me to all of you. 

Dian x 
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 TREE WARDEN NEWS 
 

The Woodland Trust has a subsidised scheme where it 
provides trees, plus stakes and protection, to encourage 
the creation of new woods and hedgerows.  The trees can 
be for individuals or for communities. 

Keith and I are taking advantage of this scheme to 
plant up part of a field behind our house in Lower 
Hardwick. We are also planning to bring a stream, that 
was piped underground about forty years ago, back above 

ground to make a wetland area with small ponds. 
The Herefordshire Tree Warden Network will be holding a training day on tree 
planting in the field once the trees have arrived probably in October or 
November.  If anyone from the parish would like to come along to the training or 
would like to come and see what is happening at any time please give me a ring 
or email.  The same applies if you are interested in being part of a community 
submission to the Woodland trust. 01544 388840 or dpalmer5k@hotmail.com  

Di Palmer 
 

 

AN EVENING OF  

 

NORTHERN SOUL 

 

with Alan Holloway 

At 

 

Eardisland Bowling Club 

On 

Saturday 30th September 

 

At 7.30pm 

Entry £5.00 each 

(Cheese & Biscuits included) 
 

mailto:dpalmer5k@hotmail.com
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EARDISLAND IN BLOOM 
 

It has certainly been a busy couple of 
months for the E Team! By the time 
you read these notes we’re hoping the 
pathway project, giving easier and 
safer access to the millstream area, 
should be almost complete.  
  The team has also sited a 
new picnic bench on the recreation 
ground, close to the zip wire. A special 
mention goes to Peter Atkinson who 
generously donated the previously 
used hardwood to create its base and 
to Tony Phillips for building it. 

The bench was bought by the 
community shop, with In Bloom 

footing the cost towards some of the materials. It’s good to know the bench has 
already been put to good use by several families. Likewise, the pathway is a joint 
initiative with the community shop, the dovecote trustees and In Bloom, with the 
shop contributing £250 towards the cost and In Bloom spending a similar sum.  

Apart from routine gardening work the team has been busy tidying up 
the AA box garden, following many years of devoted attention by Jenny and John 
Gittoes. We’ve also cleared the weeds which were growing around the front and 
side of The Cross public house. 

Some of you may have paid a visit to the new garden at the bottom end 
of the grassed area to the rear of the dovecote. The area has been planted, is 
starting to mature and is now a peaceful and relaxing place and well worth a visit. 
We have christened it, ‘Peter’s Glen’, named after Peter Glenn, a long-term 
resident of this parish, who loved tending his roses and was a great servant to 
the village. The rose on the right side of the trellis is also dedicated to him. Watch 
out for wildflower bulbs bursting forth in Spring ’18. 

Finally, please don’t forget to note the Craft Fair date in your diary. 
We’ve spent a considerable amount of money this year on various projects and 
need to top up our funds, as indeed does the church which costs so much to keep 
going each year. 
 

Phil Milchard  Chris Watson  Wendy Cross 
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A RAMBLE THROUGH TIME IN THE PARISH OF EARDISLAND 
 
Towards the end of our last ramble we had a brief glimpse of a member of the 
Holder family, William, signing as Apprisor of the Inventory of the goods of 
Thomas Trumper deceased, late in the year 1679. Attempts to find William again 
in 1679, to establish more about him, where exactly he lived, his circumstances 
etc. have not been undertaken. However, an overview of my various 
accumulated records of Eardisland show that a ramble back to the 14th century 
may well lead us to an encounter with a man of this surname.  
       Our route is to the south from the centre of the village, towards the lands of 
the manor of Burton.  
       Roughly described, these lands stretched from the Barr (not far south of 
Golden Cross on the minor road, B4457, down to Stretford Bridge) thence NE to 
include Grove House Farm, then N up the parish boundary (the line of the Roman 
road a little W of the present-day A4110) then not far N of Rhydimore Farm, 
sharp left, towards the W; across Burton Lane about 100 yards N of Home Farm; 
then slightly SW, across the A44 just E of Ding Hill, and along the hedge on the 
left diagonally away from the A44 until the lane from Legion Cross to the 
Hardwicks is reached. Continued towards Barewood until the Hennings is 
reached where the manor boundary turned left (S) down Green Lane to Lower 
Hardwick; then up the Prile, a small watercourse still to be seen on an OS Map, to 
and including a small part of Barewood, up to Barrow and then back towards the 
NE to Luntley Brook/Tippets Brook. It then followed the brook along below 
Bidney, past Burton Mill then, soon after the brook turns quite sharply to the S, 
the boundary leaves it in an easterly direction; crosses the main road just NE of 
Perryditch Farm, and so back across the fields to the Barr, our starting point. 
       Please note that throughout this description of the boundary of the manor of 
Burton, the directions included are indicative rather than accurate. 
       But where within the manor of Burton, and at what date, should we be 
seeking an ancestor of William Holder, one of the Apprisors of that Inventory in 
1679? 
       Great Court was held at Burton on Friday in the Feast of St. Ethelbert King, 10 
Edward III. This was 20th May 1336. 
       One of the twelve jurors was Adam le Holdare, but there is nothing to 
suggest where within the manor he lived. 
       Two courts later, 1st May 1337, he again was a juror, but, as before, no 
further information as to where he lived. 
       Between 1337 and 1379 the Holder family are mentioned 37 times, initially 
as jurors, later predominantly in trouble with the lord of the manor for not 
maintaining their houses. 
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       This overview of the Court Rolls of Burton, a brief attempt to discover where 
within the manor of Burton the Holder family lived, has, at the year 1379 reached 
a junction of two pathways of time. 
       The one along which we have been rambling has led us to encounter, albeit 
very briefly and with but a clouded impression of the circumstances and 
conditions in which they were living, many other inhabitants of the manor of 
Burton. 
       But we will now take a different path. It is signposted Poll Tax - Erslone, 
Berton. All of my information about it comes from FENWICK, Carolyn C. (Ed). The 
Poll Taxes of 1377, 1379 and 1381. OUP (for The British Academy). 1998. 
       In her Introduction, under a sub-heading The Poll Taxes she says Experiments 
in taxation began with the parish tax of 1371, which charged 116s on the parish 
rather than the traditional taxation areas. The poll taxes were intended to shift 
the basis of taxation to the individual rather than property. 
       The tax of 1377 was in all senses a poll tax, being levied at a flat rate per 
capita. But by 1379 the idea that taxes should be charged according to the 
individual’s resources had re-emerged; the commissions of that year were 
required to assess and tax everyone according to his estate and degree and 
according to his property, lands, rents, possessions, goods and chattels. 
       She then includes a detailed paragraph about the Grant of 1377, but this 
need not be explored because it is the Grant of 1379 for which she later sets out 
full detail of names of the persons here who were subject to the tax, and how 
much they were assessed to pay. 
       Of the Grant of 1379 she says:  
       The second poll tax was probably granted in the closing days of the 
parliament which sat from 27th April to 27th May 1379. The terms of the grant 
were: 
       all lay married and single men and single women of sixteen years and over, 
shall pay (amounts quoted) except for genuine paupers, and the sums should be 
paid into the Exchequer (dates specified). 
       It is in this context that the names of those assessed here in Eardisland, and 
the amounts they were to pay, should be considered.        

TO BE CONTINUED. 
 

George Alderson 
gwawestwayes@btinternet.com  

 

 
 

 
  

mailto:gwawestwayes@btinternet.com
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NOTES AND QUERIES 

 
     Glacial moraine under the Great Hall of Burton Court: Initially it was thought 
that there was an unusual ‘rubble wall’ visible in one cellar beneath the Great 
Hall. This was found to be 2m wide by 2.20m high, very compacted material and 
the source of much debate. It was suggested, for example, that it may have been 
debris from a time when the cellars were being dug in the distant past. We were 
unable to decide its origin with certainty. However, we later invited a geologist 
from University of Worcester to inspect it. His conclusion was that the wall of 
‘rubble’ was actually the material on which the Great Hall had been built and 
outdated absolutely everything around it, since it was actually glacial moraine 
debris. This dated back between 12,000 and 10,000 years, and formed the 
mound on which Burton Court had been built.  
     The early periods of habitation in Eardisland: Evidence from our excavations 
in various parts of the parish suggests that the earliest habitation here dates 
from Neolithic times (with evidence from worked flints). There was a later 
presence of people in the Bronze Age. A dagger or ‘Dirk’ was found in the 
environs of Burton Court and dated by experts to between 1400 and 1140 BC (ie: 
it was over 3,000 years old). This is now on display in Hereford Museum, 
designated by archaeologists in their literature as ‘The Eardisland Dirk’. We know 
also that there were people here in the Iron Age, as revealed by our pottery finds 
dating to 800BC. The Romans, too, were certainly in Eardisland. Again, pottery-  
dating from 1st-4th Century AD has been found in our excavations and added to 
our archive. We have also unearthed a large amount of material relating to the 
presence of the Normans. 
     The Norman pottery: The extensive amount of Norman pottery found in an 
excavation behind Burton Court (over 2000 sherds) raised some queries. The 
experts confirmed they were from handmade unglazed medieval cooking pots 
largely dating from between the late 11th c to late 12th c. No pieces were found to 
have been made after mid-13th c. They showed evidence of scaling, from boiling 
water to leave lime-scale on the inside of the pot and sooting on the outside 
from fire. One piece was unusual in that the sooting was on the inside of the pot, 
thus identifying it as a sherd from a ‘curfew’. This was an object placed over a fire 
to extinguish it when at a time in the evening according to law fires had to be put 
out. The assemblage of pottery has proved to be very important and has since 
been recorded on the National Data Base of the Portable Antiquities Scheme (the 
organisation which records all datable archaeological and historical finds in 

Following the talk given by the Eardisland History & Heritage Group in April we 
have received a number of questions arising from details presented. We have 
been asked to clarify some issues we raised. 
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Britain). Our assemblage is the largest collection of pottery sherds of that type 
and date ever to be found in Herefordshire. The clay used to make these pots can 
be identified microscopically by experts to show where they were made and so 
have thrown light on the trading routes to and from Eardisland at these times. 
The types in our assemblage were mainly Mediaeval Severn Valley wares from 
producers in Worcester and Malvern areas. Some Cotswold wares from the 
Gloucester area and possibly some from Lincolnshire were also uncovered. The 
significant trade with Worcester rather than Hereford or Wales is probably 
related to the fact that Leominster Priory had special trading links with Worcester 
which in turn influenced trade in the Eardisland area. The expert who first 
examined the finds said that they were in good condition, judging from the 
relatively large size of some sherds and their unabraded state. He said that the 
presence of Cotswold ware is indicative of mid-11th to mid-12thC  for some 
activity on the site and these pieces were  particularly exciting finds as they have  
rarely been seen in a rural context. He added that the assemblage was a 
remarkable one and important. Significantly, no pottery after this date was found 
on this site. Since the Court Rolls of Burton Court do not begin until c.1331 it was 
suggested by these sherds that there was habitation on or near the site from the 
time of the arrival of the Normans in this area after about 1070 (although there is 
no clear documentary evidence for this). Also uncovered was a rare Norman 
gaming counter. This is the first found in Herefordshire although more common 
in London. Together with other finds it indicated a site of high status. 
     The mound in Monks Court: A local archaeologist has said that its exact use is 
something of a mystery. In correspondence, he wrote “I presume that the name 
refers to association with a monastic house – either Limebrook Priory or Wigmore 
Abbey. It is the right size and shape for a Motte but it is unusual to have two 
mottes so close together. The monument is well preserved and is a scheduled 
Ancient Monument as such it is protected from any form of ground disturbance 
including metal detecting..” It is conjectured that Monks Court may have been 
the monks’ administration centre of the Lyre ‘operation’ here in Eardisland. 
     The moat and motte in the village centre: It is apparent that there is a long 
history associated with this motte, but little hard evidence of what existed on the 
top and there has been no specific dating evidence. On the occasion of the visit 
by members of the history group no digging was allowed. Nothing seems to have 
been there which has been recorded in comparatively recent times. Most of the 
evidence comes from 16th-17th C deeds and passing references by historians of 
Herefordshire. It may be that the view that it has Saxon origins (perhaps 7th- 9th 
centuries) derives from the comments of the Rev. Joseph Barker (vicar of 
Eardisland 1864-1901) who took a great interest in local history and was a 
member of the then recently formed Woolhope Club (1852). In one of his articles 
he says “I rather conceive this moated mound to have been the site of a Saxon 
habitation, or stronghold....…” [Barker, Rev. J ‘Eardisland its Church and 
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Antiquities’.] This view was repeated in a Woolhope Field Club (WFC) paper in 
1936, where it is stated “earthworks were dug at Kingsland & Eardisland (the 
castle & the moat) & a dike was made across the lowland of the Arrow valley…”  
Lord Rennell of Rodd (another local 20th century historian) suggests that “the 
house of the lord.......was either at the moated mound or on the higher ground at 
Burton…” [Reeves ‘Leon Valley’ page 129] This view has tended to become the 
locally accepted one, that it was a Saxon stronghold, prior to the Norman 
Conquest.  In 1934 the Royal Commission on Historical Monuments (RCHM) 
described the ‘Moated Mound’: “40 yds North of the church, it is about 49 yards 
in diameter at the base and rises some 16 ft. above the moat level. A causeway 
crosses the moat on the N.W”. [Vol. 3, page 47]. It is likely that the figures quoted 
were obtained by surveyors since the RCHM was a reliable study of all the 
important properties and sites in the parish. Although the history of the motte 
has never been finally settled, it is apparent that contemporary historians are 
clear that a building requiring defence once stood on it. Whether this was 
constructed of stone or was a wooden palisade, is unclear, even the exact 
dimensions have never been established. Whilst its origins are uncertain, it 
remains an important feature of our local community, still open to much 
speculation and potentially of great significance for the history of Eardisland. 
     Tithes paid to La Vieille Lyre: A tithe is a one-tenth part of something, paid as 
a contribution to a religious organization (either as goods, crops, animals, timber 
etc or as a financial sum). The right to receive tithes was granted to the English 
churches by King Ethelwulf in 9th c. The tithes paid to Lyre arose when a Norman 
Lord   Fitz Osbern who was a near relative and the closest friend of William the 
Conqueror, was given the Earldom of Hereford after the battle of Hastings. At 
some date between 1067 and his death in a skirmish in Flanders in 1071, 
FitzOsbern gave the church at Eardisland to Lyre Abbey in Normandy. This 
enabled the vicars to be subsequently endowed by this Abbey which was paid for 
from the tithes sent from Eardisland (and other villages). This was ended in 1415 
by Henry V. The Dissolution of the Monasteries in 16th c. led to the transfer of 
many rights to tithes to non-religious bodies and the Crown. The system 
gradually ended with the Tithe Commutation Act 1836, which replaced them with 
rent charges. These Rent charges were abolished under the Tithe Act 1936 and 
finally by the Tithe Act 1951  
    The Parish Tithe barns: These were large buildings used to contain the goods 
(crops, timber etc) the value of which was assessed by way of payment. In 
Eardisland we had a Tithe barn (possibly two) close to the mound in Monks 
Court. One is marked on the Tithe map. The vicar, Joseph Barker who lived in the 
Staick House in 1864, reported that he spoke to a lady in 1892 about the 
Eardisland Feast which was held in and around the Tithe barn. He discovered that 
the feast was held annually on the first Sunday after 26th August. The lady told 
him that there was a performing group which acted in the Tithe Barn for 5 nights. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ethelwulf_of_Wessex
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dissolution_of_the_Monasteries
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Crown
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tithe_Commutation_Act_1836
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Tithe_Act_1936&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Tithe_Act_1951&action=edit&redlink=1
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In a caravan by the Court House was a glass blower. In another caravan was a 
bizarre exhibit described as ‘Queen Charlotte lying in state’. There were, it 
seems, according to this lady, stalls for selling cakes and fruit under the yew trees 
in the church yard. The Feast was kept going for a week and there was a skittle 
alley and music and dancing in the Inns. It is not certain when this feast came to 
an end. 
     Tithe maps:  Only areas that paid tithes were surveyed in the 1830s. The maps 
showed the boundaries of the numbered parcels and position of buildings, roads 
and streams to indicate the boundaries of tithe areas. The apportionments follow 
a set pattern with a preamble stating the tithe owners, statistics of an area 
exempt from tithes and a table naming the tithe owners, occupiers, name and 
description of land and premises and payment due.  Three copies were made, 
one for the Tithe Commissioners, one for the Diocesan Registry and a third copy 
for the parish. The one held in the Record Office in Hereford is the Diocesan 
copy. The parish copy has disappeared. Since the maps give details of the 
ownership of land, the field names, and the use to which they were put, they 
have become an invaluable source of data showing changes which have occurred 
over time. It is possible to trace lost buildings, roadways, and changes in field 
shapes and sizes by examining the map. 
     Village soldiers: Arising from the article in the last edition of this magazine 
outlining the story of the Davies family of Lower Burton Farm, and the three 
brothers who fought in the 1st World War, a photograph has been found which 
says on the back: “This is a mate of mine from Pembrige (sic). The question 
arises, is this photograph of someone on our War Memorial, or perhaps the 
Pembridge Memorial? Indeed, the man may have survived the war. He is 
identified as being a private in the Kings Shropshire Light Infantry, wearing a 
uniform of the First World War period. 
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If anyone can suggest who he might be please let me know. Any information will 
be of assistance to Hugh Vernon and Graham Madeley in their Memorial Walks 
project. 
     Other issues arising from our talk and our work will be discussed in future 
editions of this magazine. 

Paul Selfe, paul.selfe@btinternet.com  
 
 
EARDISLAND WEATHER REPORT 
 

The weather for July remained sunny with temperatures 
ranging from 15C to 30C. The total rainfall for the month 
was 62mm (2.4 inches) with over half falling in just two 
days and no rain for twenty-three days. The barometer 
readings were 29.3 to 29.72 and the river running 
between three to four inches. 

The weather for August was again sunny with 
temperatures ranging from 16C to 30C. The total rainfall 

for the month was 73 mm (2.87 inches) the remnants of hurricane Gert 
depositing 29 mm (1.14 inches) of this. The barometer readings were 29.4 to 
29.75 with the river running between five to six inches. 

The equivalent rainfall for July 2016 was 18mm (0.7 inches) and August 
66 mm (2.6 inches). 

Nature-wise, we have seen a large hedgehog for the first time in a 
number of years. Bull finches have been feeding on seed heads and the 
kingfishers have been showing themselves more regularly. Still no fly catchers 
this year and a lack of green finches too. 
 

Doug Tantrum reporting from Kingfisher House 
 
PUNS 
 
1. The fattest knight at King Arthur's round table was Sir Cumference. He 

acquired his size from too much pi. 
2. A rubber-band pistol was confiscated from an algebra class, because it was a 

weapon of maths disruption. 
3. Two silk worms had a race. They ended up in a tie. 
4. A hole has been found in the nudist camp wall. The police are looking into it. 
5. Atheism is a non-prophet organisation. 
6. If you jumped off the bridge in Paris you'd be in Seine. 
  

mailto:paul.selfe@btinternet.com
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SCULPTURE SHOW 

 
On October 1 – 22, 2017, the stunning gardens at Newport House at Almeley 
open to the public and “Out Of Nature” presents its 3rd sculpture show.  
  With over 40 artists and 300 pieces from all over the UK, Out Of Nature 
is one of the largest sculpture shows in the country in scale and in quality of 
artists represented. 

All works are for sale – profits from the 20% commission, ticket sales 
and other sales at “Out Of Nature” go to the Herefordshire-based charity, The 
Cart Shed to support its ongoing work. Charity number 1167802. 
  Opening times: 10.30-17.30; Entrance is £5.00, children under 18 and 
students free; food made from produce from the organic kitchen garden served 
all day, as well as drinks.  

Buggy rides available for people with mobility issues. 
  
 Full details about the event, and also the Preview Show on 30 September, are 
available via www.outofnature.org.uk  

 
ST MICHAEL'S HOSPICE NEIGHBOURS 
 
St Michael's Hospice Neighbours is a group of volunteers who offer support and 
companionship to people and their families living with a terminal illness. 
  
How can you help? 
 
Becoming a Hospice Neighbour means you can make a difference to a patient or 
their carers quality of life by helping with little things, like providing company, 
collecting prescriptions, taking their dog for a walk or a bit of light shopping. 
  
This role of a Hospice Neighbour would suit anyone with a few spare hours each 
week or fortnight. 
  
Having previous experience of care is not essential, and you are not required to 
provide personal care. Hospice Neighbours need access to their own transport 
(mileage paid by St Michael’s Hospice) and undertake an enhanced DBS check. 
  
Training will be provided on the following dates between 6.00pm and 8.30pm: 
12th, 19th, 26th September and 3rd, 10th, 17th and 31st October. 
For more information, please contact the Hospice Coordination Hub 
on 01432 852 080 or email hhhub@smhospicehereford.org   
  

http://www.outofnature.org.uk/
mailto:hhhub@smhospicehereford.org
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OPEN GARDENS (SPONSORED BY RADBOURNES) 
  

Gardens grow community spirit 
 
Getting together to open some of the most delightful gardens in your area is an 
excellent way to bring your community closer together. 
 
Christine Lenton said, ‘Llangrove Open Gardens was a really memorable day for 
our village, especially as it was our first time for St Michael’s Hospice. It was 
enjoyed by everyone who opened their garden and by all the many visitors. It 
brought our already close-knit community even closer. We were thrilled to raise 
nearly £2,000.’ 

To find out more about holding a Community Open Gardens event, 
please call the Community Events Team on 01432 851000 or 
email events@smhospicehereford.org or www.st-michaels-hospice.org.uk  
  
OPEN YOUR GARDEN IN 2018  
 
Opening your garden for St Michael’s Hospice can be a very rewarding and 
valuable experience for you, your visitors and the patients and families that 
need our services. 
 
If you have a garden that you feel is worth visiting, please contact St Michael’s 
Hospice Community Fundraising Team. 
To find out more, please call us on 01432 851 000  
or email events@smhospicehereford.org or www.st-michaels-hospice.org.uk  
 
  

mailto:events@smhospicehereford.org
http://www.st-michaels-hospice.org.uk/
mailto:events@smhospicehereford.org
http://www.st-michaels-hospice.org.uk/
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This edition of the Eardisland Parish Magazine was printed by 
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© Published and copyright: Eardisland Parish Council 2017 

 
Views expressed are those of individual contributors and not necessarily those of 

Eardisland Parish Council. The Eardisland Parish Magazine is published by Eardisland 
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