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EDITORIAL 
 

Welcome to the first edition of 2018. Barry Freeman has contributed his 
usual, very thorough, summary of the parish events for 2017, so I won’t make 
any further comment, except to express our collective condolences to the friends 
and families of those who died in that year. 

You may know that over the Christmas period, the newly renovated 
Ruscote, the thatched property opposite Green Elms, caught fire. The fire was 
reported promptly, and the emergency serves attended very quickly, limiting the 
main fire to the ground floor, but with extensive smoke damage to the first floor 
– the relatively new thatch was unharmed. Luckily, the owners, Ronnie and 
Susan, were away at the time. I say ‘luckily’ because if they had been sleeping 
they may no longer be with us. I’m told that the repair work will take some six 
months. I’m sure we will rally round to help in whatever ways we can. 

For only the second time as Editor, I shall be unavailable to put the 
magazine together in March. However, the ever-reliable Ben Woodcock has 
agreed to undertake this onerous task. Please send any copy that you have to: 
ben@eardisland.org.uk,  01544 388976 well before the copy date, Friday 2nd 
March. I shall be back in the Editor’s chair for the following edition in May. 
 Finally, you should find the revised and updated ‘Who’s Who and 
Organisations’ with this magazine – if you don’t, please contact me immediately. 
Please keep this safe, a surprising amount of work is involved in its compilation 
and updating as a useful reference guide. I thank Patricia Gill for all her time 
spent on its completion. 

Chris Bivand 



3 
 

EARDISLAND PARISH DIARY 
 

2018  

Saturday 27th January Snail Races, page 12 

Tuesday 13th February Hospice Lunch, p.16 

Thursday 15th February Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Saturday 24th February Soup and Pud, page 13 

Friday 2rd March Magazine Copy Date 

Thursday 15th March Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Friday 16th March Magazine probable distribution date 

Sunday 18th March Model Trains Day, p.21 

Sunday 24th March Litter Pick, p.26 

Saturday 7th April Wine and Cheese, p.14 

Saturday 14th April Eardisland Bowls Club Opening 

Thursday 26th April Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Friday 4th May Magazine Copy Date 

Saturday 12th May Plant Sale, p.26 

Friday 18th May Magazine probable distribution date 

Thursday 24th May Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

SatTues 26/29th May Twinning Association visit to France, p.15 

Thursday 21st June Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Friday 6th July Magazine Copy Date 

Thursday 19th July Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Friday 20th July Magazine probable distribution date 

Saturday 1st September Eardisland Village Show, p.6 

Thursday 6th September Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Friday 7th September Magazine Copy Date 

Saturday 13th October Craft Fair, p.26 

Friday 21st September Magazine probable distribution date 

Thursday 25th October Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Friday 2nd November Magazine Copy Date 

Friday 16th November Magazine probable distribution date 

Thursday 22nd November Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

 
Regularly: 
 
Share a Care – last Thursday of the month 
 
Craft Socialites – 3rd Friday in month, page 20 
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THE ANNUAL REVIEW compiled by Barry Freeman 

 
THE AIM OF THIS REVIEW is, as always, two-fold: to provide an annual 
stocktaking of our progress and achievements as a community and to give a clear 
picture of life in the early years of the 21st century for future historians. 
 
THE MAIN EVENTS OF 2017 
20 Jan  Pamper Evening : Eardisland Twinning Association (ETA) 
18 Mar  Coffee Morning : ETA 
25 Mar  10th Anniversary Concert : Eardisland Village Band 
3 Apr  Bingo Evening : Eardisland Bowling Club 
8 Apr  Charity Coffee Morning : Women’s Institute 
8 Apr  Charity Music Evening : Alan Holloway and Paul Grainger 
28 Apr  Village History Evening : ETA and History and Heritage Group 
30 Apr  French Wine and Cheese evening : ETA 
13 May  Annual Plant Sale : Eardisland in Bloom (EIB) 
26-29 May 10th Anniversary visit of French guests from La Vieille Lyre (ETA) 
3 Jun  Memorial Walks Inaugural Meeting : Co-ordination Committee 
10-11 Jun Open Gardens Weekend : Parochial church Council (PCC) 
15 Aug  First Memorial Walk : Co-ordinating Committee 
26-28 Aug Wedding Dress Exhibition : Dian Cope for PCC 
27 Aug  Duck Races on Millstream (VHC) 
2 Sep  Annual Village Show : Show Committee 
7 Sep  Coffee Morning at Holmlea : Hospice Friends Group 
30 Sep  Northern Soul Music Evening : Alan Holloway 
13 Oct  Harvest Festival and Supper : PCC 
21 Oct  Quality Craft and Produce Fair : EIB and PCC 
28 Oct  Halloween Walk : Footpath Officers 
10 Nov  Coffee Morning at Luctonians : Hospice Friends Group 
24 Nov  Winter Wine Tasting : PCC 
17 Dec  Annual Carol Service : PCC 
24-25 Dec Christmas Services : PCC 
31 Dec  New Year’s Eve Party : VHC 
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SOME HIGHLIGHTS OF THE YEAR 
 
• Eardisland Memorial Walks.   A truly unique project which will be of permanent 
benefit to all residents and visitors interested in walking our footpaths, and a 
lasting tribute to local men who died defending the land through which these 
footpaths take us.  Organised by a co-ordination team who secured a significant 
grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund, augmented by funds from our Community 
Shop, work will continue throughout 2018 up to Armistice Day. 
 
• Eardisland In Bloom.    Every year from early Spring to late Autumn, the intrepid 
members of the E-Team can be seen out working on Thursday mornings working 
in public areas throughout the village.  Particularly outstanding during 2017 has 
been the provision of a new path providing safe access to the waterside garden 
along the millstream.  Added to this are beautiful Spring and Summer floral 
displays, innumerable planters and a number of new and renovated public 
benches all enhancing the environment.  Like the work on the footpaths, these all 
benefit residents and visitors alike. 
 
• Village Hall Improvements.  Another work in progress: the first phase is now 
completed being the long awaited and very welcome new toilet facilities, 
replacing those inherited when the school closed 40 years ago.  Due to the hard 
work of the Hall Management Committee, the programme of improvements will 
continue during 2018. 
 
GOODBYE TO SEVERAL LOCAL RESIDENTS 
 
Sadly, every year we lose people who contributed much to our community.  
During 2017 we said goodbye to Pat Roche, Gill Richards, Fred Harris, Audrey 
Beckett, Joyce Colquitt, Jonathan Grundy, Richard Hall and Gladys Davies.  
Obituaries which included details of the many services to the community each 
provided have appeared in this magazine, and the community will miss their 
many contributions.   

We also have lost Bob Anderson (Dilwyn) and Peggy Olausen (New 
Zealand), whom older residents of the village may recall.   
 
PARISH ORGANISATIONS 
 
The following bodies have all made their contribution, as always, to our varied 
community life and wellbeing: 
 
The Parish Council, Footpath and Tree Officers • Parochial Church Council • 
Village Hall Management Committee • Church Cleaners and Flower Guild • 
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Village Show Committee • Hospice Friends Support Group • Dovecote Trust • 
Community Shop Team • Eardisland In Bloom • Women’s Institute • History and 
Heritage Group • Whittington Educational Trust • Twinning Association • Village 
Band • Bowls Club • Art Group • Local Links Share-a-Care Group • Community 
Website • Parish Magazine. 
 
VOLUNTEERS: THE PEOPLE WHO GET THINGS DONE 
 
Listed above are 20 organisations.  They perform a wide variety of functions and 
duties but all share one common factor: they are staffed entirely by volunteers. 
Volunteers are the people who make a difference, week after week, year after 
year.  They transform a village into a community, and there is a world of 
difference.  A village is a long-established collection of buildings lived in by 
people who have come together by chance: a community is a dynamic creation, 
its volunteers constantly looking for further ways to enhance the quality of life 
for residents. 

The list of organisations is not static: half of those listed did not exist 20 
years ago.  They were created by people who saw an opportunity to improve 
community life, enthused others and set to work, expending time, imagination, 
energy and, not infrequently, money to turn a vision into reality.  Volunteers are 
the people who ensure a community is always moving forward. 
 
•   If you feel you might like to join the volunteer team of one (or more) of the 
listed organisations, you will find a new edition of Who’s Who with this magazine 
which tells you whom to contact in each organisation.  All welcome new 
members and will gladly talk about what they do. 
 

EARDISLAND VILLAGE SHOW 2018 
 

This year’s show will be on Saturday 1st 
September. To give everyone a chance to start 
their show entries over the winter months, here 
is a sneak preview of a few classes in the 2018 
show: 
 
Craft - A bag or basket (any medium) 
Art - A painted pebble (any subject) 
Photography - Winter in Eardisland 

 
Happy New Year! 
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AUDREY BECKETT, A LOVELY LADY WITH A SENSE OF FUN 
 
This phrase comes up nearly every time someone 
mentions Audrey Beckett. Audrey was born on 26th 
May 1926 in Stoke on Trent. Many members of her 
family worked in the pottery industry.  
Perhaps because she had no brothers or sisters, Audrey 
always enjoyed lots of friends around her, often 
reminiscing about the fun she had, playing on the 
streets with her school pals. 

They were all poor, many with no shoes, but 
as Audrey said, “We didn't know we were poor because 
everyone was the same”. For the rest of her days, 

Audrey loved and sought out company. 
She was luckier than some: she was always well turned out because her 

Mum, Emmie, used to pay 6d for material at the market and make her lovely 
dresses. Audrey was very proud to read on her school report that she was always 
well presented and made the best of herself. She continued to take a pride in her 
appearance into old age.  

She trained in secretarial skills, becoming adept at managing office 
accounts, her honest and conscientious attitude giving her many job 
opportunities. She married school teacher, Gordon Beckett, in 1950 and their 
daughter, Susan, was born in May 1952. Audrey worked from home managing 
the accounting side of the family transport business.  

After nursing her own mother, Audrey continued to care for others -  
she was always looking after aunts, family friends, neighbours - a long list of 
people she helped and supported. After his wife’s death Audrey’s father asked to 
stay with her and Gordon for a little while. He remained in residence for twenty 
years until the day he died! In 1962 son Steve was born and the family moved to 
Trentham, where Audrey was an active member of the local church and also of 
The Young Wives.  
  She and Gordon made many lifelong friends, who found her kind and 
thoughtful, but she was also very good company, loving a chat, laughing a lot, 
enjoying the odd glass of wine and generally having fun. When the family 
business was sold, Audrey went to work in the offices at Josiah Wedgwood’s. 

She and Gordon bought a touring caravan and the family holidayed in 
Pembrokeshire. Becoming more adventurous, travelling across Europe, Audrey 
magically catered for 5 people for a month at a time from food stored in the 
small caravan. Many of the meals were variations on Spam, Bacon Grill and 
Cadburys Smash - Gordon was a vegetarian so it wasn't easy!  

1977 was a big year for Audrey as the family moved to the Owl House in 
Ashley, Market Drayton, Shropshire. It was also the year when Audrey became a 
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Grandma to Sam and over the next 4 years to Tamsyn and the twins, Tom and 
Andy. She and Gordon spent a lot of time with the young family at weekends and 
the four grandchildren remember wonderful days at the Owl House, Gran 
bustling around amongst her Wedgwood pottery. All her grandchildren 
remember how she cared for them, her warmth, her laughter - being around her 
was like a great big hug, a wonderful example of what family means.  
Audrey joined the Ashley WI, spending some of the happiest times of her life 
with the ladies she met there. After retiring the couple continued to enjoy 
caravaning for many more years. They said retirement made them feel like 
“recycled teenagers”, with more time for lively get togethers with family and 
friends. As ever Audrey continued to look after others - two elderly neighbours 
who relied on her for shopping and company.  

Steve, their son, went to live in Macclesfield where he married Jayne in 
1991.  Audrey and Gordon were blessed with two more grandchildren, Michael 
and Madeleine spending very happy times watching another set of grandchildren 
grow up.           

As Gordon began to suffer ill health in the early 2000’s he and Audrey 
moved to a chalet home they named Owls’ Corner, close to Sue and David in 
Eardisland.  Audrey’s association with owls is fitting: she had many wise words 
for her family and friends - she liked to leave them with something to think 
about. She often told couples to love each other and to make the most of their 
time together.  

Sadly Gordon died in December 2006 and for Audrey things were never 
quite the same - a light went out. However she was comforted by the arrival of 
her great grandchildren, 5 in all, Beth, Gracie, Caitlin, Jacob and Ben and she 
continued to enjoy being part of the lives of all six of her grandchildren and their 
partners. And there were always biscuits for Bertie the dog and scraps for Phil 
the Pheasant!  

She visited her Potteries friends and they in turn visited Audrey. On one 
memorable occasion Ashley WI came to see her, travelling on a coach, and a 
great time was had by all. She enjoyed the company of Sue’s and David's friends 
who often visited and she got to know many people in the village, partly through 
the WI and the church, attending many village events.  

This brings us to 2017, 11 years after Gordon’s death. Despite 
exceptional support from Lesley Pritchard and from Sue Prewer, Audrey was 
becoming weary and she made the decision to move to a residential home to 
enjoy the security of full time care. As a lady who loved company and to chat 
with other people it was hoped this would be an extra comfort for her. Sadly 
Audrey died only two days after moving there, but she passed away peacefully 
and went to join Gordon, leaving behind a family who will always love her and 
treasure their very special Mum, Gran and Great Gran. 
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RICHARD WILSON HALL BEM d. FRIDAY 22ND DECEMBER 2017 
 

Richard was born on the 31st July 
1935. He completed the family 
having an older sister Mary, who will 
celebrate her 90th birthday this year. 
He started school at Dilwyn, walking 
the 1 mile from Bidney, before 
moving as a boarder to Lucton 
School on September 19th 1944. A 
member of Rodney House and a 4th 
prefect, he was awarded colours in 
both cricket and rugby both 
following matches against the Old 
Boys. He also helped found the 
Lucton School YFC. 

At 18, he was enlisted to do 
National Service and posted to the 
Royal Armoured Corps at Catterick 
Camp. 5 weeks basic training  

commenced during which he failed a potential officer course for apparently slow 
thinking and a lack of a sense of humour…… we think they got that one wrong. 
He was posted to the 3rd Kings Hussars following a signals and gunnery course in 
Germany, BAOR 24. He became the COs radio operator. He played both cricket 
and rugby for the regiment and also pulled Tug of War coming 3rd in the Army 
finals at Aldershot. 
 Richard returned home to the farm at Bidney in 1955. The farm 
specialised in growing hops, sugar beet, potatoes, cider, cattle, sheep and pigs. 
Richard married Pat in 1959 and has a son, Tony, 5 grandchildren, Nicholas, Trudi, 
William, Lucy and Beth and 2 great grandchildren Robert and Edward. Richard 
and Annabel were married in 1976 and enjoyed many happy years together with 
Annabel attending to his every need right up until the end of his life. 

He immediately became heavily involved in village life in Dilwyn. He 
became Church warden to St Mary’s church and was elected Chairman of Dilwyn 
YFC where he passed on many skills. He became involved with the British Legion 
holding the post of President for 25 years. He was a member of the Lugg Valley 
Drainage Board, a position he inherited from his father.  

In 1984 he moved to Arrow Mill in Eardisland and joined Kingsland 
church. Richard had a strong faith. He soon became a member of the PCC and 
persuaded a local gang of helpers to look after the Churchyard named the Burke 
and Hare. He also instigated a monthly newsletter.  
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The last Thursday of every month was reserved for what Richard called 
‘the board meeting’ in The Cross, Eardisland where 8 or 9 directors met to chew 
the fat and put the world to rights. Richard was also a member of the Late Risers, 
a group, under the guidance of James Parker, that raised thousands for local 
charities. One of Richard’s biggest projects was the restoring of the water wheel 
at Arrow Mill. A never-ending job, but a wonderful place, where he liked to 
entertain. He actually had Open Days where he took great delight in showing 
people round. The mill was of particular value to the Eardisland Twinning 
Association when Richard and Anabel very generously invited the hosts and 
guests to lunch in the old building – the last occasion being May 2017 to 
celebrate ten years of the formal twinning. The picture on the previous page 
shows Richard at the reception, taken in the mill. 

Richard loved wild life and was a true conservationist. He had an 
immense knowledge of birds and river life. He once caught 116 eels in his trap 
selling the majority of them to Fishy Gardner in Hereford. 

He was a man who always put the local and wider community interests 
before his own. He was the one person who was always first to volunteer for any 
task no matter how large. His enthusiasm to raise money for funds and to 
encourage others to participate are without equal. A truly outstanding member 
of the community, who treated everyone with the same courtesy and respect. 

In 2012 Richard was awarded the British Empire Medal in the Queen’s 
birthday honours for his services to the community. He was awarded the medal 
by the Lord Lieutenant, the Countess of Darnley at a service at Luctonians. 
Richard was very grateful for all the effort people had made on his behalf to be 
awarded this tribute and felt extremely humbled and honoured by this wonderful 
and deserved accolade. 

In 1952 Richard played his first game for Luctonians aged 17. Richard’s 
love affair with his club never wavered. He became club captain in 1962 and 
captained the club on 2 other occasions. He was an influential member when the 
club moved from their old home behind the Angel to their current home at 
Mortimer Park. Richard as the true clubman realised that the lower sides of any 
club are the heartbeat and started a third, fourth and fifth team. He started an 
annual newsletter in the late 70s which was the forerunner of the present 
Lucsline. He used to write from various locations, the most memorable one being 
a nudist beach in Gran Canaria. With a real talent for writing he would relive the 
last year’s activities at the club with his trademark being Price news. There was 
good looking Price, insurance Price, potato Price, half Price, full Price, quarter 
Price, top Price, bar Price, rocky Price, part Price the list went on.  
 Richard will be sorely missed by so many, but remembered fondly for his 

kindness, friendship and generosity. 
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ROBERT JAMES ANDERSON 
 

Robert, affectionately known throughout his long 
life as ‘Bob’, was born in 1922 in Bancree, Scotland. 
After leaving school, Bob joined the army and 
served for several years, latterly meeting a young 
Scottish girl, Mary, whom he subsequently married. 
They went on to have four sons: Kenneth, Michael, 
Alistair and Graham – all good Scottish names. 
Perhaps inevitably, the first three are shortened to 
Ken, Mike and Ali. 
 Bob gained a job in Eardisland as head 
herdsman at Court Farm, at the time owned and 
run by Hugh Lowe’s father. After some years, Bob 

and Mary decided to change direction when the Cross Inn became vacant and 
they became landlords. The partnership was a great success and The Cross 
prospered, not least of all because Bob and Mary were keen on pub traditions. 
Whilst Mary was not one to take any nonsense, it was a poorly kept secret that 
‘lock-ins’ were not unheard of! Of course, licensing times were very different in 
those days. 
 Following this success, the couple moved to take over the Crown at 
Dilwyn, where they brought the same magic to make the pub the centre of the 
community. Both in Eardisland and Dilwyn, a little Scottish tradition went a long 
way, with haggis and Robbie Burns celebrations. 
 When Bob and Mary retired from the pub trade, they invested their 
considerable energies in catering at Shobdon airfield and, of course, made a 
great success of the venture. 
 Eventually, they decided to use their expertise in gardening, and 
vegetable growing in particular. They started the farm shop at Stockingfield, 
based in an old caravan. Again, it’s no exaggeration to say that it was a great 
success – the range of produce, always fresh and home-grown, was appreciated 
by the many who stopped off. 
 By this stage, age was evident, and Mary took a fall in early 2014. 
Running the shop was difficult for Bob on his own and he took the difficult 
decision to close. Later that year, Mary died in the September. 
 Bob still took an interest in the garden and continued to do what he 
could in the light of his failing health. He died on Tuesday 14th November 2017, 
following a fall at home, at the grand old age of 95. 
 Bob’s life represents the end of an era. Farms have changed out of all 
recognition and so have country pubs. Farm shops have become grandiose 
affairs. Bob represents a generation known for sheer hard-work, loyalty and 
dedication. He will be greatly missed by all who knew him. 
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Join us for a hilarious night at the Snail 
Races! 

 
Saturday January 27th 

Eardisland Village Hall 

from 7pm (1st race at 7.30) 

Tickets £3 to include a hot snack  

available from Eardisland Community Shop 

So what exactly is a snail race?  

 
 
 

 
      Meet Hercules, one of the cartoon snails on our personalised 
DVD. Let ‘Peedy the Parrot’ run through the form of each snail, 
then place your bets in multiples of £1 on the Tote…..and they’re 
off! Will he win? Only time will tell! Winners share half of the 
Tote!  

 
Have fun in the gloomiest of months and help raise much needed 

funds for the improvements of your village hall. 
 

Pay bar courtesy of Eardisland Bowling Club 
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Soup and Pudding Night 
 
 

Saturday February 24th 

Eardisland Village Hall 

from 7.30pm 

Warm up a cold Winters evening with hot 
soup followed by a delicious pud! 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Tickets £5  
 

available from Eardisland Community Shop  
from 1st February onwards 

 
All proceeds in aid of Eardisland Village Hall Improvements 

 
Anyone requiring a lift or escort to the village hall and back, 

please leave a message on the ticket sheet  
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EARDISLAND TWINNING ASSOCIATION 
 
Visit to La Vieille Lyre by Eardisland Pupils from Kingsland CE Primary School: 
20th to 24th November 2017 
In a letter sent immediately after the visit, Mr. Stewart Debenham, Headteacher, 
wrote: “The nine Eardisland children from Kingsland CE Primary School who went 
to La Vieille Lyre last week had an absolutely fabulous time. It was an experience 
they will remember for the rest of their lives… They described it as ‘the best 
school trip EVER’ as well as ‘epic’ and ‘awesome’. I would have to agree with 
them!” And so would I - the children were superb ambassadors for Kingsland 
School, Eardisland and indeed the UK. The entire visit was a huge success, thanks 
to intense collaborative teamwork and great generosity from so many on both 
sides of the channel. Further details and some wonderful photographs are 
available on the school website and in the latest school newsletter: 
http://www.kingslandceprimary.com/newsletters/ 
 
French Cheese and Wine Evening: Saturday 7th April 2018 
In response to requests for a repeat of the successful 2017 events, a further 
French Wine and Cheese Evening is being held on Saturday 7th April. Details are 
on page 14. Everyone welcome. 
 
Visit to La Vieille Lyre: Saturday May 26th to Tuesday May 29th 2018 
Our next invitation to La Vieille Lyre is during the bank holiday weekend at the 
beginning of the summer half-term break, arriving by the evening of Saturday 
26th May and leaving after breakfast on Tuesday 29th May. 
In the past, we have always sought the most cost-effective way of travelling to La 
Vieille Lyre as a group and should this be of interest to you, I would be very 
happy to investigate possibilities for our next visit. As an alternative, it would also 
be possible to travel independently to La Vieille Lyre and perhaps to make a 
longer holiday by travelling before/after the Twinning weekend to a 
campsite/hotel/gîte/AirbnB elsewhere in France. 

To give a flavour of the Twinning programme, there is likely to be one 
whole group aperitif/dinner for all guests and hosts (we have always been 
spoiled in the past); two other dinners in small groups of families on a rotational 
basis (guests and hosts remaining together but pairing up with different guests 
and hosts on different evenings); and whole group outings and visits and small 
group visits, according to taste. I have been lucky enough to go on every visit 
since 2005 and the programmes have always been superb.  
I do understand that some people new to Twinning might feel anxious about 
staying with a family if they do not have any French. However, this has never 
proven to be a problem in the past and some of our French friends do speak 
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some English. It is also amazing how well you can communicate using gestures 
and Google translate – and it is often great fun, too! 
The only costs involved for us are travel and a small gift for our hosts – otherwise 
we are very much guests of La Vieille Lyre. This arrangement is then reversed 
when the French come to us. However, there is absolutely no obligation to host 
your hosts on any return visit by the French to Eardisland – although many strong 
friendships have indeed been formed and this has often happened naturally. 
Deluxe accommodation is also not a requirement; a bedroom (maybe with camp 
beds for any children) and use of a bathroom is all that is required. 
If you would like to know more, please do contact me at your earliest 
convenience and by Friday 16th February at the latest, please. I look forward to 
hearing from you! 

Ruth Brinton-Bivand 
Chair, Eardisland Twinning Association 

ruthbrintonbivand@gmail.com 
07773 706147, 01544 388375 

 
KINGSLAND AND EARDISLAND HOSPICE FRIENDS 
 
At our pre-Christmas coffee morning held at the Luctonians on November 10th 
2017 we raised £577.50p.  It was a successful and happy occasion which was well 
supported by Eardisland, so many thanks to all who came to drink coffee, run a 
stall or sew or bake for us.  We are extremely grateful to you all. 

Our next event will be the Soup and Pancake lunch which this year will 
be held at The Corners Inn, Kingsland from 12 noon to 2pm on Shrove Tuesday 
13th February 2018.  If anyone should need a lift, please give me a ring or speak 
to Jo Watson, Diane Lee or Margaret Roberts and we will arrange it.   

Many thanks to all who support our group which is one of only two or 
three in the county, and we usually raise the most money so let us keep up this 
tradition.  The work done, and the service offered by St Michael's Hospice is truly 
amazing.   

Dorothy Brown 388389 
PARISH COUNCIL UPDATE 
 
1. The work on refurbishing the village hall toilets is now complete. Many thanks 

for all the hard work done by the Village Hall Management Committee to 

make this project happen. The modern toilets give a good boost to the 

ongoing work to enhance the hall and encourage more use. 

2. Merry Albright is now the parish councillor responsible for liaison over the 

recreation ground. Please contact her on 07858 531590 if you find any 

problems with the play equipment. 

mailto:ruthbrintonbivand@gmail.com
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3. If you’d like to be alerted to new events in the parish and new items on the 

website (eg. PC agendas and minutes), please sign-up on the home page. If 

you want to get your event highlighted on the website, please email the Clerk 

on eardislandclerk@gmail.com or ring 07789 322771. 

4. The following planning applications have been considered or noted in 

November and December: P173869/FH, Twyford, Pembridge, HR6 9JY – 

Proposed single story rear extension – Resolved to support. P172046/F, Land 

east of Shobdon Poultry Farm, Shobdon Airfield, Shobdon, HR6 9NR – 

Erection of knowledge transfer and training centre, two poultry units, six feed 

bins and associated development on land at Shobdon Airfield – Additional 

documents – Resolved to comment that further response should be made by 

neighbouring parishes, as they are more affected by this application than 

Eardisland. P174141/PA7, Folley Farm, Eardisland, HR6 9BS – Application for 

prior notification of agricultural or forestry development - proposed building 

– Steel framed side extension to existing building for the use of storage – 

Resolved to support. P173956/F, Hanger Poultry Farm, Shobdon Airfield, HR6 

9NR – Alterations to existing poultry site namely: demolition and rebuilding of 

one poultry unit, demolition and erection of new gate house and new access 

track – Resolved to support and comment as follows: Council considers 

neighbouring parishes should be formally consulted as they will be much 

more affected by the application. P173997/FH, 1 Arrow Barns, Eardisland, 

HR6 9BN – Proposed removal of existing front porch and rear Upvc 

conservatory. Construction of replacement porch and rear single storey 

extension – Resolved to support this application and comment as follows: 

proposed porch and extension are in line with other neighbouring properties 

and suitable for the Conservation Area, therefore conforming to policy E2 of 

the Eardisland NDP. P172884/F, Upper Hardwick Farm, Pembridge, HR6 9HE – 

Proposed change of use of general purpose agricultural buildings into a B8 

self-storage facility and a B1 workshop – Amended documents – Resolved to 

support and Noted address is incorrect, should be Hardwick Farm. Noted 

P173545/F, Home Farm, Eardisland, HR6 9DN – Proposed cover to an existing 

agricultural manure store – Approved with conditions. Noted  P173546/F, 

Home Farm, Eardisland, HR6 9DN – Proposed cover to an existing agricultural 

manure store – Approved with conditions. 

5. The planned parish council meetings for 2018 are as follows:  15 February, 15 

March, 26 April, 24 May, 21 June, 19 July, 6 September, 25 October, 22 

mailto:eardislandclerk@gmail.com
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November. Extra meetings will be held if required to meet deadlines for 

response to planning applications.  

All meetings, both planed and extra, are advertised on the parish notice boards 
and the website. Meetings are open to the public and a short time is allocated on 
the agenda to take questions or comments from parishioners, in line with the 
council’s standing orders. 

Alison Sutton, Clerk to Eardisland Parish Council 
VILLAGE HALL REPORT  
 
A Happy New Year to all our users past, present and future!  The toilet renovation 
is now complete and has held its first major event on New Year's Eve.  There are a 
few finishing touches to be done, but the transformation is quite something to 
behold.  A huge thank you to all who contributed financially or otherwise. 
 The party on New Year's Eve was once again a really enjoyable event; the 
team decorated the hall with lots of glitter and sparkles (special thanks to Susie 
Baldwin of Tutti Decor who raced back from Wales to dress the window sills) and 
Phil Weaver kept us all on our feet with a great selection of music. Phil has been 
our artist/DJ of choice for several years, but wants to spend New Year with family 
in the future, so if you can suggest someone for next year please let us know. 
 We have two really fun events planned for the near future – Snail Racing 
(no cruelty to animals involved, we promise) on Sat Jan 27th and the ever-popular 
Soup and Puddings Night on Sat Feb 24th.  Please see the notices elsewhere in the 
magazine for more details and how to get tickets.  Profits will go to the continuing 
refurbishment of the Hall. 
 

If you would like to help occasionally with events at the Hall or have 
ideas for what you would like to happen, please get in touch with Jo South –  
01544 387 698 email: j_m_south@hotmail.co.uk. You could even join the Events 
sub-committee  (you don't have to attend Village Hall Committee meetings, Jo 
will do that for you). We would love to have new helpers and fresh ideas. 
 Jo is also working on setting up a regular crafting/social evening – if you 
are interested please contact her as above and let her know how to get in touch.  
This will be a great opportunity to share ideas and skills as well as a chance to just 
get together. 

Caroline Marsden, Eardisland Village Hall Management Committee 
 

The email address for Jo South is j_m_south@hotmail.co.uk – the underscores disappear 

when printed with the link underlined. Ed.  

mailto:j_m_south@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:j_m_south@hotmail.co.uk
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W.I. SECRETARY'S REPORT FOR 2017 
 
 In December we drove to Pembridge, New Inn. 
 The food was superb and therefore not a sin. 
 This ended our year with company fine, 
 The evening so splendid was really sublime. 
 
 In January Marion Willcocks spinning and weaving did show. 
 We really enjoyed it and some even had a go! 
 February the speaker was Moira Hoon, dyslexia was her theme 
 To help those to deal with this, some came up with a scheme. 
 
 March Jenny Shutler showed us many interesting slides, 
            How “Cutting Edge Jewellery” developed and much more besides. 
 We were able to buy items made from cutlery pieces. 
 Presents for friends, uncles, aunties and nieces! 
 
 March also saw Doug's train day again. 
 Bacon butties went so well once more. 
 The smell of it sizzling was not in vain, 
 The menfolk were queueing at the door! 
 
 April Rob Strawson from the Music Pool 
 Gave an interesting talk which gripped us all! 
 This was our chosen Charity for this year 
 Coffee morning well supported, we had no fear! 
 
 In May Lisa Fisher from “House of Colour” came, 
 Talk on the colour spectrum was her aim. 
 Some members volunteered to be guinea pigs 
 And looked transformed in their rigs. 
 
 In June Jim and Brenda Collins their garden us showed. 
 Windsor Cottage at Dilwyn is their compact abode. 
 After touring the lovely plot, home-made cakes we enjoyed. 
 All went home happy, our time thus employed! 
 
 In July Sarah entertained us so well, 
 Of her family business she us did tell. 
 Rachel's Ice Cream we could taste in turn, 
 For me the honeycombe one I did yearn! 
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 In September a talk by dapper “Darjeeling Dave”, 
 About his life of tasting wine, he did rave. 
 We learned how to sniff and also to taste, 
 It was not etiquette to do this in haste! 
 
 In October to Hereford, ten of us went 
 To the Resource Centre in the street of the Friar. 
 We all agreed that this was time well spent 
 We saw fabrics and costumes and much more attire. 
 
 So, to November and our annual Meeting. 
 Helen welcomed us with her usual greeting! 
 Committee duly selected once more 
 Then fish and chip supper was the score! 
 Which Amanda collected from the store! 
 
Our Annual Meeting went well, and, despite my absence, the officers were re-
elected. In December our Christmas meal was postponed due to the snow and 
will now take place on Monday 8th January at the New Inn, Pembridge so there 
will be no afternoon tea party at the village hall. 
 We wish all our readers a very HAPPY NEW YEAR and good health and 
happiness. If you want to join something upbeat and interesting in 2018 then 
give W.I. a try you will be made welcome. 

Contact Mavis Tantrum (Secretary) 
 01544 387972 

 

Crafty Socialites 
 

Come and join the Crafty Socialites - every 3rd 
Friday of the month, 7.30-9.00pm in the Village 
Hall. 
 
Bring your crochet, knitting, cross-stitch, 

jigsaw, colouring…. bring whatever it is you’re 

working on! Bring a friend, bring a drink, bring 

a snack and come and enjoy a relaxing evening 

crafting and socialising. £1 per person. 

Any queries please contact Jo South - 01544 387 698 

 

P.S. If anyone has a roll up jigsaw mat that they no longer use then 

please let Jo know - we’d love to have it for the group! 
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A CAUTIONARY TALE 
 
On Christmas Day my front door would neither lock nor unlock from the outside. 
Why do things like that always happen over bank holidays? 

I waited three days and on the Thursday, I searched the net and found a 
local locksmith. I thought local might be cheaper than from 24 miles away. He 
agreed to come that morning although I had not said it was an emergency.  
The engineer duly arrived - ‘no problem it won’t take long but you need a new 
lock.’ 

Who was I to argue as locks were not my thing? He loosened one screw, 
removed the old barrel, went out to his van, retrieved a new one and inserted it. 
Finished! Hurrah! In all it had taken 8-10 minutes - not the 25 mins listed on the 
invoice - I know because I timed it. He presented me with five keys and an 
invoice. I got my wallet expecting perhaps £50 or £60.  

The invoice was for £267.60! The itemised invoice was £49 call out fee, 
£79 for materials and £99 labour plus VAT. I should have checked the call out fee 
or been told about it when I booked them. I can accept the cost of the materials 
as even having a key copied is expensive, but the labour costs are in my view 
extortionate, a rip-off and totally unjustified. 

‘We take cheques, cash, credit or debit cards’ he said to a stunned 
dumbstruck idiot. All I could say was ‘WHAT! That’s outrageous!’ and paid. 
Maybe I shouldn’t have paid but I might still have been left with an unlockable 
door. Of course, I could have checked the call out fee and asked for an estimate 
when I booked the work, but I was so relieved to find someone local who I 
thought might be a bit cheaper! 

There are many times when I so regret not being a big confident man 
but a naive idiot of an old lady! How vulnerable one feels. So, beware of local 
firms and double check everything. I can’t recommend this firm! 

 Eirian Jones 
 

MODEL TRAIN DAY 
 

The Herefordshire Borders 0 Gauge Group is holding a train running session on 
Sunday 18th March at Eardisland Village Hall using the East Midlands 0 Gauge 
track from 10.00am to 4.30pm. 
 There will be trade stands, and superb food on offer by the W.I. in the 
form of bacon rolls, home-made cake, tea etc. 
 Entrance fee is £2.50 for adults. Children must be accompanied by an 
adult and entrance for them will be free. Please note that no insurance will be 
taken out for rolling stock etc. 

For further details please contact Doug Tantrum on 01544 387972 or 
email:  dougtantrum@hotmail.com  

mailto:dougtantrum@hotmail.com
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WHAT IS SHARE A CARE? 
 
A few years ago a group was started in the village called Share a Care. There are 
still monthly get togethers which are well attended, but we feel that there are 
now quite a few people in the village who have come to live here recently and 
have no idea what it is about so some sort of update is needed!  

The original plan was to help and support people who lived in the parish, 
particularly outside the village itself, who could not get out and about much and 
this is still one of its aims. But it evolved into something a bit more and there are 
two main aspects to it. Firstly there are get togethers on the last Thursday of 
each month at 2.30pm in the village hall with the Parish Council kindly paying for 
the use of the room. Quite a few of us meet to have a chat and put the world to 
rights, enjoying coffee/tea and cake provided free by the village shop. Several 
newcomers to the village have found the gatherings a good way of meeting 
fellow villagers in a warm friendly environment with no committee, no minutes 
taken and no agenda apart from a good natter and a discussion of any concerns 
or difficulties.  
  Also there is another way in which it can be used. Anyone who has a 
minor task or problem which they need to sort out can phone the village shop 
and ask if someone can give them a hand. We do not deal with urgent or serious 
issues, just the little day to day jobs that people might need help with. Examples 
of support given in the past include lifts to the doctors and hospital for 
appointments, advice with filling in forms, moving heavy furniture, etc. There are 
a number of people in the village who have volunteered to help with a wide 
range of jobs, lifts to and from the doctors/hospital, collecting prescriptions, 
changing library books, and similar practical things. 

Some volunteers are DBS checked so can help with child care in an 
emergency.  Share a Care is there to find a solution. Anyone who needs a helping 
hand can phone the village shop on 01544388984, ask for Share a Care and the 
shop volunteer will contact a coordinator who will get back to you as soon as 
possible. The volunteers are never asked directly by the person who needs help, 
so can say no without worrying about upsetting anyone.  
  So hopefully there is no need for anyone to feel they are stuck or 
worried with no one to turn to. Even if you have all the help and support you 
need, do come along to the get togethers - the more the merrier!  

Anyone who wishes to put their name forward as a volunteer please 
contact Margaret Milchard 01544388097 margaretmilchard@btinternet.com  
or Sue Wallis 01544388066 dandswallis@hotmail.co.uk.  

A big thank you to all those who have already volunteered. We look 
forward to seeing as many people as possible on Thursday 25th January in the 
village hall at 2.30. We’ll have the kettle on!  
  

mailto:margaretmilchard@btinternet.com
mailto:dandswallis@hotmail.co.uk
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SERVICES AT CHURCH OF ST MARY THE VIRGIN, EARDISLAND 
 
Priest-in-Charge:  Rev. Julie Read. The Rectory, Kingsland. 
    07826 194400, rev.julie@btinternet.com 
    01568 708255 
Churchwardens   Beryl Hoda. Arrow Lawn, Eardisland. 
      01544 388131 
                                                Dian Cope. Downome, Eardisland. 
                                                 01544 388317 
   
Lay Co-Chair:                      Richard Kirby  01544 388810  
Treasurer:         Mike Coleburn  01544 388486 
Organist:           Annette Blyth 01544 388241 
PCC Secretary:   Liz Lever  01544 388157 
 

 

Sunday 14th January 

9.30 am Morning Prayer Eardisland 

 

Sunday 21st January 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

 

Sunday 28th January 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland (Rev. Julie 
Read’s first service back 
with us in Eardisland) 

 

Sunday 4th February 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

 

Sunday 11th February 

9.30 am Morning Prayer Eardisland 

 

 
(Please note that on Wed. 14th Feb. there is a Benefice Holy Communion Ash 
Wednesday Service at Kingsland at 7.30 pm) 
 
Sunday 18th February 
 

9.30 am Holy Communion 
 

Eardisland 
 

mailto:rev.julie@btinternet.com
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Sunday 25th February 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

 

Sunday – 4th March  

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

 

Sunday 11th March 

9.30 am 
 

Mothering Sunday Service with 
Holy Communion 

 Eardisland 

 

FROM REV. JULIE READ 
 

I’m glad to say that as the new year dawns some 
normality is reappearing in my life and I am able to 
return to the post that I love – that of being your priest. I 
am told by the docs to take it steady and unfortunately I 
still don’t have a driving licence and now appreciate the 
many of you that are no longer able to drive and the 
restrictions you face. So God willing over the next couple 
of months I will be seen again in your midst, if not in full 
flow, certainly on the path towards it.  

Please do contact your churchwardens if you 
are in need and I don’t seem to be around – and they will organise my time 
appropriately. 

I feel a great sympathy for the magi – those wise men from the East who 
set off on a journey not knowing where they would end up but chasing the 
promise of a new King and hoped for something good. I have certainly felt on a 
journey, away from the usual run of life, not knowing what exactly was going to 
be my destination. But my surprise was to be felt carried along by the prayers 
and care of many people, the surprise at the unexpected people I met on the 
way, the skill of the surgeons and the care of my maker. Those wise men from 
the East, who travelled by hope and faith, met the Christ child, recognised him as 
the one they were seeking and offered gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. This 
year I have thought about those gifts they offered as I have drawn close to my 
family as we have journeyed together both through my operation and also of 
Nick’s father who today has died after a parallel journey these last months as his 
body has worn out. As they arrived at the destination they laid before Jesus the 
gifts they had on board - Gold being the provision we need for the journey – not 
to be grasped but with which to be generous, that all might live. Jesus soon after 
he was born became a refugee fleeing cruel King Herod. I wonder how long the 



25 
 

gold lasted in a foreign country fleeing the homeland of your family. 
Frankincense, a symbol of worship, of prayers rising to the maker and the one 
who can guide us on the right paths through life. Jesus lived in a close 
relationship with his Father throughout his life, and pointed the way for us to do 
the same. We too need a spiritual provision for the journey.  Myrrh – the costly 
spice used to anoint the dead – might well have been needed on journeys cross 
country boundaries – a reminder that life on this earth has its span of days, and 
we have to prepare not only for our own deaths but also journey with those we 
know and love down that valley.  

Life in all its fullness, learning the way from the one who made us, living 
in the reality of this world and playing our part in honesty and love maybe good 
resolutions for a new year.  

Richard Hall who many of you know recently died. He was a great 
character and a man of faith. I leave you with the reading he chose for his funeral 
from Paul’s first letter to Timothy Chapter 6 

We brought nothing into the world, so that we can take nothing out of 
it; 8 but if we have food and clothing, we will be content with these. 9 But those 
who want to be rich fall into temptation and are trapped by many senseless and 
harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. 10 For the love of 
money is a root of all kinds of evil, and in their eagerness to be rich some have 
wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many pains. 

11  But as for you, man of God, shun all this; pursue righteousness, 
godliness, faith, love, endurance, gentleness. 12 Fight the good fight of the faith; 
take hold of the eternal life, to which you were called and for which you made the 
good confession in the presence of many witnesses. 13 In the presence of God, who 
gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who in his testimony before Pontius 
Pilate made the good confession, I charge you 14 to keep the commandment 
without spot or blame until the manifestation of our Lord Jesus Christ, 15 which he 
will bring about at the right time—he who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the 
King of kings and Lord of lords. 16 It is he alone who has immortality and dwells in 
unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen or can see; to him be honour 
and eternal dominion.  

Amen. 

DOVECOTE TRUST 
 
The Trust, complementing both the Twinning Association and Eardisland Walks, 
proposes to fix a small brass plaque on the wall behind the War Memorial, 
inscribed with the names of those soldiers from La Vieille Lyre who fell in the 
First World War.   
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 In return, villagers from La Vieille Lyre will display the names of our 13 
Fallen Soldiers on a similar plaque placed appropriately by their War Memorial.   
 Expenses will be borne by each party respectively. Comments on this, or 
other matters relating to the Dovecote Trust, can be dropped into the post box 
by the Dovecote entrance.  Please include contact details. 
 The WW1 display continues.  There will be monthly changes to the 
information available upstairs in the Dovecote: 1918 included momentous 
changes of fortune which make fascinating reading.  If kind readers have in their 
possession any WW1 artefacts which would enhance the display, they will be 
kept safe until November this year and returned. 
 
E-TEAM 
 
Apart from helping to erect and then take down the village Christmas tree the E- 
Team has been taking time out to recharge their batteries and keep warm over 
the winter period. But don’t worry, this year’s work schedule starts again on 
Thursday 1st March and once again there will be plenty to do, so if you fancy 
helping out, please join us outside the shop around 10am. No gardening 
knowledge is required but you must be able to enjoy coffee and cake at 11am!  

Please also note that this is not a male only domain, we’d love some 
ladies to join us. 

Some very early dates for your calendar: 
 
Saturday 24th March – meet at 10am outside the shop for the annual litter pick. 
Saturday 12th May – The annual Plant Sale in the village hall. 
Saturday 13th October – Craft Fair. Please note, bookings are NOT yet open. 
 

Phil Milchard  Chris Watson  Wendy Cross 
 
SWITCHING 
 
I read Chris Bivand’s article on switching in the December issue with a great deal 
of interest and thought I would share my experience on the same subject. Early 
in November my house and contents renewal letter dropped through the door 
and it was with a sense of dread that I opened it and my eyes immediately went 
to the renewal price of £448. As many of you will know, house insurance is a hot 
potato subject in our parish, with many companies even refusing to quote due to 
the perceived flood risk. However, having changed companies in 2016 and 
securing a satisfactory £288 I thought a £160 increase was a bit steep. So, like 
Chris, I was ready to move again in to switch mode, but before doing so thought 
I’d try a bit of negotiating and so called my current provider to see what wriggle 
room there was with the renewal quote. I spoke with a very pleasant customer 
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services lady who told me she would see what she could do by looking at other 
underwriters and heard her quoting figures until she stopped at £309, to which I 
agreed. I won’t quote the company I’m with, but the moral of the story is clearly 
to check with your provider that the quote being given is the absolute lowest on 
offer with them. It only takes a phone call and in my case a saving of £139 whilst 
staying with the same company.  

Phil Milchard 
 
EARDISLAND MEMORIAL WALKS 
 
Our second gate was installed in November.  It was paid for by the Hereford Light 
Infantry Museum. The gate stands on path KL21 crossing the parish boundary 
which can be approached via Lyme Lane.  Look out for Public Footpath signs, 
while project memorial walks’ waymarking is in progress.  The walk will be 
dedicated to Pte Thomas Cook, of the 1st Herefords. Thomas was in the village 
aged 14, working as an errand boy.  We know that he joined the Territorial Army 
before the War and that his unit was mobilised in 1914 on the outbreak of 
hostilities.  He served on Home defence duties until 1915 when the 1st Herefords 
set sail for Gallipoli.  The Battalion famously landed at Sulva Bay in early August.  
Thomas was badly wounded after landing and died later.  He was 18 years old.  
The gate will help us remember him, and what he gave his life for. 
 If any reader knows more about Thomas, please get in touch: 
research@eardislandmemorialwalks.org.uk. Details on the Herefords at Gallipoli 
can be found at www.herefordlightinfantrymueum.com. Tap 1914 -1918 and find 
1915 – August. 
 In the coming weeks several new walks will be waymarked.  These will 
include routes to Staunton, Bearwood and Aymestrey. Guide brochures will be 
available at Rita’s, the Shop and Caravan Park. 
 People wishing to be involved are as ever, welcome to get in touch.  
The site (www.eardislandmemorialwalks.org.uk) has been excellently designed 
by Ben Woodcock and is worth a visit if you are interested in the project.   
 

 

mailto:research@eardislandmemorialwalks.org.uk
http://www.herefordlightinfantrymueum.com/
http://www.eardislandmemorialwalks.org.uk/
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RAMBLE THROUGH TIME IN THE PARISH OF EARDISLAND 
 

       Our last ramble ended in 1539 with brief awareness of the changes in land 
tenure which resulted here from the Dissolution of the Monasteries. 
       One such area of land was that held by the Nuns of The Nunhouse, present 
day Nunhouse Farm (the Caravan Park). The Nunhouse was a cell of Limebrook 
Priory, about six miles away to the north-west. Whenever the date of the 
“dissolution” of Limebrook, it, and all its lands will then have devolved to the 
Crown. 
       Next, in 1547, the Crown, by then King Edward VI, granted out Limebrook and 
its various lands. By 1576 the Nunn House here in Eardisland had become the 
dwelling house of John Deyos. Later land transactions suggest that he also held 
all the lands previously enjoyed here by the Nuns of Limebrook before the 
Dissolution. This remains to be proved but, as with identifying the lands 
themselves, this is by no means an impossibility. 
       All over England similar circumstances will have arisen. In this parish one 
other instance is recorded. In the far south-west of the parish as it was before 
the Divided Parishes Act of 1884, the tenement which became known as 
Nunslands was also held by the Nuns of Limebrook. I have no detail of the lands 
they held there before the Dissolution, but they may be reflected by the makeup 
of more recent Nunlands. Full details of the geographical extent of that tenement 
are extant. 
       The time-path which took us to Nunlands was marked 1547. A similar path 
marked 1546 would have allowed us a brief acquaintance of the recently 
widowed Elizabeth Buraston. 
       Her late husband had appointed her executrix of his Will of which she 
obtained Probate dated 23rd November 1546. The value of his estate was £16.11s 
which, whilst not a huge sum, was then worth considerable more than the 
quoted amount nowadays. I do not know exactly where he, Thomas Buraston of 
Erdysland died or where in the churchyard he was buried. I have not seen the 
Probate itself and our Parish Register does not start until 1614. 
       The first entry in our Parish Register records the burial of Richard Sheppard 
on the twent eighth day of March. There were sixteen other burials that year; 
five baptisms and one marriage. The marriage was between William Dobins and 
Elizabeth Loyd on the 8th September. A Thomas Dobins was buried on the 19th 
November. The relationship between William and Thomas, if any, cannot be 
established from extant records. Lastly in 1614 the register records that Sara 
daughter of William Dobins was baptized on the twenty second day of December. 
       To what extent can these PR entries be used as a starting point from which to 
explore the parish as it was in 1614? 
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       As is normal in such registers, it records only names and the reason for the 
entry: nothing about where in the parish the named persons lived or any other 
circumstances. 
       1614 is however an important date in the history of this parish: more 
particularly of the Manor of Eardisland, which occupied by no means the full 
geographical extent of the parish. Dated “12 May, 1614,12 James I“ is the second 
document archived under reference HAS B/16. The catalogue detail is: 
 
(1)  John Whittington of Notgrove, co. Glos. Esq., 
(2)  Francis Corne of Broughton, co. salop, gent. 
(3)  Thomas Bennet the younger, citizen and alderman 
       Of London and now one of the Sheriffs of London. 
 
Consideration:  £650 paid to the first party by the third party. 
 
The capital messsuage and tenement called the Court of Erdisland in which 
William Whittington lately lived in Erdisland…with all houses etc. used with it, and 
all that water corn mill near adjoining the capital messuage, with all “weares” 
etc., and several parcels of arable land meadows, leases etc., in Erdisland al 
Earesland and Pembridge, as follows: - 
 
       A variety of paths could be explored via this one extract. The one I choose is 
that which visits the messuage/tenement which, in 1614, had lately been 
inhabited by William Whittington.  
 
       This path leads us back to the year 1576, when, dated 23rd November, the 
first document archived at HAS B/16, which details a Bargain and Sale enrolled, 
under the terms of which Thomas Hanford of Wollashull, Worcestershire, esq., 
and Kenard Delaber of Sowtham, co. Gloucester, gent. sold to William 
Whittington, gent., one of the sons of Alexander Whittington, gent., of Hom Lacy 
co. Herefs., esq., for the sum of £400: 
       The property purchased by Whittington was: 
 All that capital house of the manor of Eardisland at Earsland with appurtenants, 
the site of the manor and all demesne lands, profits, commodities, emoluments 
and hereditaments with their appurtenants belonging to the site or used or 
occupied with it, now in tenure of John Wever, gent, by lease made by Queen 
Mary for a period yet enduring. 
And all houses, edifices, buildings, meadows, pastures, moors, feedings, 
commons, lands, tenements and hereditaments in the Lordship of Eardisland now 
in the occupation of John Wever and to the site of the said manor and demesne 
lands only belonging, and used or occupied with the same. And all woods, 
underwoods on the premises. And the reversion of the premises. 
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Reserved to the grantor - free access to one parcel of the premises called the Olde 
Hill Howse in Eardisland for keeping the Courts of the Leet and Courts Baron there 
twice a year at their will and pleasure. Also, the issues, fines, perquisites and 
profits of the Courts. 
       This catalogue description produces new paths down which it will be 
interesting to ramble. Where they will lead is not clear. 
       The first such path is signposted to…capital house of the manor of Eardisland. 
A very short walk. With little if any uncertainty, at that date this was present day 
Court House Farm, opposite the Dovecote, which did not itself exist in 1576. 
There was a dovecot then, but not on the site of the present survival, which 
dates from the late 17th or early 18th century.                                        
       But time now to return to the 21st century, to the early months of 2018, 
when some of the other paths suggested by this 1576 document will be 
identified and explored.  

George Alderson, gwawestwayes@btinternet.com  
         
PEGGY OLAUSEN: MEMORIES OF EARDISLAND BETWEEN THE WARS: AN 
APPRECIATION 
 
     Stories about the changing social history of the parish during the 20th century 
have come largely from those who lived in that period, and were key witnesses 
regarding people and events that affected village life. One marvellous 
correspondent was Peggy Olausen who eventually left the village to live in New 
Zealand. She returned occasionally, and I was fortunate to meet her in 1993, with 
her husband Bob, when they came to a meeting of our Oral History Group. They 
duly provided a fascinating evening of discussion in the White Swan in October of 
that year. Thereafter, I received further regular information by letter or email. I 
was sad to learn recently that Peggy had died aged 94.   
     Peggy Olausen (nee Watkins) was one of the oldest members of the Eardisland 
community. She retained a great love of the village having many fond and 
detailed memories which she was happy to share in correspondence. It was 
fortunate that the Oral History Group had, around that time, started work 
recording those with memories of the social changes that had occurred over their 
lifetimes and those of parents or grandparents. It was at that first meeting in 
1993 that I heard her memories of village life and Bob’s extraordinary wartime 
exploits at the battle of the River Plate.  The following day, Peggy introduced me 
to others she knew in the village at that time, who were mainly of her 
generation, including Mary and Bill Blatchford. They, too, were keen to provide 
information and to my astonishment produced a cricket score book for the 
Eardisland Club of the 1930s and 40s, and a document outlining fascinating 
details of a long forgotten local custom, known as the ‘Burning of the Bush’. This 
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duly gave rise to further investigations into the lost customs and traditions of 
Eardisland by the history group.     
      I often come across in a file, one of many airmail letters that Peggy wrote to 
me in her beautiful hand, always containing some interesting recollection or 
detail which would otherwise have been over looked. She was obviously well 
taught in the village school by Tommy Wood and Mrs Davies which she attended 
from 1929. She became equally good in keeping in contact in more recent years 
when she mastered email and I knew that any question I posed would soon be 
answered. She was a fund of very important detail since there were so few of her 
generation left to speak to. It was a great privilege to be able to keep in contact 
with her.   
     There is always a feeling of “I wish we had started interviewing people sooner” 
– but I believe we have been fortunate to have recorded Peggy and others of her 
generation on tape (mainly between 1993-97) and to have received other details 
subsequently by correspondence about the social changes which they witnessed 
whilst living in the village. In the same way Bob Olausen’s first-hand account of 
his role in helping in the attack on the Graf Spee was important to record. 
     Peggy was born 1924 and lived in Crabtree House in Lime Lane and later in The 
Elms in the village centre.  At our first meeting she recalled her first day at school 
(which her own children later attended). Whilst the use of the building has 
changed, the layout is much the same. There were two classrooms to 
accommodate as many as between 50 and 100 children each day at various times 
in its history. The children were divided by age into two categories. The youngest 
used ‘the Small Room’ (taught by Mrs Davies) and they graduated into the ‘Big 
Room’, in which there was an open fire, the fumes of which did bring lessons to 
an abrupt close when the wind was blowing in the wrong direction. Tom Wood 
was the teacher of this group and was in the school as Head from 1901-1940. 
     She explained, “I started at Eardisland School after the Easter break of 1929. 
Mrs Davies assigned her daughter Rachel to look after me. Rachel was such a kind 
little mother, (as her own mother was) and she really took me under her wing”.  
(Mrs Davies was the other teacher in the school and taught there from 1914 until 
1946. She was the wife of the village postmaster and lived in Adlen House, the 
original post office). Peggy said, “I recall one of the first things we did in school 
was to write on the slates that were all round the class room, as we called the 
'Little Room’. The smell of the place, chalks and the dusters to clean the slates, 
remains with me still….The children I particularly remember there at that time 
were Gwen and Ella Rogers; Barbara Mainwaring; Gladys Price; Mary and Bob 
Weir and Gwynne Price.”  (Peggy often spoke of him as one of her 
contemporaries who also subsequently became a war hero. Aged 19 he was the 
flight engineer crew member of a Lancaster bomber and flew many missions. He 
later volunteered for the Pathfinder Force, whose planes flew ahead of the 
bombers to drop flares to indicate targets, an exceptionally dangerous duty. He 
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survived the war having completed 28 operations on Lancasters, 11 with 195 
Squadron and 17 as a Pathfinder. He was awarded the Air Force Medal in 1947 
and was promoted to Squadron Leader in 1960.) 
     Peggy reminisced happily about her school days, recalling the occasion she 
first moved into the Big Room “in which all the older children were held in awe; 
not forgetting the famous headmaster, Tommy Wood. The sound of his voice 
booming through the school scared us stiff (especially on my first day in the 'big 
world’). But later I was to learn that Tom Wood could be very kind. In fact, I grew 
to be quite fond of him. He taught us well; we were all fortunate to have both 
these teachers to build our foundations for life ahead. I have always been grateful 
for my start in life given me at Eardisland School”. Following a talk given by the 
history group in April 2017 at which some photos of school children in the 1930s 
were displayed – with many names missing, Peggy was asked if she recognised 
any. Sure enough a letter to her resolved the problem and she was able to 
complete them for us. Her memory never failed. 
     Peggy later left to attend the Grammar School in Leominster having been 
awarded a Whittington scholarship. This enabled her to attend the Grammar 
School in Leominster for three years free of charge; and her parents paid for the 
final three years. She remembered that on her last day in Eardisland School 
Queen Mary came through the village in a motorcade to every child’s 
excitement. She explained that “Tommy Wood and Mrs Davies had us all lined up 
in our best 'bib and tucker' beside the war memorial. Mabel Rogers was to 
present the Queen with a bouquet of lavender from Burton Court and I had to 
escort her as she was quite young. So, there we waited, having practised 
curtsying for days before hand; and what happened? The Queen's car was 
stopped on top of the bridge to see the lovely views, I suppose. It then sailed past 
us with never a look! Talk about anti-climax. We were so disappointed, especially 
poor Mabel. But I believe a letter of apology was received later.” 
     Peggy’s father was in charge of the village Home Guard during the war (having 
survived the first war).  She told a story of an event that occurred one night when 
there was an air raid alert. Her father had been out on patrol; on his way home to 
The Elms, he heard voices coming from the ditch in our field.  Peggy said “So, he 
went to investigate; to his surprise he found Mr and Mrs Frank Stead, who ran the 
shop in the centre of the village, hiding in the ditch. Fortunately, it was quite dry. 
He shone his torch and saw them huddled together. They had no air raid shelter 
at that time and chose that as the best place for cover. He wasn’t sure who was 
the most frightened.” She went on: “On the same night the big Bramley apples 
were falling off the trees in the orchard. It was a still night and now and again 
there was this sound, almost like people creeping. I was about 15 or 16 then and I 
was scared stiff. The phone had been ringing in the night raising the alarm and I 
was sure the noise was made by enemy soldiers in the orchard creeping up on us. 
My sister was asleep in another bed and I put my head under the bed clothes. I 
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can recall the awful feeling of fear. Then I heard my father come back in and 
recall the tremendous sense of relief.”  
     Another wartime memory Peggy had was the day the evacuees arrived from 
Liverpool. She said that she was among the older girls in the village who had to 
help distribute the children round the village. “We were going to have one at our 
house and I spied this lovely little boy in a red suit. So, I grabbed him and went to 
the billeting officer and said ‘I want to have this one’.  But the person in charge 
said “Oh, he's got a brother and they cannot be separated. They are four and 
eight years old.  I replied, ‘‘I’ll take him too, we have plenty of room..'' So, we had 
the two, Peter and Gerald Cook. Their parents used to visit them from time to 
time. We all got on well.” 
     Another unusual memory which she provided (and not mentioned by any 
other interviewee) was that concerned with cooking lessons she attended in 
what was then the village “Reading Room.” (This was in the Old Grammar School 
on the bridge. The Reading Room had been provided by the Clowes family in 
1876; it became the village library, a place for playing cards, a social meeting 
place for mothers with young children and it seems, for teaching cookery skills. It 
was even used by the Air Gun Club at one stage). Peggy also spoke of “the lovely 
Christmas parties which Laurie Greenhough used to have at Staick House for all 
the school children. Later on, the parties were held in The Cross Inn in an upstairs 
room. My father used to fetch the beer barrels from the railway station at 
Kingsland for Mr Mewies at the Swan Inn, in a Model T Van. He had one of the 
first motor vehicles in Eardisland at that time. Previously, this work was carried 
out by Cabby Williams with his horse and cart (being the grandfather of Mrs 
Nancy Price whose father ran the Grocers Shop on the river bank..”).  
    It was apparent that Peggy had a wonderful memory of her time in the village 
growing up between the wars. She was able to give interesting information about 
village characters, teachers shop keepers and publicans.  “Before the Mewies 
family and before my time, too, The White Swan was owned by the Protheroe 
family. They had a niece Florrie Jenkins whom they had looked after from 
childhood. She went to Eardisland School before the first war. The family then 
went to live in a little wooden bungalow on the left as you go to Legions Cross; 
they lived there until they died and Florrie looked after them.” (This property has 
in recent times been replaced by a modern residence on the same site). Florrie 
lived until aged 101”. Peggy said, “The people at The Swan I did know were Mrs 
Bishop and her family. She had a daughter Bobby; she came to school with 
me...Around the same time the Kay family were living in and running The Cross. 
This pub was used to facilitate the football team that played on the Cricket 
Meadow; it served as their changing room and club meeting place. (This field 
became the village sports field from about 1866 when the Clowes family of 
Burton Court provided it for cricket (including pavilion), football and tennis. She 
recalled being taught to play tennis on the courts in the Cricket Meadow. Sadly, 
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the Tennis and Football Clubs ceased in about 1939. The cricket club continued 
until more recent times but on other grounds. Interestingly, some of the names 
she mentioned appeared in the score book of the cricket club provided by Bill 
Blatchford). 
     Like others of her generation she remembered occasional meetings with Mrs 
Clowes of Burton Court. Peggy said “Mrs Clowes looked very elegant on her black 
horse, riding side saddle. My Dad had a little story about how he met her in Lyme 
Lane riding on her horse. She asked him what his war record was. He told her he 
had served, and she said, In that case, "I wish you well.” Peggy remembered that 
the children in school were always frightened of a visit from her because she was 
a very tall imposing woman, dressed in black, her horse was black and they 
assumed she had come to complain about them, whereas often she was bringing 
a prize of some kind. 
     Peggy married Bob Olausen in 1943. Bob, at the age of 17 had joined the New 
Zealand navy as a gunner. On his first mission he found himself playing a role in 
the destruction of the German battleship, the Graf Spee in 1939, in the battle of 
the River Plate. He provided the Oral History Group with a vivid and dramatic 
account. His ship, the Achilles was sent with two others, HMS Ajax and HMS 
Exeter to attack and sink or disable the great German battleship. It was 
unforgettable to hear his extraordinary story and how the drama played out 
successfully, when he observed the enemy ship scuttled following the battle.  
     One sad event she recalled was that of Donald Clayton, named on the war 
memorial, who at the age of 17 was lost on Friday 23rd October 1943 aboard HMS 
Charybdis when his ship was sunk in the English Channel. Peggi said, “I well 
remember Donald Clayton he was at Eardisland School with me; he was about 3 
years younger. It was a very sad ending for him we were all very upset at the 
time. Mrs Barrington who fostered him had two other sons Lewis and Cyril who 
were older than Donald. We never knew Donald’s birth family. But he was a nice 
boy, a strong little character. Makes one realise what a terrible waste of life war 
is.” 
     In her reminiscences Peggy recalled that many of the scarce items for most 
people in the country were often readily available to people in this parish. She 
remembered visiting Rhydimoor Farm, for example, “to obtain butter made by 
Mrs Thomas, together with eggs and milk. Since many people had pigs and fowls 
in their gardens there was no shortage of meat either, and of course cider was 
always plentiful...”  
     It was clear that Peggy retained a great love and affection for the Eardisland 
that she knew as a youngster and was pleased to be able to add to its social 
history whenever asked to do so. She wrote in one letter “It’s fascinating to 
picture everything as it used to be all that time ago.. it’s funny how I sometimes 
remember long forgotten things in the middle of the night...I love this village. I 
really do love it..”                                                                                               Paul Selfe 
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IT WAS 20 YEARS AGO TODAY . . . 
 
When I came to write this short piece, about the magazine twenty years ago 
exactly, I delved into the files and found edition 46, January 1998. Opening this 
slim volume, the first piece I saw was the announcement of Bob Olausen’s death 
(see previous page) – how extraordinary! 
 Otherwise, it is very noticeable how far things have come in 20 years in 
terms of the production. The then editor, Peter Glenn, used the ‘type and paste’ 
method, using a very ancient typewriter: yes, in 1998. Various contributors typed 
or word-processed their contributions, which meant that the font was all over 
the place and articles were often not square on the page. Now, the whole 
magazine is digital with a much higher level of consistency in the format. 
 Articles have got much longer; Peter’s editorial was just seventeen 
words. Of course, you may not regard this as a good thing, but the current 
magazine does offer some quality reading on top of the usual news items and 
diary items. Edition No. 46 didn’t have a diary at all, although the church services 
were printed. This may well be that there is much more happening now in 
comparison. 
 I do not recall when I first met Peter Glenn, but my toe-hold in the 
magazine started by word-processing some copy for him, and I recognise some 
parts that I processed from the style; these mark the transition to the digital era 
for the now Eardisland Parish Magazine – nee ‘The Eardisland Parish News’  

Chris Bivand 
 
 
EARDISLAND WEATHER REPORT 
 

The weather for November: after a flood warning on the 
22nd, the river rose to 21 inches after being low all year. 
The total rain for the month was 68mm (2.67 inches). 
Temperatures ranged from -3 to 15C, barometer 
pressures from 29.01 to 30.06. 

 The weather for December saw an early snowfall of between 7 to 12 
inches on the 9th and 10th - the total rainfall was 66mm (2.60 inches). 
Temperatures ranged from – 12C at night to 13C daytime. Barometer pressures 
ranged from 28.76 to 30.04. The river rose to 34 inches on the 14th. 
 These rainfall figures, compared with 2016, are November 106mm (4.17 
inches), Dec 35mm (1.37 inches). Total rainfall for 2016 was 774mm 
(30.49inches) and 2017, 689mm (27.14 inches). 

 
Doug Tantrum reporting from Kingfisher House 

 

T
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