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Eardisland Duck Races, Sunday 26th August 2018. The weather was more suited to 

the ducks than the race-goers! 



2 
 

In this issue: 

Index/Editorial 2 Village Show 18 

Village Diary 3 Church Matters 19 

Obituary – Michael Boulton 4 Open Gardens 21 

Parish Council Report 7 Size of Herefordshire 22 

Letter to the Editor 9 Eardisland In Bloom 23 

Pride in Our Village 10 Craft Fair 23 

Eardisland Community Shop 11 Threat to Mortimer Forest 23 

Eardisland Village Hall 12 A Surprising Find 24 

Craft Fair 13 Eardislandiana 29 

Eardisland Village Band Ceilidh 14 Leominster Museum 32 

Mortimer Medical Practice 15 Lion Ballroom 32 

Eardisland W.I. 15 Eardisland Weather Report 33 

Children’s Allotment 16 Contacts and data statement 44 

WW1 Victory Supper 17   

 
EDITORIAL 
 
In three articles in this magazine: the Parish Council report, Mark Hicks’ letter, 
and the Footpath Officers report, the serious issue of dog mess is highlighted. 
However, this has escalated to the point where a member of the village 
community has been physically assaulted. The police have been informed and are 
investigating. Clearly, this is entirely unacceptable, and I sincerely hope that dog 
owners will take their responsibilities to remove their dog’s mess seriously. 
Assault is a different matter completely and a matter for criminal prosecution. 

On a happier note, every year I publish Christmas messages in the 
November edition in lieu of sending cards to friends and neighbours in the parish 
– the money saved goes to a charity of your choice. Please let me have your 
message, if you wish to take part, together with the charity (not the amount of 
your contribution). 
 As promised in the last edition, I have published the obituary for 
Michael Boulton, written by Lady Anya Sainsbury – please see page 4. I am 
grateful for her permission to use this interesting eulogy. 
 The Parish Council has agreed the publication dates for the Eardisland 
Parish Magazine for 2019. These are with the Village Diary on page 3. 
 After one of the hottest years on record, the weather has well and truly 
broken, with rain and chilly nights. Doug’s weather report puts the statistics in 
perspective. 

Congratulations to Emma Reddock, who is now Emma Weatherall, with 
husband Owen. 

Chris Bivand 
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EARDISLAND PARISH DIARY 
 

Wednesday 26th September Village Hall AGM – page 12 

Wednesday 10th October Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 
PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF DATE 

Sunday 7th October Harvest Service, page 21 

Saturday 13th October Craft Fair, pages 13/23 

Saturday 20th October Pumpkin Picking, page 16 

Friday 26th October Ceilidh, VH, page 14 

Friday 2nd November Magazine Copy Date 

Saturday 10th November WW1 Victory Supper, page 17 

Friday 16th November Magazine probable distribution date 

Thursday 22nd November Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

 
 
EARDISLAND PARISH MAGAZINE DATES - 2019 

 

Copy Date Probable Distribution Date 

Friday 4th January 2019 Friday 18th January 

Friday 1st March 2019 Friday 15th March 

Friday 3rd May 2019 Friday 17th May 

Friday 5th July 2019 Friday 19th July 

Friday 6th September 2019 Friday 20th September 

Friday 1st November 2019 Friday 15th November 

 
 

 
Regularly: 
 
Share a Care – last Thursday of the month 
 
Please note that the magazine is normally distributed around two weeks after 
the copy date, if all goes smoothly. It may be the case that the time scale is 
longer than this. If you wish to advertise an event, please bear in mind that it is 
generally better to advertise well in advance and put a brief reminder nearer the 
date. 

 
For the latest information on events (or cancellation), please visit the Eardisland 

Community Website: www.eardisland.org.uk   

http://www.eardisland.org.uk/


4 
 

MICHAEL JOHN BOULTON, 3rd April 1930 – 30th June 2018 
 
By Lady Anya Sainsbury C.B.E. 

 
When Michael was three years old he had the 
extraordinarily good luck to be adopted by a 
remarkable woman who wanted a child to 
bring up and to be able to give him a life which 
would offer many doors and opportunities.  
  In those days a single woman could 
adopt a child and Maude Boulton would visit 
the orphanage in Chelmsford where she lived, 
and, on this particular occasion, amongst the 
children there, a little boy came up to her and 
held on to her skirt. The choice was made.  

 As Michael grew up, Maude realised that a child, particularly if he was a 
boy, would need a ‘father figure’. I think she must have heard about a 
progressive school called Summerhill, founded and run by a wonderful man 
called A.S.Neill in Leiston, Suffolk. A large part of the ethos of the school was that 
children had ‘rights’ and needed freedom to express themselves. 
 Mike went there when he was 8 or 9 and he flourished there. He made 
wonderful friends, many of whom later became potters, painters, writers, 
illustrators (of children’s books), and a good few remained friends till the end.  
 During the war, Summerhill was evacuated into the slate mountains of 
North Wales in a place called Ffestiniog and Maude went up with the school to 
become their cook.  
 Then one day someone told her that they thought Michael had a feel for 
dance and encouraged her to send him for an audition at Sadler’s Wells Theatre 
in London. This was where Ninette de Valois had set up a ballet school and a 
ballet company was to follow.  
 Maude didn’t hesitate and even though Michael, who was now about 
13, had never seen a ballet he was made to stand at the barre, just in his 
underpants, behind a student and told to “copy everything she did “.... Then he 
was asked to come forward onto the floor and do some jumping. By the end, 
Madame de Valois told Maude that Michael could have a scholarship to join the 
ballet school at Sadler’s Wells Theatre. 

So, Maude bought a large ramshackle house in Hornsey Lane, North 
London with 17 bedrooms, did it up and let out the rooms to many of the 
students from the ballet school, as well as singers from the opera company at the 
theatre. Some years later, Mike began dancing on the stage in some of the opera 
ballets. From this moment the die was cast and his career had begun, and in 1946 
he became a founder member of the original Sadler’s Wells Theatre Ballet. 
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 Then came a 2-year interruption when Mike was called up to do his 
National Service in the Army, which he did between the ages of 20 and 22.  In an 
extraordinary way, Mike took on this completely new challenge without any 
resentment and, on the whole, really enjoyed the experience, because it showed 
him such a different side of life and different sorts of people.  
 “Madame”, as de Valois was known to her dancers, would write to Mike 
regularly. When he returned, still in good shape, he jumped straight back into the 
company and even danced the role of Blue Boy in the skating ballet, “Les 
Patineurs” within weeks of returning to the stage. 

In classical ballet companies there is usually at least one, or several male 
soloists ... known for their virtuoso techniques…usually of medium height; they 
jump high, turn fast, and have brilliant beats and footwork.  These are Virtuoso 
dancers who dance roles requiring these qualities and Mike certainly ranked as 
one of the best.  
 The Blue Bird solo, which comes from “Sleeping Beauty “, and the 
cheeky, show-off Blue Boy skater in “Les Patineurs“by Sir Frederick Ashton, were 
two of Mike’s roles and perfect examples of the virtuoso solo.  

To give you an idea of the Blue Bird solo: first of all, the solo is less than 
one minute long, but unlike, say, a one-minute flat race on the ground, Blue Bird 
is all in the air, jumping that was made to look like flying.  Harijs Plucis, was the 
company’s wonderful Latvian ballet master who was given the job of preparing 
Mike for this hugely demanding role.  
 So, every day for weeks and weeks, Plucis would make Mike dance it 
three times consecutively till he was sometimes physically sick, but gradually the 
stamina built up and up till he was considered “ready”.  As Mike said about the 
performance, “It was like taking the lid off a pressure cooker!” 

I wonder if maybe that was why, when he bought his first car, it was a 
fast, (medium sized) sports car, called a Triumph TR3 and it was blue! 
 In 1951, I had graduated from the ballet school to join the main ballet 
company at Covent Garden.  A few years later Mike joined the main company as 
well and he and I became ‘an item’. We must have been together for 3 / 4 years 
and it was a happy, happy time…we lived with Maude in her house in Hornsey 
Lane, and in the summer holidays I introduced him to the tiny Welsh quarry 
village of Trefor in North Wales where my parents had a cottage overlooking the 
sea. Mike introduced me to Summerhill School, where we’d join in the summer 
“reunions” and meet Mike’s many friends and the wise and the wonderful A. S. 
Neill himself. 
 Michael was always a great support to me as a dancer and in my career.  
He was always clever with his hands and even built a small granite stone wall in 
Trefor as a shelter for his beloved TR3 (Triumph car) - and in the kitchen he 
taught me to make fantastic omelettes! 
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But above all, Michael loved the life of a dancer, not only because he 
loved dancing and the creative process and the excitement of new ballets, but 
because he loved being part of the ballet company which, particularly on tour, 
gave everyone the feeling of a huge family. Sharing the pleasures and sometimes 
the pains, which it entailed. 
 In 1959, when Mike gave up dancing after he married Margaret Hill, who 
was also a dancer and an extraordinary artiste, Mike started his own, successful, 
little business in office equipment, like copying machines, and became a father to 
their two children, a son called Mike and a daughter called Julia, both of whom 
he was very proud. Sadly, Margaret died and in 1978 he married Angela.  
 Angela has been the wonderfully good wife that Mike needed and 
brought him much happiness and helped him when he later set up a small 
decorating business and, amongst his regular clients, he worked for ex-dancers 
like Pamela May and Julia Farron which was a lovely way for Mike to keep up 
links with the Ballet! 
 The last few years saw Michael’s 
health decline, a virtuoso dancer a little 
ragged round the edges. But I don’t want to 
end on a sad note and I’ll tell you the story I 
heard a few days ago that proves Michael 
remained the great ‘optimist’ that he was all 
his life. Over the last few years, when 
Michael’s son, Mike, used to phone him to 
have a chat, and whenever he asked, “How 
are you Dad?”, Michael always answered, “I’m 
fine, I’m on the mend”. 
 And now what better place to be, 
than here in this beautiful part of England, which Michael had come to love so 
much, so near to Angela’s family home and a perfect resting place.  
 
I have reproduced this eulogy, given by Lady Anya Sainsbury at Michael’s funeral 
on Monday 23rd July, with minimum editing. I am very grateful to Anya for 
sending me a copy of her eulogy. The story tells so much not only about Michael, 
but also ballet – a ‘first’ for this magazine. It is worth remembering that Michael 
was an outstanding dancer during times that treated this art form with great 
suspicion for a man. Michael’s second wife, Angela, lived at Arrow Lawn as a child 
and they used to visit their holiday home, Arrow Side, whenever they could. Sadly, 
the frequency of their visits declined as Michael’s health deteriorated. Michael is 
buried in our churchyard, close to Robert Simpson, whose funeral was the 
previous week. 
 I greatly enjoyed Michael’s company and will miss him greatly.  

Chris Bivand 



7 
 

PARISH COUNCIL UPDATE: 
 
1. There has been a serious issue with dog fouling within the parish including a 

physical attack on someone who asked a dog walker to pick up dog faeces 

and put the dog on a lead as there were stock in the field. The verbal abuse 

and aggression to landowners and disregard of the law regarding the use of 

footpaths is completely unacceptable. Notices showing the legal route of a 

footpath and requests to clear up after your dog have been taken down. One 

landowner has reluctantly decided to fence the footpath over his land, as the 

only way to prevent abuse and trespass. The law and Countryside Code in 

relation to taking dogs onto footpaths is highlighted in the Parish Footpath 

Officer’s report on page 10. 

2. On the issue of dog fouling, the law is very clear. It is an offence not to pick up 

the faeces deposited by your dog. Failure 

to do this could result in a fixed penalty 

notice of £100 or a fine up to £1,000. 

3. The parish council receives numerous 

complaints about dog fouling and has 

now put up notices under the Public 

Spaces Protection Order. Removal of 

these notices without the consent of the 

parish council will be considered as 

criminal damage and followed up. 

4. Most dog owners in the parish are 

responsible. Please support the initiatives 

by continuing to pick up your dog’s faeces 

and encouraging those dog owners who 

do not. In a positive move to encourage 

dog owners, dispenser boxes with free dog poo bags will soon be provided in 

various places for those owners who find they do not have a bag with them. 

In addition, the shop has a supply of free dog poo bags. 

5. The Feasibility Study Working Group on the future of the village hall has 

submitted a request for advice to Herefordshire. This is not a planning 

application but a way of finding out whether the planning authority would 

support work being done to extend the hall or to replace the hall on an 

extended footprint, if these options were supported during the forthcoming 
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community consultation. If a formal offer of suitable land for a new hall and 

community housing was made, another request for advice would be made. So 

far, the only land that has been informally offered has had planning 

applications for the site rejected due to issues with access, flooding and 

drainage and it would not be possible to put a new hall, parking, community 

and possibly market housing on the site. The Feasibility Study Group have met 

with an architect to arrange some drawings for the community consultation, 

which hopefully will be before Christmas. 

6. As noted in July, in line with the GDPR, the PC is splitting the council part of 

the community website to a separate site at www.eardisland-pc.gov.uk which 

will go live on 18 September.  The new email addresses for the Councillors 

and Clerk will be available on the new website from that date.  

7. GDPR requires people to give positive consent for the parish council to hold 

personal data and to allow you to receive emails. If you have given consent to 

be alerted to new events in the parish and new items on the website (eg. PC 

agendas and minutes) on the current community website, your details will be 

added to the new parish council website for news alerts. Please contact the 

Clerk if you wish your name and data to be removed from this list.  

8. The following planning applications have been considered or noted in July 

and August:  P182309/F – Hinton Manor, Eardisland, HR6 9BG – Proposed 

variation of condition 4 of planning permission 143178 (Proposed conversion 

of agricultural barn to form agricultural worker dwelling, party barn and 

ancillary live in carer accommodation) to allow agricultural workers dwelling 

to be used as a Holiday Let (Retrospective) – Resolved unanimously to 

support as in conformity with NDP policies E16 and E17 and comment: 1. No 

further application for agricultural worker’s dwelling acceptable or supported, 

this unit has to revert to original use and permission; 2. Due to concerns 

raised about access, insist that paperwork given to users of unit explicit about 

narrowness of Lyme Lane and need to care for all users of road including 

visitors; 3. Condition that unit cannot be sold separately to farm; 4. Following 

applicant’s assurance that no change of use for other 2 units in barn will be 

applied for, condition to enforce this. P182073/F, Shobdon Airfield, Airfield 

Road, Shobdon, HR6 9NR – Retrospective application for free-fall parachuting, 

the operation will be for tandem and solo jumps – Resolved to support. 

NOTED P180894/F, Land at Eardisland, HR6 9BW – Proposed new dwelling 

(alternative design to approved, re: NW00/3287 and N120512/AM) – 

http://www.eardisland-pc.gov.uk/
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Withdrawn. Noted P182247/K, The Cross Inn, Eardisland, HR6 9BW – False 

acacia (T1) fell because root system affecting drainage system and lifting patio 

slabs (low amenity value) – Supported under Minor Planning Matters Policy. 

Noted P180190/F, White Swan, Eardisland, HR6 9BD – Proposed bed and 

breakfast accommodation comprising of 6 en-suite bedrooms within a 

detached weatherboard annex – Approved with conditions. Noted 

P180767/F, Arrowbank Caravan Park, Eardisland, HR6 9BG – Retrospective 

reconstruction of reception area and offices and associated works – Approved 

with conditions. Noted P180898/L, Toad Hall, Eardisland, HR6 9BE – Carry out 

repair works and install replacement windows following fire damage – 

Approved with conditions. 

9. The planned parish council meetings for 2018 are as follows:  WEDNESDAY 10 

October (note change of date and day), 22 November. Extra meetings will be 

held if required to meet deadlines for response to planning applications.  

10. All meetings, both planned and extra, are advertised on the parish notice 

boards and the website. Meetings are open to the public and a short time is 

allocated on the agenda to take questions or comments from parishioners, in 

line with the council’s standing orders. 

 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
 
Mark Hicks 
The Elms 
Eardisland 

Wednesday 15th August 2018 
 
Dear Sir, 
 
For a number of years villagers and non-villagers alike have abused their right to 
walk the footpath through our field by walking dogs not on leads when sheep have 
been in the fields, by leaving their dogs’ mess on the footpath and by ignoring the 
footpath altogether and roaming all over our fields.  

When we have tried, politely, to exercise our rights, we have been 
subjected to verbal abuse and sometimes, physical aggression. Recently both have 
increased significantly and today my wife Sally was assaulted after asking a dog 
walker to put her two dogs on leads, as there were sheep in the field, and 
additionally pointing out that she should be walking on the footpath.  



10 
 

We often walk our fields with our three grandsons ages 3 and 2 and intend 
to continue to do so. However, we do not intend to run the risk of them witnessing 
any unpleasantness, or worse. Therefore, I intend to fence the footpath off from 
our fields completely to deny walkers the opportunity to walk anywhere except 
where they are entitled to walk.  
 Until recently I mowed the footpath in an attempt to keep it well tended 
for users. I had to stop, as mowing dog faeces is not a pleasant experience and 
brings health risks. The bottom of our drive is also regularly used as a dog lavatory, 
with some considerate owners “scooping” the mess into bags before throwing 
them further up the drive. I will be installing CCTV cameras to provide evidence in 
an attempt to eradicate this disgustingly anti-social behaviour.   
 

Yours faithfully, 
 

Mark Hicks 
 

PRIDE IN OUR VILLAGE 
 
There have been many complaints about the amount of dog faeces in and around 
the village and it seems to be an ongoing issue. Following the efforts of 
responsible dog owners and the display of effective notices, the area around the 
recreation ground is now much cleaner, proving what can be done! 

Unfortunately some areas in the village 
have become hotspots for dog mess. This includes 
some residents’ drives and also the local footpaths, 
which are regularly used as dog lavatories. Some of 
the fouling may be attributed to dogs who are 
allowed to run free in the village and some to dogs 
whose owners do not carry poo bags and fail to 
clean up after their pets. It seems that most of the 
offending dog owners are local people who seem 
unaware of the rules and are giving more 
responsible dog owners a bad name. Visitors 
generally come from places where it is accepted 

practice to clear up after their dogs and they are seen to be carrying poo bags 
and keeping their dogs under control on leads. As some of the footpaths near the 
village have become quite unpleasant to walk, we decided to go beyond our 
duties and spent some time clearing up the mess on one of the worst affected 
paths. We should not have to do this and if everyone made the effort to remove 
their dogs’ excrement  it would be much better for everyone else, including us, 
who have better things to do on a Saturday afternoon! 
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Notices have been put up on the path from the centre of the village 
towards the Weir, because there is livestock in the fields to which the dog faeces 
poses a serious threat. An overriding concern of ours is that children regularly 
use this pathway and should, above all, not be exposed to serious health risks.  
The notices also draw attention to the fact that dogs should be under control at 
all times and ARE NOT MEANT TO LEAVE THE PATH. The country code makes this 
very clear. They should be under particularly strict control, preferably on a lead, if 
there is livestock in the fields. The only time dogs should be released from a lead 
near livestock is when there are inquisitive cows in the field which may pose a 
threat to a dog walker’s safety. It is then best to let the dog run free, drawing the 
cows away from the owner. This is the only time you should allow your dog to 
leave the path.  

We have confirmed the accuracy of these rules with the appropriate 
authorities and would hope that all dog owners will make every effort to follow 
them and to keep their dogs under control, while also making sure they clean up 
after them. ( A big thank you to those who are already doing this.) The beautiful 
countryside we are privileged to have on our doorsteps can then be enjoyed by 
everyone.  

Thank you for your cooperation. 
Sue Wallis and Jo Watson, Locality Footpath Officers 

 
EARDISLAND COMMUNITY SHOP 
 
A big thank you to our new volunteers! This will help relieve the pressure on the 
rota. 
 More volunteers are always welcome. Training and support is always 
available, there is no commitment, you can just do the odd hour here and there, 
but every little helps!  
 Don’t want to or are unable to serve in the shop but would still like to 
help and support the shop? There are many jobs that need doing behind the 
scenes. We are looking for someone to place orders with various suppliers when 
stocks run low, someone to read the electric meter once a month and ring the 
reading through to our supplier and someone to ring the shop, find out what 
bread and cakes are left and ring an order through to the bakers. This needs to 
be done at lunchtime on a Monday through to Friday. We are also looking for 
someone to take over the re-stocking at Bookers. There is no set pattern for this, 
just a trip there when the shop needs it. There are also various other small 
‘paperwork’ jobs, some weekly, others monthly or yearly. 
 If you think you might be able to help with any of the above, please 
contact the shop or email eardislandshop@gmail.com without obligation for 
further details.  

Margaret Milchard 

mailto:eardislandshop@gmail.com
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WHAT'S ON AT THE VILLAGE HALL  
 
Many of you will have visited the Village Hall since last month's report and seen 
the new paint, curtains and blinds in the big room.  The painting was mostly done 
by eight volunteers over two weekends with a couple of others helping where 
they could.  It was a lot of work, but we feel the results are well worth it, and 
there have been lots of positive comments. We have rearranged storage 
temporarily in the hope that a longer-term solution will be found soon. The next 
stage is to paint the entrance lobby, so all offers of help welcome once again!  
Paula's Blinds of Hereford completed a tricky installation of the new window 
dressings – the black-out effect is amazing so now we can at last consider 
screening films and illustrated talks without worrying about the light levels. 
 The Hall looked at its best decorated for and by the Village Show – 
particularly the floral and horticultural items.  It was great to see so many entries 
from both long-standing and new residents, including some of the caravan park 
community who have supported village events so well. Huge thanks to the 
organising committee who I know have had a trying year and produced a better 
than ever event in spite of it. 
 The Bank Holiday Duck Races went ahead despite the unseasonal 
weather and we were lucky enough to get a break in the rain long enough to run 
3 of the 4 planned races, including the Gold Cup.  Thank you so much to all who 
braved the weather to organise, set up and to support the event.  I was so miffed 
not to get time to buy tombola tickets!  Despite the favourably wet going the 
new ducks proved a little reluctant to leave the starting gate, but by next year 
they will all have been trained by experts and be a lot more lively, we are sure! 

Two big events coming up in the Hall – Friday 26 October the Village 
Band in conjunction with the Hall Committee will be putting on a Halloween 
Ceilidh – appropriate dress is encouraged - and Saturday 10th  November is the 
WW1 Centennial Commemoration Supper.  Hope to see you there! 

The Village Hall Management Committee AGM (at which officers are 
elected) originally scheduled for August has been postponed until 26th 
September.  Everyone is welcome to attend. 
o Saturday night event. 

PS. Particular thanks to the Organisers of Open Gardens who came to the rescue 
of a large group of caravanning visitors by sharing the Hall facilities with them 
over the Bank Holiday weekend. It was very much appreciated and saved their 
Saturday night event. 

Caroline Marsden 
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Eardisland Quality Craft 

and Produce Fair 

 

Saturday 13th October 
10am – 4.00pm 

 

54 quality stalls 

St. Mary’s Church & grounds Eardisland 

Food available from 9am in the village hall 

 

The Big Breakfast 
until 11am followed by 

tea, coffee and cakes 

 

Barbeque from 12pm 
Admission just £1 to include 

a free hot drink. 

 
Plenty of free parking available. 

Proceeds to Eardisland in Bloom and Eardisland PCC 

 

 

 
 
 



14 
 

 

In aid of Eardisland Village Hall: Registered Charity No: 1108366 
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MORTIMER MEDICAL PRACTICE PATIENT PARTICIPATION GROUP (PPG) 
 
The seasonal flu vaccination sessions will be held from mid-October. All those 
eligible will be receiving a letter inviting them to the sessions. Following the 
recent visit from the CQC (Care Quality Commission) the Practice had an overall 
very good report and several areas of best practice were highlighted. The 
inspectors were not happy with the fact medications were dispensed before the 
repeat prescriptions were signed. The Practice has had to change the way these 
are dealt with. So, from 1st July patients have been asked to allow 48 hours 
before collecting their medications. 

For those unaware the Practice no longer offers ear syringing. If anyone 
has had any concerns over this, please contact me. As a PPG we feel this needs to 
be addressed as several people in Yarpole have found that this service being 
withdrawn has created a problem. 

My contact number is  01544 387685. 
Diane Lee 

 
EARDISLAND W.I.  
 
Many thanks to Ruth Miller for hosting our "Garden Party" in July. The weather 
was incredible, and it was great to be able to sit outside under the veranda. The 
bring and share food was delicious and the liquid refreshment superb! As for the 
quiz, well perhaps we were a bit "After Our Sell by Date" but we had fun no less! 
Thanks to Wendy Priday for the super special 80th Birthday cake which she made 
especially for our newest octogenarian, and, yes, the candles were blown out 
before the risk of fire! We were joined by Alison Lord our newest W.I. Adviser 
and an enjoyable time was had by all. 
 In August, we took a break but in September our talk by David Barrie, 
"By Steam to Shangri-La" will have taken place so will report in the next issue. On 
8th October at 7p.m. in the back room of the village hall, Carole Millen's subject 
is, "History of the English Language" and she assures us it will not be boring! 
 November 12th will be our Annual Meeting and the competition is a 
Christmas Card so get those "crafty" fingers working! 
 If you are new to the village or have not yet tried W.I. then give us a 
chance you will be made very welcome.  Contact the secretary details below or 
just come along on the night. 
 

Mavis Tantrum (Secretary)  
 01544 387972 

  



16 
 

EARDISLAND CHIILDREN’S ALLOTMENT 
 
The Eardisland Children’s Allotment 
was set up in March 2012 with 
funding from a Herefordshire 
Community Pride Grant and 
additional support from The 
Eardisland Community Shop 
Community Fund. 

The previous year a group 
of children had planted and tended 
vegetables in pots outside the 
village hall as part of ‘Eardisland in 
Bloom’ and it was such a success 
that it was felt that the children 
(and adults) would enjoy having a 
larger space to garden in. 

The allotment was planned 
so that it would enable children in 
the Parish of Eardisland to 
experience how to grow their own 
vegetables and fruit. The allotment 
is open, free of charge, to all 
children in the parish accompanied 
by a parent at any time. 
 Over the years we have 
had many kind donations of 
equipment (a greenhouse, paving 
slabs, wood for raised beds, 
furniture, trees and fruit bushes, 
tools and pots) from local people 
and businesses, and enjoyed the 
continued support of the E-Team 
who help prepare the plot at the 
start of the year and tuck it up at 
the end. Ongoing funding has come 
from Eardisland in Bloom and the 
Parish Council. We’re also grateful 
to Nicola Giles who keeps the grass 
mown and water supply topped up.  

 Over the past 7 years we 
have had about 60 Saturday 
morning sessions at the allotment, 
probably averaging 10 children each 
time, with accompanying adults. 
We’ve done a massive variety of 
activities including; planting trees, 
building bug-hotels, making 
scarecrows, sowing and potting on 
seeds, pond-dipping, butterfly 
counting, digging mud pits, picking 
raspberries, eating homemade 
pesto, lighting fires, planting 
potatoes, finding toads, making 
pumpkin soup, barbequing 
sweetcorn, running around, picking 
flowers and eating strawberries. 
Not forgetting a fair bit of weeding 
and composting.  
 Unfortunately, we’ve 
recently heard that the allotment 
plots are being returned to grazing 
at the end of this year. This will 
mean that the pumpkin picking and 
pumpkin soup on Saturday 20th 
October will be the final session at 
the ‘Oak View’ site. All children (of 
any age) are welcome to come 
down and pick the last of the 
produce and join in the fun. 

We’re hoping that it will be 
possible to carry on what the 
allotment does elsewhere in the 
village next year. 

 
Ben Woodcock 
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A massive thank you to everyone who supported this year’s Village Show. We 
had a spectacular turn out with over 70 people entering - fantastic! 
This year the section awards went to... 

 
Cookery- Sarah Makings 
Drinks- Chris Bivand 
Floral Art- Mavis Tantrum 
Craft- Sue Risden 
Horticulture Div 1- Diana Palmer 
Horticulture Div 2- Harris 
Woodcock 
Photography- Chris Bivand 
Art- Alex Atkinson  
Under 5s- Elsa Alexova 
5- 10- Mariella Cordlin 
11-16- Anna Watson 
 
The overall junior winner was 
Charlie Wilde. 
The overall show winner was Alex 
Atkinson.  
 
A huge congratulations to the 
trophy winners, and indeed 
everyone who entered this year’s 
show. As ever, our focus is on fun 

and we want everyone to feel involved. If there’s a class that you’d like to see 
next year then please do let us know!  

Jo South  
jo.evhmc@yahoo.com 

mailto:jo.evhmc@yahoo.com


19 
 

CHURCH MATTERS 

 
Priest-in-Charge:  Rev. Julie Read. The Rectory, Kingsland. 
    07826 194400, rev.julie@btinternet.com 
    01568 708255 
 
Churchwardens   Beryl Hoda. Arrow Lawn, Eardisland. 
      01544 388131 
                                                Dian Cope. Downome, Eardisland. 
                                                 01544 388317 
   
Lay Co-Chair:                      Richard Kirby  01544 388810  
Treasurer:         Mike Coleburn  01544 388486 
Organist:           Annette Blyth 01544 388241 
PCC Secretary:   Liz Lever  01544 388157 
 
SERVICES AT CHURCH OF ST MARY THE VIRGIN, EARDISLAND 
 
 

 

Sunday 23rd September 

9.30 am Holy Communion with Canon 
John Simpson 

Eardisland 

 

Sunday 30th September 

4.30 pm Choral Evensong with The Very 
Revd. Michael Tavinor 
(no service in Eardisland) 

Kingsland 
 

 

Sunday 7th October 

9.30 am  Harvest Festival Holy 
Communion with Refreshments 

Eardisland 

 

Sunday 14th October 

9.30 am Morning Prayer Eardisland 

 

Sunday 21st October 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

 

mailto:rev.julie@btinternet.com
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FROM REV. JULIE READ 
 
We have had one of those glorious summers – Open Gardens in Eardisland had a 
stunning Saturday and thanks to all those who helped by opening their gardens, 
or by manning the hall and serving refreshments, and for the third year now we 
have gone on a Safari of Services across the group. The service in Eardisland was 
very special - a Taize Service with the music from Burgundy in France that forms 
the bedrock of the space for thought and prayer. This year we were joined by a 
group of United Reformed Christians staying at the Caravan park and it was good 
to share with those from other parts of the country and find out about their faith. 

You may have noticed in church a new display with the stories of three 
of our flock and their journeys of faith. It is under the heading “We believe “ and 
shows the standard words about faith that we use in the creeds and the different 
ways in which we can experience that. I am grateful to those who have put pen 
to paper and there is a book in which you can share your own experiences, both 
good and perhaps the difficulties that you have found on the way. 

At the Taize service I brought along the oil for anointing and healing. 
Anointing is very special - it marks out the loved of God and many came forward 
for anointing. Kings and Queens are anointed at their coronations, those who 
come to be baptised are anointed and those confirmed by the bishop are 
anointed. Laying on of hands and anointing are part of the treasure chest of the 
Church and something that in recent years has been neglected in the ministry of 
the Church. The Bishop commissioned the Dean 5 years ago to do something 

Sunday 28th October 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

 

Tuesday 30th October 

7.00pm Confirmation Service with 
The Bishop of Hereford 

Kingsland 
 

 

Sunday  4th November 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

 

Sunday 11th November 

10.45 am 
(Meet at the War 
Memorial) 
 

Remembrance Sunday 
Commemorating the 100th 
Anniversary of the end of 
World War I  

Eardisland 
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about this and so it is gradually coming back into the pews. Keep your eyes out 
for the next service of this kind, it is special and restoring.  

The Bishop and the Dean are visiting our group of parishes over the next 
couple of months. The Dean is preaching at Evensong on the 30th September at 
4.30pm in Kingsland Church and it is for all the churches in our group so do come 
along, because not only that but the Cathedral Choir are coming to sing! One of 
the parishioners from Aymestrey Alec Douthwaite sings in the Cathedral Choir so 
we will be doubly blessed. Do put the date in the diary! Then the bishop is 
coming to Kingsland Church on Tuesday 30th October at 7pm for a Confirmation 
Service for the deanery. If you have never been confirmed and would like to 
speak to me, we can have a chat about that. There is no set age to be 
confirmed….. when you have an understanding and desire to say yes – 
Christianity is my faith then you are well on the way. 

The harvest service is on Sunday 7th October at 9.30am. An opportunity 
to support your local farmers in thanksgiving and prayer, to get an honest report 
of the harvest after this long hot summer, and to give thanks to God who gives 
the growth and the wonder of creation that needs being thankful for. 

A busy Autumn as always. Hope to see you on my travels around the 
group of parishes. 

Every blessing Julie 
 
EARDISLAND OPEN GARDENS - BANK HOLIDAY WEEKEND, AUGUST 2018 
 
Yes, the weather could have been kinder particularly on the Sunday, but a paying 
visitor attendance of over 240 to view the 9 gardens over the weekend was 
excellent.  The gardens, which varied from the large splendid examples, to the 
small cottage gardens so typical of our stunning riverside village, gave our visitors 
something special to enjoy.  Our gardeners certainly did an outstanding job 
presenting gardens of the highest standard, which at the end of such a testing 
summer, we must all applaud.   
 As most of you will know, the money raised from the Open Gardens 
weekend goes to support the continuing functioning of our Church, St Mary the 
Virgin.  This year we raised over £2,600 which, after the payment of expenses, 
will leave a sum in the region of £2,400 to go towards meeting something of the 
£22,000 which it takes to keep the church doors open in any normal year. 
Obviously, many villagers contributed in so many ways towards making the 
weekend the undoubted success it was, so in no particular order I would like to 
thank: 
*The garden owners who put in so much hard work to present the outstanding 
gardens without which we could not have this event. 
*The many volunteers who sold entrance and raffle tickets over the 3 days. 
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*The volunteers who provided and served such tempting cakes with morning 
coffees and afternoon teas; no mean feat over a three-day event.  
*The team who worked in the background on signs, publicity and general 
administration. 
*The individuals and organizations who sponsored draw prizes and other costs 
including catering. 
And, of course, a big, big thank you to all those who turned out to make the 
event the success it was. 

Richard Kirby (Lay Co Chair Eardisland PCC) 
 
SIZE OF HEREFORDSHIRE 
 
I have become very interested in a fine project set up in Herefordshire which is 
supporting 2 peoples, the Wampis and the Awajun who live in the Amazon 
rainforest of Peru after an inspiring evening some months ago when a man from 
this area came to Hereford to talk simply about his life and that of his 
community. Their lands are under threat from those who would claim them to 
prospect for gas and oil; from those who seek to produce palm oil after clearing 
the forest; and from those who would simply clear fell the forest destroying the 
sources of life for the people who have lived there for many centuries yet who 
often don’t have formal documentation of ownership. 

The project has a simple device to allow anyone interested to offer 
modest financial support by clicking on a map of Herefordshire on the website 
and sponsoring a 10 hectare square plot for 5 pounds. Some of us might have 
visited central and south America, we have a daughter who lives there, but we all 
consume oil in one form or another and, however hard we might try to avoid it, 
palm oil is in almost all foods requiring some form of fat that are on sale in 
supermarkets: it takes a lot of careful reading of small labels to avoid it. So we 
are all implicated in the destruction of forests around the world, with all the loss 
of life and bio-diversity that entails, not to mention the added risk to the planet’s 
well-being. Small sums of money can cumulatively make a difference. 

Please may I urge you to look at Size of Herefordshire’s website: 
sizeofherefordshire.org.  

More information can be found there on the uses to be made of money 
raised and further details on the bigger charities which are connected. I do hope 
more of us in Eardisland will support this cause. 
 

Thank you, 
Elaine Harper 

  

http://www.sizeofherefordshire.org./
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EARDISLAND IN BLOOM 
 
The excellent summer we have enjoyed has meant that we have barely missed a 
Thursday morning session this year and have been able to crack on with a variety 
of work.  

Several weeks ago, a couple of us met with Stacey Moore, our new 
Environmental Agency representative for this area, following communication 
with our parish council concerning the build-up of silt in both the River Arrow and 
the millstream. Stacey was very helpful and, following a written application, 
approved work allowing the E-Team to de silt the millstream along the stretch by 
the dovecote to the weir opposite Millstream Cottage. Much of this work, 
including under the bridge has been carried out and should help to reduce the 
risk of flooding. Further, it is hoped we will see the E.A. carrying out work on the 
village section of the River Arrow, enabling a better flow of water under the main 
bridge. 

By the time you read these notes it is hoped we will also have 
completed the task of refurbishing the fence surrounding the play area on the 
recreation ground.  
 
EARDISLAND CRAFT FAIR 
 
Please remember to note the date, Saturday 13th October, in your diaries. This 
event continues to grow both in stallholder and public support. This year we will 
have 54 stalls, a great number of which will be first appearances. Please note all 
stalls were booked by the end of May and we have a lengthy waiting list.  
A show of this size cannot run without a great deal of help, so if you can spare an 
hour or two, please get in touch. There are many positions to fill, including ticket 
sales on the door, raffle ticket sales, car park stewarding as well as help with 
breakfasts and following on, hot drinks and cake. Please contact Phil on 388097 
or eardislandcfair@btinternet.com 
 

Phil Milchard  Chris Watson  Wendy Cross 
 
THREAT TO MORTIMER FOREST  by Hilary Farmer  
 
If you have enough money in your holiday budget, you can stay in a lighthouse, a 
train, a prison cell or a church.  It seems that holiday makers are looking for 
something a bit different and why not? All harmless stuff with no adverse impact 
but what about a holiday village in the middle of a tranquil forest? This is 
precisely what is being proposed at High Vinnals, in Mortimer Forest.  

Ask people who visit this forest, what it is they like and they say it’s the 
peace and quiet, an opportunity, rare these days, to hear only birdsong. Those 

mailto:eardislandcfair@btinternet.com


24 
 

who like wildlife will tell you Mortimer Forest is home to rare species of 
butterflies and moths, adders, bats, dormice, the long-haired fallow deer, unique 
to the area and many more species. There are plants which indicate there has 
been forest here as far back as 1600 AD. Geologists around the world know the 
High Vinnals car park as the start of a Geology Trail to see limestones and shales 
which are 400 million years old. 

 Is this the right place to put sixty- eight holiday cabins, along with shop, 
restaurant, bar and office?  

It’s not hard to imagine the impact of an estimated 400 extra people 
along with 200 odd cars driving in and out of the forest. There will inevitably be 
noise day and night. Since 70% of mammals are nocturnal the light will be 
damaging to them, as well as to the wellbeing of human neighbours who chose a 
country location for quiet and dark skies.  

Why would anyone consider putting 68 cabins in a forest? To coin a 
well-used cliché, we need to “follow the money.” The public perception of the 
Forestry Commission is that it is the government appointed body taking care of 
our forests for us all to enjoy, however, it seems the Forestry Commission 
entered into an alliance with Forest Holidays who, backed by a private equity 
company were given sole rights to build these villages on Forestry Commission 
land with 125-year leases in exchange for a 14% shareholding. Under the 
agreement, Forest Holidays and the Forestry Commission prepare and make 
planning applications jointly as if the two were one organisation, adding 
respectability to the application with the suggestion it has government backing. 
Forest Holidays already have 12 sites up and running throughout the UK and 
many more in the pipeline.  

Is there anything in it for the local community? The marketing arm of 
Forest Holidays claim it will bring prosperity to the area but with everything on 
site, including hot tubs, bike hire and activities, there is little incentive to venture 
out.  No local produce available, only food bought in from a company in Kent. If 
Herefordshire County Council approve the plans, we might get a few low paid 
jobs, oh and let’s not forget, some on site toilets. Value for money? For Forest 
Holidays yes, but we may be the losers. 

https://www.save-mortimer-forest.co.uk/ 
 
A SURPRISING FIND IN A BUNDLE OF DEEDS 
 
     Several of the earliest photographs of areas of Eardisland were taken by the 
eminent Herefordian author, Alfred Watkins. Those of the moat and motte, (seen 
in ‘The Old Straight Track’) and those of Monks Court and Staick House which 
date from about 1875, appear in Woolhope publications held in Leominster 
library. They provide a fascinating example of the work of this polymath who 
recorded in great detail many unusual areas and aspects of life in Herefordshire 

https://www.save-mortimer-forest.co.uk/
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through his photographic skills. He was, however, a man of many talents and 
interests. It is understandable, therefore, why a recent discovery of a document 
bearing his signature should arouse much interest. It was made whilst a bundle 
of documents was being examined by Elaine Harper, in relation to a property in 
Almeley once owned by a friend. Elaine kindly shared with me the opportunity to 
examine the contents with a view to deciding whether the collection should be 
offered to a local history group or placed with Herefordshire Archive Record 
Centre (HARC) where they would be accessible to the general public.  
     HARC is to be found on the Rotherwas industrial estate in Hereford where it 
provides a vital service to the public who may wish to undertake research into 
their parish, family or home. It has approximately 7800 archive collections dating 
from the 12th century. Anyone with old deeds or documents who might consider 
throwing them out might contact first the archivist in Hereford for advice.  Such 
material, if accepted by HARC, can be placed in the archive but can be retrieved 
by the owner, if some time later, the documents are required. 
     This debate, therefore, arose with regard to the bundle passed to Elaine. The 
deeds all related to a property in Almeley which had been known in the 18th 
century as The Pheasant Inn, and which in the 19th became The New Inn. In the 
20th century it subsequently became a private residence. The documents referred 
to those who had purchased it, obtained a mortgage or loan for it, written wills 
passing it on to another person or who wished to include it in a settlement of 
marriage. They provided the basis of a possible interesting history of the property 
at various dates from 1716 to the present. 
     That might have been the end of the story had it not been for the fact that 
whilst making an inventory of them Elaine spotted that one of the documents 
dated 22nd June 1894 was for the sale of the New Inn for £595 (the equivalent of 
about £75,000 today) from Ellen Baird to Charles and Alfred Watkins, names that 
immediately rang a bell. She also noted another document dated a day later 
which revealed that Charles and Alfred Watkins had obtained a loan of £400 (the 
equivalent of about £50,000 today) presumably to complete the purchase, from 
Richard Phillipps (described as “Gent”; from Aldermaston in Berkshire) and Rev. 
Alfred Phillipps from Abbeydore. Apart from the interesting fact that a local vicar 
was loaning money to purchase a pub, the question that arose was whether it 
was possible that the Alfred Watkins named was the same Alfred Watkins who is 
best known as a local historian and author of the famous book, The Old Straight 
Track. 
     The intriguing possibility that one of the dusty and probably long forgotten 
deeds in the bundle should contain details relating to this eminent Victorian 
polymath encouraged further research. This duly revealed that the Alfred 
Watkins who purchased the New Inn was indeed the famous author, an 
important contributor to the Woolhope Club transactions and an antiquarian 
who was an eminent early photographer and inventor of specialist equipment, 
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including an exposure meter, was a Justice of the Peace, County Councillor, an 
Alderman and an early supporter of women’s suffrage. His famous book, The Old 
Straight Track, was first published in 1925. This describes in elaborates detail, his 
theory that Britain is covered with a vast network of straight tracks aligned with 
either the sun or the path of a star and had ancient significance.  
     The other purchaser’s name on the deed was that of Charles, his father. He 
was a significant businessman in Hereford who in 1842, was a publican running 
the Imperial Vaults in Widemarsh Street. So successful was he that in that year 
he went to an auction sale in the Green Dragon inn and bought the Hereford 
Brewery. Charles Watkins already brewed beer for his own pub, as did most 
publicans in those days (and in some cases still do). The purchase of the Hereford 
Brewery enabled him to start large-scale production and a business empire. He 
had a family of ten children. His third child was Alfred, born in 1855. Alfred was 
educated at a private school situated in what became the ‘Farmers’ Club’ building 
in Hereford and on leaving was employed by his father to promote his company. 
His father’s strategy was to decrease his reliance on others. He therefore started 
farming to produce wheat for his flour milling business and barley for his beer. 
He realised that profits would increase from brewing and retailing beer. It 
became his policy to acquire public houses in which to sell his products. Alfred 
was initially sent out as a traveller, responsible for getting orders for the brewery 
and it seems purchase some when they became available. One can only wonder 
whether he actually served behind the bar in the New Inn at any time having 
become its owner. 
     At some point he developed an interest in the flour mill his father owned 
where he was responsible for installing a dynamo giving the first electric light in 
Herefordshire. So skilful did he become as a baker that for his bread making he 
obtained the premier silver medal in the City and Guilds examination in 1883. He 
also produced a type of flour which he considered to be the best for producing a 
brown loaf with an ideal honeycomb texture. 
     His photographic skills led him to become a Fellow of the Royal Photographic 
Society in 1910 and he was awarded the society’s Progress Medal for his research 
work. The following year he completed his major reference work ‘Photography; 
its Principles and Applications’.  In later life he even experimented in colour 
photography and developed a hand-turned cine camera. 
     The Woolhope Naturalists’ Field Club was formed in 1851; Watkins became a 
member in 1888. For many years the Club Transactions were illustrated almost 
entirely by Watkins’ photographs. This rare and important archive was an 
invaluable record of people, places and features of the time they were taken, 
many of these have long since disappeared and without Watkins’ record would 
be forgotten. He became president of the Club in 1919, when he tried, 
unsuccessfully, to allow women to become members. After his presidential year 
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his retiring address to the members was an illustrated talk on ‘The History of the 
Honey Bee’, another of his many and varied interests. 
     He is, perhaps, most famous for his work as a self taught archaeologist. In 
1921  Watkins read a Paper to the Woolhope Club on ‘Early British Trackways, 
Moats, Mounds, Camps and Sites’. In his talk he introduced members to  new 
concepts, those of ‘the old straight track’ and  ‘ley lines’, which he said indicated  
prehistoric trading routes based on straight lines between a variety of sighting 
points. He said that these original markers were subsequently re-used and their 
sites established. This was a subject that was to occupy him for the rest of his life 
as he attempted to convince others of his unusual theories through his writing 
and his talks. 
      He said that the idea of ‘ley lines’ came to him whilst riding across the hills 
near Bredwardine. At that moment he became aware of “a network of lines 
standing out like glowing wires all over the surface of the county, intersecting the 
sites of churches, old stones and other spots of traditional sanctity..” He 
described beacon hills as terminal points in the alignments. It was said of him 
that, “he sought to construct a grand unified theory of prehistory based around 
these ‘straight tracks’: a theory which might offer orientation to a confused 
contemporary culture”. 
     Watkins’ revolutionary proposition was that prehistoric people had traversed 
the landscape of Britain not by following natural lines such as rivers and streams, 
or ridges and valleys. Instead, they had developed a vast system of tracks (or ley 
lines) that ran arrow-straight between “terminal points” (conspicuous features 
such as hill tops).  He explained that these existed as a series of aligned “mark-
points”, rather than as continuous trackways: this was why the countryside was 
unmarked by the remains of thousands of miles of paths. Changes over millennia 
had disguised the ley-pattern, but from the Bredwardine hills Watkins said he 
had glimpsed it – and he was now revealing its existence to the world in all its 
immense complexity. 
     It is clear from his book that in the course of his work on his theory, Watkins 
visited Eardisland where he found evidence of ley lines cutting through significant 
features in the parish. He writes (Abacus edition1974): “There are indications of 
actual tracks to one side of the two barrows at Eardisland.” (p6).  He finds a ley 
passing through Titley church and the Eardisland Moat. (p19).  He says, “A most 
convincing instance at Eardisland of a present day straight path aligning over a 
moated mound, its causeway and an ancient ford with mark stone..” (p35). He 
describes the track as, “going past the school, sighted on the moat also straight 
with the absolute precision of the causeway, which is on the other side of the 
mound to the path”. 
     He goes on to say, “Another piece of supposed Watling Street (between 
Amestree (sic) and Mortimer’s Cross) has an alignment which to the south comes 
through the great moated mound at Eardisland..”  (p154). He notes that “The 
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Roman Road cuts the road between Golden Cross and Bainstree Cross and aligns 
along the edge of the wood through Moss Hill Farm over the Arrow by a ford and 
along a short lane to Crown Farm on the Eardisland-Kington road. This last part 
has been traced and verified as an actual Roman causeway by Alderman H 
Gosling who has opened up parts and walked through the ford...” (p155). (He 
notes that there are four cross roads in the county with the name ‘golden’ 
attached to them which he says may have significance). 
     Watkins spent over sixty years photographing events throughout 
Herefordshire, first by horse and trap, then by one or other of his favourite steam 
cars and later by his Wolseley Stellite. Interestingly, he also noted that the 
moated mound adjoining Almeley Church and Almeley Castle were significant 
features (p9 & p137) from which, he said, a ley line runs to Sarnsfield church. 
(One might speculate that it was whilst examining these that he discovered the 
New Inn which was adjacent to the castle site). 
     However, Watkins' work has met with scepticism from many archaeologists. 
One major criticism is that given the high density of historic and prehistoric sites 
in Britain finding straight lines that "connect" sites is trivial and ascribable to 
coincidence. A statistical analysis of lines concluded: "the density of 
archaeological sites in the British landscape is so great that a line drawn through 
virtually anywhere will 'clip' a number of sites."  Watkins was not a formal 
archaeologist and his comments are regarded as speculation by those who have 
spent much time examining the archaeology of tracks, roads and rivers. Some 
archaeological critics questioning his theory have noted that many of our 
‘prehistoric’ ridge ways may not be as ancient as was once thought, and that the 
hollow ways that often run at right angles to the ridge ways are older and 
represent the seasonal movement of animals between low and high ground. 
Certainly, Watkins caused a sensation with his book in 1925 and in the years that 
followed such that it inspired extraordinary theories. One critic said they 
included, “theories of telluric lines of force that ran across the landscape, 
trackable by means of dowsing and crystal-swinging, their routes marked with 
megaliths and tumuli. It inspired cults of goat-foot gods and black-dog lines... It 
would evolve into theories of Atlanticism and extra-terrestrialism. It would muddy 
the waters of mainstream archaeology – and extend archaeology’s lunatic fringes 
– for decades”. A more positive view by a more recent commentator has said of 
him that Watkins never attributed any supernatural significance to leys; he 
believed that they were simply pathways that had been used for trade or 
ceremonial purposes, very ancient in origin, possibly dating back to the Neolithic, 
certainly pre-Roman. He was an intensely rational person with an active intellect. 
     It is interesting to note that Watkins (1855-1935) was an almost exact 
contemporary of Edward Elgar (1857-1934) and both lived relatively close to each 
other in Hereford. One wonders whether they ever met to discuss each other’s 
work. Whatever one may think about his theories there is no question that 
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Watkins, like Elgar, led a full and extraordinary life. In his obituary in the Hereford 
Times the writer asked, “who in the city can be unfamiliar with that slightly bent 
figure: intense, abrupt, hurrying to some business or engaged in animated 
conversation, oblivious to anything save the object in hand?”  He concluded that, 
“First and foremost he was a Herefordshire Man, as native to the county as the 
hop and the apple”. 
     Therefore, to discover so unexpectedly, when listing a bundle of dusty 
documents about an old property in Almeley, a direct reference to this very 
eminent man, was an exciting moment. What was even more so is the fact that 
on examining the indenture of 1894 in which he and his father agree to borrow 
£400 to buy the New Inn, was the discovery that he had signed it.  This must be, 
by now, a fairly rare 'autograph' of his on this long lost and forgotten deed. On 
reflection, there is something special in this simple thing, suddenly and 
unexpectedly viewing his signature, and then handling the same document that 
he once did on the day he signed it in 1894. It somehow makes him a significant 
presence once again and encourages questions about the relevance of his ideas 
although it is over 80 years since his death.  
    Should any reader have deeds relating to their property it may be worth 
looking at them closely – one may be surprised by the unexpected details they 
provide. If uncertain as to their significance consult George Alderson 
(gwawestwayes@btinternet.com) or HARC. 

Paul Selfe 
 
EARDISLANDIANA 

An 
Alphabetical compilation of 

events and circumstances of historical interest. 
Alphabet (i), part (ii) 

 
I…….  Illumination       In 1832, following the First Reform Bill, it was reported 

that: … in the evening a general illumination took place 
in which the Porch House was shone conspicuous. It 
would be very interesting to know how this was 
organised, and who paid for it. Porch House is 
nowadays known, inaccurately, as The Old Manor 
House. 

J……. Juson family       Benjamin Juson, place of abode Bracemeel, Salop, 
owned freehold property in Eardesland and so was 
entitled to vote in the election of two Knights of the 
Shire (Herefordshire) between 12th and 14th October  

                                        1774. 
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K……. Kings                  King Edward the Confessor. At the very end of his 
reign, 1042-1066, what we now know as Eardisland, by 
the name Lene, was held by Morcar. Morcar was still a 
teenager in 1066, irrespective of which he had been 
elected Earl of the Northumbrians in October 1065. He 
was a son of Aelfgar, Earl of the Mercians and Aelgifu 
his wife. Morcar continued to hold Eardisland until, at 
the latest, Spring 1071. 

L……. Legions Cross On Price’s Map of 1817 what we know as Legions 
Cross is named Ridge Cross, yet the first One Inch 
Ordnance Survey Map shows Legion Cross. This is 
rather surprising in view of the fact that the survey 
work for this OS Map, which was published in 1832, 
was carried out between 1812-1817. Bryant’s Map 
1835 also shows Legion Cross. Kelly’s Directory 1895 
states that Legions Cross is a Saxon name. Another                                        
source, possibly a more reliable one, suggests the 
more obvious Roman connotation. An extract from a 
copyholder’s portion of the Court Roll of the Manor of 
Eardisland, dated 22nd October 1790, specifies 
Lidgeons Cross Croft in a land transaction. No doubt 
other varied references will emerge. 

M…….Manors              Anciently there were four manors within the parish of  
Eardisland: Burton, Hinton, Twyford and Eardisland 
itself. They continued to function as such until quite 
modern times. Evidence of manorial activities at 
Burton continues until October 1873, at Hinton until 
1926 and at Eardisland until 1891. Twyford is less well 
documented; most recently in a lease dated 12th 
October 1675 in which there is mention of: the manor, 
or former manor, of Broome and Twyford. 

N…….Nun House        In 1285 a carucate of land in Eardisland, worth 10/- 
per year, was given to the Augustinian Canonesses of 
Limebrook Priory (near Lingen) by Maud, the widow of 
Roger Mortimer of Wigmore. On this land a cell of  
Limebrook was established, possibly used by the nuns 
only on an occasional basis. This soon became known 
as the Nunhouse or Nunnery. Nonne House and 
similar wording is found mentioned quite frequently 
from 1542, about six years after the Dissolution of the 
Monasteries by King Henry VIII. It is thought the nuns 
used a small chapel in the parish church here, in what 
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is now the north-east corner of the nave, including                                       
the area where the pulpit now stands. 

O…….Ora                    The Domesday Book (1086) entry which covers the  
area which became known as Eardisland, includes, in 
transcript in the Phillimore edition: Before 1066 the 
reeve of this manor had the custom that when his lady 
came to the manor he presented her 18 ora of pence 
so that she might be happy. The steward and other 
officers had 10s from him. An “ora” was “A Danish 
money of Account, introduced into England with the 
Danish invasion.” The Oxford English Dictionary goes 
on to say that it was reckoned as equivalent to two 
and a half shillings in the Laws of Edward the Elder and 
Guthrun, and in Domesday Book to twenty pence.  

P …… Porch House    Since circa 1930, when it was being run as a Guest  
House, Porch House has come to be known as The Old 
Manor House. It may have been thought that this, 
inaccurate, change of name might be good for 
business. Before that happened, it was, for a short 
time in the nineteen twenties, Vulcan House when 
Albert Morris, a blacksmith, was the owner. The  
earliest reference I have to it as Porch House dates to 
the year 1624: Philip Froysell and the Crump family of 
the Porch House were presented as recusants… 

Q ……. Quarry           The exact location is not identified, but an 
interestingly early reference is to be found in the 
Bailiff’s Account from Michaelmas 1388 to Michaelmas 
1389 within the Court Rolls of the manor of Burton: 
Hire of two men hired for a day and a half quarrying 
stone…….           

                          
TO BE CONTINUED 

 
George Alderson 

gwawestwayes@btinternet.com  
  

mailto:gwawestwayes@btinternet.com
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LEOMINSTER MUSEUM 
 
Finding myself with an hour or so to spend in Leominster, I trotted off to the 
Leominster Museum, which is at the bus station end of Etnam Street, on the right 
heading towards the towards the station. It’s a lovely little place, run by 
enthusiastic and knowledgeable volunteers, who have made a huge effort to 
present the exhibits in an interesting and informative way. There are newly 
converted stables to the rear which date back to Georgian times with artefacts of 
the period. I was really impressed and recommend it to you. The opening hours 
are:  Easter to October Weekdays 10.00am - 4.00pm, Saturdays 10.00am – 
1.00pm. Full details are on their website: www.leominstermuseum.org.uk . 
 As with all such ventures, the museum is dependent upon volunteers to 
keep it open; you might be interested. Details are on the website above. 
 

Chris Bivand 
 

THE LION BALLROOM, LEOMINSTER 
 

  

http://www.leominstermuseum.org.uk/
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EARDISLAND WEATHER REPORT 
 

The hot spell continued into July with temperatures 
ranging from 15 to 30 degrees C, the total rainfall was 
30mm (1.182 inches) consisting mainly of small showers, 
the barometer pressures ranged from 29.3 to 30.08 with 
the river staying at 5 inches. 
 The weather in August brought some much-needed 
rain 82 mm (3.23 inches), although 34 mm (1.33 inches) 
fell on the 12th together with lightning and thunder. 

Temperatures remained fairly high 17 to 28 degrees C, barometer pressures were 
29.4 to 29.8, with the river remaining at 5 inches. 
 I made it 45 days without rain for the two months out of a total of 62. 
The equivalent rainfall for July 2017 was 62mm (2.4 inches ) and for August was 
73mm ( 2.87 inches ). 
 Nature-wise the kingfishers have finally showed up together with tree 
creepers and loads of sparrows. The nut hatch has not been so prevalent so far 
this year. 

Doug Tantrum reporting from Kingfisher House    
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