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The recently re-opened Cross Inn looks very fine after a much-needed and lengthy 

renovation. The building dates to the 18th century and was once a private 
dwelling. 
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EDITORIAL 
 
Welcome to the first edition of the 
Eardisland Parish Magazine in 2019. 
I think it fair to say that it should be 
an interesting year at the national 
political level. What, I wonder, will I 
be writing at this time next year? 
I’ve no idea. 
 I always try to get things 
right in the magazine and I have a 
couple of corrections from the last 
edition. In the WW1 entry for 
Warren Peter Clowes it was 
mentioned that his father was the 
last Lord of the Manor. This should 
have been the late Lt. Commander 
Robert Simpson RN. (rtd). Further, 
reference was made to Wellington 
School, which should, of course, 
have been Wellington College. My 
apologies for these errors. Please 
do let me know of any significant 

inaccuracies that you find in the 
magazine; it is, after all, a matter of 
record which is on the internet and 
used for research decades or even 
centuries in the future. 
 As usual, Barry Freeman 
has written a very full account of 
2018 in Eardisland. I won’t add to 
this other than to say that without 
so many people who willingly give 
of their time for free, many, if not 
all, of the activities Barry mentions 
would not take place, to the 
detriment of all. 
 I’m pleased to see The 
Cross Inn re-opened after such a 
long period of decline and I have 
written about this on page 9. Good 
luck to Chris and Sophie. 
 Finally, I wish you all a very 
happy 2019. 

Chris Bivand 
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EARDISLAND PARISH DIARY 
 

Friday 1st February Craft Workshop, p 15 

Saturday 2nd February Parish Consultation Event – please see insert 

Saturday 9th February My Kind of Music, p 16 

Tuesday 12th February Patient Participation Meeting, p 10 

Thursday 14th February Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Friday 1st March Magazine Copy Date 

Thursday 14th March Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Friday 15th March Projected Magazine Distribution 

Sunday 17th March Big Spring Walk, p 21 

Saturday 23rd March Litter Pick, p 19 

Thursday 4th April Eardisland in Bloom AGM, p 19 

Saturday 6th April French Breakfast/Coffee Morning, p 13 

Thursday 18th April Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Friday 3rd May Magazine Copy Date 

Saturday 11th May Plant Sale, p 19 

Thursday 16th May Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

17th – 20th May ETA French visit to Eardisland, p 10 

Friday 17th May Projected Magazine Distribution 

Thursday 27th June Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Friday 5th July Magazine Copy Date 

Friday 19th July Projected Magazine Distribution 

Thursday 25th July Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Thursday 5th September Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Friday 6th September Magazine Copy Date 

Friday 20th September Projected Magazine Distribution 

Saturday 12th October Craft and Produce Fair, p 19 

Thursday 24th October Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Friday 15th November* Magazine Copy Date 

Friday 28th November Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Friday 29th November Projected Magazine Distribution 

 
*Please note change of date from Friday 1st November to Friday 15th November. 

 
Regularly: 
Share a Care – last Thursday of the month 
 
For the latest information on events (or cancellation), please visit the Eardisland 
Community Website: www.eardisland.org.uk  

http://www.eardisland.org.uk/


4 
 

 
 
 
 
THE AIM OF THIS REVIEW is always two-fold: to provide an annual stocktaking of 
our progress and achievements as a community and to give a clear picture of 
local life in these early years of the 21st century for future historians. 
 
THE MAIN EVENTS OF 2018 
 
27 Jan  Snail Races: Village Hall Committee funds 
13 Feb  Hospice Pancake Lunch: Hospice Friends Group (HFG) 
24 Feb  Soup and Pud evening: Village Hall Committee (VHC) 
18 Mar  Model Train Day Village Hall: Borders 0 gauge group 
7 Apr  Wine and Cheese Evening: Twinning Assn (ETA) 
12 May  Plant Sale: Eardisland in Bloom (EIB) 
26-29 May Twinning Association Visit to La Vieille Lyre, Normandy 
5 Jun  Village Memorial Walk: Eardisland Memorial Walks (EMW) 
9 Jun  Children’s Show Event: Village Show Committee 
22 Jun  Auction of Promises: Parochial Church Council (PCC) 
25-27 Aug Open Gardens Weekend (PCC) 
26 Aug  Duck Races on Millstream (VHC) 
1 Sep  Village Show: Show Committee 
15 Sep  Hospice Friends Tea Party (HFG) 
7 Oct  Harvest Service (PCC) 
13 Oct  Quality Craft Fair (EB and PCC) 
20 Oct  Pumpkin picking: Children’s Allotment 
26 Oct  Ceilidh (VHC) 
9 Nov  WWI Supper Event (EMW) 
16 Nov  Coffee Morning at Luctonians (HFG) 
19 Dec  Riverside Carol Singing (VHC) 
23-25 Dec Christmas Church Services (PCC) 
31 Dec  New Year’s Eve Party (VHC) 
 
SOME HIGHLIGHTS OF THE YEAR 
 
• Eardisland Memorial Walks. This is a truly unique way of commemorating the 
memory of the 13 local men who gave their lives in the First World War and are 

THE ANNUAL REVIEW compiled by Barry Freeman 
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recorded on our village war memorial.  Short individual biographies were 
provided in the November 2018 edition of this magazine to mark the 100th 
anniversary of the end of the war.  A Victory Supper was held in the village hall.  
A lasting memorial to these 13 brave men has been created by a small group of 
dedicated local men who have created a network of memorial walks over the 
parish footpaths by persistent hard work throughout the past four years. 
 
• Eardisland In Bloom. Every year from early Spring to late Autumn the 
indefatigable members of the E-Team can be seen each Thursday morning 
working on public areas throughout the village.  This persistent Team effort for 
the past ten years has transformed the village environment and is a continuous 
delight to residents and our many visitors. 
 
• Village Hall Improvements. Another intrepid team have been hard at work on 
various improvements throughout this year and we now await a consultation 
survey aimed at reaching a community consensus on providing the best 
economic facility for the coming years. 
 
 
FAREWELL TO TWO FRIENDS 
 
Sadly during 2018 we lost two long-standing friends.  Robert Simpson of Burton 
Court had been a prominent member of our community since 1959, active in 
numerous spheres of local life; Michael Bolton stayed each year in Eardisland, 
the family home village of his wife Angela. 
 
PARISH ORGANISATIONS 
 
The following bodies have continued to make their invaluable contributions to 
our varied community life and well-being: 
 
The Parish Council, Footpath and Tree Officers • The Parochial Church Council, 
Cleaners and Flower Guild • Village Show Committee • Hospice Friends Support 
Group • Women’s Institute • History and Heritage Group • Dovecote Trust • 
Community Shop Team • Eardisland In Bloom • Whittington Education Trust • 
Eardisland Twinning Association • Village Band • Bowls Club • Art Group • Local 
Links Share-a-Care Group • Parish Magazine • Community Website • Village Hall 
Management Committee • Eardisland Memorial Walks Group. 
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THE CHILDREN’S ALLOTMENT 
 
Unfortunately, we have seen the end of the wonderfully successful children’s 
allotment on pasture at the end of the village.  It started in March 2012 as an 
offshoot of Eardisland In Bloom and has been organised chiefly by Ben 
Woodcock.   
In the past 7 years there have been some 60 Saturday sessions averaging 10 
children with accompanying adults.  A full account was published in the 
September 2018 magazine where Ben also records that it is hoped to continue 
with a new site in the village. 
 
The very best of luck with that project Ben! 
 
VOLUNTEERS: THE PEOPLE WHO GET THINGS DONE 
 
Listed above are 23 events and 20 organisations.  They perform a wide variety of 
functions and duties but all share one common factor: they are staffed entirely 
by volunteers.  They are the people who make a difference, week after week, 
year after year.  They transform a village from a group of buildings into a 
community, and there is a world of difference.  Buildings are static and 
inanimate, communities are dynamic creations, their volunteers consistently 
looking for further ways to enhance the local quality of life. 
 
Half the organisations and events listed did not exist 20 years ago.  They were 
created by people who saw an opportunity to improve community life, enthused 
others and set to work, expending time, imagination and, not infrequently, 
money to turn a vision into reality. 
 
Volunteers are the people who ensure a community is always moving forward.  If 
you feel you might like to join the volunteer team of one (or more) of the listed 
organisations, an updated copy of the parish Who’s Who is planned for the next 
issue of this magazine in March. 
 
LOOKING AHEAD TO 2019 
 
Eardisland Women’s Institute celebrates their centenary in 2019.  Formed shortly 
after the end of World War I, it was one of the earliest branches to be formed in 
Herefordshire.  Truly a grand achievement and well worth making a good deal of 
during next year! 
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PARISH COUNCIL (PC) UPDATE 
 
1. The Feasibility Study Working Group on the future of the village hall will be 

holding a community consultation event on Saturday 2 February 12-6.00 pm. 

It is vital that your views on the possible options and costings are included in 

the consultation, so please come to the event and give your responses to the 

consultation questionnaire. If you are unable to attend the event, you will be 

sent the questionnaire and we do hope that you will complete and return it. 

The more households who respond to the questionnaire, the more valid are 

the results. 

2. There will also be a consultation at the Feasibility Study event on the siting of 

a Community Garden and new Children’s Allotments on the recreation 

ground. The leader of the children’s allotment project is also looking at any 

other possible sites for a new allotment, so if you have an area of land that 

could be used, please contact Ben Woodcock. 

3. Various parishioners have contacted us about people driving the wrong way 

down School Lane one-way road. The advice from the Speedwatch Co-

ordinator is that when parishioners see this happening, they need to take a 

photo or video of the vehicle showing the number plate and the one-way sign 

and upload the photo or video to the dedicated website Operation Snap 

www.westmercia.police.uk/operationsnap or contact otherwise the Safer 

Roads Partnership via 101. For any action to be taken by the police the 

parishioner must be willing to make a statement to the police. However, the 

chance of having to give evidence in court is very small indeed, a written 

statement is usually all that is required from a complainant. 

4. A scheme to improve safety of vehicles and drivers at Lawtons Cross is being 

considered for the future, when funding is available. The details of the plan 

will be available to see at the Consultation Event on 2 February. Please come 

and see what is being discussed. 

5. The 4 free bicycle stands donated through the Life Cycle UK scheme will 

hopefully be sited at the village hall soon.  

6. The new parish council website can be accessed at www.eardisland-pc.gov.uk  

with the community website continuing to provide all other information at 

www.eardisland.org.uk. The new email address for the Clerk is available on 

the new parish council website.  

http://www.westmercia.police.uk/operationsnap
http://www.eardisland-pc.gov.uk/
http://www.eardisland.org.uk/
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7. GDPR requires people to give positive consent for the parish council to hold 

personal data and to allow you to receive emails. If you have given consent to 

be alerted to new events in the parish and new items on the website (e.g. PC 

agendas and minutes) on the community website, your details have been 

added to the new parish council website for news alerts. Please contact the 

Clerk if you wish your name and data to be removed from this list.  

8. The parish council receives numerous complaints about dog fouling and has 

now put up notices under the Public Spaces Protection Order. Removal of 

these notices without the consent of the parish council will be considered as 

vandalism and followed up. 

9. Most dog owners in the parish are responsible. Please support the initiatives 

by continuing to pick up your dog’s faeces and encouraging those dog owners 

who do not. In a positive move to encourage dog owners, dispenser boxes 

with free dog poo bags have been provided in various places for those owners 

who find they do not have a bag with them. In addition, the shop has a supply 

of dog poo bags to buy. 

10. The following planning applications have been considered or noted in 

November and December:  P183903/F, Land opposite Meadowmead, 

Eardisland – Proposed dwelling and detached garage – Resolved to support as 

in conformity with Eardisland NDP policies E1 and E9. Noted P182960/FH, 

Homeleigh, Eardisland, HR6 9BN – Proposed garden storage building – 

Approved with conditions. Noted P183967/PA7, Grove House, Monkland, 

HR6 9DF – Application for prior notification of proposed agricultural building 

– Supported under Minor Planning Matters Policy as in conformity with 

Eardisland NDP policy E14. 

11. The planned parish council meeting dates can be found in the diary of the 

magazine. Extra meetings will be held if required to meet deadlines for 

response to planning applications and details can be found on the notice 

boards and website. Meetings are open to the public and a short time is 

allocated on the agenda to take questions or comments from parishioners, in 

line with the council’s standing orders. 

 

Alison Sutton 

Parish Clerk 

Eardisland Parish Council 
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THE CROSS INN 
 
At long last The Cross 
Inn has reopened and I 
went over to say ‘hello’ 
and ask a few questions 
on your behalf. The first 
thing to say, though, is 
that it is so nice to see 
this lovely old pub 
looking so clean, neat, 
tidy and tastefully 
decorated. The 
extensive renovation 
took months and 

everything has been redone, with a few finishing touches still to make. 
Chris Potts and Sophie Davies are the the leaseholders with a ten-year 

contract, the owner being Mr D Watkins. The boys are Noah (3), Isaac (4), 
attending Marlbrook School, and Reuben (10), who will shortly go to Weobley 
High School. 
 Chris and Sophie are Herefordians, both chefs, who have worked in a 
wide variety of pubs and restaurants. These include The Wellington (now the Old 
Boot), where Ruth and I had an excellent meal a few years ago. It was good to 
talk to them and to feel their enthusiasm for the new venture. 
 The opening times for drinks are currently: Mon/Tues 6pm – 11pm; Wed 
– Fri, midday to 2.30pm and 6.00 – 11.00pm; Sat midday to 11.00pm and Sun 
midday – 3.00pm, 7.00pm – 10.30pm. The restaurant and food hours are: Wed – 
Fri, lunch and dinner midday to 2.30pm and 6.00pm – 9.00pm respectively. Sat 
midday – 9.00pm and Sun midday – 2.30pm. It is important to book, given that 
their reservations are just about full for the next two weeks (at the time of 
writing). The food uses local ingredients, where possible, and is generally Modern 
European. My wife, Ruth, tells me that the food is exceptional. Given that the 
menu changes according to the best ingredients available, I won’t give details 
here, just to say that pheasants were being skinned when I arrived. 
 In addition there are three excellent B & B rooms, all en-suite at a room 
rate of £120. As with the restaurant, booking is advised. You can contact the 
Cross Inn,  01544 329300. 
 I enjoyed my conversation with Chris and Sophie, who asked me 
especially to convey their thanks to the community for all the support they have 
received since the opening. They are also keen to receive comments and 
suggestions on how they can make things even better. I hope they do well. 

Chris Bivand 
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MORTIMER MEDICAL PRACTICE PATIENT PARTICIPATION GROUP (PPG) 
 
The Practice has agreed to fund and trial a Virtual PPG for 12 months. Having a 
Virtual PPG will enable more people to have "their" say via an online discussion 
forum which we hope will encourage younger people and people of working age 
who do not want to attend meetings to get involved. The existing PPG will 
continue to meet as normal and evaluate its use.  

The Practice survey has now closed. A total of 504 people responded 
much better than the previous one. The PPG will meet to discuss the outcome. 
The PPG is still trying to find out from Herefordshire Clinical Commissioning 
Group (CCG) the way forward regarding ear irrigation which ceased being offered 
as a service by GPs in Herefordshire earlier this year. After attending two CCG 
meetings and raising the question plus emails, to date no response.  We are not 
giving up. 

The CCG have issued guidelines to all Practices to greatly reduce the 
number of medications and gluten free products prescribed that can be bought 
"over the counter". Many of these items are now available in chemists and 
supermarkets. 

Smoking Cessation Services have also been reduced and are now only 
available to four at risk groups: pregnancy, awaiting surgery, employed by Wye 
Valley NHS Trust or 2Gether, or in a Clinical risk group. People can access 
smoking cessation help through WISH (Wellbeing Information and Signposting for 
Herefordshire) the information given will be through leaflets or websites. 

Our next PPG meeting will be 12th February 2019.  Please contact me if 
you have any issues or concerns you would like me to raise. 

Diane Lee 
 01544 387685 

 
EARDISLAND TWINNING ASSOCIATION 
 
We are once again looking forward to hosting a visit from our twinned village in 
Normandy, La Vieille Lyre. A group of a dozen or more people is expected to 
arrive on the 17th May, leaving on the morning of the 20th, times to be confirmed.  
Plans for the weekend are being developed and will be available soon but will 
include a visit to the spring show in Builth Wells on the Saturday. 

Please do let me know if you are able to offer to host 1 or 2 people and, 
if you are concerned about a lack of French do not be. We will, as much as is 
possible, match people carefully so one side does have some of the other 
person’s language, but sign language can go a long way! We will also be spending 
time together as this is a Twinning visit rather than a private one and you will be 
supported by the group. All costs for the visitors have been raised by ETA. 
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Even if you do not wish or are unable to host guests, we do hope many 
in the village will be involved in the weekend’s activities.  Do feel free to be in 
touch if you want to know more. 

Elaine Harper 
Chair of Eardisland Twinning Association 

cande@hartsons.plus.com  
 
 
SUNLIGHT LEVELS IN EARDISLAND: 2018 
 
After reporting on the record dull months of March and April ’18, and the 
exceptionally bright May and June, during the 7 years I have been collecting data, 
how has the year 2018 fared as a whole? 
Given my usual provisos, the figures below are in kilo watt hours/day (Kwh/d) 
and are daily averages: 
 

 2012-17 
Average 

2018 Comparison 2018 
vs Average 

2012-17 

Whole Year 8.63 8.85 102.5% 

 
So, 2018 has experienced a 2.5% increase in light levels averaged across the 
whole year compared with the previous 6 years.  

Both November and December this year proved to be dull compared to 
previous years, limiting the year’s increase to 2.5%, but this is still significant.  
I can draw no real trends from this limited data set and, as is widely recognised 
apart from a few that make very cheap points (a Donald comes to mind), year by 
year figures are just weather, climate trends are measured in periods of at least 
25 years, so some way to go. 

Chris Watson 
 
 
By the way, for the technically minded, my Aurora solar inverter went Kaput in 
early December, 2 years outside its 5-year guarantee period! Faced with a 
possible  £600+ bill to renew it, some detailed research on the net brought me to 
a Dutch everything to do with bikes website, where the likely problem was set 
out and the fix required very well explained. This turned out to be filling a hole 
burnt though the rather complex circuit board with solder around a now 
unconnected relay pin. With an electronic wizz friend, we sorted the damaged 
board and had the inverted up and running again in a couple of days. Hurray. 
 

mailto:cande@hartsons.plus.com
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EARDISLAND W.I. SECRETARY'S REPORT 2018 
 
 In December to the New Inn we were to go 
 But we could not get there because of the snow. 
 So in January we went and will never forget 
 The superb food and company to better yet! 
 
 Secret Santa was a great start to the year 
 We all enjoyed it and celebrated have no fear! 
 Rob Walker in Febuary did us all captivate 
 With his pilgrimage to Spain we did celebrate! 
 
 Geoff Morris in March with “Tipples” us did ply 
 And after the boozy tasting, yes we could buy. 
 April we learned about wills and our tax 
 On ‘Toy Boys’ and inheritance we were given the facts! 
 
 In May to Westonbury Water Gardens we went. 
 Sunny the weather and our time was well spent! 
 June, Rebecca Edmunds, with “The Power of the Mind,” 
 Made us all relax too much we did find! 
 
 The Garden Party at Ruth Miller's in July was a winner. 
 But with a member's 80th cake we did not get any thinner! 
 September to Darjeeling Railway we steamed. 
 David Barrie enthralled us with the vision he dreamed! 
 
 In October, Carole Millin, on “English Language” did talk 
 We learned the source of some idioms, she was a sport! 
 In November our Annual Meeting was planned for the day. 
 A committee to be formed come what may! 
 2019 our W.I. in Eardisland one hundred is turning, 
 Plans are in hand and for this we are yearning! 
 

 Mavis Tantrum (Secretary) 
 01544 387972 

 
P.S. Our January Meeting, to which any newcomers are invited, will be at 2.30pm 
on Monday 14th January, in the Village Hall Committee Room, for afternoon tea. 
You are invited to bring along an amusing story or poem to share. 
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SAVE THE DATE: SATURDAY 6TH APRIL 2019 
FRENCH BREAKFAST/ COFFEE MORNING IN EARDISLAND VILLAGE HALL 
 
A French breakfast/coffee morning in aid of the return visit to Eardisland/ 
Kingsland by a group of pupils from our twinned village in Normandy will be held 
in Eardisland Village Hall from mid- to late morning on Saturday 6th April 2019. 
Full details will be published in the next edition of Eardisland Parish Magazine, 
but in the meantime, please save the date.  
 The visit by our own Eardisland children to Lyre in November 2017 has 
left them with life-time memories and it would be wonderful if the French 
children had a similar experience when they visit us in July 2019. Whilst the 
Eardisland Twinning Association is supportive of the visit, this is very much a 
Kingsland Primary School led project. I have offered to help the headteacher, Mr 
Debenham, in a voluntary capacity as a private individual in any way he would 
like me to assist. 
 The group of French pupils (and some parent accompaniers), all of 
whom were involved with our own visit to Lyre in November 2017, will travel to 
arrive in Eardisland on the evening of Monday July 8th and leave again to return 
to France on the morning of Friday July 12th. The group will stay in the Manor 
House - the owners have very kindly offered to accommodate the group on a 
complimentary basis for the four nights in question as a reciprocal gesture for the 
free accommodation in the gîte offered to our own group when we were in 
France. 
 In July, during the three days of Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, 
time will be spent by the French group in Kingsland School and on visits around 
the area. In the evenings, we will organise activities for the group, just as our 
French friends did for us last year. 
 While accommodation is very generously provided, and the French 
group will cover their own travel costs, we do need to raise funds for food and 
activities for the visit - and the coffee morning on 6th April 2019 will be a major 
help. It is planned that in addition to the sale of home-made cakes, hot and cold 
drinks, croissants, baguettes with butter and home-made jam, there will be a 
"decorate the biscuit stall", a craft table, toy and book stalls run by Eardisland 
pupils in the back room in the hall, a tombola, raffle, a PTA sale of school uniform 
etc.  
 If you would like to help in any way either on the morning itself, or with 
donations of cakes or raffle prizes for the event, I would love to hear from you! 
Thank you.  

Ruth Brinton-Bivand on behalf of Kingsland Primary School 
ruthbrintonbivand@gmail.com 

  07773 706147 or  01544 388375 
  

mailto:ruthbrintonbivand@gmail.com
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VILLAGE HALL 
 
In the last Parish Magazine Caroline Marsden wrote her last contribution as chair 
of the Eardisland Village Hall Management Committee. Over the period of her 
tenure Caroline was able to report on the many positive things that had 
happened at the hall; what she did not acknowledge was the sheer hard work 
and dedication she had put into the job to bring about these results. Caroline will 
be a hard act to follow but I will do my best!  

The New Year’s Eve party saw people dancing ‘til midnight and toasting 
in the New Year. An event is made successful by those that attend, and those 
that attended were out to enjoy themselves. Thanks to everyone for their 
support, especially the community shop volunteers; without them the event 
could not have taken place. 

The big news re the village hall is the rise in hire charges. This decision 
has not been taken lightly and I feel everyone is entitled to an explanation. 
 Eardisland village hall is owned by the Parish Council on behalf of the community 
and managed by the Eardisland Village Hall Management Committee (EVHMC). 
EVHMC is a registered charity and as such subject to charity law and the 
conventions of the Charity Commission for England and Wales. One requirement 
of this status is that we must apply prudent and responsible management to our 
finances. We must generate enough funds to meet our costs and manage our 
resources to include a provision for unforeseen emergencies and, at least, six 
months running costs. 

At the 2018 AGM the annual financial report was rendered and gave us 
the opportunity to analyse our annual running costs. The year 2017/18 saw an 
increase in our overall running costs of 71.66% over 2016/17. I should stress that 
this does not include the expenditure on improvements: toilet facility 
refurbishment, painting, curtains and blinds. These improvements were financed 
by grants and EVHMC ring-fenced fund. 

We already know that our 2018/19 utilities costs will include the 
following additional increases in cost per unit consumed: Electricity - 30.0%, Gas - 
1.6%. These two increases are in spite of an extensive review of energy providers 
and changing providers to ensure we are getting the best value. Details of the 
charges appear on the Eardisland Village Website. 

To brighter subjects; the village hall has a programme of events for 
2019; look out for details in the usual places. We welcome support in any way at 
each of these events. A little help, no matter how small, will help keep our village 
hall vibrant. 

Carole Millin 
Eardisland Village Hall Management Committee 
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VILLAGE SHOW 
 

The Eardisland Village Show committee is organising a 
number of craft workshops over the year, funded by 
money raised at the show. 

On Friday 1st February, 7-9pm, The Prolific 
Crafters will be leading a workshop at The Village Hall, 
teaching us how to make a needle felt animal. This 
should be really good fun- as well as giving us a good 
start to our 2019 Village Show entries! 

This event is free, but numbers will be 
limited, so please e-mail me if you'd like to attend or if you have any questions. 

I'll bring tea and coffee, but feel free to bring your own drinks too. All 
resources will be provided. 

Thanks, Jo South 
jo.evhmc@yahoo.com 

 
 
CHRISTMAS TREE DECORATIONS 
 
Dian and Liz would like to say a big 
thank you to the children and 
Mums who came to decorate the 
Church Christmas tree this year 
(now of course last year) Great fun 
as always - young Oliver played his 
Christmas carols on the piano, also 
singing from the pulpit from the 
girls, one brave lady climbing the 
steps to put on the tree top star, 
lots of holding of breath, but all was 
well. 

It was so lovely to hear the 
children laughing in the Church. 

Mums and children tucked into hot 
chocolate with marshmallows , 
mince pies and coffee, a great get 
together  

The tree looked so well -  
dressed this year. We must say a 
thank you to Broadleaf of Kingsland  
for delivering the tree. Happily we 
look forward to 2019. 

From Liz and myself a 
happy new year. We cannot wait to 
do it all again! 

Love Dian xx  
  

x-apple-data-detectors://1/
mailto:jo.evhmc@yahoo.com
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MY KIND OF MUSIC 
 

STEVE HOLLINGHURST  
 

sings 
 

Songs from the Shows, Pop Standards 
and Easy Listening Greats 

 
Saturday 9th February 2019 

7.30 pm 
 

Aymestrey Village Hall 
 

Tickets £8 available from Eardisland 
Village Shop or Kingsland Post Office 

In Aid of the Mortimers Cross Churches 
(of which Eardisland is one) 

 
Bar – Nibbles - Raffle 
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CHURCH MATTERS 
 
Priest-in-Charge:  Rev. Julie Read. The Rectory, Kingsland. 
    07826 194400, rev.julie@btinternet.com 
    01568 708255 
 
Churchwardens   Beryl Hoda. Arrow Lawn, Eardisland. 
      01544 388131 
                                                Dian Cope. Downome, Eardisland. 
                                                 01544 388317 
   
Lay Co-Chair:                      Richard Kirby  01544 388810  
Treasurer:         Mike Coleburn  01544 388486 
Organist:           Annette Blyth 01544 388241 
PCC Secretary:   Liz Lever  01544 388157 
 
SERVICES AT CHURCH OF ST MARY THE VIRGIN, EARDISLAND 
 
 

 

Sunday 13th January – Plough Sunday 

9.30 am Morning Prayer Eardisland 

 

Sunday 20th January 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

 

Sunday 27th January 

9.30 am  Holy Communion Eardisland 

 

Sunday 3rd February 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

 

Sunday 10th February 

9.30 am Morning Prayer Eardisland 

 

Sunday 17th February 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

 

Sunday 24th February 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

mailto:rev.julie@btinternet.com
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FROM REV. JULIE READ 
 
The older I get the more difficult it is to re-enter the world after visiting family 
and eating far too much over the Christmas Festival. However, the new year has 
started and I am catching up in my own style. Each year is different for each of 
us, as circumstances in the lives of those closest to us change – for some of us we 
set ourselves new challenges with new year’s resolutions and for others of us we 
set off in the hope that the year will treat us well. 

January 6th is the feast of the Epiphany, where those wise men from the 
East found what they were looking for – the new born king. Their journey had 
been long and arduous, and they met at least one false lead on the way. They 
kept going in hope and I think that we would be doing well if we did the same. 
I wonder if you would like a think about in what direction you are heading this 
year? If so, perhaps you would like to take part in the Alpha Course? It has been 
running for a good few years now and millions of people have been on it. A 
shared meal, a DVD to watch together and a space for discussion are the bare 
bones… the DVD is about the basics of Christianity and the discussion is not led, 
just hosted and the meal is free. If you want to know more you could ring me, or 
do a google search about Alpha. It is running on Tuesday evenings at the 
Methodist Chapel in Kingsland hosted by local Christians including from our 
church. 

For many Alpha has been a means of meeting new people and a place to 
explore Christianity and each other. It is also the place where faith is found and 
lives are changed. Want to give it a go? 

 
Every blessing, 

Julie 
 

  

 

Sunday 3rd March 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

 

Sunday 10th March 

9.30 am Morning Prayer Eardisland 

 

Sunday 17th March 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 
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EARDISLAND IN BLOOM 
 
The E Team wishes you all a very happy and healthy 2019, and we hope you will 
continue to support us, as you have since our inception in 2010.  
We have some interesting and exciting plans for this year which you can hear 
about by joining us at our AGM, detailed as below; everyone is welcome. 
Regular Thursday morning E Team sessions resume on 7th March. If you are 
interested in joining us you will be very well received.  
Other important Team dates for your diary: 
 
Thursday 4th April @ 2.30pm, our AGM to be held at Homeleigh, by kind 
permission of Kathleen & Barry Freeman 
Saturday 23rd March @ 10am, the annual Eardisland Litter Pick. Meet outside the 
dovecote where all equipment will be provided 
Saturday 11th May, our annual Plant Sale in the village hall 
Saturday 12th October, the annual Craft & Produce Fair, in both the church and 
village hall. Please note that bookings will open for this event around 25th March 
and we expect it to be fully booked within a few weeks. If you live in our parish 
and would like to reserve a stall please let Phil Milchard know NOW on either 
 01544 388097 or email eardislandcfair@btinternet.com 
 

Phil Milchard  Chris Watson  Wendy Cross 
 

 

  

mailto:eardislandcfair@btinternet.com
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1919: THE WAR HAS ENDED 

  
    In 1919 George V was on the throne. The PM was David Lloyd George. The 
Treaty of Versailles brought the First World War to an end in the series of 
Conferences that took place throughout the year. However, in the first month of 
that year there were a number of other often sad or significant events reported:  

• 1st January in Scotland HMS Iolaire is wrecked on rocks: 205 sailors 
drown. 

• 3rd January – soldiers blockade Folkestone harbour in a successful 
protest against being returned to France. 

• 18th January (more positively) Bentley Motors Ltd. is set up in England. 

• 21st January in the first shots of the Irish troubles, two Royal Irish 
Constabulary men are killed in an ambush.  

• 31st January – The army is called in (with tanks) to deal with riots and 
protests against high rents in Glasgow. 

    
  Meanwhile in Eardisland, village day-to-day life no doubt continued in much the 
same way that it had before the war started. The Head Teacher was Mr Tom 
Wood. He had arrived in 1901 as a young man of 21. He was by now a well-
established and effective Head with his wife and one other member of staff. They 
would all certainly have taught several of the men from the village whose names 
appear on the war memorial as well as many others who returned safely. 
     Whilst their teachers would have been the same, those returning to the parish 
in 1919 would have found a new vicar in place, the Rev Birley, whom the 
Historian Norman Reeves (in The Leon Valley) reports, found himself overseeing 
considerable alterations to the church. “The 15th c.  Screen which had formerly 
enclosed a chantry chapel was removed from the organ chamber and 
repositioned in the tower arch. A new organ was erected in the recess on the 
north side of the chancel. The altar was lengthened. The original floor level of the 
sanctuary was reinstated and repaired with stone. Three pews on each side of the 
nave towards the chancel were removed...” No doubt such developments caused 
consternation among some parishioners as major change often does. He 
remained in post until 1938.  
     Something that few would have been concerned about was the fact that at 
this time, in 1919, it is reported in the WI Book, that the Lugg Drainage Board was 
set up with the object of providing work for ex-service men to clear the river of 
obstructions and allow the water to run down more quickly. Although the writer 
adds, “Some think that this has been effective in decreasing the amount of 
flooding, but owing to the level of land it cannot be wholly so. The rate charged 
on some properties for this service is considerable..” 
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     In the same period Tom Wood notes in his School Log: “Mrs Wood is ill and 
cannot teach....” Fortunately, he had one other member of staff, Mrs Anne 
Davies, the postmaster’s wife who lived in Adlen House (now Rita’s Tea Room). 
She was appointed in 1914 and remained in the school until retirement in 1948. 
In his log he also reports that on several occasions in these early months of 1919, 
there was serious flooding in the village (suggesting the drainage work had not 
yet been entirely effective). He writes that on one occasion at least, “the school is 
completely inaccessible to a single child..” 
     And so the first wet and windy post-war year begins, no doubt with great 
optimism for the future. 

Paul Selfe & George Alderson 
 
ST MICHAEL’S HOSPICE 
 
For those who use social media, St Michael’s Hospice has launched a community 
forum on Facebook. 

It is a closed group for supportive conversation between families, 
patients and people connected to the Hospice. 

If you think you might benefit from this group, you can request to join 
by searching ‘St Michael’s Hospice Community Forum’ on the Facebook search 
icon, and then click ‘Groups’.  
 
Big Spring Walk – Sunday 17th March, 2019: 
 
Spring will soon be with us.  
Celebrate this wonderful time of year by enjoying a stroll through our glorious, 
scenic countryside. 
The St Michael’s Hospice Big Spring Walk guides you along your choice of four 
circular routes (2k, 5k, 11k, 16k), all beginning at Fownhope Recreation Ground. 
Your walk will be fully signposted, and our team of marshals will be positioned 
along the paths ready to help you on your way. 
There is no cost for this event as long as places are booked in advance online at 
www.st-michaels-hospice.org.uk/big-spring-walk/  
 
Paul Broome 
Communications Officer, St Michael’s Hospice 
Tel 01432 852 643   
Fax 01432 851 022 
st-michaels-hospice.org.uk  
facebook.com/stmichaelshospicehereford 
twitter.com/stmichaelshosp 
  

http://www.st-michaels-hospice.org.uk/big-spring-walk/
http://www.st-michaels-hospice.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/stmichaelshospicehereford
http://www.twitter.com/stmichaelshosp
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EARDISLANDIANA 
An 

Alphabetical compilation of 
Events and Circumstances of historical interest: Alphabet (ii), part (i) 

 
A ……. American         The spacing of the passage in italics which follows is as 

on pages 1-2 of the WI Book (1956), which records: 
 
        However, as motor traffic developed, and especially when lorries and buses 
came into general use, the bridge over the river and the adjoining one over the 
Mill stream made something of a bottleneck.  The screaming of brakes as cars 
met on the bridge was often heard, and sometimes there were collisions.  There 
was much talk of widening the bridge; some were for and some against this, 
those against saying that a new bridge would spoil the beauty of the village. 
      Finally, one Summer evening a convoy of heavy artillery, consisting mainly of 
15 mm. guns and their carriages and manned by Americans, came through. The 
bridge was only a very few inches wide than the vehicles, and these often had to 
back and start again before they hit the centre of the road and got over.  It took 
more than an hour for the convoy to get through, and when it had passed the 
bridge was in a very battered condition, with coping stones off, stones loose, and 
much scratched and shaken.   In 1945 it was widened by the County Surveyor, 
Mr.[------illegible] , who made an excellent job of it by using the old stones for 
facing and coping. 
                                 Photographs of the bridge before it was widened are extant. 
 
B ……. Burghe Mill    I have only one reference to this mill. The wording 

pasture near Burghe mill occurs in the Bailiff’s 
Accounts of the manor of Eardisland in 1469.  
It may well be that this is the mill which is earlier, in 
1382, referred to as Schorlemull and it may perhaps be 
that this was one of the two, un-named mills 
mentioned in Domesday Book, 1086. It is not clear 
exactly where these mills were positioned. It is, 
however, almost completely certain that they were 
not on the same sites as the two most recently 
surviving Mills here, Upper Mill/Eardisland Mill and 
Lower Mill/GlanArrow Mill. Considerable detail and 
discussion about these mills can be found on the  
parish website www.eardisland.org.uk where on the 
home page at top left: >>>“Our Parish”>>>”Parish 
History”>>>”Eardisland”>>>“Watermills”. 

 

http://www.eardisland.org.uk/
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C …….Chelmick family In 1637 Mr Coleman, Chief Constable of Stretford 
Hundred, which included Eardisland parish, reported 
arrears of Ship Money. Those cited included Thomas 
Chelmick, impliedly of Eardisland who, Mr Coleman  
reported, had lived a prisoner in the Castle of Ludlow a 
long time for Debt & no Stock on his land…not able to 
pay…He was in arrears by twelve shillings, about £105 
at present day values. 

 
D …….Davies family On 10th January 1632 Fraunces Davies was one of six 

witnesses to a grant of land by William Kynnersley, 
gent to Henry Hiett, gent, John Colles and Henry 
Mintrich. None of these parties to the transaction 
were of this parish and only one of them, John Colles 
was of Herefordshire. He was of Hatfield, Herefs., esq. 

                                   The catalogue description of this document 
[Herefordshire Archives reference D4/22] then gives a 
description of the land granted: Meadow and  
meadow grounds now or late in the occupation of 
William Kynnersley (20 acres) in the township of 
Broome and Twyford in the parish of Erdisland and in 
the common meadow called the longe meadowe being 
for the most part in Pembridge 18 acres lie together 
adjoining in part the river Arrow and in part a plock 
called Glovers Plocke on the north and the common  
field of Pembridge and the lands of the Rt. Hon. Robert 
Earl of Essex on the south and west and land of Robert 
Kinge gent, on the east, one acre is called Cartymore 
meadow (3 acres) between lands now or late of 
Roberte Kinge in the right of his wife on the west, other 
lands parcel of the manor of Twyford on the north and 
lands belonging to the parsonage of Pembridge on the 
south and a meadow called Westley on the east. The 
lands were formerly used with the capital messuage of 
Twyford.  
This land description together with other documents, 
for instance Westley shows on the Eardisland Tithe 
Map 1842/1844, enables its position to be established 
with reasonable certainty, but space and other 
printing considerations do not make it practicable to 
show this here. 
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E …….Eardisland: the Place-Name 
In 1890 the Reverend Joseph Barker, Vicar of 
Eardisland, a keen local historian, wrote that there 
were various conjectures respecting the meaning 
of Eardisland. He had taken the advice of a Cambridge 
Professor of Anglo-Saxon. The conclusions reached 
were later overridden by more thoroughly informed 
locally based historians. Dated 1916 the eminent 
scholar, churchman and historian, Canon Bannister  
published The Place-names of Herefordshire…After 
listing eight variations in spelling between 958AD and 
ending in 1786, he concluded firmly that the name 
derives from Earl’s Lene from the Old English Eorl. The 
word Lene applied to the whole district, roughly the 
valley of the river Arrow between Kington and 
Leominster. Low lying, it possibly took its name from  
the Welsh Llion, meaning floods and stream. A more 
recent historian, Coplestone-Crow, in Herefordshire 
Place-Names (1989) stipulated that the Earl is Morcar. 
He was a son of Aelfgar, Earl of the Mercians. Morcar 
had been elected Earl of the Northumbrians in                                   
October 1065.  

TO BE CONTINUED 
George Alderson 

gwawestwayes@btinternet.com  

 
  
WHEN EARDISLAND HAD A PARISH CONSTABLE & AN INSPECTOR OF 
NUISANCES 
     

 
This article is based on details provided by correspondent Mike Walsh 
who is researching his family history in Dilwyn and Eardisland. I am 
grateful for his information. Most of the events described occurred 
between about 1860-70 when the value of a penny was approximately 
the equivalent of £1. Some of the fines and costs imposed must have 
been difficult to pay for many of the accused who were found guilty. Some 

chose imprisonment. 

mailto:gwawestwayes@btinternet.com
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     One may wonder sometimes on reading contemporary newspaper accounts of 
assaults, drunkenness and other social disorders in the 21st century, whether 
there was a golden age in the not so distant past when people were better 
behaved. However, looking back at newspaper reports concerning events in and 
around our parish there seems to be evidence of equally unsociable behaviour. 
For example, in 1866 William Tomkins of Eardisland was charged with allowing “a 
nuisance to exist at some cottages in the parish injurious to the public health”. 
Superintendant Dallow stated that he had been appointed Inspector of Nuisances 
by the Board of Guardians and that this was the first information he had laid. 
Tomkins agreed to do away with the source of complaint but paid costs of 
8shillings (£40 today). 
     In July 1866 Edward Jones was charged with stealing a gun from Mr Bassett of 
the White Swan in Eardisland.  The gun disappeared from his home and the 
barrel was traced to Mr Watkins’ farm at Lower Hardwick. Two days later the 
stock was found in a blacksmith’s shop in Leominster. The gun was worth 15 
shillings (£75 today). A week or two later the policeman in charge of the case, 
Police Sergeant Christie, said he apprehended the accused in Shrewsbury. He 
realised that he was a man who had already served 7  days in Shrewsbury gaol 
for stealing ferrets. Jones pleaded guilty and was sentenced to three months 
imprisonment for the theft of the gun with hard labour. 
     In 1867 at a hearing in Weobley before magistrates (who included John 
Clowes of Burton Court) Thomas Colcombe pleaded guilty to a charge of having 
been ‘drunk and riotous’ at Almeley and Charles Price of Eardisland was charged 
with being drunk in Weobley. Each was fined 5 shillings (£25 today) with 8 
shillings and sixpence costs (£45 today). 
     Another of the magistrates was B.L.Sanders of Street Court. He heard a case in 
which Thomas Hammond was summonsed for unlawfully taking trout and eels in 
the River Arrow in which Mr Sanders had the rights of fishing. The defendant, 
Thomas Hammond, was seen taking up night lines about 4 o’clock in the 
morning. He said “If you give me any imprisonment I shall go and serve it for I 
have not one halfpenny piece: I can bring 8 or 9 witnesses to say that I was never 
there and never did such a thing”. When asked why he had not done so, 
Hammond retorted “I couldn’t today and wasn’t going to..” The bench duly 
imposed a fine of 5 shillings (£25) and 11 shillings costs (£55) and in default 14 
days imprisonment. The defendant said again that since he did not have one half 
penny piece (50p) to his name, he opted for 14 days in gaol.  
     Benjamin Sanders, the magistrate, was one of the chief property and land 
owners in this area. The others were Lord Bateman in Shobdon and John Clowes 
in Eardisland who had, for example, ten domestic staff. These included a 
Governess, Housekeeper, Lady’s Maid, various other servants, a Footman and 
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Coachman. There were clear social divisions between the magistrates and those 
whose behaviour they judged.  
     There were certainly some problems involving the younger generation in this 
late Victorian period in Eardisland. In 1868 Edward Davies aged 20, and William 
Woollas both described as “farm servants” were given 6 months imprisonment 
for setting fire to two stacks of wheat straw and two stacks of barley straw, the 
property of Elizabeth Hughes of Eardisland. 
     In 1894 there was a report about a serious fire in Eardisland which broke out 
in the rick yard at the Court House Farm. “About half past three Mrs Hope fed 
some fowls near the ricks and on turning observed some loose straw in a blaze. 
The villagers formed a cordon and passed buckets of water from the moat and 
the contents poured on the flames..” The fire brigade was summoned by Mr 
Greenhouse and they arrived about an hour later. The account indicates that 
about 12 tons of hay were saved and four of clover. A little boy of 6 named James 
Williams owned to setting fire to some straw and rubbish in the yard but stated 
that the match was given him by another lad of 13, named Fred Jones. He was 
taken into custody by the police. At that time the Parish Constable, Samuel 
Jepson was kept very busy.   
     An earlier fire, also at Court House, occurred in 1889. An account of the event 
records that sometime after 11pm a messenger was dispatched to Leominster on 
horse to raise the fire brigade, reaching there at midnight. Alarm bells were set 
ringing, but only after a lad had been lifted over the huge iron gate on the market 
hall to get at the bell rope. Firemen were ready quickly, but horses were delayed 
by 20 minutes as their harnesses could not be found. A fire engine was taken to 
the horses to save time, but there was another slight delay as insufficient 
harnesses were brought. Finally, the team got away. All went well as far as 
Buckfield when the four horses bolted. They finally stopped at Barons Cross 
when Capt Charles Moore found that one of the wheelers had both traces of the 
near side under the hind legs. When this had been sorted out, the driver, 
Clayton, was wanted to put the brake on or skid down Ebnall pitch, but he knew 
better, of course. The fire engine pelted down the hill, pushing the horses along 
and with lack of control. Cpt. Moore and driver Clayton were finally thrown off, 
together with assorted firemen, landing in road, hedge and field. John Harris 
landed on his head, but luckily he had his brass helmet on. Joseph Bowen and 
Thomas Evans landed on top of Superintendent Strangeward. Driver Clayton was 
found buried in a ditch in mud and slush, the soakage from a nearby 
smallholding, said to be somewhat smelly. Missing men were searched for with 
matches and later a lantern from a nearby cottage.  William Henry Mann was 
sent back to Leominster for medical aid. Meanwhile, the horses careered on and 
cleverly turned right towards Eardisland but were finally stopped while trying to 
take a short cut through the hedges. Bemused firemen recovered the fire engine 
and reached Eardisland in time to see the villagers putting out the fire. Several 
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firemen were put to bed and driver Richard Clayton was in serious condition. On 
hearing the sad tale, Mr John Holman of the Royal Oak Hotel, thereafter, refused 
to house the fire engine any more as he considered it quite unsafe. 
     On the other hand, although there were some disturbing events in the parish 
in the late 19th c. there were some happy occasions recorded. In the course of 
the final years of the century Col Peter Clowes married Edith Warren of Liverpool 
in 1895. In 1898 their only son Warren Peter (Master Pat) was born. To conclude 
the century, in 1899 there was a successful event which took place in the school 
room. “On Easter Tuesday there was an entertainment consisting of wax works, 
displays, tableaux, vivants, songs recitations and instrumental music. Mr Bassett 
acted as showman..” It is interesting to find that similar events (without the 
waxworks) continue to occur in our community in the same, now village hall, 
school room at various times through each year. 

Paul Selfe 
 
 
EARDISLAND WEATHER REPORT 
 

The weather for Eardisland in November 
continued with frosty mornings but 
maximum temperatures to 12 degrees in 
the daytime. The total rainfall for the 
month was 68mm (2.67inches) with 
storm Diana bringing strong winds and 
18mm (0 .7 inches) of rain on the 28th. 
Barometer pressures ranged from 29.1 to 
30.0, and the river rose to 21 inches. 

 The weather for December saw a total rainfall of 128mm (5.04 inches) 
with storm Deirdre bringing 21mm (0.86 inches) on the 15th. Barometer 
pressures ranged from 29.26 to 30.2, also seeing frosty mornings at -5 degrees to 
11 degrees daytime, the river rising to 36 inches on the 9th of December. 
 The total rainfall for 2018 was 858 mm (33.8 inches) compared with 
2017, 689 mm (27.14). 
 

Doug Tantrum reporting from Kingfisher House   
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IT WAS TWENTY YEARS AGO TODAY . . . 
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This summary was two pages back from the back page. To say it was brief would, 

I think, be an understatement. That said, there was a lot of cricket and 

information from the Oral History group. It’s fascination, looking back at these 

archive copies, to see just how much the village has changed in twenty years, but 

how similar it is still. There is a sadness to see so many names of people who are 

no longer with us. However, there are many who are still around and active in 

the village. On a personal note, Ruth and I had owned Arrow Bank for four 

months by the time the above was written, although the house was being 

renovated and we lived in a small flat in the Manor House. 

Chris Bivand  
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CONTACTS 
 
Editorial:   CHRIS BIVAND 

Arrow Bank, Eardisland, Leominster, HR6 9BT 
      01544 – 388375 
    Email:  chrisbivand@gmail.com   
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Under the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) individuals must give 
positive consent for their personal data to be held and published. Both the parish 
council and the community website have a responsibility to comply with the 
GDPR. Therefore, by actively submitting an article for publication in the parish 
magazine, you are giving positive ongoing consent for your data to be held and 
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Copy date for the next edition of the Eardisland Parish Magazine: 

 

FRIDAY 1st MARCH 2019 
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