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The Knapp House is one of Eardisland’s oldest properties, with parts believed to 
date back to about 1380. Relatively recently it was a joiner’s and wheelwright’s 
workshop. Prior to that use, it was a cottage farmer’s residence, and is a private 
residence now. There is some speculation that it may once have been an Inn or a 
staging post for the New Radnor carriage route from Leominster that passed 
through the village. 
 
Source: ‘Eardisland – An Oral History’. ISBN 0 9526472 0 6 
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EDITORIAL 
 
This year sees the Parish Council elections, on Thursday 2nd May to be precise. 
Thus, this is the last magazine before we have a new Parish Council. I believe that 
the PC plays a vital role in the functioning of this community, and feel equally 
that it is our responsibility to vote to elect those who we believe will represent 
best our values and interests. Even better, why not stand for election? Full details 
can be found on the Herefordshire County website: 
https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/info/200152/elections  

Given that there are likely to be changes, both on the PC and elsewhere, 
‘Who’s Who? and Organisations’ will be revised and circulated with the magazine 
later in the year. I have also been made aware that there is an anomaly in the 
advertising rates in the magazine and this will be addressed – any changes will be 
notified to current advertisers, but rates will not change for advertisers with 
existing agreements. 

When I started working on this edition, I had a problem with my email, 
which suddenly decided not to send or receive. Given that almost everything 
these days is via email, this was potentially serious. Luckily, this was fairly easily 
fixed. Please bear in mind that if you send something by email you should get a 
personal message of thanks from me – not an automated reply. If you received a 
message along the lines of ‘message not read’, please ignore this, it was part of 
fixing the problem. 

Finally, am I the only one to find the recent hot weather in February 
somewhat disconcerting?  It was just very odd for the time of year.

Chris Bivand 

https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/info/200152/elections
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EARDISLAND PARISH DIARY 
 

Saturday 16th March Soup and Pud, VH 

Wednesday 20th March Church Electoral Roll deadline, p.13 

Saturday 23rd March Litter Pick, p.18 

Thursday 4th April Eardisland in Bloom AGM, p.18 

Friday 5th April Craft Event, p.9 

Saturday 6th April French Breakfast/Coffee Morning, p.10 

Sunday 7th April Church APM, p.13. Seed planting, p.18 

Saturday 13th April Bowling Club opening, p.19 

Sunday 14th April ‘0’ Gauge Group, p.17 

Thursday 18th April PC Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Saturday 20th April Easter Event, VH, details on notice board 

Friday 3rd May Magazine Copy Date 

3/4th May St Michael’s Plant Fair, p.33 

Saturday 11th May Plant Sale, p.18 

Thursday 16th May Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

17th – 21st May ETA French visit to Eardisland, p.9 

Monday 20th May ETA Plaque Dedication and Tea Party, p.9 

Friday 17th May Projected Magazine Distribution 

Thursday 27th June Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Friday 5th July Magazine Copy Date 

W/E 6th/7th July Open Gardens, p.11 

Friday 19th July Projected Magazine Distribution 

Thursday 25th July Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Thursday 5th September Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Friday 6th September Magazine Copy Date 

Saturday 7th September Village Show, p.21 

Friday 20th September Projected Magazine Distribution 

Saturday 12th October Craft and Produce Fair, p.18 

Thursday 24th October Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Friday 15th November* Magazine Copy Date 

Friday 28th November Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Friday 29th November Projected Magazine Distribution 

 
Village Hall projected dates for the year are on page 8. 
Regularly: Share a Care – last Thursday of the month. 
 
For the latest information on events (or cancellation), please visit the Eardisland 
Community Website: www.eardisland.org.uk  

http://www.eardisland.org.uk/
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PARISH COUNCIL UPDATE 
 
1. The Feasibility Study Working Group Community Consultation Event was held 

on Saturday 2 February 12-6.00 pm and was followed up with a questionnaire 

sent out to all householders who did not attend the event. The response rate 

is around 50% of possible households and possible voters. The Group will be 

considering the results and then will make a recommendation to the March 

parish council meeting based on the analysis. 

2. The consultation at the Feasibility Study event on the siting of a Community 

Garden and new Children’s Allotments on the recreation ground showed 

good support for this project and at the February meeting, the parish council 

resolved to support it. The garden will be sited behind the Bowling Club on 

the Recreation Ground.  

3. Members of the parish council recently met with representatives from the 

Environment Agency and Balfour Beatty on behalf of Herefordshire highways 

department to discuss concerns about the silt on the River Arrow by the 

bridge. The parish council will be meeting the local householders first and 

then give further information in the next magazine. 

4. Herefordshire is running a campaign to encourage people to stand as ward or 

parish councillors, www.herefordshire.gov.uk/beacouncillor. Please consider 

if you can volunteer to help your community. 

5. Advice from the police is that if you see bad driving within the parish, you 

need to take a photo or video of the vehicle showing the number plate and 

upload the photo or video to the dedicated website Operation Snap 

www.westmercia.police.uk/operationsnap or contact otherwise the Safer 

Roads Partnership via 101. For any action to be taken by the police the 

parishioner must be willing to make a statement to the police. However, the 

chance of having to give evidence in court is very small indeed, a written 

statement is usually all that is required from a complainant. 

6. The new parish council website can be accessed at www.eardisland-pc.gov.uk  

with the community website continuing to provide all other information at 

www.eardisland.org.uk. The new email address for the Clerk is available on 

the new parish council website.  

7. GDPR requires people to give positive consent for the parish council to hold 

personal data and to allow you to receive emails. If you have given consent to 

be alerted to new events in the parish and new items on the website (eg. PC 

http://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/beacouncillor
http://www.westmercia.police.uk/operationsnap
http://www.eardisland-pc.gov.uk/
http://www.eardisland.org.uk/
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agendas and minutes) on the community website, your details have been 

added to the new parish council website for news alerts. Please contact the 

Clerk if you wish your name and data to be removed from this list.  

8. The parish council receives numerous complaints about dog fouling and has 

now put up notices under the Public Spaces Protection Order. Removal of 

these notices without the consent of the parish council will be considered as 

vandalism and followed up. Most dog owners in the parish are responsible. 

Please support the initiatives by continuing to pick up your dog’s faeces and 

encouraging those dog owners who do not. In a positive move to encourage 

dog owners, dispenser boxes with free dog poo bags have been provided in 

various places for those owners who find they do not have a bag with them. 

In addition, the shop has a supply of dog poo bags to buy. 

9. The following planning applications have been considered or noted in 

November and December:  P184182/FH, Viner Lodge, Eardisland, HR6 9BP – 

Proposed conservatory – Resolved to support principle of development but 

consider materials used should be either wood or aluminium to be in full 

conformity with Eardisland NDP policy E1 (o), particularly as application site is 

next door to the church, a Grade 2* listed building – Noted approved.  Noted 

P183967/PA7, Grove House, Monkland, HR6 9DF – Application for prior 

notification of proposed agricultural building – Prior Approval (full planning 

application) not required, development can proceed. Noted P181244/F, The 

Granary, Lynch Court, Eardisland, HR6 9AR – Proposed erection of new 

dwelling – Approved with conditions. Noted P184404/K, Overbush, 

Eardisland, HR6 9BP – Propose to remove one spruce, two evergreens of 

leylandi type, one laurel, and one unidentified prunus type. The evergreens 

have outgrown their positions and are of little or no amenity value. The 

prunus is diseased and may be replaced if I am advised a replacement would 

thrive – Resolved to support under Minor Planning Matters Policy – Noted 

Works Allowed. P190200/F, Arrow Bank Holiday Park, Eardisland, HR6 9BG – 

Retrospective application for enlarging existing pond and disposal of 

excavated material on adjacent land – Resolved to support and comment: 

disappointment with consistency of retrospective applications and history of 

conflict with parish; request relevant County Land Drainage expert to assess 

whether development will affect local bore holes and flood risk, for 

conformity with Eardisland NDP policy E17; request permissive path round 

lake and opening of footpath through mound to water’s edge to foster sense 
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of community between village and caravan park, for conformity with 

Eardisland NDP policy E12; require better co-operation with parish council to 

discuss future plans and closer working relationship; require masterplan of 

park to be provided. P 190283/F and P190284/L, Hardwick House, Pembridge 

– Change of use of building from domestic ancillary to a venue for business 

and leisure uses – Resolved to support and comment: in conformity with 

Eardisland NDP policy E17; concern about access via narrow lanes. 

P190005/FH, Green Lane Cottage, Eardisland, HR6 9BN – Proposed two 

bedroom ancillary detached granny annexe. Demolition of 3 outbuildings and 

replacement with a 3 bay garage with store above – Resolved to support 

principle of development and comment: only support principle of 

development on site as current design not in conformity with Conservation 

Area or Eardisland NDP policies E1 and E9; annexe does not match 

vernacular; Flood Risk Assessment, Design and Access Statement and details 

of sewage system and capacity required to conform to Conservation Area and 

NDP. Noted P190100/U, Folly Farm, Eardisland, HR6 9BS – Certificate of 

lawfulness for existing use for maintenance and repair of plant and 

machinery, commercial vehicles and HGVs, and also the storage distribution 

of construction materials – No comments being accepted. P190276/U, 

Bramlyn, Lynch Court, Eardisland, HR6 9AR – Proposed lawful development 

certificate for an existing use in breach of condition 1 of planning permission 

13571 – Resolved to support lifting of agricultural tie, no evidence known of 

occupation by agricultural worker for 18 years.  

P182309/F – Hinton Manor, Eardisland, HR6 9BG – Proposed variation of 
condition 4 of planning permission 143178 (Proposed conversion of 
agricultural barn to form agricultural worker dwelling, party barn and ancillary 
live in carer accommodation) to allow agricultural workers dwelling to be 
used as a Holiday Let (Retrospective) – Approved with conditions. 

10. The planned parish council meeting dates can be found in the diary of the 

magazine. Extra meetings will be held if required to meet deadlines for 

response to planning applications and details can be found on the notice 

boards and website. Meetings are open to the public and a short time is 

allocated on the agenda to take questions or comments from parishioners, in 

line with the council’s standing orders. 

Alison Sutton 

Parish Clerk 

Eardisland Parish Council 
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EARDISLAND W.I. REPORT  
 
In December our Christmas Luncheon at the New Inn Pembridge was a great hit. 
(Much better to go in the day time we found). Instead of a 'Secret Santa' we all 
gave our £5 and this was sent to 'Help the Heroes'. 
 In January we shared afternoon tea with scones and of course, jam and 
cream. Depending which you spread first it was a Cornish or Devonshire cream 
tea! February was boozy once again as Duncan Fox from Sly Gin at the Haven, 
Dilwyn gave us an insight into the history of gin making and the setting up of 
their enterprise at the Haven after leaving the Herb Gardens at Lawton Cross. 
They are making two bespoke flavoured gins this year one to promote the Haven 
Breast Cancer Charity. They won an award to have their own locally sourced 
bottles made to their own design so, those of you who are gin connoisseurs, look 
out for them. We were able to taste three of their gins, neat or with a dash of 
Fevertree tonic for those who preferred. 
 On Monday 11th March our speaker is Jenny Platts and her subject is 
'Herefordshire Market Towns', so that should be colourful with her lovely 
photographs etc. To follow that on Monday 8th April we have Amanda Ames of 
Amanda Jane Millinery so that should be very enlightening. Also, on Sunday 14th 
April we will be catering for Doug's Annual Railway Day in the village hall which 
will be open to the public from 10am until 4.30pm and bacon rolls and home- 
made cakes will be served all day. 
 In May we are going on an afternoon visit to Bryans Ground gardens. 
 In January two new ladies to our village joined our tea party afternoon, 
one of whom came along in February too, along with another newcomer to the 
village, so, membership is rising gradually. If you wish to give it a try, then come 
as a visitor at a nominal fee of £3 which will subsequently be reimbursed if you 
then decide to become a member. 
 Arrangements for our July Centenary celebrations are underway so 
please watch this space. 

Mavis Tantrum 
(Secretary Eardisland W.I.) 

 01544 387972 
 
EARDISLAND VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE  

 
Following a Health and Safety consultation with a representative of 

ACRE (Action with Communities in Rural England), the Parish Council agreed to 
fund the work required to render the village hall kitchen a safer place in which 
volunteers and hirers could work. Four recommendations were made: that 
certain power points were moved, new non-slip flooring should be installed, 
installation of a ventilation fan should be investigated and that the peninsula 
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unit/work-surface be removed as it constituted an impediment to the safe flow 
of movement in a non-domestic kitchen and a major fire exit hazard. 
 The village hall management committee have organised the work.  Power points 
have been moved, the unit has been removed (using volunteer labour) and the 
new floor is being installed as I type. Quotes for an electric ventilation fan are 
being sought.  
The future of the village hall is in the hands of the parishioners and the Parish 
Council, but the management committee are doing their best to make our village 
hall a better place to be for the foreseeable future. 

This year’s village hall events are being planned; we hope you will find 
them enjoyable: 

 

16.3.19 Soup and Pud Lunch. Tickets on sale now at the village 
shop. 

5.4.19 Craft Event: Glass Coaster Workshop 

20.4.19 Easter event: details to follow 

22.6.19 Children’s Craft Workshop 

29.6.19 Village Picnic 

7.6.19 Craft event: Flower Arranging Workshop 

20.7.19 Family Rounders games 

25.8.19 Annual Duck Race 

7.9.19 Village Show 

October 2019 
 (date tbc) 

Fiesta Night! 

November 2019 
(date tbc) 

Autumn Bingo 

20.12.19 Carol singing outside the village shop, followed by 
mulled wine 

31.12.19 New Year’s Eve party with live music 

 
As usual, details for each event will appear nearer the date. We look forward to 
seeing you at these events and welcome any ideas you have for other events that 
can increase the fun and enjoyment on offer in Eardisland. 
 

Carole Millin 
for EVHMC 

Charity number 1108366 
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ETA VILLAGE TEA PARTY AND COMMEMORATION EVENT 
 
When we receive a visit from our Twinning friends between May 17th and 21st we 
will have 2 events that we hope many in the village will be able to attend. At 2.30 
on May 20th we will gather by the shop for a commemoration of the Frenchmen 
who died from La Vieille Lyre in the First World War. They have already erected a 
small monument to remember their liberation in 1945 led by Earl Spencer, and 
will be placing a plaque in their village to recall the men from Eardisland who 
died. It is a remembrance of our shared history. 

After this thoughtful event we will move on to the Village Hall where 
there will be a Tea Party to which members of the community are invited. This 
will begin at about 3.15pm for 2 hours, so I hope this will allow for some at work 
and school to participate as well. Tickets will be available, at no charge, from the 
Village shop nearer the date. 

Please do note the date and times. Thank you. 
Elaine Harper, Chair of Eardisland Twinning Committee 

cande@hartsons.plus.com for further information or to register an interest. 
 
KINGSLAND AND EARDISLAND HOSPICE FRIENDS 
 
Our total raised from January to December 2018 is £3,190.14.  Thank to you all 
who added to our total since the group was formed. We have raised £94,650.14 
which is edging nearer to our current goal of £100,000. 

We hope to have a collection at Morrisons again this year, but it is 
proving difficult to get a date.  I had hoped to include them in this magazine, but 
further events will follow. 

Many thanks to all who support us. 
Dorothy Brown 

CRAFT WORKSHOP 
 

Thank you to the 15 crafters who joined us for our craft workshop at the 
beginning of February. The Prolific Crafters taught us how to needle-felt an 
animal - and we were all pretty pleased with the results. (If you didn't make it, no 
doubt you'll see them exhibited at the show this year!) 

Our next workshop is Friday April 5th at 7.00pm - Bryony Burn will be 
teaching us how to make decorated glass coasters. All resources will be provided 
- feel free to bring your own drinks or snacks. This event is free, but numbers will 
be limited, so please e-mail me if you'd like to attend or if you have any 
questions. 

Please also keep your eyes peeled for a Flower Arranging evening (June 
7th) and a children's workshop (June 22nd). 

Thanks, Jo South, jo.evhmc@yahoo.com 

mailto:cande@hartsons.plus.com
mailto:jo.evhmc@yahoo.com
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EARDISLAND OPEN GARDENS WEEKEND 2019 
Sat 6th/Sun 7th July 11am-5pm Adults £6 

 

 
Ticket Sales, Refreshments, Raffle, Toilets, Parking  

all at Village Hall (signposted) 
 

THIS POPULAR ANNUAL EVENT 
 
 

Makes an important contribution to the finances for  
the upkeep of our Parish church. 

 

THE SUCCESS OF THE WEEKEND 
 
 

Relies jointly on the dedicated garden owners and the 
unstinting efforts of the many volunteers who provide the 

range of services available for visitors at the village hall 
which all contribute to a successfully organised event. 

 

CAN YOU OFFER SOME HELP PLEASE? 
 
 

We shall be delighted to hear from you, without obligation. 
Please contact one of our organising group (all code 01544): 

 

Lottie James (gardens) 388207 
Richard Kirby (ticket sales, parking, raffle) 388810 

Rita Kirby (catering) 388810 
 

We look forward to hearing from you. 
 

THANK YOU 
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SPONSOR A LILY 2019 
 
It’s that time of year and once again Eardisland Church Flower Guild invite you to 
help sponsor the lilies at St Mary’s Church this Easter. This could be to give 
thanks for a special occasion or to remember a loved one. A gift of £5 is 
suggested for each lily but lesser or greater sums would be equally welcome, 
and, with your usual generous support, we hope to have a wonderful display of 
flowers in our church on Easter Day. To enable us to order lilies for everyone to 
be remembered we would be really grateful if you would return your sponsor 
form with donation as soon as you can. 

Names of all the people or events being remembered will be posted in 
the church and any monies remaining after the purchase of the lilies will be used 
by the Flower Guild to help buy flowers to decorate the church throughout the 
rest of the year. 

Sponsor forms can be found on the table at the back of the church and 
in the Community Shop. 

Thank you 
Wendy Priday 

The Old Vicarage, Eardisland 
 On behalf of Eardisland Church Flower Guild 

 
2019 CHURCH ELECTORAL ROLL 
 

This year, a new electoral roll must be prepared, no names are carried forward 
from the existing roll. 

Application forms are available from the church, the last day for 
enrolment is Wednesday 20th March 2019. 

Mike Coleburn 
 

ANNUAL PARISH MEETINGS 2019 
 
The Annual Parish Meeting of Parishioners, at which your Churchwardens are 
elected, and the Annual Parochial Church Meeting, at which the PCC is elected, 
will be held on Sunday 7th April. There will be a short service of Morning Prayer at 
9.30 am and the meetings will start with coffee at approximately 10.15. All 
parishioners whose names are entered on the Church Electoral Roll of the parish 
or are resident in the parish and whose names are entered on the local 
government register, are entitled to vote at the election of Churchwardens. 

Those whose names are entered on the Church Electoral Roll are 
entitled to vote at the election of the PCC and other representatives of the laity. 
Both the Churchwardens are standing down this year so we would really 
welcome your input at these meetings. 
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There will also be an opportunity to hear about what St. Mary’s has 
been doing during 2018 and its exciting plans for the coming year. 

Do come along. 
Beryl Hoda 

Churchwarden 
CHURCH MATTERS 
 
Priest-in-Charge:  Rev. Julie Read. The Rectory, Kingsland. 
    07826 194400, rev.julie@btinternet.com 
    01568 708255 
 
Churchwardens   Beryl Hoda. Arrow Lawn, Eardisland. 
      01544 388131 
                                                Dian Cope. Downome, Eardisland. 
                                                 01544 388317 
   
Lay Co-Chair:                      Richard Kirby  01544 388810  
Treasurer:         Mike Coleburn  01544 388486 
Organist:           Annette Blyth 01544 388241 
PCC Secretary:   Liz Lever  01544 388157 
 
SERVICES AT CHURCH OF ST MARY THE VIRGIN, EARDISLAND 
 

 

Wednesday 6th March – Ash Wednesday 

7.30 pm Benefice Holy Communion Kingsland 

 

Sunday 10th March 

6 pm Healing Service 
 

Eardisland 
(No morning Service) 

 

Sunday 17th March 

9.30 am  Holy Communion Eardisland 

 

Sunday 24th March 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

 

Sunday 31st March 

10.30 am Benefice Mothering Sunday 
Service with Kingsland school 

Eardisland 
 

mailto:rev.julie@btinternet.com
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FROM REV. JULIE READ 
 
Thankfully the days are lengthening, and sunlight is being restored to our lives. 
The word Lent comes from the lengthening of days, and as the signs of spring are 
appearing all around us, we look to spring clean our lives from the cobwebs of 
old habits and hibernation. Lent in the spiritual sense is a time to stop and assess 
by either giving up some luxury and using the time and money to better ends, to 
start some new positive way to help others, to search for wisdom and truth, to 
stop and spend some time with God and engage with the deep meaning of life 
both for ourselves and for our world. 

The Church has on offer a few things that might help: on Tuesday 
mornings starting on March 12th from 9.30am (meet in the Church Porch to go to 
the agreed venue) we will look at the Environment through poetry, art, the Bible 
and discussion. (6 weeks but you can drop in and out as needs be), on Sunday 
March 10th at 6.30pm there is a healing service in the church, with space to pray 
and to open yourself up to God in the silence and beauty of Eardisland Church, 
on Wednesday 17th April (book it in your diary) just before Easter “Riding Lights” 

 

Sunday 7th April 

9.30 am Morning Prayer followed by 
coffee and the Annual Church 
Meetings (see advert) 

Eardisland 
 
 

 

Sunday 14th April – Palm Sunday 

10.30 am Benefice Holy Communion with 
Donkey 

Aymestrey 
 

 

Wednesday 17th April 

7.30 pm  Riding Lights Theatre Company 
present 
“The Narrow Road” 
(see advert) 

Eardisland 

 

Friday 19th April – Good Friday 

2 pm  
 

Meditation – “The Final Hour” Eardisland 

 

Sunday 21st April – Easter Sunday 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 
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(the Christian Theatre Company) will once again be coming to Eardisland and this 
time their production is called “The Narrow Road” and you will be able to buy 
tickets from Liz Lever in the village. Easter is very late this year, and “The Narrow 
Road” falls in Holy Week, in the week leading up to Easter. 

We look forward to welcoming children from Kingsland School at our 
Mothering Sunday service on 31st March at 10.30am – all are welcome. Thank 
you to all those who have contributed to the annual stall of gifts that the local 
churches make available to the children at Kingsland School in the week before 
Mothering Sunday so that for a small sum, they may buy a gift for someone who 
mothers them. Thank you also to those who have made twiddlemuffs for those in 
hospital who need distraction from what troubles them.  

Coming up at the beginning of April is our annual meeting for the 
election of Churchwardens, and PCC members. This year we will be very sad to 
be saying thank you to the two churchwardens who have served us loyally and 
with grit, determination and wisdom over the time I have been here. Beryl Hoda 
will be moving to new pastures in the late spring and we will reluctantly have to 
let her go. She has an ability to encourage and guide the church in faith and love, 
and has a great gift of organisation. Dian Cope has been the other half of this 
wonderful team, and has given of her care and concern of all people and kept the 
church building running in clockwork order and whilst she will still be giving of 
her time and talents, she will step back from the responsibility of the being 
churchwarden as a new team are found to serve for a few years. In losing Beryl 
we will also have to say thank you to Alister for his practical, creative and kind 
service to the church over many years. You will be sorely missed.  

As one door closes another opens and we are glad that Rosie Capon has 
moved into the village with her sister Felicity joining her recently. Rosie is a 
Reader in the Church of England, which is an authorised minister and soon she 
will be licensed to take services in this group of parishes. We look forward to 
welcoming her into the team of ministers working within this patch, and there 
will be a special service to license her in due course. Do watch out for details. 
In our plans for the provision of an extension for the church on the far side of the 
building, we would like to speak to the families of the following as the work takes 
us near to the headstones named here: James Kington 1908, George Griffiths 
1899, May Anne Jones 1912 (and niece Fanny 1917) Elen Mary Ricketts (1909) 
William Wilding Preece 1934 and Sarah Preece. If you know of these families or 
could put us in touch with someone who might, please let one of us know and we 
can follow it up (Julie Read 01568 708 255 or Richard Kirby (01544 388810).  

 
With every blessing 

 
Julie 
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HEREFORDSHIRE BORDERS ‘0’ GAUGE GROUP 
 
We are planning another running session for Sunday 14th April 2019 between 
10.00am and 4.30pm at Eardisland Village Hall, Eardisland, Leominster, 
Herefordshire HR6 9BP, using the East Midlands test track. 

The W.I. will be serving light refreshments, including bacon rolls and 
local traders may be present together with Amberly Services. 

• Entrance fee £2.50 (adults). 

• No insurance will be taken out for stock etc. 

• Children must be accompanied by adults.  
 

For further details please contact Doug Tantrum on  01544 387972 or Fred 
Jenkins on  01432 350527 or email  dougtantrum@hotmail.com. 
 
LIGHTS 
 
With energy prices rising, it is a sensible thing to protect both your wallet and the 
planet – lots of small savings make a big one. You may not have thought much 
about lighting, but the technology has changed a lot over the years, and, as ever, 
prices are dropping. The latest bulbs are LED (Light Emitting Diode). They have 
been around for some time but have been prohibitively expensive – no longer. 
 Let me give you an example. In our kitchen we have downlights in the 
ceiling, there are 13 in all. When we restored the house, some 20 years ago, we 
fitted halogen bulbs, each of 35 watts (this is a little less than a traditional 60W 
bulb). So, when all the lights were on, we were using 455 watts – four and a half 
‘old’ 100W bulbs equivalent approximately. 
 For around £20, I have converted all these to LED which run at 5W each, 
give out about the same amount of light and will last many, many times longer. 
Rather than using 455W, we are using only 65W, a seventh of the original (and 
the halogen bulbs were ‘energy saving’ at the time of fitting). 
 The technical details are too extensive to describe here, but essentially, 
to replace old bulbs in ordinary lights, just buy an LED which will fit (bayonet, 
screw – mostly bayonet in the UK). Warm white is the colour hue to go for inside 
the house. The cheapest suppliers are Toolstation (in Wickes, Hereford) and 
Screwfix (Hereford), both are online or search eBay etc. It’s best to work out 
what you want and bulk buy, chuck the old bulbs, replace with the new, and 
watch your energy bill go down. Bulbs are available in Morrisons, B & Q etc., but 
tend to be pricey. 
 As always, if you are not sure about wiring or complicated electrics, 
consult a qualified electrician. Otherwise, it’s a direct, easy, replacement. 

Chris Bivand 

mailto:dougtantrum@hotmail.com
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EARDISLAND IN BLOOM 
 
After the wonderfully warm and sunny end to February, the E Team will be 
starting our regular Thursday morning sessions in the village on 7th March, 
starting with a general tidying up after the (not so bad) ravages of winter, 
weather permitting of course. This year we will be aiming to do more perennial 
plantings and helping to establish the new community garden – see page 4. 
If you are interested in joining us you will be very welcome indeed.  
 
Important Team dates coming up to note: 
Saturday 23rd March: the annual Eardisland Litter Pick. Meet outside the 
dovecote at 10 am; all necessary equipment will be provided via Herefordshire 
Council 
Thursday 4th April: our AGM to be held at Homeleigh, from 2.30 pm, by kind 
permission of Kathleen & Barry Freeman 
Saturday 11th May: our annual Plant Sale in the village hall, starting at 10 am 
Saturday 12th October, the annual Craft & Produce Fayre, utilising both the 
church and village hall.  
Please note that bookings will open for this event around 25th March and we 
expect it to be fully booked within a few weeks. If you live in our parish and 
would like to reserve a stall, if you haven’t already please let Phil Milchard 
know ASAP on  01544 388097 or email Eardislandcfair@btinternet.com  
 

Phil Milchard  Chris Watson  Wendy Cross 
 
EARDISLAND COMMUNITY GARDEN 
 
Thank you if you came along to the consultation event on the 2nd February and 
filled in a questionnaire about the plans for a community garden. There was an 
overwhelmingly positive response to the idea and the proposal was agreed by 
the Parish Council on the 14th February. 

We now have a plot of land to work with, a currently unused area on the 
recreation ground behind the bowling club. It’s hoped that over time this can be 
developed in a variety of ways for the enjoyment of all in the community. Initially 
we’ll be applying for some funding to fence off an area from rabbits and dogs, 
then build some raised beds within this for growing vegetables and flowers. 

We’ll be holding a first session planting seeds on the afternoon of 
Sunday 7th April. This will be aimed mostly at children, but anyone is welcome to 
come along and see what is going on. We’re keen for the garden to expand to 
more than just vegetables, so if you have any thoughts on other plants that might 
suit the plot, we’d welcome the input! 

Ben Woodcock 

mailto:Eardislandcfair@btinternet.com
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EARDISLAND BOWLING CLUB 
 
As we say in the bowling world "Hope you have wintered well. "Spring has 
definitely arrived and so the start of our bowling season will soon be upon us! 
Our "Opening Day" is on Saturday 13th April from 2p.m. You are invited to come 
along and give it a go but please remember to bring flat soled shoes so as to 
protect the green. 

Club nights follow on each Tuesday night starting to play at 6.30, so get 
there early if you wish to play. 
 On Thursday 18th April we are holding a Bingo night in the club house. 
There will be prizes a raffle and of course the bar will be open! Doors open 7pm 
and eyes down at 7.30pm. Everyone is welcome. 
 

Doug Tantrum  01544 387972 
 

WINTER LIGHT LEVELS IN EARDISLAND 
 
How does our winter of 2018/19 compare with other recent winters in Eardisland 
for light levels?  
All figures below using Kilo Watt hours per day (Kwh/d) monthly averages, and 
subject to the usual provisos: 
 

Month/Winter 2015/16 2016/17 2017/18 2018/19 

December 1.4 2.0 missing 1.7 

January 2.5 2.3 missing 2.6 

February 5.9 3.6 6.0 6.4 

TOTAL 9.8 7.9 11.2 10.7 

  
Taking the figures for the 3 winter months together, this winter produced a 
simple total of 10.7.  This is 5% less bright than the record winter of 2017/18, 
which was itself 10% brighter than the combined average of the years from 
2012/13 to 2017/18. So, Eardisland has had a comparatively reasonably bright 
winter overall. However, this was dramatically influenced by the record February 
output figure of 6.4, itself boosted by the exceptionally warm and sunny two 
days of the 26th and 27th, both days producing records of 12.7 and 12.8 Kwh/d 
respectively - the previous highest daily total in the month of February was 12.2 
on 18th Feb 2013. 

March with its longer days to date has averages of between 6.8 – 10.6 
Kwh/d, so I for one am looking forward to the brighter days ahead.    
         

   Chris Watson 
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1919 
February :  The publication of Richmal Crompton’s  first ‘Just William’ story and 
also in  that month,  P.G.Wodehouse’s short story collection ‘My Man Jeeves’ 
appeared. The first royal wedding in Westminster Abbey since the 14th century 
took place on 27th of the month when Princess Patricia of Connaught, a 
granddaughter of Queen Victoria, married Commander Alexander Ramsay, a 
commoner.   
4th - 5th March. Riots took place at a camp in North Wales when troops of the 
Canadian Expeditionary Force were awaiting repatriation. Five men were killed 
and 25 convicted of mutiny.  
3rd April.  The Government agrees to the release of imprisoned conscientious 
objectors.  
7th April – The Original Dixieland Jazz band is the first to arrive from USA to tour 
England starting with a 15-month residency at the London Hippodrome.  
13 April – The Amritsar Massacres took place in India when 379 Sikhs were killed.  
May saw the beginning of the Third Anglo-Afghan war. 
 
It is likely that parishioners in Eardisland were aware of such events, since the 
Village Reading Room was active (as it had been since 1876) on the top floor of 
the old grammar school. There were weekly and daily papers provided (courtesy 
of Col Clowes) as well as opportunities for games and pastimes which included 
whist, a rifle club and a lending library. The WI book (1956) provides some 
insights into day to day life immediately before and after the Great War. No 
doubt skills developed by local people during the war were a valued asset when it 
finished. A gardening club existed to encourage more home-grown food and 
Gardening was introduced into the school curriculum. In 1917 it was noted that 
3,600 eggs were collected for wounded soldiers and some sent to France. An 
interesting letter in response thanking villagers was received in the home of Jim 
Kington of The Grove Farm. With more awareness of the need to maintain a 
healthy population, a nurse was appointed to serve the village. There is evidence 
in the recollections of people interviewed for the WI Book that rates of pay 
increased after 1919. Before this date a labourer earned about 12shillings a week 
(now about £30) and a waggoner fourteen shillings a week (now about £35). 
After 1919 such wages rose to just over £2 (now the equivalent of about £100). 
The wage after 1919 for a girl in service was between £4 and £5 per anum. (now 
about £200-£250). In a wealthy family uniform was provided and she would have 
to attend church on Sundays. Women working on farms as casual labour would 
earn about 4pence an hour (now about 80p). In light of such low incomes it is 
interesting to find that in 1919 the boys in the village managed to collect 
35shillings “for a football” which would be the equivalent of about £88 in present 
values. Perhaps it included goalposts and corner flags. 

Paul Selfe and George Alderson 
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The Village Hall 
Saturday 7th September 

2019 
2.00 – 4.30 pm 

 

Prizes will be awarded at 4.00 pm 
 
 
 

  £1 admission charge for adults 
 Children free 
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Section  A  COOKERY 
 

1 A fruitcake (see recipe on entry form) 
2 A jar of homemade jam 
3 A jar of homemade marmalade 
4 A jar of homemade chutney 
5 6 cookies (same type, please specify) 
6 3 scones (same type, please specify) 
7 3 sausage rolls 
 
Section B     DRINKS 
 
8 A flavoured gin 
9 A flavoured spirit 
10 A non-alcoholic drink 
 
Section C   FLORAL ART 
No artificial fruit or flowers.   
 
11 A harvest basket  
12 A continental style display 
13 5 flower heads floating in water 
 
Section D   CRAFT 
 
14 An animal (any size, any material e.g. wood, pottery, fabric, 
paper) 
15 A coaster 
16 A cushion (any material) 
17 My Pride and Joy (1 piece of craft, any medium) 
 
Section E     HORTICULTURE- Division 1 
 
18        A yellow rose (Megan Lloyd Trophy) 
19 Roses (3 flowers, any variety) 
20 Garden flowers (3 flowers, any variety) 
21 Sweet peas (5 stems, any colour) 
22 ‘My pride and joy’ (a single flower head) 
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HORTICULTURE - Division 2 
 
23 3 cooking apples (Leslie Evans prize) 
24 3 tomatoes 
25 A display of garden fruits (any size) 
26 A display of garden produce (any size) 
27 A hand-tied bunch of fresh herbs (may be displayed in a jug) 
28 ‘My pride and joy’ (1 item of produce) 
 
Section F    PHOTOGRAPHY 
Maximum 7” x 5” mounted (size including mount not more than 9” x 7”) 
 
29 Eardisland Swans 
30 Fruit 
31 A black and white photograph 
32 A photograph with a caption 
 
Section G    ART 
Pictures may be mounted but not glazed.   Stretched canvases are 
acceptable 
 
33 A painted pebble 
34 Water 
35 ‘My pride and joy’  (1 piece of art, any medium) 
 
Section H       JUST FOR A LAUGH…  

(entries free and open to all ages) 
 

36 Vegetable animal 
37 Limerick beginning, “As the Eardisland swans swam by..” 
38 Heaviest potatoes - 16 and over 
39 Heaviest potatoes - under 16s 
 
(Potato classes sponsored by Eardisland in Bloom. Seed potatoes and 
details of how to enter will be in the Village Shop). 
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Section I       CHILDREN 
Children of 16 and over are encouraged to enter the adult categories.  
Please put your age on the Entry Form so that it may be taken into 
consideration by the judges. 
 

Children under 5 
 

40 A greetings card 
41 A clay animal 
42 A painted pebble 
43 A decorated biscuit 
 

Children 5-10  
 

44 A greetings card 
45 A clay animal 
46 A painted pebble 
47 3 jam tarts 
 
Children 11-15 
 
48 A greetings card 
49 A clay animal 
50 A painted pebble 
51 3 jam tarts 
 
 

See Entry Form for details of how to enter 
 

Entry Forms available from the Village Shop, Parish Magazine or Parish 
Website from July. 
 
Entries cost 40p per item for adults.  Children may enter free of charge in 
the Children's Sections but fee payable in adult section. 
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EARDISLAND MEMORIAL WALKS 
 
Through the Armistice centennial the project’s progress included the waymarking 
of the 13 Memorial Walks, each named after a soldier whose name is inscribed 
on our War Memorial.  A number of memorial gates – each walk has or will have 
one – feature at respective commemorations and subsequent communal walks 
on the paths.  Thank you to those who turned out and supported these events; 
we have more to follow this year and each will be advertised.   
 The number of walk guides printed and distributed differs from those 
actually sold, although we can say with confidence that the walks have proven to 
be generally popular with local people: visitors and walking groups offering 
encouragement and positive feed-back.  Heritage Lottery was good enough to 
cover the start-up costs and Herefordshire Community Foundation has helped 
with funds to ensure each of our lads will be remembered by our distinctive large 
oak gates.  We still have three to install, and, depending on how things roll out, 
might add a fourth.  It’s hard to judge how well known our 13 have become, but 
at least the names are read and remembered during the respective walks. 
 The interpretation board outside the Dovecote will soon be replaced, 
partly because of new content information and otherwise to smarten it up by 
using different materials.  In the upstairs’ ‘Heritage Centre’ can be found a 
display that complements the Walks project. The monthly War Diary copies have 
been removed, but you can connect to the internet in the Centre and go to 
http://herefordshirelightinfantrymuseum and tap on 1914 -1918 for copious 
information. 
 It’s been recognised since the project’s outset that, in practical terms, 
the attractiveness of the walks would depend on the quality of the footpaths, a 
fair expectation being that standards should at least meet those laid out by 
statute law.  A disinterested observer would suggest that this has been the case 
in the Parish but less so for some of our neighbours.  This could change for the 
better in 2019, improving the quality of several of our inter-parish Walks.  More 
generally, the recommendation from, among others, the NHS, Sport England and 
Macmillan (cancer support) to enjoy walking in the countryside for the sake of 
fitness, health and wellbeing might in some small way be facilitated by use of the 
Eardisland Memorial Walks’ network.   

To that end we welcome any knowledge about the men from the Parish 
who fought in the First World War.  This will enhance the quality and value of the 
walk guides.  A comprehensive book based on the lives and circumstances - 
including information about the Parish - of our 13 before the war is planned.  Any 
help to give, or indeed enquiries to make, please write to: 
research@eardislandmemorialwalks.org.uk. 
 

http://herefordshirelightinfantrymuseum/
mailto:research@eardislandmemorialwalks.org.uk
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Reports about deficiencies in basic standards on walks, such as where crops are 
planted on paths or where paths are less than 1m wide across fields or 1.5m 
around the edge, can help us make sure paths are - start to finish - walkable, to 
include access for the less abled.  Where hazards are present, to include broken 
stiles – again - please let us or know: contact@eardislandmemorialwalks.org.uk  
An option is to inform the Parish Footpath Officers, (details in this magazine). But 
if you prefer, just call 01432 261800, or go to www.herefordshire.gov.uk and 
search for PROW Report a Problem - which in fact is what we do!  
 

Hugh Vernon 
 
DOVECOTE EXHIBITIONS 
 
Our 100 entries in the visitor book since March 2018, often with positive 
comments, has inspired plans to create and display other items and develop new 
themes.  Space is set aside for parishioners who have items or collections they 
feel might be of wider interest.  Meanwhile, those interested in current displays 
who might like to inspect more closely any item should leave a note with details 
in the shop or post box.   

Hugh Vernon 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
English coaching available 

Experienced teacher 
GCSE examiner 

Please contact Elaine Harper 
cande@hartsons.plus.com 

 

 

  

mailto:contact@eardislandmemorialwalks.org.uk
http://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/
mailto:cande@hartsons.plus.com
http://www.freeimageslive.co.uk/free_stock_image/englishjpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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MORE WORK FOR THE PARISH CONSTABLE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 
 
 
 
In 1895 there is a report of a serious assault that took place on the bridge in 
Eardisland, not unlike that involving an England cricketer in recent times. Two 
villagers, John Morgan and Alexander Williams had been fishing. On their return 
they went for a glass of ale in The White Swan. A quarrel ensued and they went 
outside and a fight started. Morgan struck Williams so hard that he broke his jaw. 
Morgan was arrested for assault and served 14 days in gaol. It was then decided 
at the hearing that Morgan had been provoked, and having  served two weeks in 
prison, the  magistrates dismissed the case. (Interestingly, in 1862 a John Morgan 
was summonsed for refusing to pay the sum of 5 shillings (now about £30) at the 
Brouch toll gate, at the bottom of Burton Lane. Perhaps he was the same 
aggressive man. 
      Another case of the period  has a resonance for more contemporary attitudes 
about young people from different villages or areas of a town or city. In this 
report William Dale of Eardisland, a mason, accused William Bent of Kingsland, a 
labourer, of  asssault.  The solicitor acting for Dale said “the attack  was 
disgraceful” – he was assaulted merely because he was identified “as belonging 
to Eardisland”. The evidence showed that late at night the complainant was 
proceeding home from Kingsland to Eardisland with others. The defendant, Bent,  
who was accompanied by other young men called out enquiring if they were “the 
Eardisland chaps”. Some of the company replied that they were and immediately 
they were chased and the defendant dealt the complainant a very heavy blow on 
the eye, the marks of which were plainly to be seen. A fine of £1.5shillings (now 
about £150) was imposed on Bent. 
     At the time there seemed to have been strict laws regarding the failure to 
control cattle on the highway. In 1866 there is a report that James Matthews a 
farmer in Eardisland parish was charged with an infrigement when he drove two 
cows on the highway between Kington and Leominster without licence. He 
pleaded guilty and was fined ten shillings  with ten shillings costs (about £120 
today). 

This is the second part of an account, (the first of which appeared in edition 171 
January 2019), concerning the trials and legal tribulations of members of the 
Eardisland community in the latter part of the 19thc. Once again, I am indebted to 
family history researcher Mike Walsh for access to some of the newspaper articles 
he has uncovered. They again illustrate how patterns of behaviour do not change 
much over time and what a difficult job the Parish Constable must have had in 
dealing with offenders. In the 1860s £1 was the equivalent of about £120 today. 
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     Among other comparatively minor infringements reported in the local press in 
this period was a charge against Richard Carpenter of Eardisland, in 1867,  who 
was found to have faulty scales used in the weighing of coal. The magistrate 
remarked that “such scales were a robbery of the poor”. He was fined ten 
shillings (now: £60) with costs of seven shillings and sixpence (about: £45). In a 
similar case, Charles Hundley the miller (of Glan Arrow mill) was also charged 
with misuse of weights. The magistrate said “short weights were a scandal” but 
were more lenient and he was fined one shilling and costs (now about £6). 
     In some instances magistrates were less strict in their dealings with those 
before them. In 1867 John Jones of Dilwyn, John Jones of Weobley and James 
Ricketts of Eardisland, a shoemaker, were all accused of being drunk in 
Pembridge and indulging in riotous behaviour. However, the evidence was not 
considered conclusive and they were dismissed.  On the other hand, John Vale of 
Eardisland was in court charged with disobeying a bastardy order. He was 
ordered to pay the arrears due to the mother of the child together with 
10shillings and two pence (51p now the equivalent of about £60) for expenses 
incurred. It was stated that should he default on this order he would face three 
months imprisonment. It is apparent from the reports in the press of the time 
that there was a wide gap between the wealthy residents of the parish, mainly 
large landowners or those with successful farms or other businesses, and the 
poor who in some cases would choose a prison sentence over paying a fine, 
which they could not afford. Although even farmers had to take care when 
driving cattle along the highway that they had a licence to do so. Life was difficult 
and potentially dangerous for the youth of the time who may well have been set 
on by those from another nearby village – rather in the way that was the case of 
supporters of different football teams in more recent times.  
     Even a servant absenting himself from what was described as “the services of 
his master,” was subject to legal investigation. This occurred to Thomas Morris in 
1867 who left the service of his master, a tailor in Eardisland, without permission. 
The case was settled out of court on costs being paid by Morris. 
     Bankruptcy was clearly a feature of life for some in this period of economic 
change. In 1851 John Carpenter, a miller in Eardisland was adjudged bankrupt 
and a notice was published in the local press indicating that all persons indebted 
to him should declare the same to a solicitor, Mr Gwillim, in Hereford.  In 1877 it 
was announced in the London Gazette that James Bassett, who had been the 
landlord of the White Swan in Eardisland, and who subsequently became a 
builder and surveyor in Leominster, was declared bankrupt when this business 
failed.    
     The school log book also provides evidence of problems faced by a teacher in 
the school, Mr Haynes in this period. As a certificated teacher he had been in 
charge since March 1875. An inspector reported in August that he could not be 
expected to teach an average class size of 50 or more without help. It was 
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suggested that he required a paid monitor, one of the senior children aged 12. In 
October he reported in his Log that three boys had been reported for playing 
truant. One of the boys was later brought to school by his mother. He was duly 
punished with a cane and locked up during dinner time. In November, Rev. 
Barker complained that choir boys had misbehaved and many were absent on All 
Saints Day. In January 1876 five boys were given permission to stay away to beat 
cover for Col. Clowes’ shoot. However, a boy named Mathews was refused 
permission. He was cautioned that if he did his price of admission to the school 
would be raised. “Notwithstanding this” he reports “Mathews has absented 
himself..” In May the school was closed for three weeks for a measles epidemic. 
In July Mr Haynes receives a complaint from Mr Hornsby that some boys had 
broken into his garden and done considerable damage there and later in the 
month he reports “Sangers’ Circus being in Leominster a great many children 
were absent from school to attend it..”  
     As far as the weather is concerned, on 15th October 1877 the Hereford Times 
reported “the wildest hurricane remembered in Herefordshire. In the city 
buildings were unroofed, chimney stacks blown down, more than 100 windows 
blown in and copings of churches were carried away. In the county 10,000 fruit 
bearing apples trees were uprooted thousands of elms and other trees destroyed. 
There was a shocking destruction of rick yards, hay, wheat and fodder stacks 
were over turned. The danger was immense, but no lives were lost”.  
     An examination of press cuttings and other reports of the years of the last 
quarter of the 19thc. provide an interesting picture of the problems people in the 
local community encountered in their day-to-day lives. For some, faced with fines 
they could scarce afford, the outcome then may have been the workhouse in the 
village which survived until it burnt down in about 1917, for others 
imprisonment. For teachers and children in the school the issues faced suggest 
that the teacher’s lot was not a happy one, nor often was that of the pupils. 
 

Paul Selfe 
 

EARDISLANDIANA 
An 

Alphabetical compilation of 
Events and Circumstances of historical interest 

Alphabet (ii), part (ii) 
 

F……. Faber family.            In 1508-1510 the account of George Dygas, bailiff for  
the Crown for the manor of Eardisland, included under 
the heading Fixed rents the detail And for 2s 6d for 
new rents of Thomas Faber for 31/2 acres of land in 
Arddellegh called Stonybroke for the term of his life 
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paid each year. “Arddellegh” is likely to refer to an 
area of Open Field; the land “called Stonybroke” being 
strip cultivation within that unenclosed area. 1508-
1510 included the death of King Henry VII and the 
accession of his son as King Henry VIII.   

 
G……. Gale, of wind.         In the great gale of 1916, a number of trees were  

brought down, including several elms and an oak 
bordering the old Cricket field, which quite changed 
the aspect of what was then a centre of village life. 
This is from page 5 of the WI Book. 
The Cricket field referred to was the one which was 
between the gate just south of the present Bowling 
Club premises and green and the WW1 Walks gate in 
memory of Warren Peter Clowes, “Master Pat”, which 
leads to Burton lane.    

 
H……. Hakehede.              From the same source as F above, but now under the 

heading Default rents comes And in default of rent of 5 
acres of natural land in the field called Brynselde at 
Hakehede formerly of John Brome then no issues this 
year because it lies fallow and is not occupied 20d. In 
this case the position of the likely open field is given 
viz. at Hakehede.  
Very similar wording is found in the equivalent 
accounts for 1469 - 1471 and also for 1533-1535. In 
the former the wording is: And in default of rents of 5 
acres of natural land in the field called Bromfelde at 
Lakehede formerly in the tenure of John Bronne that  
formerly accounted each for 20d whence no issues, this 
year because it is lying in the hands of the lord and is 
not occupied and thus default 20s. In the 1533-1535 
account the wording is: And in default of rents of 5 
acres of natural land in the field of Brynfilde at 
Hakehed formerly of John Brolune when no issue this 
year because it lies fallow and unoccupied 20d. It may 
be possible to establish the whereabouts of 
Brynselde/Bromfelde/Brynfilde at  Hakehede/ 
Lakehede/Hakehed. If so it may then be more 
appropriate than now to comment on the implications 
of the possible placename, Lakehede.   
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I……. Inventory, of the contents of the parish Workhouse in 1799. 
A Trew Inventary of all the Good and Chattles of the 

Workhouse Belonging to the Inhabitance of the parish 
of Eardisland and taken this 4th Day of February 1799 
And Delivered up to William Jones keeper of the Poor 
of the said Parish for one yeare and then to be  
delivered up by him to the Overseers at the Expiration 
of his time…….four beds with a variety of bedclothes 
etc are then detailed. The wording is unclear to me as 
to its exact meaning. It seems that it was also unclear 
to the ingoing William Jones for the entry finishes: 
What Jones makes have One bedstead and end Cord 

One bed and bolster and two sheets and a Rug 
Belonging to that Bead……. Two putor spoons and four 
Dishes  Received by me  

 
J……. Juxon family.          On 12th May 1614 Arth’ Juxon was one of four 

witnesses to a mortgage whereby six hundred and fifty 
pounds was raised by John Whittington of Notgrove, 
Co. Glos. Esq., against the security of The Capital 
messuage and tenement called the Court of Erdisland 
in which William Whittington lately lived in Erdisland… 
with all houses etc. used with it, and all that water 
corn mill near adjoining the capital messuage, with all 
“weares” etc., and several parcels of arable land 
meadows, leases etc., in Erdisland al Earesland and  
Pembridge as follows: -   This is all from the catalogue   
detail at HARC. A considerable amount of information 
as to the position and the then names of the various 
lands follows before: 
The premises being or reputed to be parcels of the 
demeasnes of Erdisland and one Nichollslands and one 
Bedfords lands. : followed by the final sentence of 
description: Also all that messuage in Erdisland 
commonly called the house at the lanes with the close 
adjoining now or late in the possession of Frauncis 
Mason. The whole entry is at HAS reference B16/2 
under the heading “The Court House, Eardisland”. 

                                            
K……. Kings Highway.    This wording was used in 1806 in the Court Rolls of the 

Manor of Eardisland. It arises in a passage where the 
position of two small areas of arable land is being 
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described, they being in an area of strip cultivation 
known as Hawkins Field. A similarly detailed 
description of different land, which immediately 
precedes it, includes reference to the Highway leading 
from Eardisland to Leominster on the South… It is 
evident from this that there was then a difference in 
the meaning of Highway and Kings Highway, the latter 
presumably being the more important road. But what 
road, in this parish in 1806, was more important/major 
than the one from Eardisland to Leominster? Only if a 
detailed analysis of the considerable amount of 
positional information in the text is undertaken, and 
where the fields abutted these roads established, 
might the answer to this become apparent. 

 
George Alderson 

gwawestwayes@btinternet.com  
                                                     
 
ST MICHAEL’S HOSPICE PLANT FAIR 
  
The third annual Plant Fair at St 
Michael’s Hospice will be a 
celebration of the joy of gardening. 
Taking place on 3rd – 4th May, plant 
lovers can browse a wide range of 
herbaceous perennials, bedding 
plants, annuals, trees, shrubs, 
alpines, bulbs, carnivorous and 
indoor plants grown by professional 
and amateur gardeners. In addition 
to plants, there will be fresh 
strawberries and asparagus; 
beautiful handcrafted wooden 
jewellery and home decor; cards, 
prints, coasters and mugs; wild bird 
food; and pottery and preserves.  

This year the Fair, which is free to 
enter, is expanding into the 
Hospice’s lower garden - a large, 
tranquil, open grass area. A golf 
buggy will transport visitors from 
the car park to the Plant Fair site. 
Hot and cold drinks plus fresh, 
homemade cakes will be available 
in our newly-refurbished cafe, all 
day on both days. Delicious two-
course lunches will be served 
between 12pm and 2pm each day. 
There is no booking necessary for 
lunches.  
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EARDISLAND WEATHER REPORT 
 
The weather for Eardisland in January saw very little rain 36mm (1.41 inches) and 
very light snow but frosts to -6c. Temperatures ranged from 1c to 11c with 
barometer readings from 29.1 to 30.34, with the river level maintaining a steady 
11 to 13 inches. 
 February saw a change in the weather. Storm Erik lasted for five days 
bringing almost all of the rain for the month, 42mm (1.63 inches) the total rainfall 
for the month being 44mm (1.73 inches). We also had some more light snow, but 
we did see some early signs of spring with temperatures ranging from 3c to 18c. 
Barometer readings averaged 29.12 to 30.22. The river rose to 32 inches on the 
12th. 

The equivalent rainfall in 2018 was January 95mm (3.74 inches) and 
February 39mm (1.53 inches).  
 As to the wildlife, two moorhens were seen in January and on 22nd 
February, the two swans paid us a visit. Goldfinches are around too, and the 
mallards are pairing up. Quite a few pheasants have escaped the "shoots" and 
are in fine plumage! 
 

Doug Tantrum reporting from Kingfisher House  
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CONTACTS 
 
Editorial:   CHRIS BIVAND 

Arrow Bank, Eardisland, Leominster, HR6 9BT 
      01544 – 388375 
    Email:  chrisbivand@gmail.com   
 
Advertising:   PATRICIA GILL 

 01544 – 388757 
Email: parishads@btinternet.com  

 
Distribution Manager:  BARRY FREEMAN 
       01544 - 388226 
 
Website:   BEN WOODCOCK 
    ben@eardisland.org.uk  
 
This edition of the Eardisland Parish Magazine was printed by: 

Leominster Community Resource Centre 
© Published and copyright: Eardisland Parish Council 2019 

 
Views expressed are those of individual contributors and not necessarily those of 
Eardisland Parish Council. The Eardisland Parish Magazine is published by 
Eardisland Parish Council without inserts. The Eardisland Parish Magazine is 
posted online in pdf format on the village website: www.eardisland.org.uk 
Eardisland Parish Council has appointed Cllr. PHIL MILCHARD as the member 
responsible for the Magazine. Phil may be contacted on  01544 388097. 
 
Under the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) individuals must give 
positive consent for their personal data to be held and published. Both the parish 
council and the community website have a responsibility to comply with the 
GDPR. Therefore, by actively submitting an article for publication in the parish 
magazine, you are giving positive ongoing consent for your data to be held and 
published in the magazine in paper and online format. Please contact the 
magazine editor if this is not acceptable to you. 
 

 
Copy date for the next edition of the Eardisland Parish Magazine: 

 

FRIDAY 3rd MAY 2019 
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