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CHURCH SERVICES THROUGHOUT THE BENEFICE 

 
Sunday 7 December – 2nd Sunday of Advent 

9.30 am Holy Eucharist CW Eardisland 

11.00 am Choral Matins BCP Kingsland 

11.00 am Holy Eucharist BCP Aymestrey 

6.30 pm Holy Eucharist BCP Kingsland 

   

Friday 12 December 

7.00 pm ‘Light up a Life’ service for St 

Michael’s Hospice 

Kingsland 

   

Sunday 14 December – 3rd Sunday of Advent 

8.00 am Holy Eucharist BCP  Kingsland 

9.30 am Holy Eucharist  NB not Matins Eardisland 

9.30 am Holy Eucharist CW Aymestrey 

11.00 am Sung Eucharist CW Kingsland 

   

Sunday 21 December – 4th Sunday of Advent 

4.00 pm Carol and Crib Service Kingsland 

6.30 pm Carol and Crib Service Eardisland 

   

Monday 22 December 

6.30 pm Carol Service Aymestrey 

   

Wednesday 24 December – Christmas Eve 

10.00 pm Midnight Mass Eardisland 

11.30 pm Midnight Mass Kingsland 

   

Thursday 25 December – Christmas Day 

9.30 am Family Eucharist Eardisland 

11.00 am Family Eucharist Kingsland 

11.00 am Family Eucharist Aymestrey 

   

Sunday 28 December – The Holy Innocents 

11.00 am Said Benefice Eucharist with 

hymns 

Kingsland 



 3 

 
 

 
 
 

Jo and Ian send their warmest Christmas Greetings to their 
friends in Eardisland. The Old Post Office. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Donations made to: St Michael’s Hospice, WaterAid, NSPCC & the Renton McMillan 
Appeal. 

Annette, Jerry, Abbie and 
Tristan Blyth would like to wish 
all their friends and neighbours 
a joyous Christmas season. 

Mary Blatchford wishes 
you all a very Happy 
Christmas and a peaceful 
New Year. 
 

John and Patsy Greene 
wish everyone a very  
Happy Christmas and  

New Year. 
 

Kathleen and Barry 
Freeman wish everyone 
a very happy Christmas 
and a peaceful and 
healthy New Year. 

Ruth and Chris send  
seasonal greetings from 
Arrow Bank to all our 
friends in Eardisland 
and around.  

Peter and Dorothy Brown wish everyone a Happy 
Christmas and peaceful New Year. 

   
 

(Donations to St Michael’s Hospice).   

 

Chris and Diane Wolland wish all 
their friends and neighbours a 
very happy Christmas and a 

peaceful New Year. 
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EDITORIAL 
 

I will not be alone in my shock at the news of Gill Hope’s sudden and 

completely unexpected death in October. I know that our thoughts and 

condolences are with John and family. 

 As we come to the end of yet another year, and another six editions of 

the Eardisland Parish Magazine, it is also time to thank all those people who 

are involved in one way or another with its production. Nothing much would 

happen if people didn’t write things, so thanks to all the contributors. When 

I’ve done my bit, Andrew Rixon manages to put what I give him into a form 

that he can print (at a very reasonable cost), from there the copies go to the 

delivery team, headed by Phil Milchard, and these fine people flog their way 

around the village often in the worst of weather. 

 The transition of the publisher from Eardisland Parochial Parish 

Council to Eardisland Parish Council has made no difference to the service 

provided to villagers. 

 The exciting development for 2009 is likely to be putting the magazine 

on the internet as part of the initiative to start an Eardisland Website – you can 

get a taste by going to www.eardisland.org.uk  This is very much ‘work in 

progress’, but Ben Woodcock and James MacRae have done wonders in a 

short space of time. 

 It remains only for me to wish you all a very Happy Christmas and a 

prosperous New Year – the prosperous bit looks a bit ‘iffy’ at the moment! 

 

Chris Bivand 

http://www.eardisland.org.uk/
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EARDISLAND PARISH MAGAZINE DATES 2009 
 

Copy Date Projected distribution date 

Friday 16
th

 January Friday 6
th

 February 

Friday 6
th

 March Friday 27
th

 March 

Friday 1
st
 May Friday 22

nd
 May 

Friday 3
rd

 July Friday 24
th

 July 

Friday 4
th

 September Friday 25
th

 September 

Friday 13
th

 November Friday 4
th

 December 

 
Please note that the actual delivery dates depend upon a number of factors, 

including the time to prepare copy, the printer’s commitments and the 

distributors’ time. If you want to put material in the magazine, please think 

ahead and add another week to the right-hand column to allow a safety margin. 

 
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING DATES, 2009 

 
Thursday 8

th
 January All meetings are held in the small room of the Village  

Thursday 26
th

 February Hall and start at 7.30pm. The venue for the Wednesday 

Thursday 26
th

 March meeting will be notified in due course. 

Thursday 30
th

 April  

Wednesday 13
th

 May Annual Parish Council / Annual Parish meeting 

Thursday 25
th

 June  

Thursday 13
th

 August  

Thursday 24
th

 September  

Thursday 29
th

 October  

Thursday 26
th

 November (Subject to confirmation) 

 
CORRESPONDENCE 

 

MARY WHEELER (née Weir) 

 

I have received two messages about Mary Wheeler. The letter from Mildred 

Gardner (née Weir) reminded me of publishing a tribute to her sister, Grace, 

in September 2006. Sadly, her other sister, Mary, has died at the age of 84. 

 

Mary and I were at Eardisland school together and also neighbours. Mary was 

another of the village girls that went out into the world and contributed to 

society in an exemplary way, serving in the W.R.A.F during the War etc. 

We can all be proud of her. Well done Mary. 

Peggy & Phyllis née Watkins 
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I wish to pay tribute to my sister Mary, who passed away on 27
th
 September 

2008. 

 Mary was born in 1923 at Orchard Farm and went to Eardisland 

school and Leominster grammar school. Aged, 16, she went to Kington to train 

as a nurse and then joined the WRAF, later to marry and settle in Harvington, 

Worcs. However, she never forgot her happy childhood and came back to ‘her 

roots’ whenever she could. 

 Mary’s Christian faith began when she was a child and she sang in the 

church choir. Throughout her life her faith never wavered. She enjoyed 

spending time with me in Leominster and would go to a service at Eardisland. 

 It was a beautiful sunny autumn day, one of the few we have had this 

year, when I said goodbye to my ‘big sister’ Mary who was my best friend and 

who supported me and my family all our lives. I will miss her so much – she 

was a funny intelligent woman who loved people, children and animals. Now I 

have said ‘goodbye’ and Mary is at peace. 

 I wish to thank Revd. Nigella for mentioning Mary in Sunday morning 

prayers – Mary always looked forward to the after service chat with Nigella 

and previously with Philip (Powles) whom she had known from childhood. 

 

Mildred Gardner (née Weir) 

 

AND THANKS . . . 

 

John, Sarah and Emma wish to thank everyone for their kindness and support 

at this sad time. 

 Gill enjoyed being involved in the local community where she made 

many friends. 

John Hope 

 

We would like to thanks our friends for all the support they have given us over 

the past few very difficult weeks. Thank you to everyone for the kind letters 

and cards we received also for the generous donations given in memory of 

Dora to the Victoria eye unit surgical fund. 

Richard and Tracie Preece 
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ST MARY THE VIRGIN, EARDISLAND 
 

SUNDAY 21 DECEMBER 2008 
 

6.30 P.M. 
 
 
 

SERVICE OF CHRISTMAS LESSONS  
 

AND  
 

CAROLS 
 

AND  
 

BUILDING OF THE CRIB 
 

FOLLOWED BY MULLED WINE AND MINCE PIES 
 
 

EVERYONE IS WARMLY INVITED TO THIS FIRST 
SERVICE OF CHRISTMAS 

 
 
 

COLLECTION IN AID OF THE CHURCH HOUSING 
TRUST TO CONTINUE THE WORK OF HOUSING 
HOMELESS PEOPLE THROUGHOUT THE YEAR 
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GET IN THE CHRISTMAS SPIRIT! 

 

THE ST MARY’S SINGERS WILL BE CAROL 

SINGING AROUND THE  

VILLAGE ON: 

 

MONDAY 22nd DECEMBER 

 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO JOIN THE CAROL 

SINGERS THIS YEAR? 

 

IF SO JOIN US OUTSIDE THE CROSS AT 

6.00p.m. 

 

WARM CLOTHES SUGGESTED! 

FINISH WITH MULLED WINE AND MINCE 

PIES AT ARROW LAWN 

 

OTHERWISE PLEASE LISTEN OUT FOR US 

AND BE READY TO REQUEST YOUR 

FAVOURITE CAROL 

 

ALL MONIES RAISED WILL GO TO 

CHARITY 
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A SINGULAR EFFECT OF CLIMATE CHANGE 

 

Whilst climatic warming is now almost fully accepted, the implications 

include wide variations and extremes of wind and precipitation, together with 

resultant effects on wildlife. Bird migration studies, for example, have shown 

that dates of mass movements, as well as actual migration tracks, are already 

undergoing notable variations from those of past centuries. All readers should 

therefore look out for visits of a small species which does not normally pass 

over Eardisland on its journey south, but which has been reported as likely to 

do so in late January, as happened in 2007, when it provoked a variety of 

reactions among some fortunate parishioners, ranging from outright disbelief 

to outpourings of song. The creature is, of course, the Hoaxus Allofus Grandus 

Gloriousus Irritus Scoticus, sometimes known as the Haggis. Make a diary 

note - this late January happening should NOT be missed! 

 

From your ornithological correspondent 

 

Rumour has it that Scoticus can be seen in the village hall on Saturday 24
th
 

January. Because this event is rare, you will need a ticket. I’m told these will 

be available from Phil Milchard (a well-known bird watcher), Ruth Brinton-

Bivand (a well-known bird) and the Tea Rooms (well known for, um, tea). 

 

TWINNING ASSOCIATION 

 

On Saturday 18
th
 October 2008, to 

celebrate the month of the much 

loved apple, Eardisland Twinning 

Association held an Apple Soirée 

in the village hall, with each of the 

three meal courses containing an 

apple ingredient. Superb live 

musical entertainment was later 

supplied by Simon Sheffield on 

guitar and Catherine, Emily and 

Richard of Tunewrights, with their 

unique folk music, which had the 

audience wanting more. A big 

thank you to Serena Askew for all 

her hard work with the catering 

and to all those who bought tickets, 

ensuring yet another sell-out and a 

further £300 boost to the 

association’s accounts.  

 A further fund raising 

event is planned for Saturday 24
th
 

January ’09 when we will be 

hosting another Burn’s Night 

Supper. Please make a note in your 

diary and keep the evening clear. 

Tickets will be available in the 

New Year from Phil Milchard, 

Ruth Brinton-Bivand and the Tea 

Rooms. 

 

Phil Milchard 
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100 CLUB 

 

For some years the very successful Hundred Club has been in operation to 

raise funds for the day to day running of St Mary’s Church. Originally run by 

Mary Blatchford and the late Philip Powles, the organization was then taken 

on by Dian Cope who, with Mary, has very effectively kept it going. Mary 

Blatchford now feels she would like to retire and Diane Wolland has kindly 

offered to take her place and run it with Dian Cope. 

 Mary Blatchford’s knowledge of the parish and its inhabitants has 

been invaluable and we are very grateful to her for all that she has done to 

ensure the success of the Club for so long.   

Serena Askew 

 

St Mary the Virgin, Eardisland 

 

100 Club 
 

The 100 club raises money for the church with a monthly draw which is 

made after the service on the last Sunday in the month and four cash 

prizes subsequently are paid out.    Payment is due each January and 

costs £15 a ticket. There is no limit to the number of tickets you are 

allowed to purchase. 

 If you are a regular subscriber or a new member please use this 

page as a paying in slip. 

 This income is very important to our church and members of the 

PCC are most grateful for your generosity. 

 

Name: .......................................................................................... 

Phone No:....................................................... 

Address:  .................................................................................... 

................................................................................................... 

................................................................................................... 

 

Number of tickets @ £15 each ........................Total........................... 

 

Please return this form to: - 

Dian Cope, Downome, Church Road, Eardisland, HR6 9BP 
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EARDISLAND COMMUNITY WEBSITE 

 

The Eardisland Community Website is now available for viewing at the 

following address: 

 

www.eardisland.org.uk 
 

The site is in the final stages of 

development, so the team would be 

glad to hear people’s comments, or 

to have mistakes pointed out. 

Please contact them using the 

contact page or forum on the 

website. 

 Our initial priority has 

been to create the structure and 

layout for the website. This we feel 

we have almost  

accomplished. Members of the 

parish have provided some of the 

content, but we have had to write 

rather a rushed introduction to 

many of the different sections 

ourselves e.g. 'Visitors' or 'Local 

History'. Many of you will be 

better qualified to write these 

sections, and we welcome any 

contributions you would like to 

make. 

 Everyone is encouraged to 

submit articles or photographs for 

publication. Each month the 

photograph on the Homepage will 

be updated to reflect the changing 

seasons, so please send us your 

photographs for publication on that 

page. 

 We also plan to have a 

Gallery page which will include 

pictures of the village, past and 

present, and a visual record of 

village events as they take place 

throughout the year. Please email 

your photographs to the website 

administrators via the website 

contacts page. 

 We would also like to have 

a section listing local businesses 

and services. If anyone would like 

their business listed please contact 

the administrators, giving us your 

contact details and a brief 

description of your business or 

service. This will be a free service 

but in the future we may consider 

selling advertising space for a 

modest fee. 

 

Ben Woodcock & James MacRae 

 

http://www.eardisland.org.uk/
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NIGELLA’S LETTER 

 

Dear parishioner 

 

We are 

now so 

much on 

the 

countdow

n to 

Christmas 

that I am 

feeling 

quite stressed as I write this. I have 

to confess to being ashamed that I 

feel like that because the feast of 

Christmas is the most wonderful 

celebration of peace and goodwill, 

and yet so many of us seem to be 

less than joyful or peaceful as we 

battle to get everything done and 

our lives perfect before the great 

day. And yet God gave the gift of 

himself quietly, unobtrusively and 

into a world every bit as chaotic 

and disturbed as ours can be. It is 

so good for us to remember this 

and to try to spend a little time 

each day of Advent in focusing on 

the reason for all our rush and 

hurry. Then perhaps we can relax 

and enter into the joy and peace 

which is the message the angels 

sing to us today as they did 2000 

years ago. 

 We begin our Christmas 

celebrations at the Carol Service at 

6.30pm on Sunday 21st December. 

Do come and join in those familiar 

carols and listen to readings which 

haven't changed since we were 

children. The young at the service 

will help to build up the crib scene 

and then sing around it as we bless 

it. Do please stay for mulled wine 

and mince pies after the service - 

you will be most welcome. The 

choir is practising hard and I do 

want to take this opportunity to 

thank Annette and our growing 

choir for all they do to lead us in 

our worship. They will be dressed 

in their new choir robes by then 

and we are so grateful to Barbara 

Jones for donating them to the 

church. They look very smart 

indeed, so thank you Barbara very 

much. 

 On Christmas Eve the first 

mass of Christmas will take place 

at 10.00pm; and then on Christmas 

Day at 9.30am a family friendly 

service will welcome everyone. 

Children, bring your toys to show 

everyone - perhaps just one! 

 On the Sunday after 

Christmas Day there will be just 

one said service with hymns at 

Kingsland at 11.00am. All are 

welcome to this benefice service. 

 By the time you read this 

the fund-raising Auction of 

Promises and Dinner will be over 

and I'm sure a good sum raised 

towards the appeal fund. This is 

growing slowly and we await the 

outcome of our bid for a grant 

from the Heritage Lottery Fund for 
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those works on the fabric of the 

church which are grant aided. We 

hope to begin some work before 

too long so that you can see 

something moving forward in 

response to your generosity. I 

assure you a lot is going on 

preparing the ground and getting 

the necessary permissions to do 

work on our listed building, so 

bear with us. 

 

I do hope all of you have a really 

wonder-filled Christmas and, if 

Christmas brings only sad 

memories, remember that we sing 

with confidence: 

"... for he feeleth 

for our sadness 

and he shareth in 

our gladness." 

 

May God bless you all, 

Nigella 

 

 

WHITTINGTON TRUST 

 

By now, those of you who have 

graduated from secondary school 

and chosen further education in a 

subject of your choice will be 

settled in and learning a lot!  We 

may be able to help you with some 

of the expenses of your course.  

We are able to give grants for non-

consumable items – for course 

books or whatever – to young 

people under the age of twenty-

five who live in the parish or who 

used to live here less than two 

years ago.   

 Can we help you with your 

budget?  Please give me a call on 

01544 388234 or any of my co-

trustees to see if we can help? 

 

The Trustees are: Rev. Nigella 

Tyson, John Hope, John Gittoes, 

Melanie Gittoes and Wendy 

Priday. 

 

We hope to be able to help. 

 

      Peter Davenport,  Chairman, 

       Whittington Exhibition Foundation 
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LETTER FROM THE BISHOP OF HERFORD  

 
What shall I buy them for 

Christmas?  That is the refrain in 

many households at this time of 

year - or maybe you have finished 

all your shopping already, in which 

case you are ahead of most of us.  

One of the groups that can be 

hardest to choose for are nephews, 

nieces and grandchildren, to say 

nothing of their parents! 

 Have you thought of one 

of the many very good children's 

and young people's Bibles, or 

a book to help all age groups to 

pray?  These can not only provide 

an excellent idea for a present, but 

also do three other things.  Above 

all, a beautifully illustrated, 

readable Bible, a book of Bible 

stories, or a well 

produced DVD will encourage 

whoever receives it to actually turn 

to the Bible and enjoy it.  The 

Bible is still the best seller of all 

time, but also probably far less 

read than it used to be.  For too 

many people, sadly, it remains a 

book unopened on the shelf, 

gathering dust.  No good!  It needs 

to be read.  It needs to be known 

and loved.  It needs to be learnt 

from and studied. 

 `Giving an appropriate 

translation of the Bible can 

provide a treasured gift and one 

containing the words of eternal 

life. 

 Secondly, giving a Bible 

or book of prayers allows you to 

talk about it to your nephews, 

nieces and grandchildren, and 

maybe read it to them if they are 

very young.  Also it encourages 

you to pray with your family, 

perhaps praying aloud giving 

thanks for something that has 

happened to you that day, and 

asking them what they wish to give 

thanks for.  Similarly asking them 

whom they wish to pray for, or 

what they want to say sorry for. 

 Thirdly, what better way is 

there of celebrating Jesus' birth 

than to give a book or something 

else that points to him and helps 

people learn more about him? 

 If you have already bought 

all your presents for Christmas, 

then wait until the next birthdays 

arrive. 

 We need to encourage one 

another, family and friends, to read 

and know our Bibles better and 

pray more.  Christmas is a 

marvellous time to do just that.   

 

 

+Anthony 
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EARDISLAND CHURCH APPEAL 

 

Dinner and Auction of Promises 

Burton Court  Friday 21
st
 November 

 

A report by Barry Freeman 
 

The evening was planned as the grand finale to our first year of events for the 

church appeal and it lived up to our most optimistic expectations. 

 The Great Hall at Burton Court was filled to capacity and guests 

enjoyed an excellent dinner, preceded by a champagne reception.  Once 

replete, they were at the mercy of Herefordshire’s premier auctioneer, Bill 

Jackson, who called on a lifetime of experience in extracting the maximum 

return from each lot that came under his hammer. 

 Our highly popular guest speaker Denis Hughes, former Welsh rugby 

international, also called on a lifetime of experience to provide a fascinating 

contrast between players’ lives and conditions now and in the 1960s and 

1970s: the decades that saw the ‘golden years of Welsh rugby’ as he described 

them. One felt privileged to be sharing the thoughts and memories of this still 

powerfully built handsome man who played both with and against living 

legends of the stature of Gareth Edwards and J P R Williams. 

 This report has been compiled on the day following the event, in order 

to meet the copy deadline for the parish magazine. Clearly the success of the 

evening relied on many people; workers, donors and bidders. A follow-up 

meeting of the organising group will be held and a final report provided later. 

 In the meantime, it is appropriate to record that the whole evening ran 

like clockwork and this was due to the organising sub-committee; Serena 

Askew, Richard Kirby and Bert Priday and the wholehearted cooperation and 

efficiency of Ed Simpson. Without these people and their four months of 

planning there would have been no event. 

 The provisional sum raised for the evening currently exceeds £9,250. 

 

EARDISLAND PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Since the open meeting on July 29
th
 2008, both the Parish Website and Parish 

Plan are now in varying stages of progression. The Parish Council have given 

their full support to both projects and thank the individuals concerned for their 

time and enthusiasm in driving these two projects forward. 

 The Parish Council has agreed to Derek Wareham managing the 

Parish Notice board. Derek will remove out dated notices on January 1
st
, 

starting in 2009, remove cards of those whose businesses are from a great 
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distance away (unless known to work in or from the parish) and generally keep 

the notice board tidy.  

 The new Flood Warning Service for Eardisland is now in operation. 

There are three River Arrow maps, issued by the Environment Agency, on 

display in the Dovecote and Serena Askew also holds a copy of these maps on 

behalf of the Parish Council.   

 A small delivery of sandbags has been received for the parish; anyone 

wanting sandbags can collect them from the Village Hall. The Parish Council 

is also in possession of a small supply of empty bags for anyone wanting them. 

Please contact the Clerk for more information. 

 During the November meeting the precept for 2009 / 2010 was agreed 

at £12,600. In the New Year the Parish Council will ensure the Village Hall re-

pointing work is carried out, which unfortunately could not be done in 2008 

due to the weather conditions. The Lengthsman has been busy cutting back the 

hedge in Green Lane to create more car paring spaces which will help elevate 

some of the parking problems currently being encountered. Finally on a more 

festive note the Parish Council has agreed to a request from a parishioner to 

have a Christmas tree in the Village this year. 

 There will be no Parish Council meeting in December: the next 

meeting will be held in January 2009. Don’t forget if you would like a copy of 

the agreed Parish Council Meeting minutes contact the Clerk or alternatively 

minutes are available in the Dovecote and will soon be available on the Parish 

website. 

Wishing you all a Happy Christmas and Prosperous New Year. 

 

Andrea 

Parish Clerk 

                                                      andrea@andreaarmour.wanadoo.co.uk                  

01568 613729                          

 

           

 

Parish Councillors 

 

Serena Askew (Chair) 

Ruth Brinton-Bivand 

Peter Davenport 

Janet Maryan Hanson (Vice Chair) 

Greta Pennington 

Graham Simpson 

David Weir 



 17 

FOOTPATH OFFICER 

 

The Parish Council is hoping to find a parishioner who might be willing to 

take on the duties of Parish Footpath Officer. This is mainly an (unpaid!) 

Supervisory office, noting and reporting any problems on our small number 

(and length) of Rights of Way within the Parish boundaries. Herefordshire 

Council’s Rights of Way department looks after the main maintenance duties. 

For further details please contact Graham Simpson on 01544 388641. 

 

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH  

 

Neighbourhood Watch signs across the Parish 

Although there are existing NW signs attached to the new Eardisland village 

signs there are no other NW signs across the parish. In response to concerns 

expressed by members of the parish, one of the NW team, Ben Woodcock, 

carried out a survey of the entire parish looking for appropriate strategic places 

where signs could be displayed. Ben presented a detailed case to the October 

Parish Council meeting which in principle was supportive of additional parish 

signs but was cautious over additional requirements for the village itself. 

 At present Ben is exploring funding sources which will provide the 

£200 required to purchase the approved signs. In spite of the recent disturbing 

incident of vandalism to the village telephone box in Eardisland there is 

significant evidence to support the view that crime is greatly reduced in areas 

where there is a NW presence.   

 

Crime report for Eardisland! 

<  Telephone box with ‘crime scene’ tape 

Between Tuesday 23
rd

 and Wednesday 24
th
 

October the telephone box in Eardisland village 

was vandalized.  The black box under the phone 

was forced open and the cash box removed. 

Many thanks to the local residents who informed 

me so that the police were quickly on the scene. 

Another telephone box was vandalized in 

Pembridge during the late evening of Saturday 1
st
 November.  The police 

believe that both crimes are likely to have been carried out by the same group. 

 A stone sink was stolen from a garden in Eardisland along with a 

chrome Fox mascot which was removed from the bonnet of the car. 

 On a happier note we welcomed back in September our local police 

officer PC Sharon Wilson who has finished her maternity leave! 
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Seasonal Crime Trends 

Theft of Heating Oil and Fuel 

Autumn is officially here, which for many will herald the arrival of ever 

increasing heating costs as the nights get colder. For those less scrupulous 

individuals it’s an ideal time to benefit from somebody else’s loaded tank. For 

those of you who have external oil tanks please ensure you check your tanks 

on a regular basis and remember to secure lids with locks. For those who store 

large amounts of diesel/petrol for farm vehicles, try and keep containers 

locked away from prying eyes and secure filled/loaded vehicles. 

 

Bogus Callers 

There have been further distraction burglaries reported in Herefordshire. Yet 

again males posed as bogus Water Board Officials, but this time offered a 

cheque for the inconvenience of having to enter the victim’s properties. Please 

be vigilant and remember there is no such thing as the Water Board. 

   

Is your garden shed secure? 

The area remains one of the safest in the UK with low levels of crime but if 

there is anything you can do to prevent yourself becoming the next victim then 

do it. Take a few moments to look at the value of the items you own in your 

shed, garage or outbuilding and then a look at the manner in which you protect 

them. Please look back at the suggestions outlined in the September issue of 

the Parish Magazine. 

 If anyone does feel vulnerable in their own home, in particular the 

elderly, and want some help and advice about security then local Officers will 

provide it willingly. All it takes is a quick and painless phone call. 

 

Scam Postal Service (Christmas beware!) 

The Royal Mail together with the Trading Standards Office is making people 

aware of the following scam: 

A card is posted through your door from a company called PDS  

(Parcel Delivery Service) suggesting that they were unable to deliver a  parcel 

and that you need to contact them on 0906 6611911 (a premium rate 

number). DO NOT call this number, as this is a mail scam originating from 

Belize. If you call the number and you start to hear a recorded message you 

will already have been billed £15 for the phone call. 

 

Purse Thefts 

It is easy for a thief to remove a purse from a handbag, especially when it is 

the topmost item. The Police have evidence that the criminals are watching 

people at post offices, banks and building societies while collecting money and 
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noting where the purse/wallet is placed. Ensure that when you collect cash that 

your purse is secure on your person/bag. Make sure that the handbag zip is 

closed and if possible the purse is towards the bottom of the bag. This means 

that the thief has to work to try to reach it and you are more likely to realise 

what is happening. Do not leave your handbag in your shopping trolley whilst 

you are shopping. It is easy for the whole bag to be stolen or just opened and 

the purse removed  

 

Vehicle Crime 

Two vehicles were broken into during the early hours of Thursday 20
th
 

November, one in Pembridge and one in Eardisley.  Personal items that had 

been left in the cars were stolen. Please do not leave any valuable items in 

your car overnight! 

 

New Non-Emergency Number 

From Monday 3rd November 2008, West Mercia Constabulary's new non-

emergency number is 0300 333 3000. Research carried out on behalf of the 

force has indicated that the public would like a more memorable number for 

non-emergency calls to the police. 

 The change is to meet public demand and shows West Mercia 

Constabulary's response to the Citizen Focus agenda. 

 The existing 08457 444888 number will remain in place for at least 12 

months to ensure that everyone is aware and to allow for forms and other 

literature to be updated and amended. 
 

Keith Mitchell (Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator) 
 

AND AN ATTEMPT . . . 

 

I just wanted to let you know that we had an attempted burglary this morning 

at about 1:30 AM at our house.  

 We have an open car port which has the usual accumulation of 

detritus; tins of paint and the odd tool, but there is also an alarm 

connected to the house that only sounds in the house if anyone goes into the 

carport. 

 Anyway this alarm woke me up and, peering out of my bedroom 

window, I spotted an intruder. 

 I get dressed and picking up a torch I went out and surprised him, as 

I was about twice his size! He choose to run away, dodging my punch and ran 

off in the direction of Pembridge.  
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 The Police where in Eardisland within 10 Minutes and I gave a 

description and they went off to have a look but I imagine he melted into the 

dark. 

 I feel villagers must be on their guard and phone the police 

immediately if anything like this happens. They may catch them with stolen 

booty. 

 The contributor wished to remain anonymous. Ed. 

 

A QUICK CHRISTMAS PUD 
 

This is quick and easy to do and makes a change from the traditional puds. 

 

You will need: 

 

Around 12 thin slices of  white or brown bread from a small loaf 

4oz. butter 

1 small orange 

3 oz. brown sugar 

3 medium cooking apples, peeled and thinly sliced 

Pinch of ground nutmeg (or cinnamon) 

 

Oven: Gas mark 4, 350ºF, 180ºC 

 

Dish: About 1½ pint baking dish. 

 

Gently melt the butter. Take six slices of the bread and cut off the crusts, coat 

with the butter. Line the dish, bottom and sides with the buttered bread. Layer 

with the apple, orange (juice and rind) and sugar. Complete by covering the 

top with remaining buttered bread, sugar and nutmeg. Bake until the top is 

crisp. 

 Serve with ‘real’ custard for the ultimate treat, or thick Devon cream if 

you can’t do with all the faffing around with custard.
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chrisbivand@bivand.freeserve.co.uk 

www.arrowbankbandb.co.uk 

 
Arrow Bank 

Bed and Breakfast 
 

Eardisland, 
Leominster 
HR6 9BT 

 
01544 – 388375 

 
 

Quality accommodation 
in en-suite rooms at 

reasonable prices 
  

 

 
 

EARDISLAND HISTORY AND HERITAGE SOCIETY  (EH&HS) 

 

Eardisland & its contribution to the livestock of the world 

 

The ‘Times on Line’ archive has 

thrown up a few more interesting 

items as far as Eardisland is 

concerned. A note of the results of 

competitions held by the Royal 

Agricultural Society for July 1846 

mentioned one parishioner from 

Eardisland who had won several 

prizes for his animals and another, 

Rev Smythies, normally associated 

with Eardisland, but who seemed 

to be living elsewhere at the time. 

 

The Times article noted: 

 

The first prize of 40 sovereigns 

Rev. J. R. Smythies, of Gray 

Friars, Colchester for the best bull, 

calved previously to the 1st of 

January 1844. 

 

The prize of 20 sovereigns, for the 

best bull, calved since the 1st of 

January 1844, to Mr. Carpenter, of 

Eardisland, Leominster.  

 

The prize of 10 sovereigns, for the 

best yearling heifer, to Mr. 

mailto:chrisbivand@bivand.freeserve.co.uk
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Carpenter, of Eardisland, near 

Leominster.  

 

The prize of 10 sovereigns, for the 

best bull-calf, not exceeding one 

year old, to Mr. Carpenter, of 

Eardisland, near Leominster.  

 

We know that Rev. Smythies of 

Lynch Court was a keen 

'agricultural improver'. The large 

common, part of which he 

enclosed in 1811, was Bearwood 

Common. It is known, too, that he 

had other properties. It may be that 

he was living at or near Colchester 

in 1846, or it was simply given as 

the farm that he owned from which 

this particular animal came.  It is 

pretty certain that he was living in 

Eardisland from about 1810 to the 

mid-1850s when he died, but there 

may have been periods when he 

was living elsewhere. 

 The Times article 

reminded me of some notes I had 

seen in a file given to me by the 

wife of the local historian Norman 

Reeves, shortly after his death a 

few years ago. They appear to have 

been prepared for a talk he must 

have given on the contribution that 

Leominster (and environs) has 

made to the livestock of the world. 

 Reeves first makes the 

point that at the time of Domesday 

the monks of Leominster Priory 

were ploughing 16,000 acres in 

North Herefordshire and they left a 

great tradition of stock breeding in 

the district. This proved invaluable 

for English kings during the 

Middle Ages in their need to raise 

money. One of the ways in which 

they solved this problem was by 

controlling wool. At that time it 

was the only product available to 

make clothes; it was easily 

exported and did not perish. In 

1454 wool from this area held a 

higher price than any other district 

or variety produced in England  

 Later, the Royal 

Agricultural Society held 

competitions for quality wool in its 

annual Show and the champion 

exhibits regularly came from 

fleeces from sheep grown within 

10 miles of Leominster Priory. The 

fame of this wool stretched across 

more than 5 centuries and was 

known as The Lemster Ore – 

Leominster gold. (The arms of the 

Borough of Leominster are a Lion 

Rampant bearing a horned lamb in 

its paw.)  

 However, Reeves notes 

that if Leominster district has been 

famous for its wool, it is the part it 

has played in the development of 

Hereford cattle that gives to it the 

most important place. 

 

 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 29 
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 The Tomkins family 

(1714-1815) are credited with 

founding the Hereford breed of 

cattle. They farmed in and around 

Canon Pyon. But other herds 

developed in Pembridge (Court of 

Noke), Monkland and Eardisland. 

Here, Norman Reeves refers to the 

successes in particular, of Rev. 

Smythies at the Lynch, Edward 

Price at The Court House (and his 

son in law, Mr  S.C. Hayter) and  

Mr. J. Carpenter. The development 

of the Twyford Herd (and that of 

Court House) was also significant. 

 In 1839 the first Royal 

Show was held at Oxford. The 

Premium (highest prize) for the 

best cow of any breed in milk, best 

calculated for dairy purposes, was 

awarded to Rev J.R.Smythies, who 

subsequently became Lord of the 

Manor living in the Lynch.  

At the subsequent 40 Royal Shows 

held in all parts of England, 

between1839-1880 the Champion 

prize for mature bulls and cows 

was one by entrants from farms 

within 10 miles of Leominster on 

no less than 23 times by each sex. 

The 1880s saw Leominster District 

the focus of the cattle world. 

American farmers came frequently 

to purchase the best beasts and the 

Royal Oak was the Mecca for 

them. Reeves notes that one animal 

sold for 3,800 guineas at this time. 

This boom ended in about 1885. 

 onetheless the reputation 

of herds from this area continued; 

for some time the Twyford Herd 

was pre-eminent which was a 

continuation of the Court House 

herd some of whose bulls had been 

Royal Champions in the mid and 

late 19
th
 century (Hotspur 1885 

and Prince Albert 1888).  

 Norman Reeves concluded 

that the Herefordshire cattle and 

sheep made Leominster District 

famous throughout the world for 

over 500 years. But it is fascinating 

to see that Eardisland has also 

played an important part in this. 

This discovery gives rise to the 

possibility of further research into 

the farming families mentioned, 

particularly the Carpenters who 

won all the prizes in 1846. But it 

would also be interesting to know 

more about Rev. J. R. Smythies 

Colchester connections and 

whether he was as eminent there as 

he was here. 

 

Paul Selfe 
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WHO WAS CLIFFORD WEBB? 

 

 
 

There is in Eardisland churchyard a small stone marking the burial place of 

Clifford Webb; close by is another, commemorating his wife, Ella, and next to 

that, one marking the resting place of Phyllis Barnes. These have been 

recorded on the register produced by members of the Oral History Group some 

years ago, but until recently, no information relating to them had been known. 

 

In September I received a phone 

call from Simon Brett, a visitor to 

Eardisland who was undertaking 

some research into the life of 

Clifford Webb and that of a lady 

who once lived in the parish to 

whom Webb made frequent visits. 

Her name was Phyllis Barnes and 

she had lived in Lyme Cottage, in 

Lime Lane. It transpired that 

Clifford Webb had been an 

eminent artist and Simon Brett had 

been taught by him in St Martin’s 

School of Art in the 1960s and was 

preparing a memoir. His researches 

had led him to Eardisland. He was 

keen to know whether any 

members of the parish recalled 

Phyllis Barnes and perhaps her 

friend Clifford Webb. The story 

that unfolded was a fascinating 

one, and is not yet fully complete.  

 A few older members of 

the village did recall Phyllis 

Barnes from around the 1960s. She 

was remembered as being a lady 

who didn’t have much to do with 

the community life of the parish. 

She largely kept herself to herself. 

She was described as something of 

an amateur artist (although was 

never known to put any of her 

work on display). She is thought to 

have once been a social worker, 
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perhaps in Liverpool or other 

northern city, but was of the ‘old 

school’ and would just as easily 

have told someone with a 

depressive illness to ‘pull yourself 

together’. 

 She had retired when she 

came to Eardisland and had 

suffered a serious illness. The 

operation which she underwent 

had left her with a deadened left 

arm and hand, which she could no 

longer use. On one occasion this 

led to a serious injury when she 

was unaware that her lifeless hand 

was being burned on a cooker. As 

a result one local lady, who lived 

nearby, was asked to go in to assist 

her from time to time. 

 However, Miss Barnes 

continued to drive despite this 

handicap. Each respondent that I 

spoke to remembered particularly 

how she somehow managed to 

change gear by crossing her right 

hand over her left which rested 

uselessly on the steering wheel! 

She was well known in the village 

for her reckless driving – which 

also entailed screeching brakes and 

smell of burning tyres. “You 

always knew when Miss Barnes 

was about” someone said. She had 

a golden retriever, which was also 

easily recognised when wandering 

in the village.  

 Her liaison with Clifford 

Webb was known about by a few 

people, in particular the lady who 

used to assist her. She also knew of 

his reputation as an artist of high 

calibre and was invited to select 

one of his drawings, in recognition 

of her assistance to Miss Barnes, 

after his death. Much later, when 

Miss Barnes became too frail to 

live at Lyme Cottage and moved 

into a home, she became the 

responsibility of Webb’s son 

Geoffrey, who had come to live in 

the area, possibly at Kingsland, in 

connection with  

His work with the forestry 

commission. 

 Mr Brett kindly provided 

more specific information about 

Clifford Webb, which gave a new 

insight into why he was such an 

interesting man. He was born in 

1895 and became an important 

artist in the field of wood 

engraving and book illustration 

between the 1930s and 1960s.  
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Mr Brett had information 

regarding some carvings thought to 

have been made on the gable end 

of Lyme Cottage and duly went to 

investigate, but discovered that 

they had probably been destroyed 

in a fire that occurred in the 1990s. 

 Clifford Webb illustrated 8 

books for the celebrated Golden 

Cockerel Press limited editions.  

This press was owned at one stage 

by Christopher Sandford, father of 

playwright Jeremy Sandford of 

Eye, near Leominster. In addition, 

he illustrated a series of children's 

books published under his own 

name (The Story of Noah; The 

Thirteenth Pig; Butterwick Farm 

and Animals from Everywhere) and 

others with texts by his wife Ella 

Monckton Webb. He most 

famously illustrated the first 

editions of Arthur Ransome's 

Swallows and Amazons and 

Swallowdale, and books with 

countryside themes. In the 20s and 

30s, he exhibited with the Artist's 

Craftsmen's Group and the Modern 

Group in London and Birmingham 

alongside other outstanding artists 

who included Mark Gertler, Paul 

Nash, Duncan Grant and Vanessa 

Bell. Animals and landscape were 

a strong feature of his art and both 

then and after the Second World 

War his art school teaching was 

varied with painting trips to make 

drawings and watercolors. This 

may also account for his frequent 

visits to Herefordshire. 

 Enlisting as a private 

soldier in 1914, he served with 
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distinction in the First World War, 

at Mons and Gallipoli and in 

Mesopotamia, was wounded four 

times, mentioned in dispatches and 

1917-19 served as a Captain in the 

Indian Army. After the war, he 

studied at Westminster School of 

Art and later taught there, and at 

Birmingham School of Art and 

subsequently at St Martin's School 

of Art, London. The British 

Council comments that,  “He was 

prominent amongst the group of 

artists who brought about a revival 

of wood engraving in 1920s. His 

achievements as an engraver were 

the complete reinvention of the 

theme in terms of the engraver's 

repertoire. At his best, he treads 

the divide between pure 

abstraction and a full-bloodied 

response to nature with sinuous 

skill.” 

 During the Second World 

War, while his wife and children 

were evacuated to Canada, he was 

Petrol Controller for the North of 

England. It was here that it is 

thought that he met Phyllis Barnes 

and began a liaison, which lasted 

the rest of his life, whilst 

maintaining his regular life with 

his wife and children at Abinger 

Hammer near Dorking. He died in 

Eardisland in 1972. 

 A memoir is being 

prepared by Simon Brett, himself a 

wood engraver and a pupil of 

Clifford Webb’s in the 1960s, in 

collaboration with Webb’s 

daughter and sons. Any further 

memories of him or of Phyllis 

Barnes would be gratefully 

received, along with any 

information about Webb’s work 

which may still be in the area. All 

such information would be treated 

in confidence but would add 

greatly to the story of Clifford 

Webb and his life in Eardisland. 

Could this beautiful wood 

engraving have been inspired by 

his visits? 

 

 

 

Paul Selfe 
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SOME NOT VERY PROFOUND THOUGHTS ABOUT LIMERICKS 
 

It started with this year’s village show. One of the creative writing classes 

required a limerick and, seeking to avoid being penalised for imperfect 

technique, I resorted to my bookshelves for original examples. 

 One consults, of course, Edward Lear (1812 – 88) who popularised, if 

not originated, the limerick form. Many of his offerings are not to my taste; 

they contain streaks of cruelty and terror which are also a feature of traditional 

nursery rhymes. 

 Be that as it may, the simple five-lines (or verses for the purists) 

format is intellectually undemanding. As a schoolboy I recall passing 

examples under the desks, neglecting in the process to elevate my mind to 

more significant matters. To this day I remain more than a little uncertain on 

such matters as the causes and consequences of the revocation of the Edict of 

Nantes, whilst the Treaties of Utrect are a closed book. It’s interesting how one 

remembers things that one can’t remember. 

 Here are three examples what I wrote, true to the Lear format, which 

may raise the odd smile in this approaching winter of discontent. 

 

  A naïve young lady from Watchet 

  Set off for her first job to Datchet 

  Said to her mum ‘Now my dear 

  ‘You’ve been quite safe here, 

  ‘But make sure that in Datchet you Watchet!’ 

 

 

  A soprano in dear old Vienna 

  Met a tenor up from Sienna 

  When he offered to sieze ‘er 

  And take her to Pisa 

  She sang ‘Weiderehn liebe Vienna’. 

 

 

  An actor who’d been trained at RADA 

  Drove onto the stage in a Lada 

  Despite his concern 

  They applauded this turn; 

  He returned in a Triumph to RADA. 

 

 

 



 35 

SOME PRE-FESTIVE NUTRITION NOTES 
 

Japanese eat very little fat and suffer fewer heart attacks than we do. Mexicans 

eat a lot of fat and also suffer fewer heart attacks. Chinese drink very little red 

wine with fewer heart attacks. French consume copious quantities of red wine 

yet still suffer fewer heart attacks. Germans love beer and fatty sausages and 

other fats and also suffer fewer heart attacks. 

 

Conclusion: Eat and drink what you like. Speaking English is apparently what 

kills you! 

 

WEATHER NOTES 

 

First: apologies for the mistake in the last set of weather notes. At the 

beginning of the last paragraph the second sentence should have read “the 24 

hr (i.e. hour) fall ending on the morning of the 29
th
 July when 37mm fell”. As 

it appeared it reported that 24mm fell in 37mm! I am a hopeless Luddite and 

the long-suffering editor has to decipher my handwriting! (Sorry, my mistake. 

Ed.) 

 The wet theme has continued into the early autumn. September had 

99.4mm (nearly 4 ins.) almost double its average fall, while October, though 

not as wet, had 74.6mm (nearly 3 ins.) a little above the norm. Both months, 

however, had periods of dry sunny weather, in the case of September lasting 

17 days. Both months also had above average day temperatures, but October 

also had the lowest night temperature recorded for the month since 1934 on the 

night of the 15
th
. 

Peter Glenn 

PIP CLARK 
Bowley Lane, Bodenham 

 
LARGE AND SMALL DOMESTIC APPLIANCE 

REPAIRS AND SERVICE 

 
APPLIANCE SALES – FREE DELIVERY AND FITTING 

 

  Competitive prices 

                                   

 

Friendly, reliable service 

Small plumbing jobs also undertaken 

 

Tel:   01568 797365 

Mobile: 07971 422034 
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 A TRIP TO SYRIA 
 

I rather imagine that, if you 

wanted a week away 

somewhere, Syria might 

not be your first choice, but 

you could be wrong. Ruth 

and I went over the last 

half-term and these are a 

few impressions. 

 As anyone who has 

visited an Arab country can 

tell you, there is much 

that’s not familiar – starting 

with endless bureaucracy even to get in, with much stamping of visas and form 

filling. We flew to Damascus in the south of the country and after the official 

bit was finished, were whisked away to our hotel (whisked is not quite the 

right word; traffic in Damascus is horrendous). Over the next couple of days 

our group visited various museums, souks, historical monuments and places of 

interest. Although we had read our guide books, there’s not much to prepare 

you for the frenetic mix of ancient and modern: Roman arches sit next to 

renovated 16
th
 C wooden houses, with concrete apartment blocks in sight. 

 Mainly though, we were interested in the people. I was expecting to be 

treated with some contempt as a clearly Western man bearing a camera, but 

nothing could have been further from the truth. Syrian people (or the ones we 

came across) are friendly, helpful, smiley, deeply proud of their heritage and 

have little to say about their political leaders or the general situation in the 

Middle East. Most are ordinary people who just want to get on with their lives 

in peace. 

 One trip took us up the mountain range that borders one side of 

Damascus – it’s only then that we realised just how large Damascus is, the 

population swelled by rural Syrians affected by the troubles and refugees 

mainly from Iraq. Nobody seems to know the current population, but 9 million 

seems about right. That’s a lot of people. After pointing out various highlights 

– the citadel, mosques etc., our guide, Ghiath, turned to our right and said 

“there are the occupied Golan Heights”. This was a reality check. We were 

looking at hills that have seen fierce fighting, are disputed and were about 20 

miles away. 

 From Damascus we travelled north, at times with the border with 

Lebanon within a couple of hundred metres. I can tell you that driving up a 

main road and seeing a road sign that tells you that the next junction is marked 
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Beirut (left), Baghdad (right) and Aleppo (straight on) makes you feel as if 

you’re having a peculiar dream. 

 For two nights we were in a new hotel on a mountain opposite the 

Crac Des Chevaliers (photo on previous page), a most spectacular Crusader 

fort set high above the surrounding lush countryside, but before exploring that 

we were taken to Apamea, a ruined city which is still being excavated by 

French archaeologists when money permits – the city dates from around 

64BC. The Crac is truly impressive and in a remarkable condition given its 

age; the original construction, entirely of cut stone, is difficult to comprehend 

given the climate, conditions and lack of our types of tools. 

 Hence it was that we arrived at Aleppo, around 25 miles from the 

Turkish border. The hotel was close to the citadel and had a very Moorish feel 

to it, similar to old hotels in southern Spain. Indeed, Aleppo has a very 

different feel to it generally, a more relaxed atmosphere than Damascus in the 

south. We enjoyed our limited stay there very much and would love to return 

at some point. 

 From Aleppo it was a case of heading south again to Damascus for a 

night before flying back to Heathrow. 

 In summary, this is a lovely country with friendly people; hotels are 

not to Western standards (yet), but are sufficient; food – hotels try to please 

Western tastes as they see them, but would be better off serving local food. 

Our health was OK but several other group members suffered from stomach 

problems – this should not put you off providing you stick to hot, cooked food 

and steer clear of salads. Bottled water is a must. 

 Syria is definitely on our list for a repeat visit!  

Chris Bivand 
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FLOODS HAPPEN. ACT NOW. BE PREPARED FOR FLOODING. 

 

The effects of flooding can last a lifetime, as things destroyed are often 

irreplaceable. House insurance may cover structural damage but there is no 

insurance to replace personal items such as photo albums, your wedding dress 

and other sentimental items. 

 The Environment Agency has developed a new flood warning service 

providing early warnings to Eardisland. This service, called ‘Floodline 

Warnings Direct’ offers free Flood Warnings to you via telephone, text 

message, fax, pager and email. Information mailings about this new service 

have been sent to all local properties that lie within the flood warning area. It 

is now up to you to register to receive these warnings and we encourage those 

at risk from flooding to take appropriate action now to prepare in advance of 

flooding. 

 

Taking action now can improve the chances that you, your family or 

business will survive a flood. There are steps you can take to prepare for 

the eventuality of a flood happening in your area. 

 

1. Check out the risk 

Find out if you are at risk from flooding by calling Floodline 0845 988 

1188 or by viewing our Flood Map at www.environment-agency.gov.uk. 

 

2. Register to ‘Floodline Warnings Direct’ 

Call Floodline on 0845 988 1199. All you need is your postcode for our 

call handlers to sign you up to receive warnings. 

 

3. Make your ‘Flood Preparation Checklist’  

- Do you understand the flood warning codes and actions? 

- Are you properly insured? 

- What is your escape route? 

- Can your friends or family offer you a place to stay? 

- Are important documents and sentimental items stored in a safe place? 

- How will you protect your pets? 

- How will you turn off your gas and electricity? 

- Make a list of useful numbers and prepare an ‘Emergency Flood Kit’. 

Store them together. 

- Do you have special food requirements? 

http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/
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4. Create and Emergency Flood Plan 

Use your ‘Flood Preparation Checklist’ to make an Emergency Flood 

Plan. Practice this at home or at work as you would a fire drill. Do you 

know that if you live in an area at high risk from flooding you’re more 

prone to floods that fire? 

 

5. Prepare an ‘Emergency Flood Kit’ 

Organise a backpack or bag with the following items. Think about what 

items you would want or need to take with you during an emergency. 

Keep this kit in an easily accessible location so you can just grab and go 

during an emergency. 

 

     What would you put in an Emergency Flood Kit? Please consider the          

     following: 

? Cash and credit cards. 

? Mobile phone. 

? House and car keys. 

? Medication. 

? A list of useful telephone numbers. 

? Are The Environment Agency Floodline number 0845 988 1188, your 

insurance company and your bank phone numbers programmed in 

your mobile phone?  

? Copies of your insurance, mortgage and other important documents. 

? Torch. 

? Portable radio. 

? Supply of batteries. 

? Blankets and warm clothing. 

? Waterproofs, including rubber gloves. 

? First-aid kit, including a supply of essential medication. 

? Portable pet carrier for your pet. 

? A spare set of keys. 

? Your child’s favourite toy or game. 

 

6. If you should need to leave your home in a hurry don’t forget to: 

- Move your car to higher ground. 

- Warn your neighbours. 

- Notify your family and the authorities of your whereabouts. 

- Switch off gas and electricity. 

- Lock up your house. 

- Set any home flood protection products you own. 
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- Know where you are going (friend or families house, hotel or rest 

centre) 

 

Please call Floodline on 0845 988 1188 for further advice on how you can 

prepare in advance. Flooding will happen. You can’t prevent it, you can 

prepare for it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Learn about Herefordshire’s Reptiles 
 

 
STUART HURDS 

 

Oil Fired Heating Engineer & Plumbing 

 

Commissioning, Servicing & Repairs Installations 

Aga -Rayburn - Stoves & Central Heating Boilers 

 

      Tel: 01544 318809 

 

Mobile: 07773010444 
 

 

 

 

 

 

C A Marsden 
 

Traditional and Modern Upholstery 

 
Upholstery : Loose Covers : Chair Caning 

 
Repairs and Refurbishment : Upholstery Supplies 

 

Tel: 01544 388868  Mob: 07989 692472 

 

Email: cmarsden@freeuk.com 

mailto:cmarsden@freeuk.com
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FREE TRAINING DAYS IN MARCH 2009 
 

An inspirational wildlife project for Herefordshire called ‘What’s That 

Snake?’ is offering free training days to learn about and identify the snakes 

and lizards found in our county, and how to do surveys. The training will 

include illustrated talks about the animals, and then a visit to a special area 

local to the training venue to practice the skills learned.  
  

Tea and coffee is provided – but people need to bring their own picnic lunch.  

 

To book a place, contact the Herefordshire Nature Trust 01432 356872. 

For more information please contact me on the same number. There is a 

maximum of 12 people per course, so please book early to make sure of a 

place. 

The training events are: 

Tuesday 3
rd

 March 2009  Wyche Cutting, Malvern Hills 

Venue:    Wyche Free Church Hall (next to car park) 

     Jubilee Drive, Upper Colwall 

Time:     10am – 4pm 

 

Saturday 7
th
 March 2009 Haugh Wood, Fownhope 

Venue:    Woolhope Village Hall 

Time:     10am – 4pm 

 

Friday 13
th
 March 2009  Swinyard Hill, Malvern Hills 

Venue:    Castlemorton Village Hall 

Time:     10am – 4pm 

      

The project is being run jointly by the Herefordshire Amphibian and Reptile 

Team (HART) and Herefordshire Nature Trust, and is funded by the Heritage 

Lottery Fund, the Wye Valley AONB and the Malvern Hills AONB. 

The project also plans to visit 40 schools providing illustrated identification 

posters, worksheets and interactive DVDs to be used as educational tools, 

creating wildlife interest in future generations.  Community road shows, with 

dedicated advice and visual displays to further spread awareness, are planned 

and a web site linked to the HART site will keep the public informed of the 

Project’s activities. 

Reptiles are very much indicators of the health of our countryside and What’s 

That Snake? will hopefully give us an idea of how these indicators are faring.  

 

Nigel Hand, Project Officer 
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CONTACT THE EDITOR  

 

Please forward your magazine copy, in any form, to: 

 

Chris Bivand, Arrow Bank, Eardisland, Leominster, HR6 9BT   

 

:  01544 – 388375 (answer phone available) 

e - mail: chrisbivand@bivand.freeserve.co.uk 
 

This edition of the Eardisland Parish Magazine was printed by 

Oldlands Press courtesy of Andrew Rixon 

 

The copy date for the next edition of the Eardisland Parish Magazine is: 

 

 

  FRIDAY, 16th JANUARY 2009 
 

 

Published by Eardisland Parish Council.  Views expressed are those of individual 

contributors and not necessarily those of Eardisland Parish Council. 

 

 

 

BUS TIMETABLES 
 

Having got stuck in Leominster, Patricia Gill (as now she is known) decided to 

make a list of the relevant busses – these are times of direct routes, not inter-

connections. She helpfully typed this up and appears on the next page for your 

use. Please remember that times may change and I will publish any changes if 

I am aware of them. 

 

THE EARDISLAND PARISH NEWS – DECEMBER 1998 

 

I have reprinted an article from the Parish News (as it was called then). Leslie 

Evans recalls ‘The Cloggers’. The book referred to, I assume, is ‘An Oral 

History of Eardisland’ by the Oral History Group. 

 The article appears after the bus timetable. 

mailto:chrisbivand@bivand.freeserve.co.uk
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THE CLOGGERS OF EARDISLAND 

 

After the publication of our book describing the major social changes in 

Eardisland in living memory, we received a comment that we had not 

mentioned the visit of the clog makers, known locally as "the cloggers", who a 

few people recalled had been in the village at some time in the past cutting the 

alders on the river banks and making clogs from them. 

 

We made enquiries but had little success, until Leslie Evans responded with 

his memories. He recollected that the cloggers had arrived in the village 

sometime in the early 1930s. They spent most of their time in a field by the 

river in Broome Lane, near the weir. A gang of them came to cut alders and 

protect the river banks. They cut those about 4 or 5 inches in diameter which 

were then trimmed and shaped into the thick soles of clogs; huge piles could 

be seen where they worked. 

 

Leslie was able to throw light on the significance of this work. These clogs 

were not for sale locally, but were then collected up and sent back to 

Manchester for completing where they would be used by workers in the mills, 

which employed large numbers of people. Leslie recalls that they were cut and 

shaped with a special hooked knife. It was all done by eye, but because the 

wood was wet and green it could be easily worked; and as they did so another 

huge pile of chippings grew. It was Leslie's job to collect these up in a horse 

and cart and he hauled them away from there at one shilling and sixpence a 

load. 

 

Some of these cloggers lodged in the village in a house owned by Mrs 

Barrington (the step mother of Donald Clayton, who was to be killed in the 

second war, lost at sea, and whose name appears on the war memorial). This 

property, now pulled down, stood near to the Knapp House, and several new 

houses were subsequently built on the site. 

 

Leslie remembers that the clog makers went on to visit Luntley where they 

also worked in similar fashion on the alders there. Naturally, as technology 

developed and changed, and the industries associated with the mills of the 

north declined the demand for clogs fell. The events described by Leslie are 

therefore fascinating insight into patterns of village life which remind us how 

extraordinary changes have been in social and economic life within a 

comparatively short period of time. 
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Sunday 4 January – 2nd Sunday of Christmas 

Holy Eucharist CW Eardisland 

Parents and Children Service  Kingsland 

Choral Matins BCP Kingsland 

Holy Eucharist BCP Aymestrey 

Holy Eucharist BCP Kingsland 

  

Sunday 11 January – Plough Sunday 

Holy Eucharist BCP  Kingsland 

Matins BCP Eardisland 

Holy Eucharist CW with 

blessing of the plough 

Aymestrey 

Sung Eucharist CW with 

blessing of the plough 

Kingsland 

  

Sunday 18 January – 2nd Sunday of Epiphany 

Holy Eucharist BCP Eardisland 

Sung Eucharist BCP Kingsland 

Evening Prayer Aymestrey 

Choral Evensong BCP Kingsland 

  

Sunday 25 January – Conversion of St Paul 

Holy Eucharist BCP  Kingsland 

Holy Eucharist CW Eardisland 

Sung Eucharist CW  Kingsland 

Rededication Service 

followed later by Burns Night 

Supper (Please check nearer 

the date) 

Leinthall Earles 

 

And at 10.00am each Thursday  

except Christmas Day and New Year’s Day:  

said Holy Eucharist BCP at Kingsland 
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