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CHURCH SERVICES THROUGHOUT THE BENEFICE 

 
Sunday 27 January – Epiphany 4 

8.00 am Holy Eucharist BCP  Kingsland 

9.30 am Holy Eucharist CW Eardisland 

11.00 am Sung Eucharist CW  Kingsland 

11.00 am Matins BCP  Aymestrey 

   

Sunday 3 February – Candlemas  

9.30 am Holy Eucharist CW Eardisland 

11.00 am Choral Matins BCP Kingsland 

11.00 am Holy Eucharist BCP Aymestrey 

6.30 pm Sung Eucharist BCP with 

prayers for those who lost their 

lives in the Battle of Mortimer’s 

Cross, 1461 

Kingsland 

   

Wednesday 6 February – Ash Wednesday 

7.30 pm Holy Eucharist and Imposition 

of Ashes 

Kingsland  

   

Sunday 10 February – Lent 1 

8.00 am Holy Eucharist BCP  Kingsland 

9.30 am Matins BCP Eardisland 

9.30 am Holy Eucharist CW Aymestrey 

11.00 am Sung Eucharist CW Kingsland 

   

Sunday 17 February – Lent 2 

9.30 am Holy Eucharist BCP Eardisland 

11.00 am Sung Eucharist BCP Kingsland 

3.30 pm Holy Eucharist  Leinthall Earles 

6.30 pm Choral Evensong BCP Kingsland 

   

Sunday 24 February – Lent 3 

8.00 am Holy Eucharist BCP  Kingsland 

9.30 am Holy Eucharist CW Eardisland 

11.00 am Eucharist for Education Sunday 

(with Aymestrey congregation) 

Kingsland 
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EDITORIAL 
 

As Peter Glenn notes elsewhere in this edition, the weather seems to be rain 

followed by rain and the countryside looks muddy, damp and bleak. But there 

are signs of life, with daffodils poking through the sodden soil and early plants 

beginning to bud. Spring is on its way; let’s hope that we have a better year 

than last in terms of weather. 

 I have repeated the magazine dates on the next page, please note these 

carefully if you are likely to want to advertise village events. All the usual 

things will be going on through 2008, but the Village Show has been shifted 

back to September. The schedule for this was printed in the last edition, but I’ll 

do it again before the event – don’t forget, no entries, no show! 

 During the course of the year we should see more activity at the new 

International Birds of Prey Centre including a partial opening and an 

opportunity to look around. This could present real opportunities for the 

village with more trade for local businesses without spoiling its essential 

peaceful rural character. 

 Later this year, the publisher of the Eardisland Parish Magazine will 

transfer from the Parochial Parish Council (the Church) to the Parish Council. 

This will not have any immediate effect on the magazine and you will still 

receive your copy free of charge bi-monthly and in its present format. I’ll write 

more about this and its rationale in the near future. 

 In the meantime, I hope 2008 is a good year for you, your friends and 

family.  

Chris Bivand 
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EARDISLAND PARISH MAGAZINE DATES 2008 

 
These are the dates which have been agreed by the Parish Council, Parochial Parish 

Council, Andrew Rixon (printer) and Chris Bivand (Editor). 

 

Copy Date Projected distribution date 

Friday 7
th
 March Friday 21

st
 March 

Friday 2
nd

 May Friday 16
th
 May 

Friday 4
th
 July Friday 18

th
 July 

Friday 5
th
 September Friday 19

th
 September 

Friday 21
st
 November Friday 5

th
 December 

 
Please note that the actual delivery dates depend upon a number of factors, 

including the time to prepare the copy, the printer’s commitments and the 

distributors’ time. 

 

VILLAGE DIARY  
    

Date Event 

Tuesday 12
th
 February Soup Lunch for St. Michael’s, VH midday – 

2.00pm 

Saturday 16
th
 February Valentine’s Dinner – see page 15 

Tuesday 11
th
 March Neighbourhood Watch meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Friday 7
th
 March Copy date – Eardisland Parish Magazine 

Sat. 24
th
 – Mon. 26

th
 May Flower Festival, St Mary the Virgin 

W/E 21
st
/22

nd
 June  Open Gardens 

Saturday 12
th
 July Village Fun Day 

Duck Races Sunday 24
th
 August 

Saturday 13
th
 September Eardisland Village Show  

 
NIGELLA’S LETTER 

 

Dear parishioners 

 

I am writing on a rather dreary wet 

day to wish you all a very healthy 

and happy 2008.  We had a good 

attendance at Christmas services; 

and wasn't it lovely to be so well lit 

in the nave?  The new lights, I 

think, look rather elegant and add 

to the beauty of our little church.  

Now we need to get on with new 

heating; this is now on the cards 

and plans are nearly firmed up, so 

watch this space. 
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 Congratulations to all of 

you who joined Annette and the 

choir as they sang carols from door 

to door.  A very good sum of 

money was raised and added to the 

collection from the carol service.  

This was sent to The Children's 

Society, who do so much good 

work among vulnerable and 

disadvantaged children. 

 
Before 

we 

know 

where 

are we 

shall be 

in Lent.  

Ash 

Wednes

day 

begins Lent and is on February 6th.  

There will be an Ashing Sung 

Eucharist for the whole benefice at 

Kingsland at 7.30pm.  Do come 

and make a good start to Lent.  The 

Lent course this year will take 

place on Monday evenings: 

February 18th and 25th and March 

3rd and 10th - venues to be 

announced.  I'm not totally sure of 

the subject just at the moment.  I 

have three ideas to mull over, but 

do watch for posters and 

information on pew leaflets.  It is 

so good to be able to get together 

and tease out some of the knottier 

problems of how to live in today's 

world, where everything we do, 

our lifestyle, has an effect on other 

people in the world.  The 'global 

village' seems to contract every 

year and we cannot remain insular 

and cut off from other people's 

problems. 

 Mothering Sunday falls on 

March 2nd and we will have a 

family service at 9.30am during 

which the children of all ages will 

give posies to their mums.  It is a 

lovely celebration of belonging, 

not only to our mothers and 

families, but also to our 'Mother 

Church'. Our church is like a 

mother because, even if we have 

neglected it for years, we are 

always welcomed back with open 

arms at any time.  I hope some of 

those I have baptized over the past 

few years will come back for that 

service - return to their Mother 

Church.  Do come and show how 

you value your church. 

 I do hope you have 

managed to avoid all the various 

bugs that are around, and I'm sure 

you are looking forward to the 

sight of spring flowers and birds 

on the trees which will herald 

longer days and warmer weather. 

 

May God bless you all, 
Nigella 
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LETTER FROM THE BISHOP  

 

2008 will be the year of the 

Conference, among other things.  

The Archbishop of Canterbury has 

already sent out invitations to the 

bishops of the Anglican 

Communion to join him in 

Canterbury later in the year for the 

Lambeth Conference, an event 

held every ten years. 

 Before the Lambeth 

Conference will be a “pre-

Lambeth” event here in our own 

diocese, involving our companion 

link bishops as well as some from 

other parts of the world, who will 

be here as our guests, sharing our 

life and their stories. 

 “Sharing the Story” is 

the theme for our major diocesan 

event of the year, our own 

Swanwick Conference, which is 

being held at the conference Centre 

in Derbyshire from 3
rd

 – 6
th

 June.  

This provides an exciting 

opportunity for some hundreds of 

us to gather together to pray, think, 

learn and laugh.  There will be the 

usual mix of clergy, Readers, 

churchwardens, PCC members, 

congregational members and Local 

Ministry Development Group 

members: a complete cross-section 

of the parishes of the diocese. 

 The conference has a 

“diocesan family” feel to it, easy to 

take part in and very enjoyable. 

We hope and expect it will inspire 

all of us on our journeys of faith, 

whoever we are and however far 

along that journey we have 

travelled and by whatever route. 

 The principal guest 

speaker will be the Archbishop of 

Canterbury, the Most Revd. Dr. 

Rowan Williams.  This is the first 

time that Archbishop Rowan will 

have done anything with us in this 

diocese since moving from 

neighbouring Monmouth diocese 

six years ago.  He will not only be 

speaking but also with us all for 

one of the days, so this is a great 

opportunity to hear and meet him. 

 It is also an opportunity to 

hear the other speakers and take 

part in the workshops, and of 

course the worship which will be 

central to our time together.  We 

want the experience to further our 

ability to be able to share our 

stories, above all the story of what 

God has done for us in Jesus 

Christ.  We shall explore this in 

art, poetry, craft, drama and many 

other ways, easy to join in and 

enjoy. 

 Details of the Conference 

are in every parish and on the 

diocesan web-site. 

 We need you please to 

come and take part.  There will be 

plenty to take back to your own 

church and wider community.  It 

promises to be a real enrichment 

for us all.  Please come.  Please 

enjoy it.  Please pray for it. 

 

+Anthony Hereford 



EARDISLAND PARISH COUNCIL 

 

During December the village received a delivery of sandbags to The White 

Swan car park. Thank you to everyone who collected sandbags that they had 

requested.  

 In the first meeting of the New Year the Parish Council discussed the 

forthcoming precept application. A decision has been made to request monies 

needed to carry out the re-pointing work on the Village Hall in the precept for 

2008/2009. The Parish Council has received quotations for £4,846 and £5,327 

for the work needed at the Village Hall. The total amount of precept requested 

is £12,682, of this £2000 will be put towards the financing of the work. As the 

Village Hall is well used by the residents we feel it is vital that the 

maintenance and upkeep of the building is paramount. The precept will also 

cover general running costs, £6112, which include the mowing of the grass 

and recreation ground, Clerk’s salary and expenses and Insurance. 

Maintenance and repairs to Village Hall, bus shelter and recreation ground are 

budgeted at £400. Eardisland Parish Council makes grants and donations of 

£3,350 each year; these grants include The Eardisland Dovecote Trust and The 

Eardisland Community Millennium Fund. This is just a brief insight to the 

budget for the Parish Council and anyone wishing to obtain a copy of the full 

budget may to so by contacting the Clerk. 

 Members of the public are welcome to attend our monthly meetings 

and copies of the minutes are available at the Dovecote. 

Andrea 

01568 613729 

andrea@andreaarmour.wanadoo.co.uk 

 

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 
 

As the snowdrops begin to head-off, and we look forward to lighter mornings 

and evenings in the coming months November 2007 always seems such a long 

time ago.  However, on behalf of the Royal British Legion I would like to 

thank everyone who contributed to the Poppy Appeal last year.  The house to 

house collection around the Parish raised £435. 42p and St Mary’s 

Remembrance Sunday collection raised £87. 89p bringing the total amount to 

£523. 31p. This was a really superb effort as among its many facets the British 

Legion supports thousands of ex- servicemen and their families who are in 

distress, for which the provision of funds through the Poppy Appeal is critical.  

So, again, many thanks to all who contributed, to The Cross, the Riverside 

Aquatics, and the Tea Rooms and to the excellent band of helpers who 

collected around the parish. 

Rita Kirby  

mailto:andrea@andreaarmour.wanadoo.co.uk
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100 CLUB MONTHLY DRAW 2008 

 

Fees for the 100 Club Draw are now due for 

renewal.  Would members old or new please 

make cheques payable to “Eardisland P.C.C.” (or 

cash) for £15 per person. The fee can be left with 

Dian Cope, Downome, Church Lane (tel. 388317) 

or Mary Blatchford, Church Cottage, Church 

Lane. Thank you and good luck! 

Dian Cope 

100 CLUB 

 

As you will see from Dian’s article above it is time to renew membership of 

the 100 Club again. Those who have already signed up in the past will 

hopefully renew for 2008. There may be some who have not come across it 

before so I thought it worth explaining that this a lottery which, for the small 

sum of only £15 annually, enables you to be a possible winner in the draws 

which are made monthly. There are four prizes every month of £30, £20 and 

two of £7.50.  

 This is kindly run on behalf of St Mary’s Church by Mary Blatchford 

and Dian Cope and membership is open to EVERYONE so why not subscribe 

and see if you can win? The revenue raised forms a vital part of the income of 

the church so even if you are not a regular attender your contribution can assist 

towards the upkeep of one of the central buildings in this village. And as I say 

you may win and the more subscriptions you take out the better your chances. 

If you call Mary or Dian they will arrange to collect your subscription. 

 

Serena Askew, (Promoter)  

 
CAROL SINGING IN EARDISLAND 

 

No, it is not that time again! On one of the coldest nights of the year last December - 

the Thursday before Christmas - the village Carol Singers set out to walk around the 

village, as in previous years, to herald the Christmas season and the Birth of the Christ 

child. The monies collected were for the Macmillan Nurses Fund and despite the cold 

villagers opened their doors and gave very generously. We were greatly assisted by 

being invited into one house and being thoroughly warmed by a wonderful toddy 

which did much for the inner man/woman and for their voices! The only sufferer was 

the harmonica when the reeds froze (thank you anyway Alan!). 

As a result of the collection we have been able to send a cheque for just over £140 to 

the Fund, and on behalf of all the carollers a very big ‘thank you’ to all who supported 

us, and a Very Happy New Year.      
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KINGSLAND AND EARDISLAND HOSPICE FRIENDS 

 

During 2007 our group has raised 

£4,709 for St Michael’s Hospice 

from our fund raising events, 

collecting boxes, donations and 

gift aid.  To all of you who have 

helped, our grateful thanks.  

 This year our fund raising 

starts with soup lunches during 

lent, the first one being held on 

Shrove Tuesday 5th February at 

Willow Cottage, Kingsland by 

Bridget Eastaugh.   

 For Eardisland Beryl and I 

are holding a soup lunch in the 

village hall on Tuesday 12th 

February from 12.00 to 2.00pm.  

              
              Oak Tree Funeral Services 

 
 

 

We provide a very personal, professional and caring 24 hour 

service, with our chapels of rest at Kington and Leominster. 

 

 Arrangements can be made in the comfort of your own home and 

in the presence of your family, helping you through this sad time. 

 

Please contact (day/night) 

 

Mr. Bill Rowlatt (Proprietor) 

Tel: 01544 327829   

 

or 

 

Mr. Dave Harris (Leominster Manager) Tel: 07967 452473 

 

~Our promise is to care about you and those you love~ 



 10 

Tickets (price £5 are available 

from Barry and Kathleen Freeman 

at the Tea Rooms, and Beryl and 

myself.  Please buy a ticket if you 

intend to come as it will help with 

the catering.  However you won’t 

be refused entry if you decide to 

come at the last minute and don’t 

have a ticket!  We hope that by 

holding it in the village hall it will 

be convenient for most people and 

make a pleasant social occasion 

whilst raising money for a good 

cause.  

 Following lunches are on 

19th February at Northfield, 

Kingsland with Ruth Fisher, at 

Westmead, Kingsland on 26th 

February with Jackie Markham 

and Gaynor Brindley and at 

Stoneleigh, Kingsland with Joanna 

Bruce on 11th March. 

 Our Morrisons collection 

is on Friday 20 June and helpers 

would be gratefully appreciated.  

Meanwhile we look forward to 

seeing as many of you as possible 

at the village hall on Tuesday 12
th
 

February but if you are unable to 

attend donations are very welcome.    

 

Dorothy Brown  388389 

Beryl Hoda    388131 

  

 

 

A THANK YOU NOTE 

 

The Christmas Dinner and Carol Service were, if possible, even better than 

ever and wholly delightful occasions enjoyed by large attendances. Thank you 

to everyone who put so much thought and work into making both events so 

successful. 

Kathleen and Barry Freeman 

 

 

LINE DANCING 

 

GET FIT & KEEP FIT FOR 2008! 

 

WHY NOT JOIN THE LINE DANCING CLASS FOR BEGINNERS AND 

LEARN A NEW SKILL TOO. WE MEET EACH THURSDAY EVENING IN 

THE VILLAGE HALL AT 7.30pm - 9.30pm. IT COSTS £4 PER SESSION 

ATTENDED. JUST COME ALONG OR CONTACT DEV ON 01432 870383. 

 

Mavis & Doug Tantrum 
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TUESDAY 12
th

 FEBRUARY 2008 

12 noon to 2pm 

 

SOUP LUNCH 

IN AID OF ST MICHAEL’S HOSPICE 

AT 

THE VILLAGE HALL  

 

TICKETS £5.00 
 

FROM BARRY & KATHLEEN FREEMAN; BERYL HODA, 

388131:DOROTHY BROWN, 388389  

DONATIONS ARE VERY WELCOME IF YOU ARE UNABLE 

TO JOIN US 

 

 

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 
 

Any Neighbourhood Watch Scheme must reflect the needs of 

members of its local community. The team has met regularly over 

the last two months and has continued to make progress in 

partnership with the Police in pursuing its goals of reducing crime 

and thereby improving the quality of life for local inhabitants. 

 However, it has become increasingly evident to the team 

that we are unaware of the shape of a scheme that is shared by 

all of us – the Eardisland community – as there has been no 

review for a number of years. To help us in this process the team 

has arranged a meeting in the Village Hall for Tuesday 11th 

March at 7.30pm. We are fortunate that Inspector Bob Barnett 

(Community Safety) from the West Mercia Police will lead the 

discussion on ‘Eardisland Neighbourhood Watch – the way 

forward!’ The idea is that the meeting will generate ideas and 
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responses from you that will help contribute to making a safer 

caring community. Please put this date into your diary as your 

attendance is vital for the success of a new scheme! 

 The team is ready to take up the challenge but we are short 

of two team members that would help us ‘cover the parish’ and 

provide localised support and contact. If you are interested then 

please don’t hesitate to contact me or a team member (contact 

details are elsewhere in the Parish Magazine). 

 

Important Practice for this time of year: 

 

LIGHTEN UP! 
Leave a light on and keep your home safe and secure 
 
House burglary remains a rare crime in West 
Mercia – less than 1% of houses are burgled 
each year.  However, when it is dark outside, 
unlit houses can be a target for thieves.  You 
can significantly reduce the chance of your home being burgled 
by taking a few simple precautions: 
 A well-lit home gives the impression that someone is in 
 Use timer switches to turn lights on while you are out 
 Save energy and money with low-energy or dusk to dawn sensor 

light bulbs 
 Invest in external lighting 
 Lock windows and doors and keep gates well secured 
Most house break-ins are opportunistic. 
Don’t give them a chance! 
Our contact with the police is regular and varied particularly 

through CSO Donna Jones whose support continues to be amazing. 

Much useful information is also distributed through the fortnightly 

‘Kington Rural Beat Bulletin’. I have extracted some of the recent 

features which are relevant to the Eardisland community and 

include them in this report: 
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1.Visa/Mastercard Telephone Credit Card SCAM 

This information is worth reading. By understanding how the VISA 

& MasterCard Telephone Credit Card Scam works, you'll be better 

prepared to protect yourself.  

Note: the callers do not ask for your card number; they already 

have it, they provide Y O U with all the information, except the one 

piece they want.  

 The scam works like this: Person calling says, "This is (name), 

and I'm calling from the Security and Fraud Department at VISA. 

My badge number is 12460. Your card has been flagged for an 

unusual purchase pattern, and I'm calling to verify. This would be 

on your VISA card which was issued by (name of bank) did you 

purchase an Anti-Telemarketing Device for £497.99 from a 

Marketing company based in London?" When you say "No", the 

caller continues with, "Then we will be issuing a credit to your 

account. This is a company we have been watching and the charges 

range from £297 to £497, just under the £500 purchase pattern 

that flags most cards. Before your next statement, the credit will 

be sent to (gives you your address), is that correct?"  

You say "yes". The caller continues - "I will be starting a fraud 

investigation. If you have any questions, you should call the 0800 

number listed on the back of your card (0800-VISA) and ask for 

Security.  

 You will need to refer to this Control Number. The caller 

then gives you a 6-digit number. "Do you need me to read it again?"  

 Here's the IMPORTANT part on how the scam works the 

caller then says, "I need to verify you are in possession of your 

card." He'll ask you to "turn your card over and look for some 

numbers." There are 7 numbers; the first 4 are part of your card 

number, the next 3 are the security numbers that verify you are 

the possessor of the card. These are the numbers you sometimes 

use to make Internet purchases to prove you have the card. The 

caller will ask you to read the 3 numbers to him. After you tell the 

caller the 3 numbers, he'll say, "That is correct, I just needed to 
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verify that the card has not been lost or stolen, and that you still 

have your card. Do you have any other questions?" After you say, 

"No," the caller then thanks you and states, "Don't hesitate to call 

back if you do", and hangs up.  

 You actually say very little, and they never ask for or tell 

you the Card number and within 15 minutes a new purchase of 

£497.99 will be charged to your card.  

 What the scammers want is the 3-digit PIN number on the 

back of the card. Don't give it to them. Instead, tell them you'll 

call VISA or Master Card directly for verification of their 

conversation. The real VISA told us that they will never ask for 

anything on the card as they already know the information since 

they issued the card! If you give the scammers your 3 Digit PIN 

Number, you think you're receiving a credit. However, by the time 

you get your statement you'll see charges for purchases you didn't 

make, and by then it's almost too late and/or more difficult to 

actually file a fraud report.  

2.Thefts 

 There are still thefts of diesel fuel from vehicles occurring in 
and around the area.  
 There also continues to be thefts of lead and copper from 
outbuildings e.g. in the form of sheeting, rolls, or wire. 
 

CONTACT DETAILS:  IF YOU HAVE ANY INFORMATION 

REGARDING THE ABOVE YOU CAN CONTACT YOUR LOCAL 

POLICING TEAM: 08457 444 888 EXT: 4535 OR  01432 

346711. PLEASE BE AWARE THAT THE INFORMATION WE 

PROVIDE IS TO ASK FOR YOUR ASSISTANCE. WE DO NOT 

WANT IT TO WORRY YOU IN ANY WAY. THESE 

INCIDENTS ARE INFREQUENT AND SPREAD ABOUT A WIDE 

AREA. WE ARE LIVING IN A VERY PLEASANT AND 

PEACEFUL AREA. 

 

Keith Mitchell (Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator) 
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EARDISLAND TWINNING ASSOCIATION 

 

Visit to La Vieille Lyre - June ‘08 

 

Our Association has kindly accepted an invitation from La Vieille Lyre and 

will be visiting between Friday 13th June and Monday 16th June '08. Below 

you find details of travel arrangements and costs. Those who have previously 

visited our French twinning village will know what a wonderful time we had 

and it is hoped we can add many new Eardisland faces on this next trip.  

 Travel.....Will be on a 41 seat M&S coach, departing Eardisland at 

around 0830 on 13th June. This will take us to France via Eurotunnel, arriving 

in La Vieille Lyre early evening. The coach will stay with us for the duration 

and be available to transport us locally. Our return in Eardisland will be mid 

evening on Monday 16th June. 

  Accommodation....You will stay with a French family, with age, 

gender, language difficulties and common interests all being taken in to 

consideration.  

 Cost.....This will depend on the numbers who travel and is based on 

the price of the coach and Eurotunnel fare. If 20 persons travel the fare will be 

£90 per person, if our numbers reach 25 the price will be £75 and will reduce 

again to £60 should we have 30 persons on board. Children aged 5 - 16 years 

and full time students will be half price, whilst under 5's are free.  

  Itinerary.....This is in the early planning stage, but a full itinerary is 

expected, so plenty to do and see and this will be as a group. 

  Other costs......It is not expected that you will face any costs once at 

La Vieille Lyre, other than a small gift for your hosts bought in advance. 

  We have taken advantage of a special Eurotunnel deal, thus obtaining 

the cheapest possible price available. Coach travel means we arrive relatively 

fresh and unlike on our previous visit, no night time ferry to contend with. You 

will also have the advantage of stocking up at the Tax Free shop before our 

train departure.  

 This really is a great opportunity to have a fun weekend away at a 

reasonable price. It doesn’t matter if you are a single person, or a couple new 

to the village who don’t yet know too many others. Singles will not be left on 

their own and will be accommodated as part of the group and according to 

their own wishes.  We promise that by the end of the trip you will have made 
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new friends on both sides of the channel and will be recalling the few days for 

years to come. 

 Although we are months away from the departure date plans do have 

to be put in place as soon as possible and I would ask that those interested in 

taking part make contact as soon as possible.  

 To book your place please phone either Phil Milchard on 01544 

388097 or Ruth Brinton-Bivand on 01544 388375. Alternatively email 

pmilchard@btinternet.com . Please note a deposit of £20 is required. If you are 

unsure about booking at this stage due to possible other commitments, 

bookings will be open until early May, but we would at least like to know of 

your interest now. 

 Please note that this is not a subsidised trip and that all fundraising 

monies are being held back for the next French visit to Eardisland.  

 

 

Valentine’s Dinner and Musical Entertainment 

Saturday 16
th

 February ‘08 
 

The Eardisland Twinning Association is hosting a Valentine’s dinner, 

followed by an evening of musical entertainment and song, in the Village Hall 

on Saturday 16
th
 February ’08, 7pm for 7.30pm. Tickets are priced at just 

£7.50 and you are welcome to bring your own drinks. This promises to be 

another fun packed evening and a chance to witness the fine musical talent we 

have in and around our village.  

 

Tickets are available from either Phil Milchard on 01544 388097, Ruth 

Brinton-Bivand on 01544 388375 or Barry Freeman in the Tea Rooms.  

 

 

Email addresses 

When Eardisland Twinning Association was formed you may recall members 

were asked to complete a gold membership form, with the option of including 

an email address. Email is by far the easiest and cheapest method of 

communication and although a good many of you included this detail it seems 

many addresses are no longer in use. If you have changed your email address 

over the last year or so, or simply wish to be kept in touch by this method as to 

what is currently happening within our Association, then please advise me at 

pmilchard@btinternet.com  

mailto:pmilchard@btinternet.com
mailto:pmilchard@btinternet.com
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COTTAGE TO RENT IN NORTHERN FRANCE 
 

It may be of interest to members of Eardisland Twinning Association, or other 

local residents, to know that we have details of a very moderately priced 

cottage owned by a French acquaintance. Details are available from us and can 

be copied. It is at Gavray, Manche; the western part of Basse Normandie: 

approximately 100km south of Cherbourg and 190km west of La Vieille Lyre. 

Rent £135 per week. Please contact Barry or Kathleen Freeman (388226) 

 

 

EARDISLAND OPEN GARDENS WEEKEND 
 

Saturday 21
st 

June & Sunday 22nd 

 

Open gardens will be held on these 

dates this year but it will be a 

slightly different format than in 

past years. We are looking, as ever, 

for about twelve garden owners 

who would be willing to open their 

gardens to visitors between 

11.00am and 5.00pm on those two 

days. Anyone who has done it in 

the past will tell you that our 

visitors are always appreciative 

and interested , and are not looking 

for weeds , but for a pleasant day 

out in our lovely village. If you 

have opened before and would be 

happy to repeat it, or have never 

done it but are willing to consider 

opening your garden please contact 

me and I would be very happy to 

discuss the weekend . 

 The difference this year 

will be that at the same time as the 

gardens are open the Leominster 

Morris Men will be in the village 

celebrating their 25th anniversary. 

Many people will recall their 20th 

anniversary celebrations, and they 

say that this will be even better! 

They plan to celebrate rather in the 

style of an old-fashioned country 

fair comprising attractions such as 

Morris Men (of course!), local 

food and drink stalls, side stalls, 

entertainments such as story-

tellers, Punch & Judy, rides, a folk 

music concert and a family ceilidh. 

 This should be a great 

weekend for Eardisland and we 

will be looking for assistance with 

parking and ticket selling again for 

the gardens. If you want to be 

involved please come forward and 

don’t feel shy!  

Serena Askew 

Tel: 01544 388637 

email: serena.askew@btconnect.com  
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A SHORT TRIP TO HONG KONG 
 

I’ve always wanted to visit 

Hong Kong, partly through its 

exotic reputation and location, 

partly because, unusually in a 

small rural village, a number of 

my friends and acquaintances 

have lived and worked there or 

visited. Ruth and I went over 

last Christmas and New Year. 

In practical terms it’s quite a 

long way to go with the usual 

to-and-fro for Heathrow, followed by a twelve hour flight, landing at the 

(relatively) new HK airport built on reclaimed land and designed by Sir 

Norman Foster. The first thing you notice when you finally clear the 

immigration controls is how beautifully clean everything is, I suppose in a new 

airport you would expect this, but there is a whole army of cleaners on the go 

all the time. This theme continued throughout our trip, don’t even think of 

dropping litter or chewing gum. Eating and drinking is strictly banned on all 

public transport and in most public areas. 

 We arrived at our hotel, not late but after dark, when the local area 

seemed to be coming alive, so, after briefly unpacking we ventured out into the 

side-streets to find a lively, busy and noisy crowd. Although there was a 

throng of people on the streets it all seemed friendly and in no sense 

threatening. Feeling hungry by this stage we sampled a street vendor’s kebabs 

which were delicious and finished up in a Japanese restaurant, where we ate 

small but beautifully presented plates with saki all for about £6. We were 

going to like cosmopolitan Hong Kong! 

 I had always thought of Hong Kong as one place, but it isn’t. 

Essentially what we call Hong Kong consists of the border with China on the 

Chinese mainland called the New Territories and south of there lies the highly 

populated Kowloon and its attendant tourist attractions. Across a shrinking 

channel (because of constant land reclamation) and one of the busiest 

waterways in the world, lies Hong Kong island, which we mostly associate 

with the term Hong Kong. Therein lies the commercial heart that drives the 

whole region. This is the home of the rich, the masters of banks such as HSBC 

(yes, the same as you know and love from just about every town in the land – 

Hong Kong and Shanghai Banking Corporation) and business around the 

world. 
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 Around Hong Kong island there are some 260 smaller islands, some 

uninhabited, which form the remainder of Hong Kong. You may recall that 

HK was on a 99 year lease to the British government which expired in 1997, 

when the whole area was handed over to the Chinese government at a 

ceremony conducted just in front of the exhibition centre on HK island and 

attended by Prince Charles and (the now) Lord Patten. 

 HK rather throws your senses when you arrive. The road signs are in 

English. The street signs are in English. Different areas relect British names – 

Stanley, Aberdeen. But alongside there are the Chinese and cultural 

differences which tell you that this isn’t a warmer version of Leominster. 

People out early practising Tai Chi, restaurants laden with fresh crabs and 

lobsters spill out onto the streets and the air is frequently full of the incense 

from a local temple. No, it’s definitely not Leominster. 

 Land is in short supply which has encouraged high development for 

both offices and living as the picture shows; sentimentality is in short supply 

so, apart from temples and a few classic colonial buildings, everything is 

relatively new. The main shopping areas on Hong Kong island, Central and 

Causeway Bay, are amazing creations in chrome and marble featuring all the 

latest brands and at prices that only the Beckhams could afford – the reputation 

for cheapness is not entirely well-founded unless you know where to go. 

 The public transport system is a model for all, a fully integrated 

system so you hop off a ferry and hop on a bus, or onto the wonderful MTR 

(Mass Transport Railway) which whisks you from island to island and place to 

place in minutes in clean, air-conditioned carriages. We never had to wait for 

more than a couple of minutes for a connection – and you do it all on an 

Octopus card. Simply buy a credit card sized card for about £10 and you wave 

it over a scanner when you get on a tram, bus, MTR or whatever. Your journey 

cost is deducted automatically and you can check your balance and top up as 

necessary with no hassle, brilliant! The cards also work in some shops and 

other outlets. 

 We spent most of our time on HK island, but got around a bit to other 

islands, including Lamma where we shared a BBQ with Eardisland Councillor 

Greta Pennington and her family, who teach in the area, and also to Lantau 

which is home to the new airport but which is also interesting in its own right. 

 All in all this was a really memorable holiday with many interesting 

and varied elements. My abiding memory? Well it has to be the friendly and 

accommodating nature of the Hong Kong people; you can have lots of fine 

buildings but they are nothing without considerate people. 

 Please make contact if you are going. 

Chris Bivand 
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WHO’S WHO? - EARDISLAND 2008 

 
Organisation Contact Address Telephone 

Bowling Club  Pat Roche 5 Green Elms 01544 388492 

Chess Group Peter Glenn Bridgend, Eardisland 01544 388364 

Church:  Vicar Nigella Tyson The Rectory, 

Kingsland, 

Leominster, HR6 

9QW 

01568 708255 

Church 

Wardens 

Serena Askew The Granary 01544 388637 

 Jim Collins Hardwick House 01544 388308 

Deputy 

Warden 

Dian Cope Downome 01544 388317 

PCC Secretary Lotty James Glan Arrow 01544 388207 

Cricket Club Claire Price Lime Cottage 01544 388309 

Eardisland 

Community 

Millennium 

Fund 

Barry Freeman Holmlea, Church 

Lane 

01544 388226 

Eardisland 

Dovecote Trust 

Barry Freeman Holmlea, Church 

Lane 

01544 388226 

Eardisland 

Twinning 

Association 

Ruth Brinton-

Bivand 

Arrow Bank 01544 388375 

Eardisland 

Village Band 

Ruth Brinton-

Bivand 

Arrow Bank 

Eardisland 

01544 388375 

Herefordshire 

County 

Council 

John Goodwin Delfryn, Eardisley 01544 327086 

01544 327112 

Eardisland 

History and 

Heritage 

Society 

Chris Wolland 12 St Mary’s Walk 01544 388981 

Herefordshire 

Times 

Correspondent 

Diane Wolland 12 St Mary’s Walk 01544 388981 

Neighbourhoo

d Watch 

Co-ordinator 

Keith Mitchell Arrow Lea 

Eardisland 

01544 388605 

 Gerry Corfield  Broom Lane 01544 388575 

 Graham 

Simpson 

Lyme Lane 01544 388641 
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 Paul Selfe Lower Burton 01544 388571 

 Chris Wolland St. Mary’s Walk 01544 388981 

 Ian Watson The Old Post Office 01544 388693 

 Ben Woodcock 2 Orchard Cottages 01544 388976 

Parish Council 

Chair 

Serena Askew The Granary 

Eardisland 

01544 388637 

Clerk Andrea Armour 20 Oaker View, 

Leominster 

HR6 8SG 

01568 613729 

andrea@armour 

wanadoo.co.uk 

Parish 

Magazine 

Chris Bivand Arrow Bank 01544 388375 

Advertsing James Cannell Stanhope, Dilwyn 01544 388374 

cannell180@btinternet.

com 

Police PC Sharon 

Wilson 

Kington Police 

Station 

07970 602344 

Community 

Support 

Officer 

Donna Jones Kington Police 

Station 

07970 602340 

Village Hall Jill Richards The Bungalow 01544 388323 

Whittington 

Trust 

Peter 

Davenport 

Hinton Manor 01544 388234 

W.I. Mavis Tantrum Black Barns 01544-387972 

 

Please let the Editor know if there are errors or omissions. 

 

 

 

HELP AVAILABLE TO ALL COMMUNITY & VOLUNTARY GROUPS 

 

My name is Hannah Bartlett - I am a Community Development Worker in 

north Herefordshire and am here to help your group.  I offer free help and 

advice to all community and voluntary groups, whether they’re just getting 

started or have been going for years.  I can offer guidance on constitutions, 

find potential funders and help with community consultation among other 

things.  I will happily visit you and your group where you are or you can visit 

me in Hereford, whichever is more convenient.  For more information or a 

chat about how I could help your group, please email me at 

hannah@herefordshireva.org or phone me on 01432 343932. 

 
 

mailto:andrea@armour
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GOODBYE 2007 ....... HELLO 2008 : THE ANNUAL REVIEW 

 

It is a measure of the hard work and enthusiasm of many people in our small 

community that each year that passes can accurately be described as a 

memorable year. In the case of 2007, it was also an historic year, its place in 

the long history of Eardisland being assured on Saturday 23
rd

 June when Ruth 

Brinton-Bivand and Michel Dessarthe performed the Official Signing of the 

Twinning Accord. It was a fitting climax to the focus, determination and 

diplomacy with which Ruth had driven the process forward for more than two 

years. 

 The weather also marked 2007 as a memorable year, giving us the 

summer that didn't happen. After a delightful April, the rain began to fall and 

seemed to just keep falling, day after day, culminating in unheard of flooding 

from 20-23 July. Despite this, four major occasions; Open Gardens, Twinning, 

the Village Show and Fun Day escaped relatively unaffected. Lucky or what? 

 

A Reminder of the Year's Events 

 

A Haggis Evening (27 Jan) started the year off in grand style, inspired and 

compered by Graham Simpson, appropriately and impeccably attired. This was 

a fundraiser for the Twinning Association, as was a Quiz (27 Apr). A further 

Quiz (19 Mar) organized by the Millennium Fund raised finds for St. 

Michael's Hospice support group. The new church exhibition, Herefordshire: 

Vision and Verse by Kathleen Freeman opened on 4
th
 February. 

 With the summer carne a series of highly successful events : Open 

Gardens (16, 17 June); a return visit by 25 guests from La Vieille Lyre for the 

Twinning weekend (22 - 24 June); The Village Show and Village Fun Day 

(both 14 July) and the Annual Duck Races (26 Aug). The Fun Day was an 

innovation, organized by Margaret and Phil Milchard, highly popular and 

hopefully the start of what will become an annual event. 

 The autumn saw another series of well-attended events, largely 

centered on the Village Hall. The annual Harvest Festival Service in the 

church was followed by Supper in the Village Hall (12 Oct); A Halloween 

Party (27 Oct); a Village Band and Friends Evening (10 Nov); a Lunch (18 

Nov) and a W. I. Coffee Morning (1 Dec) both for the Charles Renton Unit; a 

Quiz (4 Dec) for Village Show funds and the Annual Christmas Dinner (8 

Dec). A Popular Flower Arranging Course ran through 5 weeks (Nov - Dec) 

 Prominent in the work involved in all these events were, as always, 

Serena Askew, Jill Richards and Esther Simpson with a large band of helpers. 

 This was also a year in which we saw the start of a new Parish 

Council. With exactly the right number of candidates for the seven seats, there 



 23 

was no need for the expense of an election, an ideal combination of democracy 

and economy! A new clerk, Andrea Armour was appointed who has quickly 

impressed with her efficiency and enthusiasm. 

 Similar efficiency and enthusiasm from Derek Wareham gained 

Eardisland an Outstanding Neighbourhood award from Heart of England in 

Bloom, which included a cash award. 

The Weekly Column in the Hereford Times - Diane Wolland has continued to 

ensure that Eardisland events, activities and achievements are recorded 

prominently. This has the very valuable dual function of publishing local news 

to a countywide readership and providing considerable funds for St. Michael's 

Hospice to whom Diane donates all her journalistic fees. This weekly column 

is the ideal complement to the Parish Magazine which Chris Bivand so ably 

and effectively edits throughout six editions every year. 

The International Birds of Prey Centre - Jemima Parry- Jones gave a 

presentation of her plans to a large audience in the Village Hall (19 Nov) and 

we look forward to seeing this ambitious project develop in the coming 

months. 

Looking Ahead to the Coming Year - Please see the enclosed copy of the 

Welcome to Eardisland leaflet for the dates of the main events. Other events 

will of course unfold as various organizations progress their plans. 

 

SO IT'S GOODBYE FROM 2007 AND HELLO TO 2008 

 

Barry Freeman 

 

EARDISLAND COMMUNITY MILLENNIUM FUND ANNUAL REPORT 

FOR 2007 

 

ECMF paid out £3200 in 2007, following the principles established at the first 

meeting in January 1996 i.e. to support as far as resources allow all 

organizations, activities and events that promote and enrich community life in 

Eardisland. 

 Support takes various forms; including direct payments of expenses, 

subsidies, underwriting expenses, purchases of equipment and publicity. The 

range of benefits can be appreciated from the following list. 

 

Events and Organizations Supported: Hospice Quiz, Open Gardens Weekend, 

Village Show, Village Fun Day, Duck Races, Village Band, Dovecote displays 

and Eardisland in Bloom. 
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Work Paid For: Resiting and refurbishment of Welcome to Eardisland 

information board. Renovation of Eardisland Events Board, New plaques for 

W.I. rosebed, AA box and flagpole. 

Publicity: Events flyers and posters. Advertising in Hereford Times, Journal 

Admag and W. I. Newsletters for Herefordshire, Shropshire and Powys. 

ECMF also organizes the Welcome to Eardisland leaflet, which is paid for by 

local businesses, the PCC and the Dovecote trust. 

 The publicity advertises events, which generate essential revenue for 

our three public buildings: the church, village hall and dovecote. It also 

publicises events such as the Village Show and the Village fun Day 

 

Looking Ahead to 2008 and Beyond 

Previous reports have recorded successes in obtaining grants from a wide 

range of sources: over £160,000 since 1996. Experience in 2007 has shown 

that the situation is becoming increasingly difficult for a rural community like 

ours. The factors operating against us include: increasing numbers of 

applications for grants from lottery based funds; more funds being earmarked 

for the Olympic Games (final bill £20 billion plus?) and more focusing on 

areas of urban deprivation. By comparison with an apparently increasing 

number of areas, Eardisland looks like a rural paradise. While some projects 

we put forward may tick the right boxes, it looks as if we shall be forced to 

rely increasingly on our own fundraising resources. 

 On a much more optimistic and positive note, it is pleasing to record 

that the Village Show made a surplus for the third year in succession and an 

independent organizing committee has now been formed. ECMF has passed 

over the accumulated surpluses to start off the finances. The Village Fun Day 

was a great success in its first year and also recorded a healthy surplus to 

underwrite this year's event. 

 

Acknowledgements 

 

Finally it is a pleasure to acknowledge the continuing financial and moral 

support of Eardisland Parish Council and the wise counsel of ECMF 

committee members. I always end these reports by mentioning specifically 

Derek Wareham who keeps meticulous control of our complex finances. 

 

Barry Freeman, Chairman 
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EARDISLAND DOVECOTE TRUST ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2007 

 

During 2007 the Dovecote has continued to attract and interest visitors, 

including a group evening visit during Open Gardens weekend and two other 

groups. Particularly memorable was a large group of seasonal workers from 

eastern Europe, with interpreters operating in three languages (Polish, 

Bulgarian and Russian, I think) 

 Poor weather during much of the main holiday season inevitably 

affected visitor numbers but there have been many pages of enthusiastic 

entries in the visitor book. The dovecote was in fact flooded to a depth of 

about two inches but without any apparent adverse affect. This was the first 

time since it opened to the public 7 years ago. 

 Derek Wareham has undertaken a number of minor repairs and 

improvements, Richard Harper cleared the ivy and weeded the surrounds and 

car park, Tom Watkins has kept the grass mown via the Parish Council and, 

despite having moved from the village, John and Jenny Gittoes have continued 

to maintain the garden round the AA box. 

 The dovecote is Eardisland's most prominent secular building. It was a 

derelict eyesore in the centre of the village for the whole of the twentieth 

century. It is now enjoying a new lease of life as a local heritage centre, 

admired and enjoyed by visitors throughout the year. 

Barry Freeman. Secretary/Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pip Clark 
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FLOWER FESTIVAL 2008 

 

I am organizing a Flower Festival on 24 - 26
th
 May 2008 (Bank Holiday 

weekend). The theme will be "OUR BEAUTIFUL SKIES". On Thursday 

13
th
 March at 2.30p.m. I will be in the Church to discuss arrangements for 

flower exhibits, so if you would like to be part of the team, please do join 

me. Staging day will be Thursday 22
nd

 May, 9am – 5pm. If any one would 

like to sponsor or part sponsor an exhibit I would welcome your 

contribution. 

 On Friday 23
rd

 May there will be a Preview in the Church at 6.30 

p.m. with a glass of wine and nibbles and then on to the Village Hall for a 

Floral Demonstration by Elizabeth Matheson (a NAFAS Demonstrator and 

Teacher) from Swindon. All her work on the night will then be raffled and 

some lucky people will be able to take prizes home. 

 This latter occasion is not for the ladies only - men will be most 

welcome - come and see what can be done and enjoy. 

 

Tickets £7.00 available from: The Tea Rooms, Eardisland 

    Esther Simpson - 01544 388641 

 
EARDISLAND FUN DAY 

 

Saturday 12
th

 July ‘08 

 

Following the success of last year’s event and the tremendous support it 

received from the village, we have decided to continue the Fun Day into a 

second year. This year it will be held on Saturday 12
th
 July, between 1pm and 

4.30pm.  

 Planned arena events will include the tug-o-war and fun dog show, 

with others events being added to the programme at a later date. Craft and 

charity stalls will run alongside games for both adults and children alike. As an 

added attraction, we have been promised an extra special event, which we are 

sure will delight young and old alike, but more about that nearer the time!  

Like last year, entrance is free and any profit raised will be returned to the 

Eardisland Millennium Fund, which has kindly offered to once more 

underwrite the cost of Public Liability Insurance.  

 Ideas as to what you would like to see and do to make the day more 

enjoyable for everyone are welcomed, as are offers of help in any way, no 

matter how small, should contact Margaret on 01544 388097 
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EARDISLAND HISTORY AND HERITAGE SOCIETY - EH&HS 

 

The New Year having at last arrived we are now planning our activities for 

2008.  In archaeology there are several possible projects to consider alongside 

our ongoing work on the mound at Burton Court. 

One is at Lower Burton where we are again indebted to the valuable aerial 

photographs owned by Herefordshire Archaeology.  These show a field with 

signs of man-made features including possible domestic buildings.  We have 

thought for some time that there is the likelihood of a deserted settlement of 

some kind in this part of the parish and with the permission of the owner of the 

land this may be a promising site for future investigation. 

Our next meeting is on Monday 28
th
 January in the Cross Inn at 7.30pm.  Paul 

Selfe will be bringing some of his oral history tapes, and explaining the 

background to them.  This follows a suggestion at a recent meeting that it may 

now be useful to revisit some of the rich oral history evidence which we have 

in the parish and consider what fresh uses could be made of it. 

It is always pleasing to have our publications noticed nationally, and recently a 

review of our two most recent books appeared in the Journal of the British 

Association for Local History: ‘The Local Historian’. 

The two books reviewed were ‘Eardisland, Portrait of a Parish’ and ‘A Case 

Study of Burton Court in the Parish of Eardisland’ and the review is 

reproduced below: 

 
“The books from Eardisland are the work of an enthusiastic oral history group. 
Portrait of a Village begins with a dozen pages about the archaeology, history 
and present-day activities of Eardisland, followed by chapters analysing eight 
sectors of the parish. There are more than 300 photographs, some of them 
archive pictures of village activities. The modern shots include houses of the 
late twentieth century as well as the historic timberframed buildings for which 
that part of Herefordshire is celebrated. The text draws on documentary 
research as well as reminiscence, and provides a comprehensive picture of 
parts of the parish that will be of interest to anyone interested in patterns of 
change in rural England. It is to be hoped that the group will complete their 
work by publishing a parallel study of the other sectors of the parish. The 
study of Burton Court is primarily a record of excavations and other research 
into an estate whose centre is a house of Regency and Victorian build, which 
incorporates a few much older elements. The study was carried out, with 
professional assistance, by the Eardisland Archaeological Projects Group 
formed in 1999. The work produced a range of important finds and findings, a 
Bronze Age dirk, a Norman gaming counter and important new information on 
the house and gardens. The book includes a copious photographic record of the 
estate, and the manorial history of the estate and others in the area is 
competently related by George Alderson. Chris Wolland contributes a chapter 
on the social history of Eardisland between 1750 and 1900, which sets 
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information revealed by oral history research in the context of discussions of 
commons, customs and enclosures by such historians as E.P. Thompson and 
J.D. Chambers. Some of the oral evidence is of great interest but the 
discussion of farm service could have been strengthened by analysis of census 
returns. The Eardisland publications are attractively produced, and have an 
obvious popular appeal, but they contain material that will appeal to historians 
well beyond the bounds of Herefordshire.” Barrie Trinder 

Chris Wolland, Chairman 

 

EARDISLAND CHARITIES 

 

There have been many charities in Eardisland, some of which are mentioned in 

the chapter on Eardisland in Norman Reeve’s book, The Leon Valley. He 

refers to Froysell’s Charity, dating from 1730 (distributed to the poor in 

bread); Marlow’s Charity dating from 1773 also distributed in loaves and 

Leinthall’s Charity (based on a bequest of £1. 4 shillings) also dating from the 

16
th
 century. The bequest of William Whittington, of Street Court, who left a 

sum for the building of the Grammar School (Bridge Cottage) in his will of 

1607, continues to benefit the young members of the parish to assist them to 

purchase items required in their further education. But there was a more recent 

bequest made by Samuel Blackmore, a Tea Planter in Ceylon, who lived in 

Arrow Lawn, and who died in 1930. Under the terms of his will he bequeathed 

“to the vicar in the parish of Eardisland, the sum of £200 (free of all duties) 

upon trust, to invest and distribute yearly income thereof at his discretion 

amongst such poor inhabitants of the parish as he shall select…” It seems that 

this sum of £200 was duly invested and produced an annual income of £9 

10shillings and 4pence. The dividends were paid quarterly to Lloyds Bank, 

Leominster for the credit of Eardisland Parochial Account. One wonders when 

(and if) the charity was wound up or whether perhaps there has accumulated a 

useful sum in Lloyds Bank that might still be available for local distribution? 

 

FAMILY RESEARCH: HELP NEEDED 
 

A letter has been received from Ms Rosemary Martin of Sidmouth asking for 

help in connection with her family history research. Ms Martin first contacted 

us several years ago with information about a family member named Yeld. She 

had many important papers relating to him and it transpired that he was born in 

Twyford in the mid 19
th
 C and went to The Hereford Cathedral School. By 

strange coincidence he became a schoolmaster in the school in York later 

attended by a member of the History Group. Mr Yeld became an eminent 

mountaineer and wrote many books on the subject and was the editor of the 

Alpine Journal. He is mentioned in several mountaineering books as someone 
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who discovered new routes to summits especially in the Alps. Other family 

members lived in Arrow Bank at the turn of the 20
th
 century. He played cricket 

for the Burton Court Club and his name appears in the scorebook for the 

1870s. These papers provided by Ms Martin are now lodged in the Hereford 

Record Office where they can be examined.  

 Ms Martin has now uncovered another connection with a family 

named Proctor who lived at Broom Farm, Broom Lane (and later at Orleton) in 

the late 19
th
 century. She has located a possible connection with a family 

currently living in Orleton and hopes to progress with this line of investigation. 

Letters written by members of the Proctor family are also in the Record Office 

in Hereford. If any one has any information that may be of assistance to her 

please contact any member of the History Group and it will be passed on to Ms 

Martin. She hopes to re-visit Eardisland later in the year. 

Paul Selfe 

RAIN IN 2007 
 

I need hardly tell anyone that 2007 was a very wet year. Six 

of the first seven months had way above average rainfall (the 

exception was April). This followed on a wet autumn in 

2006. The twelve months from 1
st
 August 2006 to 31

st
 July 

2007 gave a total of 1189mm (46½ ins.). Luckily then a let-

up: August had only 26mm, September 27mm and October 

43.7mm. November was near the top end of its normal range with 69.1mm but 

then the rains returned in December (119.1mm). The total rainfall for 2007 

was 1057.6mm – more than 60% above our average annual rainfall. As I write 

(10
th
 January) 2008 has begun with the wet theme (and as I type it, it certainly 

continues! Ed.). 

 2007 was wet over the whole country: the three months May to June 

were the wettest since 1789 with 389mm of rain (average for England and 

Wales). Eardisland was above this national average with 488mm. Across the 

whole country June was the wettest since 1914 with 136mm (Eardisland 

212mm. Although wet, 2007 was the second warmest year ever recorded. The 

warmest was 2006! In spite of this above average mean temperature we did 

have two falls of snow – more than most recent years. The deeper was between 

8
th
 and 10

th
 February and took several days to thaw. There was a lighter fall on 

the night of November 18
th
/19

th
. It nearly all melted next day. 

Peter Glenn 

 
Over: A frozen River Arrow, 1963, facing west along Broome Lane. Children are 

Mandy Vernon (nee Griffiths) and brothers Martin and Lyn (Mike). So, we did have 

cold weather once! (Courtesy of Hugh and Mandy Vernon)
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From the archive, Eardisland Parish News 
 

 

Eardisland News Jan 1872: 

 

Night School every Wednesday and Friday starting at 6pm 

Jan 8th Clothing Club payments. Schools reopen. 

Jan 11th George Yeld Esq {jun) will kindly give Readings from 

Tennyson, Keats and Shelly with a short address in the Boys' 

Schoolroom; admission one penny or as much more as you please. 

Jan 12th Choir practice 7.30 begins (every Friday). 

 

The School building: Subscriptions promised 

John Harding Esq. £50 

John Clowes Esq. Land for new offices, approaches and additional 

playground, timber for fencing £20 

L.Lambe Esq. £10 

The Vicar £5 

The Rev RH.Davies £5 

Mr Connop, Buckfield £2.10 

Mr Coleman Eaton Hall £ 1.00 

 

Baptism Nov 30th Crina Parry 

In Eardisland during the year 1871 there were 

Baptisms 20; Marriages 6; Burials 14. 

 

Some of the interesting things to note from these details are the 

reference to "the boys Schoolroom" and that schools reopened 

(indicating that at that time girls were educated separately); there are 

interesting social distinctions indicated by the use of Esq and Mr 

which also relate to the amounts donated. These and the grant of land 

from Mr Clowes enabled the school to be extended in about 1874. 

Mr Harding was a generous benefactor and we wonder who he was. 

It is also interesting to, speculate as to whether Mr Connop was the 

author of Connop's Goodbye, who had lived at Grove Farm? There 

was obviously a thriving choir and sufficient support to run two 

Night Schools during the week. 

 

Oral History Group
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STUART HURDS 

 

Oil Fired Heating Engineer & 

Plumbing 

Commissioning, Servicing & Repairs 

Installations 

Aga -Rayburn - Stoves & 

Central Heating Boilers 

Tel: 0 1544318809 

Mobile: 07773010444 

  
 

Stuart and Jan 

offer you a warm welcome to 

The Kings House 

Pembridge 

Telephone 01544 388029 

New Look 

New Menu 

www.kingshouseinn.co.uk 

Booking is advisable 
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Feet 
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chrisbivand@bivand.freeserve.co.uk 

www.arrowbankbandb.co.uk 

 
Arrow Bank 

Bed and Breakfast 
 

Eardisland, Leominster 
HR6 9BT 

 
01544 – 388375 

 
 

Quality accommodation in 
en-suite rooms at reasonable 

prices 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C A Marsden 
 

Traditional and Modern Upholstery 

 
Upholstery : Loose Covers : Chair Caning 

 
Repairs and Refurbishment : Upholstery Supplies 

 

Tel: 01544 388868  Mob: 07989 692472 

 

Email: cmarsden@freeuk.com 

mailto:chrisbivand@bivand.freeserve.co.uk
mailto:cmarsden@freeuk.com
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                   Pest control 
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WORD GAME - POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS 
 

You had to take the word and construct a sentence using it with different 

meanings and, to make it harder, with the number of words indicated. Possible 

answers are: 

 

1. produce (7) 

 The farm was used to produce produce. 

2. refuse (12) 

 The dump was so full that it had to refuse more refuse. 

3. polish (6) 

 We should polish the Polish furniture. 

4. present (use three times in 17 words) 

 Since there is no time like the present, he thought it was time to 

 present the present. 

5. bass (11) 

 A bass was painted on the face of the bass drum. 

6. object (7) 

 I did not object to the object. 

7. row (11) 

 There was a row amongst the oarsman about how to row. 

8. close (10) 

 They were too close to the door to close it. 

9. sow (11) 

 To help with planting, the farmer taught the sow to sow. 

10. subject (11) 

 I had to subject the subject to a series of tests. 

 

 

TEASER 
 

Where does this dreadful piece of verse come from? 

 

Lord grant that Marshal Wade 

May by thy mighty aid 

Victory bring. 

May he sedition hush, 

And like a torrent rush, 

Rebellious Scots to crush. 

*** **** *** ***** (* refers to letters)  
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                                                                  Eckanite 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTACT THE EDITOR  

 

Please forward your magazine copy, in any form, to: 

 

Chris Bivand, Arrow Bank, Eardisland, Leominster, HR6 9BT   

 

:  01544 – 388375 (answer phone available) 

e - mail: chrisbivand@bivand.freeserve.co.uk 
 

ADERTISING MANAGER 

 

James Cannell, Stanhope, Dilwyn, HR4 8JH 

 

:  01544 – 388374 

e - mail: cannell180@btinternet.com 
 

This edition of the Eardisland Parish Magazine was printed by 

Oldlands Press courtesy of Andrew Rixon 

 

The copy date for the next edition of the Eardisland Parish Magazine is: 

 

 

  FRIDAY, 7TH MARCH 2008 
 

 

Published by Eardisland Parochial Church Council.  Views expressed are those of 

individual contributors and not necessarily those of Eardisland PCC. 

mailto:chrisbivand@bivand.freeserve.co.uk
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Sunday 2 March – Lent 4, Mothering Sunday 

9.30 am Family Eucharist CW Eardisland 

11.00 am Family Eucharist CW Kingsland 

11.00 am Family Eucharist CW Aymestrey 

(No evening service at Kingsland) 

   

Sunday 9 March – Passion Sunday 

8.00 am Holy Eucharist BCP  Kingsland 

9.30 am Matins BCP Eardisland 

9.30 am Holy Eucharist CW Aymestrey 

11.00 am Sung Eucharist CW Kingsland 

   

Sunday 16 March – Palm Sunday 

9.30 am Procession of Palms & Holy 

Eucharist BCP 

Eardisland 

11.00 am Procession of Palms & Sung 

Eucharist BCP 

Kingsland 

3.30 pm Holy Eucharist  Leinthall Earles 

6.30 pm Stainer’s Crucifixion Kingsland 

   

Maundy Thursday, 20 March 

7.30 pm Sung Eucharist, Thanksgiving for 

the Institution of the Eucharist & 

stripping of altars  

Kingsland 

   

Good Friday, 21 March 

9.00 am Liturgy of the Cross Aymestrey 

10.30 am Liturgy of the Cross Kingsland 

12 noon to 1.00 pm Meditation at the Cross Eardisland 

12 noon to 2.00 pm Silent Vigil Kingsland 

2.00 pm to 3.00 pm Led Meditation Kingsland 

   

Sunday 23 March – Easter Day 

8.00 am Holy Eucharist BCP  Kingsland 

9.30 am Family Eucharist CW Eardisland 

11.00 am Family Eucharist CW  Kingsland 

11.00 am Family Eucharist  Aymestrey 

3.30 pm Family Eucharist Leinthall Earles 

 
And at 10.00 am each Thursday at Kingsland : Holy Eucharist BCP (said) 
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Eardisland Village Fun Day 

 


