THE EARDISLAND PARISH MAGAZINE
SEPTEMBER 2009
ISSUE 115

Farewell to Nigella and John Tyson

CHURCH SERVICES THROUGHOUT THE BENEFICE
Sunday 20 September – 15 after Trinity
9.30 am Holy Eucharist CW
including WI celebration
11.00 am Sung Eucharist BCP
3.30 pm Harvest Songs of Praise
6.30 pm Choral Evensong BCP
Friday 25 September
6.30 pm Harvest Songs of Praise
followed (approx 8.00pm) by
Harvest Supper in Village Hall
Sunday 27 September – Michael and All Angels
8.00 am Holy Eucharist BCP
11.00 am BENEFICE SUNG
EUCHARIST – Nigella’s final
service

Eardisland
Kingsland
Leinthall Earles
Kingsland

Eardisland

Kingsland
Kingsland

Following the retirement of the Reverend Nigella Tyson, during the
interregnum, it is hoped to follow the normal pattern of services at St Mary's
Church. These will be:
1st Sunday in month :
2nd Sunday in month:
3rd Sunday in month:
4th Sunday in month:

Holy Communion led by a visiting priest
Matins led by a church member
Holy Communion led by Rev Michael Denny
Holy Communion led by a visiting priest

Arrangements for a 5th Sunday have yet to be decided.
Sunday November 8th is the annual Remembrance Sunday service.
In December there will be no service on the morning of 20th as the Carol
Service will be at 6.30p.m.
Parishioners are asked to check the church notice boards in the church porch,
the lych-gate or the notice board next to Adlan House for up to date service
details.

2

In this issue:
Church Services
Index & Editorial
Dates & Diary
WI & Poppy Appeal
Nigella’s Letter
Church Report
Bishop’s Bit
Art in Nature, h.Art
Village Shop
Local Notices
Band & Jumping
Lawton Cross
Fun Day
Hospice
Parish Council

2
3
5
5
6
8
9
11
14
15
16
17
17
18
19

Village Hall
Neighbourhood Watch
Ceilidh
Who’s Who?
Village Organisations
Blooming Eardisland
ECMF
Village Show
Hereford Food Festival
Walkers
Nostalgic Trip
Mill House
Weather
Butterflies
Housing Consultation
Contacts

20
20
23
24
25
27
29
30
31
32
32
39
40
41
43
46

EDITORIAL
It was with genuine sadness that I
sent my usual ‘reminder’ email
about the copy date for this edition
to Nigella and John, the last ever.
Of course, when Nigella was
appointed Priest in Charge some
nine years’ ago, we didn’t just get
a priest, but a dedicated couple
who have devoted themselves to
the welfare of this and the other
parishes for which Nigella is
responsible. She was promoted to
Rector a few years later, as I
explained in the magazine at the
time.
Nigella quickly established
herself as a person passionate
about the role of the church in the
community, but also as a person

who regarded her duties to extend
over the whole parish whether
church-goers or not. Meanwhile,
John acted as the ‘backup’,
keeping a low profile, but clearly
fulfilling a vital function on the
organisational front.
I doubt that anybody who
has attended one of her services
could come away without a sense
of Nigella’s warm, welcoming and
self assured approach. Even the
gloom of a funeral could be lifted
by her wit and humour.
As far as I was concerned,
the contributions to the magazine
were invaluable, with John
emailing lists of services and
Nigella’s letters all ready to be
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inserted into the magazine
template, which certainly made my
life much easier than typing
everything. The first edition to
which Nigella contributed was
February 2001, so she and John
have contributed to no fewer than
53 continuous publications, and,
by coincidence, her first piece was
in the first edition that I edited. She
also contributed interesting articles
on the essentials of other religions.
Whilst Nigella suffered
some ill health towards the end of
her tenure she remained
irrepressibly cheerful. It was
always her intention to leave on
her 65th birthday, October 12, and
this she is doing, taking a couple of
weeks leave beforehand.
Nigella and John will
move to Stoke Prior for their wellearned retirement. I know that this
parish will miss her inclusive work
and good humour. I wish them
well.
Moving on, you may recall
that I have a cunning scheme to
save some time before Christmas.
Instead of giving cards to your
friends and neighbours in the
parish, just give me a message of
good wishes which I will print in
the next edition, which will be with
you around the beginning of
December. All I ask is that you
make a donation to a charity of
your choice – please let me know

which, but not the amount donated.
Please do this as soon as you can –
it’s fiddly job at my end. The copy
date is Friday, 13th November.
Of course, last month saw
the publication of the examination
results for GCSEs, various As and
others. Our young people did
especially well this year and
deserve to be applauded for their
hard work and success.
The suggested magazine
dates for 2010 have been lodged
with the Parish Council for
ratification. I will endeavour to
publish these in the next edition.
I was sad to learn that
Gloria Phillips died last February.
Gloria lived in the Mill House, her
son Lawrence, has written about
this elsewhere in this edition.
I also understand that
Claire Price has moved from the
village to be nearer to her brother.
Finally, it is with much
regret that I report the resignation
of the parish Clerk, Andrea
Millichap – I have got this right,
Andrea Armour, as was, married in
August. Congratulations on the
latter bit, Andrea. Over a couple of
years, Andrea has been efficient
and helpful not just in meetings but
with all the ancillary work that has
to be done, not least of all for the
reports for the magazine. There is
an advert for a new Clerk on page
19.
Chris Bivand

PS – H.Art at Riversdale was fabulous and a great credit to all those involved.
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EARDISLAND PARISH MAGAZINE DATES, 2009
Copy Date
Friday 13th November

Projected distribution date
Friday 4th December

Please note that the actual delivery dates depend upon a number of factors,
including the time to prepare copy, the printer’s commitments and the
distributors’ time. If you want to put material in the magazine, please think
ahead and add another week to the right-hand column to allow a safety margin.

EARDISLAND VILLAGE DIARY 2009
Thursday, 24th September
Friday, 25th September
Monday, 12th October
Tuesday, 27th October
Thursday, 29th October
Saturday, 31st October
Tuesday, 10th November
Saturday, 14th November
Tuesday, 24th November
Thursday, 26th November
Saturday, 5th December
Saturday, 12th December

Parish Council meeting, VH, 7.30pm
Harvest Festival, 6.30pm church, then supper VH
Eardisland Housing Consultation, see page 43
Bowling Club Quiz – see page 15
Parish Council meeting, VH, 7.30pm
Children’s Halloween Party – details later
Coffee morning for St Michael’s Hospice
Ceilidh & ploughmans, VH
Christmas Bingo, VH, 7.00 for 7.30pm
Parish Council meeting, VH, 7.30pm
WI Coffee morning – VH, from 10.30am
Christmas supper – details later

EARDISLAND WI
The WI will be holding a
Christmas Coffee Morning in the
Village Hall on Saturday, 5th
December from 10.30am to 12
noon. Stalls will include Bring and

Buy, Raffle, Books and Cakes and
more. In their 90th year the WI look
forward to welcoming as many
Eardisland residents as can come!

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION, POPPY APPEAL 2009
Just to let the Residents of the Parish of Eardisland know that there will be the
annual house-to-house collection in aid of the British Legion Poppy Appeal
starting at the end of October. All will know of the very real needs of service
personnel past and present and how important our support is to the Poppy
Appeal.
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THANKS
I would like to thank everyone for their kind thoughts, words and actions
following the sad loss of my sister, Valerie. It means a great deal to me to
know that there are people who care.
Valerie did not come first in the Prima Woman of Courage award, but
the lady who did is a true inspiration and worthy winner. Thank you once
again to everyone who voted.
Margaret Milchard
NIGELLA’S LETTER
Dear parishioner
I can hardly believe this is the last letter I
shall be writing to you as your Rector. I
am filled with many conflicting emotions:
some of relief, of course, that I shall have
a chance to rest and concentrate on our
seven grandchildren, but others of sadness
that I shall no longer have the privilege of
being part of your lives. I have enjoyed so
much of the job, which is of course not so
much a 'job' as a way of life, and a very
enjoyable one too. However I know that I
am reaching that age when I am no longer
functioning as efficiently as I was and it's
time to hand over to a younger
person more full of enthusiasm and
ideas.
I have tried during these
nine years to be very much
available to all of you. The Church
of England is the one Church it is
said that exists for those outside its
organisation as much as those
within. Everybody who lives
within the parish boundary is my
responsibility as we are not a

membership church. I really value
that and it is this inclusivity that
attracts me to the dear old Church
of England with all its failings.
And so I hope every one of you
has felt a part of my ministry and
most welcome in your church
whether you are of any faith or
none.
There have been changes
over the years. I still miss dear old
Philip and his help, support and
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inbuilt wisdom. The services have
changed and I think feel more
relevant to our lives, and that's
important. The old language of
1662 is beautiful, and I love it, but
our worship needs to reach out to
those who were not brought up
with Cranmer and who have not
had it interpreted for them. We
have a new hymn book which
contains the best of the old and
new hymns; we have a new
organist and how thankful we
ought to be to Annette for taking
on this role from Fred Harris. His
was a long and faithful service to
St Mary's but no one can go on for
ever. The bells still ring although,
sadly, no longer with local ringers.
Sue Threlfall took over from Leslie
Evans but we really could do with
some local ringers - why not see
Sue and give it a go? It is a very
healthy hobby and much cheaper
than a subscription to a gym!
I have always been
impressed with the way St Mary's
is cared for. The flower arrangers
and holy dusters do a great job and
the church feels loved when I
come into it. The churchyard too as
well tended and we now have a
splendid new plan which Brian
Thomasson has researched and
drawn.
One sadness for me is that
I have not managed to get the new
heating system installed before I
go. This would have made Sunday
worship much more comfortable
for you all and enabled a small

reordering so that old pipes and
radiators could make way for a
quiet sitting area and a chance for
visitors and parishioners alike to
light candles or just to sit and
think. The PCC launched an appeal
last year and I brought together
some people to advise the PCC on
how to raise the money needed. I
know many of you have given
generously to this appeal and may
be wondering why nothing has
happened. I can assure you that all
those funds are held by the PCC
under Bert Priday's watchful eyes
and these accounts were published
at the AGM. Anyone who would
like to see them can do so -- just
ask Bert Priday. We are applying
for various grants to bolster the
funds and it takes an endless
amount of time for the grant
administrators to make decisions
as to who will receive them. We
were not lucky last year, but will
reapply to English Heritage who
will report next Spring. The PCC
have made the decision to wait
until then before they begin the
installation of the heating.
My last Sunday Eucharist
at St Mary's will be on Sunday
20th September when we will also
give thanks for the Eardisland
branch of the WI. This year the WI
is 90 years old and your branch is
giving some flower stands to the
church to mark this anniversary.
We shall dedicate them at that
service. There is also a service of
Harvest Thanksgiving which is
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being arranged for me on Friday
25th September. My last service of
all in the Benefice will be at
11.00am on Sunday 27th
September at Kingsland. You have
plenty of chances to make one of
them, and it would give me great
pleasure to see you.
This is a rather long letter I apologise to the editor but I

wanted to say some things and this
is my last opportunity. I do wish
you all very well for the future and
thank you for the love and support
you have shown John and me over
the last nine years. May God bless
you all in everything you do, in
your personal relationships, and as
a parish together.
Nigella

CHURCH OF ST MARY THE VIRGIN
Appeal progress
This summer a great deal has
happened in respect of the Appeal.
The application to English
Heritage for a grant has been
accepted to proceed to the next
stage, and we hope to hear if this
has been successful by the end of
the year.
There can be no doubt as
to the desperate need for funds, as
those who have seen the state of
the narthex roof at the back of the
church will realise. There was a
plaster fall from the roof
necessitating the closure of that
part of the church for safety
reasons. At present we await
advice from the architect as to
what action we can take to remedy
this and make it safe for use.
There have been a number
of fund-raising events this summer
which have been well supported.
We had two Open Garden events,
at the beginning of August at
Hardwick, and on Bank Holiday

Monday with three large village
gardens open. We are very grateful
for the generosity of the garden
owners in offering their gardens.
Together with the monies raised
from the Strawberry Teas these
events raised £1200 for the
Appeal.
BBQ
The big event of the summer was
the BBQ at Hardwick on the 29th
August. In the splendid
surroundings of the gardens at
Hardwick House around one
hundred and eighty people came to
enjoy an excellent BBQ meal,
cooked by a team of chefs on four
barbecues and accompanied by a
selection of salads etc, followed by
very popular and delicious
puddings and cheese. Music,
skittles and a firework finale all
went towards providing a most
enjoyable event, which raised over
£2,200 for the Appeal. The
organizers worked very hard to
ensure everything went so well,
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and our thanks are due to them and
to those who cooked, helped to
serve, ran the bar and draw, and to
Mr and Mrs Collins for the use of
their garden.
Reverend Nigella Tyson
The much deserved retirement of
Nigella is imminent and her last
service here will be the Harvest
Festival on 25th September. We
hope many will be able to come to
wish both Nigella and John well
and to thank them for the
enormous amount they have both
put into their ministry among us
for the last nine years.
Future arrangements
The process of finding a new vicar
has now been set up by the
Archdeacon and the timetable he
has produced aims to fill the
vacancy in six months. The first
part of this is the Consultation
Meeting for the whole benefice on
Saturday 19th September. This will
take place here in our Village Hall
at 9.30a.m. and is for everyone, not
just the PCC’s, so please come if
you can and you receive this

magazine in time. This meeting
will help to put together a picture
of our parishes and benefice for
applicants to see. It also gives us
the opportunity to identify what we
need for the parishes in a future
vicar.
Temporary Arrangements
During the interregnum, when we
have no priest of our own, we hope
to continue with the current pattern
of worship here, aided by visiting
priests. In the event of anyone
requiring a priest, or any other
information or support from the
church, please contact either of the
churchwardens who will make the
necessary arrangements. Our
details are in the church porch but
are :Serena Askew – Tel:01544
388637/ Alister Hoda - Tel: 01544
388131
We send our love and thanks to
Nigella for all she has done for us
in the last nine years and ask your
prayers for the future of our
parishes.
Serena Askew

LETTER FROM THE BISHOP OF HEREFORD
The holidays are over and it is back to school and college for many. Perhaps
you were able to go away, or may be you’ve had a holiday at home, or may be
you still have a holiday to which to look forward. “The thing that I remember
especially”, someone said to me, “was sitting still for twenty minutes just
watching a flock of birds in a tree.”
On holiday, we give ourselves time (and permission?) to do things
differently. When we are less busy, we can value the “being” more than the
“doing”, the “looking” more than the “activity”, the enjoying and delight. So
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often what remains after a holiday is the memory of sitting still and other
experiences of being, rather than what we’ve done or achieved.
Our word “holiday” does of course come from “holy day”, when, in
the past, people only stopped work on the holy days of the Church year. The
meaning and derivation of the word “holiday” encourages us to give space,
delight, and enjoyment to things beyond ourselves, to make the connection
with our inner and spiritual needs. There is a proper blurring of sacred and
secular. They are not separate realms! God our Creator has left his print on all
that he has made. The book of Genesis tells us, “God saw everything that he
had made, and behold it was very good.” Holidays enable us to delight in that
goodness of creation.
As I write this, we are in the midst of hosting the Three Choirs
Festival in Hereford. So much of the music played during that week, like so
much of the music heard on Radio 3 and Classic FM, is “sacred”, written for
use in worship. Whether heard in that context or not, music is able to take us
closer into the presence of God.
Music, like the stillness and rest on holiday, enables us to be in touch
with the deeper parts of our own being, which also include the pains, worries,
hurts, cares and anxieties, as well as the delight and enjoyment. Like sacred
music, these have their truest place in worship and prayer, where they can be
brought to God and laid before him. Holiday blurs with holy day, secular
blurs with sacred, and we are enriched to go into the new term, new school
year, and all that lies ahead.
+Anthony
And this from Anita Watkins, apparently seen in Canada (the sign that is) . . .
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ART IN NATURE EXHIBITION AT RIVERSDALE GARDENS

‘Flight’ by Jenny Pickford (foreground) and ‘Cubes’ by Border Oak
The Art in Nature exhibition was
inspired by Herefordshire
Council’s annual sponsored art
events week called ‘h.Art’.
Invitations were sent to many
artists and sculptors in the area for
them to take part in a sculpture and
art show in the barn and gardens.
Nearly all the exhibitors were from
the area or at least have some
connection with the county.
Over 25 artist and
sculptors participated in the
exhibition which is a very
respectable representation of the
arts community in Herefordshire.
The organisers were very pleased
to have the opportunity of

exhibiting the work of Walenty
Pytel, an internationally renowned
sculptor who specialises in birds
and beasts, and who lives and
works in Herefordshire. We have
two large pieces on loan, a pair of
dolphins and a humming bird.
There are also two small bird
sculptures on display in the barn
which are for sale.
Alexander James Hoda,
whose parents live at Arrow Lawn,
is also exhibiting a pair of
sculptured dogs, made from
concrete and resin. Alex has a
reputation as a contemporary
sculptor of the grotesque genre and
is rising rapidly in the art world –
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and the prices of his work
accordingly. His work is now in
several public and private
collections. His recent one man
exhibition in Sydney, Australia
generated huge interest and all his
pieces sold.
The other artists who took part in
the exhibition, although less wellknown on the international stage,
are certainly very accomplished
and very successful. Peter King,
who lives and works in
Leominster, makes the most
amazing metal work sculptures –
from exotic palm trees to huge
screens and abstract pieces, which
are beautifully executed and would
enhance anyone’s garden. There
are five or six examples of his
work on show.
Another sculptor whose
work is displayed are the creations
of Hereford based sculptress Jenny
Pickford. She designs, creates (and
carries!) huge pieces to exhibitions
and clients all over the country.
She has four major pieces on
display and it is worth coming to
the exhibition for these alone.
There is a sensitivity and strength
to all her work and her trade mark
signature is the beautiful use of
blown glass which is integrated
with every piece of metal sculpture
that she creates.
There is also the work of
several other sculptors on show,
including Dido Windham, Penny
Chantler and Margi James, who all
specialise in animals and the

human form. Also, Huw Morris
who makes beautiful garden
benches and furniture from oak.
There is also a display of
work of painters and
photographers. These included the
work of Jenny Taylor, from Ross,
Raphael Sagage from Hereford,
Mike Johnson from near Knighton
(who used to live in the village),
Sally Swingewood, whose parents
live in Eardisland, and Frances
Knight from Holland.
Photographers Jeremy
Bulmer (John Bulmer’s nephew)
and James MacRae also exhibited
a collection of abstracts, still lifes
and landscapes.
In addition to the sculptures and
paintings were two land artists who
executed three creations in the
grounds at Riversdale. Kate
Raggett from Longhope and
Justine Cook from Old Radnor
took the time and energy to create
some very innovation designs from
materials or features which they
found in landscape.
Finally, the organisers are grateful
to Boarder Oak who created an
abstract structure from oak
consisting of three cubes. It creates
a very striking feature in the
middle of the field beside the river.
The organisers would also
like to thank the all the artists and
also the following for their kind
co-operation and assistance in
helping to make this exhibition so
successful: Border Oak,
Kingsland, Burgoyne’s Marquees
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for supplying carpets and coir
matting for the barn, Leominster
Reclamation for supplying garden
statuary and ornaments, and The
Workhouse Studio Gallery,
Presteigne for supplying beautiful
Kilims and carpets which enhance

and decorate the barn so
beautifully.
To see pictures of the
exhibits and the Opening of the
exhibition please log on to the
www.riversdalegardens.co.uk
website.
James MacRae

‘Hope 1’ by Jenny Pickford
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EARDISLAND COMMUNITY SHOP - LATEST NEWS
Following the formation of the
Eardisland Community Shop
Association in June, the committee
has pressed ahead with seeking the
planning consent required and
applied to set up the legal
framework in order to operate a
community shop.
Initial advice from the
Planning Department was that we
would need Listed Building
Consent only and, after two
meetings at the Dovecote with the
Conservation Officer, a plan was
agreed for the alterations required
on the ground floor. The
application was registered on 17
June and consent granted on 12
August.
A condition of consent,
however, means that we now need
‘Change of Use’ consent also - and
this is going through the process.
Though we have had ‘‘apologies
for the confusion” with the initial
application, we have to follow the
process and the Planning Officer
has agreed to fast track the
application. The delay is
frustrating but we are one step
closer!
Given the receipt of Listed
Building Consent and assurances
from the Planning Officer that the
Change of Use application would
be supported, we have applied to
the Financial Services Authority to
register the Association as an
Independent Provident Society for

the benefit of the community and
expect to be registered by the end
of September. This is the legal
operating requirement.
Those members who have
already bought shares or made
loans will receive their official
share certificates and loan notes,
complete with the Association’s
FSA registered business name and
number, on completion of this
process.
The next stage is to apply
for the loans and grants available
for the regeneration of rural
communities such as Eardisland.
We have received great support,
advice and encouragement from
Herefordshire Council
Regeneration Directorate and the
Plunkett Foundation to date and
will be working closely with them
in securing the finance.
We are grateful to those
members of the community who
have already bought shares or
made loans to enable us to cover
the initial planning and legal costs.
Committee members will be
contacting other members of the
community who, through the
original questionnaire, indicated a
willingness to buy shares, make a
donation or give a loan, but have
not yet been able to do so.
Should you require
information about the project, wish
to volunteer or to make a financial
contribution please contact:
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Albert Sheffield email
asheffield265@btinternet.com

phone: 01544 388026

EARDISLAND BOWLING CLUB - QUIZ EVENING
Eardisland Bowling Club is
hosting a quiz evening in the
clubhouse on Tuesday 27th
October @ 7.30pm. Spaces are
limited, but are available for teams
of four at just £2 per person,

including a cheese board. Drinks
will be available at the bar, with
cider, lager and bitter available at
just £2 per pint. Please book in
advance with Phil Milchard on
388097.

EARDISLAND TWINNING ASSOCIATION - EXCHANGE WEEKEND
Although one or two volunteers
came forward following the appeal
in the last magazine, we are still
seeking a couple more hosts for the
Twinning Exchange Weekend,
Saturday 24th - Monday 26th
October. We are in the unusual
position of having several
youngsters, mostly boys, aged
about 15 years, who are travelling
with their parents or guardians,
amongst the travelling party. If you

are interested in hosting, can you
please contact me as soon as
possible.
An interesting and varied
programme of events has been put
in place, including a superb meal
with entertaining in a fabulous
setting and a visit to both Hereford
Cathedral, with a guided tour of
the Chained Library and the
Mappa Mundi and the Hereford
Food Festival.
Phil Milchard 388097

Asiantaeth yr Amgylchedd Cymru have been so pleased with the Flood Logger
on Arrow Lawn that they are shortly to install on our bank a permanent solar
powered one with automatic telephone link to central control in order to
provide warning of imminent inundation! This should be of some small help to
the village.
Beryl Hoda
Congratulations to Lisa Price who passed three G.C.S.Es with Science A*,
Biology A & Physics unit A* also to my granddaughter Briannie Price who
passed 10 G.C.S.Es at the same time.
Gill Richards
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EARDISLAND VILLAGE BAND
Eardisland Village Band is in the
early stages of planning a
Christmas programme of folkcarols for congregational singing.
The repertoire will comprise westgallery carols from the Thomas
Hardy family tunebooks, folk
carols from Shropshire arranged by
John Kirkpatrick, and
Herefordshire carols collected by
Mrs Leather from farms in the
N.Hfds villages.
Singers are needed, and
because most of the carols will be
unfamiliar there will be two or
three practice sessions - probably
monthly in September, October
and November. We will sing the

tunes in unison [although some
SATB parts are available], and the
singing will be congregational
rather than choral. No choral
experience needed, and definitely
no auditions!
We hope to perform the
carols in mid-December, in
Eardisland and possibly another
village, continuing the singing and
music in the pub afterwards.
To express interest in
joining the singing please contact
Andy and Ruth Davies, tel. 01568
720226,
andydavies10@hotmail.com or
speak to any member of the band.

JUMPING FOR JOY
You know the old adage ‘if at first
you don’t succeed, try, try and try
again’, well it’s not recommended
for parachute jumping! I hope
Margaret White (well known in
local WI circles) knows this, for on
Saturday 10th October she is to
jump from 12,000 feet in a tandem
sky dive at Hinton Airfield,
Northamptonshire – weather
permitting, of course.
This is all the more
remarkable because Margaret is in
her 90th year – no that’s not a
typing mistake, 90! The jump is to

raise funds in aid ‘Independent
Age’ and Almeley Quaker Meeting
Development Fund.
If you wish to contribute
you can send a cheque made out to
Margaret White at Downway,
Pembridge, Herefordshire, HR6
9HF.
I don’t write this with any
sense of envy for Margaret
whatsoever, other than the thought
of doing anything at the age of 90,
but one has to admit her shear
courage. I hope both the charities
and Margaret do well.
Ed.
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LAWTON CROSS – AGAIN
In my last editorial I mentioned the apparently high accident rate at Lawton
Cross. Shortly after the
magazine was published, yet
another occurred – a lorry
from the Hereford direction
pulled out into the side of the
car (left) travelling from
Leominster to Eardisland,
you can just about see the
shape of the lorry front
imprinted on the side of the
car. Thankfully, neither
driver nor passenger were
seriously hurt. I have
contacted the police to ask
for statistics about this junction, but have not yet received a reply.
Please remember that the police are unlikely to attend a road traffic
accident (RTA) unless there is personal injury. Therefore, if you are ever
involved in such an incident, it will be up to you to take all the details, and
take photos if you can. Of course, I’d never recommend reporting a severe
neck strain, for example.
And the lesson for all of us in and around the village is to take great
care at this and other local junctions; clearly, ‘right of way’ is not an
expression understood by some drivers.
Ed.
EARDISLAND VILLAGE FUN DAY UPDATE
After expenses were deducted from the this year’s Fun Day takings, profits
were split equally between the Eardisland Millennium Fund and Breakthrough
Breast Cancer. This amount was added to a sum of £26 donated at the sale of
art in the village hall and private donations, and a cheque for £400 has now
been sent to Breakthrough. Thank you to everyone who was generous enough
to donate.
As there has been no one come forward to offer to take over the reins
for next years’ Fun Day, I am repeating my appeal. After 3 years of running
the Fun Day, I feel that the time has come for me to pass on the reins to
someone who can bring in some new ideas. The Fun Day is now bigger than I
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ever expected it be and really needs more than one person to organise it. I am
more than happy to assist with next year and pass on everything that I have
now stored in my loft, including loads of kids prizes! If anyone feels that they
would like to take over, either on their own or as part of a team, please contact
me on 388097.
I think you will all agree that it would be a shame if there were no Fun
Day next year.
Margaret
KINGSLAND AND EARDISLAND HOSPICE FRIENDS
Thank you to all who supported the coffee morning held at the Tea Rooms on
3rd September. The weather stayed fine and there was a good turnout. So far
the total raised is about £425, with more donations to come. Many thanks to
Barry and Kathleen for providing the ideal venue.
The next event will be a pre-Christmas coffee morning at Willow
Cottage, Kingsland on Tuesday 10th November from 10.30am to 12 noon,
when you can buy a Christmas pudding, mincemeat and mince pies. If you
would like to order a Christmas pudding ring Bridget Eastaugh on 01568
708173 - at least two weeks before the 10th!
Beryl Hoda & Dorothy Brown
WORLD HOSPICE DAY GETS LOCAL
On Saturday 10th October, St Michael’s Hospice opens its doors to the public,
offering an informal open day with demonstrations and exhibitions that cover a
variety of aspects of Hospice care. These will include ‘M’ Technique massage
taster sessions, a Hospice information stand, and exhibits from other relevant
organisations. Tours of the Hospice will be available upon request and there
will also be refreshments to hand.
Drop in to your local Hospice on World Hospice Day between 11am and 3pm
and ask any questions about care, financial help, or even how you can become
a volunteer and support St Michael’s.
For more information contact Jean Fisher, Head of Education, on 01432
851000 or email info@st-michaels-hospice.org.uk.
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EARDISLAND PARISH COUNCIL
The Parish Website is an excellent opportunity for all clubs and organisations
to utilise and inform the parish of what you do, what fundraisers you have
coming up and to also let people know how those events have gone. Please
make use of this facility, a lot of hard work has gone into setting up the
website but it will need input from the Parish to keep it going.
The Parish Council would like to remind householders that hedges and
trees on their land should be cut back regularly to ensure the safety of both
pedestrians and road users. The Parish Council has a policy in place for
dealing with overgrown hedges and trees and will take appropriate action
following any reports of hedges or tress that require attention. Householders
are reminded that before carrying out any extensive tree work you should
ensure the appropriate permissions are sought.
Following the proposal to possibly have the litterbins in the village
removed in the autumn, the Parish Council would still like to hear your
thoughts and comments.
If you wish to add something to the agenda for future meetings please
contact the Clerk at least seven days prior to the next meeting. Minutes from
previous meetings are available in the Dovecote and on the website or direct
from the Parish Clerk.
Andrea Millichap
andrea@andreaarmour.wanadoo.co.uk  01568 613729
Parish Clerk
Parish Councillors
Serena Askew (Chair)
Greta Pennington
Graham Simpson
David Weir

Janet Maryan Hanson (Vice Chair)
Peter Davenport
Ruth Brinton-Bivand

Eardisland Parish Council has a vacancy for a part time Parish Clerk /
Responsible Finance Officer. Working mostly from home, approx. 5 hours per
week. This will include one monthly evening Parish Council meeting. E-mail
and computer access is essential. Training provided, salary scale may vary
with qualifications, expenses paid.
Apply: Mrs A Millichap (Parish Clerk) – 01568 613729
Applications to be returned by 28th September 2009
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VILLAGE HALL NEWS
The Village Hall is now
back in action after the
woodworm trouble. The
Floor has been re-varnished
and looks splendid.
Our annual Duck
Race attracted lots of
visitors and the weather
was kind, it was a great
success with over £400.00
raised for hall funds.
The bookings for
autumn are looking good; we will be holding our Christmas Bingo and Dinner
on the usual dates so watch out for posters.
We should know by the next publication of the parish news if we have
been successful in obtaining a grant to improve the toilets and install a Baby
Changing unit and a new shower. It looks like the next job will be redecorating
the main hall.
If you are thinking of booking the hall please do so as early as possible
as we have started taking bookings for 2010 already.
We hope to see you at some of fundraising events because if we don’t
have your support we will not be able to improve the hall.
Gill Richards
August 2009, Duck Master (Jolyon Gill) and Duck Starter (Derek Bray).
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
Neighbourhood Watch signs across the Parish
The last NW team meeting was
scheduled for Tuesday, 8th
September when the plans
proposed in the July issue of the
parish magazine were due to be
discussed and finalised. In between
times the team will have visited
those residents affected by the

proposals to obtain feedback as
well as considering the funding
implications. As this meeting is
scheduled after the deadline for
magazine submissions the
outcomes of the meeting will be
communicated in the next
magazine edition.
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Seasonal Crime Trends
1. Garage Theft
Sometime during the day in early July a garage was broken into at a property
in Monkland and numerous items were stolen including:
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.

An Ideal saddle with stirrups, girth and leathers
An English leather bridle for Cob
Zilco Tedman Duraweb carriage harness
Husqvarna chainsaw with 14” blade
Yamaha 125 off-road scrambling motorcycle

On 11th July a male in a white transit van using false registration plates was
caught and arrested by the police on the outskirts of Kington. A number of the
above stolen items were found in the back of the transit van and the male is
currently being detained at Her Majesty’s pleasure!
2. Shedding Light on Stolen Goods!
Police staff have become a regular sight at auctions and car boot sales in
Herefordshire, thanks to a high-powered UV lamp that can easily detect
marks on property, made by UV pens or liquids such as SmartWater. The
lamp, to which all officers in the Division will have access, shows marks
on property as a yellow light, indicating to the user that the property has
been marked in some way and may be stolen.
The portable lamp will be a great step forward in identifying possible
stolen property at car boots and auctions, where before, the police did not
have the capability to quickly scan large numbers of items for UV
markings when away from their stations.
Why not invest in a SmartWater kit for your own possessions at home!
3. Beware doorstep callers!
Water UK has forwarded a revised list of water companies and their
telephone numbers to enable householders to call to verify the identity of a
doorstep caller purporting to be from a water company.
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UK Water Industry 'Distraction Burglary' Initiative
Consumers are advised to use the following contact numbers to
check the identity of a 'water company' doorstep caller:
Company
Dwr Cymru (Welsh)
Severn Trent

Telephone number
0800 281141
0845 604 1655

Safe and Secure Campaign
West Mercia is a safe place to live and burglary figures continue to remain
low. In fact, less than one per cent of homes are burgled each year and the
local policing team is working hard to reduce this figure even further.
Most burglaries are carried out by opportunistic thieves and up to half are
committed by thieves who enter the house through an unlocked door or an
open window. West Mercia Police reminds us all to be vigilant and to follow a
few simple steps to significantly reduce the chances of homes being broken
into over the autumn months and while you may be away on holiday:

Ensure doors and windows are locked at all times.

Fit sturdy deadlocks (British Standard BS3621) to all external
doors

Use timer switches to turn lights on in the evenings while you
are out

Ensure newspapers, post, milk, and other planned deliveries are
not left on display

Ask a friend or neighbour to keep an eye on your home while
you are away
 Don’t forget your garden! Effective garden security includes
defensive planting and well-kept fences and will help keep your
home secure
If you want to find out more visit the following website:
www.westmercia.police.uk .
Keith Mitchell (Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator)
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PLOUGHMAN'S AND CEILIDH EVENING
Village Hall Saturday 14th November 7 - 10 p.m.
Tickets £10, under 14 £5, includes Ploughman's.






Ticket proceeds will be divided equally between the Church Appeal and
Hannah's Harp Fund (see below).
Bar and Grand Prize Draw.
Tickets limited to 60, please apply early to avoid disappointment.
Tickets available from: Tea Rooms 01544 38826; Serena Askew 388637;
Dian Cope 388317.
A JOYFUL EVENING IS IN PREPARATION

In welcoming back to Eardisland the highly talented Allaway family and
friends from Kington we know we can look forward to a rare treat.
OUR LINE-UP WILL INCLUDE:
Dave Ropers (formerly inspirational teacher of Lady Hawkins School
Orchestra): MC and Caller.
Malcolm Allaway (father) guitars; Ian, guitar and trumpet; Glenda,
violin and harp and Hannah, clarinet and harp, plus Charlie Hill on
banjo.
HANNAH'S HARP FUND
Already a member of the National Children's Orchestra, Hannah (aged 11)
now aspires to audition for the National Youth Orchestra and has to play
on a full size harp, which costs £8000. She has to date played a half-size
harp.
The Allaway family play free of charge at charitable events in return for a
donation towards this cost, and Eardisland Church Appeal will be sharing the
tioLet sales proceeds with Hannah towards the cost of her harp.
WE LOOK FORWARD TO WELCOMING YOU ON 14th NOVEMBER!
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WHO’S WHO? - EARDISLAND 2009
Organisation
Bowling Club
Chess Group
Church:
Rector*
Church
Wardens
PCC Secretary
Cricket Club
Fixture Sec:
ECMF
EDT
Eardisland
Twinning
Association
Eardisland
Village Band
Herefordshire
County Council
Eardisland
Website
Eardisland
History and
Heritage
Society
Herefordshire
Times
Correspondent
Neighbourhood
Watch
Co-ordinator
The Team

Contact
Pat Roche
Peter Glenn
Nigella Tyson
Serena Askew

Address
5 Green Elms
Bridgend, Eardisland
The Rectory, Kingsland,
Leominster, HR6 9QW
The Granary, Eardisland

Telephone
01544 388492
01544 388364
01568 708255
01544 388637

Alister Hoda
Lotty James
Tracy Preece

Arrow Lawn, Eardisland
Glan Arrow, Eardisland

Barry Freeman
Barry Freeman
Ruth BrintonBivand

Holmlea, Church Lane
Holmlea, Church Lane
Arrow Bank, Eardisland

01544 388226
01544 388226
01544 388375

Ruth BrintonBivand
John Goodwin

Arrow Bank
Eardisland
Delfryn, Eardisley

01544 388375

Ben Woodcock
James MacRae
Chris Wolland

ben@eardisland.org.uk
james@eardisland.org.uk
12 St Mary’s Walk

01544 327086
01544 327112
01544 388976
01544 388208
01544 388981

Diane Wolland

12 St Mary’s Walk

01544 388981

Keith Mitchell

Arrow Lea,
Eardisland

01544 388605

Mike Coleburn

Jubilee Cottage,
Upper Hardwick
Broom Lane
Holmlea, Church Lane
Old Pearmain,
Burton Lane
Lower Hardwick Farm,
Lower Hardwick
Stephen’s Cottage,
Church Lane

01544 388486

Gerry Corfield
Barry Freeman
John Holding
John Hope
Brian Pollard
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01544 388207
01544 388779

01544 388575
01544 388226
01544 388176
01544 388504
01544 388915

Parish Council
Chair

Graham
Simpson
Ben Woodcock
Serena Askew

Clerk*

Andrea
Millichap

Parish
Magazine
Editor

Chris Bivand

Parish
Magazine
Advertising
Police

Patricia Gill

Community
Support Officer
Village Hall
Hospice
volunteers
Whittington
Trust
W.I.

PC Sharon
Wilson
Donna Jones
Jill Richards
Dorothy Brown
Beryl Hoda
Peter
Davenport
Mavis Tantrum

Lyme Lane

01544 388641

2 Orchard Cottages
The Granary
Eardisland
serena.askew@btconnect.com
20 Oaker View, Leominster
HR6 8SG
andrea@andreaarmour.
wanadoo.co.uk
Arrow Bank
Eardisland
chrisbivand@bivand.freeserve.
co.uk
Ruscote
Eardisland
parishads@btinternet.com
Kington Police Station

01544 388976
01544 388637

Kington Police Station

07970 602340

The Bungalow

Hinton Manor

01544 388323
01544 – 388389
01544 – 388131
01544 388234

Black Barns

01544-387972

01568 613729

01544 388375

01544 320364

07970 602344

*Revd. Tyson leaves office in October 2009
*Parish Clerk’s post has been advertised

VILLAGE ORGANISATIONS
The following has come about because some of you have asked if the
magazine could provide information on membership and duties of village
organisations that manage public funds. The Eardisland Community Website
supplies much of this information but not everyone has access to the internet.
So, published here is a list of those village groups which fundraise and/or
receive outside subsidy. (As with any endeavour of this kind there may be
omissions and errors; if so, please let me know and I will make corrections in
the next issue. Ed).
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Eardisland Community Millennium Fund (ECMF): Barry Freeman (Chair),
Derek Wareham (Vice Chair, Treasurer), Jo Watson (Secretary), John Hope,
Margaret Milchard, Pat Roche, Ben Woodcock.
The Eardisland Community Shop Association: Albert Sheffield (Chair),
Ruth Brinton-Bivand (Deputy Chair), Margaret Milchard (Secretary), Joyce Sheffield
(Treasurer), Shelley Connop, David Wallis.
Eardisland Community Website: James MacRae (Administrator), Ben Woodcock
(Administrator).
Eardisland Cricket Club: Martin Connop (Chair), Tracie Preece (Fixtures Secretary).
The Eardisland Dovecote Trust: Peter Davenport (Chair), Barry Freeman (Secretary
& Treasurer), Peter Glenn.
Eardisland Village Fun Day: Margaret Milchard (Organiser).
Eardisland History & Heritage Society (EH&HS): Chris Wolland (Chairman),
George Alderson (Treasurer), Barry Freeman (Assistant Treasurer).
Kingsland and Eardisland Hospice Friends: Dorothy Brown, Beryl Hoda.
Open Gardens: There can be a number of Open Gardens held during any one year.
Membership of each committee varies, depending upon the cause. These ad hoc
committees fund-raise through the voluntary opening of gardens within the Parish.
Further information can be obtained by a request to the Secretary, Treasurer or listed
contact of the cause in question.
Parish Council (PC): Serena Askew (Chair), Andrea Millichap (Clerk), Janet
Maryan Hanson (Vice-Chair), Ruth Brinton-Bivand, Peter Davenport, Greta
Pennington,
Graham Simpson, David Weir.
Parish Magazine: Chris Bivand (Editor).
Parochial Church Council (PCC): Rev. Nigella Tyson (Chair), Lotty James
(Secretary), Serena Askew (Churchwarden), Abbie Blyth, Annette Blyth, Dian Cope
(Deputy Churchwarden), Alister Hoda (Churchwarden), Beryl Hoda, John Hope,
Ruth Miller, Brian Thomasson.
St Mary’s Church Appeal Fund (a sub-committee of the PCC): Bert Priday
(Treasurer).
St Mary’s Church Flower Guild: Pat Roche (Organiser).
Eardisland Twinning Association (ETA): Ruth Brinton-Bivand (Chair), Elaine
Harper (Deputy Chair), Phil Milchard (Secretary), Brian Thomasson (Treasurer), Alex
Huntley, Albert Sheffield, Graham Simpson.
Eardisland Village Band: Ruth Brinton-Bivand (Administrator).
Eardisland Village Hall Management Committee: Keith Knight (Chairman),
Serena Askew, Derek Bray, Dian Cope, Cathy Dyer, Gill Richards.
Eardisland Village Show Committee 2009: Esther Simpson (Chair), Diane Wolland
(Secretary & Treasurer), Dian Cope, Kath Morgan, Brian Pollard, Edna Pollard,
Gill Richards, Pat Roche, Graham Simpson, Mavis Tantrum.
Women’s Institute (WI): Rita Kirby, Wendy Priday (Joint Presidents), Mavis
Tantrum (Secretary), Ruth Miller (Treasurer).
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WILL YOU BE AN ‘IN BLOOM’ VOLUNTEER FOR 2010?
Volunteer work will not be onerous. You choose what you would like to do.
You choose when you would like to do it.
How it is planned to work:
There are various areas, e.g. the Herb Garden by the corner of the churchyard,
which it is hoped volunteers will "adopt" on an annual basis. Each volunteer,
or couple, is then free to keep a watching brief on their specific area and
weed/prune etc. as needed. This can be fitted around all other commitments,
absences from the village, the weather and any other relevant factors.
A list of possible areas available for adoption has been compiled. If
you are able and willing to give a few hours a year to helping enhance our
village environment, please contact:
Derek Wareham, The Old Smithy: 01544 388628
Email: derekwareham@tiscali.co.uk
MANY HANDS MAKE LIGHT WORK!
HEART OF ENGLAND IN BLOOM 2009
Barry Freeman: In Bloom Administrator
EARDISLAND HAS RECEIVED A SILVER GUILT AWARD
(Plus a cheque for £550!)
The Awards Ceremony was held on 3rd September at Pershore Abbey,
followed by a lunch at Pershore College. Our excellent showing, for the fifth
successive year, is due primarily to Derek Wareham, Eardisland in Bloom Coordinator, who is busy with our In Bloom programme for twelve months of the
year.
FINANCE
Originally financed by Eardisland Community Millennium Fund through a
National Lottery Grant, Eardisland in Bloom became self-supporting and has,
in the past two years, produced some surplus funds, which ECMF has been
able to use to support other community events and projects.
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THE ANNUAL IN BLOOM PROGRAMME
There are two aims: to maintain the accumulated planted benefits of previous
years and to add one or more significant features each year, and to promote
environmental awareness in the community.
The Twinning Garden is our highlight for 2009: created by volunteers,
it has transformed a poorly kept area of Dovecote Trust land into a colourful
village centre display which has prompted numerous approving remarks from
both residents and visitors. We know it will delight the large party of guests
from La Vieille Lyre when they arrive on 24th October. To lead from 2009 into
2010 we announced the EARDISLAND: A VILLAGE FOR ALL SEASONS
photographic competition in the July magazine. Please keep taking your
photos and final details will be announced in the January magazine.
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
Our annual successes can only be achieved through the involvement of
numerous residents and the practical support of local organisations and
businesses. This year we are pleased to acknowledge all the following:
Phil Milchard, Chris Watson, Peter Dedman, Eric Pitcher: creation of the
Twinning Garden. Jenny and John Gittoes: continued maintenance of the AA
Kiosk Garden, which they created 9 years ago.
Peter Glenn, Lisa Price, Ben Woodcock: additional maintenance, planting and
litter patrols. Cross Inn, White Swan and Tea Rooms for floral displays.
Many local residents: window boxes and front garden maintenance.
Graham Simpson: administrator of the Lengthsman Scheme for the Parish
Council. Chris Bivand: photographer for the Presentation Folio and Judges'
Visit. Gill Richards, Cathy Dyer: catering on Judging Day. The Parish Council
and Parochial Church Council for year round maintenance of public areas and
churchyard. Anita and Tom Watkins and Stan Blatchford: year round work for
Parish Council. The Bowling Club, the Cricket Club and Arrow Bank Holiday
Park: for the high standards of estate management, which the judges admired,
including the cricket ground mowing by David Weir.
In addition to various people listed above, Ruth Brinton-Bivand, Albert
Sheffield, Greta Pennington and Linda Smith met the judges and explained
various contributions to the overall presentation of the village.
Eardisland in Bloom relied on all these people in 2009 plus numerous others
who were unable to be present on Judging Day. Thank you for your
contributions. Everyone in Eardisland, residents and visitors alike, benefits.
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EARDISLAND COMMUNITY MILLENNIUM FUND
BRIEF SUMMARY OF ACHIEVEMENTS
1. Main Grants Received:
1996 Local Councils (H & W. & Leominster District)
1997 Shell UK Better Britain
1998 EU European Heritage Fund
1999 National Lottery
Rural Arts Fund (UK & EU)
Dovecote Renovation Package (UK & EU)
2000 Automobile Association (AA Box renovation)
Herefordshire Council
2001 EU European Heritage Fund
National Lottery (Dovecote display)
2002 National Lottery (Golden Jubilee)
2003 Herefordshire Council
2004 National Lottery (Dovecote displays)
2005 Herefordshire Council
2005-2009 Heart of England in Bloom
1997-2009 Eardisland Parish Council

£
1030.00
2000.00
1300.00
5000.00
36000.00
84000.00
750.00
750.00
6000.00
5000.00
5000.00
877.00
8100.00
600.00
1896.00
9095.00

TOTAL of MAIN GRANTS RECECEIVED £167,398.00
2. How The Money is Spent:
On Capital Projects (most of the major grants above)
On Promoting Local fundraising events
On Grants to Local organizations (see below)
On Promoting Local community events
4. Main Local Organizations we have helped:
Parish Council, Parochial Church Council, Village Hall, Village
Show, Village Band, Cricket Club, Eardisland in Bloom,
Neighbourhood Watch, Annual Charity Fun Day, Art Group, First Aid
Classes, Youth Club, Twinning Association, Parish Magazine,
Hospice Support Group, Community Classes (e.g. yoga & French
conversation).
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THE 2009 VILLAGE SHOW
With an increased entry of over 280 participants, and 50 different classes, the
2009 Show was likely to be a success even before the Village Hall was set up
by an enthusiastic team of (co-opted!) volunteers. At 10.00 a.m. on Saturday
5th September, the judges and stewards started with their deliberations and
support, and by 12.30 the results were recorded for the visitors' entry at 2
p.m.
By all accounts it was a great success. There was a little
disappointment with the small number of children’s entries, but the standards
overall were high and the judges praised the quality of the produce which was
displayed and the work involved in the preparation of the entries. A very big
"thank you" to all of the entrants, and especially to those involved in setting up
the hall, acting as Stewards, and in the inevitable clearing up after the Show.
Without such supportive teamwork, it simply could not happen, and I would
like to thank particularly, Diane Wolland, who spent many, many, hours in the
preparation of the essential paperwork, from the initial Schedule to the prize
winners cash payments at the end.
The Class prizewinners were:
Cookery
Shelley Connop
Wine making
Pat Roche
Floral Art
Margaret Milchard
Handicraft
Esther Simpson
Horticulture
Emma Wilde
Photography
Sally Hicks
Art
Edna Pollard
Creative Writing
Peter Dedman
Yellow Rose
Mavis Tantrum (Megan Lloyd Trophy)
Children: 1 / 2 years - Millie Dyer, 3 / 4 years - Leah Wilde,
9 / 10 years - Lauren Ware
Overall Winner:

Esther Simpson

If you have any suggestions for next year's Schedule (out in January),
please let me know.
Esther Simpson
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HEREFORD FOOD FESTIVAL
Yes, it’s that time of year again – The Hereford Food
Festival. This takes place on 24th and 25th October at
Hereford Race Course, opening times 10.00am –
4.30pm. The entrance fee is £5 (concessions £4.50),
under 14s £1.50 and under 3 free. There’s a wide
range of local producers, farmers’ market and cooking
demonstrations. The Twinning Association is
planning a visit. If you want more information you can phone 01432 260621
or go to www.herefordshirefoodfestival.com
Ed.

JOHN TAYLOR
FUNERAL SERVICES
John Taylor
(Funeral Director)
5 Mortimer Drive, Orleton
Ludlow, Shropshire, SY8 4JW
Tel: 01568 780532 / Mob: 07855 232958
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A local steering
group, which
includes
members of the
Ramblers and the Ross Walking Group, have recently achieved recognition for
Ross-on-Wye as a ‘walker friendly’ town. To celebrate this new status the
group have organised a walking festival over the weekend 3/4 October. Each
day 7 or 8 local walks will be led by volunteers from one of our walking
groups. For further details contact the tourist information office or check out
the websites: www.ross-on-wyewalkersarewelcome.co.uk or
www.rosswalkinggroup.co.uk
A NOSTALGIC TRIP DOWN MEMORY LANE

by Bob Mainwaring
The account that follows was provided by Bob Mainwaring, in January
1995. His family had lived in the Nunhouse in the early 20th century. His
brother Tom was a member of the Oral History Group and himself provided
much valuable information about the people and places of his youth. Bob was
asked to provide his memories and because he was living in Canada sent these
by way of a trip down memory lane. The beautiful account that he provides
gives a very clear picture of life in Eardisland in the 1920s and 30s from the
perspective of a young boy growing up at that time. We were unable to use
more that edited sections in our publication “Eardisland, an oral history”. But
it now seems appropriate to publish the full account as we received it.

Bob Mainwaring went to the two-room school in Eardisland before the war,
winning a scholarship to attend Leominster G.S. at the age of eleven. The
years 1938-1940 were spent at Saltley College, Birmingham, from which
institution he obtained his Teaching Certificate. From Saltley College he
joined the army, and saw service with the Royal Artillery in North Africa,
Sicily and Italy. Demobbed in 1946, he taught in Birmingham, emigrating to
Canada in 1951 with his wife Joan, and two children, Lorraine and Jennifer.
In retirement he lived in Victoria, B.C. enjoying golf, lawn bowling,
gardening, cooking and, of course, salmon fishing in the waters off Vancouver
Island.
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It's a Saturday morning of the
summer of 1930. Or is it the
summer of 31, 32, 33 or 34?
Anyway, come along with me to
the cricket match on the Burton
Court Cricket Field. Being a
Saturday morning I'm on the
bridge, seeing and hearing so many
things. Ah ha! Some very small
trout just breaking the surface,
almost too small to hook with a big
hook, so perhaps Mr. Levick has
released some trout from his
hatchery at the side of the weir not
too far from the Folly Farm run by
Mr. Prosser. Hope Mr. Prosser will
ask me to 40 help him with the
haymaking again. Yes, that big
trout is up against the corner of the
bridge and Arrow lawn. So many
of us have tried to catch him, but
the slightest sign of a rod or line
and he's gone, back under the
bridge. This one fish occupies a
lot of my time. Just peering over
the bridge and looking at him is
pure joy. It was my good friend the
Water Bailiff who patrols the R.
Arrow who told me how to get
him. We often talked about
mayflies, alders, black gnats,
yellow and blue duns, and when to
use them. Now I think about it, he
never asked me if I had a fishing
licence which could be purchased
from Mr. Davies in the Post Office
(then in Adlen House, next to The
Cross).
And Mr. Levick? He's an
industrialist from Birmingham
whose country home is the house
about 150 yards up from the

Eardisland Bridge (Arrow Bank).
He is quite a fisherman, who
throws a beautiful fly. He knows
we boys catch a lot of the fish he
puts in the river. Cycling by his
place with other boys on our way
to the Ford near Hay Bridge with
rods high in the air, I definitely
heard him say "Getting to look
more like a blooming hopyard
every year." Such a remark didn't
bother me. After all, when not in
residence, how would he know
who is fishing on his waters. But I
had to wait for the wasp nests and
the wasp grubs.
Yes, the ford and the free
fishing water between it and the
narrow wooden footbridge we
called Hay Bridge. A favourite
spot for kingfishers, dippers, and
wagtails, all seeming to like the
splashing water which slides over
the ford and into the pool below
and the shallow pebbled river
bottom below this pool. Yes, the
dipper. It always flies very close to
the water. It walks into the water
and disappears, to be seen walking
on the river bottom, or is he
swimming close to the bottom? It
was late last summer when I was
on my way home about midnight
that I approached the bridge over
the Arrow. This was not the night
when I left some fish on the bank
near the pool below the ford.
While fishing off Hay Bridge an
otter, oh, so quietly slipped by.
And where had my fish gone when
I went to collect my fish? It wasn't
the water rats, who kept out of

sight, only a little movement of the
reeds showing their presence.
Well, he won't get any more of my
fish, and it was not on this
particular night that I'd been
fishing and had to cross the
Eardisland Bridge to get home.
Standing in the shadow of Harvey's
Grocery Store, with rod and
several fish threaded through a
forked stick I could see several
people on the bridge. Yes, it was
wise to leave rod and fish on the
bank. Not too close to the river
bank this time, but near the gravel
path. Friends but not fools. "Where
have you been Bob"? "Up at the
Nun house with Bill Griffiths
playing Pontoon and Bagatelle".
"No you haven't Bob". "Yes I
have". "No you haven't Bob. The
dogs at the Nun house were
barking a short time ago, and dogs
don't bark when you leave the
house". Let's not forget, that to find
a fool in the country, you have to
take one with you. A thought.
Perhaps I should take the click out
of the reel, particularly if I go
down on to Artingdale waters (It's
known Miss Artingdale, with her
dog, walks around quite a lot and
late at night). It's not much of a
job, and I'm sure Ernie George or
Jim Taylor would do it for me.
But I must be making my
way to the churchyard to meet
Dennis Goulding, who plays for
Burton Court. But not before a last
look for that trout in the corner, the
swans on the river, which would

attack when nesting on the
Artingdale side of the river, and
the way the evergreen tree on the
Staick House has been shaped. A
look at the stocks on the post on
the riverside of the black and white
house we call the ‘Reading Room’.
No grinding of wheat in the Mill
this morning so a look down the
driveway to the Artingdale House.
What a sight to be seen sometimes.
A car! A motor vehicle! The bulb
horn. Close to Cabby Williams, the
chauffeur's, right hand. Now, was
the horn attached to the big bulb or
was there a tube which led down to
the brass horn? And the lamps
were so highly polished. Was it a
Daimler? An Austin? A Crossley?
I don't remember, but it was quite a
sight to see this magnificent car
make its right hand turn from the
driveway up over the Millstream
Bridge, the horn making such a
wonderful sound. No car, but the
sluice gates are not open. This
means that if left closed for any
length of time there won't be much
water in the Moat surrounding the
Mound. With two stepping-stones
placed in the shallow water, two
steps and a jump, dry land and a
short climb, the Mound is reached.
A wonderful place to sit, watch
and listen. There are moorhens
carrying sticks to build their nests;
there’s a wagtail on a stone at the
water's edge. That sneaky magpie
making its way to the back of the
Court House Farm, where hens and
chickens were to be seen. Yes,
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with catapult and a round stone in
my pocket, he is, like the carrion
crow, on my bad bird list, worthy
of being frightened, but not killed.
The woodpecker is on the trees in
which the rooks nested; a rare sight
being the nuthatch, a small brown
bird. The woodpecker climbing up
the trunk looking for insects, but
this little brown bird going down
the tree looking for insects; and a
wren. Expect to see him with his
short stubby tail sticking upright,
near a bush or shady spot. He
doesn't seem able to fly very far.
He so quickly disappears out of
sight into a nearby hiding place.
But I must get on my way
to meet Dennis Goulding at the
Churchyard. One more glance at
the Court House. It is here that the
N.W. Herefordshire Hunt with its
master, Major Longville, meets
from time to time. On such
occasions there is always a horse
to be held while the huntsman
enjoys a sherry inside the Court
House. On past the War Memorial
and to the Post Office corner. No
noise or any smell of burning hoof
tells me no horses are being shoed
at the blacksmith shop directly
opposite The White Swan. And the
Manor House and Wellcott?
Again, like so many houses in the
village, black and white structures.
So down Church Road. and
towards the Lych Gate, a gate with
a roof and strong wooden supports
through which happy bridal groups
and sorrowful mourners pass

through on the way to the Church.
Looking at the Church Clock it's
only 10:30 but Dennis should
arrive shortly. He works for Mrs.
Clowes of Burton Court as does
Mr. Robinson (Head Gardener),
Mr. Snead (Head Carpenter), Mr.
Rogers (Ploughman), Mr. Rogers
(Butler), Mr. Holt (Head Game
Keeper), Putty Williams,
(Assistant to Mr. Snead) who must
be the glazier. Every Saturday
morning during the summer
Dennis trims the grave of Mr.
Clowes or the son, Peter Warren
Clowes. I always meet him here to
hear the cricket news. I'm a bit
early, but he should be here at the
grave site about 11:00 AM and so,
a look over the churchyard wall.
Those roach are still
swimming around in The Moat.
They are just about impossible to
catch, ignoring worms and bread
paste. However, the eels are easy
to catch. The behaviour of the float
is such that it is easy to tell if an
eel or some other fish is on the
line. Easy to catch and easy to
skin. A nail through the neck and
into a black beam at home, a cut
below the head, and with gentle
pulling, off comes the skin. Easier
than skinning a rabbit, because the
rabbit has to be paunched first. I
prefer roast rabbit to fried eel.
Dennis tells me he must
make a good job trimming the
grave as Mrs. Clowes would be in
church tomorrow and would visit
the grave, and I'm pleased to hear
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that we are playing Kinsham. Jack
Dyke, a farmer and a big hitter,
and possibly a member of the wellknown Arkwright family will be
playing for Kinsham C.C. Yes, we
had the usual team, but Dennis
didn't know if I was playing or not.
I always played if someone didn't
show up. I wanted to know if Cecil
Powell, the left-hand bowler who
plays for Burton C.C. and cycles
over from Canon Pyon, or is it
Weobley, would be playing. I think
Cecil Powell is a much better
bowler than Mr. Nash, the other
left-hand bowler. Thank goodness
for Wilfred Webb who thunders
down from the Brouch end with
such speed (and on a country
wicket), and Dennis Goulding at
the other end, bowling a medium
pace straight ball of good length.
And for Dennis Goulding's father
at the other end counting up to 6,
and always, on appeal, saying
"OUT". Ted Holt (senior) with his
rather round arm delivery of a ball
which moved in the air (even with
an old ball), always collected a few
wickets. And Mr. Wood would get
some wickets too.
But the batsmen? To me,
Burton Court C.C. never seemed to
make enough runs. T.G. Smith,
who lived at the top end of the
Back Lane, (do all villages have
back lanes?) opened the innings
and was good for a few. Joe
Downing and Capt. Jenner had
nice forward strokes, but never
made many runs. Not that the field

and boundaries make for big
scoring games. The sheep, which
gathered at a far comer of the field
by a little pool during a cricket
match, did keep the grass down,
and there is a boundary (2 runs) up
against the tennis court fence. It's a
4 over the fence. Anywhere else
the batsmen ran to get as many
runs as possible.
Dennis assures me it's not
going to rain, and asks if I got all
my spellings right yesterday. I had,
and so had had a "long play
Friday" which meant that with the
other good spellers, I had been
allowed to go down to the cricket
field and play cricket most of the
afternoon. So Mrs. Clowes will be
in Church tomorrow.
Being a choirboy and
almost a bell ringer, I know Mrs.
Clowes by sight very well. She is
to be seen riding around the estate
on a black horse, riding sidesaddle,
two black labradors trotting
behind, and from time to time
visits the school to talk with Mr.
Wood. At such times everyone of
us know that we'd better be quiet
and get on with the work given to
us. I knew that the large Christmas
tree set up in the school each
Christmas came from a wood on
the Burton Court Estate. There was
also a present for every child in the
village under that tree. Who gave
and put them under that huge tree?
The Rev. Birley also visits the
school from time to time. He lives
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in the Parsonage across the road
from Wellcott. Mrs. Birley died
rather young, but not before she
taught me and some of the other
village boys a little about Scouting.
I loved that long Scout
pole. I could jump the ‘Soozels’
brook (Southalls Brook) in certain
places. But it was a muddy brook,
and if the pole sank too deep in the
mud, up to your knees in mud and
water was the result. With the
grave-clipping job done, it was
time to make my way home to
Wellcott. Being at the East end of
the church, I had to go round on to
the path by the bell tower, at the
West end of the church. I knew the
church had history. I knew it was a
Norman Church. I knew how good
it felt to ring the bells. And what a
difference there is between ringing
and chiming the bells. What
admiration I had for Andrew
Powell the sexton who could
chime 3 bells. He held the treble
(rope) in his right hand, the 3rd in
his left, and had a foot-hold for the
2nd. For funerals it was Come To
Your Last Home Come To Your
Last Home Come To Your Last
Home.
Looking up at the Bell
Tower it was good to think that I
could control the bell. I could ring
a bell UP, and ring the bell
DOWN. Leslie Evans had taken
me up to look at the bells and
shown me the bell at rest, and
when it had been rung up, how it
rested against the quite thick

wooden bar, the stanchion. He had
explained to me what happened
when a pull was made on the rope
when the bell was in this position.
Something all young bell ringers
should know. It was on this trip to
see the bells (after having climbed
at least two very steep ladders) that
I saw the bats. Yes, bats, mouselike creatures stretched across a
beam in a straight row. I liked
ringing a bell up and down, and
ringing rounds. Andrew Powell
always rang the Tenor, and Dashit-All Powell rang the Treble.
Dash-it-All Powell was a gardener
working for the Artindales. He
never swore, but when things
weren't right, he'd say Dash-it-All,
Dash-it-All and wipe his
moustache. With Andrew on the
Tenor and Dash-it-All on the
Treble, it was good to have Leslie
Evans on my left ringing the 5th,
Archie George on my right with
perhaps Tom Stead ringing the
2nd. Ringing a 120, a Steadman, a
quarter peal or muffled peal were
just words in my vocabulary. So
was the call Bob.
When Bob was called, it
wasn't me being called. It was a
call for one of the bells to change
its path among the other bells. To
ring a muffled peal, I knew how
the leather pad was attached to the
"clapper" in the bell. I also knew
that if you took part in ringing a
muffled peal in memory of one
who had passed on, each bell
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ringer received some money. So,
out along the path and through the
Lych Gate. A left turn on to the
road, and with the Vicarage on the
right, I was soon home, two fields
away from the cricket field.
My hoop, as usual, is just
inside the gate. A hoop that would
go as fast as I could run. Just a
bicycle rim, no spokes, and a stick
about 2 foot long. The stick down
and in the rim, and off you bowled.
To turn right, a tap on top left of
the hoop. To go left, a tap on the
right top of the hoop. And to slow
down, just putting the stick on top
of the rim did the trick. What fun.
And my stilts as usual are up
against the house by the back door.
I knew the time would come when
I'd walk across the ford on them.
Mum at home as always.
Something to eat and off to the
Cricket Field. Past the Taylor's
House, and over the style into the
field. My field. The ‘Soozels’
field. The field adjoining the
school. A school with a paved
area, made for whips and tops of
the stubby or the mushroom shape
kind. The style? One foot placed
on a flat piece of wood, and the
other leg cocked over the top rail
of the style and oh, so easy. Yes, a
field where arrows, made from
straight hazel sticks, cut low down,
and the top tapered, with a nick in
the top to take the string of a
home-made bow, the arrow to be
shot high up in the air to land in a
good vertical position. So too, a

home-made javelin. A field where
a football could be kicked high up
into the air, and trapped as it hit the
ground, and then kicked with left
or right foot an enormous distance.
A field where pignuts could be dug
up with a pocket knife, and eaten.
A field that had a brook where
minnows could be caught with a
bent pin and a little worm. A field
with a path on which 3 wickets
could be hammered in, the
pathway being a little flatter than
the field, the ball not bouncing
head high. A field over which
swifts swoop over the field and up
under the eaves of the school, a
bird only to be seen on the ground
when collecting material for a nest.
A field with a footbridge over the
brook bringing into sight the
cricket shed and the cricket field.
There's no one here. I must
be early. The little shed where
wickets, pads, mower and nets are
kept is still locked. Oh, the tin
shelter where batsmen always
seem to go before going in to bat,
smells a bit. And the hurdles
around the pitch haven't been taken
down yet. No sign of rain, but have
no fear, Pat Bums is here, and he'll
soon have a fire going. He's come
from Burton Court bringing wood,
a tripod, a big pot, and a big bag of
tea. Yes, a very large tea bag, and
what a good cup of tea he will
make for us all. The hurdles which
keep the sheep off the cricket
square, are still around the pitch,
but will soon be unhooked, and
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drawn off in four different
directions to make 4 separate piles.
Did the ball resting against these
hurdles mean a boundary? A
boundary of 2 runs was up against
the tennis court fence, which was
pretty close to one end of the pitch.
Over the fence it was a four. A six?
Seldom. Elsewhere, run as many as
possible, particularly on the Burton
Court side of the cricket square.
Mr. Wood is going to mark out the
crease today and put in the stumps.
This means I will carry the bucket
of lime and brush, and he'll carry
the two long pieces of wood he
uses to mark the bowling and
batting crease.

The umpires have arrived
and a number of players. Soon the
maids from Burton Court will
arrive with baskets filled with
scones, cakes, bread and butter,
jams, and cups and saucers. The
goodies will be set out on tables,
and at the right time Pat Burns will
produce the tea. And who did win
this big game, and did I play this
day? I just don't remember, but I
do know it was a day worth
remembering. I also know that
there will be many more summer
days to come, and so many things
to do each day.

THE MILL HOUSE, EARDISLAND
Chris Bivand has very kindly
asked me if I would like to write a
few words regarding my parents
who owned The Mill House
between 1993 and 2009.
My parents, Ray and
Gloria Phillips bought The Mill
House from Mr and Mrs Martin in
the spring of 1993. Although my
father was well aquainted with the
area due to family connections in
North West Herefordshire, the first
time my mother would have been
to Eardisland would have been on
their honeymoon in 1954. Little
would they have guessed then that
they would spend their last few
years together living there.

Prior to moving to The
Mill House they were living in
Presteigne and I along with my
family were in the habit of driving
up from London to visit them as
we did in 1993. That Easter my
father suggested we may like to go
with them to visit a house they
were interested in in Eardisland.
My father who was by this time
very keen on genealogy and
tracing our ancestry had
discovered that ancestors of ours
had lived and worked at what was
known as The Upper Mill (now
The Mill House) during the 17th
and 18th centuries.
He had also found out
from Stuart Burke, who along with
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his wife Jan were running The
White Swan pub at that time, that
it was up for sale and due to the
property slump in the early 90’s
had been on the market for a while
and the sellers had reduced the
price.
We went to have a look around the
house on Saturday 10th April and
we all liked it. My parents took
possession on 6th May and after
having done some work on the
house moved from Presteigne to
take up residence at the Mill on
15th June.
My parents spent over 10
very happy years living there
together. My father became the
neighbourhood watch coordinator
and enjoyed working in the garden.
During this time two of my second
cousins also moved into the village
and its surrounds. My father died
very suddenly on 9th January 2004
which greatly distressed my
mother. Although she had friends
in the village I don’t think life was
quite the same for her any more.
Around the end of 2006 my mother
was not well and in the spring of
2007 my sister and I decided it
would be a good idea if my mother

purchased a flat not far from me in
North Surrey. We then moved her
to her new home.
We then decided to put
The Mill House on the market but
due to a mixture of emotional
feelings I for one found it difficult
to let it go especially as I liked
visiting the area anyway.
My mother coped well in
her new home for some 18 months
until she suffered a severe stroke in
November 2008. She died at
Epsom hospital in Surrey on 12th
February this year.
I then later this year
decided to become more serious
about finding a buyer for The Mill
House and an offer was made and
accepted this summer.
I am writing this before
completion but am confident all
will go smoothly and having met
the purchasers am sure they will
settle well into the village. They
seem a very nice couple.
Speaking personally I have
enjoyed my visits to Eardisland
both while my parents lived there
and since and feel sure I will be
back to Herefordshire and
Eardisland in the years to come.
Lawrence Phillips, September 2009

WEATHER REPORT
Readers will not be surprised to learn that July was very wet: 153.2mm (just
over 6 ins)! This is well over three times our normal July rainfall and was the
second highest month that I have recorded, being beaten to the post by April
2000 with 156.2mm. In 2000 (which I am sure we all remember as the year of
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the floods) there were three more months with over 100mm of rain: October
113.1mm, November 125.3mm and December 147.5mm. Let’s hope that we
don’t have a repeat this year.
August, in contrast with July, clocked up only 25.8mm in spite of long
periods of cloud cover. There were no exceptionally high temperatures in
either month. The rain in July (and August) was steady (and in July seemingly
continuous!) but no periods of remarkably heavy rain, the longest period of
non-stop rain being from 3pm on 28th July to 5.30pm on 29th. However, the
editor has informed me that I missed a burst of almost monsoon like rain! My
apologies for not having recorded this.
Peter Glenn
SOME THOUGHTS ON BUTTERFLIES

I am most certainly not a
professional entomologist, but
even so the editor, noticing the
recent very large number of
butterflies, especially the ‘clouds’
of both the Large White and the
Small White, has asked me to write
a piece for the magazine about
these colourful insects.
2009 has been quite (but
only quite) a good year for
butterflies on the whole, though it
has to be said that Herefordshire is
not noticeably a good county for
seeing them, probably because of
the large proportion of arable land.
I can still remember my first
summer here and being struck by
the smaller number of butterflies
compared with those areas of Kent,
Surrey and Sussex which have
escaped urban development and
which provide a much greater
variety of wild habitat. At least that
was my impression though, of

course, I didn’t carry out any sort
of comparative count.
Some of our native
butterflies also occur as summer
migrants from France and even
further afield, most noticeably the
Painted Lady, which flies here
from north Africa. This year was
very good for them and it was
estimated that more than ten
million have flown to this country
since late May. The Painted Lady
is one of the few species that is
increasing in number – up over
300% in the last 25 years. This is
remarkable when we remember
that most of our native species
(though happily not all) are in
decline. Migrants tend to settle in
the counties bordering the English
Channel so they are less common
here in Herefordshire.
I have not spent much time
away from my own garden and the
village this summer and I have
seen and identified the following in
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the parish: Brimstone, Comma,
Common Blue, Holly Blue, Large
White, Meadow Brown, Orange
Tip, Peacock, Red Admiral, Small
Heath, Small Tortoishell. In
addition, I say a Fritillary but had
no time to identify which species.
I also had glimpses of
what I guessed to be a Small
Copper and a Green Veined White,
as however, both of these are
becoming rare I am not sure of the
sightings.
Finally, as has already
been mentioned the majority of our
native species have been in
decline. Can we do anything to halt
(or at least slow down) this
decline?

YES! If you are a gardener
do not use pesticides unless
absolutely essential and never
spray on sunny or windy days.
Furthermore, do not kill
caterpillars unless you know 100%
that they are harmful: caterpillars
grow into butterflies and moths! If
you are a farmer or landowner
please use insecticides very
sparingly. If you can spare a bit of
your garden or land, grow a wild
patch. Growing as wide a variety
as possible of flowering plants in
our gardens will help the adult
butterflies to find the most suitable
for them to feed on nectar, their
only source of food.
Peter Glenn

C A Marsden
Traditional and Modern
Upholstery
Upholstery : Loose Covers :
Chair Caning
Repairs and Refurbishment :
Upholstery Supplies
Tel: 01544 388868 Mob: 07989
692472
Email: cmarsden@freeuk.com
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CONTACTS
Please forward your magazine copy, in any form (preferably electronic), to:
Chris Bivand, Arrow Bank, Eardisland, Leominster, HR6 9BT
:
01544 – 388375 (answer phone available)
e - mail: chrisbivand@bivand.freeserve.co.uk
ADVERTISING
For all matters relating to advertising in this magazine, please contact,
Patricia Gill:
:
01544 – 320364
e - mail: parishads@btinternet.com
This edition of the Eardisland Parish Magazine was printed by
Oldlands Press courtesy of Andrew Rixon
The copy date for the next edition of the Eardisland Parish Magazine is:

FRIDAY, 13th NOVEMBER 2009

Published by Eardisland Parish Council. Views expressed are those of individual
contributors and not necessarily those of Eardisland Parish Council.
The Eardisland parish magazine is posted online in pdf format.
Please visit www.eardisland.org.uk
Unlike the printed version, most photographs and some advertisements appear in
colour. You may need to download Adobe Acrobat reader, which you can find on the
web by using Google. The program is entirely free.
Pictures: P47, from a photo album from Lawrence Phillips. These are of note because
they are dated. P48 – thanks to John Holding for this, unfortunately not dated. The
photo is hand coloured, which you can see on the village website.
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