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SERVICES AT CHURCH OF ST MARY THE VIRGIN, EARDISLAND 
 

Rector: Reverend Dr. Rob Taylor 
The Rectory, Kingsland, 

Tel: 01568 708255 
 
Churchwardens: 
     Mrs S Askew                              Dr A Hoda 
    The Granary                               Arrow Lawn    

Tel: 01544 388637                    Tel: 01544 388131 
 
 

Sunday 28
th

 November 

8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) Kingsland 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

11.00 am Holy Communion Kingsland 

6.30 pm Advent Carol Service Kingsland 
 

Friday 3
rd

 December 

7.30 pm Light up a Life Service – Kingsland   (Memorial Service) 
 

Sunday 5
th

 December 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

9.30 am Family Service Kingsland 

11.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) Aymestrey 

11.00 am Matins Kingsland 

6.00 pm Benefice Evening Prayer Eardisland 
 

Sunday 12
th

 December 

8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) Kingsland 

9.30 am Matins Eardisland 

9.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) Aymestrey 

11.00 am Holy Communion Kingsland 
 

Sunday 19
th

 December 

4.00 pm Carol Service Kingsland 

6.30 pm Carol Service Eardisland 
 

Christmas Eve: Friday 24
th

 December 

4.30 pm Benefice Christingle  Kingsland 

11.30 pm Midnight Mass Eardisland 

11.30 pm Midnight Mass Kingsland 
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Ian and Jo wish to send their friends and neighbours in 
Eardisland a very peaceful Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Donations made to: Royal British Legion, Eardisland and Kingsland Hospice Friends’ 
Group, St Michael’s Hospice, Church Appeal, Water Aid, NSPCC & the Renton 

McMillan Appeal. 

Annette, Jerry, Abbie and 
Tristan Blyth would like to wish 
all their friends and neighbours 
a joyous Christmas season. 

Mary Blatchford wishes 
you all a very Happy 
Christmas and a Happy 
New Year. 
 

We wish all our friends 
and neighbours a 
Merry Christmas and a 
Peaceful New Year. 
John and Patsy Greene 

 
Kathleen and Barry 
Freeman wish everyone 
a very happy Christmas 
and a peaceful and 
healthy New Year. 

Ruth and Chris send  
seasonal greetings from 
Arrow Bank to all our 
friends in Eardisland 
and around.  

Peter and Dorothy Brown wish everyone a Happy 
Christmas and peaceful New Year. 

   
   
 

Rita and Richard Kirby would 
like to wish their friends and 
neighbours a joyous Christmas 
and a happy and healthy New 
Year. 
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EDITORIAL 
 

It seems only yesterday that I was writing the last editorial of 2009, and here we are 
ending 2010 - what a year it’s been! The website is continuing to develop, the shop 
is a great success, the parish plan is on the way, the village won gold in the Village in 
Bloom competition, the church appeal is progressing well, the Twinning Association 
thrives and numerous activities have provided funds and entertainment. Most, if 
not all, are, or have been, detailed in the Eardisland Parish Magazine. 
 Looking to the future, Matt and June of the White Swan are likely to leave 
in the New Year - June tells me that five viewings have been arranged with the 
objective of its sale. Let’s hope that the Swan has a secure and successful future. 
 Of major importance will be the elections to the Parish Council in May of 
next year. The role of the Council is vital to the well-being of the community and its 
members play a major part in the life of the village - often without much 
recognition or appreciation. Details of the elections will be available early next year. 
 The Eardisland Parish Magazine continues to flourish and I wish to thank all 
of the contributors, advertisers, printers and deliverers for their unstinting hard 
work. Without a strong team, a publication like this simply would not happen. In 
particular, my thanks are due to Patricia Gill who has organised the advertising and 
considerably increased the income stream (much to the relief of the publishers, the 
Parish Council) and to Phil Milchard and his team who ensure that you receive your 
free edition promptly through the letterbox - often struggling through wet and wind 
to do so. Thanks to you all. 
 Finally, I wish you a very enjoyable Christmas and happy New Year. 
 

Chris Bivand 
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EARDISLAND VILLAGE DIARY 2010/2011 
 

Saturday 27
th

 November 40s Evening - see page 8 

Thursday 2
nd

 December Parish Plan Meeting - see page 6 

Saturday 4
th

 December W.I. Coffee Morning - see page 5 

Monday 6
th

 December E team meeting - see page 9 

Saturday 11
th

 December Christmas Dinner - see page 7 

Sunday 19
th

 December Christmas Carol Service - see page 15 

2011  

Saturday 12
th

 February  Dinner in the Medieval Hall at Arrow Lawn  

18
th

/19
th

 June  Open Gardens 

Saturday 3
rd

 September Village Show 

 
MAGAZINE DATES 2011 

 
Copy Date Projected distribution date 

Friday 14
th

 January Friday 28
th

 January 

Friday 4
th

 March Friday 18
th

 March 

Friday 6
th

 May Friday 20
th

 May 

Friday 1
st

 July Friday 15
th

 July 

Friday 2
nd

 September Friday 16
th

 September 

Friday 11
th

 November Friday 25
th

 November 
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EARDISLAND PARISH COUNCIL 
 
You may recall that at a public meeting held in the Village Hall sometime ago it was 
agreed to pursue three initiatives for the village. These were a village website, 
village shop and parish plan. 

We now have an excellent website, constantly updated and giving both 
current information about events, minutes, etc. and archive material - the 
Eardisland Parish Magazine, for example. 

The village shop has been up and running since March of this year, and is 
proving to be a great success. 

Neither of these would have happened without many, many hours of 
voluntary work by villagers. 

This, of course, leaves the third objective: the Parish Plan. Many local 
councils have plans and the best councils always have a plan. The purpose is to 
establish the village’s current state of well-being in terms of local facilities, 
transport, health and all the things that go up to make for decent living. Then, from 
this information, to determine strengths and weaknesses, and finally to adopt 
strategies to support successful activities and attempt to remedy weaknesses. A 
good plan should provide straightforward, realistic objectives. Good plans also help 
with grant applications - and Eardisland has done extremely well in this regard in 
recent years. 

The Parish Plan is underway. The questionnaire provided valuable, indeed 
essential, data. The next stage is to seek further views from residents that will 
inform the direction that the village takes over the next four to five years. 

To this end the Eardisland Parish Council, in conjunction with 
Herefordshire Association of Local Councils, is planning a village get-together to air 
views about the village now, and where improvements can be made over an 
approximately five year period. 

The details are on a flyer enclosed with this magazine, but the summary is: 
 
Date:  Thursday 2

nd
 December 

Time:  7.30pm 
Venue:  Eardisland Village Hall 

 
This will be an informal discussion with mulled wine and mince pies to make for a 
relaxed and constructive atmosphere. 
 
Please do come along - it’s important! 
 
 

Maryann Hanson, Chair of Eardisland Parish Council 
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Village Hall Annual Christmas Party 

 

On 

Saturday December 12th 

 

6.30pm for 7pm 

 

Adults £7. 50 

Children 14 & Under £4.00 

Includes a Gift from Santa 

 

Menu 

Soup Or Fruit Juice 

 

Turkey Or Vegetarian Option 

With Seasonal Vegetables 

 

Christmas Pudding or Trifle 

Coffee 

Very Limited Numbers Book your places by December 9th, please 

write down choice of menu for everyone and ages of children  

Please contact Gill Richards At the Bungalow on 01544388323 
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KINGSLAND AND EARDISLAND FRIENDS OF ST MICHAEL’S HOSPICE  
 
Our most recent fund raising event was a pre-Christmas coffee morning at Willow 
Cottage, Kingsland on 9

th
 November, which made a profit of £920.80.  This brings 

our fund raising total for 2010 to over £5,000 which is remarkable particularly in 
these difficult financial times.  It is only made possible by the generous support 
which you continue to give, for which we thank you all.   

We start again in 2011 with a soup and pancake lunch on Shrove Tuesday, 
March 9

th
 to be held at the Luctonians from 12.00noon to 2.00pm.  We hope to see 

many of you there for what promises to be an enjoyable occasion.  
With many thanks again, 

 
Dorothy Brown, Beryl Hoda and Annie Mitchell 

 
40S EVENING 
 
40's Night with Phil Chase in the Village Hall - Saturday 27th November. 
Just a few tickets remain for the 40's Night in Eardisland Village Hall, starting at 
7.30pm. The evening will star the singer and comedian Phil Chase, who was a knock 
out when he entertained us back in April. You are welcome to wear clothes to suit 
the occasion. Tickets are priced at £15 and includes a hot three course meal and are 
available from David Wallis on 01544 388066. All profits to the Eardisland Bowling 
Club new clubhouse appeal. A pay bar will operate. 
  
40's Night Auction 
During the evening a number of exciting items will be auctioned and everyone, 
including those not attending on the night, are being given the opportunity to bid. 
Going under the hammer will be: 

 An official Land Rover driving experience for two people at a centre of your 
choice. The day will include full tuition and you will drive unbelievable 
gradients as well as through mud and water. You will also enjoy a delicious 
meal. The package normally sells for £500. 

 Shukers of Ludlow are also donating a similar Land Rover driving 
experience  for two people at Eastnor Castle. This package normally costs 
£199. 

 A Manchester United football, signed by several first team players. 

 Several meal vouchers for two people at local eateries, including the 
Riverside at Aymstry, The Corners at Kingsland and the New Inn, 
Pembridge. Other venues are likely to be added to before the night. 
 

If you are interested in bidding, or require further details, please phone David Wallis 
on the above number. 



 9 

EARDISLAND IN BLOOM 2011 
 
Following the 'GOLD' success of the 2010 the campaign, the E Team are meeting  in 
the White Swan on Monday 6th December @ 6.30pm to discuss a strategy for 
2011/2012 (Queen Elizabeth 2nd diamond jubilee celebration/2012 London 
Olympics/ Prince William of Wales wedding 2011). We welcome village residents 
who wish to join in on the night and voice a positive contribution. 

Details: Derek Wareham 388628 
derekwareham@tiscali.co.uk 

 
EARDISLAND: 'A VILLAGE FOR ALL SEASONS' - PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION 
  
Peter Moore of Monkland a much respected local photographer judged the five 
entries in July. Peter was impressed by the high standard of the participants,which 
made it difficult for him to come to a conclusion. Below is the result of his 
adjudication, coupled with comments where appropriate. 
 
WINNER: Sally Hicks. Individual photographs clearly depicting summer, 

autumn, winter and spring seasons. 
HIGHLY 
COMMENDED:   Kathleen Freeman. Best winter exhibit.  
  
COMMENDED:  Shelley Connop, Anita Watkins, Lily Connop (age 5). Well done. 
  
All the photographs were exhibited for the Heart of England judges and visitors to 
the St Michael’s Hospice coffee morning. Eardisland Community Millennium Fund 
kindly donated the prize money for this competition. 
  
TALLEST SUNFLOWER COMPETITION 
  
The 54 entries (17 children, 37 adults) were adjudicated and measured by Peter 
Dedman and Derek Wareham 26/27 August, a week earlier than last year because 
of gusty winds causing concerns to exhibitors whose sunflowers were growing in 
very exposed areas. 
The prize winners are as follows: 
ADULTS:  1st  Alan Holloway,11ft  6inches 

2nd Valery Holloway, 10ft 10inches 
3rd  Lisa Price, 10ft  7inches 

  
CHILDREN: 1st  Jasmine Richards, 10ft  7inches 

2nd Christy Lynch, 8ft  9inches 
3rd  Leah Wilde,  8ft   5inches 

 Eardisland in Bloom kindly donated the prize winners money. 

mailto:derekwareham@tiscali.co.uk
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Commended: (In no particular order) 
All children competitors received an ‘Eardisland in Bloom 2010 Sunflower Badge’ 
 
Joseph Lynch, Mary Connop, Charlie Wilde, Harris Woodcock, Jess Connop,           
Polly Knight, Cian Lynch, Anna Watson, Millie Dyer, Lily Connop, Etienne Woodcock,  
Georgia Staples, Alex Lynch and Jamie Knight. 
 
AWARDS CEREMONY HEART OF ENGLAND IN BLOOM 2010 
 
Phil Milchard, Eric Pilcher and Derek Wareham represented Eardisland Parish on 
Thursday 16

th
 September at The Vic Theatre Newcastle under Lyme. The Eardisland 

contingent joined with many other 'In Bloomers' from West Midlands Area awaiting 
to hear the judges/assessors verdict on efforts of volunteers over the last year. 

Finally it was announced that Eardisland was to be awarded 'GOLD'. Sir 
William Lawrence Bt. OBE presented the awards in his capacity as the President of 
Heart of England in Bloom. 

The 'GOLD' award is a big thank you to all those volunteers, who acted in a 
variety of capacities contributing to this 2010 success. We must not rest on our 
laurels, the 2011 Campaign awaits further participation. 

                    Derek Wareham 
                 Eardisland in Bloom Co-ordinater 

  
HEART OF ENGLAND IN BLOOM (Supported by Webbs Lifestyle-Gardening-Leisure) 
  
Judges/Assessors Comments: Eardisland in Bloom Small Village 'Gold' Award: 
 
The judges received a warm welcome at the Village Tea Rooms. Here a succinct 
overview of the portfolio was given.The judging commenced in the garden of the 
Tea Rooms, a natural and mature garden, its borders richly planted which provides 
a haven for bees, birds and butterflies and providing a tranquil place for the weary 
traveller. At the parish church of St Mary The Virgin the judges were proudly shown 
the restoration work carried out to the magnificent East window,in the grounds of 
the church yard with its ‘caring for God's acre’ area facilitating a natural haven for 
wildlife, this year an additional 200 local wildflower plugs have been introduced. 
New sign posts together with renovation and maintenance work of street furniture 
by volunteers is laudable. Of special note is the restoration of the plaque to the 
Coronation seat. The opening this year of the Community Shop accommodated in 
the Dovecote with its wealth of local produce and staffed by volunteers is a 
wonderful accolade to all involved. Seating has been provided near to the 
riverside,a wonderful setting amid the lush green growth with a sympathetically 
mowed area to observe the rippling waters of the Arrow. The judging tour was 
completed at the Glen Arrow Riverside garden,a fabulous garden sympathetically 
and skilfully designed by its owner Mrs James. The 'In Bloom' group, entitled the E 
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team, consists of representatives of the various interested parish groups. It is 
through adopting an holistic approach to the 'In Bloom’ ethos and determined 
efforts, dedicated to protecting the local heritage and environment, and through 
their focussed efforts they achieved a Gold award.  
 

                                   Angela Pendleton & Robin Russell  
 
EARDISLAND COMMUNITY SHOP 
 
At the risk of sounding like a broken 
record, we need more volunteers. 
We are keeping the shop open for 7 
days a week for a total of 58 hours to 
serve the Community. We are lucky 
to have some very committed, 
regular volunteers who are currently 
doing more than their fair share to 
keep us going. An hour per week 
from a few extra people would make 
all the difference. We cannot retain 
these opening hours and simply 
expect the few to do more. 

We will take time to train 
where required and new volunteers 
will not be left alone. 

Some of you may have 
volunteered in the shop previously 
and think that as we have stayed 
open that you are not needed, this is 
not the case. 

Without more volunteers 
we cannot continue to provide the 
service that so many in the Parish 
have now come to rely on. 
 The objective of the shop is 
first and foremost to provide a 

service to the parish. No one 
individual benefits from what is a not 
for profit enterprise. Any surplus at 
year end, after provision for 
expected expenditure, will be put to 
use in the community and the 
shareholders decide on the 
distribution.  
 So please, if you would like 
to help in the development of the 
community volunteering in the shop 
is a great way to do it and you will 
meet more people from the Parish 
and surrounds than you will any 
other way.   
 We are looking forward to 
the shop’s first Christmas and the 
Shop Newsletter contains details of 
some of the products available, 
opening hours, competitions and 
order forms for Poultry & Meat, 
Vegetable Boxes, Milk & Cream all of 
which we are prepared to deliver 
free of charge in the Parish. 
 Thanks for your continued 
support, 

Albert Sheffield 
Eardisland Community Shop Association 

Phone : 01544 388984 



 12 

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 
 
Speed Restriction Enforcement in Eardisland 
In September the NW Team met with Sgt Colin Smith to talk through the 
possibilities of speed restrictions and their enforcement in the village in response to 
significant concerns that have been expressed over a number of years. A number of 
areas were covered: 

 Individuals from the Kington Rural Policing Team have been attending ’Speed 
enforcement Training courses’ mounted by the Safer Roads Partnership. 

 There have been issues around the reliability of radar gun technology. Recently 
the Kington Team has acquired two laser guns through the Safer Roads Partnership 
which will generate greater reliability and allow detection over a greater distance 
i.e. from gun to vehicle thus allowing quicker and earlier detection. 

 Traffic Regulation Orders are in the process of being implemented so that there 
will be a check that the 30mph signs in the village are in the right place. However 
this survey could take 2 years to complete. 

 Speed enforcement is applied when speeds are recorded that are 10% + 2 above 
the permitted speed e.g. 35mph and above in a 30mph area. 

 It has been agreed that the village will be a PACT priority from November 2010 
when there will be a regular police presence and a regular use of laser guns to 
detect speeding vehicles. It may well result in increased police ticketing as a result. 

 Discussions also centred on the use of repeater 30mph signs through the village 
as well as the use of graded speed reduction signs i.e. from 40mph down to 30mph 
as used in Canon Pyon. 

 The possibility of hiring an electronic Speed Indicator was also suggested. 
 
New PACT  (Partners and Communities Together) website 
Improved local team policing team pages ‘went live’ in early September on the 
West Mercia Police website. The new pages have a simplified layout and have been 
developed in response to comments from members of the public and local policing 
teams. New features include scrollable maps which clearly show the areas covered 
by each local policing team (in our case the Kington Rural Team).  In addition PACT 
priorities are displayed alongside current issues to allow the reader to see how 
work is progressing. 
 

To visit the website and keep in touch with policing in your area, visit: 
www.westmercia.police.uk/localpolicing 

 
Liaise with the Parish Council to create a coordinated Eardisland response to speed 
restrictions and enforcement in the parish. In this connection the NW team is 
meeting with Sgt Colin Smith on 6th September to discuss possible strategies that 
would assist this project. 
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1. Extend membership of the NW team to ‘interested parties’. Is there 
anyone out there who would like to support the NW Team? 

2. To continue to explore ways of improving communication with individuals 
across the parish.  

3. To explore the possibility of implementing a ‘Nominated Neighbour 
Scheme’ (see last issue). 

4. To liaise with the Herefordshire Council Community Protection Team and 
explore possible benefits for the parish. 

 
No Callers without an Appointment! 
 
Distraction burglary is an unpleasant crime and West Mercia Police is committed to 
reducing the number of offences that take place. A door sticker has been produced 
which can be distributed within communities - particularly to elderly and vulnerable 
residents - to remind them not to open the door if they are not expecting or do not 
recognise the person, and to let callers know that they are not welcome without an 
appointment. I brought this to your attention in the last Parish Magazine and a 
number of local residents took advantage of the door stickers available. If anyone 
else is interested in displaying one of these excellent free stickers or knows of 
someone who might benefit from displaying one in their window then please 
contact me for a copy. 
 
Telephone Cold Calling and Unwanted Junk Mail 
 
Residents are being offered assistance in reducing deliveries of junk mail and 
nuisance calls. 
The telephone and mail preference services are free. If you want to find out more 
you can do it yourself by either the internet or phone, contact details are:- 
 
Telephone Preference Service  
https://tpsonline.org.uk or telephone 0845 070 0707 
 
Mail Preference Service  
http://www.mpsonline.org.uk or telephone 0845 7034599 
 
Seasonal Crime Trends 

1. Thefts in Eardisland! 
(a) Two pedal cycles, both locked,  were stolen from the side of a garage at 
Threshing Barns sometime overnight between the 8

th 
and 9

th
 October. One of the 

bikes was a child’s BMX gold in colour with a black saddle, while the other was a 
gent’s lightweight frame Trek mountain bike valued at £850. Similar thefts had also 
occurred at Eardisley and the police suspect that the people responsible are driving 
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around at night loading portable items into a van and driving away. Please be 
vigilant and report any suspicious vehicles to the police or a NW team member. 
(b) Sometime between 13-17

th
 October Janet Hanson of Home Farm became a 

victim of a theft when 100 metres of electrical cable was stolen from the property. 
The cable was in a circular roll covered in a film wrap and marked with the name of 
the provider i.e. RJM electrical contractors. 

2. Morrisons Supermarket Scam! 
We have received information that the following email is being sent out by 
someone purporting to be employed by Morrisons Supermarket. Please be warned 
that it is a SCAM email and needs to be ignored and deleted if you receive it:- 
“This email is intended to inform you that there is a new offer at your local 
Morrisons Store which will come onstream in two weeks time. Please register your 
credit card online at http://www.morrisons-discount.co.uk and you will get a 15% 
discount when using this card to pay in our stores. 
Thankyou for shopping with us! 
Morrisons Team” 

3. Bogus Waterboard Officials 
There have been reports of incidents where bogus Waterboard officials have tried 
to gain entry to properties. These ‘officials’ have even shown identity cards but 
these are fake, as representatives of utility companies would not call at your home 
without advance warning nor would they ask to come inside your home. The golden 
rule is never let strangers inside your home. 

4. Electricity Meter Scam 
Energy companies and Consumer Focus, the consumer watchdog, is warning about 
organised criminals targeting homes selling illegal meter credit. The doorstep scam 
seems to offer cheaper electricity meter top-ups but ends up with consumers 
paying twice. The problem has already affected more than 85,000 customers of all 
of the leading energy companies across the UK. 
Some customers are being offered £50 of electricity meter top-up for a cash 
payment of just £25. Energy companies detect when they have not received 
payment for electricity used, so any illegal credit will end up paying twice, first to 
the criminal and then to the energy supplier. 
After the scale of widespread illegal sales of electricity top-up on the doorstep was 
revealed this week, energy companies are launching a national campaign, "Top up 
Safe". The scheme urges electricity prepayment meter customers to buy top-up 
only through official channels. 
 
Be Safe and Secure! Light Up Campaign 
Historically, there is a rise in the number of burglaries across the UK at this time of 
year because when it is dark, unlit houses can be a target for thieves. West Mercia 
police are urging local people to help themselves at this time of year by making 
their homes more secure and using timer switches to turn lights on when the house 
is empty. A well-lit house gives the impression that someone is home and this in 

http://www.morrisons-discount.co.uk/
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itself will deter a burglar! In addition it is important for householders to consider 
security marking their valuable possessions. 
’Lighten Up, Mark it Up’ advice includes simple precautions that can significantly 
reduce the chance of homes being burgled. This includes: 

 Use timer switches to turn lights on while you are out. 

 Use low-energy or dusk-to-dawn sensor bulbs to save energy and costs. 

 Invest in external lighting. 

 Property mark your valuables and then make the details viewable to the police 
by registering them on Immobilise - www.immobilise.com - a national website 
where you can register valuables for free. You can register property such as mobile 
phones, iPods, bicycles, cameras and laptops. Registering your property will 
improve your chances of getting it back if it is lost or stolen. 

 
Keith Mitchell (Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator) 

 
 
 

 
ST MARY THE VIRGIN, EARDISLAND 

 
CHRISTMAS CAROL SERVICE 

 
This year the Carol Service will be on 

 
SUNDAY 19TH DECEMBER 

 
At 6.30 pm 

 
This will include the building of the Christmas Crib 

by the children 
 

All are very welcome to this first service of Christmas 
Do come to join us and stay for mulled wine and mince pies 

 
If any children would like to come to the church from 10.00 am 
on Saturday 18th to help decorate the Christmas tree there will 

be hot chocolate and cookies! 
 
 



 16 

RECTOR’S LETTER 
 

 
In recent 
years, I’ve 
suffered 
from 
Christmas 
Fatigue – the 
experience of 
seeing 
Christmas in 
the shops for 

so long that when Christmas finally 
arrives, it seems an anti-climax. And 
yet here I am writing about 
Christmas and it is still November.  
     The Church has always believed 
that Christmas is so special we need 
time to prepare for it, hence the 
season of Advent. Advent this year 
begins on the 28

th 
of November, and 

not the 1
st

 of December as so many 
calendars imply! It is a time of 
serious reflection as we think about 
God’s great love for the world, so 
much so He chose to come here as a 
baby, live amongst us, and then die 
to set us free. 
     This is not the same as Christmas 
TV, where in “soapland” it is always a 
time of doom and gloom, with 
relationship difficulties and great 
dramatic scenes. The Church believes 
and attempts to live out the truths 
that Christmas is about new life, and 
new opportunities. It is a celebration 
and party and an invitation to join an 
unending one through the one who 

came to us, and whom we celebrate. 
And like any good party, it takes time 
and effort to make it happen. Sadly 
though, the Church is often seen as a 
killjoy when it concentrates more on 
the preparation time, and less on the 
invitation to join with the Greatest 
Party of all. And just as Christmas has 
now become to be more about the 
presents we receive, so the Church 
needs to express its joy at receiving 
the wonder of new life in Jesus, and 
the presence of God in our lives here 
and now – the present! And then we 
will live in a world where “I wish it 
could be Christmas every day” isn’t a 
song to terrify the adults, but the 
doorway to a world of such joy and 
peace the Angels would sing and 
herald it in!   
      I invite you to join us for any or all 
of our Christmas Services – to come 
with glad hearts and joyful voices. I 
am excited to be sharing this 
wonderful time with you all. I 
particularly want to mention the new 
Benefice Christingle and crib blessing 
at 4:30pm on Christmas Eve, held at 
Kingsland. 
     I, and Val, wish you every blessing 
this Christmas and for the 
forthcoming New Year. And I pray for 
peace and joy throughout the holiday 
season.  
 

 
Rob 
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CHURCH APPEAL 
 
Since the last report in this magazine regarding the progress of the Church Appeal 
much has happened. 

Tenders have been invited from contractors for the repair works, and as a 
result a contractor for the works has been agreed. The faculty petition (the Church 
of England equivalent to planning permission) has been accepted so we now have 
permission to proceed. 

On the fundraising front there was a very successful and enjoyable BBQ in 
August at Hardwick which raised funds. Thanks are due to Jim and Anne Collins and 
their family for so generously allowing this event to be held in their garden and 
barn, and to all who worked so hard to contribute to the success of this event. 
Applications to various grant providing bodies have reaped significant rewards. 
Other plans are taking shape for further events, to be announced later, which it is 
hoped will meet the needs of the Appeal. 

In the next few weeks the accounts and paperwork will be prepared to 
enable us to satisfy English Heritage requirements so that the next stage, the actual 
works, may commence, and we hope to be agreeing a commencement date shortly. 
Whilst the repairs are being undertaken it is hoped that it will be possible to keep 
the chancel of the church open for services. 

We are now entering a very exciting stage of these vital works which will 
eventually ensure the future continuance of our ancient parish church for future 
generations. Full information will of course be provided as to both access to the 
church and the progress of the repairs. The aim is to complete all the repairs by 
October 2011

. 
NATIONAL CHURCHES TRUST AND OUR CHURCH APPEAL 
 
Our Church Appeal Fund has received a major boost with a grant offer of £10,000 
from the National Churches Trust. As part of the acknowledgement of this the Trust 
has asked us to publicise their work to our local community. This we are pleased to 
do: the following article is provided by the Trust. 

 

NATIONAL CHURCHES TRUST 
 
Now is a good time for anyone who is passionate about churches, chapels and 
meeting houses to join as a Friend or to donate to the National Churches Trust. The 
National Churches Trust is the leading national independent body concerned with 
the protection and welfare of Christian places of worship throughout the UK. The 
Trust helps faith communities maintain and enhance the buildings in their care in 
practical and innovative ways. It tries to ensure that churches, chapels and meeting 
houses survive and flourish at the heart of their communities. Rising costs and the 
practicalities of fundraising are only some of the challenges faced by the volunteers 
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managing these unique and special places. The Trust strives to raise public 
awareness about the challenges that local communities like your own are facing. 
For more details please visit our website www.nationalchurchestrust.org contact 
our office on 020 7600 6090, or by email at info@nationalchurchestrust.org 
 
HOW YOU CAN HELP - The Trust receives no financial aid from government or 
church authorities. You can help by joining as a Friend from as little as £20 per year. 
The Friends' Scheme is in development. The more people that join, the stronger our 
voice will be. Information is available on our website or by telephone. 

We are developing our Volunteers' Programme. If you are interested in 
giving some time to help us please contact us. 

Make a donation online at our website via your credit card using the 'Give 
now' secure facilities provided by the Charities Aid Foundation, which enables you 
to increase the value of your gift, at no extra cost to yourself, if you are a UK 
taxpayer. 

If you would like to consider remembering us in your will, please contact 
the office to ask about legacies, or visit our website. 
 
National Churches Trust, 31 Newbury Street, London EC1A 7HU Tel: 020 7600 6090 

Fax: 020 7796 2442 
Web: www.nationalchurchestrust.org, Email: info@natignalchurchestrust.org 

 
VANDALISM IN THE CHURCH 
 
During the past months there have been several instances of minor vandalism in 
the church, as a result of which it was considered necessary to call in the police. No 
irretrievable damage occurred but the police are keeping a watchful eye to try to 
ensure there is no repetition. If any passerby sees any cause for concern they are 
asked to report this to the local police. The Neighbourhood Watch team has been 
informed.  
 
WHAT OUR CHURCHES DO FOR US  by Barry Freeman 
 
Visitors find their time spent in our church a richly rewarding experience. We know this 
because they tell us so in their visitors book comments. By the end of October we have had 
just over 300 entries, which implies that our annual visitor numbers can be measured in 
thousands. 

As always, this year we have welcomed visitors from throughout the United 
Kingdom and the Irish Republic plus numerous people from Australia, New Zealand, 
Canada, South Africa, France, Germany, Poland, The Netherlands, Italy, Spain, Croatia, 
Finland and Tanzania, and this list is by no means exhaustive. 

On a sample page from 7th-9th May we had entries from addresses in 
Buckinghamshire, London, Cheshire, New Zealand, Neath, Dunfermline, Stourbridge, The 

http://www.nationalchurchestrust.org/
mailto:info@nationalchurchestrust.org
http://www.nationalchurchestrust.org/
mailto:Email:%20info@natignalchurchestrust.org
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Netherlands, Dorset and Birmingham, in that order. You never know where the next 
visitors through the door will come from. 

The following small selection of entries was taken from pages in mid-August. 
 ‘Wish I lived in this village and had this as my local church. Sue Bedwell, 
Thatcham, Berks.’ 

‘Thank you for the beautiful exhibition of photographs, the quilt and the herb 
garden. The bellringers room is wonderful, a marvellous record of dedication. The whole 
church is an inspiration. Thank you! Ken Morris and Jean Cottrell, Solihull, W. Midlands.’ 

‘Beautiful photographs, just what England is and always will be. Lesley Veldman 
and Shirley Sanderson, Canada.’ 
  ‘Beautiful village, wonderful to be able to visit church, fascinating history of 
bellringing, very peaceful place. Thank you to all who help to keep this whole village and its 
church so wonderful. It is a credit to all of you. Karen and Ruth Lowe, Northampton.’ 

‘Very peaceful and wonderful feeling, gorgeous village. We wish we were living 
here! T. Davies and M Jones, Swansea’ 

‘Eardisland: the birds of England singing to the birds of Wales. David Cobb, 
Shalford, Essex.’ 

‘Peaceful, very tranquil and well kept. A memory to treasure for ever. P. Austin, 
R.Swan and R. Harries, South Wales.’ 
 
So it goes on: sufficient messages of goodwill and appreciation every year to fill a complete 
edition of this magazine. There is no substitute for England's churches. 
 
"It is through the churches of England that we learn who we were and thus who we are 
and might become. Lose that learning and we lose the collective memory that is the 
essence of human society." 
 

Simon Jenkins Introduction to England's Thousand Best Churches (1999). 

 
EARDISLAND OPEN GARDENS 2011 
 
Yes I know it is not even Christmas yet! However the dates for next year’s events 
are being arranged, and one of the village’s main fundraisers is our annual Open 
Gardens Weekend. In 2011 this will be the weekend of June 18th and 19th and this 
will be a fundraiser for the church. All gardeners who might be interested in 
opening their gardens to visitors during those two days are invited to let me know 
as soon as possible. Our visitors, both new and regular, are always appreciative of 
their day out in our lovely village, with the chance to visit the vastly different 
gardens so please do not think they are looking for perfection! 

Refreshments will be offered as usual and we will be very glad to have 
offers to sell tickets and help with/provide refreshments. 

Anyone with offers of help/gardens or queries please contact me to 
discuss. 

Serena Askew ( 01544 388637 or serena.askew@btconnect.com).     
 

mailto:serena.askew@btconnect.com
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RIDE AND STRIDE - 11
TH

 SEPTEMBER 2010 
 
 The Ride and Stride has proved to be very encouraging this year as we had 
four riders from Eardisland take part.  Mike Lynch and his sons Cian and Alex (both 
still at school) and David Cope braved the showery weather and the miles on their 
sponsored bike rides around various churches in the area to raise money for the 
Herefordshire Historic Churches Trust.  The aim of this Trust is to care for and repair 
the fabric of endangered church buildings in our county. 
  Between the four intrepid riders they raised nearly £450 – our 
best Ride and Stride total yet!  Half this amount goes directly to our own church 
fund here in Eardisland, the rest of the money goes to the Trust for other church 
building repairs. 
 Well done Mike, Cian, Alex and David – all cycling over 30 miles on the day. 
Also a big thank you to everyone who sponsored our riders, we appreciate your 
help, goodwill and generosity.  

Dian Cope 
HALLOWEEN PARTY 2010 

 
Phew it was the biggest yet!  There were more 
children and adults at the Halloween part in our 
village hall on Friday 30

th
 October than you could 

shake a wand at! 
Did you notice the movement of the 

fantastically dressed little ones moving towards the 
village hall on that night?  All the local witches’ 
wizards’ princesses or ghouls in the area joined 
together for an evening of fun and games and music 

and food! Wooooo… 
Over 40 children who dressed for the fun party in their beautiful fancy 

dress and many had their faces painted too; all came to our village hall.  For two 
hours the children and their parents ran about danced and played. Then they 
managed to sit for a few minutes to eat the Halloween fare.   

Everyone left with gifts and sweets and memories of a busy fun party.  We 
made some money for the village hall but the most important thing is that the 
children had a fun evening.  I would like to thank the Community Shop for the 
donations of ice cream, fizzy drinks and sausages; most of all “thanks” to all the 
parents and children for coming and making the evening such fun.  I must not forget 
the team behind the scenes hidden in the kitchen.  We could not have managed 
without them.  Also, thank you to the Dad who did the dishes in the kitchen, his 
wife has him trained well!   

So my spooky friends I hope we all meet again – same spooky place, same 
spooky time – next year!   Wooohooooo!  

Love from Dian 
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EARDISLAND TWINNING ASSOCIATION  
 
We held our 4th Annual General Meeting on Thursday 11 November in the Village 
Hall and reviewed the financial year to the end of July. In the year we had two 
exchanges, our French friends visiting Eardisland in October 2009 and then we 
visited La Vieille-Lyre in July this year. 

The visit from France was paid for by our own fundraising activity without 
aid or grants from any outside source and the visitors to La Vieille-Lyre paid all their 
own costs as previously. 

In June 2011 a group from La Vieille-Lyre will again visit Eardisland and we 
are planning fundraising events to enable us to show to them the kind of hospitality 
we receive on our visits to them. 

Our next planned event is a ‘Burns Night Supper’ with haggis and all the 
trimmings, in the Village Hall on Saturday 22 January 2011. As always all are 
welcome, members and non-members. More details below. 

If you would like to know more about the Eardisland Twinning Association, 
who we are and what we do, then please contact any of the following Committee 
Members: Albert Sheffield, 07711 472532; Elaine Harper, 388274; Karren 
Hepworth; Pat Holding and Annie Mitchell, 388605. 

 
 

 

BURNS NIGHT SUPPER 
 

Village Hall 
January 22nd 

 
7.30pm 

 
Tickets: £7.50 

All welcome to greet the haggis! 

 
Profits to the Eardisland Twinning Association 

 
Tickets from the village shop, the Tea Rooms, or members of the 

committee 
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WEATHER REPORT 
 

  
September was not exceptional in any way: some 
rain, some mild sunny days. The rainfall at 64.6mm 
was only slightly above the norm. At the end of the 
month a strong weather system moved into the 
area of the British Isles from the West, but 
although the rain began during the last night of 
September it only became heavy on 1

st
 October. 

This steady rain continued to the morning of 4
th

 
October during which period some 60mm fell, 
though at no point was there any exceptional falls 
in a short space of time. The rest of October was 

dry on the whole and the total for the month (81.5mm) although above average 
was certainly not record breaking. Temperatures were, on the whole, above 
average. 
 
THE PLAYHOUSE CINEMA 
 

 
May I draw the attention of readers 
to the Playhouse Cinema, held in 
Leominster Community Centre, 
situated near the Priory, which has 
been screening films for some time 
now? Two films per month are 
shewn and cover a wide variety 
ranging from classics such as the 
director’s cut of ‘Cinema Paradise’ 

and AndreeTardovski’s ‘Stalker’ to 
recent films, for example ‘Four 
Lions’, which was screened a few 
weeks’ ago. Tickets are £5 each and 
the cinema is run by volunteers on a 
non-profit making basis. The 
excellent screen image is large (using 
a modern back projection system) 
and the sound quality is high. Unlike 
many temporary film shows (e.g. in 
village halls) the seating is raked so 
the view lines are unobstructed for 
everyone. 
Films are normally shown at 7.30pm 
on alternate Saturdays. As they 
become available I will put details of 
forthcoming films in my front 
window, next to the door, and on the 
village notice board. Do come! 

Peter Glenn 
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Eardisland Village Show 

2011 

At 

The Village Hall 

Saturday 3
rd 

September 

2.00 - 4.30 pm 

Prizes will be awarded from 4.00 pm 

Entry open to all 

Grand Raffle 
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Section A. COOKERY 
 

1 a boiled fruit cake (see recipe on entry form) 

2 3 cup cakes decorated 

3 a jar of marmalade 

4 5 sausage rolls 

5 a jar of mixed pickles 

6 3 fruit scones 

Section B. WINE 

7 a bottle of fruit wine, home made 

8 a bottle of home-made flower wine 

9 flavoured gin 

10 a non alcoholic drink 

Section C. FLORAL ART 
No artificial fruit or flowers. All items on a base l8" x 18" unless otherwise stated 

11 miniature 4" x 4" x 4 

12 an arrangement in a kitchen utensil 

13 all green arrangement 

14 a posy (in a container please) 

15 Japanese style arrangement incorporating a piece of wood 

16 an exhibit depicting Eardisland Twinning using both fresh and 

artificial material 

Section D. HANDICRAFT 
 

17 a hand-made greetings card 

18 a hand knitted article 

19 a piece of handicraft 

20 a cross stitch picture 

 



 25 

(handicraft continued) 

 

21 a fabric collage 

22 an item of embroidery 

23 a fascinator 

Section E HORTICULTURE 
Special category 

24 Megan Lloyd Trophy - a fresh yellow rose 

 

25 3 gladioli 

26 a display of garden vegetables in a 12" space  

27 3 roses 

28 a flowering pot plant 

29 3 tomatoes 

30 3 stems only of different garden flowers 

Section F PHOTOGRAPHY 
Maximum 7"x5" mounted. Please put your name and the class number on the back 

31 a photo of a garden 

32 a photo with a caption 

33 a photo of a statue 

34 a photo depicting `looking through' 

35 a group of people 

Section G ART 
Pictures may be mounted but not glared. Stretched canvases are acceptable 

36 mixed media landscape 

37 a drawing of an animal any media 

38 acrylic seascape 

39 water colour - flower(s) 

40 a 3 dimensional work less than 3 feet in any direction 
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Section H. Creative Writing 

Your entries should be placed with the completed entry form stating your name and address plus fees, 

in a sealed envelope marked 'Show - Creative Writing'. Please do not write your name on the entry 

itself. The envelopes should be handed in before Monday 22
nd

 August. (Please use another form for 

your entries in other categories) 

41 A limerick 

42 a ‘thank you’ letter 

43 a childhood memory 

44 a poem celebrating the natural world 

Section J. Children 

Children of 11 and over are encouraged to enter the adult categories. Please put your age on 

the Entry Form so that it may be taken into consideration by the judges. 

 

Children under 5 years 
45 a collage 

46 a necklace 

47 a wooden spoon doll 

Children under 11 years 

48 flowers in a yoghurt pot 

49 model from recycled material 

50 a painting of any subject 

 
See entry form for details of how to enter. The form will be published in the 

Spring. 

 

Entry forms may be returned up to 5.00pm on Friday 26
th

 August with the 

exception of creative writing entries which must be in by Monday 22
nd

 August. 

Late entries will, regretfully, not be accepted. 

 

Entries cost 30p per item for adults. Children may enter free of charge. Please place 

your entries and fees in an envelope marked ‘SHOW’ and hand in to one of the 

addresses shown on the Entry Form. 

 

Prize money not collected by 5.00pm will he returned to Show funds. 
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EARDISLAND VILLAGE SHOW RECYCLE YOUR ROSETTES ! 
 
The village show is a self-funding event which manages to cover its costs each 
year. Prize money and rosettes are our biggest expenditure and it has been 
suggested that some winners from previous years might like to recycle some of 
their rosettes. If you would like to do this please pass them to one of the 
committee members. 

The Show will be held on Saturday 3
rd

 September next year and the 
schedule may be found in this edition of the magazine. The Show committee for 
this year are Gill Richards (chair, 01544 388323), Graham Simpson (vice chair, 
01544388641), Mavis Tantrum (secretary, 01544 387972), Diane Wolland 
(treasurer, 01544 388981), Pat Roche, Kath Morgan, Edna and Brian Pollard, Dian 
Cope, and Chris Wolland. Entries for the Show may be handed in at any time up to 
Friday 26

th
 August to any of the committee members . Creative writing must be in 

by Monday 22
nd

 August. The entry form will be published in the spring magazine. 
The current group running the show has remained largely unchanged for 

several years and it was suggested at the last meeting that we should appeal to 
people through the Parish Magazine for new people to come forward with fresh 
ideas if the Show is to go forward and improve and expand. 

There are many small jobs to be shared in putting on this event and it 
only involves three meetings a year. If you are interested please contact Gill 
Richards or one of the committee members. The next meeting is in March. 

Thanks go to Esther Simpson, who has retired from the committee, for 
her generous contribution in previous years. 
 
ALL THINGS ORCHARDY! 

 
In January 2007 my 
husband John, son 
Robert and I moved 
into the house down 
Burton Lane known 
as Old Pearmain 
(formerly Lowcot, 
when it was once 
part of the Burton 
Court Estate). Along 
with the house came 
the orchard opposite 
which actually once 
belonged to the 
Lynch Court Estate, 

being part of a much larger orchard. 
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Little did we know how much the orchard would change our lives. We 
were genuine townies having lived on a suburban housing estate in the north of 
England. How were we going to adapt to living this rural life and be owners of an 
orchard? It was a daunting prospect dealing with the 280 apple trees on the 3 acre 
site but we were thrown in at the deep end. We had no knowledge of tree pruning 
and I remember the first year we were here going out into the orchard and 
snipping off all the “little bits” on each tree. It took me 2 weeks working nearly 
every day. I really did not know what I was doing. It must have done some good 
however as our first crop yielded some 36 tonnes of apples. The orchard came to 
us with Soil Association organic status which we carefully maintain each year.   

The orchard contains 30 or so eating apple trees about half of which are 
Coxes and the rest are Crispin (Japanese name: Mutsu).  The bulk of the orchard 
however contains 3 varieties of cider apples trees. We have 3 trees of Harry 
Masters; some 40 trees of the famous Herefordshire Brownsnouts, but the bulk of 
the trees are Chisel Jerseys.  

We laugh now at how we coped during our first harvest. With the help of 
several kind friends we started to pick our apples at the end of September. We 
picked the eating apples first and after contacting various local apple juicers we 
found one keen to take the Crispins for turning into juice. We have used the same 
company from near Tenbury Wells ever since. In early October they bring us a 
trailer full of empty crates and we pick for several days until the crates are full and 
the trees bare. Most of the Crispins go for juicing, but we do keep some back for 
ourselves. They are lovely eaters but also make great cooking apples too. Our 
Coxes we keep ourselves as nobody seems to want those. We don’t buy 
commercial apples until well into the following year. 

The first year we tried to cope with well over 25 tonnes of cider apples by 
picking them ourselves using the small mechanical apple picker we bought from 
the previous owners of the orchard but eventually gave up. It took 3 days to pick a 
3

rd
 of a tonne! After ringing round we managed to find a helpful local farmer with 

a modern picking machine who was willing to pick for us. At this stage although it 
was late October most of the apples were still on the trees. We prayed for windy 
weather, but even when it came the apples still stayed on. I think they had 
superglue on them! We realized by this time that we had to have them 
commercially shaken. We were fortunate to be able to find someone local with 
the right equipment and in came the tractor with the shaker to shake all the trees. 
By this time it was November and the weather and dark nights were closing in.  It 
is not a nice feeling when you have had the trees shaken and the apples are on the 
ground waiting to be picked up. I watched through the kitchen window as birds 
eyed them up. We even had snow one day.  But despite our worries the last trailer 
finally left for the local organic cider makers and we breathed a sigh of relief. 

Things are different now four seasons on. I found myself walking through 
the orchard in mid September with some friends from our old life. I was chatting 
away about the apples and the orchard and wondered afterwards who this 
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woman was so knowledgeable about all things Orchardy. As we still don’t know 
much about tree pruning we leave that to the experts now and enjoy burning the 
apple wood produced from that in our wood burning stove. We know who to 
contact to shake, pick and transport our apples. We know who will buy them and 
when the best time to pick them is. Our harvest time is now relatively short lived 
and we enjoy drinking the cider produced from our apples although it is generally 
blended with others. It gives us an even bigger thrill to see our commercially 
bottled Crispin apple juice sold in the local shops. Look out for it in the Community 
shop soon!  

Pat Holding 
A TRIP TO TUNISIA 
 

Tunisia is a North African country roughly 
the same size and England and Wales, 
with Algeria to the West, Libya to the 
East and the country we visited over both 
last Christmas/New Year and, more 
recently, at the end of October. Its 
population is mainly Arab and Berber – 
the latter the original inhabitants before 
the Arab invasion, and is around 98% 

Muslim with small Christian and Jewish communities. It’s a remarkably tolerant 
country with no apparent friction between religious groups and Muslims allowed 
alcohol if they wish (although most don’t drink). It also exudes an atmosphere of 
quiet confidence; none of the constant noise of car horns like Cairo, or the 
hassling of Moroccan traders. Everything seems gentler. The country has seen all 
the turmoils of other Mediterranean countries with various invasions by 
Phoenicians, Romans, Arabs and Turks. Until 1956 it was a French protectorate, 
but gave way to a peaceful transition to an independent republic under President 
Bourguiba - the picture above is of his mausoleum at Monastir. Even before 
independence, Bouguiba was a significant figure politically for he was courted by 
Mussolini to join the Italians during the second world war, but sided with the allies 
which proved invaluable during the North Africa campaign where Montgomery 
made his name. We visited a Commonwealth war cemetery with some 3000 
graves (on Christmas day 2009), a deeply moving experience. And I hadn’t realised 
that Tunisian forces fought with the Allies in northern France – one of our guides 
lost his grandfather in the campaign and was clearly irritated that history seems to 
have forgotten the Tunisian contribution. 

The country ranges from rich verdant soils growing wheat, citrus fruits, 
grapes through the more arid regions which see olives and dates do well, to the 
deserts and extremes of the Sahara. So, quite a range. Tourism forms a large part 
of the economy, mainly because the climate is excellent and the lengthy 
Mediterranean coast provides good leisure facilities. But there is much more. 
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Given the history of the country, there are numerous museums and archaeological 
sites to visit: the Roman remains and mosaics we saw were spectacular. 
We liked the country (and the hotel) so much that we will return – if you would 
like further details, please don’t hesitate to contact me. 

Chris Bivand 
 
 

LIGHT UP A LIFE 2010 

 
‘Light up a Life’ services are held worldwide at Christmas time 
to remember and celebrate life.  Each light is dedicated to a 
loved one, whether in memoriam, to celebrate the gift of 
friendship or to mark a special occasion.  The lights lit by St 

Michael’s Hospice are also beacons for everything that St Michael’s stands for: 
giving care and support to local people with life-limiting illnesses and to their 
families and friends, in Herefordshire and the surrounding counties. 
 This year services are being held at 21 locations around the county which 
we hope will allow people to remember their loved ones at a venue closer to 
home.  The Hospice website has full details of all Light up a Life services: www.st-
michaels-hospice.org.uk and you can also dedicate a light online.  Dedication 
forms can be obtained from any of St Michael’s Hospice charity shops, any of the 
churches hosting a service and the Hospice itself.  For further information contact 
the Events Team on 01432 85100. 
 

THE VILLAGE SCHOOL 1875-76 
 
The log books (which are available for inspection in the Hereford record Office) for 
the school begin in 1875. They end with the closure of school in 1979.  The 
Education Act, 1870, provided a national system of schools, paid for out of public 
funds, for the first time. One of the legal requirements was for the Head teacher 
to make an entry at least once a week in the log book which specified the progress 
being made and other facts concerning the school, the pupils  or its teachers. 
Inspectors were entitled to call at any time without notice to view the school and 
inspect the log. From such books can be gained an interesting insight into the day 
to day running of the school and problems faced, seen from the Head’s 
perspective. 

The picture obtained from the log kept by the new teacher Mr Haynes 
from 1875, when he was appointed shows the problems he encountered. There 
were naughty children, a lack of resources and difficult parents. In addition he had 
to accept the frequent and seemingly unannounced visits of Inspectors, the local 
Vicar, Rev Joseph Barker from Staick House and Mr John Clowes (or his wife) from 
Burton Court. The log begins on 19

th
 August 1875: 

http://www.st-michaels-hospice.org.uk/
http://www.st-michaels-hospice.org.uk/
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There is a note from the Education Department Report which states that a 
certificated teacher had been in charge for 6 months. Among their 
recommendations were:  “The clock should be made to go; more desks are 
needed, as are maps of the world, Europe and the British isles. Also needed was a 
teacher’s desk. Ventilation of the classroom needs improving; Mr Haynes cannot 
teach an average of 50 or more children without help. The school would be more 
efficient if he were given a paid monitor.” 
October 11

th:
  Three boys are reported playing truant. 

October 14
th

  Jas. Preece, one of the three boys, was brought to school by his 
mother. Punished him and locked him up during dinner time. 

October 20
th

-22
nd

 The village is flooded 
October 25

th
 Only 47 being present I am unable to proceed satisfactorily with 

Geography and Grammar lessons 
November 1

st
 Rev Barker complained that the choir boys had misbehaved and 

also about the absence of children from church this morning, 
being All Saints Day 

November 10
th

 Floods. Unable to open the school. 
November 19

th
 C & G Hodges reported to me for truant playing. 

1876 
January 11

th
  5 boys received permission to stay away to beat cover for 

J.Clowes Esq. 
January 28

th 
Refused to give M.Matthews permission to stay away. Cautioned 
him that if he did his price of admission would be raised. 
Notwithstanding, Mathews has absented himself. 

February 14
th 

Heavy falls of snow. 
February 24

th
  J.Clowes Esq. visited the school. 

April 11
th

  Rev Barker called this afternoon; he kindly said prayers. 
April 24

th 
Measles epidemic. 

April 25
th

  Mrs Postians (sewing mistress) is absent 
April 26

th
-21

st
 May  School closed due to the epidemic. 

May 22
nd

 Only 37 present. Parents object to sending their children this 
week on the grounds that they are not strong enough to stand 
school work. 

June 27
th

  Mr Bullock having invited the children to visit his marionettes, 
the school was closed at 1.O’clock. 

July 1876 51 on the books. 
Songs for 1876:  Some Folks Do; Oh Happy England; What is Home Without a 

Mother?; Union Jack; True Born Englishman; Ring the bell; God 
Save the Queen. 

July 5
th

  Received a complaint from Mr Hornsby that some boys had 
broken into his garden and done considerable damage there. 

July 7
th 

Sanger’s Circus being in Leominster a great many children were 
absent from school to attend it. 
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July 21
st

 Attendance still bad. Many are kept at home on frivolous 
excuses. One said she was kept at home to keep the fowls out of 
the garden. Many children are detained to assist in the hay 
meadows and turnip singling. Owing to the absences the work 
for the exams has not been worth much. 

July 25
th

   HM Inspector visited the school 
July 26

th
  Unable to attend school on account of illness; the Rev Barker 

kindly took charge. 
July 29

th
   J Clowes Esq. gave his annual treat to the children 

August 11
th

 Broke up for the Harvest holiday. 
August 23

rd
 The Inspector’s report for the year says that with an average of 

48 for the year and a paid monitor up until Christmas the results 
ought to have been better. More than a third fail in spelling and 
half fail in arithmetic; sewing is indifferent and must be much 
better next year. The Gallery(?) has not been provided, nor the 
map of the British Isles. The issue of Mr Haynes certificate is 
deferred until a more satisfactory report of his school is 
received. 

September 11
th

 Re-opened the school and Miss Elizabeth Haynes entered upon 
her duties as Assistant Mistress. 

September 28
th

-29
th

 Holiday for Harvest Festival 
October 4

th
 School in charge of Miss Haynes, the master being ill 

October 9
th

 Floods close the school. 
October 11

th
  J.Clowes Esq. visited the school 

October 25
th

  Gave Matthews a severe flogging with the rod for idleness. 
October 30

th
  During the past fortnight a great many children have been 

engaged in acorn picking. 
November 29

th
  Attendance very good, 54 present. 

December 4
th

  Floods; unable to open the school 
December 15

th
 Small school today owing to a large fair in Leominster 

February 15
th

;20
th

;23
rd

;26
th

;30
th

: 
Visits from Rev Barker and J Clowes Esq. To inspect the school 
and the children’s work 

April 2
nd  

Easter Monday: holiday all day. 
April 9

th
  Concert: Holiday all day 

April 16
th

  Alice Jepson (a former pupil) now engaged as a paid monitor 
April 30

th
  Mrs Thomas requested that her boys might be allowed to come 

to school at 9.30am instead of 9.00am as she found it difficult to 
get them ready by that time. 

May 1
st

  Went to see Mrs Reynolds who has withdrawn her son Henry. 
Her reason is that having so many complaints about his 
misconduct she has determined to send him to his father in 
Kingsland. William Morgan absent today. He had the impudence 
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to send back by another boy his copybook and slate without 
having worked the lessons that had been set the previous 
evening. 

May 2
nd

  J Clowes Esq. and Rev Barker met at the school to enquire into 
attendance. School broke up for half a day being Leominster Fair 
Day. 

May 7
th

-8
th

  Rev Barker and J Clowes Esq. again attended the school,. 
May 14

th
  Pembridge Fair Day so few children being in school it was 

deemed advisable to give a holiday. 
June 6

th
   Outbreak of Scarletina in the neighbourhood. 

June 8
th

   J Clowes Esq. attended 
June 11

th
  Detained 1

st
 class until 5.O’clock to recapitulate on geography 

lesson 
June 19

th
  Rev Barker attended the school today 

June 20
th

  Wm Morgan was detained after school to finish morning’s work. 
Wm Morgan played truant in the afternoon. 

June 21
st

  Mrs Morgan came this morning to enquire into her son’s 
detention after school and has complained that the school work 
is too hard for him. 

June 22
nd

  Wm Morgan away today. 
June 29

th
  Rev Barker attended today 

July 4
th

   Detained Jane Davies after school to finish arithmetic.  
July 5

th
  At 1.45 Jane Davies fetched by her mother. Has not been to 

school since. Nothing seems to have any impression on this 
child. 

July 10
th

  Rev Barker visited and inspected the school. The children’s work 
was creditably done. 

July 11
th

  Mrs Ball came up this morning and made the assertion that her 
child had been taken by the arm and shaken by my sister (Miss 
Eliz.Haynes) for not attending to her work. The child has 
consequently been withdrawn. 

July 17
th

 1876:  HMI Inspection. The report stated that “the condition of the 
school has improved since last year though the standard of 
education in this parish is very low. The irregularity of 
attendance is very great.” However, they did decide that Mr 
Haynes would shortly receive his certificate. 

The school went from strength to strength once Mr Haynes got more established.  
 Nonetheless problems of difficult pupils and parents continued to beset 
him as further log book entries disclose. One of his initial concerns in 1877 was 
that some female pupils, who should have been attending his school, were being 
educated by Mrs Parry, (of Porch House, later re-named Manor House) who was 
using the ground floor of the Dovecote as a school room. 
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One is left with the conclusion that for a teacher little has changed over 
the past 135 years. 

Paul Selfe 
 

 
IT WAS TWENTY YEARS’ AGO TODAY 
 

The ‘Eardisland Parish News’, 
from which this magazine is 
derived, started life in 1990 (there 
were various earlier versions 
going back to the 19

th
 C). 

The cover, reproduced left, is thus 
from twenty years’ ago - 
December 1990 to January 1991. 
The first thing that strikes one is 
the struggle that the producers 
had with the technology available 
to them at the time - it appears to 
be typed on a traditional 
typewriter, with a lot of ‘cut and 
paste’ to get the layout. This is 
slightly odd, given that the 80s 
saw the introduction of the 
Amstrad home computer which 
was the first time affordable 
computing was available to 
ordinary people. The simple word 

processor would allow various tricks with layout and included a spell checker - 
these machines sold in their thousands and were bought enthusiastically by 
teachers writing work sheets. 
 So, what do we learn from Edition 5? Well, the Editor was Tom Sabine 
from 2 Orchard Green (he was instrumental in starting it). Many names are 
familiar, some deceased like Philip Powles (Church Warden). We will all recognise 
Pat Smith (Church Secretary), Anita Watkins (VH bookings), Peter Davenport 
(Chair, PC), Maryann Hanson (Clerk, PV), Kath Morgan (WI), Jill Richards (Flood 
Warning) and Peter Glenn (Neighbourhood Watch). 
 This edition had 24 pages with an eclectic mixture of pieces and cartoons. 
It was, in short, and infant version of Issue 122, this one. 

Chris Bivand 
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EARDISLANDIANA 
 
An alphabetical compilation of Events and Circumstances of historical interest.  
 
R.......Rood Beam?        High up on the west wall of the nave of the church is an 

Ancient wooden beam. It has been suggested that this 
was the Rood Beam from pre-Reformation times, but 
expert opinion is that it is only a tie-beam, albeit of 
15th or 16th century date. The architect who                                     
supervised the alterations in 1864-1865 referred to 
“...two tie-beams of the fifteenth century roof....” I have 
seen no record of what happened to the other one. 

 
S.......Screen.                  Wooden screen across the nave of the church, towards 

the west end. The southern portion is modern, having 
been commissioned for the year 2000 to celebrate the 
millennium. This was expertly designed and made by 
Herefordshire craftsmen to complement and so stretch   
the width of the nave as continuation of the north 
portion, which is of 15th century date. This was made 
as a Parclose Screen for a Chantry Chapel which was in 
the far south-east corner of the nave. The present 
position of the old part of the screen is the fourth 
recorded; it is known also to have been “before the 
organ” (1864) and before being moved in the year 
2000, across the Tower Arch, before the existence of 
the present glass screen there, which was also 
fabricated to celebrate the millennium.  

 
T.......Twyford.             Twyford was anciently one of the four manors within 

the parish of Eardisland, the others being Burton, 
Hinton and Eardisland itself. The documentary record is 
sparse regarding Twyford. It was probably one of the 
manors granted by King William II (Rufus) to William de 
Braose of Bramber (Sussex) in 1091. A major fracas took 
place there in late 1370 or 1371, possibly the result of a 
long running minor dispute which culminated in an 
armed “invasion” by nine named persons from London, 
some with local names; but otherwise little information 
has come my way. In later years (by the 1630s) it is 
usually referred to in conjunction with Broome,Twyford 
and Broome, and by this time it had ceased to be 
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administered as a manor. Later still it is often Broome 
and Twyford which is found in the records. 

U.......Unett family.        Mrs Bayley Unett benefitted under the Will of Miss 
Anna Brewster of Burton Court [Codicil 5th March 
1808+...”I request Lady Romilly, Mrs Davies of Cabalva, 
and Mrs Bayley Unett may each have a 5 guinea Ring”. 

 
V.......Vicar of Eardisland. 

By 1172 “Kingeslene was a Rectory; Monkeslene 
belonging to the Abbey of Conches, and Erleslene to 
that of Lyre, had vicars only”.  This is evidenced by 
entries in the Bishop’s Register.  Eardisland has had 
Vicars, sometimes assisted by a Curate, ever since. 

 
W.......Water Closet.       In 1955 Miss Blackmore (of Kingsland) wrote of Arrow 

Lawn: “...my grandmother, Mrs Blackmore, inherited 
and she and her husband came to live there in 
1846.”*After other detail she goes on to say+: “He 
added the upper story [sic] at the back of the house and 
nstalled the water closet – the talk of the 
neighbourhood at the time and for long after.” 

 
X.......???                         Will all applicants for this position please contact the 

Editor. (No! George Alderson! Ed.) 
 
Y.......York, Duke Richard of: (1411-1461): 

Was son of Anne, sister of Edmund Mortimer of 
Wigmore, Earl of March, and Richard, Earl of 
Cambridge, and subsequently came into a huge 
inheritance. From 1425, when he came of age, until 
1459, when an Act of Attainder was passed against him 
and all his property passed to the Crown, he was 
possessed of two hundred manors, including Eardisland 
and Hinton. These last two, amongst a good few others, 
had come  to him from his Mortimer ancestry. 

 
Z.......????                      ”Situation Vacant”. 
 

George Alderson   
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EARDISLAND, are you ready for Zumba? Exercise in 
disguise. 
 
Get fit, burn off those calories and energise your body to 
funky Latin American music. You don’t even have to be 
able to dance to join in, just move your body, follow my 
lead and join in the fun. Men as well! 
 
Classes starting soon at Eardisland Village Hall. Check the 
website and village notice board for dates. 

 
For more detail contact Mandy 

01544 387958 
 

mandys.mail@virgin.net 
  

mailto:mandys.mail@virgin.net
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C A Marsden 
Tel: 01544 388868 Mob: 07989 692472 

Email: cmarsden@freeuk.com 
 

Traditional Upholstery 

Loose Covers / Upholstery Supplies 

 
Also Vintage Vehicle trimming and Canvas work 

in association with 

PLANE WRAPPERS of Shobdon (01568 708620) 

 

TOTAL LAWN CARE 
 

DOES YOUR GARDEN NEED SOME T.L.C ? 
 

FOR ALL YOUR GARDENING NEEDS: 
 

 LANDSCAPING 

 HEDGE CUTTING – REDUCED AND REMOVAL 

 MOWING INCLUDING LAWNS, VERGES, 
ORCHARDS AND ROUGH GRASS 

 ROTAVATING, WEED CONTROL, SPRAYING 

 NPTC QUALIFIED FOR ALL TREE WORK 

 PATIOS, FENCES, PATH AND STONEWORK 

 LAWN TREATEMENT, AERIATING AND 
SCARIFYING 

 

QUALIFIED AND INSURED 
 

 ALL RUBBISH REMOVED 
 

PLEASE PHONE MIKE: 01568 780904 
 07964947272 OR 07564278339 

 
 
 

mailto:cmarsden@freeuk.com
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Dear Villagers  
 
My name is Sam Bruce; I am 20 years old and have lived nearby in 
Kingsland for 12 years (Herefordshire all my life!). Some of you will know 
me from when I worked in Kingsland village shop on Saturdays for 
several years while I was at Wigmore High School and Hereford Sixth 
Form.  

I started cooking when I was about 5 years old. My Mum was a 
pastry chef when she was young and taught me loads. Soon I was 
regularly cooking meals for friends, family and small charity events.  

I also worked in the kitchens at the Angel, Kingsland and The 
Riverside, Aymestry before briefly running the Wigmore Community 
Cafe for 5 months before going to university in Brighton.  

I came home from University and since then have been setting up my 
own micro food business ‘Scrummy Bites’ from our 5* environmental 
health approved kitchen based at home.  

I sell lots of delicious desserts, tarts, quiches, tortes (whole or by the 
slice) and traditional tea breads at farmers markets in Presteigne and 
Knighton and through local community shops (Eardisland, Yarpole) two 
commercial shops (Marston Meats & Leon’s Deli in Presteigne).  

I also do ‘pick up a dish’ which is very popular for busy people who 
love home cooked food. If you look on my new website (thanks Kelly) 
www.scrummybites.co.uk it shows some of the things I make for people. 
  I am currently taking orders for treats for Christmas including whole 
cakes, desserts, pates/terrines and a variety of sauces/pickles. 

This year I am honoured to have received Ludlow Food Festival’s first 
Graeme Kidd Memorial Bursary to expand. I have been given £1000 to 
buy equipment and try out some bigger food fairs. I also get mentoring 
from top chefs at one of the Michelin star restaurants and business start 
up support. Last month I spent a day cooking with the chefs at La 
Becasse which was amazing.  
 I had wanted to find a small cafe to rent in the area. While looking 
into this I soon realised that the £10,000 minimum it would cost a year 
in rent and rates was a lot of money to find before even selling a slice of 
cake!  
 My Mum, Joanna, agreed that I could turn our large downstairs living 
room into a tea room overlooking the Green and apply for a change of 
use from Herefordshire Council. This application has now been 
approved and we opened The Garden, tea room & delicatessen in mid 
July.  
 We are both involved in the tea room with me doing the cooking and 
Mum doing the front of house and paperwork as this is difficult for me 
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due to my dyslexia. We hope to take on young people from the villages 
(and a few older ones!) over time to help us.  
 I have tried very hard to find a menu of treats that do not duplicate 
what the coffee shop or pubs provide. We will be offering all day light 
lunches, salads and delicious tarts and desserts with herb teas and 
coffees (No alcohol). I also bake many wheat free and dairy free 
alternatives for people with food sensitivities. 
 We are open 11.00 – 18.00 Tues to Sat, 11.30 – 17.30 Sundays, 
10.30 – 18.00 Bank Holidays. 
 Many of you have already been to try out our new venture and the 
feedback has been great. We intend to open all year round including 
Christmas Day lunch for people who do not have a large family day 
planned. We will close the 26th December until 21sth January only 
 I do hope I can welcome you very soon to The Garden and tempt you 
with a small slice of a delicious dessert e.g. chocolate mousse meringue 
torte, banoffee cake, apricot almond frangipane, apple & maple cake or 
gluten free chocolate biscuit cake. 
 I am passionate about cooking and look forward to cooking for you 
all in the future.  
 

All the best 
SAM BRUCE - Scrummy Bites 01568 709142 
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A MATCH MADE IN HEAVEN 
  
Eardisland’s beautiful Parish Church 
is set in delightful surroundings, all 
visitors are very welcome to come 
and share in the peace and beauty 
of this ancient place or worship. 
  
None more so than Laura and Luke 
Teece, whom, although not from the 
Parish, were welcomed and married 
at the Church of St Mary the Virgin 

in September this year.  The couple had already fallen in love with Burton Court 
which they had booked for their Reception and were then delighted to discover 
our beautiful church for their ceremony.  
  
Burton Court and the Simpson family are great supporters of the local church and 
community, donating £100 to the Church Fund for every wedding reception 
booked when the wedding ceremony is held at the church. 
  
Eardisland P.C.C confirms that work is projected to be completed by October 2011 
year. 
 

(photo by Karl Bungey Photography) 
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Christmas Day: Saturday 25
th

 December 

8.00 am Holy Communion  Leinthall Earles 

9.30 am Christmas Communion Eardisland 

10.30 am Family Communion Kingsland 

11.00 am Christmas Communion Aymestrey 
 

Boxing Day: Sunday 26
th

 December 

11.00 am Benefice Communion Kingsland 
 

Sunday 2
nd

 January 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

9.30 am Family Service Kingsland 

11.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) Aymestrey 

11.00 am Matins Kingsland 

6.00 pm Benefice Evening Prayer Eardisland 
 

Sunday 9
th

 January 

8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) Kingsland 

9.30 am Matins Eardisland 

9.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) Aymestrey 

11.00 am Holy Communion Kingsland 
 

Sunday 16
th 

January 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

11.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) Kingsland 

3.30 pm Holy Communion Leinthall Earles 

6.00 pm Benefice Evening Prayer Kingsland 
 

Sunday 23
rd 

January 

8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) Kingsland 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

11.00 am Holy Communion Kingsland 

6.30 pm Choral Evensong Kingsland 
 

Sunday 30
th 

January 

11.00 am Benefice Holy Communion Kingsland 
 

Sunday 6
th

 Febuary 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

9.30 am Family Service Kingsland 

11.00 am Holy Eucharist (BCP) Aymestrey 

11.00 am Matins Kingsland 

6.00 pm Benefice Evening Prayer Eardisland 



 48 

CONTACTS 
EDITORIAL 

 
CHRIS BIVAND Arrow Bank, Eardisland, Leominster, HR6 9BT 
     01544 – 388375 
   Email:  chrisbivand@bivand.freeserve.co.uk 
 

ADVERTISING 

For all matters relating to advertising in this magazine, please contact: 

 

PATRICIA GILL 

 01544 – 320364 

Email parishads@btinternet.com 

 
DISTRIBUTION MANAGER 

 
PHIL MILCHARD 

       01544 388097 
Email pmilchard@btinternet.com 

 
This edition of the Eardisland Parish Magazine was printed by 

Leominster Community Resource Centre 

 

Published by Eardisland Parish Council.  Views expressed are those of individual 
contributors and not necessarily those of Eardisland Parish Council. 

The Eardisland Parish Magazine is published by Eardisland Parish Council without 
inserts. 

The Eardisland Parish Magazine is posted online in pdf format: 
 

Please visit www.eardisland.org.uk 
 

Unlike the printed version, most photographs and some advertisements appear in 
colour. You may need to download Adobe Acrobat reader, which you can find on 

the web by using Google. The program is entirely free. 
 

 
Copy date for the next edition of the Eardisland Parish Magazine: 

 
FRIDAY 14

th
 JANUARY 2011 

 

mailto:chrisbivand@bivand.freeserve.co.uk
mailto:parishads@btinternet.com
mailto:pmilchard@btinternet.com
http://www.eardisland.org.uk/

