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This lovely picture was taken by James MacRae in December 2010. 

At the time of writing, finishing touches are being made to the interior of the church after 
extensive, and expensive, restoration. 

 
I hope to print an interior view in the next edition, January 2012. 

 
 

 

HAPPY CHRISTMAS AND A PEACEFUL NEW YEAR  
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SERVICES AT CHURCH OF ST MARY THE VIRGIN, EARDISLAND 
 

Rector: Reverend Dr. Rob Taylor 
The Rectory, Kingsland, 

Tel: 01568 708255 
 
Churchwardens: 
     Mrs S Askew                              Dr A Hoda 
    The Granary                               Arrow Lawn    

Tel: 01544 388637                    Tel: 01544 388131 
 

Sunday 27
th

 November 

8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) Kingsland 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

11.00 am Holy Communion Kingsland 

6.30 pm Advent Carol Service Kingsland 

 

Thursday 1
st

 December 

7.00 pm Rededication Service – with Bishop Alistair, Bishop of Ludlow 

 

Friday 2
nd

 December 

7.30 pm Light up a Life Service – Kingsland   (Memorial Service) 

 

Sunday 4
th

 December 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

9.30 am Family Service Kingsland 

11.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) Aymestrey 

11.00 am Matins Kingsland 

6.00 pm Benefice Evening Prayer Eardisland 

 

Sunday 11
th

 December 

8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) Kingsland 

11.00 am Benefice Communion Kingsland 

 

Sunday 18
th

 December 

11.00 am Baptism Kingsland 

2:00 pm Christingle Leinthall Earles 

4.00 pm Carol Service Kingsland 

6.30 pm Carol Service Eardisland 

 

Christmas Eve: Saturday 24
th

 December 

4.30 pm Benefice Christingle Kingsland 

11.30 pm Midnight Mass Eardisland 

11.30 pm Midnight Mass Kingsland 
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Jo, Ian and Jane and Anna wish to thank all their friends and 
neighbours in Eardisland for the kind and generous support  
they received during this difficult year.  

They are so thankful for a successful outcome and wish 
everyone a peaceful and happy Christmas. 

Jo and Ian Watson, The Old Post Office 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Donations made to: Royal British Legion, Eardisland and Kingsland Hospice 
Friends’ Group, St Michael’s Hospice, Cancer Research UK, Church Appeal, Water 

Aid, Age Concern, NSPCC & the Renton McMillan Appeal. 
In this issue: 

Annette, Jerry, Abbie and 
Tristan Blyth would like to wish 
all their friends and neighbours 
a joyous Christmas season. 

Mary Blatchford wishes 
you all a very Happy 
Christmas and a Happy 
New Year. 
 

We wish all our friends 
and neighbours a 
Merry Christmas and a 
Peaceful New Year. 
John and Patsy Greene 

 
Kathleen and Barry 
Freeman wish everyone 
a very happy Christmas 
and a peaceful and 
healthy New Year. 

Ruth and Chris send  
seasonal greetings from 
Arrow Bank to all our 
friends in Eardisland 
and around.  

Peter and Dorothy Brown wish everyone a Happy 
Christmas and peaceful New Year. 

   
   
 

Rita and Richard Kirby wish 
everyone a very Happy 
Christmas and Healthy and 
Peaceful New Year. 
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EDITORIAL 
 
Now that David and Serena Askew 
have moved out of the village (11

th
 

November), a number of villagers 
have asked if an acknowledgement 
of the contribution to our 
community life made by Serena 
Askew over the past 12 years or so is 
made. 
 Serena served as both 
Parish Council chair and as a 
churchwarden. In the latter position, 
she coped with the additional 
demands of the six months’ 
interregnum when we were awaiting 
the appointment of a new priest. 
 For the past four years, 
while the Church Appeal and 
renovation works have been 
ongoing, she invested literally 
hundreds of hours working on 
administration, consultations and 
meetings. 
 Active support for the 
exchange visits of the Twinning 

Association, setting up and serving 
on the Village Hall Trust and 
organising the annual Open Gardens 
weekend were among many other 
community services with which 
Serena was involved, always with 
David’s loyal support. Our 
community owes them both a debt 
of gratitude. 
 I have published the dates 
both for the magazine and the 
Parish Council for 2012 below. 
Please make a note of these if you 
are likely to need them. As usual, I 
will continue the Village Diary in 
each future edition of the magazine. 
Don’t forget that you can check 
dates on the village website: 
www.eardisland.org.uk 
 Finally, I wish you all a 
Happy Christmas and peaceful New 
Year. 

Chris Bivand 

 

http://www.eardisland.org.uk/
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MAGAZINE DATES 2012 
 

Copy Date Projected distribution date 

Friday 13
th

 January Friday 27
th

 January 

Friday 2
nd

 March Friday 16
th

 March 

Friday 4
th

 May Friday 18
th

 May 

Friday 6
th

 July Friday 20
th

 July 

Friday 7
th

 September Friday 21
st

 September 

Friday 16
th

 November Friday 30
th

 November 

 
EARDISLAND PARISH COUNCIL DATES 2012 
 

Thursday 12
th

 January Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Thursday 23
rd

 February Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Thursday 22
nd

 March Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Thursday 26
th

 April Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Wednesday 9
th

 May Annual Parish Meeting & Annual 
Meeting of Parish Council. VH, 

7.30pmm 

Thursday 28
th

 June Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Thursday 26
th

 July Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Thursday 13
th

 September Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Thursday 25
th

 October Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Thursday 22
nd

 November Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

 
THE EARDISLAND  W.I. ANNUAL CHRISTMAS COFFEE MORNING IN AID OF MACMILLAN 
NURSES  which was to have taken place on Saturday, 3 December 2011 in the Village Hall 
has been postponed  until Spring 2012.   

Because a Coffee Morning in aid of Cancer Research has now been scheduled for 
Saturday, 26 November in the Village Hall, the Committee of Eardisland WI decided that it 
would be counter-productive to try to run a similar event the following week, particularly as 
an enormous amount of effort and hard work goes into the organisation of these events.  It 
was also felt that it would be difficult in a time of recession, within a small village 
community, for both events to succeed with their fund-raising efforts which would be a 
shame as MacMillan Nurses and Cancer Research  are two very commendable  charities. 
Therefore, it was with regret the decision was taken, by the Committee, to postpone our 
annual Christmas fund-raiser until Spring 2012 when we hope you will be able to give your 
usual generous support.  

 

Pleasant house available for let in Eardisland village; three beds, small garden, 
and garage. Available either furnished or unfurnished. Contact (evenings) 

01568 780807 or magazine editor 01544 388375. 
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DAVID AND DIAN COPE  
 
We wish to thank family and friends who came to our 30th Wedding Anniversary 
renewal of our vows at the Church, the service which was taken by The Rev 
Michael Denny was emotional and funny and very, very happy. Later on in the 
evening we had a "bit of a do " In the village hall. 
 My biggest thank you goes to my two wonderful daughters who worked 
so hard to set up the hall and decorate the tables - and beautiful they looked too. 
Thanks also go to my two grandsons, Max and Huw, and to my little friends; Millie, 
Sophie, Libby, Molly, Louie and Hattie who did such a wonderful job of walking us 
into the church with flowers and multi coloured balloons. 
  We would like to say a special thank you Mark Townsend who amazed 
everyone with his magical powers,David Noon for tinkling the ivories for our sing- 
along, Emily Green, who played her own rendition of Greensleeves on the 
saxophone. Well played Emily. The Master of Ceremonies, Andrew Green, who 
organised guests to get to the curry table, and keeping us all under control. Thank 
you Andrew. A very big thank you to Mandy who took on the task of trying to 
teach me the art of Belly dancing - all your effort were worthwhile! 
  Thank you for the generous donations given - £195.00 to the Allensmore 
cat rehousing home, plus £105.00 donated to St Michael's Hospice, Bartestree, 
Hereford. 
  I cannot finish without thanking David for such  a wonderful day and a 
happy marriage.  

To all of you,thank you so much for coming because without you I could 
not have managed  to eat all that curry! 

Dian 
 
EARDISLAND VILLAGE BAND AUTUMN CONCERT: A REVIEW AND APPRECIATION 
 
When our local musicians take to the stage, it’s a sure sign that the winter festive 
season is about to get under way. True to form, this year’s Village Band Autumn 
Concert provided a grand curtain-raiser to Eardisland’s winter programme. 

For their concert on 12
th

 November, the Village Band shared the stage 
with The Village Quire, a multi-talented group from Glasbury, whose wide-ranging 
repertoire of unaccompanied singing and readings provided the perfect 
complement to the Band’s instrumental sets. 

When the Village Band presented their Winter Carol Concert in January 
2010, I described it as a cultural eye-opener. Reflecting on this Autumn Concert, I 
have exactly the same feeling. Between them, the Band and the Quire transported 
us into the world of West Gallery music and folk music spanning two and a half 
centuries, back to the mid-18

th
 century. 

Two points bring a smile every time I think of them. Firstly, the 
apparently somewhat hypochondriac Parson James Woodforde of Norfolk 
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asserting the efficacy of a black cat’s tail as a cure for eye styes in the late 18
th

 
century.  Secondly, the obvious enjoyment of all instrumentalists and singers in 
what they were doing. 

The enjoyment was appreciated by the audience. The hall was packed to 
capacity and the applause was loud and sustained. Only one question remains: 
when will the next concert be? Well done everyone! 

Barry Freeman 
 
I understand that once the expenses of the evening were covered, the concert 
raised sufficient monies both to make a donation of £100.00 to Macmillan Nurses 
and to support the band in the hire of Eardisland Village Hall for their monthly 
rehearsals for the coming year. (Ed.) 
 
HALLOWEEN PARTY - SATURDAY 29

TH
 OCTOBER 

 
Saturday 29

th
 October saw a party of 

ghosts, fairies, muggles, imps and 
little witches descend on the village 
hall for an evening of fun and 
games. 

Pass the parcel and statues, 
sweeties were won and then it was 
time to tuck into bangers in buns, 
gooey Halloween cakes and creepy 
crawly jellies, after which there were 
more games and much running 
around. Finally it was time to wind 
down with a story of Winnie the 

Witch, whilst Mums had a quiet time 
over a cup of tea. 

Then time to take all the 
weary fairies, muggles, imps and 
witches home to bed, although from 
the amount of sugary stuff the 
children had devoured they would 
be bouncing all the way home. 

Thanks to all who came and 
a big thank you to all my witches 
and muggles who helped in the 
kitchen. 

See you next year, Dian 
 
BIG BREAKFAST -  SATURDAY 5

TH
 NOVEMBER 

 
On Saturday 5

th
 November, the 

village hall was visited by hungry 
hunter gatherers and their families 
in search of a cholesterol enhancing 
Big Breakfast, thank you to all of you 
who came and tucked in, and 
supporting the Church Funds, the 
total raised was a healthy £276-00. 

I have to thank my team of 
helpers in the kitchen, who washed 

up, chopped veg, and manned the 
toaster and made the tea and 
coffee. Thanks also to the 
community shop for their help with 
sourcing all the fresh ingredients. 

If you can face it again next 
year I will see you there when you 
can forget about the diet and 
healthy eating. 

Dian Cope  
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 EARDISLAND TWINNING ASSOCIATION AGM 
 
THURSDAY 3

RD
 NOVEMBER 2011 

 
 

The Twinning Association's 
AGM took place on 3/11/11, 
attended by 15 members, apologies 
received from 13 others. Points 
covered included discussion about 
next year's visit from the French, 
proposed for May 11th to 14th. 
Fundraising events through the year 
were recalled, in particular the 
Burns Night. Those who worked so 
hard to make it a success were 
warmly thanked. Indeed enthusiasm 
ran away with David Hepworth and 
he has offered to cook again for 
Burns in 2012. Fantastic! The date is 
Saturday 21

st
 January. Please log 

the date. 
Having lost Brian 

Thomasson, we are hoping for more 
help on the committee and a useful 
discussion about committee roles 
took place. Brian's services as 
treasurer were appreciated and a 
report made up of his last entries 
was put before the meeting. 

Perhaps the most fruitful 
part of the evening was an open 
discussion on what shape the next 
phase of the ETA might take. Any of 
us on the committee will happily 
share those ideas but we would also 
welcome input from all who are 
interested and have fresh 
suggestions for us. A number of 
discussion points will be looked at 
further at the next committee 
meeting. 

If you haven't been 
involved so far but would like to 
know more about the Twinning, 
please do feel free to contact Elaine 
Harper, Karren Hepworth, Pat 
Holding, Annie Mitchell or Albert 
Sheffield or leave a contact number 
in the shop and one of us will get 
back to you. No organisation thrives 
without new blood: come and join 
us. 
 Finally: please could we 
urge all who have a contact address 
to send an Eardisland postcard, from 
the shop, to a French family who 
have taken part in earlier Twinnings. 
As they couldn't manage a visit this 
year we felt the need to strengthen  
our links by post, or email, of course. 
Thank you. 
 

Elaine Harper, for the Twinning 
Association. 

 
 
After writing the above, Elaine sent 
the following: 
 
Albert Sheffield has decided to stand 
down from the Twinning Committee 
and we wish to thank him for the 
work he has put in, particularly in 
securing a grant from the EU which 
will greatly assist us in welcoming 
the French in May. 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

invite you to a 
 

Burns Night 
 

Saturday 21 January 2012 
 

7.30pm  
 

In the Great Hall at Burton Court 
By kind permission of the Simpson Family 

 
Tickets £10.00 Adults and £5.00 children 

 
Tickets will be available from the Community Shop, Tea Rooms and  

Committee Members of the Eardisland Twinning Association 
 

 
EARDISLAND COMMUNITY LED PLAN 
 
Greta has understandably decided to step down as Chairperson of the Eardisland 
Community Led Plan to concentrate on her health. She has been an energetic, 
committed and inspirational Chairperson, and without her willingness and warm 
approachability the project would have been impossible. Thank you, Greta. 

At the last Steering Group meeting on 7
th

 November 2011 it was a 
unanimous decision to elect Merry Albright as our new Chairperson. 
The ‘Planning for Real’ event in September was very successful and we received 
hundreds of suggestions, comments, wishes and grievances on a diverse range of 
subjects. 129 adults and young people took part which is 27% of the population of 
the Parish. We are currently collating the results which, in partnership with the 
Council, we will use to form a questionnaire. We will cover as many of the topics 
as possible, including traffic concerns, parish facilities, flooding, footpaths, 
housing, youth provision and overall aesthetics. Some issued raised at the 
‘Planning for Real’ event related to private property, or were considered to be 
beyond the remit of the Plan, and so we won’t be able to carry them all forward. 
We will however pass the data to the Parish Council when the project is 
concluded, so they will have an overview of all the points raised. Thank you to 
everyone who came (and helped) and for all your interesting ideas – your ongoing 
participation is crucial. 
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Our next task is to prepare the questionnaire and to deliver these to each 
person in our Parish early in the New Year. From this we can work on more 
detailed ‘actions’ and begin to compile the final plan. We look forward to sharing 
our progress as the project grows. 

The Steering Committee is a friendly and supportive team - we are open 
to all ideas, suggestions and comments – and especially to offers of help or new 
team members! Please come along to a meeting or simply get in touch if you have 
any queries.  
 
EARDISLAND DOVECOTE  AGM 
 
At the Dovecote Trust AGM held on Tuesday 1

st
 November in the village hall, the 

Trustees reluctantly accepted the retirement of Barry Freeman.  Barry worked 
tirelessly to restore the Dovecote to its present condition and he, along with the 
previous Board of Trustees, have ensured that this historic building is there for 
future generations to enjoy. 

The new Board of Trustees plans to build on what has already been 
achieved, refreshing the public displays and making the building more visitor 
friendly. It is hoped that these displays will contain photographs and memorabilia 
from villagers relating to the village and an evening event is being planned to 
donate and discuss these. 

It was pleasing to note that the presence of the Community Shop appears 
to have made a significant difference to the footfall of the Dovecote and it is 
hoped that this will continue. 

Margaret Milchard 
Secretary 

 
A 25- YEAR VISION FULFILLED by BARRY FREEMAN 
 
Preceding this article you will read about the AGM of the Eardisland Dovecote 
Trust. For me this report provides the satisfactory realisation of a vision I had for 
the future of the Dovecote a quarter of a century ago. 

My involvement with the Dovecote began in 1986.  With the co-operation 
of the owners Lynn and John Mitchell, I brought a group of post ‘O’ level pupils to 
study the building and prepare a proposal for its conversion into a local heritage 
centre. 

The resulting portfolio was entered for a national competition sponsored 
by the English Tourist Board and it was awarded the first prize of £1000. 
I took the pupils to a presentation and sumptuous lunch in Regent Street where 
they received their cheque and a handsome trophy from Lord Briggs, formerly 
leading historian Asa  Briggs. 
The achievement was in fact repeated in the four subsequent years with the co-
operation of my colleague and friend June Chase of nearby Tyrrells Court House. 
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Each year successive groups of pupils won the £1000 first prize at lavish 
presentations in Bristol, Oxford, York and Paris. Our sixteen year old pupils were 
always in competition with a large entry principally drawn from students at art 
colleges and other tertiary educational establishments. I then retired from 
teaching in 1991. 

My involvement with the Dovecote resumed in 1996. This was as a direct 
result of the formation of Eardisland Community Millennium Fund (ECMF). 
I received a letter from Carolin Lowry, who had become owner of the Manor 
House, offering to relinquish ownership of the Dovecote into community 
ownership provided an adequate financial package could be assembled to 
renovate the building. I still have the original letter. 

This was discussed by ECMF committee who resolved that a separate 
charitable trust was the way forward. The trust was duly formed at a public 
meeting convened by the Parish Council in April 1997. 
Many meetings and complicated negotiations followed and a renovation package 
of £84,000 was assembled due to assiduous work by officers of the former 
Leominster District Council. 

The Dovecote opened to the public in September 1999 and functioned as 
a local heritage centre for ten years.  In 2009 I received an approach from the 
Community Shop Committee, as a consequence of which I recommended to my 
fellow trustees that we should offer the ground floor as accommodation for the 
shop. It was a golden opportunity to help achieve the Shop Committee’s ambition 
and to bring the Dovecote forward into a new era of community usefulness as well 
as a tourist attraction. 

The Shop opened on 31st March 2010 ( happily for me my birthday) and 
has thrived ever since. At a meeting of the Dovecote Trustees in January 2011, the 
four original trustees, Peter Davenport, Peter Glenn, Peter Phillips and I, resolved 
that it was appropriate to hand on care of the Dovecote to a new Board of 
Trustees who would provide integrated management of the premises in its dual 
role of community shop and heritage centre. 

My 25 year long involvement with the Dovecote ended on 31st October 
2011. When I first entered it back in 1986 it had been steadily deteriorating for at 
least a century. It was a hazardous eyesore in the centre of one of Herefordshire’s 
most popular settings; unsafe,unused and unloved. Left as it was, it would almost 
undoubtedly have been demolished by now, sharing the fate of other dovecotes in 
our immediate neighbourhood. 

Now it is the focus of much of the daily commercial and social life of our 
village. Its future appears secure with the support of the Parish Council, the Shop 
Committee, volunteers and the enthusiastic new Board of Trustees. 
 
This happy situation has been the result of co-operation between innumerable 
people through the years - locally and within the county and nationally. I am 
grateful to them all, it was a journey well worth undertaking. 
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Finally I would acknowledge the pleasure of working with my three fellow 
trustees named above. We have been meeting together for 15 years with never a 
disagreement on any issue. Thank you Peter, Peter and Peter! It has been a 
pleasure. 
 

EARDISLAND IN BLOOM (INCORPORATING THE E-TEAM) 
 
← Eric Pilcher (left) and Chris Watson 
renovate the bus stop

 

It may now be old news but I must start with 
updating everyone with the major 
achievement of winning a second 
consecutive gold at the Heart of England 
Awards held in Wolverhampton on 15

th
 

September.  And there’s more as Eardisland 
in Bloom also won the prestigious title of 
Best Small Village in the Heart of England. 
We should all feel proud that Eardisland is 
our home, our village, our parish, the best in 

six neighbouring counties.  The prize which went with the award, a stunning glass vase, is 
on display in the cabinet at the bottom of the stairs in the dovecote. Take a look the next 
time you pop in to the shop.  This is the citation written by the judges: 

‘The judges received a warm welcome at the village hall from members 
of the In Bloom @E Team’, residents and children. Following the presentation, 
overview of portfolio and itinerary the judging commenced viewing planters, the 
play area and sports field. Ready to transport the judges, a stately 1927 
Sunbeam, they commenced their tour. This year the judges called at the very 
successful village shop, viewed two gardens, two pubs (exterior) the recently 
opened allotments and an apple orchard. On route viewing delightful black and 
white houses, litter free streets, well maintained verges and street furniture all 
indicative of a cared and respected community’ 

Once again Eardisland in Bloom would like to thank every one of you who 
helped to put Eardisland on the map. This was a real team effort.  

We have now set ourselves a very high standard but are determined to 
win a third gold next year and to that end we have already started work, as, over 
the last month or so the bus shelter has been thoroughly cleaned inside and out 
and stained, giving it a fresh appearance. Did you know the bus shelter was 
erected in 1975 and the roof last treated in March 2005? The Parish Council notice 
board, which was warped, cracked and peeling has been restored and now sits 
proud on the right hand side of the bus shelter. Garden tubs outside both the 
shop and village hall have been replanted to give winter colour. Daffodil bulbs 
have been planted at the junction with Burton Lane and another bench has been 
rubbed down and stained in the churchyard. Garden beds have been mulched, 
and thanks to John Hope the Rose Garden has received a generous helping of 
manure.  But soon it will be time for us to hibernate for winter!  
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Have you noticed the new gates which have been erected at the entrance 
to the recreation ground? The vehicle gate will remain padlocked in order to 
prohibit unlawful entry. I think the parish owes a debt of gratitude to David Weir, 
who made them and to Dickie Preece who helped him hang them. This is another 
example of work being carried out at the cost of materials only for the benefit of 
the parish.  

It is pleasing to report that there has been a positive response from 
youngsters in the parish and their parents to use Plot 3, Oak View Allotments for 
child community use. Eardisland in Bloom has now paid £50 to hire the plot for a 
year and the initial turf turnover should, by the time you read this, have taken 
place, with the area then being covered for the winter. We are really keen for this 
allotment to be used by as many youngsters in the parish as possible but expect it 
to take quite a time before evidence of progress can be seen. We would still like to 
see more children coming forward wanting to take up a share of the plot, but 
would remind you that the area is solely for use by those aged under 16 years, 
who must be accompanied on site by a parent or guardian. Ben Woodcock is 
overseeing this project and any person interested in further information should 
contact him direct or come through myself on 388097.  

It is very pleasing to report that we have received two or three very 
exciting opportunities to host events in the spring / summer of next year. One will 
be a plant swop or sale. Many of us sow seeds in Spring and then find we have an 
excess of one flower but not enough of another, so it is hoped that this event will 
help out the growers amongst us, who will also be able to enjoy a chat with each 
other over a cup of tea and cake. The second idea is to host a ‘Bee Keeping Day’ 
where those interested will be able to get up close and personal with a working 
hive, safe in the knowledge that you will be wearing a provided bee keeping suit! 
Discussions are on going, but it is hoped there will be two sessions, one weekday 
aimed at non working adults, with another at the weekend for children and their 
parents.  We will have more on both topics in the next magazine.  

The E Team apart from setting aside most Thursday mornings for 
maintenance and planting also meet socially to make sure our local inn keepers 
are looking after their beer in the correct manner and to talk over future projects. 
At our last meeting in The Cross we had a record turnout of nine and enjoyed an 
excellent meeting, with the beer also getting the thumbs up. We are quite a 
friendly bunch and always welcome those with good ideas to join us. We next 
meet in The Swan on Monday 5

th
 December @ 7.30pm. You will be most welcome 

to attend. 
Phil Milchard, Eardisland in Bloom 
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EARDISLAND COMMUNITY SHOP 
 
As you may have noticed we have now reverted to our winter opening hours 
which are: 
 
Monday to Saturday: Open 8.00am     Close 4.00pm 
Sunday:                       Open 10.00am   Close 2.00pm 
 
The Dovecote will now be open for the same hours as the shop. 
 
For Xmas we will repeat some of the successes from last year. There will be the 
opportunity to order poultry from Marston Meats, vegetable boxes, also wreaths 
and plants from Suzanne. Order forms will be available from the shop. 
 We have bought in jute gift bags again in 2 and 3 jar sizes for you to pick 
and mix for gifts and we have a “Herefordshire Xmas Hamper” of local product 
which will retail at under £20. We have a sample on display in the shop and order 
forms will be available.  
 We have purchased a limited number of baskets for the hampers so it is 
strictly first come first served. 
 In the week leading up to Xmas all shoppers will get entry to a free prize 
draw to win a Herefordshire Xmas Hamper. 
 On Xmas Eve we will have mulled wine and mince pies by the Xmas tree. 
 
Xmas and New Year opening will be as follows: 
 
  Saturday 24th        8am to 1pm 
  Sunday 25th          Closed 
  Monday 26th         Closed 
  Tuesday 27th         10am to 2pm 
  Wednesday 28th   10am to 2pm 
  Thursday 29th       10am to 2pm 
  Friday 30th            10am to 2pm 
  Saturday 31st        10am to 2pm 
  Sunday 1st Jan      Closed 
  Monday 2nd Jan    10am to 12 noon 
 

Normal winter hours to resume from Tuesday 3rd January 
  
The Committee wishes all our volunteers and customers a very merry Xmas and a 
happy and healthy New Year. 
 
Albert Sheffield, for Eardisland Community Shop Association.   01544 388984 
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DO YOU KNOW WHAT A FOOTPATH IS? READ ON! 
 
There appears to be some uncertainty regarding the "status" of footpaths in 
Eardisland parish which, as an ex-footpaths’ officer, I feel should be cleared up. 

Many years ago all parishes were asked to submit to the local authority 
details of paths which had a tradition of long usage and were still in common use 
at that time. These were then registered as "Rights of Way", i.e. everyone has a 
legal right to use them. All of these are marked on the large-scale maps in our car 
park and in the Village Hall. Any paths which were not registered at that time 
were, or are, simply paths which might be used at the landowner's discretion, but 
equally could be closed to public use should the landowner wish to do so. They are 
widely referred to a permissive paths. 

As an example of the above, the path leading from the centre of the 
village towards the weir on the R. Arrow is a registered Right of Way, and is 
numbered ED7. On the north side of the river, however, the path from the gate 
below the bridge on Broome Lane towards the weir is NOT a Right of Way, and the 
landowner has the legal right to close it should he wish : the fact that he has 
kindly not done so should therefore particularly be borne in mind by those using 
it, and they should have regard for that kindness by keeping dogs under control 
and avoiding damage to crops. 

I have written this hopefully to clarify any uncertainties and after 
consultation with the parish's footpaths' officers to whom any queries should be 
referred, i.e. Derek Wareham and Chris Watson. 

Graham Simpson 
 

BIRD NESTING BOXES 
 
As a possible aid to retaining the village’s ‘In Bloom’ Gold Award in 2012, I would 
like to suggest the installing of nesting boxes for small birds around the village on 
suitable sites. Many readers will already have these, but there is probably space 
enough for several more, both in gardens and public spaces. 
 I have made boxes of this type to the plans used by the RSPB in the past, 
with 100% usage, although not every box in every year. I am happy to offer to 
make more for any parishioner to the same pattern: they are usually used by blue 
tits, but can be designed for slightly larger birds such as robins and great tits. They 
will cost £5.50 (with no profit being made), and be guaranteed to last for 5 years, 
my own ones having been in place for ten years. Please phone me on 01544 
388641 if you would like one - I have a spare one ready for inspection by potential 
customers. 
 Please note - The potential users normally start vetting these potential 
homes in January and February, so they should be installed by early January at the 
latest. 

Graham Simpson  
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NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 
 
Speed Restriction Enforcement in Eardisland 
Eardisland is still a PACT priority for speed enforcement and the campaign 
continues. The contribution of the NW team and the future direction of this 
campaign will be discussed and reviewed at the 24 November meeting of the 
Parish Council. 
 
Kington Rural Police Team 
It is excellent news that PC Jo Ellis has returned to work. It was so good to see her 
presence and that of CSO Dick Allford around the village last week. 
 
Partners and Communities Together (PACT) comes to Eardisland! 
PACT meetings, which had previously been held monthly in Kington, have been 
suspended in that format and re-organised on a more local basis. The Kington 
Rural policing team have established a series of surgeries at Shobdon, Weobley, 
Lyonshall, and Pembridge. These surgeries offer an opportunity for police to meet 
local residents in an informal way so that concerns and information can be 
exchanged and local priorities established. 

The NW Team are pleased to announce that monthly PACT meetings will 
be introduced to Eardisland from November onwards. The first surgery was held 
on a trial basis on Thursday, 10 November from 3.00 - 4.00pm when the local 
police team were present at our Village Shop. The following surgeries are planned 
for Thursdays from 3.00-4.00pm at the Village Shop on: 
8 December 2011 
5 January 2012 
2 February 2012 
If you have any concerns please share them with the local police team at this 
time. 
 
Call new telephone number 101 to contact West Mercia Police! 
From 8 November onwards you can dial 101 when you want to contact your local 
police to report less urgent crime or disorder and for general police enquiries. For 
example: 

 If your car has been stolen 

 If your property has been damaged 

 To report a minor traffic collision 

 To give police information about crime in your area 
By adopting 101 it will make it easier for people to report crime and ease the 
pressure on the 999 system. Calls from landlines and mobile networks should cost 
15 pence per call, no matter what time of day or how long you are on the phone. 
The service is available 24 hours a day, and 7 days a week. 
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If you happen to be deaf, hard of hearing or have a speech impairment then you 
can access the same service via textphone on 18001 101. 

In an emergency, always call 999 if there is a crime in progress, if 
someone suspected of a crime is nearby, when there is danger to life or when 
violence is being used or threatened. 
 
Seasonal Crime Trends 

1. Theft in Eardisland ! 
Two men entered a farm building in Eardisland in an attempt to steal a 
number of large metal structures. The offenders were in the act of placing 
these items into a white Transit van when they were startled by a local 
witness. As a result the two offenders jumped into the van and made good 
their escape. Police later located the vehicle in Leominster and the items 
intended for scrap were positively identified by the victim. Two men have 
been charged with the offence of theft and bailed to appear at Hereford 
Magistrates court. 
2. Gully Cover Thefts 
There has been a significant rise in metal across that area as scrap metal is 
currently fetching upwards of £200 per ton. Recently a vigilant member of the 
Pembridge NW team reported a suspicious vehicle which he thought 
contained a number of metal drain covers. The police chased the vehicle 
across the county recovering 19 drain covers and arresting three people who 
were charged with the offences. 

 
Police Warning After Car Key Burglaries 
As the evenings begin slowly to draw in, West Mercia Police is urging local 
residents to review their night-time security measures to keep their property safe 
and secure. Burglary numbers remain relatively low in West Mercia, but there has 
been a recent spate of car key burglaries across the force. Local residents can 
reduce their chances of being targeted by taking a few simple steps to keep 
themselves and their property safe:  

 Lock windows and doors before going to bed. 

 Don't leave your front door unlocked for relatives who are out and about - it is 
much safer to give them a key.  

 West Mercia Police has an active operation in place to target car key burglars 
but you can help by keeping your car keys safe at night and out of reach of your 
letterbox. 

 A well-lit home gives the impression that someone is at home. Leave a light on 
while you are out during the evenings.  

 If you have a garage for your car please use it. 

 Don't leave side gates open or unlocked. 
If you have been a victim of crime you need to report the matter to police as soon 
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as possible. Neighbours can help each other out by keeping an eye on each 
other’s properties when they are away on holiday or by reporting any suspicious 
vehicles or activity in your area. Make a note of number plates, for example. For 
more home security advice, visit: www.westmercia.police.uk/advicecentre 

 
Rogue Traders not welcome in Herefordshire  
West Mercia Police is reminding residents of the dangers posed by doorstep 
strangers offering to do work on the home or garden. 
If there is a stranger at your house, before you open the door think Stop, Chain, 
Check: 
STOP and think before you open the door - if you don't know who is calling, don't 
open the door. 
Put on your door CHAIN if you do decide to open the door. 
CHECK the person's ID and make sure you are completely confident about who the 
person is before you open the door to them.  
Such incidents are relatively rare in the county and everyone needs to be on their 
guard. Advice is clear - don't accept work from strangers knocking on your door. 
They will often use intimidating behaviour to convince you to have work done that 
is usually not needed, the end result will be sub-standard, costing much more than 
the original quote. 
Householders should: 

 Taking advice from family, friends or reputable traders to check if the work 
really needs doing. 

 Obtain several quotes and make sure the quote you accept is in writing.  

 Ask for details of previous satisfied customers and contact them.  

 Only use businesses that have an address and landline number, not just a 
mobile telephone number.  

 Look to use businesses that are registered as part of a trade organisation - this 
can give you more protection if things go wrong.  

 If you have concerns about a business or tradesperson, check with Trading 
Standards at Herefordshire Council before engaging their services.  

 Keep your door shut and locked, using a spy-hole, door chain or window to 
check who is outside. 

 Do not open the door if you don't recognise or are not expecting a caller. 

 Avoid keeping large amounts of cash at home. 
If you see anything suspicious or suspect a rogue trader is at your door call the 
police on 101 immediately. 

 
 

Keith Mitchell (Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator) 
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RECTOR’S LETTER 
 
It is always strange to write for Christmas in the middle of November. Yet as I 
prepare for Remembrance Sunday, it seems appropriate to reflect on sacrifice and 
giving. Remembrance Sunday is about the sacrifice of the many who fought, 

suffered and died that we might live free. It is often said 
that the best way to honour the fallen is to live well, and 
act so it never happens again. The act of remembering is 
both to honour them, but also “the one who does not 
remember history is bound to live through it again”. And 
let’s not forget they considered us worthy enough of their 
sacrifice. 

Christmas too tells of how God in Jesus chose to 
sacrifice the safety of Heaven and the companionship of 
the Trinity to come to us as a fragile baby. His mission, 
not only to show us what human life could be like, but 

also to die. To die that we might have true liberty. To die that we might have Life, 
His eternal life. We think of that at Easter, of course, yet it is part of Christmas. 
The presents we give at Christmas remembers the Gift of Love God gave us in that 
fragile baby, and yet they have taken over the celebrations. This year I encourage 
you to think what and how God gave to us – His sharing of His Life with us. And 
instead of calculating how much money to spend on your loved ones, think how 
best to show your love to them. Think about time and experiences shared. Think 
about words softly shared. Think about how to lift a person’s heart and spirit. 

Consider too in the Christmas story the response of those who received 
the baby Jesus, His parents, the shepherds, and the Wise Men. Learn from them to 
look with wonder at both the gifts you receive, and the Giver, and allow yourself 
to receive the love in which it was given. 

In these ways we will be honouring not only God and His gift of Love, but 
also those inspired by His example who live out Christmas. When we capture 
something of that essence, we might start to live more generously and caring for 
the rest of the year. “Scrooge … becomes a model of generosity and kindness, 
towards his nephew, his neighbours, and even the Cratchits. …Many laughed to 
see this alteration in him, but he let them laugh and little heeded them, for he 
knew that no good thing in this world ever happened, at which some did not have 
their fill of laughter. His own heart laughed and that was quite enough for him. 
And it was always said of him that he knew how to keep Christmas well if any man 
alive possessed the knowledge."  

I, and Val, wish you every blessing this Christmas and for the forthcoming 
New Year. And I pray for peace and joy throughout the holiday season.  

Rob 
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The PCC and the Church look forward to the Rededication Service 7:00pm on 
Thursday, 1

st
 of December and hope you can join us. Please come and look around 

and enjoy the new look! 
 
After the Church refurbishment, I will be holding my drop-ins in the Church on 
Tuesday mornings, except for the first Tuesday of the month when there is the 
Social Coffee Morning in the Village Hall.  

Rob 
 
 
 

Benefice of Kingsland with Eardisland, Aymstrey & 
Leinthall Earles 

 

Is looking for a Part Time Administrator to assist the Rector. 
 
We are seeking someone to work approximately 3 hours per week who has:- 

 Good keyboard & computer skills 

 Preferably with a good knowledge of the Church of England or the 
willingness to learn  

 Who will work on a self employed basis 

 Who will work within the ethos of the Church of England 

 Who will keep confidentiality 
 
The duties will include:- 

 Preparing documents  such as news/pew sheets 

 Arranging meetings, visits etc 

 Helping to maintain the Rector’s diary 

 Preparing & issuing request for fees for the benefice 

 Liaising with churchwardens and Treasurers  
 
Pay is £100 pcm. The post is for 1 year. 
 
Written Applications with CV to Reverend Rob Taylor, Rector, at The Rectory, 
Kingsland, Nr Leominster, Herefordshire, HR6 9QW 
 

To be received by 31
st

 December 
Interviews: Mid January 

Start Date: February  2012 
 
 
 



THE CHURCH RENOVATION WORK; OUR VISITORS’ REACTIONS 
 

Visitor access to the church interior has been restricted to the chancel for eight 
months (March to October).  This article records a few visitors’ written comments 
and how donations have been affected. 
 
A small selection of visitors’ comments: 
 
Hope all goes well with the restoration. Keep up the good work.  Best wishes from 
all at St.John’s, Windlesham. 
Jackie and Colin Aylett, Windlesham, Surrey. 
Thank you for saving a national treasure. 
 Steven Hutchins, London 
English resolve at its finest. 
Scott and Alexis Shute, North Carolina, USA. 
How brave to take on such a huge task! 
Heather and Douglas Renshaw, Hewood, Dorset. 
Peaceful, tranquil.  Look forward to returning when renovations completed. 
Davies and Baker families, Pontypridd 
I’m in search of England: I think perhaps I’ve found it! 
Bob Douglas, Chester. 
Thank you for making the effort to keep open while all the work is under way. 
 R.Blaney, London. 
Thank you for preserving this beautiful church. 
 Donna Deloach, Florida, USA 
We are eternally grateful to parishes like yours for keeping these amazing 
churches in good condition and, above all, open for all to enjoy. 
Caroline and Tim Nevdegg, Cambridge. 
We came especially to see your progress.  We’ll be back to see it all finished. 
 Linda Davies and Francis Burnett, Aberdor, Powys. 
We are inspired to find our common heritage is in the safe hands of you good 
people. 
John and Maria Williamson, Perth, Western Australia.  
This church is part of our family history,  Thank you for preserving it. 
Robert and Elizabeth Dolman, Taft, Cambridgeshire. 
 
NOTE;  This last comment accompanied by a gift-aided cheque for £50. 
 
The above is only a small selection of scores of similar comments from the past six 
months. 

Clearly the conservation of Eardisland Church is of significance to people 
worldwide, not just our local community. 
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How donations have been affected 
 
Visitor donations are a crucial element of annual church finances and the 
exhibitions are an  effective medium for engaging visitors’ attention.  It can be 
calculated that church income has benefited by some £24,000 additional 
donations since the exhibitions began in 1997. 

I was concerned that donations could drop by as much as 60% this year 
and suggested that a prominent board explaining what we were doing could be 
installed in the chancel.  This was accepted and the board was paid for by the 
Millennium Fund on the basis that the conservation work was of general 
community benefit.  The board particularly stressed the value of gift-aiding 
donations wherever possible. 

My impression is that the board had the desired effect.  This impression 
was conveyed by visitors’ comments, the increase in the percentage of gift-aided 
donations and the considerably lower percentage drop than I had feared. 
 
In round terms the figures for March to October are as follows: 
 
     2010     2011 
Total donations     £1700   £1100 
Including gift-aided 
amount of       200                         200  
Gift-aided percentage      12%                                   18%  
Gross total including tax 
reclaimed   £1740    £1140 
 
Percentage drop is therefore 35%:  far less than the 60% I had feared. 
We look forward to a new era in 2012. 

Barry Freeman 
 
EARDISLAND CHURCH FLOWER GUILD 
 
After 19 years of ‘Running the Show’, Pat Roche is stepping down as organiser of our Flower 
Guild but will still remain as a member of the group. Every week flowers are arranged in our 
Church. Easter, Harvest and Christmas together with weddings, baptisms and funerals are 
all catered for and Pat has been responsible for all the organisation that is  required -  the 
rota of flower arrangers, the preparation, the watering regularly and generally looking after 
everything behind the scenes and we want to say a very big ‘thank you’ to her for all her 
dedication and commitment. Everything that she has done has been much appreciated by 
us all. However, she feels that the time has now come to hand over this leadership and 
another guild member, Esther Simpson, has very kindly offered to take on this role and we 
all look forward to working with Esther in the future. 

Wendy Priday 
Eardisland Church Flower Guild 
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ROOTS AND FRUIT 
 

 

The threatening 
clouds attempted to 
put a dampner on the 
day, but managed only 
a light shower before 
the gates opened on 
Roots and Fruit , 
Kingsland's first ever 
community apple 
juicing event on 
Saturday 8

th
 October 

2011. As a community, 
Kingsland was also 

celebrating the contribution the village school has made to the community over 
the 200 years since the foundation of church schools.  
  
Painting, literary and cooking competitions received literally hundreds of entries 
from the school - a real headache for the judges.   
 
Eardisland Village Band played two sets on the Green in the morning, adding to 
the special atmosphere of the day with a lovely and very appropriate selection of 
tunes. 
 
The sun came out for the many children’s (and mothers’) races, allowing apple-
bobbing to be a hugely entertaining spectator sport… 
 
Hundreds of litres of apple juice were pressed - what a success. 
 
And the day was rounded off with a hog roast and ceilidh at the village hall to 
complete the celebrations. 
  
It was a true community event, welcoming families and friends from far and wide - 
and from our neighbouring village of Eardisland, too. How wonderful to get 
together to support both each other and our fabulous school and all it does for the 
'roots' of our community - leaving us all to enjoy the ‘fruit’! 
 

Kingsland Millennium Green Trust 
  
Rather fuzzy picture of Eardisland Village Band in action.  
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A TRIP TO MALTA 
← Photo: Valetta Grand Harbour 

In the last week of October, Ruth 
and I spent a week in Malta - our 
first visit. Valetta is the capital, 
said to be the smallest in the 
world, around 1km by 800m, and 
is built within a slender peninsular 
jutting out into the 
Mediterranean. This was our base, 
and a good one too. Sicily is 

around 60km to the north, and if you travelled due south you would end up in 
Libya, or in Tunisia if you wisely decided to go west. 
 Malta has been a significant place for many centuries. It lies slightly to the 
south of the main sea trade route from the east to the west via the Mediterranean 
to Gibralter and the Atlantic Ocean. Human settlements have been found that pre-
date the building of the Egyptian pyramids by some three thousand years, and 
settlement has been present just about ever since. 
 In Maltese folklore, the ‘Great Siege of Malta’ (1565), when the Ottoman 
Turks tried to gain the island with huge military power and were defeated by the 
numerically inferior Maltese and others, stands as a milestone. Most of us, 
though, probably associate Malta best with the second World War and its 
courageous stand against constant bombing by the axis forces. It turned out to be 
vital as a supply base in the North Africa camaign. 
 It’s an odd experience visiting: so Mediterranean in character, but so 
British at the same time, with traditional red phone and postboxes. The language 
is Malti - a mix of various influences including Arabic, although almost everyone 
speaks reasonable English in Valetta. Being built on a hilly peninsular, walking 
around falls into two main categories: up and down, and can be very steep - quite 
a few streets are stepped. The weather was vary acceptable in October with 
temperatures of around 24°C during the day, but it gets very hot in summer. 
 There was plenty to do in Valetta alone, with excellent museums, 
exhibitions and art galleries. We did manage to visit friends who now live on Gozo, 
an island to the north-west. Travelling across Malta by bus, it seemed remarkably 
populated with charming old villages and quiet backways. The industrial bits are 
the usual scraggy hinterland that despoils the landscape. Gozo is greener and 
generally with a more relaxed atmosphere, although Malta is pretty laid-back to 
start with. The locals we met were extremely helpful and friendly; crime is 
minimal. Prices are about the same as the UK in Valetta, and somewhat lower in 
the countryside. 
 Overall, it was a most enjoyable break and highly recommended. Let me 
know if you want any information. 

Chris Bivand 
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EARDISLAND BOWLING CLUB 
 
Eardisland Bowling Club 
The club is expecting the result of its planning application for new changing rooms 
at any time, Herefordshire Council now being satisfied with the plans. Hopefully by 
this time next year we can start the work, subject of course to a lottery grant. 

This report has been written before our latest fundraiser, an evening of 
entertainment featuring top comedian Andy Oakley. It is pleasing to report that all 
tickets were sold three weeks in advance of the show and the bowling club would 
like to thank all those in the parish who supported it. 
 
Joint PCC & Eardisland Bowling Club event 
Both organisations are working together to host a major event in St Mary the 
Virgin Church, here in Eardisland on Saturday 11th February ’12 @ 7.30pm. This 
will feature Hereford Rail Male Voice Choir, who are twenty six strong. Many of 
the choir also sing with Hereford Police Choir, which did so well on BBC television 
a year or so ago, when they competed in Choir of the Year.  The Rail Choir, so 
named as they practice in Hereford Rail Social Club, recently sang at the new 
Shrewsbury Theatre before a sell out audience and to secure them to appear in 
Eardisland is quite an achievement. This will be the first time since the church’s 
major refurbishment that it has opened its doors to such an event, but it is hoped 
to be the first of many. This event will sell out and we ask you to please make a 
note in your 2012 diaries. We are still in the early planning stages but news of how 
to secure tickets will be in the January magazine as well on the notice boards and 
parish website. 

Phil Milchard 

EARDISLAND BOWLING CLUB 
 
Mavis and Doug Tantrum wish to 
thank everyone who attended, 
donated or helped at their "Open 
Garden & Train Running Day" at 
Black Barns, Eardisland, on Sunday 
18th September. The weather was 
fairly favourable and a superb day 
was enjoyed by all especially the 
food from the all-day barbecue (well 
done David) and the gorgeous home 
made cakes provided by club 
members.The grand amount of £516 
was raised towards the new build 

project of the facilities at the 
Eardisland Bowling Club. The 
planning application is now 
complete and has been accepted at 
Hereford so we are just waiting on 
the Planning Committee with eager 
anticipation to see if permission is 
granted in order for grants to be 
applied for. By the end of the year 
we hope that the fund raising will 
have reached £10,000 . Well done all 
and keep the momentum going. 

Mavis and Doug Tantrum 
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EARDISLAND MEMORIES by PAUL SELFE 
 
Our knowledge of the social history of Eardisland has been enhanced over the past 
two or three months by information provided from several sources. 

John Woodward visited the village recently having lived here between 
1943-45 as a young child when his father was training to be a pilot at Shobdon. He 
lived with his mother in the White Swan when Nesta and Stan Bishop were the 
publicans and then in Court Farm which was owned by Chris and Barbara Morgan. 
He attended the village school when Mrs Davies was Head. (Tom Wood, the 
teacher in charge since 1901, had died in 1941). Mrs Davies who had been a 
teacher in the school since 1914 retired in 1948. She lived in Adlen House where 
her husband and later their daughters Margaret (known as “Margaret Post Office”) 
and Megan, ran the post office there.  John Woodward was only 4 years old when 
he arrived and spent his time in “the little room” in which the older girls looked 
after the younger children. He recalls a party held in the big barn at Court House 
Farm which may have been celebrating V.E. day – the highlight of which was 
having an orange as a treat (he had already been given a parsnip and told that it 
was a banana). The greengrocer who probably provided the treats was Harry Jones 
who used to go through the village quite regularly. On one occasion John 
remembers being taken with a group of others on a trip to his house in Wales in 
the back of his small Austin pickup lorry, quite an adventure for the children. 

Interestingly, he recalls visits to Hinton Manor where the Eckley family 
lived, farming their estate, having been there since the 1920s. He remembers, too, 
playing on the motte and being pushed by skaters on a chair when the water in the 
moat froze over in a hard winter. Like so many local children of the period he spent 
summer days playing by the river and swimming in the ford.  

John has kindly provided a very interesting aerial photograph of the 
village taken by Donovan C Wilson (labelled The Intercity Air Service Ltd Hereford). 
This will be framed and hung in the Dovecote. It will be accompanied by a book of 
poems written by his mother, who published under her maiden name, Kathleen 
Partridge (this will be seen in the history display case). Interestingly, the photo 
appears to show the fuselage of a Horsa glider in the garden of the White Swan. 
Further research is being undertaken to discover more about this.  

John raises a very interesting question with regard to his mother’s poetry. 
There has been a belief that Patience Strong, the popular poet of the inter and 
post war years, may have lived in Eardisland during the second war. However, he 
wonders whether in fact it was his mother, Kathleen, rather than Patience Strong, 
who was the local author, writing and publishing her work in this period whilst 
based in the village. She wrote a poem each day which was published in the Daily 
Sketch and others appeared regularly in Woman’s Weekly. Since Patience Strong 
was also writing regular poems for the Daily Mirror and Woman’s Own in the same 
post war period. It is easy to see how confusion could have occurred.  
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John put us in touch with Diane Malone (nee Beswick) who also lived for a 
short time in the village after the war. She too lived in the White Swan with her 
mother, since her father was based in Shobdon. She had many happy memories of 
life there; the garden was her playground (which included the glider and some pigs 
near the kitchen door). She spent enjoyable hours, with her friends, in the school 
playground, the local meadows and, of course, the ford.  

She recalls that Stan Bishop lived in Knapp House after leaving the White 
Swan. He initially appeared to her as a gruff and fierce figure, but was someone 
whom she later got to know as being more warm-hearted than she had thought 
and eventually, she even “had the privilege to play crib with him”. Her father 
played cricket for an RAF team and his claim to fame was that in one match he 
bowled out the great Australian Test playing all rounder Keith Miller. Diane retains 
her contact with Eardisland and Pembridge to which she returns on a fairly regular 
basis. 

The other information received recently is from Andrew Davies. He has 
kindly provided, for inspection, a file compiled by his late father, Howard, giving 
details of the men listed on the village war memorial. This was a very thorough and 
detailed research project and it is hoped that a summary of the findings can be 
compiled and made more widely available in due course. 

The file provides details of the background of the men who died and in 
some cases details of the occasion of the battle in which they were lost. There is 
also information about their social background, where they lived and where they 
are buried. For example, the story of Donald Jeffrey Clayton from Eardisland is 
particularly poignant. He was aged 17 when he died on Friday 23

rd
 October 1943 

aboard HMS Charybdis. This cruiser had been launched on 17
th

 September 1940. 
She had been mine laying and escorting aircraft carriers, especially in supplying 
food for Malta. It was whilst on patrol in the English Channel that she met her end. 
At 1.38am the German Elbing T23 sighted HMS Charybdis a few miles off northern 
Brittany. Charybdis had picked it up and was swinging to port but was hit by a full 
salvo of six enemy torpedoes. The first caused her boiler to flood; the second 
wiped out the electricity supply. Thirty minutes later the bulkheads gave way. She 
sank at 2.30am. Only 107 of the crew were saved; 460 men lost their lives, the 
biggest single loss of the war. Donald Clayton who went to school in the village is 
buried in St Peter Port (Foulon) cemetery. He was the foster son of Mrs Amy 
Barrington who lived in one of the cottages on the bridge, close to the war 
memorial. 

It is ironical, perhaps, that we must place the warm memories of 
Eardisland portrayed by John Woodward when he came to the village in 1943 with 
the sad fact that it is just possible that someone he may have met as he crossed 
the bridge to play by the river was on his way to join the Charybdis. 

The work undertaken by Howard Davies will be an invaluable addition to 
the history of Eardisland. We are always grateful to correspondents for memories 
and details of life in the village as times have changed. 
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Fuselage of Horsa Glider seen in back garden of the White Swan (1940s) 
  
 IN YEARS GONE BY 

 

       
By the end of my last contribution to 
this publication [No.127, September 
2011] the Sale by Auction of Arrow 
Lawn, then known as “The New 
House”, had taken place at the Bull 
Inn here in Eardisland. Mr Stephen 
Haywood had contracted for the 
purchase from Mr James Fencott 
and an Agreement was signed on 
16

th
 November 1825. So far so good, 

but....... 
 
       The Agreement of 16

th
 

November was mentioned within 

what appears to be a copy of what a 
local Solicitor wrote to Counsel in 
London seeking guidance on the 
legal technicalities which had arisen 
from the circumstances described. It 
is admirably succinct and there is 
nothing to be gained from quoting 
only parts of it or attempting a 
paraphrase. The full wording is:  
       The agreement is not under seal. 
At the time mentioned in the 
Agreement for the completion of the 
purchase Mr Haywood attended 
with the purchase money but the 
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Vendor was unable at that time to 
make out a Title but offered the 
possession of the premises which Mr 
Haywood refused to accept. At the 
same Meeting the time for making 
out the title was verbally extended 
nine days by which time Mr 
Haywood then declared if the Title 
was not satisfactorily made out the 
agreement should be void and he 
would not have anything to do with 
the premises. No Abstract was 
delivered to Mr Haywood till the 
expiration of the above nine days 
when Mr Haywood refused to accept 
it. In consequence of Mr Haywood’s 
refusal a Bill was filed against him by 
Mr Fencott to compel a specific 
performance of the agreement but 
before the time arrived at which it 
was necessary to put in an answer 
Mr Haywood died - Mr Haywood did 
not do any Act to confirm the 
Contract on the contrary he was 
exceedingly anxious to get rid of it 
altogether. Mr Haywood died on the 
23

rd
 Sept last having made his Will of 

which the following is a Copy. 
       The Will is quoted in full: it was 
dated 6

th
 May 1826. 

       The document from which I have 
been quoting continues with detail 
of the situation since the death of 
Mr Stephen Haywood, initially 
pointing out that William Haywood, 
his brother, was his heir at Law. The 
non-completion of the purchase of 
Newhouse et al had made some 
bequests impossible to put into 
effect...more advice from Counsel 
was needed. It then turns back to 

the situation regarding Newhouse 
and the long-suffering Mr Fencott: 
       Mr Fencott was exceedingly 
anxious to have the purchase 
completed and threatens to file a Bill 
of Revivor against the 
representatives of Mr Haywood to 
compel them to do so- On the other 
hand the representatives are anxious 
to get rid of the Contract altogether 
and would gladly sacrifice the £100 
mentioned in the agreement to do 
so- Mr Wm Haywood who is not only 
Heir at Law but also the Heir 
according to the custom of the 
Manor of Eardisland of Mr 
S.Haywood is also very anxious that 
the Contract with Mr Fencott should 
be performed and the premises paid 
for out of the personal Estate as in 
that case he has been advised that 
the Estate will go to him. The Will 
has not yet been proved. 
       The document from which I have 
been quoting is not itself dated, nor 
have I seen any record of the 
outcome of the matter. However 
another source tells us that he died 
on 23

rd
 September 1826 and so the 

document must post date that. 
       However long it took, and 
whatever the detail was [e.g. How 
and when was Fencott paid the 
purchase monies?] it can be implied 
that at least part of Stephen 
Haywood’s Will was put into effect 
and New House became the 
property of his beneficiaries. 
 
To be concluded. . . 

George Alderson 
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WEATHER REPORT 
 

September and October continued the dry theme of the year; 
though the last week in October did produce some very 
welcome rain. Even so, the total for the month (58.1mm) was 
somewhat below normal. September, with only 36.7mm, was 
well below the expected amount. Since both November and 
December 2010 were both drier (and colder!) than normal 
we have just completed a very dry twelve months period 
with only 500mm of rain compared with around 640mm 

which would be normal. 
 The most remarkable feature of both September and October were the 
high temperatures which were recorded (especially in Eastern England). On 
September 29

th
 the temperature at Gravesend in Kent was 28.5°C - a figure also 

repeated at Cambridge. This was the warmest September day since 1895. On the 
first of October both Gravesend and Cambridge peaked with 29.9°C. Next day the 
warm air drifted northward and on 3

rd
 October the figure for York was 30°C. This 

was the hottest October day ever recorded in the United Fingdom since detailed 
temperatures were first kept on a regular basis over a wide area at the beginning 
of the 19

th
 century. 

 Herefordshire did not reach these peaks. The temperatures in Eardisland 
on all three days was around 25°C, still well above what we would normally 
expect. 

Peter Glenn 
 

 
Grand Christmas Draw 2011 

 

This year’s Grand Christmas Draw is taking place on Monday 19
th

 December at 
2pm at St Michael’s Hospice.  If you would like to take part in this annual 
fundraising event, all you need to do is buy a ticket (for just £1) and ensure the 
stub is returned to the Hospice by noon of the 19

th
 December. 

 
Prizes include £1,000 cash (a sought-after first prize just before Christmas!), a 
year’s membership at Belmont Lodge Hotel & Golf Course, a luxury hamper, plus 
many more. 
 
The Events Team would also welcome any offers to sell tickets on behalf of the 
Hospice in your area.  For all information regarding the Grand Christmas Draw, 
please contact the Events Team on 01432 851000 or email 

events@st-michaels-hospice.org.uk 
 

  

mailto:events@st-michaels-hospice.org.uk
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SAMARITANS NEED YOUR HELP! 
 
By volunteering to be a Samaritan. By doing this you can help make a real difference to 
others. You will also make a real difference to yourself. 
 Maybe you feel you won’t be up to it. Relax. Everyone feels like  
that at first. You don’t need any formal qualifications or previous experience to be a 
Samaritan. You do need to be able to listen and not judge people By allowing them the time 
to explore and express their feelings. Are you 18 or over and able to give about 3 to 4 hours 
a week plus some time during the night once every few weeks? 

All sorts of people volunteer with Samaritans, say ’yes’ to joining 
us and we will be behind you all the way with the training and back up you need. 

Samaritans is available 24 hours a day to provide confidential  
emotional support for people who are experiencing feelings of  
distress or despair, including those which may lead to suicide. 
 
For an application form write to: 
 
Samaritans 
44A Berrington Street, 
Hereford.HR4 OBJ 
or Phone: 01432 269000 between 11.30 a.m and 9 p.m. 
 
SAME BUT DIFFERENT: A new locally made film about Herefordshire’s rural Equality and 
Diversity issues 
 
The Rural Media Company in Hereford is offering its latest project free of charge to 
community groups and organisations across the county. 

Funded by the Equality and Human Rights Commission (EHRC), Same But 
Different, explores the often hidden issues surrounding equality and diversity in rural areas. 

The free DVD is made up of 18 short testimonies covering topics on age, disability, sex, 

race, religion and belief, sexual orientation and gender reassignment. Each participant talks 

candidly about how being ‘the same but different’ has affected their lives in a poignant, 

entertaining and thought-provoking manner.  

The film helps us listen to these people and see something of their lives in Herefordshire. It 
lifts a veil on some of their inner thoughts and feelings to make us more aware of both their 
differences and similarities. Together the collection of films burst myths and reveal some 
surprising truths, demonstrating just how diverse our county really is. 

At the launch of SBD films earlier this year Jesse Norman MP for Hereford and 
South Herefordshire, said: "These films are little gems!  I'd like to see them shown at 
cinemas up and down the country." 

So if you would like to organise a screening of Same But Different in a local venue, 
please do get in touch. We can provide a free copy of the DVD with accompanying notes, 
the necessary equipment to screen the film, and the services of our project co-ordinator, 
Jeff Newsome, to attend and facilitate a discussion if you require. 
Please contact francescas@ruralmedia.co.uk or jeffn@ruralmedia.co.uk on 01432 344039.   

mailto:francescas@ruralmedia.co.uk
mailto:jeffn@ruralmedia.co.uk
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Light up a Life 2011 
 
‘Light up a Life’ services are held worldwide at Christmas time 
to remember and celebrate life.  Each light is dedicated to a 
loved one, whether in memoriam, to celebrate the gift of 
friendship or to mark a special occasion.  The lights lit by St 

Michael’s Hospice are also beacons for everything that St Michael’s stands for: 
giving care and support to local people with life-limiting illnesses and to their 
families and friends, in Herefordshire and the surrounding counties. 
 
This year services are being held at 27 locations around the county, which we 
hope will allow people to remember their loved ones at a venue closer to home.  
The Hospice website has full details of all Light up a Life services taking place 
between Saturday 19

th
 November and Monday 19

th
 December: www.st-michaels-

hospice.org.uk.  Dedication forms can be obtained from any St Michael’s Hospice 
charity shop, the venues hosting a service and the Hospice itself.  For further 
information contact the Fundraising Team on 01432 85100. 

http://www.st-michaels-hospice.org.uk/
http://www.st-michaels-hospice.org.uk/
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Christmas Day: Sunday 25
th

 December 

8.00 am Holy Communion  Leinthall Earles 

9.30 am Christmas Communion Eardisland 

10.30 am Family Communion Kingsland 

11.00 am Christmas Communion Aymestrey 
 

Sunday 1
st

 January 
11.00 am Benefice Communion Eardisland 
 

Sunday 8
th

 January 
8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) Kingsland 

9.30 am Matins Eardisland 

9.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) Aymestrey 

11.00 am Holy Communion Kingsland 
 

Sunday 15
th 

January 
9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

11.00 am Service of the Word Kingsland 

3.30 pm Holy Communion Leinthall Earles 

6.30 pm Holy Communion (BCP) Kingsland 
 

Sunday 22
nd 

January 
8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) Kingsland 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

11.00 am Holy Communion Kingsland 

6.30 pm Choral Evensong Kingsland 
 

Sunday 29
th 

January 
11.00 am Benefice Holy Communion Kingsland 
 

Sunday 5
th

 Febuary 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

9.30 am Family Service Kingsland 

11.00 am Holy Eucharist (BCP) Aymestrey 

11.00 am Matins Kingsland 

 
Tuesday Morning Drop-Ins, 10:00 – 11:30, will be in the Church, except for the first 
Tuesday of the month, when there is a social coffee morning in the Village Hall. 
 
  



 40 

CONTACTS 
EDITORIAL 

 
CHRIS BIVAND  Arrow Bank, Eardisland, Leominster, HR6 9BT 
     01544 – 388375 
   Email:  chrisbivand@bivand.freeserve.co.uk 
 

ADVERTISING 

For all matters relating to advertising in this magazine, please contact: 

 

PATRICIA GILL 

 01544 – 320364 

Email parishads@btinternet.com 

 
DISTRIBUTION MANAGER 

 
PHIL MILCHARD 

       01544 388097 
Email pmilchard@btinternet.com 

 
This edition of the Eardisland Parish Magazine was printed by 

Leominster Community Resource Centre 

 

Published by Eardisland Parish Council.  The Parish Council Liaison Officer is James Miller 
jmiller114@btinternet.com  01544-388454.  

 Views expressed are those of individual contributors and not necessarily those of 
Eardisland Parish Council. 

The Eardisland Parish Magazine is published by Eardisland Parish Council without inserts. 
The Eardisland Parish Magazine is posted online in pdf format: 

 
Please visit: www.eardisland.org.uk 

 
Unlike the printed version, most photographs and some advertisements appear in colour. 

You may need to download Adobe Acrobat reader, which you can find on the web by using 
Google. The program is entirely free. 

 
 

 

Copy date for the next edition of the Eardisland Parish Magazine: 
 

FRIDAY, 13
th

 JANUARY 2012 
 

mailto:chrisbivand@bivand.freeserve.co.uk
mailto:parishads@btinternet.com
mailto:pmilchard@btinternet.com
mailto:jmiller114@btinternet.com
http://www.eardisland.org.uk/

