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Eardisland Bowling Club chairman Phil Lynne and 2010 Commonwealth Games 
Men’s Single gold medal winner Rob Weale, during the opening ceremony of the 

club’s new premises.
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SERVICES AT CHURCH OF ST MARY THE VIRGIN, EARDISLAND 

 
Churchwarden:       Beryl Hoda, Arrow Lawn 
       Tel: 01544 388131   
Deputy Churchwarden:                      Richard Kirby 01544 388810  
Deputy Churchwarden and Treasurer:       Peter Brown 01544 388389 
Deputy Churchwarden and Organist:         Annette Blyth 01544 388241 
 
 

Please note that the following services are provisional as we are in a ‘Vacancy’. 
Please see the Prime Rota in the church porch for further details. 

 
 

 

Sunday 5
th

 May Holy Communion, 9.30am 
 

Eardisland 

Sunday 12
th

 May Matins, 9.30am 
 

Eardisland 

Sunday 19
th

 May Holy Communion, 9.30am  
Taize Meditative Service for 
Pentecost 6.30pm 
 

Eardisland 

Sunday 26
th

 May Holy Communion, 9.30am 
 

Eardisland 

Sunday 2
nd

 June Benefice Rogation Service, 11am 
 

A Kingsland 
Farm 

Sunday 9
th

 June Holy Communion, 9.30am 
 

Eardisland 

Sunday 16
th

 June Matins, 9.30am 
 

Eardisland 

Sunday 23
rd

 June Holy Communion, 9.30am 
 

Eardisland 

Sunday 30
th

 June Benefice Holy Communion 11am 
 

Eardisland 
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FROM THE REV JULIE READ (YOUR LOCUM PRIEST) 
 

Thank you for the warm welcome I have received and for 
making me part of your community .  Thank you too to all 
those who turned out to the Annual Church Meetings to say 
thank you to Beryl Hoda who has ably worked hard as your 
church warden over the last year, and for all the PCC and 
officers who have become an efficient team to build up the 
church community in this place. 
Thankfully May seems to have got off to a good start, so 
let’s hope it continues that way! We are starting the month 

in church with prayers for the farming community and for the land, and praying 
for warm rain to make the grass grow, and for signs of hope following the long, 
long hard winter. Do say some prayers for our farming community as you journey 
around. 
I really enjoyed in my first week here coming to the Riding Lights production in 
your church. It was very moving and you almost felt part of the difficult decisions 
that were made when the plague ended up in a Northern village, and they 
decided to cut themselves off from the rest of the world to stop the plague 
spreading! 
Another exciting date in church is on the evening of Sunday 19

th
 May at 6.30pm. 

It is the feast of Pentecost, or Whit Sunday, the birthday of the Church, and there 
will be an evening Taize Service. The church will be lit by candles, and you come 
and sit as these lovely chants that are composed in Taize in France are sung, and 
there are verses from the Bible and prayers and a special quiet. It really is 
something special and I hope a goodly number of you will come and be part of 
this. The community at Taize was set up by Brother Roger and is a place of 
reconciliation….. you can read about it on the web, by typing in Taize. But the 
music from Taize has gained popularity in its own right and services in the syle of 
Taize have become popular in places such as Eardisland where there is space! 
The process to appoint a new priest in charge is now in motion, and the 
applications should be in. There will be an opportunity for you to come and meet 
the candidates over at Kingsland Church on the evening of Tuesday 21

st
 May. 

Come and show your interest and play your part in the appointment. For more 
details of timing etc ask Beryl Hoda, your churchwarden. Let’s hope by the time I 
write again, it will be with news of that appointment.  
But for now you have me, and in the main I am around the group of parishes on 
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Sundays, although emergencies excepted.   I can be 
contacted on 07968 916783 or by e-mail on rev.julie@btinternet.com . Please 
feel free to contact me as and when you need to. 

With every blessing, Julie
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FRIENDS OF THE CHURCH OF ST MARY THE VIRGIN,  EARDISLAND 
 
Avid readers of our parish Magazine will remember that in  December of last year 
( 2012 ),  the Parochial Church   Council (PCC)  launched a new Friends Group in 
our Community called the” Friends Of Eardisland Church”.   To remind you, the 
purpose of the friends group is to assist in a variety of ways, and to secure the 
survival and continuing well- being of the Church.   Fundamental to the success of 
the” Friends Group” is that individuals, families and organisations join and 
commit themselves to giving help.   Help can be financial or practical, and be as 
much or as little, as a Friend wishes to give. 
  
At the time of publication of this article, we have a good nucleus of Friends, but 
many more are needed to join if we are going to make the concept of friends a 
success.   In this respect, can I ask those of you who have not yet committed, to 
come on board and join the group.  When the group is a little larger, we will 
invite the Friends to meet and adopt a more formal structure and also invite the 
group to begin to influence the PCC in matters concerning the Church, its 
appearance and management.  Our aims were publicised in the documentation 
delivered to you with the December 2012 edition of this magazine. 
  
In the hope that I can persuade you to become a “ Friend”, I am more than happy 
to spend time with you , at your convenience, to talk through the concepts and 
aims and to assist with paperwork as necessary. 
I look forward to hearing from you soon 

Richard Kirby 
PCC Member 01544 388810 

 
KINGSLAND CHURCH APPEAL 

 
 
Whatever your beliefs, Kingsland church is part of this areas special heritage. 

The Friends of St Michael’s & All Angels, Kingsland (SMAAAK) has been formed to 
raise money to refurbish and maintain the church building and churchyard for 
future generations to come. 
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It is a big challenge.... 

In the months to come a diverse range of fun events and activities for all ages will 
be happening in Kingsland church and other less formal venues. We hope you will 
help us by booking tickets, inviting friends and coming to Kingsland to see what is 
going on and get involved.  

The SMAAAK Launch event is on Tuesday 18th June. (Ask your churchwardens for 
more details)  Arrive for drinks and canapés at 6.30pm followed by a concert of 
Bach Sonatas & Partitas performed by Thomas Bowes (solo violinist) at 7.30pm. 
Tickets can be bought at the box office @ Kingsland Post Office or by email from 
info@SMAAAK.co.uk. So, get dressed up and join us for a dazzling night out to 
get things off to a great start.  

The first 50 Friends to join get a FREE ticket to the launch. These are already 
going very fast. To join the Friends costs just £20 for the year (£30 – couple, £35 - 
family, £5 - young person) and has lots of benefits including 10% off tickets and 
special discounts at participating businesses. 

The Restoration Appeal is aiming to raise £300,000 over the next 2 years!  

It is going to take a huge effort by a few people or a little effort by EVERYONE. So 
look out for new SMAAAK brochures that explain how you can help. If you want 
to do nothing that is fine too...Just buy a ‘Get out of Fundraising’ pass (price 
negotiable) for the year and no one will pester you! If you live outside the parish 
please support our efforts by passing on the news and attending events 
whenever you can. 

SMAAAK is a Charitable Incorporated Organisation and will be ensuring as much 
as possible of the recently published fundraising strategy is put into action.  

The objects of the Friends are: ‘ to raise funds for the restoration and 
maintenance of the beautiful and historic parish church of St Michael and All 
Angels and its churchyard in Kingsland, Herefordshire and to increase awareness 
of the building by promoting a diverse programme of complementary education, 
art and entertainment events both within St Michael’s and elsewhere’Extract 
from the SMAAAK constitution 

For further information email info@SMAAAK.co.uk or Tel: 07585 943290 
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EDITORIAL 
 
If your magazine contains any small (or large) errors, these can be solely blamed 
on me, as Chris Bivand is taking a short break for this issue. 
He was kind enough to lend me his joke book, but you’ll have to wait until July for 
tales of foreign travel. 
 
It’s been an experience receiving articles from all the people who contribute both 
time and effort to making our community tick over. A flurry of emails, notes 
through the door and phone calls all seem to have successfully come in my 
direction. Thanks to all contributors who put up with the change to the usual 
routine, it’s been said many times before, but it’s incredible just how much goes 
on in such a small parish. 
 
The events season is really starting to get busy, with the plant swap, annual 
Parish meeting and ladies night at the bowling club in May, then litter pick, 
twinning visit and open gardens in June. 
As Peter Glenn notes on page 27 we’ve just had the wettest twelve months for a 
quarter of a century, let’s hope this year is different and summer really has 
arrived. 
 

 Ben Woodcock
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EARDISLAND VILLAGE DIARY 2013 
 

Saturday 18
th

 May Plant swop/sale, VH, 10:30am – 3pm 

Thursday 23
rd

 May Annual Parish Meeting & Annual Meeting of the 
Parish Council, VH, 7.30pm 

Friday 31
st

 May Ladies Night, Bowling Club, 7pm 

Saturday 1
st

 June Litter Pick, 10am 

Saturday 1
st

 June Variety Show, VH 

Friday 14
th

 - Monday 17
th

 June Twinning Association visit to La Vieille Lyre 

W/E 22
nd

 + 23
rd

 June Open Gardens, Eardisland  

Thursday 27
th

 June Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Thursday 4
th

 July In Bloom Judging, 2pm 
Tea, Bowling Club,  3pm 

Friday 5
th

 July* Friday 19
th

 July 

Saturday 20
th

 July Train, Open Garden, BBQ, BlackBarns  

Thursday 25
th

 July Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Saturday 3
rd

 August Annual Barbecue at Hardwick House 

Monday 26
th

 August Duck Races, Millstream, 2:30pm 

Friday 6
th

 September* Friday 20
th

 September 

Saturday 7
th

 September Village Show 

Thursday 12
th

 September Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

W/E 21
st

 + 22
nd

 September Flower Festival, Church 

Thursday 24
th

 October Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Friday 15
th

 November* Friday 29
th

 November 

Saturday 23
rd

 November Eardisland Village Band and Friends, VH, 7.30pm 

Thursday 28
th

 November Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

 
Starred (*) dates in BOLD on the left are COPY DATES FOR THE EARDISLAND 
PARISH MAGAZINE. The corresponding dates in the right column are the 
expected distribution dates. 
 If you are planning an event, please check the distribution dates above 
and if in doubt err on the side of caution. It is better to advertise functions well in 
advance rather than miss a deadline. Please also bear in mind that we are always 
at the mercy of printing machinery, if something breaks down, the distribution 
date will inevitably be later.
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EARDISLAND CHURCH FLOWER GUILD 
 
A very big ‘Thank you’ to everyone who gave so generously to our Easter Lily 
Appeal which enabled us to decorate our Church with beautiful flowers to 
celebrate Easter Day whilst remembering our loved ones and giving thanks for 
special occasions in our lives. 
We raised over £200 and monies remaining after the purchase of the Easter 
flowers will be used for other special occasions in our Church calendar. None of 
this would be possible without your support and the wonderful talent and work 
of all our flower arrangers. 
Our sincere thanks to you all. 

 
Wendy Priday 

Eardisland Church Flower Guild 
 
 
 

 
 
KINGSLAND AND EARDISLAND FRIENDS OF ST MICHAEL’S HOSPICE  
 
Unfortunately the open gardens weekend in Kingsland, which was planned for 
the weekend of 15

th
 and 16

th
 June, has had to be cancelled as too few people 

volunteered to open their gardens.  However, the scarecrow competition will still 
go ahead as planned on this weekend. 
 
Our next event will be the annual coffee morning held at the Tea Rooms, 
Eardisland, on Wednesday 4

th
 September from 10am to 12 noon, which is an 

opportunity to raise funds, whilst enjoying meeting friends in Barry and 
Kathleen's garden, (we usually have good weather).  Please support us on this 
occasion if you are able.    
 

Dorothy Brown 388389 
Annie Mitchell  388605 
Beryl Hoda        388131  
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OPEN GARDENS WEEKEND 
 

Saturday 22
nd

 and Sunday 23
rd

 June 
 

11 am – 5 pm.   Admission £5 
 

Fifteen gardens will be open including 
 

Hardwick House and Lynch Court out of the village 
 

Tickets*  Refreshments*  Draw* 
Toilets   Car Parking 

 
All at the Village Hall 

 
For any enquiries please contact Richard Kirby 01544 388810 or  

Lotty James 01544 388207 
 
 

ADVANCE NOTICE FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

ANNUAL BARBECUE AT HARDWICK HOUSE 
 

Sat. 3
rd

 August 6-10 pm. Tickets £12, under 16 £7, under 5 free 
 

Price includes full BBQ meal, licensed bar, live music,  
grand draw and firework finale 

 
Enquiries as above please 
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NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 
 
Partners and Communities Together (PACT) in Eardisland 
 
PACT surgeries offer an opportunity for police to meet local residents in an 
informal way so that concerns and information can be exchanged and local 
priorities established. The next planned Thursday surgeries in 2013 will be held 
from 3.00-4.00pm at the Village Shop on 23 May, 20 June and 18 July.  
 
Speeding Traffic through Rural Villages 
 
As a result of continued pressure Leominster Rural police team recently decided 
to prioritise traffic speeding in local rural villages. Police teams set up speed traps 
in the villages of Luston and Wigmore during late April, and a number of speeding 
tickets were issued. 
In connection with our own village it has been evident that the large numbers of 
potholes in our roads has had a significant impact on vehicle speeds. A keen local 
resident has suggested that we might introduce an ‘Adopt a pothole scheme’ for 
interested groups in Eardisland!! 
 
Seasonal Crime Trends 
 
1. House burglary in an unoccupied bungalow in Luston 
 An unoccupied bungalow was broken into in early April and thieves 
 made off with a copper water cylinder and pipes, together with an 
 entire cast-iron wood burner.  
 
2. Theft from a house outbuilding in Kingsland  
 A forced entry was made into a locked outbuilding and the four wheels 
 from a Mitsubishi pick-up truck were stolen. 
 
3.  Theft of power tools across the area 
 There have been a number of break-ins to garages over the last month 
 or so. A great range of expensive power tools have been stolen including 
 Stihl chain saws, Bosch drills, routers, Honda petrol lawn mowers, etc. 
 *Please ensure your garage is locked each night and at least we can 
 reduce the likelihood of losses! 



11 
 

 
4.  Vehicles damaged in Leominster 
 At least seven vehicles were recently vandalised on a single Saturday 
 night in Leominster between 11.00-12.00pm. Each vehicle had its 
 driver’s side window targeted causing thousands of pounds worth of 
 damage in total. 
 
 
West Mercia Police Communities are getting safer 
 
The latest figures for the level of crime and anti-social behaviour have recently 
been published and show that Herefordshire is generally a safer place than it was 
one year ago. 
The Chief Constable of West Mercia reported that the involvement of partner 
agencies is contributing to the improving local picture. In particular he took time 
out to praise the efforts of the public, whether they give their time as volunteers 
such as Special Constables, street pastors or with Neighbourhood Watch, or 
simply do what they can to secure their homes and valuables and contact the 
police with any information they have about any suspicious activity. 
Although burglaries were greatly reduced across West Mercia, for some reason 
there was a 14.2% increase in burglaries in Herefordshire!! We must always be 
aware of the threat and keep a look out for each other. 
 
Action Fraud  
 
Just to remind you all that since 1 April the four police forces in the West 
Midlands region have joined a national scheme i.e. Action Fraud aimed at helping 
to tackle the growing problem of fraud, including internet-related scams. Action 
Fraud is the UK’s national fraud reporting centre which is to act as a central point 
of contact for all fraud related information. As well as looking for potential 
investigative leads it will act as a central intelligence unit, pulling together all 
reports of fraud aimed at identifying and disrupting organized crime teams. It will 
ensure that victims of fraud have a single point of reference and time can be 
spent more productively, conducting actionable investigations and trying to 
prevent scams, rip-offs and cons in the first place. 
 
Action Fraud can be contacted by phone on 0300 123 2040 
or through the internet via www.actionfraud.police.uk 

http://www.actionfraud.police.uk/
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Credit Card Scam 
 
It could start with a phone call from a delivery company called something like 
‘Express Couriers’ asking if you were going to be home as there was a package for 
you. An hour later a delivery man turned up with a beautiful basket of flowers 
and a bottle of wine but no gift card attached. The delivery man explained that as 
the gift contained alcohol there was a £3.00 ‘delivery charge’ and as proof he had 
actually delivered the package to an adult the charge had to be paid by debit or 
credit card so that all would be properly accounted for. 
The card was swiped on a ‘mobile credit card machine’ and the customer added 
the PIN and security number before a receipt was issued and handed over. Over 
the next three days £4,000 had been charged/withdrawn at various ATM 
machines in the region. The ‘mobile credit card machine’ had been able to create 
a ‘dummy’ version of the authentic card and could be used. 
Warning : Be wary of accepting any surprise or gift package, which you neither 
expected nor personally ordered, especially if it involves any kind of payment as a 
condition of receiving the package. Also, never accept anything if you do not 
personally know who the sender is. Above all, the only time you should give out 
any personal credit/debit card information is when you yourself initiated the 
purchase or transaction 
 
 

Keith Mitchell (Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator) 
 
 
 

Neighbourhood 
Watch 

Co-ordinator 

Keith Mitchell Arrow Lea 01544 388605 

 
 
 

Neighbourhood 
Watch Team 

Mike Coleburn 
Gerry Corfield  
Barry Freeman 
John Holding 
John Hope 
Brian Pollard 
Graham Simpson 
Ben Woodcock 

Upper Hardwick 
Broom Lane 
Holmlea 
Old Pearmain 
Lower Hardwick Fm 
Stephen’s Cottage 
Lyme Lane 
2 Orchard Cottages 

01544 388486 
01544 388575 
01544 388226 
01544 388176 
01544 388504 
01544 388915 
01544 388641 
01544 388976 
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EARDISLAND IN BLOOM 
 

It has been a busy couple of months for the E Team and despite the weather 
being mostly cold and miserable a great deal of work has been done, although 
some of this has been away from the public eye at the Children’s Allotment and 
on our feature display which will very soon be in position. By the end of the 
month with overnight frosts hopefully behind us, we will be able to plant up the 
more tender plants and bring a splash of colour to the village centre.  
We’re sure you’ll agree the ladies are doing a great job with the Twinning Garden 
which is a riot of spring bulbs. Perennials are being added all the time with the 
aim being a fire garden in the summer with red and orange colours in abundance. 
 
Plant Swop & Sale – Saturday 18

th
 May, 1030 – 1500. 

 
You may just have received this magazine in time to make this event which is 
being held in the village. This is a good opportunity to buy good plants at very 
reasonable prices whilst helping to fund our In Bloom activities. Light 
refreshments are also available.  
 
Litter Pick – Saturday 1

st
 June 

 
The planned litter pick on 23

rd
 March didn’t quite work out as planned as we 

work to find several inches of snow on the ground, but on the positive side no 
litter was found! However the conditions did not deter the eight volunteers who 
turned up and instead spent a couple of hours clearing hundreds of yards of 
snow from the footpaths. Thanks you once again for your brilliant efforts and to 
Jan at the Cross Inn for delicious free soup and rolls afterwards. A new date, 
Saturday 1

st
 June has been arranged for a second attempt, with all volunteers 

asked to meet outside the community shop at 10am. Reflective jackets, litter 
picks and rubbish sacks will be provided but please bring suitable gloves. Once 
again Jan is offering soup and rolls at the conclusion. Thank you Jan! 
 
Heart of England in Bloom Judging Day – Thursday 4

th
 July – 2pm  

 
This is the most important day in our calendar, when we host two judges and 
show them what has been achieved over the last twelve months and hopefully 
show them how stunning the village looks. We hope you will all support us by 
making sure front lawns are cut, hedges trimmed and not overhanging the 
footway and maybe displaying a colourful container.  
 
The route is likely to feature St Mary’s Walk as a community area, then on foot 
via the barns and balloon shop to the Twinning Garden, then both sides of the 
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River Arrow north of the bridge followed by a drive up to the junction with Green 
Elms before finishing at the bowling club. Once again the public is invited to greet 
the judges when they return from their tour by attending the bowling club by 
3pm. Hot drinks and biscuits will be provided free of charge. We hope as many of 
you as possible can make it. 
 
Tallest Sunflower Competition 
 
Seeds have been distributed to a number of youngsters but if you would like to 
enter this year’s Tallest Sunflower Competition it is still not too late, please ask 
Ben Woodcock who will be happy to help. Please note this is now a children’s 
event only. 
 
Appeal for plant pots and topsoil 
 
The E Team together with the youngsters at the allotment have been engaged in 
a great deal of sowing seeds, both vegetables and plants and are now in 
desperate need of plastic pots, especially 3” ones,  to continue the growing 
process. 
We are also looking for several tons of topsoil for use in the new feature display. 
If you have any to spare we would be happy to come and collect. 
If you are able to help please speak with any E Team member or call Phil on 
388097 or email pmilchard@btinternet.com 
 

Phil Milchard 
Chris Watson 

Eric Pilcher 
 
 

 

Eardisland Village Show  2013 
at 

The Village Hall 

Saturday 7th September 2.00pm – 4.30pm 
Prizes will be awarded at 4.00pm 

Entry open to all Grand Raffle 
from 2pm. 

£1 admission charge for adults. 
Children free 

 

mailto:pmilchard@btinternet.com
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CHILDREN’S ALLOTMENT 
 
We have now had the first two sessions of the year and the allotment is 
unrecognisable from May 2012. 
Our newly dug pond is almost full, and is now home to a few donated pond 
plants (any more gratefully received). All the paths between our raised beds have 
been covered in donated woodchip, which will hopefully save on weeding, and 
our willow circle is starting to burst into life. 
We are grateful to much hard work by the E-Team and others behind the scenes, 
jobs done over the winter include digging the pond, repairing fences, moving 
woodchips and donations of plants and seeds. Thank you! 
The children have enjoyed both (slightly cold and windy) sessions, planting seeds 
in the greenhouse and potatoes in the ground. At our last session we made a 
motley collection of bird scarers out of tin cans and old CDs.  
At our next session on Saturday 25

th
 May we will be planting out vegetable and 

flower seedlings in the beds and decorating some signs to identify them. All 
children of all ages welcome! 
 

Ben Woodcock 

 
 
EARDISLAND COMMUNITY SHOP 

 
The 4th  Annual General Meeting for the Shop is to be be held in the Village Hall 
on Wednesday 3rd July commencing at 7.30pm. 
 
All are invited to attend with voting restricted to shareholders only. 
 
Should you wish to become a shareholder, shares are available, limited to one 
per person at £10 each.  Please leave a request in the shop and we will get the 
documentation to you. 
 
As always we are seeking additional volunteers to keep the shop open for the 
hours we aim for. 
We are fortunate to have a core group who keep us going but a few extra people 
filling an hour here and there really would make a difference, the alternative is to 
reduce opening hours which we may have to consider. 
 

Albert Sheffield 
for Eardisland Community Shop Committee 
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A DIFFERENT DRUM 
 
Performed in the Church on Tuesday 12th March 2013 
An Appreciation by Barry Freeman 
 
A TRULY HISTORIC OCCASION 
 
“Nothing like this has happened in our church since medieval times” said our 
churchwarden Beryl Hoda in  her closing remarks on this spellbinding evening 
and indeed it hadn’t.  A group of itinerant multi-talented players had transported 
us back to the world of miracle, mystery and morality plays, bringing their own 
props to transform our refurbished nave into a wholly believable theatre in the 
round. 
 
We were back in a pre-Reformation church, albeit without the rood screen, 
where the nave was essentially the people’s space.  In virtually any community it 
was the only covered public space of any size available.  Fairs, markets, feasts, 
courts and public meetings, as well as dramatic performances, could all be held in 
church naves and in troubled times may also have provided a place of refuge. 
 
This was the first time a public event had demonstrated the versatility and some 
of the potential of the wonderful space created by the renovation carried out 
during 2011.  When the house lights went out and our attention was focused on 
the brightly lit central area we became oblivious to our surroundings, transfixed 
by the speeches and actions of the players. 
 
A MIND EXPANDING EXPERIENCE 
 
“A willing suspension of disbelief” is what all successful dramatic performances 
must achieve.  This company of five players certainly achieved that several times 
over: switching seamlessly from character to character; travelling smoothly 
across three and a half centuries and transporting us effortlessly to three 
continents. 
 
It was a mind expanding experience of three different levels; the theme of the 
drama, the quality of the acting and the extraordinarily well drilled stage 
management techniques the cast employed to create ever changing scenes and 
periods of history with the minimum of stage props and lack of disruption to the 
flow of the narrative. 
 
In essence, this was about people who, collectively or individually, followed a 
calling to try to improve dire circumstances for their fellow beings by following 
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the beat of  a different drum.  The main story was the collective decision of the 
people of the Derbyshire village of Eyam in 1665 to isolate themselves to prevent 
the spread of plague to neighbouring communities.  This central story was 
interwoven with, and wrapped around, the stories of five other people who 
worked, or are working today, to alleviate suffering by putting the welfare of 
others before personal well being and satisfaction. 
 
At times this gave us startling, even harrowing acting.  The death of a young 
woman in Eyam and the last few minutes of a young soldier mortally wounded in 
the trenches provided drama of an unforgettable reality. 
 
Finally the flawless rearrangement of the basic stage props gave us credible 
settings for each of the mini dramas as they unfolded.  One minute we were in a 
dug-out in the trenches, the next the same basic props had become a fortress in 
the Algerian desert.  There were no scene shifters, everything was accomplished 
by the five actors as they moved into different characters, each as believable as 
the one that went before. 
 
The production came to us from Riding Lights Theatre Company, formed in 1977 
and based at Friargate Theatre in York, the city where religious drama originated. 
 
A capacity house of over a hundred clearly appreciated the evening enormously.  
Everyone’s gratitude is due to Beryl Hoda whose initiative brought the company 
to Eardisland.  Thank you Beryl, for an experience none of us is likely to forget. 
 
THE MILLENNIUM COMMITTEE FROM THE INSIDE 
 
The report by Barry Freeman in the last edition of this magazine, detailing the 
work of the Eardisland Community Millennium Fund Committee from its origins 
in 1995 to the present, was not only fascinating to read but it will also provide 
future parishioners interested in the social history of the parish with important 
information. Without the record that Barry has provided the story of the ways in 
which improvements were made within  the local community by providing 
financial support, to the church, the dovecote and many other village groups and 
societies,  would be lost. 
 
Barry has always been the driving force behind the work of the millennium fund, 
and as he notes, he was supported, in particular, throughout the entire years of 
its existence by the expertise of Derek Wareham, as Treasurer, together with a 
range of interested villagers. 
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I attended the first formal meeting with six others on 12th March 1996, following 
a public meeting held in January of that year and remained a member until 
stepping down in 2000. On that day a committee was established with members 
from the Parish Council, PCC, Village Hall Management Committee and interested 
residents. It was envisaged that the pooling of resources and experiences within 
such groups, would build on the atmosphere successfully initiated by the VE Day 
celebrations of 1995.  
 
There were several aims specified at the meeting. It was recognised that in order 
to promote successful village organisations, funding is always necessary. The new 
body would seek sources of finance to underwrite activities and events against 
loss making. There was a hope that the committee would thereby encourage the 
present generation to pass on the well being of the village to future generations 
in the best possible order. It was also the intention to generate high levels of 
community involvement in the life of the parish.  
 
There was a central aim to encourage awareness of the need to support and 
maintain important village institutions. These included the church, dovecote 
(then in a state of terminal decline) and village hall. It was also hoped to promote 
the emergence of more groups, for which financial assistance may be helpful, 
where they were properly constituted organisations. The committee was open to 
anyone who expressed a desire to join or who might be co-opted to represent an 
organisation wishing to arrange a particular event, for which funding was 
required. 
 
At that first meeting, proposals for a number of possible events were suggested 
which could be supported in 1996. Some of these were achieved, others followed 
in subsequent years. Many were new ideas never tried before. For example, it 
was suggested that there should be a Spring Gardens and Heritage Weekend to 
be held on an appropriate bank holiday; a Country House and Gardens 
Strawberry Teas weekend (subject to discussions with owners!); a village 
Heritage Summer Festival to be held for 6 weeks from July to August; a Harvest 
Festival weekend and a Christmas Festival to which well known choirs would be 
invited. As the representative from the Oral History Group I noted that August 
1996 would be the 130th anniversary of the first cricket played in Eardisland and 
it was intended to celebrate the event by playing a memorial match on the old 
cricket meadow. A ‘fun day’ for family participation was envisaged with marquee, 
bouncy castle and a barbecue.  To enable the event to take place some funding 
was required, since there was no cricket club in operation at that time. To the 
organisers of such events, Barry agreed to investigate sources of finance to 
supplement that available from within the group. As a result he gradually became 
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an expert in completing the necessary applications (an exceptionally onerous 
task) and he was duly able to obtain all the sums he outlines in his report.  
 
It is apparent that from the outset the aims and intentions were to promote new 
ways of enhancing community activities, with the good of the whole parish at 
heart. The hope was to complement the work of various other bodies in the 
parish which had a specialised focus, by providing helpers, fund raising activities 
and publicity. Programmes of events were devised and submitted to the 
committee; publicity was achieved through brochures, leaflets, regular entries in 
the Hereford Times, and through radio and TV interviews. Display boards were 
often provided free of charge by Leslie Evans and others with appropriate skills.  
 
Over the years there have been many memorable events in the village stemming 
from the millennium committee, which Barry lists in his report. Their success 
relied very much on its ability to give financial guarantees to the event’s 
organisers that any losses would be covered. As a result, the village has become 
exceptionally active in terms of community involvement since the inception of 
the fund that Barry instigated. I am certain that in March 1996 it could not have 
been envisaged that there would be the complete renovation of the Dovecote, a 
new village shop, major changes to the interior of the church and the renovation 
of the historic AA Box. As Barry’s report makes clear these, together with many 
other new groups, have subsequently benefited from the assistance of the 
Millennium committee’s work. Seventeen years later some of these are largely 
taken for granted features of our beautiful village.  
 
I am sure that Barry will not mind my reporting one small item from the Minutes 
of May 1999, which may come as a surprise to some but not to those who know 
that he still prefers a pencil to a keyboard. At the close of that meeting Mr John 
Edwards asked whether Eardisland had a website and if not, should one be 
instigated. Mr Freeman replied: “No, it hasn’t and I don’t see any long term 
advantage in going down that route.” So his achievements have been made 
despite his disapproval of modern technology. But there is no doubt that without 
Barry at the helm the Millennium Fund Committee could not have achieved the 
subsequent successes that it did. As parishioners, we owe a great deal to his 
enterprise, exceptional dedication to the project he envisaged and his ability to 
take often very complex negotiations to fruition.  The village has benefited 
greatly through his input and that of his committee colleagues, as have future 
local historians who will have a much clearer grasp of how and why such 
community events occurred during this period and the processes of social 
change. 

Paul Selfe 
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EARDISLAND BOWLING CLUB 
 
 Following months of building work and 
decorating the club’s new premises was 
formally opened on a chilly but bright early 
April afternoon. Rob Weale, the 2010 
Commonwealth Games Men’s Single gold 
medal winner joined club members and 
guests from around the county to perform 
the opening ceremony. The new, modern 
premises have delighted all who have seen 

it and raised many favourable comments along the way.  It was also pleasing to 
be allocated a full page covering the day in the Hereford Times, including 
photographs. 
The following week was Club Opening Day, with a very healthy turnout including 
several new faces who were warmly welcomed. Membership has risen to 36 full 
members plus 9 social members and the first two club nights saw a record 30 
persons taking to the green. The club certainly appears to have a very bright 
future.  
A few days ago the green was officially checked by the county bowls 
representative and it passed with flying colours. He remarked he had never seen 
the green in such good condition, a testament to the hours of hard work put in by 
green keeper Tony Stokes.  
A number of people have said they would like to come down and see a game in 
progress but have no idea when matches are played. To put the matter right I 
have included several fixtures below and will also post them on the notice board. 
Everyone is very welcome to attend; 
Wednesday 22

nd
 May @ 6.30pm home to Kington 

Sunday 2
nd

 June @ 3pm, home to Bulmers 
Thursday 13

th
 June @ 6.30pm home to Hereford Bowls Presidents invitation 

team 
Saturday 15

th
 June @ 3pm, home to Bromyard 

Thursday 20
th

 June, home to Llandrindod 
Thursday 27

th
 June, home to Tenbury 

Saturday 13
th

 July, home to Kingsland 
Wednesday 17

th
 July, home to Knighton 

The Hereford Times Cup, played by the Men’s team, has seen Eardisland paired 
with the mighty Ross on Wye, the winners of the trophy on many occasions. The 
match will be played at home @ 10am on either Saturday 25

th
 or Sunday 26

th
 

May. We could do with all the support we can get! 
Away from the green the club has to continue to raise as much money as it can in 
order to pay its way. The committee, which has worked so hard to get to the club 
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to where it is now, will be organising various events to be held throughout the 
year.  
Miniature Train – 20

th
 July 

The first of these will be by kind permission of Mavis & Doug Tantrum, who will 
once again be opening their garden at Black Barns (opposite side of the road and 
200 yards east of the Playhouse business premises) on the Leominster Road, 
times to be advised. The miniature train will again be running and David Wallis 
has again been volunteered to cook the barbecue (he has agreed!). 
60’s & 70’s Disco 
Plans are being made to hold a 60’s and 70’s disco in the village hall sometime in 
the late summer. The date will be confirmed in the next magazine.  
Ladies Night 
This will be held on Friday 31

st
 May in the clubhouse at 7pm. This ‘women 

only’ event will give you the opportunity to come along with friends and 
view the premises, whilst enjoying a hot drink and nibbles. The bar will 
also be open for those requiring something stronger. There will also be the 
chance to view and purchase Indian jewellery and ethnic crafts. Admission 
on the night, £5. 
 
Don’t forget club nights are Tuesdays, 6.30pm, or, if you fancy just an hour to see 
if you’re suited to the game, please contact any either myself on 388097, or 
either Doug Tantrum or Pat Roche.  

Phil Milchard 
 
 

 
PADDING 
 
I'm reading a book about anti-gravity. I can't put it down.  
 
I did a theatrical performance about puns. It was a play on words.  
 
They told me I had type A blood, but it was a Type- O.  
 
I didn't like my beard at first. Then it grew on me.  
 
What does a clock do when it's hungry? It goes back four seconds.  
 
Broken pencils are pointless.  
 
What do you call a dinosaur with an extensive vocabulary? A thesaurus. 
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EARDISLANDIANA:  A MISCELLANY OF THE HISTORY OF OUR PARISH 
 
A very useful source by means of which the social history of the parish can be 
explored is the Parish Book

1
 . Very close to the start of this handwritten record is: 

An Account of what Overseers
2
  & Churchwardens ha[ve] Served for the parish of 

Eardisland. 
This list covers the years 1703 to 1807 and includes useful information about 
who lived where in that period. For example: 
  Thos. Preece for Mrs Wm Leinthells Estate.......) 
  Thos. Watkins for his house at the Seaside........)       1713 

 A few years later the same source details: 
  Thos. Trumper for his house at the Seaside.......) 
  Thos. Phillips for the Lower Mill......................)     1720 

 This, and indeed other sources, make it clear that ‘Thomas’ was a much used 
first name in this vicinity throughout the 18th Century. 
There are various other references both in that source and elsewhere to (the) 
Seaside which make it clear that it is a dwelling that is being mentioned. Most 
recently, in 1956, the WI Book recorded, by context referring to circa 1890: 
  Seaside House is pulled down, and a red brick villa put up in its  
 place and named Riversdale.

3
 

How somewhere as far away from the sea in any direction one cares to take as 
Eardisland is came to be known as Seaside, and at such relatively early dates, can 
only be a matter of conjecture. I have a theory about this, which I have written 
up in the form of a short Paper, which can be made available to anybody who 
would like a copy. 
But to return to the early 18th Century. 
North of ‘Seaside’, on the other side of the river, once the land starts to rise even 
slightly, one is within the bounds of the Manor of Hinton. On 23rd May 1715 a 
manorial Court Baron of Robert Cutler, lord of the manor of Hinton, was held.

4
  

Recorded as having been present on that day are William Melling gent., Richard 
Fencott, Thomas Froysell, Thomas Watkins, William Mascall, Thomas Pricket and 
Thomas Trumper. With the exception of  Melling, all these family names are 
frequently encountered in a spread of records relating to this parish over many 
years. 

                                                                 
 
1 HRO AJ32/58-59.

 
2 Overseers of the Poor.

 
3 WI Book, page 26. There is a photograph of the earlier building at page 72 of Paul Selfe’s Portrait of a Village, copies of 

which are still available.
 

4 HRO 0 58/2.
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Of these families it is the Trumper family who appear earliest in my files. 
Philip Trompet

5
  appears in the Accounts of the Bailiff (for the Crown) of 

Eardisland
6
  in 1469 when he held ten acres of natural land as granted to him and 

recorded in the Court Rolls. His rent was in arrears and he was fined twenty 
pence. 
That the family continued to hold the land is evidenced by the accounts of 
George Dygas, the bailiff for the period 1508-1510 which again refer to 10 acres 
of natural land. This time it was a John Tromper in arrears to the extent of two 
shillings

7
. Later again, in 1533-1535, still ten acres with rent in arrears to the 

name of Philip Trumper. 
8
 

Partly overlapping the Bailiff’s Accounts are the Taxation Records for 
Herefordshire for the reign of King Henry VIII 

9
[1509-1547]. Thomas Trumper, 

sometimes spelled Tromper, appears six times under the heading of Eardisland 
(variously spelled). There are other members of the Trumper family mentioned in 
the Hundred of Stretford (eg. John Trumper of Kingsland) but I have restricted 
myself to the parish of Eardisland. 
The value of Thomas Trumper’s ‘Goods’ on which his payments were assessed 
varied from five pounds in 1525

10
  to thirteen pounds in 1545

11
 . The actual tax 

paid ranged from two shillings and six pence in 1525
12

  to ten shillings in 1545
13

 . 
Thomas, if the same person, is to be found again on the 18th of March 1527, 
when he was a Juror at, and signed as an Assessor for, the Court held at Burton 
on that day. 

14
 

To put all that in perspective I can tell you that £1 in 1530 was the equivalent of 
about £322 in 2005, which is the most recent year to which the National 
Archive’s online calculator works. 
There is a considerable amount of other information extant about what was 
going on here in the period about which I have written. To start another topic 
now would make this article longer than the Editor would be able to allow and so 
I will leave the choice of what to explore next to the following issue of this 
publication. 
 

George Alderson 
                                                                 
 
5 There is little doubt that this, and other small spelling variations, all represent the same family name. 
6 PRO/TNA SC6/861/19. 
7 PRO/TNA SC6/HenVIII/1273. 
8 PRO/TNA SC6/HenVIII/1297. 
9 Faraday, M. Herefordshire Taxes in the Reign of Henry viii : Publ. WFC, 2005. 
10 1523 Subsidy Act, Second Payment. 
11 1543 Subsidy Act Anticipation in 1545 of the Third Payment. 
12 1523 Subsidy Act, Second Payment.  
13 “The Benevolence” of 1545. 
14 Burton Court Rolls-Transcripts (M. Tonkin 2008). 
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PIGMORE COMMON: LOWER BURTON 
 
The damaged marker stones 
 
On the 1842 Tithe map it is known as Pigmoor Common, in Lower (or Little) 
Burton. (It is now more frequently spelt Pigmore.) It is an area designated as a 
Special Wildlife Site because it contains some important examples of plants and 
natural features such as yellow iris, water drop wart and various sedges. 
Originally the common was regulated by Weobley D.C. under section 1 (1) 
Commons Act 1899 and was subsequently taken over by Leominster DC. 
 
In 1967 commoners rights were registered. The aim of registration is to ensure 
the quiet enjoyment of people in a designated area. These commoners included 
anyone living adjacent to the common or who had grazing requirements from 
nearby farms. The commoners listed at that time were the owners of the Plateau 
Farm; Common Farm; Little Burton Farm and one other resident of Lower Burton. 
Pigmore Common itself was then owned by a resident of Boresford, Presteigne.  
 
Commoners acquire their rights of common by owning property or land that is 
near the common and to which those rights have been traditionally attached. 
They are passed on with the property to a subsequent owner. The rights of 
commoners and the rights of the public can be established by inspecting the 
county council register. 
 
 The rights of common may traditionally include: 
 • Turbary (the right of digging turf on a common) 
 • Piscary (the right of fishing on a common) 
 • Estovers (the right to take wood from a common) 
 • Grazing (for sheep, cattle and presumably pigs) 
 
It is sad to find that the two marker stones at either end of Pigmore Common, on 
which the provisions of the Common Act of 1899 are set out, have become badly 
worn and one badly damaged. One stone still has the details attached on a metal 
plate, although barely readable, and is covered in thick moss. The other, placed at 
the northern end of the common appears to have been vandalised, knocked over 
and the metal plate removed. Fortunately, a photograph was taken of it when in 
much better condition about ten years ago and the details noted. (This can be 
seen on p16 of our publication Portrait of a Village, 2006).  Ironically, the metal 
plate lists a number of provisions which protected this and several other listed 
commons from despoliation. Such bye-laws (as listed on the marker stone) 
prohibits (without lawful right): 
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 • Depositing any rubbish 
 • Disfiguring any fence or notice 
 • Digging or cutting wood or turf 
 • Trapping or shooting animals 
 • Taking a cart or caravan across the common (including a  
  ‘photographic cart’) 
 • Playing games 
 • Lighting fires 
 • Breaching the 1824 Vagrancy Act or doing anything which  
  would damage or adversely affect the land 
 
The penalty for breaching such bye-laws is “a fine of 40shillings”. It is not clear 
whether this has been increased in recent times. It would be pleasing if the two 
damaged stones could be restored since the details are of great historical 
importance on a site which is equally of great scientific interest.  

 
Paul Selfe 

 
 

WEATHER NOTES 
 
Ever the optimist I began the last “weather notes” with 
the remark that Spring had arrived promptly at the 
beginning of March. Alas, winter rapidly returned with 
very cold North Eastern winds, frost, rain and a heavy 
fall of snow in the middle week of the month. Rainfall 
was well above the norm, the month was the twelfth in 
a row of abnormally heavy rain (97.2mm). The twelve 
month period from 1

st
 April 2012 to 31

st
 March 2013 

had a total rainfall of 1242mm, by far the largest twelve 
month total since I began keeping records in Eardisland 25 years ago. 
As far a rainfall goes April was a complete contrast with only 13mm. The month 
continued however, the unusually cold weather for almost the whole of the 
month although there were several sunny days. Spring like weather arrived at the 
end of the month. The Winter / Spring as a whole was unusually cold with a large 
number of frosty nights, but even so we avoided the exceptionally cold 
temperatures of the Winter of 2010/11, even the coldest nights only dropping to 
minus 7° C or 8° C.  

Peter Glenn 
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THE COURTYARD CELEBRATE DEMENTIA AWARENESS WEEK
TM 

 
The Courtyard will be hosting a large event entitled Remember Me on May 23 to 
honour Dementia Awareness Week™.   
 
Building on the success of the event last year, this year the event is sponsored by 
Claridge Nursing Homes and The Courtyard aim to not only provide fun activities 
for those with dementia and their carer’s, but also raise public awareness of 
dementia through various taster sessions and information stands, including 
health professionals from the Alzheimer’s Society, DM Hop and Age UK.  A display 
of vintage clothing and accessories from many eras’ past will also be available in 
the foyer area for public viewing. 
 
Alice Saunders, Arts and Older People’s Project Coordinator at The Courtyard 
said:  “Whilst this event is about providing a fun day out, enabling those living 
with dementia to engage in the arts,  it’s also very important to raise awareness 
and break down the stigma that still so heavily surrounds it. Through many of our 
projects we try to reveal the person behind the dementia and through this event 
we hope to shift attitudes and make it easier to talk about dementia.” 
 
The day will start at 10am opening with an all day live drawing event.  Led by 
three local artists, Penny Allen, Jeanette McCulloch and David Symonds, the live 
draw is open to all who have a willingness to get involved, regardless of 
experience level.  The day will also involve a taster session of Singing for the 
Brain™, a stimulating, social activity thought up by the Alzheimer’s Society to 
enhance wellbeing and bring fun and confidence to those living with memory loss 
and their carers.  The taster session is also free to take part in and will run in the 
Courtyard’s foyer for half an hour from 11am. 
 
From midday the Alzheimer Society’s local Memory Cafe’s will be held in The 
Courtyard Café Bar.  These café’s provide the opportunity for people with 
dementia, their families and carers to informally meet to socialise, chat in a 
friendly environment.  On this day, The Courtyard will play host to this event, 
however instead of having a speaker, a different performance has been planned.  
Performing a critically acclaimed one woman show from the Edinburgh Fringe 
2012, Doorstep Theatre present a piece which tells the stories of Mr Albert North, 
a man born in Oldham in 1926 and acted out by Albert’s granddaughter and 
actor, Emily Summers.  The piece, entitled All Turn, is a show full of humour and 
heart and will take place in the studio theatre at 1.30, with tickets priced at £5. 
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The event will finish with poetry readings from our local dementia poets and 
world renowned dementia poet, John Killick, who will read work created from 
The Courtyard’s Dementia Poetry Project.  
 
I Was A Rat! 
Coming in May is a stage adaptation of the classic Philip Pullman novel, which has 
been taken off the page and put on stage by director Teresa Ludovico of Teatro 
Kismet.  I Was A Rat! is a magical story about a scruffy page boy who turns up one 
evening on the doorstep of old married couple Bob and Joan, and then slowly 
reveals it’s connection to one of the most famous fairytales of all time.  
 
Full of music, fantastic physical performances and unforgettable images, I Was A 
Rat will surprise and delight audiences of all ages.   
Tickets £12.50, Concessions £10 
 
“It is a show to please all ages, it is supremely theatrical, and it has a heart” – The 
Telegraph ***** 
“Genuine wit and style” – The Guardian **** 
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antiquesintents 
One Day Quality Antiques Fair - Sunday 19th May from 10am until 5pm  

 
Burton Court are proud to be the new permanent home of antiquesintents who hosted 

their first antiques fair back in 2009 for 40 personally invited dealers. They have now 
grown from strength to strength with a large following of attendees. Their fairs attract 
many well-known, highly respected dealers who are regularly seen at events such as 

Bath Decorative Fair, Battersea Decorative Fair and NEC Antiques for Everyone.  
 

Tickets are only £3 at the gates on the day and we expect to be busy. The dealer's 
stands are erected within a large marquee attached to the house and inside the main 

period rooms all displaying their stock in a shop-like setting. On offer is a broad 
selection of fine antiques including traditional and decorative furniture, folk-art, 

ceramics, silver and jewellery. 
 

Their fairs are renowned for their relaxed and friendly atmosphere. Ample parking and 
disabled access is available and Scrummy Bites of Kingsland are running an excellent 

cafe offering home-made cakes, tea and coffee as well as light lunches - and our 
licensed bar will be open all day.  

 
For more information on the antiques fair please contact Jules on 01544 267033, 

07974 356128 or visit their website at www.antiquesintents.co.uk 

 

  

 
Alice - An Extraordinary Adventure - Sunday 30th June – Burton Court 

 
You are invited to take part in a very special tea party.... 

Join Alice on an enchanted journey that leads her to a chaotic underground 
world. Meet the White Rabbit, the Mad Hatter, Tweedledum and Tweedledee, 

and a whole host of other quirky characters! Enter a dreamlike world full of 
colour, song and rhyme ruled by a crazy, croquet-playing Queen with very little 

heart and a very short temper!.! 
 

Heartbreak's ingenious and highly energetic adaptation blends both of Lewis 
Carroll's volumes (Alice in Wonderland and Alice Through the Looking Glass) to 
produce a fast-paced production full of engaging dialogue, inspiring music and 

magical adventure and promises to be a captivating treat for all the family. 
Advanced tickets are available to buy by following the link below. 

£13 for adults, £7 for children 
www.heartbreakproductions.co.uk/database/burton-court-leominster 

 

http://www.antiquesintents.co.uk/
http://www.heartbreakproductions.co.uk/database/burton-court-leominster
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     01544 – 388375 
   Email:  chrisbivand@bivand.freeserve.co.uk  
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For all matters relating to advertising in this magazine, please contact: 
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This edition of the Eardisland Parish Magazine was printed by 

Leominster Community Resource Centre 

 

Published by Eardisland Parish Council.  The Parish Council Liaison Officer is James Miller 
( jmiller114@btinternet.com )    01544-388454.  

Views expressed are those of individual contributors and not necessarily those of 
Eardisland Parish Council. The Eardisland Parish Magazine is published by Eardisland 

Parish Council without inserts. 
 

The Eardisland Parish Magazine is posted online in pdf format: 
 

Please visit: www.eardisland.org.uk  
 

Unlike the printed version, most photographs and some advertisements appear in colour. 
You may need to download Adobe Acrobat reader, which you can find on the web by 
using Google. The program is entirely free. 
 

 
Copy date for the next edition of the Eardisland Parish Magazine: 

 

FRIDAY 5th July 2013 
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