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EDITORIAL 
 
It is my sad duty to publish obituaries for two Eardisland residents: Mary ‘Towser’ 
Lowe and Keith Mitchell. I am grateful to both families, and our Priest-in-Charge, 
Julie Reed, for their help in these contributions. I am sure you will join with me in 
sending condolences to friends and family. 
 On page 8 of this edition you will find an introduction to the Eardisland 
Parish Neighbourhood Development Plan. Whilst this may seem to be yet 
another plan, it is actually an extremely important scheme which will affect the 
village and its villagers until 2031. To this end, it will be enshrined in law, so it’s 
necessary to get it right. This is a Government initiative and is rolled out across 
the country. Please read the current article and think about how you may be able 
to contribute. All the members of the Steering Group are keen to hear your 
thoughts, and you would be most welcome if you wish to join. Remember, once 
this is law, it’s too late to moan. 
 I never thought I would writing something like this, but I received a 
rather disturbing telephone call from a villager to say that her cat had been 
found with two broken legs and had to be put down. The vet’s opinion was that 
the damage was caused by a trap. These are not only extremely cruel, but illegal - 
the police have been informed. I do hope that I don’t have to report another case 
of this kind, it’s very distressing for all concerned. 
 Finally, Cllr. James Miller has resigned from the Parish Council, and 
thanks go to him for his service to the community. James was also the liaison 
officer on the Parish Council for the Eardisland Parish Magazine, so this position 
is currently vacant, awaiting an appointment by the PC. 

Chris Bivand 
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EARDISLAND VILLAGE DIARY 2013/2014 

 

Saturday 19
th

 July Open Garden, Black Barn - please see page 12 

Thursday 24
th

 July Parish Council Meeting, Village Hall, 7.30pm 

Thursday 31
st

 July Share a Care, please see page 16 

Saturday 2
nd

 August ETA Coffee Morning, please see page 15 

Saturday 2
nd

 August Annual BBQ, please see page 20 

Thursday 7
th

 August Development Plan, VH (large room), 7.30pm* 

Sunday 17
th

 August Duck Races (note change of date from normal) 

Thursday 21
st

 August Development Plan, VH (small room), 7.30pm* 

Bank Holiday W/E 23
rd

 - 25
th

 
August 

Village Centre Open Gardens, please see page  
21 

Thursday 28
th

 August Share a Care, please see page 16 

Thursday 4
th

 September Tea Room Coffee Morning, please see page 12 

Thursday 4
th

 September Development Plan, venue TBC, 7.30pm* 

Saturday 6
th

 - Sunday 14
th

 
September 

Hereford Art Week, H.Art, Village Hall 
Please see page 12 

Thursday 11
th

 September Development Plan, venue TBC, 7.30pm* 

Friday 12
th

 September, Magazine 
Copy Date 

Friday 26
th

 September - Expected Distribution 
Date 

Friday to Monday 12
th

/15
th

 Sept. Twinning Association, French to Eardisland 

Saturday 13
th

 September Sponsored Ride, please see page 22 

Wednesday 17
th

 September Family Quiz, 7.00pm, Village Hall 

Thursday 18
th

 September Parish Council Meeting, Village Hall, 7.30pm 

Sunday 21
st

 September Bowling Club Closing Day, page 28 

Thursday 2
nd

 October Development Plan, VH (large room), 7.30pm* 

Thursday 16
th

 October Development Plan, VH (small room), 7.30pm* 

Thursday 23
rd

 October Parish Council Meeting, Village Hall, 7.30pm 

Thursday 6
th

 November Development Plan, VH (large room), 7.30pm* 

Friday 7
th

 November, Magazine 
Copy Date 

Friday 21
st

 November - Expected Distribution 
Date 

Wednesday 19
th

 November Xmas Bingo, VH, 7.30pm 

Thursday 20
th

 November Development Plan, VH (small room), 7.30pm* 

Thursday 27
th

 November Parish Council Meeting, Village Hall, 7.30pm 

Thursday 4
th

 December Development Plan, VH (large room), 7.30pm* 

Thursday 18
th

 December Development Plan, VH (small room), 7.30pm* 
 

*Eardisland Parish Neighbourhood Development Plan Meetings - all welcome  
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OBITUARY 
MARY MURIAL LOWE b. 12

th
 July 1913 - d. 8

th
 June 2014  

 
Mary Lowe was rarely referred to as Mary: 
she was Mrs Lowe, Towser, or Oma. 
Whatever the name, though, she was an 
indomitable woman - strong in body and in 
spirit with a gift for words; her poetry putting  
most clearly and delightfully her view of faith 
and life, with honesty and clarity.  
 Mrs Lowe almost reached 101 years 
of age and, although in the last 6 years 
dementia affected her mind, her body did not 
fail. That said, there is much to celebrate in 
her life. 
  ‘Towser’ was born in Cheshire, on 
the banks of the Mersey, the youngest of 
seven - she had five brothers and one sister. 
She was a tomboy and her name Towser 
reflects this; both she and her sister were 
keen on horses and for Towser this was to be 
important all her life, teaching the 
grandchildren, Zana May and Zoe, to ride. 

 Mrs Lowe rode in the Wirral Hunt and at Olympia. She was one of 38 
Fellows of the Institute of the Horse, as was her sister. They were a rare breed,  
they had both reached the top of the tree as far as horses were concerned, and 
Towser instructed in horse training, also running pony clubs and the like in 
Cheshire. 
 During the war Towser was staff sergeant in the engine workshops, she 
could take an engine out of a lorry and put it back again! She wanted to do 
something that was hands on, and was not interested in the status of being an 
officer; she would always rather do something that she enjoyed... something that 
suited her character. 
 Her grandfather had been a cotton merchant in Liverpool and after the 
war, when the cotton market had collapsed, the family moved to Eastnor, to 
Dower House, Hill End. The girls, Kathleen and Mary, not girls anymore, came 
with the family to Herefordshire.  
 Mary (Towser) met Bernard at a Point to Point and married in 1955, 
honeymooned in Ireland, shooting snipe and fishing for salmon, and then Mary 
moved to Eardisland, to Court House Farm - to the dairy farm as it was then. 
Hugh was born  a couple of years later. On the strange journey we make through 
life,  Bernard died when Hugh was 12, and the farm passed into the hands of 
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Towser and Hugh when he left school, and Wilhelmina (Willie), whom Hugh 
married. No longer dairy, but bull, beef and sheep: they had to start again. Mary 
did the calf rearing, but every year she would go to Scotland salmon fishing on 
the Conon for 6 or 7 weeks and the picture (above) is a reminder of this. She 
brought water back for her  drinks; soft, peaty Scottish water. 
 Towards the end of her eventful life, Mary left a note for Hugh and 
Willy. “When I die”, she said, “don't mourn for me, I have had a long varied and 
happy life and am ready to go – whatever the future for my spirit has planned for 
me”. 
 It is the end of an era, and her walks through Eardisland, through the 
churchyard and the farm with the dogs, and her words to those she met “I can't 
see who you are, I'm blind as a bat and deaf as a post” are now over. 
 
OBITUARY 
KEITH ROYSTON MITCHELL b. 8

TH
 MARCH 1943 - d. 21

ST
 JUNE 2014 

 
Many paid a tribute to Keith: these are 
some of the words spoken about him. He 
had a perpetual smile, a happy face, a 
smile and a twinkle, sense of humour, 
balance and perception, slow to judge, 
always thoughtful, generous. 
 Born during the war at Maesteg, 
mid Glamorgan, he was passionately 
Welsh. Sister Pat remembers as children 
climbing the mountain opposite the 
home where they lived aged 7 and 11 
(Keith), with sandwiches and pop, and 
their mother watching their progress 
throughout the day, and in the same year 
taking a canoe out from the beach at  

 Keith - happy in Aix-en-Provence, a favourite place 

Brighton, and when Keith enthusiastically overshot the pier, Mum having to send 
the lifeboat in pursuit! 
 He never forgot his debt of gratitude to his parents who supported him 
to university, 6 years at Aberystwyth for his degree in biology and PhD in botany, 
and a year in Canada, Ontario, for post-doctoral. Keith was passionate with the 
degree of care that he exercised in all things biological: growing plants, the 
nesting habits of birds across the world, learning how to keep bees, advice on 
allotments and which book to read for the problems involved in these activities. 
But it was such fun. 
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 Music was his abiding passion from an early age “being Welsh, you are 
born with music in the blood”. He sang for almost his entire life – in the school 
choir and madrigal group, Glamorgan youth choir, 5 years singing madrigals in 
Aberystwyth, 26 years with the Leeds Philharmonic. Keith even managed to 
outsing the French twinning guests in Eardisland; our friends sang the French 
National Anthem, immediately followed by Keith’s powerful rendition of the  
Welsh National Anthem. He had a broad taste in music: Bach, Queen, Snow 
Patrol, jazz, opera. He travelled to the New York Met and to Prague and when he 
was 60 fulfilled a life-long ambition to go to Covent Garden. But it was live music 
that was the draw, not necessarily the grand venue. 
 When he came back from Canada he taught, first in Lincolnshire and 
then a move to Leeds, where he was Head of Sixth Form in a big comprehensive 
school and then Senior Deputy at John Smeaton High School where he effectively 
lead the school. Dedicated, visionary, creative and with a heart for inclusion, 
Keith did an amazing amount for young people; developing their potential, 
finding pathways for them to progress in life, opening their eyes to new visions, 
giving them wings to fly. Many people are in the right place because of him. As 
well as Keith being the fine collector of every denim jacket at school, he was 
forward-thinking, writing new innovative curricula ahead of his time. In the last 
5/6 years of his teaching career he went into advisory work and forged education 
business links. 
 Rugby and cricket were high up on the list of interests, and Keith didn't 
do things by halves. He went with a mate to Mumbai to watch a test match, and 
when he watched the rugby on TV, he had a Lions Tour Rugby top which he 
would put on to watch the match, just for that, then when it was over, off would 
come the top. 
 Annie and Keith were married for 15 years, and came to Eardisland 
some 8 years ago to make a garden together. They loved living in this village, 
loved the peace and quiet and living with nature. When they came, there was 
little but wilderness at Arrowlea and slowly, a bit at a time, they planned and 
planted. They worked hard at making the garden, going round nurseries looking 
for unusual plants, Keith talking to the gardeners and nursery men. A little 
difference on style sometimes. Keith would plant and Annie would move “You 
don't bring enough science to it, Annie” he would say. They built a haven, a place 
for the family to come to and a stunning garden. Keith loved being part of the 
Eardisland community – he was Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator and brought 
his enthusiastic leadership and dedication to these meetings. He was on the 
Twinning Committee and built lasting friendships with French counterparts. 
 Keith's faith was important to him always. He was a part of Leeds 
Methodist Church and was involved in bible groups or house groups, and led 
wonderful intercessions at the Priory in Leominster. He was unshakeable in his 
faith, tolerant of other faiths, but knew that you had to sort things out - he would 
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say you only get one shot at it, it's not a rehearsal. What is beyond death is the 
great mystery – but the faith that he lived his life with was firm, and when his 
body had taken enough, he knew it was time. 
  
  
Afternote: 
 
I would like to express my gratitude to everyone in the village who has supported 
Keith and me in so many ways over the past few months. The constant cards and 
messages, as well as all the practical help have been a massive support. In 
particular, I would like to express my thanks to the army of people who have 
helped with the funeral arrangements and made all things possible. I have been 
wrapped around with care and love which has enabled me to get through these 
last  weeks.  

Thank you all, 
Annie 

 
ST MICHAEL’S HOSPICE 
 
Open Gardens 
 
Herefordshire gardeners have been using their creativity to support St Michael’s 
Hospice by opening their beautiful gardens to the public. This summer we have 
more people than ever ready to invite you to explore their delightful private 
grounds.  For details: visit www.st-michaels-hospice.org.uk/opengardens 
 
The Wheelie Big Cycle 
 
Promising to be even bigger and better than last year's inaugural event, the 
Wheelie Big Cycle wheels its way back into town on Sunday 20th July 2014. 
Join us with your family, friends or colleagues for a great day of cycling. There are 
four different routes to choose from 16, 32, 60 and 93 miles, all taking in 
different aspects of the beautiful Herefordshire countryside and offering a 
challenge for novice and serious cyclists alike.  
For details: visit www.st-michaels-hospice.org.uk/events 
  

http://www.st-michaels-hospice.org.uk/opengardens
http://www.st-michaels-hospice.org.uk/events
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EARDISLAND PARISH NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN 
 
What is it? 
 
Our Plan will give us new rights to shape the development of Eardisland up to 
2031. It will allow us to identify where development can be, what type of 
property can be built and to designate areas for open space, leisure, commerce 
and business. The Plan is in the very early stages of being written by a Steering 
Group on behalf of Eardisland Parish Council. Once you have had your input into 
the first draft, it will be available to all parishioners for further comment. The 
Plan will then be re-drafted to take account of your feedback and will be 
scrutinised by an independent national examiner to ensure conformity with local 
and national policy. Finally, the Plan will be subject to a referendum of all on the 
electoral roll for Eardisland Parish. With a simple majority, our Plan will become 
enshrined in law. 
 
How does it affect me? 
 
Our approved Plan will be used by Herefordshire Council to make decisions on all 
planning applications in Eardisland. It is vital that we come together now as 
residents of the Parish to share ideas and build consensus about what needs to 
be done within our community.  
 
Who is currently on the Steering Group? 
 
George Alderson  Caroline Marsden (Vice-Chair) - 388868 
Ruth Brinton-Bivand - 388375 Graham Simpson - 388641 
John Edwards - 388554 Elaine Smith - 387903 
Barry Freeman - 388226 Alison Sutton (supporting the Group as 
Maryan Hanson - 388850 Parish Clerk) - 07789 322771 
Richard Kirby (Chair) - 388810 Hugh Vernon - 07801 584351 
 
Can I get involved? 
 
Yes, please! We usually meet for a couple of hours at 7.30pm in the Village Hall 
on the first and third Thursdays in the month (please see the Village Diary for full 
details).  All meetings are open to everyone to come along and listen and there is 
always an agenda item at the end of each meeting to encourage all present to air 
their views. Why not come along to the next meeting to find out more – and 
perhaps to join the Steering Group yourself? Everyone in the parish is most 
welcome. In order to make the Steering Group even more representative and 
inclusive, it would be particularly helpful if: 
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 you are a young person or you have a young family 

 you are a parishioner living outside the village itself 

 you have a business in Eardisland. 
 

And if you do not like meetings, please contact any member of the Steering 
Group to find out more and to give your ideas. We look forward to hearing from 
you. 

Richard Kirby (Chair) and Caroline Marsden (Vice-Chair) 
 
EARDISLAND PARISH COUNCIL 
 

The Steering Group for the Neighbourhood Plan is meeting regularly and has 
drafted the vision and objectives, which will be discussed at the meeting on 10 
July. The following meetings are in the main hall – 7 August, 2 October, 6 
November and 4 December. The meetings in the small hall are as follows – 21 
August, 16 October, 20 November and 18 December. The venue for the meetings 
on 4 and 11 September is to be arranged. Anyone is welcome to attend the 
meetings and can contribute their ideas. More information about the Steering 
Group can be found on page 8. 
 
The following points were highlighted at the Parish Council meeting in June: 

 It is the landowner’s responsibility to trim their hedges to ensure good access 
and visibility along footways and roadways. 

 Dog owners have a responsibility to clear up dog waste and to keep their dogs 
under control and not barking so as to cause a nuisance. If other 
householders are disturbed they can contact Craig Sandman, Senior 
Enforcement Officer, Community Protection Environmental Health & Trading 
Standards, on 01432 26014 or 07792 880502 or email 
csandman@herefordshire.gov.uk and the owner can be contacted and fined. 
He has already taken action with a parishioner to resolve issues. 

 A Speed Indicator Device will be installed in the village this summer and will 
be a visible deterrent to speeding. 

 A lease between the Parish Council and the Village Hall Management 
Committee is being prepared, so an application can be made for funding for 
repairs.  

 A Partnership Agreement with Herefordshire Council is due to be signed soon 
so that an application for funding for a hydrological survey of the parish can 
be made. 

 If you did not receive the postcard from Herefordshire Council giving the date 
when the alternate week rubbish collection starts (November this year) 

mailto:csandman@herefordshire.gov.uk
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please contact the Clerk on 07789 322771 or email 
eardislandclerk@gmail.com. 

 James Miller has resigned from the Parish Council. The Chairman expressed 
grateful thanks for all his hard work for the parish. 

 
At the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council in May, Maryan Hanson was elected 
Chairman, Albert Sheffield was elected Vice Chairman and the following 
appointments to working groups and liaison posts were agreed: 
Planning Group – for responses on minor planning matters under Clerk’s 
Devolved Powers – Maryan Hanson and at least 3 other Cllrs 
Finance Advisory Working Group – Maryan Hanson, Albert Sheffield and Wendy 
Cross 
Playground Inspection Liaison – Phil Milchard  
Village Hall Management Liaison – Albert Sheffield  
Parish Magazine Liaison – now vacant, to be arranged once a new Councillor is 
elected/co-opted  
Footpath Officers – Sue Wallis and Jo Watson  
Lengthsman Scheme Co-ordinator – David Weir 

 
Alison Sutton, Parish Clerk 

7, John Davies Place, Westcroft, Leominster, HR6 8JD,  07789 322771; 
Email: eardislandclerk@gmail.com  

 
EARDISLAND COMMUNITY SHOP 

 
The 5th Annual General Meeting of the Shop was held in the Village Hall on 3rd 
July to review the performance for the year ending 31st December 2013. 
 Since the creation of the venture we set ourselves aims and objectives 
by which we run the business and measure our success, these are: 
 

 to be viable and sustainable 

 to provide a service for the community 

 to be available to all 

 to be a community hub 

 to support local products and businesses 
 
In 2013 we again made a small operating surplus, much reduced on 2012, as we 
implemented a plan to reduce the margins on some products while not passing 
on price increases on others. We would rather our Customers had savings than 
pass money to HMRC! 

mailto:eardislandclerk@gmail.com
mailto:eardislandclerk@gmail.com
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 We also invested in some new fixtures and fittings and had a bit of a 
makeover to clean and brighten the place up. Our results show that we have a 
viable and sustainable business. 
 The service provided covered over 2900 hours for the Shop to be open 
and a range of products that meets the needs of our Customers. We open far 
greater hours than most Community Shops in the U.K., and we thank our 
fantastic volunteers for achieving that. 
 The Shop is used by all sections of the Parish: children on their way to 
school, people on their way to work and those who have just run out of milk, we 
are here for everybody and happy to serve. 
 The inclusion of the Shop in the Dovecote has no doubt given the 
Dovecote an uplift both in terms of investment in the building and the number of 
visits both by parishioners and visitors. 
 The notice board has become the prime site for Eardisland notices and 
has become a tourist information centre with the large availability of guides on 
what to do in Herefordshire. 
 In support of local products, 74% of sales by value come from products 
produced within 30 miles of the Shop and mostly from Herefordshire. This is 
slightly down on 2012 reflecting where we have held or reduced margins and 
prices on local eggs, milk, butter, bread, cakes, biscuits, honey. 
 In 2013 through the Eardisland Community Shop Grant Fund we were 
able to support other groups in the Parish with grants of just under £600; in 
addition we donate products or prizes to groups in the Parish holding fundraising 
events. 
 The Management Committee put in an estimated 1000 hours a year, 
outside Shop hours, to provide the products and service we offer and ensure we 
have a viable and sustainable enterprise. 
 As Chair I would like to thank all the team for their tremendous support 
and contribution. The team was re-elected for 2015. 
 We on the Committee know that without the tremendous support from 
the Community none of the above is possible, be it as a customer, volunteer or 
both.  Volunteers are the key to everything and we would like more. I know it 
seems we are always asking but spreading the load really would be helpful. If you 
have thought of volunteering but are apprehensive about the till or the scales 
come down and spend some time with us, see what we do and how you can help. 
We do not leave anybody on their own until they are confident they can cope. 
 

Albert Sheffield - Eardisland Community Shop Committee 
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KINGSLAND AND EARDISLAND HOSPICE FRIENDS 
 
At our street collection in Leominster on 6

th
 June we raised £324. So thank you to 

all who volunteered to take part. Kingsland Open Gardens, held on 14
th

 June, 
raised another £330. 
 It was a  glorious sunny day to view some wonderful gardens. 
Continuing the garden theme, our next event is the annual coffee morning in the 
Tea Rooms at Eardisland, kindly provided by Barry and Kathleen Freeman. We are 
usually fortunate in having good weather, and it has become a regular "event" in 
the village year. Please make a note of the date, Thursday 4

th
 September  and 

enjoy a coffee with friends whilst contributing to the Hospice funds. 
Many thanks to all who support us.  

Dorothy Brown  01544 388389 
Beryl Hoda  01544 388131 

Annie Mitchell  01544 388605 
 
OPEN GARDEN 

 
Open Garden by the river Arrow at Black Barn, Eardisland 
HR6 9AS, home of Mavis  and Doug Tantrum. Trains will be 
running on the 'O' gauge layout and rides being given on the 
5"track. 
 This will be on Saturday 19

th
 July from 10 - 4pm. 

Refreshments and barbecue food served all day. There will 
be a book stall and bric-a-brac. Come and wander in the garden and even enjoy a 
paddle if it is warm enough. Admission adults £3 and accompanied children free. 
Funds being raised for Eardisland Bowling club.  01544 397972 
 
EARDISLAND ART GROUP 
 
Seven members from the Eardisland Art Group are entering the Hereford Art 
Week (H.Art) and will be exhibiting at the Eardisland Village Hall from Saturday 
6th September until Sunday 14

th
 September inclusive from 11am -  5pm each 

day. This will bring in important revenue for the village hall and visitors to our 
lovely village. We do hope that you will visit the exhibition and partake of the 
home made cakes and refreshments provided, thus showing our long standing 
Art Group your support. 

Mavis Tantrum (one of the seven) 
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FOOTPATH REPORT SUMMARY 2013 - 2014 
 
This year we are concentrating our efforts on improving ED 1A, 2 and 3, the 
connected footpaths which lead from the Bowling Club, past the oak, over 
farmland and on to Burton Lane. We walked the path last week, cutting back 
some of the vegetation and checking the stiles and crossings. 
 The first part up to Patslie Coppice is rutted where it crosses farmland 
and overgrown with rape crop, but it is reasonably well maintained with sturdy 
stiles and an excellent footbridge leading to the coppice. After this there is a 
plank crossing and then a boundary stile which is in very poor condition and 
dangerous to use. We have reported this to Herefordshire Council as a defect. 
From this point the path becomes more difficult to follow and the last part 
before the lane is uncomfortable to walk, mainly because it is rutted with clumps 
of hard earth. This part of the path after the wobbly stile is less defined because 
it seems it is seldom walked now, so we are hoping a safe new gate will rectify 
this. If the path is walked regularly it improves the surface and maintains a 
defined route. 
  We have the permission of the landowners concerned to replace the 
dangerous stile, and also the two wooden ones at the beginning of the walk, with 
kissing gates. These will be in place as soon as possible, making the path an 
attractive round walk, incorporating the lane, to lead back to the village. 
  We have met our new local steward, Phil Pankhurst, and his advice and 
support have been very welcome.  
 If you have any concerns or information about the footpaths, please 
contact us.  

Jo Watson and Sue Wallis 
Tel 01544 388066 

Email: dandswallis@hotmail.co.uk 
 
FRENCH, THE NATIONAL CURRICULUM AND EARDISLAND 
 
As French is about to become part of the National Curriculum for younger 
children in our schools at the start of next term, now is an ideal opportunity to 
broaden their horizons and help them learn from their French counterparts.  
Eardisland is twinned with and has very close links with, La Vieille Lyre in 
Normandy, France. Friendships have already been made with many adults from 
both villages and this could be extended to include our youngsters. Many lifelong 
friendships are formed through penpals with visits to and from France and 
England continuing well into adulthood. 
 If someone or a group of interested people were to set the wheels in 
motion it could open up a whole new world to our children. This could involve 

mailto:dandswallis@hotmail.co.uk
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family visits to the beautiful Normandy countryside sampling French life, its 
language, food and culture first hand. 
 If you are interested in finding out more please join the ETA at their 
coffee morning in the village hall on Saturday 2

nd
 August between 10.30am and 

12.30pm, or contact Margaret Milchard on 388097. 
 
EARDISLAND TWINNING ASSOCIATION 
 
Proposed programme of events for the forthcoming visit from La Vieille-Lyre: 

 
Friday 12

th
 - Monday 15

th
 September 

 
Friday pm – meet and greet our guests followed by dinner with hosts 
Saturday am/pm – visit to Kington Show 
Saturday pm – tea and cake in Rita’s tearooms 
Saturday evening – dinner with hosts 
Sunday am – commemorative service remembering the fallen of WWI 
Sunday pm – picnic on the recreation ground 
Sunday evening – gala dinner 
Monday am – lunch with hosts 
 
We hope that as many of you as possible will be able to join in the events, 
especially the picnic on the rec. This will be a great day out for all the family with 
rounders, croquet and a French/English boule competition. Bring your own 
picnic, tables, chairs and blankets and stay as long as you like! 
 There are a limited number of spaces available at the Saturday 
afternoon tea and evening gala dinner. Both of these will be charged at cost 
price. As space at both venues is limited, places must be booked and paid for in 
advance and will be on a first come, first served basis. 
 If you would like to become involved in the Twinning Association or 
would like further details on an of the above, please join us at our French/English 
coffee morning in the village hall on Saturday 2

nd
 August between 10.30 and 

12.30. Alternatively contact Margaret MIlchard on 388097. 
 We look forward to seeing you at the coffee morning and during the 
French visit. 

Eardisland Twinning Association Committee  
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 ‘Share A Care’ 

The Local Link 

 

Connecting the people of Eardisland 
 

Join us for a free 

cuppa and a chat  
on Thursday 31

st
 July 

and 

Thursday 28
th
 August 

from  

2.30pm  
in 

Eardisland Village Hall 

Everyone is invited! 
Together we can make a difference!  

https://www.google.co.uk/search?rlz=1T4ADRA_enGB417GB419&tbm=isch&q=chain+link+clip+art&revid=399078923&biw=1280&bih=835&dpr=1
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SERVICES AT CHURCH OF ST MARY THE VIRGIN, EARDISLAND 

 
Priest-in-Charge: Rev. Julie Read   01568 708255 or 07968916783 

rev.julie@btinternet.com 
 

Churchwardens:    Beryl Hoda, Arrow Lawn, Eardisland,   01544 388131  
   Dian Cope, Downome, Church Rd, Eardisland 
    01544 388317 
 

Deputy Churchwarden:                      Richard Kirby 01544 388810  
Deputy Churchwarden and Treasurer:       Peter Brown 01544 388389 
Deputy Churchwarden and Organist:         Annette Blyth 01544 388241 

 
Please see the Prime Rota in the church porch for further details. 

 
 

 

Sunday 6
th

 July 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

 

Friday 11
th

 July 

Benefice Quiet Day  Llangastry Priory 
 

 

Sunday 13
th

  July 

9.30 am Matins Eardisland 

 

Sunday 20
th

 July 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

 

Sunday 27
th

 July  

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

 

Sunday 3
rd

 August 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

 

Sunday 10th August 

9.30 am Matins Eardisland 

 

Sunday 17
th

 August 

mailto:rev.julie@btinternet.com
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9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

 

Sunday 24
th

 August 

11.00am Benefice Service Kingsland 

 

Sunday 31
st

 August 

9.30am Holy Communion Eardisland 

N.B. Rev Julie Read away 3
rd

 – 15
th

 August  
 
FROM THE REV JULIE READ 

 
One of the privileges of being the local priest is being 
asked to lead services: wedding services, funeral services, 
baptism services, services for the celebration of life, 
services to honour those who gave their lives in time of 
war, and I am always, without fail, humbled to journey 
with families, friends and community through these 
times. 
 They are occasions  that stop us in our tracks and 
in our lives and help us to say “yes” - I'm  going along the 
right path, or “no”  - that certainly made me think and I 

want to change something. Hopefully everytime we gather together to 
remember those who gave their lives in time of war it should strengthen our 
resolve to work for peace – peace in the world, peace in our country, peace in 
our community, peace in our homes and families, peace in our own lives. 
 It is difficult to change anything (as I know from my constant battle to 
get my body into trim) but it is important that we struggle and grapple with these 
things and never give up. It is soon time for another generation of young people 
to leave school or college and enter the world of work or no work, endless 
choice, and freedom from the rigours of education. This can be exciting or 
confusing but at the end of the day it is not whether we are amazingly successful 
in our exams or didn't make the 5 GCSEs that are a benchmark, but whether we 
can live with love through the chances and changes of this world. 
 We had a lovely moment in a benefice service recently, where Warren 
Alexander, an actor by training, came into the service and was St Paul writing his 
letters to the Corinthians. It was a take-off of a version seen on television and 
very funny! St Paul wrote many letters and one of the moments of great clarity is 
chapter 13 from his first letter to the Corinthians. At the end of the letter he 
wrote......... and now faith, hope and love abide............ these three and the 
greatest of these is love. May love abide in this community as we work together 
for the good of all people. 
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EARDISLAND CHURCH FETE 
 
On Saturday, 5

th
 

July, hundreds 
of villagers and 
visitors enjoyed 
the second 
Church Fete of 
recent years 
which was held 
in the glorious 
gardens of Glan 
Arrow.  Despite 
dire warnings, 
the weather 

was kind for the Fete itself and also for the days of setting up and the recovery 
and clear-up.  The gardens looked fantastic as ever and were the perfect back-
drop for the many stalls and activities which made up what was a traditional 
Fete.  The many people who turned out to help, and enjoy the Fete will have 
been impressed by the incredible river-side location and the obvious care which 
the gardens enjoy;  thank you the James family. 
 In order to make a Church Fete happen, many villagers had to work 
incredibly hard, but most importantly it required the community to turn out in 
numbers to support the event and to spend generously.  In this respect the event 
was a great success.  We measure our success on two levels, firstly, over £3,000 
has been raised which will go towards Church running costs, but more 
importantly it was a good fun event which most people who attended will have 
enjoyed. 
 It is important to record here the thanks of the PCC for the hard work of 
the very large team of helpers who worked a four day period to make the Fete 
happen.  We were fortunate to have certain aspects of the Fete covered by 
sponsors to whom we offer our sincere thanks;  so many bottles, so many prizes, 
so much by way of produce, BBQ, Bar, and Tea Rooms – we all benefited.  Also, 
we must not forget the families who loaned the essential tents and site 
equipment – without their support we could not have functioned. 
 In the end though, our thanks must go to all the Parishioners and others 
who attended the Fete and gave so generously making the event the great 
success it was! 

Richard Kirby   (Deputy Church Warden) 
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EARDISLAND CHURCH BBQ 2014 

HARDWICK HOUSE 

UPPER HARDWICK 

PEMBRIDGE 

 

Saturday 2
nd

 August 

6.30pm 

 

Licensed Bar 

BBQ and Vegetarian Fare 

Live Music 

Grand Raffle 

Garden Open 

Firework Finale 9.30pm 

 

Tickets  

(£12, £7 under 16, Free under 5) 

 Village Shop 

Freeman’s Tearooms 

 Peter Brown 01544 388389 

Dian Cope 01544 388317 
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EARDISLAND 

RIVERSIDE OPEN GARDENS 

 

BANK HOLIDAY WEEKEND 

AUGUST 23
RD

 24
TH

 25
TH

  

11am – 5pm 

 

GARDENS 

 

 (TICKETS £5 from VILLAGE 

HALL)  

 

TEAS 

 

NEW CHURCH EXHIBITION  

& 

RIVER of COINS 

  



22 
 

HEREFORDSHIRE HISTORIC CHURCHES TRUST SPONSORED RIDE AND STRIDE  
 
This will take place on Saturday 13

th
 September 2014,  any fit and healthy riders 

and walkers who would like to keep up their fitness levels and, of course, raise 
money at the same time, please contact me Dian Cope, 388317 and I will be 
pleased to hand over a sponsor form. 
 Hope to hear from someone soon...... 
 
 
FRAUDSTERS TARGET FIVE PEOPLE IN HEREFORDSHIRE 
 
An 85-year-old woman from Kington, Herefordshire, is one of the latest victims of 
a scam in which fraudsters posing as police officers get details of bank accounts 
and steal their cash. 
 At about 8pm on Sunday 22 June, the woman received a call from a man 
who said he was from the Metropolitan Police Service and that her bank card had 
been used fraudulently somewhere in London. He asked for details of her bank 
card and credit card, both of which she gave to him. 
 The offender told the woman to ring off and dial 999 so that she knew it 
was a genuine call, and when she did this she heard what she believed to be the 
usual "do you want fire, police or ambulance" response. However, the offender 
had not hung up and was still on the phone. 
 He asked her to key in her PIN, which she did, and after some discussion 
said that a courier would call round to collect the cards. He told her not to cancel 
the cards as new ones would be sent to her. 
 About 20 minutes later a man called to collect the cards, and the 
following day the woman had a call from her bank to say that £300 had been 
taken out of her account. 
 The fake courier is described as a white male, about 5'6" to 5'8" tall, 
clean shaven and slightly scruffy in appearance. 
 Anyone who saw this male, or anyone acting suspiciously in the Church 
Hill Road area of Kington on Sunday night is asked to call West Mercia Police on 
101 quoting incident number 449s 230614, or contact Crimestoppers 
anonymously on 0800 555111 or www.crimestoppers-uk.org 
 Four other people in Herefordshire were targeted using the same scam 
on Sunday. 
 They too received calls from individuals claiming to be from the 
Metropolitan Police Service and saying that their bank details had been 
compromised in some way. 

 

http://dmtrk.net/1EIK-2KSZ0-7RS1M2-14YHMO-1/c.aspx
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 A man in Church Street, Bromyard, (incident number 460s 220614) was 
told that someone had been arrested for using his credit cards, though his bank 
confirmed that there had been no dubious transactions. 
 In High Street, Leintwardine, Ludlow, (incident number 446s 220614) a 
man was told that £2,000 had been taken from his account and in Mansel Lacey 
(incident number 508s 220614) a man was told that his card had been 
fraudulently used. 
 In the Dorstone area of Herefordshire (incident number 618s 220614) a 
woman was told to take her cards to London and when she said she couldn't was 
told that a courier would call to collect them. A courier did arrive, but the cards 
were not handed over. 
 Police believe that these incidents are connected and follow the pattern 
of a nationwide scam which is being investigated by forces across the country. 
 They warn all individuals to be wary of attempts to defraud them in this 
manner and advise the following: 

 Never divulge your PIN. Banks and police will not ask for this over the 
phone and will not come to the house to collect them. 

 If you get one of these calls, end it and call the police on 999 from 
another phone, or 101 if this has happened in the past. 

 If you have given any details cancel cards immediately. 

 If you phone the bank, use the number on your banking details – not 
one given to you by the caller. 

 If someone comes to your door pretending to be a police officer 
remember that they always carry a warrant card. If you have any doubts 
make them wait outside while you phone the police force. Genuine 
callers will understand. 

 Do not be embarrassed to report a fraud if you have been affected. This 
is a national scam and you are not alone – many people have been taken 
in by it. 

They also advise family and neighbours of elderly or vulnerable people to give 
them this advice. 
DCI Sean Paley said: "It is a great concern that vulnerable people are still being 
tricked out of their money by these callous individuals. 
"I would urge anyone who has contact with elderly or vulnerable people to 
spread the word and make sure that they are aware of this scam so that they 
do not become victims. 
"Talk to them and pass on our safety advice, support them if they think they may 
already be victims and report any suspicious activity to the police." 

Mercia Police 
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 EARDISLAND IN BLOOM 
 
We would 
like to 
thank 
everyone 
who 
either 
attended, 
donated 
or helped 

in any way with the 3
rd

 Plant Sale 
held on 17

th
 May in the village hall. 

We raised just over £190, not quite 
as high as last year, but useful 
money to help us with our activities 
for the rest of this year.  
The team is pleased with the work 
carried out this year and is grateful 
for the compliments of parishioners 
and visitors alike. At the time of 
writing these notes we are 
experiencing a dry and warm spell 
which means we are likely to need a 
watering rota, so those words will 
probably mean the return of cold 
and wet weather!  
 We hope to complete the 
re-staining of the Play Area before 
the start of the school holidays with 
well over half the work now 
completed. The stain is the one 
item In Bloom seeks reimbursement 
from the parish council, everything 
else, including insurance for the 
allotment, coming from In Bloom 
funds. 

 Some of you may have 
noticed the build up of silt and 
weed in the Mill Race approaching 
the bridge. This has had an adverse 
effect on the flow of water which 
feeds through to the moat where 
the water level has dropped 
dramatically. Subsequently fish 
have been suffocating and other 
wildlife, such as otters, moving on. 
Working in conjunction with the 
parish council, we have been liaising 
with the Environment Agency for 
well over a year to seek their help 
with this problem. We have now 
been assured that action will be 
taken (no time given) and that the 
silt will be removed using specialist 
equipment. It is likely the Mill Race 
bank will be restored for a distance 
of around 20 yards approaching the 
bridge, whilst the silt under the 
bridge itself will be completely 
cleared. We are grateful to the 
Environment Agency, that has 
pointed out to us that it is usually 
the responsibility of the land owner 
adjacent to the Mill Race to keep it 
clear, for their help in this matter.  
In the meantime E Team members 
have twice restored the flow of 
water, removing several loads of 
debris and overgrown plant. 
 

Phil Milchard, Chris Watson and 
Eric Pilcher
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A CLASSIC SUMMER 
 
A series of spellbinding mornings have heralded the arrival of summer this year.  
From my desk I see the sun rising above the trees on the castle mound before 
climbing above the church tower.  This is my 49

th
 summer in Eardisland and it’s a 

sight of which I shall never tire. 
 
SUMMER MORNINGS: EARDISLAND 
 
Long before I found it 
Eardisland was here: 
Long after I have gone 
Eardisland will stay. 
But, I am lucky to be here 
For a brief period. 
 
On summer mornings at dawn 
I look and listen to Eardisland: 
Nature awakens all around 
It’s the time to which I am drawn. 
 
Sunlight pierces the trees, 
Birdsong has peerless purity, 
The church clock strikes the early hours, 
The flowers are opening for the bees. 
 
I’ve missed the best times of the year 
If I miss the summer mornings, 
When the days are fresh and sparkling 
And the birdsong’s all I hear. 
 
Yes, I’m lucky to be in Eardisland 
For a brief period …. 
 
Barry Freeman 
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. . . AND A CLASSIC ROSE 
 
This magnificent rose 
tree was propagated 
from an ancient rose 
by Marie Davies of 
Burton Lane. 
According to the late 
Peter Glenn, the 
original tree was over 
a century old. 
 Thanks to 
Kathleen Freeman for 
the photograph, 
taken on Sunday 6

th
 

July 2014. 

           

  

  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
MORE DIFFICULTIES FOR TEACHERS OF ENGLISH 

 
 There was a row among the oarsmen about how to row. 

 They were too close to the door to close it. 

 The buck does funny things when the does are present. 

 A seamstress and a sewer fell down into a sewer. 

 To help with planting, the farmer taught his sow to sow. 

 The wind was too strong to wind the sail. 

 Upon seeing the tear in the painting I shed a tear. 

 I had to subject the subject to a series of tests. 

 How can I intimate this to my most intimate friend? 
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Military Charities Concert 
featuring  

British Police Symphony Orchestra  
and  

Cantabile Girls’ Choir, Hereford Cathedral School 
Finalists: BBC Songs of Praise School Choir of the Year 

 

Hereford Cathedral 
7.30pm 18 October 2014  

 
All funds raised will be used for the welfare of Service & ex-Service Personnel 

and their families in Herefordshire 
 

Tickets: £20, £15, £10, £5 (includes Souvenir Programme) 
 
Available from 28 June at: 
Hereford Cathedral Shop (01432 374210) (booking fee applies) 
The Outback, 19a Church Street, Hereford (01432 275063) 
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EARDISLAND BOWLING CLUB 
 
The club is enjoying another 
successful season, both on and off 
the green, although the men 
slipped out of the Hereford Times 
Cup at the first hurdle at Eastnor, 
never an easy trip. However, the 
Men’s side have enjoyed better 
fortune in the Wednesday League, 
which they have entered for the 
first time and are currently 
pushing hard for second place in 

the table, behind Ross ‘B’ and Bulmers. Club night remains as popular as ever, 
with an average of around 26 members attending.  
It seems far too premature to mention it, but should you wish to make a note, 
Closing Day will be Sunday 21

st
 September @ 2pm, when everyone is welcome 

for the traditional barbeque.  
Phil Milchard 

 
MESSAGE FROM THE BELLRINGERS 

 
Part of the magic of living in an English village such as this is the sound of the 
church bells. We ring them for Sunday Service, to celebrate the joy of weddings 
and village festivals and sadly when loved ones are laid to rest. We ring because 
it is enjoyable, interesting and fun! 
 However, we have reached a point where we need more ringers. Some 
ringers have moved away and probably ring elsewhere, some have retired and 
some have died. This is life but it leaves us very short. There is only one ringer 
registered for Eardisland and he lives in Leominster! 
 Bellringing is an enjoyable activity and can be learnt from ages 8 - 80+; 
so why not join us and learn to ring? Beginning in September this year a five 
week course of 10 lessons (two a week) will be held at Kingsland and Eardisland, 
so join us by booking your place now. The cost will be £25 for the full course. (On 
average £2.50 a lesson is excellent value). 
 

Call Pat on 01544 340295 or email patkey@mypostoffice.co.uk  
 

If you hear us ringing on a Monday evening, do come and see us, see what we 
are doing and have a chat. You are most welcome! 
 

Bo Hollingshurst 

mailto:patkey@mypostoffice.co.uk
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SOME HISTORY OF EARDISLAND 
 
1828 
       Roads, then as now, were a point of issue in the parish. “A meeting at the Bull 
on 2 August 1828 decided what portion of the highway rate should be allotted 
for the use of the Kington Turnpike Trust. It was not to exceed £80, and it was to 
be entirely consumed within the parish and on hauling. One Job Juson was 
appointed by John Tong, the Surveyor of the Parish Highways, as collector of the 
highway rates.” [Reeves. ‘The Leon Valley...’, page 166]. 
 
1811 
       The Parish Register records 13 burials in 1811. Four of the deceased are 
described as Infant: 
       Jany 13 William Robberts              Infant 
       Feby 22 ............ Harland               Infant 
               24 John Hutton Robinson      Infant 
      March 3d  Mathew Greenly           Infant 
The next youngest were: 
       Decembr 6

th
 Francis Gibbons       11 

       Oct 15         Benjamin Trumper    23 
The oldest was: 
       July 4

th
       Elizabeth Morris       92 (She would therefore have been born circa 

1719). 
 
1719 
       The only reference I have for the year 1719 is my transcript of a badly 
mutilated page of the Parish Book [HRO AJ32/58]: 
       Overseers and Churchwardens 
       W

m
 Hare for Mr Cutlers Estate at Henton 

       (R)
d
 Morris for Ridox but hird R....... 

       Throughout this source, which extends from 1703 to 1837, it is evident that 
these two officers were changed each year and that there was an informal rota 
involving those of appropriate status in the parish, established by family name as 
much as by where they lived. The Morris family in this parish are found in various 
circumstances in several sources over the last 490 years or so. 
 
1525 
       Under the heading Eryslone & Hardewyke [Eardisland & Hardwick] Walter 
Morris Mories was assessed, on the basis of the goods he possessed, to pay iiiLi.  
iiis.  vid this being the ‘Second Payment in 1525 under the Subsidy Act of 1523’. 
[Faraday M. (Ed). ‘Herefordshire Taxes in the Reign of Henry VIII’]. There are 28 
other names listed. 
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       Under a separate heading Brome, Hynton & Twyford [Broom, Hinton & 
Twyford] are a further seven names. One of these seven was Thomas Badlond 
who, on the basis of the goods he possessed, was assessed to pay iiiLi.  xviiid. 
       After 1525 I have a further five references to the Badlond family, the most 
recent dating to 1864. These references , if in any way representative, suggest 
that the saying in Family History circles “From rags to riches and back again in 3-5 
generations” is more realistic than some might think likely.  
 
1850 
       Slater’s Directory, entitled Herefordshire 1850 after a brief description of the 
village and parish of EARDISLAND (itself under a blanket heading Pembridge etc) 
employs 14 sub-headings: Gentry and Clergy: Academies and Schools: 
Blacksmiths: Boot and Shoe Makers: Butchers: Carpenters and Joiners: Grocers 
and Dealers in Sundries: Inns and Public Houses: Millers: Stone Masons: Tailors: 
Carriers: Miscellaneous. 
       Members of the Bassett family appear under three of these headings: 
       John Bassett.  (Boot and Shoe Makers). 
       James Bassett. (Carpenters and Joiners). 
       John Bassett.   (Grocers and Dealers in Sundries). 
       The very next year a different Directory lists similar, but different, 
information. 
 
1851 
        Lascelles & Co. Directory and Gazeteer of Herefordshire, 1851 lists: 
       Bassett James, victualler, carpenter and joiner Swan 
       Bassett John, boot and shoemaker and shopkeeper  
       Unless these two year records are read very carefully, there is room for 
confusion. 
       The very next entry of the 1851 (Lascelles) Directory records another man 
with a diversity of occupations. Henry Bullock was Post Master, School-master, 
Parish Clerk, and shopkeeper 
       This is by no means the earliest reference to the Bullock family in the parish. 
 
1524 
       Xp(ist)oforus Bolock  Sa.  xxs.  vid  is one of eleven names under the heading 
Borton (Burton) of those assessed to pay under the terms of the 1523 Subsidy 
Act; First Post-Memorial Payment in 1524. The abbreviation Sa stands for in 
selario which the Glossary lists as on wages [Faraday... ‘Herefordshire 
Taxes.......’].  
       That I am correct in having indexed this person as Christopher Bullock is 
confirmed by a similar entry the following year when, under a heading worded 
the same, is Xp(ist)oforus Bullock   St.    ***/   being the Second Payment in 1525 
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under the Subsidy Act of 1523. The abbreviation  St.  stands for  in stipendiis  viz. 
for wages. The asterisks indicate no information listed. [Ibid]. 
       After 1524/1525 I have no record of the Bullock family in Burton until 1679. 
Bullock family references which I have for 1569, 1589 and 1619, whilst specific to 
the parish of Eardisland, are not identifiably associated with the Burton area. 
 
1679 
       c.1679-1702.   .......Richard Bullock Dowes meadow....... This is from a Glebe 
Terrier [HRO HD2/3/13]. By association with the wording immediately before and 
after this extract, it is safe to place Dowes Meadow in the area covered by my 
Burton projects. 

George Alderson 
 
ANOTHER OBE CONNECTION WITH BURTON COURT 

 

 
Helen Simpson’s step-father was Grevile Philips, County Land Surveyor for 
Herefordshire, who was also involved in the 2

nd
 World War in developing 

schemes to promote the development of agriculture, with the Dig for Victory 
campaign. This involved providing information and funds to landowners, 
smallholders and others to provide feedstuffs for animals together with seeds 
and crop materials for those with vegetable gardens. He also worked closely with 
Sir Richard Cotterell in achieving the successful designation of Queen’s Wood on 
Dinmore Hill, as ‘The People’s Park’, in 1936. At the discussions which were held 
by a committee to achieve this end, his wife, Lady Evelyn Cotterell, would 
sometimes attend, bringing her own sandwiches for lunch. The group that met 
had to consider applications for coupons for additional funds to assist in the 
development of their businesses during times of shortage. Helen recalls her 
stepfather recounting one such meeting at which the committee had to consider 
a request which began, “Sirs: Please supply me with a coupon for the pigs in my 
hotel...” 
 Helen also describes how Sir Richard Cotterell came to visit Mrs Clowes 
during the war to discuss issues with her about the progress of the war effort in 
developing more effective agricultural output among small holders. She 

Following the account in the last edition of the parish magazine about the 
award of the OBE to Mrs Clowes for her work to encourage smallholders to 
be productive during the 1

st
 World War, Helen Simpson has added further 

interesting information. This includes the award of another OBE to someone 
with a connection to Burton Court, and the occasion when Queen Mary 
visited Eardisland. 
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remembers that he also had skills as a water diviner which he sometimes 
successfully displayed to those cottagers he visited. (At his funeral, there was a 
great turnout of those he had encouraged and helped.) 
 The work of her stepfather and Sir Richard Cotterell was especially 
important for the work they did in securing Queen’s Wood as the beautiful 
recreation park it has become. Helen explained how this land was purchased by 
public subscription for preservation in perpetuity as an open space in 
commemoration of King George V’s Silver Jubilee. 
 The campaign to raise funds began in 1935 and eventually £5,597. 13s. 
5d was obtained out of which the proportion for Dinmore Hill was purchased for 
£3,379s.1s. The Herefordshire General Hospital received £1,687.17s. 7d and the 
County Nursing Association £344. 17s.3d. Helen’s step-father was specifically 
mentioned in the vote of thanks, given by Lord Somers, Chairman of the 
Committee, having done much of the surveying and laying out of the land. Helen 
also recalled how he had told her about how he nurtured a small oak sapling in 
1935 and was able to provide it on the occasion of a visit by Queen Mary, wife of 
George V, in 1937, which she duly planted in his presence.   
 Queen Mary came in July of that year to visit Herefordshire.  She stayed 
in Eastnor castle and whilst in the vicinity toured parts of North Herefordshire, 
including Eardisland. She passed through Leominster, where it was recorded that 
“the procession of cars arrived at the town via Etnam Street where the pavements 
were thickly lined with residents. Many employers allowed their employees to 
leave their business premises for the time being and this thoughtful act was 
greatly appreciated....the crowd was at its densest along West Street and up 
Bargates..” However, as she approached Eardisland crowds gathered, including 
many, who a report said, “had come by motor coach from the surrounding district 
to catch a glimpse of the Queen..” The Royal car made stop at The Staick House, 
then to the bridge where the view was admired. As it passed over “there were 
cheers from the crowd and the children at the war memorial..” It is thought that 
she visited Burton Court to meet Mrs Clowes (although sadly there are no details 
mentioned in the newspaper report of the time). The Queen then proceeded to 
Dinmore Hill where a ceremony took place at which she planted an oak, the one 
grown by Grevile Phillips in a special basket so it would be ready for her use. On 
this occasion Grevile Philips was presented to her. From there she headed off to 
Hampton Court where she was staying the night. However, the visit it seems, was 
marked by particularly beautiful weather.  
It is clear that Grevile Phillips undertook important work for Herefordshire, as 
County Land Agent. The family then lived in the Friars House, in Hereford city. The 
development of Queen’s Wood for the people of the County, was perhaps the 
culmination of this work. In addition he achieved great success in his 
encouragement of the development of agriculture during the war and duly 
received the OBE in recognition of all his contributions. It is interesting to recall 
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how Mrs Clowes who lived in Burton Court was also awarded the OBE in 
recognition of her similar effective work during the 1

st
 World War. In this way 

there remains a connection between these two people and Helen Simpson who 
lives there now and who is also closely associated, over a long period of time, 
with the work of St John’s Ambulance and The Red Cross. 
 
Postscript: I wrote to Peggi Olausen who lives in New Zealand to ask if she 
recalled the occasion when Queen Mary came to Eardisland. Her response was 
tinged with sadness: She said “It was my last day at Eardisland School and Mr 
Wood, the headmaster, chose me and Mable Rogers to present the Queen with a 
bouquet from the gardens of Burton Court. Mable was the youngest member in 
the school and she was given the task of carrying the bouquet which we were to 
give to the Queen.  I had to look after Mable! We were all lined up in our Sunday 
best dresses in front of the War Memorial. Our parents and friends were all 
watching with great excitement. After the Royal car stopped on the Bridge, for the 
Queen to see the famous view, it then drove on to the centre of the village, but 
sadly the Royal party just sailed passed.  Someone had forgotten to tell the driver 
to stop! What an anti climax that was. I think a letter of apology was later sent to 
the school...” But no doubt Peggi and Mabel would have preferred to have given 
the Queen the bouquet. 

Paul Selfe 
 
EARDISLAND WEATHER FOCUS 

 
At last some warmer weather. The weather for May was variable 
with barometer readings from 29.10 to 30.00, with temperatures 
ranging from 10 to 26 degrees (C). The total rainfall for the month 
was 100mm (4 inches) with 59mm (2.3 inches) of rain between 
the 22

nd
 and 25

th
 with the river rising to 32 inches (813.0 mm). 

The comparison with May last year was 60mm of rain (2.358 inches). The 
weather for June has been more settled with barometer readings from 29.24 to 
29.88 ,there was no rain between the 12

th
 and 26

th
, but 23 mm (0 .903inches) of 

rain with thunder and lightning between the 27
th

 and 28
th

. Total rainfall for the 
month was 59mm (2.318 inches) with temperatures to 28 degrees (C), with the 
river dropping to 8 inches (203 mm) the lowest since last year. Comparison with 
June last year was 25mm (0.982 inches). 
 I have been asked what the average rainfall for Eardisland has been. I 
only have records for the last four years, but I make it 636.5 mm (25 inches). 
Wild life sightings at Black Barn have been an otter on the 6

th
 June, a Green 

Woodpecker, three Kingfishers and a host of Fly Catchers. 
Doug Tantrum reporting from Black Barn 
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This edition of the Eardisland Parish Magazine was printed by 
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© Published and copyright: Eardisland Parish Council 
The post of liaison officer for the Parish Council is currently vacant 

 
Views expressed are those of individual contributors and not necessarily those of 

Eardisland Parish Council. The Eardisland Parish Magazine is published by Eardisland 
Parish Council without inserts. 

 
The Eardisland Parish Magazine is posted online in pdf format on the village website: 

 
Please visit: www.eardisland.org.uk  
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