
1 
 

 

THE EARDISLAND PARISH MAGAZINE 
 

MARCH 2014 
 

ISSUE 142 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Winter floods in Eardisland - 2013/2014 
 

Pictures from Eardisland Flood Group, with thanks 
 



2 
 

In this issue: 
 

Index/Editorial 2 Eardisland in Bloom 19 

Village Diary/Village Show 3 Children’s Allotment 20 

Parish Council Matters 4 Tenerife 21 

Village Notices 6 Bowling Club and Cricket 22 

Village Hall 7 Oldest Eardisland? 23 

W.I. 8 Eardisland Grammar School 24 

Big Breakfast 9 Eardislandiana 27 

Share a Care 10 Weather 29 

St Mary the Virgin Church 14 Theatre Goers 30 

Simpson’s Brewery 18 Contacts 40 
 
 

EDITORIAL 
 
I really thought, rather naively, that my 
cover picture of the village shop in the 
last edition, with rather too much water 
near it, was a one-off affair. Not so. The 
cover on this edition shows just a few of 
the many photographs of floods which 
have been a recurring theme of this 
‘winter’ -  let’s hope that this is now 
behind us, but I fear the longer-term 
consequences for farms, roads and 
foundations will be with us for years to 
come. 
 Doug Tantrum contacted me 
to say that he keeps weather readings, 
and is prepared to take over from the 
late Peter Glenn - I am grateful to Doug 
and hope you find his reports of 
interest, and they will be, of course, a 
matter of record. 
 During the absence of 
Neighbourhood Watch full reports, I still 
receive regular reports by email from 
the Police, and there is nothing too 
much to report -  there is relatively low-
level crime mostly involving theft from 
out-buildings. However, there is one 
local report that is especially disturbing: 
the discovery that one of the crucifixes 

in the church has been desecrated by 
heavy scratch marks scored into the 
metal. Who and why would anyone do 
such a thing? It would be helpful if 
walkers going through the churchyard 
could an eye out for unusual activities in 
and around the church, and contact 
either Dian Cope  388317 or Beryl 
Hoda  388131. 
 Rather embarrassingly, I 
managed recently to delete accidentally 
a number of emails because of my total 
incompetence in understanding a new 
phone. I have tried to contact all those 
affected, but if you sent an email which 
has not been published, please accept 
my apologies. Please note that, from 
now on, you will know if I have received 
copy for the magazine when you receive 
a personal (not automated) return 
‘thanks’. 
 Finally, I draw your attention 
to the Parish Council meeting on 
Thursday 3

rd
 April. Its purpose is to 

consider the Eardisland Parish 
Neighbourhood Plan, which involves 
many aspects of village life, including 
building. If you are able, please attend. 

 
Chris Bivand 
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EARDISLAND VILLAGE DIARY 2013/2014 

 
Thursday 27th March Parish Council Meeting, Village Hall, 7.30pm 

Saturday 29th March WI Coffee Morning, VH, see page 8 

Saturday 29th March Litter Pick, page 19/Children’s Allotment, page 20 

Monday 31
st

 March Annual Parochial Church Meeting 

Thursday 3
rd

 April Annual Parish Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Sunday 6
th

 April Play Equipment Meeting, see page 4 

Thursday 10
th

 April 2014 Church Fete Meeting, see page 16 

Saturday 12
th

 April Bowling Season starts 

Saturday 19
th

 April Big Breakfast, VH, see page 9 

Monday 21
st

 April Easter Egg Treasure Hunt 

Thursday 24
th

 April Parish Council Meeting, Village Hall, 7.30pm 

Friday 2
nd

 May, Magazine Copy Date Friday 16
th

 May - Expected Distribution Date 

Saturday 17
th

 May Plant Swap, page 19 

Thursday 22
nd

 May Annual Meeting of the Parish Council, Village Hall, 
7.30pm 

Saturday 24
th

 May Coffee Morning and Table Sale, VH 

Thursday 26
th

 June Parish Council Meeting, Village Hall, 7.30pm 

Friday 4
th

 July, Magazine Copy Date Friday 18
th

 July - Expected Distribution Date 

Thursday 24
th

 July Parish Council Meeting, Village Hall, 7.30pm 

Sunday 17
th

 August Duck Races (note change of date) 

Friday 12
th

 September, Magazine 
Copy Date 

Friday 26
th

 September - Expected Distribution 
Date 

Wednesday 17
th

 September Family Quiz, 7.00pm, VH 

Thursday 18
th

 September Parish Council Meeting, Village Hall, 7.30pm 

Thursday 23
rd

 October Parish Council Meeting, Village Hall, 7.30pm 

Friday 7
th

 November, Magazine Copy 
Date 

Friday 21
st

 November - Expected Distribution Date 

Wednesday 19
th

 November Xmas Bingo, VH, 7.30pm 

Thursday 27
th

 November Parish Council Meeting, Village Hall, 7.30pm 

 
EARDISLAND VILLAGE SHOW SEPTEMBER 2014 
 
Due to an error of double booking, the Eardisland Village Show has been cancelled for 
2014. The date  for the following year will be Saturday 5

th
  September 2015. The already 

printed schedule will stand so as not to cause further upset. The up-to-date schedule will 
be included in the November issue of the Eardisland Parish Magazine. So please check 
dates of entries then for "Creative Writing" deadlines etc. 
 The Show Committee apologises for any inconvenience caused and trusts that it 
can rely on your support for the next endeavour. 

 
Mavis Tantrum E.V.S. Secretary 
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PARISH COUNCIL REPORT - JANUARY 2014 
 

Report for Parish Magazine March 2014 
 

Following the adoption of the Community Led Plan, the Parish Council is asking 
for volunteers to join small groups for each part of the CLP. If you would like to 
volunteer to join a group, please email the Parish Clerk on 
eardislandclerk@gmail.ccom with your name and which group you would like to 
volunteer for. The groups are as follows: 
Roads, road safety, speeding & traffic calming – led by Cllr Miller  
Hedges, ditches, drains & verges – led by Cllr Weir  
Flooding – led by Cllr Hanson 
Footpaths, Recreation ground, Other facilities and Children & young people – led 
by Cllr Milchard  
Environment and Signage – led by Cllrs Thomas and Cross 
Business, enterprise & local economy, Village Hall and Leisure & Tourism – led by 
Cllr Sheffield  
Housing & Development – will be moved forward by the Neighbourhood Plan 
Steering Group.  
 
Following the meetings on 1st February, there will be a follow-up meeting at 
11.00 am on Sunday 6th April to update the parish, particularly the younger 
members of the community, on progress made to introduce new play equipment 
to the recreation ground. Everyone who attended the initial meeting was warned 
that progress will be slow, but at some stage the Parish Council will seek funding 
via publicly-available grants. Most applications include a box to explain 'evidence 
of need'. Whilst the Community Led Plan is a great start, evidence is also 
qualified by the number of persons attending meetings, so the greater the 
turnout the better on 6th April. Please note this meeting is a Sunday, as the 
Council is aware several youngsters missed regular commitments last time and it 
is hoped a change of day will balance things up. The meeting is open to everyone 
and is not expected to last more than half an hour. The Council looks forward to 
seeing you at the village hall. 
 The Neighbourhood Plan boundary has been approved. A Steering 
Group will be recruited at the Annual Parish Meeting – now on Thursday 3rd 
April at 7.30 pm – to work on this important project. Please come to the meeting 
and hear how the Neighbourhood Plan will be taken forward. Please see the 
advert on page 5. 

Alison Sutton, Parish Clerk 
7, John Davies Place, Westcroft, Leominster, HR6 8JD,  07789 322771; 

Email: eardislandclerk@gmail.com  
 

mailto:eardislandclerk@gmail.ccom
mailto:eardislandclerk@gmail.com
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ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

3rd APRIL 2014 at 7.30 pm 

Eardisland Village Hall 

 

All welcome 

 

Guest Speaker 

Lynda Wilcox  
(Chief Executive of  

Herefordshire Association of Local Councils) 

 

‘Taking forward the 

Eardisland Parish 

Neighbourhood Plan’ 

 

Please come to the meeting 

and be part of this exciting 

new development for 

Eardisland 

 

The Parish Council look 

forward to seeing you at the 

meeting 
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ADDENDUM TO REVIEW OF 2013 (January issue, page 7) 
 
I have been asked to draw attention to the entry for 21 - 22 September 2013, 
where I omitted to clarify that Eardisland Church Floral Guild organised the 
Flower Festival. This unintentional omission is regretted. 

Barry Freeman 
 
EARDISLAND VILLAGE BAND – CHANGE OF DATE! 
 
The band has decided to move its annual concert ‘Eardisland Village Band and 
Friends’ from the previously published date of Saturday 18

th
 October 2014 to an 

evening in the spring of 2015. The new date will be published later this year. We 
apologise for any inconvenience caused. 

Ruth Brinton-Bivand 
 
ROAD CONDITIONS AND MAINTENANCE 
 
On Tuesday 11

th
 March I escorted our Ward Councillor Mark Cooper and an 

official from Balfour Beatty on a short tour of the village to highlight the 
condition of the roads. With a limited time slot of 30 minutes it was not possible 
to go further into the parish and the priority of Balfour Beatty is driven by the 
class of road, so their first priority will be the main road through the village. I did 
however manage to get them to look at Back Lane, Church Road and Broom 
Lane, which are particularly poor at present. 
 The Parish Council will in due course receive a written report on the 
problems, proposed action and a time plan and we will keep the parish informed. 
Please continue to advise us of the road issues across the parish as we seek to 
keep pressure on for repairs and improvements. 

Cllr. A. Sheffield 
 

KINGSLAND AND EARDISLAND HOSPICE FRIENDS 
 
On Shrove Tuesday, 4

th
 March, we had our soup and pancake lunch, which was 

well attended and so far has raised £800, which is a very good start to our 
fundraising year. 
 More details to follow of our future events and many thanks to all who 
support us. 

Dorothy Brown, Beryl Hoda, Annie Mitchell 
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VILLAGE HALL 
 
Help! We are looking for some new members for the Village Hall Management 
Committee. We organise events for the hall and meet a few times a few times in 
the year. We need people to help at various fund-raising events. If you can assist 
with either or both of these things, please contact our secretary Patricia Roche 
on 388492. 
 Our diary events (which are also in the Magazine Village Diary) are: April 
21

st
, Easter Egg Treasure Hunt - £5.00 per team, 2pm at the Village Hall. May 24

th
, 

Coffee Morning and Table Sale; tables £5.00 bookable in advance. 
 August 17th Duck Race, at the millstream, first race 2 pm, NOTICE 
CHANGE OF DATE. September 17

th
 Family Quiz 7 p.m. at the Village Hall; 

November 19th Xmas Bingo at the Hall 7.30pm. 
 We are considering doing a Christmas Dinner again this year if we have 
enough interested people. Please look on notice boards for further details. 
 

Gill Richards 
EASTER EGG TREASURE HUNT - MONDAY 21

ST
 APRIL 

 
Meet at the Village Hall at 2 p.m. where you will be given a set of clues to guide 
you to points around the village where you will be able to find the answers to 
questions. £5.00 per team. Contact Lisa Price on 388323 
 
SAYINGS 
 
In my many years I have come to a conclusion that one useless man is a shame; 
two is a law firm and three or more is a government. 
       John Adams 
 
If you don't read the newspaper you are uninformed, if you do read the 
newspaper you are misinformed. 
       Mark Twain 
 
Suppose you were an idiot. And suppose you were a member of government. But 
then I repeat myself. 
       Mark Twain 

 
I contend that for a nation to try to tax itself into prosperity is like a man standing 
in a bucket and trying to lift himself up by the handle. 
       Winston Churchill 
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Eardisland WI 
 

Wish to invite you to their 
 

Spring Coffee Morning 
 
In the Village Hall on Saturday 29 March 

2014 from 10:30am – 12:00pm 
 

Coffee and Home-made Biscuits £1:50 
 

Cakes, Bring & Buy, Raffle, Bottle & Book Stalls 
 

Items may be given beforehand to a member of the WI 
 

The event is to raise funds for: 
 

St. MICHAEL’S HOSPICE 
 

We do hope you will support us and we look forward very 
much to seeing you. 

 
 

 
MORE SAYINGS 
 
A government which robs Peter to pay Paul can always depend on the support of 
Paul. 
      George Bernard Shaw 
 
Foreign aid might be defined as a transfer of money from poor people in rich 
countries to rich people in poor countries. 
 Douglas Casey, Classmate of Bill Clinton at Georgetown University 
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BIG Breakfast BLOW-OUT 

 

 

in 

Eardisland Village Hall 
on 

Saturday 19th April 
9 am-12 Noon 

Look forward to seeing you 

there! 
Dian Cope 
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‘Share A Care’ 

The Local Link 
 

Connecting the people of Eardisland 

 
 

Join us for a free 

cuppa and a chat  
on 

the last Thursday in every 

month 
from  

2.30pm  
in 

Eardisland Village Hall 
 

Together we can make a difference! 

https://www.google.co.uk/search?rlz=1T4ADRA_enGB417GB419&tbm=isch&q=chain+link+clip+art&revid=399078923&biw=1280&bih=835&dpr=1
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Local Links  (Notes from the January and February get-togethers)  
 
Thursday 30th January 
 
Relevant leaflets provided by local support agencies were distributed and we 
demonstrated the use of the In Case of Emergency (ICE) facility available on 
mobile phones. The leaflets will also be displayed in the shop. 
We all chatted informally about the kind of help people felt they could offer as 
their contribution to Share a Care, although we stressed that offering help is NOT 
a prerequisite of receiving it! However it was felt that people often feel better if 
they can do something in return. 
 Everyone seemed to enjoy the opportunity to chat over biscuits and a 
cuppa. Informal conversation came up with a wide variety of ways to help each 
other, including: 
 Local lifts to appointments, e.g. hospital, doctors; visiting each other just 
to chat; dog walking; cat feeding; helping anyone hard of hearing with important 
telephone calls; help with filling in forms and paperwork; shopping; checking on 
property when people are away; changing Library books; collecting prescriptions; 
small household jobs such as changing a light bulb; small gardening jobs; darning 
and mending; ironing; helping with occasional heavy jobs such as turning a 
mattress; help with difficulties people are having with equipment-TVs, 
microwaves, computers etc. before calling expensive engineers. 
 It was stressed that anyone offering lifts should not accept any payment 
of any kind as this could invalidate their insurance in case of an accident. (Check 
your policy if unsure). 
 Everyone agreed that none of the above support should be carried out 
by the same person on a regular basis, unless arranged between the parties 
concerned. 
 Many kind people in the village already provide support for others and it 
is important not to interfere with this. It was felt that the afternoons of the last 
Thursdays in each month would be a good time to get together to discuss 
developments, share ideas, iron out difficulties and just generally chat and enjoy 
each others' company over a cuppa. 
 
Thursday 27th February 
 
It was lovely to see so many people at the third get together of Local Links. We all 
enjoyed a chat over biscuits and a cuppa. One of the ideas that was suggested 
this month was that we had a list of tradespeople, preferably local, who can be 
recommended from experience as being reliable and friendly. Many of us know 
plumbers, electricians, etc. who can be trusted and who give good service for a 
reasonable price. It seems a good idea to share our experience. If you feel you 
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can recommend anyone, email details to shareacarehr6@btinternet.co.uk  
 A very big thank you to the many villagers who have put forward their 
names for inclusion on the list of Share a Care volunteers. The response has been 
so good that on Friday 28th Feb we were able to "go live" with Share a Care. So 
from now on anyone who finds themselves with a problem or concern, however 
small, can contact the village shop and be linked with a volunteer who has 
offered to help with that particular issue. There is also a web address if you 
prefer to use email. See above. 
  Thank you also to the Parish Council for covering the cost of the Village 
Hall and to the Community Shop for refreshments. There will be another get-
together at 2.30 pm on the last Thursday of March (27th) and we look forward to 
seeing many of you there. 
 There will be a number of people living in the Parish who are unaware of 
the support available. If you know of anyone or can think of anyone who would 
appreciate some contact and information please let us know via the shop or at 
the meetings. 
 

 

Need a prescription collecting or your library books 
renewing? 

Does your mattress need turning but it’s too heavy for 
you on your own? 

Can’t reach to change a light bulb or need help changing 
a plug? 

Not sure if your computer/microwave etc. is worth 
repairing? 

 
If the answer to any of these is yes or you’d just like a 

chat and a cuppa then help is at hand! 
 

Eardisland ‘Share a Care’ is free and available to 
everyone who lives within the Parish of Eardisland. 

 

  

mailto:shareacarehr6@btinternet.co.uk
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Simply contact Eardisland Community Shop 

 
01544 388984 

8am - 5pm Monday – Saturday (4pm in Winter) 
 
10am -2pm Sundays 
 

Give your name and telephone number to the volunteer 
on duty. They will then contact a co-ordinator and 
someone will get back to you as soon as possible.  
Alternatively, a co-ordinator can be contacted by email 

 
shareacarehr6@btinternet.com 

 
Please be aware that this is a voluntary scheme and in 
no way meant to replace emergency services or local 
trades. These should always be contacted first in cases 
of urgency. 
 
CHURCH BULLETINS 
 
They're back! Those wonderful Church Bulletins!  These sentences actually 
appeared in church bulletins or were announced at church services:  
 
Scouts are saving aluminium cans, bottles and other items to be recycled. 
Proceeds will be used to cripple children.  
-------------------------- 
Don't let worry kill you off - let the Church help.  
--------------------------  
Miss Charlene Mason sang 'I will not pass this way again,' giving obvious pleasure 
to the congregation.  
--------------------------  
  

mailto:shareacarehr6@btinternet.com
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 FROM THE REV JULIE READ 

 
I have enjoyed getting to know a few more 
of you since I started full time in December! 
Working in the shop has been good and it 
seems that there is a good set up to make 
the most of the community spirit and the 
care that goes with that.  
 Easter is late this year, and after all 
the misery with flooding I hope that Spring 
doesn't delay. As I write Lent is beginning 
and a strange and special time in the life of 
the church. It is a time to go deeper in the 
important things of life – our relationships 
with ourselves, with each other and with 
God. People give up things or take up things 
and these all are meant to challenge us to 

think more deeply about life...... traditionally it is time to pray, to study, to fast 
and to give alms. I wonder if you do anything special during this time?  
 The Lent Course on Ethics starts on Wednesday 19th March at 7.30 - 
9pm at the Rectory in Kingsland. Prayers are said every Tuesday morning at 9 – 
9.30am in Eardisland Church. 
 Teme Valley Young Farmers are taking fodder down to the Somerset 
Levels this week and I applaud their actions on behalf of those in need. The NFU 
down there is co-ordinating the distribution and any offers of financial help for 
the cost of diesel to get it there is gratefully received. I am gathering any help 
and it should come to Rev Julie Read at The Rectory in Kingsland. 
 Jesus after his 40 days in the wilderness, alone with God and the 
temptations that tried to divert him, set forth to show the love of God in the 
world, he taught, and showed the way to life. He gave his life in love, and we find 
that difficult, but for those who are willing to follow his teaching and to listen 
again to the story of our faith, they may find it none other than the way to life 
itself.  
 I look forward to meeting more of you as the months roll by and the 
summer unfolds. 
 

Every blessing 
Julie Read 
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SERVICES AT CHURCH OF ST MARY THE VIRGIN, EARDISLAND 
 
Priest-in-Charge: Rev. Julie Read   07968916783, rev.julie@btinternet.com 

 
Churchwarden:    Beryl Hoda, Arrow Lawn, Eardisland,   01544 388131   

 
Deputy Churchwarden:                      Richard Kirby 01544 388810  
Deputy Churchwarden and Treasurer:       Peter Brown 01544 388389 
Deputy Churchwarden and Organist:         Annette Blyth 01544 388241 

 
Please see the Prime Rota in the church porch for further details. 

 

 

Sunday 16
th

 March  

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

 

Sunday 23
rd

 March 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

 

Sunday 30
th

 March – Mothering Sunday 

11 am Benefice Family Service Eardisland 

 

Sunday 6
th

 April  

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

 

Sunday 13th April 

11 am Benefice Palm Sunday Service Aymestrey 

 

Thursday 17
th

 April  - Maundy Thursday 

7.30 pm  Benefice Service – Last Supper 
and Stripping of Altar 

Kingsland 

 

Friday 18
th

 April – Good Friday 

6.30 pm   Quiet Meditation Eardisland 

 

Sunday 20
th

 April – Easter Sunday 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

 

Sunday 27
th

 April  

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

mailto:rev.julie@btinternet.com
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THE FRIENDS OF EARDISLAND CHURCH 
 
All recipients of the Eardisland Parish Magazine received an open letter in the 
autumn of 2012 concerning our plans to establish a support group for the Church 
in Eardisland known as the “Friends”, asking for individuals and families to 
become Friends. To date some 20 or so individuals  have committed themselves 
to giving continuing support which is a fantastic start. 
 Looking  ahead, if we are to preserve the Church and its environs for the 
use of future generations, we do need more of you to agree to help. In this 
respect you do not have to be a regular Church goer or indeed be committed in 
any particular way other than wanting the Church to remain an entity in our 
community. One of the most practical ways of ensuring the survival of our Church 
is to become a Friend and commit to a level of giving,  with which you feel 
comfortable. Our aim should be, that when we take account of all other 
contributions, the aggregated figure is as close as can be to meeting the known 
recurring annual costs of the Church, which is  between £18,000 and £21,000 
each year. 
 In order to assist those of you who are prepared to help by becoming a 
Friend the PCC has asked Peter Brown (388389) and Richard Kirby (388810) to be 
available to discuss the concepts and aims of the Friends with you. Do call them, 
agree to meet and they will come armed with the appropriate paperwork to help 
you join. 
 Please think about this, it is important for our community.  
 
THE 2014 CHURCH FETE BY RICHARD KIRBY 
 
With the support of the wider Parish,  the PCC hope to run an Eardisland Church 
Fete in the gardens of Glan Arrow on Saturday the 5th July this year. 
 As ever we will be looking for lots of help in the organising phases and of 
course for as many of you as possible to come and enjoy the event on the 
afternoon of the 5th July. 
 In order to get the planning processes under way we will be holding a 
short meeting in the Church on Thursday the 10

th
 of April at 7pm . The meeting 

will be open to anyone and everyone who has an interest, particularly those who 
are prepared to help! 
 We will be looking for volunteers to run stalls, put up tents and organise 
the space, manage the bar, tearoom and BBQ and to help provide all the fun 
events expected at the classic Garden Fete. 
 We would love for you to come to our meeting on the 10

th
 April, share 

your thoughts on how the event might run and perhaps VOLUNTEER. We look 
forward to seeing you at the Church on the Thursday 10

th
 April at 7pm - a note 

for your diary. 
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THE ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING 
 
The Annual Parochial Church Meeting will take place on Monday 31

st
 March at 

7.00 pm in the church. All parishioners are most welcome. We will be electing 
Churchwardens and PCC Members. If you are not already on the church Electoral 
Roll but would like your name included, please contact Mike Coleburn, the 
Electoral Roll Officer, 01544 388486.  Forms are also available in the church.   
 On behalf of the PCC, I  would like to encourage you to consider putting 
your name on the Electoral Roll. 

Thank you. 
Beryl Hoda - Churchwarden 

 
EARDISLAND CHURCH FLOWER GUILD  
 

SPONSOR A LILY 
 

Eardisland Church Flower Guild again invites you to help sponsor the lilies this 
Easter at St Mary’s Church - to remember a loved one or to give thanks for a 
special event or occasion. A donation of £5 is suggested, but lesser or greater 
sums would be equally welcome. With your support we hope to have a 
wonderful display for Easter Day and a list of all the people and events being 
remembered will be posted in church.  
 After purchasing the lilies any money remaining will be used by the 
Flower Guild to help pay for flowers to decorate the church throughout the rest 
of the year.  
 Sponsor forms can be found at the back of the church.  

Thank you.  
Wendy Priday  

Eardisland Church Flower Guild 
 

MORE FROM THE BULLETINS 
 
For those of you who have children and don't know it, we have a nursery 
downstairs.  
--------------------------  
Next Thursday there will be try-outs for the choir. They need all the help they can 
get.  
--------------------------  
Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were married on October 24 in the church. So 
ends a friendship that began in their school days.  
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SIMPSON’S BREWERY 
 
← Left to right: Douglas Simpson 
(Tim’s son) and Alan Simpson 
(no relation) Head Brewer and 
Tim - owner and bottle-washer. 

 
It’s good to see 
entrepreneurial activity in 
the village, and there are two 
enterprises that have started 
recently. One is the new 
‘Rita’s Tearooms’ in Adlen 
House, and I hope to write 
more of this in the next 
edition. The other is the 
‘micro-brewery’ begun by 

Tim Simpson, owner of the White Swan. Tim started the enterprise in May 2013 
and is on the way to fulfilling his ambition of brewing high quality ales from local 
ingredients. 
 At the moment there are four principal ales: Golden Cockrell - a golden 
session ale with a crisp and dry finish at 3.7% ABV (alcohol by volume), Red Leg - 
a ruby-coloured premium bitter, filled with the flavour of red berries and 4.2% 
ABV, then there is Black Grouse - a rich and dark oatmeal stout at 4.6% ABV and, 
finally, Old English, which has rich fruit flavours softened through toffee and 
vanilla notes, before a nicely dry finish. This is 4.7% ABV. 
 Any new enterprise takes time to establish. However, Simpson’s Real 
Ales are already selling well and Tim is supplying other pubs and outlets. Another 
development, just about to happen, is bottling the beers - which should widen 
the market. 
 It is also possible to buy your own beer in bulk to take away - Tim will 
supply a container. You can also order take-away food from the restaurant,  
including Herefordshire beef burgers and free-range Orchard Farm pork. 
 Tim is happy to arrange a guided tour of the brewery with a full 
explanation of the production process, but it is important to book in advance. 
Tim Simpson can be contacted at the White Swan  01544 388635. 
 I do hope that the brewery is a success, not least of all because pubs 
across the UK are closing at a frightening rate, and this small village has two. Long 
may they keep going! Also, small communities such as Eardisland, have to change 
to survive, and enterprise is part of the survival mix. 

Chris Bivand  
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EARDISLAND IN BLOOM 
 
It certainly feels good to have had a couple of Thursday 
morning sessions with the E Team. Some much-needed 
tidying up has been carried out and it’s nice to see the 
newly planted daffodils by the Manor House wall 
starting to flower. The roses in the Memorial Garden 
have been pruned and it seems the wallflowers 
planted last autumn have survived the rains and will 
soon add some much-needed colour. A couple of 
important dates for your diary: 
 

Saturday 29
th

 March @ 10am – Litter pick 
 
Ben Woodcock has arranged with Balfour Beatty to secure a number of grabbers, 
sacks and yellow reflective jackets, all we need to do is find volunteers to use 
them. This is a vitally important project which aims to clear discarded rubbish 
from not only the village, but as much of the parish as possible.  The more help 
we get the quicker we can get it done, so even if you can only spare an hour 
please join us by meeting outside the shop at 10am.  
 
Plant Sale / Swop 
Saturday 17

th
 May, 10.30am – 1pm in the Village Hall. 

 
This will be our third annual event which this year is more important than ever as 
it is likely to be our main source of income, other than grant applications. We 
hope to have for sale a number of plants and vegetables grown by ourselves at 
the allotment and hope to add to this with help from yourselves.  Once again we 
are appealing for those of you who may have excess plants to bring them along 
and help to fill a table. Maybe you have a shrub and just want to swop it for 
something more suitable for your garden? Can we politely ask that sellers be at 
the hall by 9.30 so that we are ready to throw open the doors on time.  Tea and 
coffee will once again be available. 

Phil Milchard, Chris Watson and Eric Pilcher  
MOSS 
 
I don’t know about you, but our lawn appears to be more moss than grass - 
probably as a result of the appallingly wet weather. If you have the same 
problem, there is a most useful website from the National Horticultural Society 
(NHS). Go to:  http://apps.rhs.org.uk/advicesearch/profile.aspx?pid=422 
or just Google ‘lawn moss’. 

Chris Bivand  

http://apps.rhs.org.uk/advicesearch/profile.aspx?pid=422
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EARDISLAND CHILDREN'S ALLOTMENT 
 
The year will be starting off at Eardisland children's allotment with a seed 
planting session in the greenhouse on Saturday 29

th
 March. We will be planting 

up all sorts of flower and vegetable seeds which we will later plant out in the 
allotment and sell at the plant swap. 
 We'll meet at the allotment at 10am, with drinks and biscuits provided. 
All children from the parish are welcome to come if they bring an adult. 
 Wear wellies and old clothes as we'll probably end up doing some 
digging as well. 
 The next date for your diaries is Saturday the 26

th
 April when we will 

hopefully start sowing some seeds outside. 
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A TRIP TO TENERIFE 
 
In the latter part of March, Ruth and I 
returned to the Canaries, particularly 
Tenerife which we first visited some 25 
years ago. At that time the south had the 
reputation of being a young persons’ 
clubbing hotspot. Not so now. It is hardly 
surprising that a place changes in a 
quarter of a century - where does not? 

Yes, there is more building and infrastructure - they have roads without potholes! 
However, the demographic has changed radically. Now, the (relatively) wealthy 
older generation has moved in, and in style. We stayed in a development on the 
south coast, more-or-less opposite the island of Gomera. It has a significant 
Spanish residency, but is now about providing various types of holiday 
accommodation, from hotels to apartments. By the way, the Canary Islands are 
Spanish dependencies, but are not in the EU - which means that your 
import/export duty-free allowances are as for a foreign country. This apparently 
catches out quite a few visitors upon their return to the UK and if you have too 
much alcohol, cigarettes, or whatever, you lose the whole lot if caught. 
 We decided to forsake the hassle of hiring a car, a good decision as it 
turned out, because the development of the island has brought with it the 
associated traffic jams and general frustration. The bus system is good, and it is 
advised that one buys a ‘Bono’ card, which is essentially a pre-pay card which 
gives a discount. The buses are good value for money, run by a company named 
Titsa (which caused some amusement), but have one disadvantage - the 
timetable was obviously written by J K Rowling (she of Harry Potter fame), so you 
just go to the appropriate bus stop and wait, and wait and wait . . . The printed 
times bear no relation whatsoever to the actual arrival/departure times. 
 All that said, it is possible to find the ‘real’ Tenerife. Being an island in 
the Atlantic, you might expect a lot of fish restaurants, and so it is. Every port has 
a number of places where the fish is as fresh as you could possibly wish - and 
quite delicious. Being a volcanic island, the scenery tends to be rather barren and 
it is remarkable how local farmers squeeze so much from the land. Bananas are a 
staple crop, and meat comes in the form of mainly sheep and goats. There is 
some local wine, but the majority of produce is imported from Europe (I even 
discovered some Tesco labels in the local corner shop). 
 Overall, Tenerife is a place that is worth a visit. With care, you can get 
some winter sun at a very reasonable price - if you can face Ryanair. To be fair, 
Ryanair has improved of late - two bags in the cabin and allocated seating! What 
luxury! 

Chris Bivand  
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EARDISLAND BOWLING CLUB 
 
A reminder that the new season 
starts again on Saturday April 12

th
 

@ 2pm, with the traditional 
Opening Day. New members are 
very welcome, or if you do not 
wish to commit to membership 
but would just like to try the game, 
you’ll be made very welcome. 
There are plenty of spare sets of 
woods which can be borrowed, 
but a proviso for stepping on to 

the green is a pair of flat soled shoes. 
 Thereafter club night returns to its usual Tuesday evening slot at 
6.30pm, but make sure you get there in plenty of time as last season the rinks 
were close to their 32 person maximum. Full membership is priced at just £40 for 
the year, with a discount for OAP’s and juniors. 

Phil Milchard 
 

WEOBLEY CC INDOOR NETS 
 

Weobley Cricket Club will field one and half teams again 
this year! Weobley 1

st
 X1 will be in Division 2 of the 

Marches League. Because we have insufficient players for 
two full teams, we shall be providing players for Burghill 
& Tillington 3

rd
 X1, which will play in Division 4 of the 

Marches League. Weobley players who turn out for this 
team will also be eligible to play for Weobley 1

st
 X1 

should their performances merit it. You will understand 
therefore that whether you are a good cricketer or a not-

so-good cricketer, Weobley Cricket Club will be able to offer you a game of 
cricket in 2014 – and an inexpensive game too. Subscriptions in 2014 will be £10; 
match fees £6 for adults, £3 for under 18s. 
 If you like the sound of what we have to offer, I would like to suggest 
you come to the club’s indoor nets. They are held in the sports hall of Weobley 
High School, on Sunday evenings from 6.30pm to 8pm, starting on 2nd March 
The first net for any newcomer is free. Thereafter the cost is £2 for adults and £1 
for under18s. 
 For further information, please contact Alun Howard on 07827 823802, 
 e-mail alun(underscore)howard@cargill.com, or Barry House on 01544 318861. 
 

mailto:alun(underscore)howard@cargill.com
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OLDEST EARDISLAND? 
 

 
In September 2013 
members of the History 
and Heritage Group 
started work on a field 
only 2/3 of a mile from 
the village centre. Aerial 
photographs and a  
magnetometer survey 
had shown the Iayout of 
the above diagram of 
probable early ditches, 
forming a pattern 
suggestive of a Romano-
British farmstead, 
although there was 

absolutely no trace of these visible on the field surface. Systematic field walks by 
the Group in earlier years had led to the discovery of a considerable number of 
"finds" in the field - small pieces of pottery, glass, etc., all of which had been 
brought to the surface by farming practices. These had been verified as ranging 
from the Roman period to the 19

th
 and 20

th
 centuries, with a break between the 

Roman period and the mid-16
th

 century or later. 
 A trench 16m x 1.5m was sited across one of the crop marks, and after 
removal of the top 300mm of plough soil, mattocks, spades and trowels were 
carefully used to expose ditches, a broad hard surface, and various soil 
discolourations, together with a variety of small finds, including Roman pottery 
and, at greater depth, several of Iron Age pottery, i.e. dating from c8000BC to 
c50 - 55AD. The ‘dig’ was closed after a full three weeks of work, with markers 
set deep in the field to ensure that the precise areas could be identified at some 
future date. 
 The finds have been sent to experts in the field of pottery identification 
and the Group awaits their reports, which will establish in detail more precise 
dates and manufacture and identification of the localities from which the 
material(s) of which the fragments were made, have come. 
 The Group is very grateful to the Parish Council for its financial help with 
the identification and analysis of the finds from the excavation. 
 

Graham Simpson 
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EARDISLAND’S GRAMMAR SCHOOL 

 
In 1603 William Whittington died and, having made a bequest in his will for the 
implementation of a grammar school in Eardisland, he said that he bequeathed a 
proportion of tithes in Street Court (in the parish of Kingsland) for this purpose. 
He also asked for a school master to be appointed elected by three named 
people (family members from Gloucestershire). The heirs of these were to 
forever have the right to elect future school masters. The will also stipulated that 
“the learned, grave and discreet scholar (for this post) be forever chosen from one 
of the Universities of Oxford or Cambridge.” The tithes should be used to pay the 
selected scholar. At the time these were worth £16p.a. All the Headmasters were 
clergymen.  
 Whittington died in 1607 but more than 45 years were to pass until the 
school was built. It transpired that the vicar of Kingsland John Hughes had been 
misappropriating the tithes for some other purpose (making £4 available for his 
own use for at least 17 years). When this was discovered he was ordered, by 
Commissioners investigating in 1641, to pay £96 in compensation. It was also 
decreed that the school should be built one year after the receipt of the sum. The 
report states “matters, however, did not progress as rapidly as had been 
anticipated”. It was not for another 11 years, in 1652, that the school was finally 
established on its present site.  
 On 25

th
 March 1652 an indenture was made between local landowners 

and Thomas Leinthall who provided the building, with garden and orchard 
“between highway and river.” The first Headmaster was Rev William Bedford. 
Little is known of many of the later ones. In 1782 it was Rev John Thomas and in 
1841, Rev James Powell. He was also Rector of Little Stanton, Usher of Lucton 
and did occasional duty at Stretford, having also been at one time Curate of 
Dilwyn. In 1866 J.Bluck was appointed Headmaster, but he resigned the following 
year. 
 The school seemed to thrive until 1825 by which time it had “fallen into 
a ruinous condition” and, as it was by then totally inadequate to the needs of the 
parish, a new school was built in that year. This was built by voluntary 
subscription and is now the Village Hall.  Canon Evans of Burton Court gave the 
site for the new school although the land was not conveyed until sometime later. 

The building in the village on the bridge known as Bridge Cottage was once 
Eardisland’s Grammar School, complete with whipping post. The history of 
the school is interesting and must once have greatly added to the 
reputation of the parish. All the Headmasters were clergymen, graduates of 
Oxford or Cambridge.  
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Eventually, a conveyance was entered into between the trustees and John 
Clowes, who purchased Burton Court in 1863. The old grammar school was then 
let at a rent of one shilling a week as a dwelling house. Mr Clowes duly purchased 
the old school himself, for £35. He converted the upper part into a village 
Reading Room (which it remained until 1936). It was repaired and re-roofed. The 
original whipping post was retained.  
 In 1836 there was a commutation of tithes Act affecting the financial 
aspect of the school. Tithes had become an overly complex way of obtaining 
rents.  The act substituted a variable monetary payment by fixed amounts. It 
replaced the ancient system of payment of tithes in kind with monetary 
payments. In 1841 it was agreed that the annual sum of £55 by way of rent 
charge would be paid to the then school master, James Powell, and to his 
successors, masters of Eardisland Grammar School. This was instead of two thirds 
of all the tithes accruing from the lands within the township of Street, as 
Whittington had proposed.  
 There can be little doubt that the advantages of a grammar school in 
Eardisland, with a thoroughly competent Headmaster and Usher (assistant) 
selected for fitness for the work, must have given the village educational 
importance in the district. The school probably took in children from surrounding 
parishes. 
 One of the Ushers who assisted in the school at the end of the 18

th
 

century was William Steadman. He was born in 1764 in a local farm. It was said of 
him that he did not learn to read until he was 9 years old, but then became so 
fond of reading that he taught himself Latin and Greek. In 1781 he began to 
teach in his father’s house in Monkland, then in the parish church and later in 
Ivington. By 1782 he became an assistant in the Free Grammar School of 
Eardisland, to the clergyman Rev John Thomas. He retained that position until 
1788 when he left to enter the Bristol Baptists College. In 1805 he became the 
first President of the Baptist College at Horton, in Bradford. He was also the first 
President of the Mechanic Institution there.  
 In 1867 Rev Joseph Barker (MA Christ’s College Cambridge) arrived in 
Eardisland, living in the Staick House. He was appointed Headmaster of the 
Grammar School. He remained until his death in 1901.  
 He stipulated the following requirement: “Parents who desire their 
children to attend the school should apply personally to the Headmaster on 
Monday morning at 10 o’clock. No child will be admitted to the school under 5 
years of age, and it will be necessary that the child shall be able to read words of 
one syllable. All girls are admitted to pay one penny per week. Children are 
expected to come to school regularly and be cleanly in their dress.” 
 In 1870 there was an Education Act (Forster’s) which set the framework 
for schooling of all children between the ages of 5 and 13 in England and Wales. 
Although not compulsory (until 1880) children were encouraged to attend. In 
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1873 the Free Grammar School in Eardisland was opened to Government 
Inspection (under the 1870 Act) as a mixed boys’ and girls’ department. The 
school was now expected to provide for about 100 children. This required 
improvements in the school building, an additional section was added, and the 
introduction of proper desks and apparatus and, most importantly, the 
appointment of a certificated, trained teacher. 
 The later story of the school was recalled by many people who attended 
it when interviewed by the Oral History Group,  which will be described in future 
editions of this magazine. 

Paul Selfe 
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EARDISLANDIANA - A MISCELLANY OF THE HISTORY OF OUR PARISH 
 
1739. 
       At a Parish Meeting held on 1

st
 July 1739 it was agreed that five people 

should receive a money present. One of those so recorded was Mary Howels who 
was to receive 1 shilling present. This was the smallest sum given to any of them, 
the greatest being two shillings and sixpence to be given to Margett Fencot and 
also to Mary Weeb who is frequently named in the records of the Poor of the 
parish (HRO AJ32/58).  
       Later the same year, on 14

th
 November, a Parish Meeting ordered that Mary 

Howells have Sixpence p week as Usiall –Ordred that Mary Howells Sonn have a 
new pare of Shooes. 
       So far so good regarding Mary Howells and her son. However: 
       October y

e
 30

th
 1740  Agreed a[t] a Vestry Parish meeting held this 

day.......Ordered that y
e
 Officers give notice to M

 r 
Weaver to take y

e
 Child away 

from Mary Howells, & if upon such notice given M 
r
 Weaver takes not away y

e 

Child y
e
 Bond for Security to y

e 
Parish, now in y

e 
possession of y

e 
officers be put in 

suit. 
       The following May: 
       May y

e 
21 1741 

       It was then agreed at a Parish Meeting 
       That Mary Howells take her Bastard Child Elizabeth to M 

r 
Weavor of Eaton, 

the father of the said Bastard and if she doth refuse to take the said Child, then 
the Bond which the said M 

r
 Weaver hath given to Indemnify the Parish of 

Eardisland to be immediately put in Suite further that if said Mary Howells doth 
refuse to take her said Bastard that her Weekly pay be stopt till such time she 
hath comply’d as above 
       It is clear that this directive did not have the desired effect since six months 
later the same source records: 
       Novem

br 
ye 9  1741 

       Ordred at a Parish Meeting.......that M
 r 

James Weavers Bond Indemnifieing y
e 

 
Parish of Eardisland from y

e 
Charge of his Bastard Child, be immedially put in 

Sute. 
 
       Whilst working on these extracts it was frequently evident to me that the 
writers skill with the pen far exceeded his spelling ability; the actual script is 
often quite beautiful. But this is only by comparison with much more recent 
conventions and standards of education. In the mid 18

th
 century there were no 

accepted conventions of spelling and punctuation hardly existed. Those who 
could write, by no means everybody in positions of Parish authority or otherwise 
good standing in local society, would record what they heard, dialect and all, to 
the best of their (by present day standards) very limited ability. 
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       Almost exactly two hundred years earlier the Howells family is recorded in a 
completely different context: 
 
1542. 
       The Herefordshire muster book for 1542 was published in 2012 having been 
transcribed and edited by M.A.Faraday M.A., F.S.A. 
       Under the heading Hynton & Twyforde & Burton (2) is listed  B  Thomas 
Howell(e)s. There are fifteen other names listed. The letter B indicates that he 
was a Billman. In his ‘Glossary’ Faraday lists: bill (usually) a long pole ending in a 
spike, a concave axe and a spear point. All but one of the others listed are also 
billmen, the exception being John Crose who was an archer. 
 
1539. 
       The equivalent record for 1539 is all under one heading The P(ar)ishe of 
Ereslond (Eardisland). In all 34 individuals are listed. One of these is Thomas 
Hoell(e)s . The notation in the left  margin against his name is “n” and after his 
name “G” . Faraday’s list of ‘Abbreviations’ tells us that the marginal annotation 
“n”...” is used by the scribe to indicate men who lacked any weapons or armour, 
although it sometimes appears against men who were required to provide 
them.”  This was the case with Thomas Hoell(e)s, the “G” standing for “Gleif, 
glefe, gleve, glewe, gleith” in Faraday’s schedule of “Weapons, Armour & Armed 
Status: Abbreviations used in this Edition.”  [Wikipedia on the internet shows that 
a Glefe was similar to what Faraday describes as a Bill. See 1542 above]. 
 
1591. 
       On 8

th
 January 1591 John Kirwood the elder of Eardisland yeoman of the age 

of 70 years gave evidence at law which included: Diverse and sundry times I 
heard my grandmother (and also one John Kinnersley being both of greet years) 
say that they knew the said Prior of Ceenne keep his court in a close in Eardisland 
by the name of Monk Court. John Kirwood is quoted as being aged 70 in 1591 and 
he was therefore born circa 1521. If his earliest clear memory was from when he 
was ten years old [my own detailed memory stretches back to age seven] then 
the year 1531 is reached as an earliest likely date that Kirwood’s grandmother 
and John Kinnersley told him about a visit to Eardisland of the Prior of Ceenne. 
This suggests that what he said he remembered is quite possibly accurate since 
the ‘Dissolution of the Monasteries’ by King Henry VIII did not take place until 
1535-1539. 
       Ceenne here refers to Sheen/Shene Priory in Surrey. Shene Priory had been 
founded by King Henry V in 1414. Its temporalities were vast and included.......; 
the impropriations and advowsons of........ and Erisland (3) or Areland “Erisland or 
Areland” is modern Eardisland. 
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       These church assets in Eardisland had earlier been held by Lire Abbey 
(Normandy) until in 1415 the same King Henry expelled all Alien Monasteries 
from their holdings and rights in England. In April 1415 the Lire holdings were 
transferred to Shene (4). 

George Alderson 
 

2
 Ereslonde (Eardisland) is a separate list. 

3
 Dugdale Monasticon Anglicanum. Re-published version, 1830. 

4
 Matthews D. The Norman Monasteries and their Possessions. OUP 1962. 

 
 
 EARDISLAND WEATHER FOCUS 

 
Peter Glen will be a hard act to follow with regard 
to the Eardisland weather report, however here 
goes! 
 Looking at the months of 2013 equivalent 
 in January 2013 we had 46mm of rain with 5" of 
snow with the river at 50"on 31st. In February 
2013 we had 53mm of rain with the river at 56" on 
14th.  
 2014 has had a very wet and windy start 
to the year. In January we had 140mm of rain with 

the river at 50" on 1st rising to 56" on the 9th and maintaining 34" from the 28th 
to 31st. (Incidentally, three otters were seen at 8.30a.m. on 13th January 
travelling downstream.) 
 February saw us with the same bad weather with 136mm of rain with a 
maximum river height of 60" on 9th February. The lowest barometer readings 
were 28.6 on 28th January and 28.4 on 5th and 8th February. It is usual to find 
the river at its highest levels when the barometer has dropped to its lowest 
point. The barometer read 28.1 which was the lowest since we came here in 
2007. My river readings are taken from my lowest recorded summer levels. 

 
Doug Tantrum, reporting from Black Barn 

 
If you have a mobile phone running either Apple or Android 
operating systems, the BBC has created an app for listening 
to live radio and also streams on-demand shows and 
podcasts. Well worth a look. 

Chris Bivand  



30 
 

WEOBLEY THEATRE GOERS 
 
Just had notification of Riverdance coming to Bristol Hippodrome in October.  
Even at this early stage, there wasn’t that much choice over the ‘best’ seats for 
either of the 2 matinees, but I have 43 reserved seats for Sunday 5

th
 October, 

this being the better option.  Twelve of these seats are in boxes  A, C and F, just 
above the stalls - top price and better viewing than the stalls - which take 4 
people each. So if you would like to go as a foursome and pay quickly, you can 
reserve one of these boxes.  
 Other seats are those in the circle rows E, G and H (all on the sides) and 
there are slightly cheaper seats in rows J, K, L. Seats will be allocated on first PAY, 
first CHOICE.  If you need to see a layout of the theatre, perhaps you could go on 
the website - or I have a printed copy if you are unable to do that. 
 We shall be leaving Weobley at 11.00 for the 2.30pm performance and 
prices will be £50 for the better seats and £48 for the seats at the back of the 
circle.  Payment to be made by 29 April please - cheques made out to Kate Best 
For further information: Kate Best 01544 318513 or bobkatebest@tiscali.co.uk 
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