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EDITORIAL
At long last, we seem to have some spring weather, a welcome relief after all the
rain and floods. Let’s hope that the summer turns out to be good as well - fingers
crossed!
One of the initiatives in the village has been the inception of ‘Share a
Care’, essentially a support network to help anyone in need with volunteer
assistance, if wanted. There is further information on page 7.
Finally, a request. When you send an email, please re-send if you don’t
receive an acknowledgement from me personally - along the lines of ‘Thanks,
Chris’. If you don’t get a reply, it probably means that it’s got lost, or ended up
(accidentally) in the electronic computer ‘junk’ bin.
Chris Bivand
EARDISLAND VILLAGE DIARY 2013/2014
th

Saturday 17 May
nd
Thursday 22 May
rd

Friday 23 May
th
Saturday 24 May
th
Thursday 29 May
th
Saturday 7 June
th
Saturday 14 June
th
Thursday 26 June
th
Thursday 26 June

Plant Swap, please see page 19
Annual Meeting of the Parish Council, Village
Hall, 7.30pm
4 Square, please see page 20
Coffee Morning and Table Sale, Village Hall
Share a Care, please see page 7
Field to Fork, please see page 21
Kingsland Open Gardens, please see page 6
Share a Care, please see page 7
Parish Council Meeting, Village Hall, 7.30pm
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rd

Thursday 3 July
th
Friday 4 July, Magazine Copy
Date
th
Saturday 5 July
th
Thursday 24 July
nd
Saturday 2 August
th
Sunday 17 August
rd
th
Bank Holiday W/E 23 - 25
August
th
Thursday 4 September
th
Friday 12 September, Magazine
Copy Date
th
Saturday 13 September
th
Wednesday 17 September
th
Thursday 18 September
rd
Thursday 23 October
th
Friday 7 November, Magazine
Copy Date
th
Wednesday 19 November
th
Thursday 27 November

Eardisland Community Shop AGM, page 9
th
Friday 18 July - Expected Distribution Date
Eardisland Church Fete, please see page 12
Parish Council Meeting, Village Hall, 7.30pm
Annual BBQ, please see page 14
Duck Races (note change of date)
Village Centre Open Gardens, please see page
14
Tea Room Coffee Morning, please see page 6
th
Friday 26 September - Expected
Distribution Date
Sponsored Ride, please see page 15
Family Quiz, 7.00pm, Village Hall
Parish Council Meeting, Village Hall, 7.30pm
Parish Council Meeting, Village Hall, 7.30pm
st
Friday 21 November - Expected Distribution
Date
Xmas Bingo, VH, 7.30pm
Parish Council Meeting, Village Hall, 7.30pm

REPORT FOR PARISH MAGAZINE - MAY 2014
The first meeting of the Steering
Group for the Neighbourhood Plan
will be held on Thursday 8 May at
7.30 pm in the Village Hall. Regular
updates on the progress of the
Group will be given in the magazine
as well as at Parish Council
Meetings. Anyone is welcome to
attend the meetings, which will be
advertised on the notice board on
the bus shelter.
The Environment Agency is
working to find funding for a full
flood assessment to be carried out

in the village. However it is very
costly and external funding is
required.
Dog mess within the village
has been highlighted as a problem
recently. Please will all dog owners
act responsibly and ensure their
pets’ mess is bagged up and cleared
away correctly. This issue will be
discussed at the May Parish Council
Meeting and a policy of ‘naming
and shaming’ irresponsible owners
may be considered.

Alison Sutton, Parish Clerk
7, John Davies Place, Westcroft, Leominster, HR6 8JD,  07789 322771;
Email: eardislandclerk@gmail.com
3

WORLD WAR I COMMEMORATIONS - PROPOSALS
DO YOU KNOW OR ARE YOU RELATED TO ANY OF THE FOLLOWING
SERVICEMEN?
Ernest Morris, Rudolf Morris, George Roberts, Harry Smith, Harold Speke, William
Webb, Peter Warren Clowes, Thomas Cook, John Davies, Stanley Hughes, William
Jones, John Lewis, John Morgan, Donald Clayton, Stanley Farmer, William Hatton.
th

On the 4 August, this year, National Governments around the World will begin a
series of National and International events aimed at commemorating one of the
th
most significant events of the 20 century. The UK Government along with the
support of all other major political parties has responded and is actively
encouraging local communities to contribute to the National Commemorations
to create an ongoing memorial to, not only those persons who went off to war
and did not return but, to recognise the sacrifice given by servicemen and
families who also made a contribution, by continuing to retain a normal pattern
of life, through the course of the four long years of the conflict.
As a consequence, a Group has now been formed within the Parish, to
provide active local participation in the National Government initiative.
It has been suggested, within the Group, that the form of the memorial could be
the creation of an educational facility centrally located, in the village, thereby
enabling present day inhabitants, local schools and visitors, to understand the
profound impact of the conflict, on the day to day lives of this small, historic
village in Herefordshire.
Eardisland could be described as a typical historic village, within the
county, which developed over the centuries as a consequence of agricultural
activity. Through the course of World War 1 a surprising total of 114 men and
women served in the armed forces, with 16 of this number making the ultimate
sacrifice.
The project plan will be to focus on the lives of some of those
servicemen and their families who made the ultimate sacrifice and also local
villagers who remained behind, to continue to work the land in the same way
that their forefathers had done.
Eardisland Parish Council, the Community Shop, Parochial Church
Council, the local Royal British Legion and a number of Parish residents have
offered support for the project, which, it is proposed, would primarily focus on
the following activities:
1. Displays of WW1 artifacts, photographs, diaries etc. to be used to enhance the
existing general tourism facilities within the Parish; and, equally important, to
provide an ongoing educational facility for the benefit of local schools, colleges
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and Adult Educational facilities;
2. Local projects involve tracing descendents of men who both left the village for
the war and those people who stayed behind, to support the agriculture etc.
within the Parish.
This particular initiative is to link in with the memorabilia displays and
interpretation boards/audio/visual, to be housed within the Parish Church and
later the Dovecote Museum.
It is intended that the proposed interpretation will 'Tell the Story' of the
village and its people and how the war changed forever the historic 'fabric' of the
village;
3. A series of events, over the period of August/September, such as an Edwardian
Cricket Match - Burton Court, an event weekend at the White Swan Inn, where
drinks will be offered at 1914 prices to those attending in period costume. A
display of memorabilia at the Parish Church Fete and a Special Commemoration
service held at the Parish Church.
Would you be prepared to help the Group achieve its objectives?
If you can, we are looking to:
1. Borrow family artifacts which relate to World War 1, for use in the displays;
2. Willing volunteers to conduct research into individuals, who lived in the Parish
and served and, if possible identify if there are any present day descendents of
persons who lived in the Parish, over the period 1914-18.
3. Join the Group to help in the creation of the Memorial.
Although the National Commemorations run from August 2014 - November
2018, it is hoped that once the memorial is set up, it will remain in the village for
the benefit of future generations to learn from.
If you are interested, please contact me on; 01544 387678 or email
gmadeley@cwgsy.net
Graham Madeley
Group Coordinator (Eardisland Parish)
Bridlegoose
Eardisland
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KINGSLAND AND EARDISLAND HOSPICE FRIENDS
At the recent WI coffee morning, we were able, from the money raised, to send
£400 to the Hospice, which is our chosen charity this year, so that amount will be
added to our grand total at the end of the year.
Last year the total raised was £3,700, which is less than the previous
year, but still a good amount for a small "Friends of the Hospice Group,"
especially given the economic climate and the demands from many very
worthwhile causes. We still raise more than any other similar group in the
county.
th
On this note, we have an Open Gardens in Kingsland on Saturday 14
th
June and, as usual, Barry and Kathleen's Coffee Morning on Thursday 4
September.
Could we also ask for volunteers to give an hour or two of their time to
th
collect in Leominster on Friday 6 June, preferably between 12 noon and 1pm.
Please give me, Dorothy, a ring if you can help.
Many thanks for all your support.
Dorothy Brown  01544 388389
Beryl Hoda  01544 388131
Annie Mitchell  01544 388605
ST. MICHAEL’S SERVICES
Living with a life-limiting illness can affect a person in many different ways; from
physical changes to their body, changes to their relationships and lifestyle,
differences in their self-esteem and confidence and possible loss of
independence.
The multi-disciplinary team at St Michael's Hospice work together to
help patients and their families adjust to the inevitable changes that life-limiting
illnesses bring; our doctors and nurses help to relieve symptoms and control
pain; physiotherapists and occupational therapists work with patients and carers
to find techniques to remain living independently; other professionals are able to
assist with worries about money or housing, offer spiritual guidance and support
with emotional upheaval. Our services include:
16 bed In-Patient Unit, Day Hospice, physiotherapy and occupational therapy,
support groups and workshops for patients and carers, complementary
therapies, Saturday Club for children affected by the illness of a loved one,
bereavement support, family support and a 24-hour advise line.
Taken from the St Michael’s website - www.st-michaels-hospice.org.uk Ed.
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‘Share A Care’
The Local Link
Connecting the people of Eardisland

Join us for a free cuppa and a chat
on Thursday 29th May
and
Thursday 26th June
from

2.30pm
in

Eardisland Village Hall
Everyone is invited!
Together we can make a difference!
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FOOTPATH REPORT SUMMARY 2013 - 2014
Our main task for the year 2013 to 2014 has been to improve the accessibility of
ED7, one of our main footpaths, which links Eardisland and Pembridge. Thanks to
the efforts of the Parish Lengthsman, the E-team and David Weir, the field at the
start of the path has been cut back and now looks a lot more inviting. We have
concentrated on the stretch from the village as far as the weir, as this is a
comfortable distance for most walkers. Having obtained the permission of the
landowners, we ordered the necessary furniture from Herefordshire Council and
enlisted the services of Stan Blatchford to install it. A daunting and steep slope
with damaged steps and two awkward stiles, which limited access to agile
walkers only, has been improved with mended steps and new steps added with a
handrail and self closing gate. There are ongoing issues with the reliability of the
self closing mechanism on the gate which we hope to resolve soon. A partially
rotten ditch bridge, with two fences which were difficult to climb over, has been
mended and lowered, and gates fitted at either end. Where possible we have
used wooden gates as these tend to look more attractive.
Also on ED7 we arranged to have two of the kissing gates fitted with
metal latches and an extra wooden bar, as sheep were escaping. We also spent
some time cutting back brambles and hedging on this footpath.
The way-markers on the path are all in place as well as several notices
to remind walkers to close the gates. We are hoping to add notices about dog
fouling when we have found suitable ones which will command attention!
We reported to the Parish Council on the condition of the paths ED1A,
ED2 and ED3 which are all linked together, starting from the Bowling Club,
continuing past the great oak and on through the fields to Burton Lane. While
some of the stiles are sturdy and in good condition, several are dilapidated and
we intend to make this path the focus of our attention and funding in the new
financial year. We have already replaced some of the way-markers on this path,
but more cutting back is needed and we hope to replace several broken stiles
with kissing gates. We requested that the Lengthsman cut back the thistles which
have invaded the path on ED2 and noted that there has been some concern
about livestock discouraging walkers on part of ED1A.
We walked the Bridle Path, ED9 and replaced a number of faded and
broken bridleway markers, as well as making inquiries on behalf of the
landowner about the actual route the path takes over his land.
We completed and signed the annual footpath return, and wrote
reports on a regular basis for the Parish Magazine to keep local people informed.
Also, we have liaised with the Parish Council in the production of a promotional
leaflet for Eardisland village which includes a map displaying the start of the two
main paths leading out of the village, (ED7 and ED 1,2,3). We now aim to provide
8

villagers and visitors with a simple-to-follow route plan of all our local footpaths
to complement the promotional leaflet.
We wish to thank those people who have helped us by reporting any
issues and by carrying out on-the-spot repairs. We are grateful to the landowners
for supporting us in our efforts to improve access to the paths.
From Sue Wallis and Jo Watson. If you have any concerns or information
about the footpaths, please contact us.
Tel 01544 388066
Email: dandswallis@hotmail.co.uk
EARDISLAND COMMUNITY SHOP
On 1st May the Shop celebrated its 4th birthday and in that time we have only
closed for one hour through lack of volunteers. It is a remarkable and
praiseworthy achievement by all those who have given their time and effort to
establish the Shop and enable it to flourish.
Whether we could set up a viable and sustainable venture was a
challenge and for some a doubt. We do however seem to rely now on a small
core group who keep the Shop going. I would ask those of you who do not
currently volunteer but value this community service to please consider if you
can find an hour a week to help, a few more volunteers would see us through to
many more birthdays!

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Thursday 3rd July 2014
Eardisland Village Hall
Commencing 7.30pm
Please note all are welcome to attend the AGM to review the performance and
results for the year ending 31st December 2013, only shareholders are permitted
to vote on resolutions.

Albert Sheffield
for Eardisland Community Shop Committee
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TRADING STANDARDS WARNS OF COLD CALL SCAM FOR HOME ALARM
SYSTEMS
Herefordshire Council's trading standards service is warning local pensioners over
a spate of recent cold calling incidents in the county by a firm misleading
residents into believing they are buying a bargain priced burglar and fire alarm
system.
The scam starts with a cold call on the telephone falsely offering the
customer an all-singing-all-dancing alarm system for £299, alleging a massive
discount from a bogus starting price of £1500. The householder accepts an
appointment with a salesman who then gives the hard sell on the security system
which eventually has a price tag of £3600.
The scam is that they price the alarm at £299 but add on an extortionate
£3300 for a 5 year monitoring contract whereby if your alarm goes off a call
centre will ring you to see if you’re ok and call the emergency services if
necessary. An important part of the scam is the salesman coerces the customer
into signing away their legal 7 day cancellation rights and the alarm is installed
the very next day so that there is little time for the victim to discuss it with family
or neighbours or have time to cancel the contract.
Mike Pigrem, head of trading standards and licensing commented “Very
few cold callers are genuine honest businesses and our advice is clear- never deal
with any cold callers on the telephone or at the door. Virtually all rogue trading
operates this way. This scam is targeted at older and vulnerable people whereby
they scare them into believing the alarm system is a necessity, when it is not.
Our officers have intervened where possible and managed to cancel a
number of contracts saving vulnerable consumers a substantial amount of
money. There will be those out there who have fallen victim to this company and
they should contact Trading Standards immediately on 01432 261761. Free
advice on security can be obtained from your local Safer Neighbourhood Team.
We recommend that anyone who considers they need a security system
should choose a firm from the Council’s Trader Register at
www.traderregister.org.uk/herefordshire"
Kind regards
Adam Harris
PCSO 6981
Leominster Safer Neighbourhood Team
0300 333 3000 Ext 4539
adam.harris@westmercia.pnn.police.uk
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SERVICES AT CHURCH OF ST MARY THE VIRGIN, EARDISLAND
Priest-in-Charge: Rev. Julie Read  01568 708255 or 07968916783
rev.julie@btinternet.com
Churchwardens:

Beryl Hoda, Arrow Lawn, Eardisland,  01544 388131
Dian Cope, Downome, Church Rd, Eardisland
 01544 388317

Deputy Churchwarden:
Deputy Churchwarden and Treasurer:
Deputy Churchwarden and Organist:

Richard Kirby
Peter Brown
Annette Blyth

01544 388810
01544 388389
01544 388241

Please see the Prime Rota in the church porch for further details.
th

Sunday 11 May
9.30 am

Matins

Eardisland

Holy Communion

Eardisland

Benefice Rogation Service

Street Farm
Kingsland

Matins

Eardisland

th

Sunday 18 May
9.30 am
th

Sunday 25 May
11 am

st

Sunday 1 June
9.30 am
th

Sunday 8 June - Pentecost
9.30 am
Holy Communion

Eardisland

th

Sunday 15 June
9.30 am

Holy Communion

Eardisland

Holy Communion

Eardisland

Benefice Service

Kingsland

nd

Sunday 22 June
9.30 am
th

Sunday 29 June
11 am

11

th

Sunday 6 July
9.30 am

Holy Communion

Eardisland

Matins

Eardisland

th

Sunday 13 July
9.30 am

Eardisland Church Fête
Sat 5th July 2 - 6pm
(Free Admission & Parking)
Stalls
BBQ & Licensed Bar
Castle Street Quartet
(Jazz, Latin & More!)
Children’s Events
Grand Draw
Teas
(Guide Dogs Only)
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FROM THE REV JULIE READ
Joy cometh in the morning says the psalmist.
It is the experience of Easter that hope came
out of despair, that joy came out of grief,
that resurrection came after the death of
Jesus. We certainly need to know that this is
the case, for the experience of life is that life
is often broken and the news in the papers
seems to overflow with it! The church
looked stunning on Easter Sunday and my
thanks go to all who made it so..........
reflecting the amazing transformation from
Good Friday. We enjoyed a festive service
with a full church and the baptism of young
Peter South.
We have just had the annual meeting of the Church, and all is well, you will be
glad to know. Mrs Dian Cope was appointed as the second church warden
alongside Mrs Beryl Hoda and they have a good team behind them. So everything
is in order and the report of the life of the church recorded some lovely services
and some memorable occasions so thank you to everyone who has contributed
to that.
Christian Aid week falls in May, you will no doubt see adverts for it on
television, and is a time to sit back, think and pray for the amazing work of the
aid agencies working in parts of the world that are not as privileged as ours.
Christian Aid is a long standing agency that has experience in helping do
just that, and I hope that you might support their work.
Rogation this year falls at the end of May on the last Sunday.........
rogation coming from the latin “rogare” to ask. It is time to ask for God's blessing
on the crops sown, on the livestock born, on the land and those who work it. This
year we are at Street Farm just north of Eardisland. Looking at the map you can
walk from Broome Farm, but it might take a while..... best to drive and turn left
at Shirl Heath will be better. It is the home of Harvey and Rachael Pudge and
there is a service at 11am and shared picnic after the service. Do come rain or
shine for we will be praying for the farmers across the benefice..... Eardisland,
Kingsland, Aymestrey and Leinthall Earles as well as those who garden and keep
small holdings.
I look forward to meeting more of you as the days lengthen and the
summer emerges.
God bless.
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PARISH CHURCH OF ST MARY
SUMMER EVENTS FOR YOUR CALENDAR/DIARY
th

Saturday 5 July

2 - 6pm

GARDEN FETE AT GLAN ARROW

FREE ADMISSION - PARKING - DRESS FOR LESS BOUTIQUE
STALLS - LIVE BAND - B.B.Q. - TEAS - COMPETITIONS
GRAND DRAW
nd

Saturday 2 August

6.30 - 10pm

ANNUAL B.B.Q. AT HARDWICK HOUSE

Tickets: £12 ADULT; UNDER 16 £7.50; UNDER 5 FREE
FULL B.B.Q MEAL - BAR - LIVE MUSIC - GRAND DRAW
FIREWORKS FINALE
Tickets available from: The Tea Rooms 01544 388226;
Richard Kirby 388810; Beryl Hoda 388131; Peter Brown 388389
rd

th

AUGUST BANK HOLIDAY WEEKEND: Saturday 23 - Monday 25 August
VILLAGE CENTRE OPEN GARDENS 11am - 5pm
ADMISSION £5. LIGHT REFRESHMENTS AVAILABLE
FOR ENQUIRIES PLEASE RING RICHARD KIRBY 01544 388810
ALL PROCEEDS FROM THESE EVENTS WILL GO TOWARDS THE
UPKEEP OF OUR CHURCH.
WE LOOK FORWARD TO WELCOMING YOU.
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HEREFORDSHIRE HISTORIC CHURCHES TRUST SPONSORED RIDE AND STRIDE
th

This will take place on Saturday 13 September 2014, any fit and healthy riders
and walkers who would like to keep up their fitness levels and, of course, raise
money at the same time, please contact me Dian Cope, 388317 and I will be
pleased to hand over a sponsor form.
Hope to hear from someone soon......
BIG BREAKFAST
th

Another hectic and busy morning in the village hall 19 April for the Big
Breakfast.
Thank you to all of you who came and tucked in and supported the
event to raise some money for St Mary’s Church.
The kitchen was a hive of activity, trying to avoid the hot splashes from
the frying pan, trying to stop the beans from sticking to the saucepan (no luck, I
am still trying to scrape the rest of Heinz 57 from the bottom of the pan),
daring the eggs to "get me one more time" and as for the sausages !!!!!!! spiteful
to the end!!!!
My team of helpers were wonderful, without whom I could not have
managed. The dishwasher was amazing - !!!! his Marigolds were a blur of yellow
and the soap suds was a work of mobile art as the bubbles drifted around his
head !!! Thank you to that good Man.
This year we decided to have a small raffle of a large Thorntons Easter
Egg and a fluffy Rabbit. Thank you to all who bought tickets, the winner of the
egg was Mr. B Priday, and the rabbit was won by Mrs. A. Collins.
I would like to mention the local suppliers of the fresh foods, Tudges for
the bacon, Suzanne for tomatoes and mushrooms, the village shop for organizing
the bread, and to Albert for he was able to arrange a donation of 5 dozen eggs
from Country Flavours for which we are really grateful. The sausages were this
year from Morrisons butchers department, so we have shopped as near to home
as we could get.
Once again thank you everyone for your support,
Louise
Beryl
Annette
Sally
and the washer upper, to everyone who offered to help THANK YOU!
Maybe see you all same place, same time, next year
Dian xx
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WHAT OUR CHURCH VISITORS ARE SAYING
OVER 250 VISITORS have left written comments since the last report in the July
magazine (Issue 138). Donations this year are currently at their highest level
since I began recording individual monthly totals in 2003.
THE FLOWER FESTIVAL in September occasioned more than two pages of
appreciative comments from both visitors and local people. A sample of the
comments indicate the widespread enthusiasm and inspiration the displays
generated.
*

*
*
*

WONDERFUL: such talented effort has gone into every display. Well
done!
Lynne and Ian McCrae, Ledbury
Well done to all the ladies. Great work!
Wally and Liz Watson, Auckland, New Zealand
Came across the flower festival by chance. So glad I did.
Laura Blackwell, Hay-on-Wye
th
Beautiful arrangements: inspired us for our own church’s 90
anniversary next year
T & F Williams, Llandudno

THE PHOTOGRAPHS AND POEMS also provide delight and inspiration for our
visitors. The comments now are as enthusiastic as they were when the first
display was installed 17 years ago. Again, a sample of the many comments
conveys the general tone.
*
*
*

The poems and photos are inspirational, congratulations.
Erika Boehm, Colchester
The photos and poems are a lovely idea in a beautiful church.
Pat Kelly, West London
We loved the exhibition and read the poems out loud to each other.
Carol and Carolyn, Wombourne

VISITORS FREQUENTLY REFER to both village and church in their comments. One
example, from the other side of the world:
*

We have thoroughly enjoyed our visit to Eardisland and St Mary’s.
Pam and John French, All Saints Parish, Invercargill, New Zealand
And another from rather nearer home:
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*

Beautiful pictures in a wonderful church. This village is a delightful
surprise!!!
Jeanne Axel, Groningen, The Netherlands

INSPIRATION, SOLACE, MEMORIES are just some of the reasons why people seek
out Eardisland…..
*
*
*
*

*

*
*

*

Nice to revisit my old church that I attended for nearly 30 years.
Robert Edwards, Hereford
Peaceful as always.
Vincent Griffin, Timperley, Cheshire
One of our many visits, even more enjoyable on Christmas Day.
Frank and Pamela Train, Stroud, Gloucestershire
Beautiful church: researching our family history: found our ancestors the
Parrys.
Stephanie and David, Northants
th
th
Warwick’s 7 great grandparents married in this church, 14 October
1641.
Barbara and Warwick Anderson, Castlemaine, Victoria, Australia
One time teacher here with Mrs Powell.
Elizabeth Price, nee Smith, Pontrilas
Remembering my son Colin, on his birthday, born 59 years ago in
Eardisland
Mrs P Taylor, formerly Eardisland, now Leominster
A lovely church and village, we will return.
Julia and Victor Wade, Coventry

FINALLY: OUR VISITORS, as always, have come from far and wide: Australia (4);
New Zealand and Canada (3 each); USA. Ireland, Netherlands and Serbia (1
each).
THE IMPORTANCE OF VISITORS TO EARDISLAND CHURCH
INCOME FROM VISITORS’ DONATIONS is essential for our church. We have to
meet annual outgoings approaching £20,000: over half of this is accounted for by
Parish Share, the amount of Diocesan expenditure we are currently required to
contribute.
WE ARE FORTUNATE that we live in a village which attracts visitors. As the
quotations in the accompanying article demonstrate, visitors from around the
world value the experiences they enjoy in our church.
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EFFORTS WE MAKE to welcome and interest visitors are always appreciated and,
it must be said, are reflected in the level of donations. I have a daily record since
1996. Singled out for particularly appreciative comments in the past few months
were the Flower Festival and the photography and poetry exhibition.
FEWER PEOPLE EACH YEAR are regularly involved in church fundraising activities.
This means increasing reliance must be placed on revenue generation which does
not involve a high human resource input. New components will have been added
by the time this magazine is published…
HEREFORDSHIRE: A TREASURE TROVE OF BEAUTIFUL AND UNUSUAL CHURCHES
additional large scale photographs
THE WEST WIND
a colour illustrated booklet of 25 popular English poems from Shakespeare
onwards.
Neither of these will involve the PCC in any expenditure or additional work. It is
hoped they will increase the visitor revenue upon which we continually rely.
Barry Freeman
CHURCH THEFT?
Yet another piece of mischief and mystery, that I would like you to put in the
magazine.
One of the Church side door keys has gone walkabout, it is not a key
that could fit easily into a coat pocket, and it is a very old key which if possible we
would like back,
I feel rather sad that I have to ask you to do this, and even sadder that
someone felt the need to take the key away.
Dian Cope
TEACHING ENGLISH
If you find the English language easy, try teaching these:
The bandage was wound around the wound.
The farm was used to produce produce.
The dump was so full that it had to refuse more refuse.
We must polish the Polish furniture..
He could lead if he would get the lead out.
The soldier decided to desert his dessert in the desert..
18

EARDISLAND IN BLOOM
A big thank you to the fantastic volunteers who turned
out to assist with the litter pick at the end of March,
namely Pat and Alan Newcombe, Sandy Ross, Pete
Dedman, Elaine and Bethan Carter, Robert Holding,
Albert Sheffield, Ben Woodcock and Callum Blount,
who, together with the three of us, collected a
mountain of discarded rubbish from our verges,
ditches, roads and footpaths. Never before have we
managed to cover such a large area, from Lawton Cross
(slightly outside the parish) to Legions Cross, Burton Lane, Broome Lane, Lyme
Lane, School Lane and the recreation ground. Nearly thirty sacks of rubbish were
collected, a huge total, but it’s sad to think the majority of this is simply
discarded by a small minority.
Plant Swop / Sale
rd
This magazine may have dropped on your mat just in time for the 3 annual Plant
th
Swop / Sale on Saturday 17 May, between 10.30 – 1pm, if so we’d love to see
you and hope you grab a bargain. All profits will be used to buy materials to keep
our year round planting going strong.
Phil Milchard, Chris Watson and Eric Pilcher
EARDISLAND CHILDREN’S ALLOTMENT
We’ve had a good start to the growing season down at the children’s allotment.
At our first session in March we planted out some strawberry plants grown from
last year’s runners and sowed a wide selection of flower and vegetable seeds in
the greenhouse. Despite the best efforts of several mice we had plenty of trays of
seeds for potting up last week. We also planted out several rows of kindly
donated seed potatoes.
We should have a selection of vegetable seedlings for sale at the
forthcoming plant swap.
Looking forward to the next few sessions we will be planting out
th
seedlings and sowing directly in the ground on the 24 May. We’ll also be
th
repairing last year’s scarecrows. Then the next session will be on the 28 June.
We also need to thank members of the E-team who spent last Thursday
morning turning out and mixing the compost bins.
Ben Woodcock
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EARDISLAND BOWLING CLUB
th

Opening Day was held on 12
April, on a cloudy but dry day, with
a number of new faces in
attendance, some trying the game
for the first time. It was good to all
meet for the first time in months
and the green, despite the wet
winter, bowled superbly and was
once again a credit to the
hundreds of voluntary hours put in
by green keeper, Tony Stokes.
At the time of going to print the side have won both opening fixtures, at home to
a strong St. Martins, followed by an impressive win at Kingsland on Sunday. If
you fancy trying your hand at the game it is not too late, just come down on club
night, which is every Tuesday @ 6.30pm, but flat soled shoes must be worn.
A list of forthcoming home fixtures can be found below;
nd
th
th
Thursday 22 May v Kington, Saturday 24 May v Knighton, Wednesday 28
th
st
May v Bodenham, Thursday 29 May v Civil Service, Saturday 31 May v
th
th
Leominster, Sunday 15 June v Bulmers, Thursday 19 June v Llandrindod,
st
Saturday 21 June v Wellington.
Phil Milchard
4 SQUARE FOLK BAND
AT CEDAR HALL, DILWYN, HR4 8JS
rd

Friday, May 23 at 7.30pm
These fabulous young musicians from Manchester will be entertaining us with
tunes and harmonies and maybe a little bit of dance thrown into the mix. They
are energetic and highly regarded in the folk world and have bright futures ahead
of them. Catch them now!
Tickets now on sale £8 adult, £4 child from Ruth Davies on 01568 720 226 or
email: ruthdavies2010@gmail.com
Bar and cabaret seating

20

FIELD TO FORK FESTIVAL

Saturday 7th June is the
date for a new local
festival celebrating the
county's agriculture and
the amazing array of food
and drink produced here.
The inaugural
Yarkhill Field to Fork
Festival will showcase
some of the best produce
available in Herefordshire,
including cider, liqueurs,
wine, bread, ice cream,
cheese and confectionery
and will feature
educational and fun
activities for all the family.
Aiming to engage
and educate consumers on the provenance of food, the importance of buying
local and growing and production methods, there will be various activities taking
place throughout the day, such as cooking demonstrations, meet the producers,
competitions, children's activities and tasting opportunities.
Producers already signed up include Peter Cook's Bread, The Strawberry
Stop, Ledbury Real Ales, Pixley Berrys, Haygrove, Just Rachel, Once Upon A Tree
and Wilce's Cider, Chilli Zoo, AJ & CI Snell, Olivers Cider, Monkland Cheese Dairy,
Monkhide Wines, Cake Aspirations, Wye Valley Granola, Gwatkins Cider,
Broadfield Court Wines, amongst others.
Local chefs Callum McDonald from Verzon House, Matt Slocombe of The
Crown in Woolhope, Rayeesa of Rayeesa's Indian Kitchen and Billy Pallett of
A2Zest event catering will demonstrate recipes using the best of the counties
produce.
Parking is free and tickets are £5 for adults and children under 12 are
free. See www.yarkhillfieldtofork.co.uk for more information.
All profits from the Yarkhill Field to Fork Festival will be split between The Haven
Breast Cancer Support Charity and Yarkhill community projects.
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EARDISLAND SCHOOLS, SOLDIERS AND AN AWARD FOR MRS CLOWES
In the last edition of the magazine I outlined the story of the Eardisland
Grammar School, founded in 1652 by William Whittington. The Grammar
School was eventually replaced by the village school, (now the village hall),
which was attended by many local people still living in the village. This
closed in 1979. Reports of events in the grammar school dating back to 1857
have been uncovered in copies of the Leominster Journal. There are also
references to some residents with military backgrounds which in the year of
st
the commemoration of the 1 World War are interesting to reflect on.

Remarkably, the funds provided by William Whittington in his will of 1607 still
enable children in the parish to benefit by applying for assistance for the
purchase of books and other equipment needed for their education. Whilst the
village school was in operation (it closed in 1979) some children gained a
scholarship from the Whittington funds to attend the Leominster Grammar
School (now the Earl Mortimer College and Sixth Form). This was in existence
from circa 1554 until the 1970s. Following the publication of the story of the
grammar school a letter was received from Peggy Olausen, now living in New
Zealand, to say that she had been the beneficiary of the Whittington Scholarship
which enabled her to attend the Grammar School in Leominster (in the 1930s).
This was for three years, and her parents paid for the final three years. Peggy
later married Bob Olausen, who at the age of 17 was a gunner on his first mission.
He found himself playing a role in the surrender of the German battleship, the
Graf Spee in 1939, in the battle of the River Plate. He provided the Oral History
th
Group with a vivid and dramatic account of the attack. Peggy is now in her 90
year and remains a wonderful correspondent with memories of life in the village
before the war.
An earlier correspondent to the Leominster Journal was an old pupil of
the Grammar School. He described how he commenced at the grammar school in
1857. The master at that time, he recalled, was Mr Bullock who also had kept the
village post office. However, he explained that owing to his advanced age some of
the older and bigger boys took advantage of Mr Bullock. The author of the
account describes how he recalled him chastising a boy called Parker who with his
two brothers was involved in a scuffle. Interestingly, the Parker family had a
military background. He said in his account that “Will died in a skirmish
somewhere abroad; Jim was in the British army and died a soldier..”
th
Another item in the Leominster Journal (30 November 1880) describes
a military funeral that occurred involving another member of the Parker family.
On the occasion of the burial of John Parker (aged 32) members of the
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Leominster Rifle Volunteer Corps visited the village to pay tribute to him. It is not
clear how he died. It is stated in the newspaper account that he had been in the
Coldstream Guards. “The volunteers started from the deceased’s home and were
headed by the firing party carrying arms reversed, followed by the band and the
body carried on the shoulders of his comrades.. The firing party fired three volleys
.. This is the first military funeral ever held in Eardisland ..”
The author of the 1857 school memoir explained that for any
misconduct in class, the teacher would “spank us well on the head with a long
ruler.” Attendance at the school was free to boys but girls had to pay to attend.
However, there was a charge to all of 3 pence a month for pens and ink. It seems
that Mr Bullock made quill pens for the pupils, which he obtained from Pigmore
Common in Lower Burton. The writer of the memoir described how he was
assisted by the first known school mistress, Charlotte Williams. He suggests that
while Mr Bullock held office, “the school was one of the best and largest in the
neighbourhood, the average at that time was over 150 scholars..” In 1866 a new
master arrived, Mr Leigh and his wife, for whom the author had the greatest
respect. “He was a thorough worker; he introduced penny concerts and a library.
Mr Leigh also started the first cricket club in Eardisland.” (This would have been in
about 1866). Mrs Leigh taught the girls and it is thought that the school room for
them was initially the ground floor of the Dovecote and later in a room in what
had been the grammar school.
After Mr Leigh other teachers followed. Mr Haynes, (1874-1888) and
then Mr Rogers (1888-1901). The Head who followed was Mr Tom Wood,
appointed at the age of 21. He was to remain for his entire career, dying in 1941.
He was assisted for most of that time (from 1914) by Mrs Anne Davies, whose
husband ran the post office from Adlen House. Of all the people interviewed by
the Oral History group, only Mrs Gwen Hall (who was 101 when interviewed),
recalled Mr Rogers. It must have been a great sadness for Tom Wood and Mrs
st
Davies to have been running the school during the 1 World War and seeing
pupils they had taught being enlisted and some failing to return.
I am grateful to Mr Patrick Herraty, of Pembridge for supplying the
following details relating to the work of Mrs Edith Clowes of Burton Court. Her
th
only son Warren Peter was killed on 30 March 1917 in the defence of Amiens,
aged 20. There are 13 other names on the village war memorial commemorating
those who gave their lives in that war.
th

Hereford Times Saturday 12 January 1918
EMPIRE HONOURS. HEREFORDIANS' WAR WORK RECOGNISED
MEMBERS OF NEW ORDER
The King, in his capacity of Sovereign of the Most Excellent Order the British
Empire, has been pleased to supplement the recently issued list of New Year
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Honours by ordering appointments to the Order of the British Empire, constituted
last summer for the purpose of recognising war service in a variety of directions,
and there are a number of classes approximating to those of the Bath and other
Orders. A special feature of the new creation is that ladies are admitted. The two
First Classes carry for men the title Knight (Sir), and for women the title of Dame.
These classes are Knights Grand Cross (G.B.E.) and Knights Commanders (K.B.E.),
and Dames Grand Cross (G.B.E.) and Dames Commanders (D.B.E.). Officers are
entitled to the suffix 0.B.E., and members M.B.E. Ladies and gentlemen with local
associations whose names figure in the lists include the following:—
MEMBERS
Mrs. Edith Emily Clowes, wife of Colonel P. L. Clowes, Burton Court, Hon Secretary
County of Hereford British Red Cross and Order of St. John of Jerusalem. Besides
working assiduously for the Red Cross, Mrs. Clowes has rendered invaluable
service as chairman of the Herefordshire Women's War Agricultural Committee in
association with Mrs. Kevill Davies. Miss Maddison, and other public-spirited
ladies. The committee — of which the Lady Evelyn Cotterell is President —has
organised an army of village women, over 1000 strong, for work on the land; and
has proved an immense boon to cottagers and smallholders as a medium for the
distribution of seeds. More than anyone else in the county, Mrs. Clowes, from the
very outset of the war, has persistently brought to public notice the latent
possibilities of the cottage gardens in the county, and the movement she thus
initiated for increasing their productivity stimulated cultivation to an enormous
extent. She has, indeed, ever since the outbreak of war, devoted practically all her
time to work of national importance. Courtesy of the British Newspaper Archive
The Clowes family were in the village from 1863 when they purchased Burton
Court, until 1949, when Mrs Clowes died and the estate was sold off. Mrs Clowes
is still recalled by some in the parish and there are many interesting stories about
her. Her visits to the school were terrifying for some of the young children at the
time, since she arrived on her horse, usually dressed in black. Some recall her acts
of kindness and others how she attended church every Sunday and placed fresh
rosemary on the memorial wall plaque to her son and husband, Colonel Peter
Clowes, who had fought in the Boer War (and who died in 1925). She made sure
it was securely in place before becoming involved in the service.
It is apparent that there has been a long tradition of military families in
st
the parish, which in the year of the commemoration of the 1 World War, it is
interesting to recall.
Paul Selfe
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SOME HISTORY OF EARDISLAND
1653.
Bond, 9 August, 1653
Thomas Leyntol of Hardwick, Erdislond, yeoman is bound to Phipip Froysell of
the same, yeoman and Alexander Froysell his son and heir
In £60
For the keeping of covenants in indentures between Thomas Leyntol and Anne
Trmper, widow relict of John Trumper (1) and Philip and Alexander (2).
Witnesses: John Trumper, John Parker, William Poston, Tho. Tomkyns.
Some 184 years earlier, in 1469, there is mention of a Philip Trumper in
Eardisland:
1469.
Philip Trumper (Trumpet) appears in the accounts of the bailiff of the manor
of Eardisland, then being administered directly by the Crown. He held ten acres
of natural land “as granted to him by the rolls of court year 34 as provided and
thus in default 20d.” [PRO/TNA SC6/861/19]
In 1508-1510 a John Trumper held 10 acres and then in 1533-1535, still
holding ten acres (presumably another) Philip Trumper is mentioned in the same
run of source documents. Whilst not detailed as such, they may well have been
three generations of the same family.
1535.
Leyland’s Itinerary of circa 1535-1543 came into Herefordshire. There is
mention of the Wye Bridge at Hereford; of twelve bridges over the river Lugg,
one over the Wormesley Brook (Wellington), one over the Doyre Brook
(Pontrilas), one over the Teme (Leintwardine), and three over the river Arrow
(Broadward, Pembridge and Ivington). Notably he does not mention a bridge
here at Eardisland.[Detail from WFC, 1926].
1469.
In a document spanning 1469-1471 [Bailiff’s Accounts Manor of Eardisland.
PRO SC6/861/19] two bridges are mentioned, Lady Bridge and Bradbrigge. These
are the earliest references I currently have to bridges at Eardisland. Later
documents make it clear that Bradbrigge – Broadbridge, was what was
subsequently named Tadpole Bridge. It still exists - on the road south from the
village towards Legions Cross, immediately before Burton Lane turns off to the
left. I cannot with certainty position Lady Bridge, but the very name suggests a
possible connection with Nunhouse Farm, which might position it as a bridge
over the river Arrow, a little the village side of the present bridge on Broome
Lane where, until not very many years ago, the river was crossed only by use of a
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ford. Indeed some masonry can be seen in the north bank of the river about 50
yards downstream of the present bridge.

1520.
The nuns of Nunhouse (for such indeed it was) came from the Nunnery or
Priory of Limebrook, about six miles from Eardisland towards the north-west.
This is evidenced by a lease from the Prioress of: all their lands & Tenements etc
in Ereslon called the Nonehouse...
[HRO CF50/106/1]

1521.
In March 1521 a lease was granted to Wm.Martyn of London John Man
Yeoman of the Chamber for 21 years of a Watermill in the lordship of Erleslande
parcel of the Erledom of Marche at a rent of 26/8d & 13/4d increase [Duncumb
Mss, page 42]. It should not be assumed that this mill was on the site of either of
the two ‘modern’ mills on the river here. There are quite detailed records which
th
suggest that, certainly until the late 16 century, the (probably) at least two
watermills on the river Arrow here in Eardisland were on different sites. The topic
is far too complex for inclusion here in any more detail.
1536.
Of the many variations of the spelling of Eardisland over the centuries one,
th
Erdysland appears four times in documents of the 16 century.
The earliest of these is: 14 Mar 1536 Probate of Will of Richard Bulckyng of
Erdysland.
The executrix was Maud his relict This detail is from Faraday, M. “Calendar of
Probate and administration Acts 1407-1550” Published by the Smith Fund and
WFC, 2008. From the same source is:
1546.
23 Nov. Probate of Will of Thomas Buraston of Erdysland...Inventory...
‘Boraston family, Cromeg family Hawes family are also mentioned.’
1549.
Again in the same source there are three entries for 1549:
th
14 April. Probate of Will of Thomas ap Gwillym alias Wever of Yerdysland:
mention of William ap Eynon.
nd.
Probate of Will of Miles Whytley of Erdysland. Executor was Roger
Grene.
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nd.
Wever.

Probate of Will of Johan Wever of Erdysland. Executor was John

1570.
Lastly, and still from the same source:
th
10 September 1570. Will of Agnes Badlond of Erdysland....Morgan
family...churchyard...Lowe family, Eve family...Balard family... Kynersley family...
Dyckyn family..and Tromper family are mentioned in various capacities.
These family names occur quite regularly in other documentary sources and
may well be included in my future compilations.
George Alderson
ST. MICHAEL’S HOSPICE
Holding a St Michael’s
Hospice Big Tea party is as
easy as one, two tea!
Pick a day this July, buy or
bake some cakes and pop the
kettle on. Then ask friends,
family, neighbours, colleagues
or customers to join you for a
Hospice fundraising party.
Every penny raised from a Big
Tea party will go straight to
caring for the thousands of
people in Herefordshire and
the surrounding counties who
benefit from St Michael’s
Hospice services.
Last year, Big Tea parties
raised over £8,000, which was
enough to fund meals in our
In-Patient Unit for three
months. This year we’re
hoping to raise even more.
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You can help your Hospice by holding a Big Tea party anywhere: at home, work
or school, in the garden, village hall or park. Yours could be a small affair with a
few close friends, or a big event open to all. The choice is yours!
Choose any date in July to suit you. You may want a morning ‘Knit &
Natter,, a vintage Big Tea, a traditional English tea party or serve a cream tea
with sandwiches and cakes and treat your guests to this great British tradition.
If you would like to find out more about holding your own Big Tea event,
please call the Events Team at St Michael’s Hospice on 01432 851000.
Chris Smart
Marketing and Communications Manager
St Michael's Hospice
Bartestree
Hereford HR1 4HA
01432 851000
EARDISLAND WEATHER FOCUS
At last a change in the weather from the very wet months of January and
February . March saw a dramatic drop in the rainfall down to 32mm with the
river level falling from 27 inches to 14. On Monday 31st we had a thunder storm
with lightning between 7 and 8pm bringing 12mm of rain. Barometer pressures
were between 29.1 and 29.9. Temperatures rose to 18 degrees.
The comparison, March 2013 was 69mm of rain with 2inches of snow
with the river up to 32 inches.
th
April saw 50mm of rain. 12mm of rain on the 7 of April took the river
level up to 24 inches but by the end of the month the level was back to 14 inches.
st
On Monday the 21 thunderstorms were in the area with lightning and
heavy rain (we were at the Kinnersly Arms) but strangely on our return,
Eardisland seemed to have escaped the heavy rain. Barometer pressures were
between 29.14 and 29.74 with temperatures to 20 degrees .
The comparison with April 2013 was 14mm of rain with the river down
to 6 inches.
The lowest river levels recorded have not changed with readings of 14
inches since December 2013 when levels of 10 inches were recorded (the water
table must be quite high at present).
Wild life at Black Barns has varied from a female Goosander with 10
th
goslings appearing for the camera on 9 April (see photo in Community Shop),
also a pair of Black Caps, Nut Hatches, Cormorants, Herons, Dippers and baby
Pigeons.
Doug Tantrum reporting from Black Barn
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WEOBLEY THEATRE GROUP
A few tickets are still available for The Mousetrap for the 2.30pm performance
th
on Wednesday 15 October at Malvern, leaving Weobley at 12.30pm and
returning around 6.00pm. The cost, including the coach, will be £30 for seats in
th
the front circle. Payment before 30 June please. As usual, please pay within 2
weeks of reserving tickets.
Riverdance is now booked, but if you would like to go on a list for
cancellation tickets let me know.
Kate Best 01544 318513 or bobkatebest@tiscali.co.uk
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Copy date for the next edition of the Eardisland Parish Magazine:
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