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THE EARDISLAND PARISH MAGAZINE 
 

JULY 2015 
 

ISSUE 150 
 

 
 

The Eardisland Parish Magazine (News) is 
150! 
 
To your left is the cover of the first edition 
of the Eardisland Parish News - 
“Magazine” as it is now. You will note that 
it is dated April - May 1990, 25 years ago. 

 So what’s changed? Well, 
some of the names opposite will be 
recognised. . . 
 
Barry Freeman wrote a long 
introductory article imploring people 
to contribute. There is a piece on the 
Village Hall starting with “Why do we need it?” along the lines of ‘use it or lose it’. 
Nothing much alters does it? 
 One thing that has is the quality of the production. Nowadays, with 
computers, the layout and general presentation is a world away from 1990, and 
all the better for it. I wonder who will be editing issue 200, or even 300 come to 
that? 
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EDITORIAL 
 
I was sorry to hear of the death of Derek Bray. He was a good man and a real 
stalwart in the community. I am grateful to Julie Read for letting me have a copy 
of the eulogy - what an interesting man he was. Our condolences go to Derek’s 
family and friends. 
 On the occasions that I am away from the village I always try to see local 
magazines from communities like ours. There is a great variation. Some are little 
more than a collection of adverts with a few words squeezed in here and there, 
some are almost entirely church-related, some are beautifully produced with 
excellent colour pictures on good quality paper - these are very much the 
exception. They share some things in common though. All report news of local 
activities - clubs and societies, for example. One central and recurring theme is 
that of dog mess, which has reared its ugly head (or should that be bottom?) 
again in Eardisland. The Parish Clerk has written about this on page 6. Our 
community is not unique in harbouring some dog owners who apparently think 
that it is acceptable to let their dogs foul pavements and public areas. It isn’t. 
 Quite apart from being illegal, the practice of dog fouling is potentially 
dangerous, particularly in the transmission of disease and especially to younger 
children, where blindness is a distinct possibility. So, if you are a dog owner, 
please be a responsible one. 

Chris Bivand 
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EARDISLAND VILLAGE DIARY 2015 
 

Thursday 23
rd

 July Parish Council, VH, 7.30pm 

Thursday 30
th

 July Share a Care 

Sunday 2
nd

 August Taizé Service, Church, see page 19 

Saturday 15
th

 August Pudding Evening , VH, 7.30pm, see page 14 

Wednesday 19
th

 August Village Hall Management Committee (VHMC), 
AGM, 7.30pm, VH 

Saturday 22
nd

 August BBQ, see page 17 

Monday 24
th

 August - 
Friday 28

th
 August 

Entries for Village Show - see page 28 
‘Creative Writing’ date is earlier than final 
submission date 

Thursday 27
th

 August  Share a Care, see page 15 

Thursday 3
rd

 September Hospice Coffee Morning, Tea Rooms, 
10.00am - midday 

Saturday 5
th

 September Eardisland Village Show 

Friday 11
th

 September Copy date for Eardisland Parish Magazine 

Monday 14
th

 September WI, VH, 7.30pm - see page 16 

Wednesday 16
th

 September VHMC, 7.30pm, VH 

Thursday 17
th

 September Parish Council, VH, 7.30pm 

Saturday 19
th

 September Issues of Faith, see page 19 

Wednesday 23
rd

 September Quiz, VH, 7.30pm 

Thursday 24
th

 September Share a Care, see page 15 

Friday 2
nd

 October Morrisons Collection 

Monday 12
th

 October WI, VH, 7.30pm - see page 16 

Saturday 17
th

 October Church Auction, see page 16 

Wednesday 21
st

 October VHMC, 7.30pm, VH 

Thursday 22
nd

 October Parish Council, VH, 7.30pm 

Saturday 24
th

 October Craft and Produce Event, see page 20 

Friday 6
th

 November Copy date for Eardisland Parish Magazine 

Friday 6
th

 November ‘Pampered Chef’ evening, VH, 7.30pm 

Wednesday 18
th

 November VHMC, 7.30pm, VH 

Wednesday 25
th

 November Christmas Bingo, VH, 7.30pm 

Wednesday 16
th

 December VHMC, 7.30pm, VH 

 
VH = Eardisland Village Hall 
VHMC = Eardisland Village Hall Management Committee  
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OBITUARY 
 
DEREK BRAY D. MONDAY 18

TH
 MAY 2015, AGED 83 YEARS 

 
 

Derek was born in Newton Lane, 
Leominster and the family moved to 
Lyme Lane here in Eardisland when 
he was 2½ years old. He went to 
Eardisland Primary School and when 
he left he worked for Mr Smith senior 
milking cows and dealing with apples. 
 Then he went to work for 
Bob Weir on the timber and the 
horticulture. At 18 he did national 
service and served in Malaya and 
Germany. And then in 1952 he came 
home, met Peggy at a dance at the 
Institute in Leominster (now the 
British Legion) and the rest as they 
say is history. Married in 1952, living 
for a while in Stoke Prior where David 
was born, and then they returned to 

Eardisland, one year later moving to Green Elms when they were first built and 
Derek lived there for the rest of his life. Tony was born 18 months after they 
moved in.  
 It was in 1952 that Derek joined the MEB and he worked there for 37 
years before being offered early retirement when N Power took over the firm. He 
worked outside at the time when the telegraph poles and posts were all put up 
by hand and hard work. The skills he learnt were to prove useful and he was 
always ready to help others with the work on their houses when it involved 
electrical problems. When Derek retired he became active in village life, joining 
the bowling club and later becoming greenkeeper and he was a founder member 
of the Village Hall Committee when the school closed helping with the practical 
work of putting the floor in and the electrics, and he was the duck master at the 
annual duck race!  
 Derek loved the village. From early days he had been a member of the 
Air Gun Club with his good friends Bill Blatchford, Doug Powell and Eric Hyde and 
there are trophies in his cabinet from this and from bowling. Derek was a proud 
and loving  Grandad. He was a fair and generous father always there to help 
when they needed him. 
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Derek and Peggy loved dancing and country and western music. They would go 
to the Richmond Club in Hereford and the Legion in Leominster and round the 
villages where the bands and the music were playing and where they made good 
friends. Their other passion was going to watch grasstrack racing and speedway 
and they travelled all over the country to do that.  Derek was handy at gardening. 
He kept a pretty and a tidy garden. 
 Derek was a founder member of the Malayan Veterans Association and 
would always be off to Doncaster to the annual meetings. He was part of the 
Territorial Army for quite a time and a life-long member of the British Legion. 
 It was about 15 years ago that his eyesight started to fail, and last year 
he had breathing difficulties and with his heart, but in the last few months he had 
been better. It was a shock that he suddenly had to go into hospital and that he 
didn’t improve and that after a week in hospital he died there surrounded by his 
family. Our best wishes are with you Peggy, David, Tony and your families as you 
mourn the death of a loved husband, father, grandfather and great grandfather. 
Psalm 23 is a popular and well-loved reading from the Bible for it reminds us of 
the love and leading of God through our lives and that the valley of the shadow 
of death is not a place to be feared, or a place of harm and that the presence of 
God is with us through the calm and the storm and the journeys we make in this 
world and as we journey to the life beyond.  Let us entrust Derek to God’s good 
care and look ourselves to living our lives with the help of God to guide us 
through right and true. Derek will always be part of you through the things he 
taught you and the love he gave you, treasure that in your hearts until you are 
once again reunited in the world to come. May he rest in peace. 
 
EARDISLAND PARISH COUNCIL 

 
At the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council on 21 May, following the election of 
the new Council, Councillors elected the Chairman and Vice Chairman and agreed 
liaison and volunteer posts as follows: 
Chairman – Cllr Maryan Hanson  
Vice Chairman – Cllr Phil Milchard 
Parish Magazine Liaison and Playground Inspection Liaison – Cllr Milchard 
Village Hall Management Committee Liaison – Cllr Kirby 
Planning Group – for responses on minor planning matters under Clerk’s 
Devolved Powers – Cllr Hanson plus 2 other Cllrs 
Financial Advisory Working Group – Cllrs Hanson, Milchard, Kirby 
NDP Steering Group – Cllrs Kirby and Hanson 
Footpath Officers – Sue Wallis and Jo Watson. 
 
Edwin Thompson offered to stand for the Council and was co-opted at the May 
meeting. However, there is still one vacancy for the Council. If you would like to 
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volunteer and help in this important work for the parish, please contact the Clerk 
as soon as possible and attend the July Parish Council meeting. This will be the 
last chance to Co-opt, after that Herefordshire Council will start a Casual Vacancy 
process. 
 The multiagency parish walk-round of the River Arrow, Mill Race and 
Southall’s Brook that was undertaken on 1 June was very useful. A number of 
possible or actual obstructions to water flow were identified and the landowners 
concerned will be doing work to remove them. A survey of the last part of the 
river to be considered is being done and the landowner will be contacted shortly. 
The Parish Council has decided to repeat the walk-round during the winter, to 
check the situation and the work undertaken.  
 Dog fouling is once again a serious issue within the parish. The litter 
pickers found large numbers of waste bags thrown on the ground or into hedges 
and uncollected dog waste on the grass areas of the parish is a real problem. 
 Sadly it appears that some dog owners have no sense of decency or 
responsibility. The advice from Herefordshire Council is for dog owners to collect 
their animal’s waste in a bag, take it home and put it into their general rubbish 
bin – not leave it around the parish for someone else to sort out. If you see a dog 
owner not disposing of their dog’s waste correctly, you can contact Craig 
Sandman, Senior Enforcement Officer, Community Protection Environmental 
Health & Trading Standards, on 01432 26014 or 07792 880502 or email 
csandman@herefordshire.gov.uk and the owner can be contacted and fined. Or 
you can contact a Parish Councillor in confidence, who will make a report for you. 
 With the new play equipment due to be installed on the Recreation 
Ground in July, it becomes even more important that dog fouling is stopped, as 
there is a serious health risk to anyone using the area if they come into contact 
with uncollected dog waste. Please be a responsible dog owner.  
 The Parish Council is hoping there will be a family picnic event to 
celebrate the opening of the new play equipment. Please keep a lookout for 
information on the notice boards and the website. 
 Unfortunately the Parish Council has had to get two horse chestnut 
trees on the Recreation Ground removed, as they were very diseased and a 
danger to people using the area. To comply with the Conservation Area status, 
two new trees have to be planted, though the advice is to wait till spring next 
year. The Council have decided to set up an Environment Group, as suggested in 
the Community Led Plan, to consider the development of the Recreation Ground, 
tree replacement and open spaces. It will only involve a couple of daytime 
meetings, starting in September. If you would like to volunteer for this Group, 
please contact the Clerk by email to eardislandclerk@gmail.ccom or on 07789 
322771, as soon as possible.  
 At the June Parish Council meeting, the change to school transport and 
catchment area schools was discussed. It is hoped that our Ward Cllr Roger 

mailto:csandman@herefordshire.gov.uk
mailto:eardislandclerk@gmail.ccom
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Phillips and Ward Cllr Bowen, who is the Chair of the Scrutiny Committee of 
Herefordshire Council, will both attend the July meeting, so the concerns of 
parents and the Parish Council can be highlighted. 
 The Mill Race has had major work carried out on it by the Dovecote. A 
lot of silt has been removed and put behind a row of stakes, to reduce the 
narrowing of the channel and increase the water flow. Later in the year the area 
behind the stakes will be seeded to make a nice area for residents and visitors. 
 The Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) Steering Group has now 
had advice from Samantha Banks, our Herefordshire Council NDP Officer, on 
taking the Plan forward. The Group will be meeting on Thursday 16 July to 
consider the suggestions made by Samantha and will then arrange another 
Community Consultation event. 

Alison Sutton, Eardisland Parish Clerk 
7 John Davies Place, Westcroft, Leominster, HR6 8JD 

 
MORTIMER MEDICAL PRACTICE PATIENT PARTICIPATION GROUP (PPG) 
 
As this is my first feedback for the group I thought I would explain what a PPG is 
and the role it plays within the GP Practice. 
 This PPG was set up in January 2012. It meets every 2 months at 
Kingsland surgery and has volunteer representatives from most of the villages 
the Mortimer Medical Practice covers. Dr J Voysey chairs the meetings and is the 
Practice representative. Gene Clark, Practice Manager and a representative from 
the onsite dispensary also attend. 
  
What we do 
- Produce updates for the local parish magazines. 
- Advise the Practice on new services. 
- Help to produce the annual patient survey. 
- Act as a point of contact for issues concerning the Practice for patients. 
 A patient survey was completed in early 2015 and over the coming 
months all the comments will be looked at by the Practice and PPG and the 
results will be published in the Practice newsletter and on their website. 
 If anyone has any issues they would like me to raise at the PPG meetings 
please contact me on  01544 387685. 
 I realise not everyone who lives in Eardisland is registered with this 
Practice so if you have issues with your Practice then please ring me and I will be 
happy to signpost you to your appropriate PPG. 
 I look forward to representing your views and feeding back on what is 
happening in the Practice. 
 

Diane Lee 
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HEREFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT BY ROGER PHILLIPS 
 
Dear Residents 
 
Firstly can I thank all those of you who elected me as your local representative on 
the Herefordshire Council. The Election seems a long time ago but personally it 
was good to see people during such fine weather.  It is a pleasure and privilege to 
represent Eardisland again and I will continue to do my best to look after you all 
and the best interests of our County and community. 
      The number of County Councillors has been reduced from 58 to 53 and we 
have a four year term before the next election in 2019. At the first Council 
meeting in May Cllr Brian Wilcox was elected Chairman. He comes from a City 
ward and has been a former cabinet member, Mayor of Hereford and Magistrate. 
The leader remains Cllr Tony Johnson with an overall conservative majority.     
 The Council has published its closed accounts for 2014/15 which shows 
an underspend of 600K. This was due to tight fiscal control of budgets and a mild 
winter. The level of general reserves held is 7 million representing 4% of the net 
budget. The entire earmarked reserves including schools totals 27 million, an 
increase of 3 million. During the year capital projects undertaken included road 
improvements, Broadband,  new Primary School at Leominster, new Heritage 
Centre and investment on the Rotherwas Business park. 
 
HIGHWAYS 
Balfour Beatty have rearranged their locality stewards with Phil Pankhurst 
replaced by Lara Edwards. Lara was brought up in Lyonshall and attended 
Kington Primary and Lady Hawkins schools. Regrettably since her appointment 
she has been off sick but Parish Clerks and myself are dealing with interim 
arrangements. 
 Although Eardisland is not as affected as some of my other villages, I 
have arranged with the Lafarge Tarmac Quarries above Kington that they will 
advise their hauliers to observe a voluntary 20 mph speed limits through the local 
villages. 
 I will be interested in people’s views on the new lining arrangements 
through the village and will gain an impression over the next 12 months. I am 
disappointed to see the time it has taken to cut the verges on the main road and 
dangerous junctions, and I will be pushing to see all those first cuts are done by 
the end of May in future. There needs to be a local discussion on grass cutting 
particularly on our minor roads to get the appropriate balance between highway 
safety and natural growth. 
 Maps and timetables for grass cutting and pot holes are now available 
on the Council’s website and for reporting problems. 
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https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/grass-cutting  
https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/transport-and-
highways/maintenance/potholess  
https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/transport-and-highways/footpaths-byways-
and-bridleways/cg-report-prow-problemm  
 
PLANNING 
Hopefully at the end of this month we should receive the Inspector’s report on 
the Core Strategy 2011-31. This strategy determines the level of and positioning 
of all future housing in the County in accordance with the National Planning 
Policy Framework ( NPPF) and supported by Neighbourhood Plans.  Unless there 
are some surprises a special council meeting will be called to pass it as soon as 
possible to prevent  the speculative development in our villages.  
 The Council has submitted its application for a new road from the A49 to 
A465 (Belmont) which is funded by the Government. The application should be 
going to committee in the Autumn. The new road is part of a scheme to improve 
traffic mobility south  west of Hereford from Belmont and provides improved 
transport links to Rotherwas (Herefordshire largest employment centre).  
 
If you want to submit a planning application please contact 
Andrew.Stock@herefordshire.gov.ukk     
Or if you want to report  an enforcement issue then contact   
Debbie.Crowley@herefordshire.gov.uk  
 
Other useful contacts:     FLY TIPPING:  csandman@herefordshire.gov.uk       
                                             BIN COLLECTIONS:  kvigus@herefordshire.gov.uk  
 
£40 MILLION POUND CONTRACT FOR RECONFIGURATION WORKS AT THE 
COUNTY HOSPITAL 
 
Last month it was announced that our County Hospital is being reconfigured 
including the replacing of the 75 year old “Canadian hutted wards” which were 
originally built as temporary accommodation during the War. Proposals include a 
new intensive care unit and outpatient theatres increasing bed capacity and 
creating greater flexibility of the site to enable further future development.  
This has been a challenging year, the Wye Valley Trust, which runs the hospital, 
having been placed in special measures.  
  
If I can be of any help please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
 01544 - 340269  Email:  rjphillips@herefordshire.gov.uk 
 

https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/grass-cutting
https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/transport-and-highways/maintenance/potholess
https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/transport-and-highways/maintenance/potholess
https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/transport-and-highways/footpaths-byways-and-bridleways/cg-report-prow-problemm
https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/transport-and-highways/footpaths-byways-and-bridleways/cg-report-prow-problemm
mailto:Andrew.Stock@herefordshire.gov.ukk
mailto:Debbie.Crowley@herefordshire.gov.uk
mailto:csandman@herefordshire.gov.uk
mailto:kvigus@herefordshire.gov.uk
mailto:rjphillips@herefordshire.gov.uk
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THE QUEEN’S GARDEN PARTY 
 
David and I were recently very surprised and delighted to receive an invitation to 
the Queen's Garden Party in May. We are very grateful to the kind people who 
put forward David's name.  
 We had a wonderful time. We stayed with our daughter in London and 
surprisingly enjoyed driving ourselves into the capital, especially when we were 
directed to a parking spot on the Mall!  Despite a guest list of over 7500 people 
the arrangements were excellent, the security unobtrusive and everywhere was 
easily accessible. 
    We were very lucky to have sunny weather, showing off the palace 
gardens at their best. Soft drinks were served while a brass band played, 
followed by an afternoon tea in true British tradition. There were assorted 
sandwiches (including the inevitable cucumber and mint) all with the crusts 
removed, so there must have been some well fed birds around! The cakes were 
delicious, especially the mini chocolate ones decorated with the royal crest. Ice 
cream was served later and we were free to enjoy the peaceful grounds at our 
leisure. We chatted with fellow guests and were impressed with the relaxed 
informality of the whole event. 
 It was interesting to see members of the royal family at close quarters. 
The Queen, Prince Philip and Princess Anne were chatting informally to as many 
guests as possible. The Queen was dressed in fuschia pink and really does look 
remarkable for her age, with a very genuine smile. Her entourage were 
experienced in making sure everyone could see her, bringing through the crowd 
anyone they noticed who couldn't see over the people in front.  
  It was a memorable and delightful experience which we will always 
treasure.  

David and Sue Wallis 
JUNE FOOTPATH REPORT 
 
Following a query from a visiting walker, arrangements have been made to clear 
the access to ED 12 from the Bearwood side and the landowner has been very 
cooperative. Funding has been provided by the PC to improve the stile. Access 
difficulties from the other end of the path are in the process of being resolved 
and we have made arrangements to meet with the Pembridge footpath officer to 
discuss this right of way as it is linked to a Pembridge path.  
 We have a new area steward and will be arranging to meet her in the 
near future.  
 We are hoping to produce a simple footpath map showing the most 
accessible of the Eardisland footpaths for the benefit of local walkers and visitors. 
This will take some time as we need to check the main routes again to make sure 
the way markers are easy to follow; this applies particularly on the path to 
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Pembridge after the weir, where several walkers have reported some confusion. 
 We are also aiming to update the information for local walks on the 
Eardisland website. Please continue to use your local footpaths regularly as this 
keeps them more accessible. 
 Please report any concerns about the local footpaths:   015443 88066 
or email dandswallis@hotmail.co.uk   

Jo Watson and Sue Wallis 
 
KINGSLAND AND EARDISLAND HOSPICE FRIENDS 
 
The tea party at ‘Tamarisk’, North Road, Kingsland raised £350.00 for St Michael’s 
Hospice, with many people enjoying tea and cake on a sunny day. 
 Please do support our coffee morning at Eardisland Tea Rooms courtesy 
of Barry and Kathleen Freeman, on Thursday 3

rd
 September from 10.00am to 

midday. There will be a hospice stall with Christmas cards and small gifts, plus 
plants, produce and ‘bring and buy’ stalls. This is our main hospice event in 
Eardisland and we urge you to support it, along with friends or anyone you can 
encourage to join you! The entrance charge for tea and biscuits is £3.00 and we 
look forward to seeing you there.

Dorothy Brown  388389, Beryl Hoda 388131,  Annie Mitchell  388605  
 
EARDISLAND VILLAGE HALL: UPDATE JULY 2015 
 
WHAT HAS HAPPENED SINCE THE PROGRESS REPORT IN THE LAST EDITION? 
Administration  - The on-going review and updating of day-to-day administrative 
arrangements has included:  

 submitting the completed paperwork to obtain a 7-day premises licence 
which will enable the same use of the Hall on Sundays as on the other 
days of the week; 

 pursuing, with the support of the Clerk to the Parish Council, the 
complaint concerning the energy supplies to the Hall with the 
Ombudsman – the result should be known by the time of the September 
update; 

 initiating a definitive post code for the Hall. 
Cleaning and Maintenance 
DIY/Inventory Session – 6 committee members and 2 friends completed a tidying 
and DIY session on Saturday 9

th
 May. Cleaning materials were relocated to a 

lockable area, storage was sorted, re-organised and labelled, a new seat was 
fitted in the Ladies toilets, the edge of the steps in both the Ladies and the Gents 
were painted in a bright colour to minimise the risk of tripping when exiting the 
cubicles and work was begun on housing for the staging. The 12 small folding 

mailto:dandswallis@hotmail.co.uk
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tables, purchased with a grant from the Community Shop Fund, are now stored 
for use by hirers in newly available cupboard space in the Hall. 
Social and Fund-Raising Events 
Open Gardens - A small team of members of the Village Hall Management 
Committee, H-Team and friends provided and served refreshments on Saturday 
13

th
 June at the Church’s Open Gardens weekend. Monies raised from the 

refreshments (the sum is being finalised but will be in the region of £100 will go 
towards the fund for upgrading the toilets in the Village Hall. 
60s and 70s Night: Saturday 11

th
 July 2015 – This event, supported by 50+ 

parishioners and friends, was great fun and raised £293.99 towards upgrading 
the Hall toilets. Huge thanks are due to Margaret Milchard and Sue Wallis who 
planned and organised the event. The Hall was certainly jumping! 
Membership of the Village Hall Management Committee 
Richard Kirby is the new Parish Council representative on the Village Hall 
Management Committee and we are looking forward to welcoming Richard to 
the July meeting. Kate Thompson has been warmly co-opted to the position of 
Vice-Chair. Annie Mitchell, who has put her house on the market, has decided to 
stand down from the Committee. While Annie does not know when the sale will 
take place, Annie does not feel it appropriate to continue when she will not be 
here long term. Annie will be very much missed and the Hall Committee has 
given many thanks to Annie for all she has done. We wish Annie every success for 
a smooth house move. 
WHAT IS PLANNED? 
Social and Fund-Raising Events 
Pudding Evening: Saturday 15

th
 August 2015, 7.30pm – Please see page 14 for 

details of this event, again in aid of the fund for upgrading the toilets. At this 
event we will also be expressing formal thanks to very long-serving members of 
EVHMC as representatives of all those who set up and ran the Hall so successfully 
over so many years. 
Quiz Night: Wednesday 23

rd
 September 2015, 7.30pm - Please see posters for 

details of this event and in the meantime, save the date. 
Planned Purchases - In order to maximise the space available in the Hall, the 
Committee has applied for a grant to help fund new large folding tables. It is 
hoped that these tables and the new entrance mats will be in the Hall by the 
autumn. 
Review of the Future of the Hall - The joint meeting between representatives of 
the new Parish Council and of the Village Hall Management Committee is to be 
held after the next Annual General Meeting of the Committee. Please see 
immediately below for details of the AGM and come along and give your views – 
everyone is welcome. We look forward to seeing you at the meeting. Thank you. 

Ruth Brinton-Bivand 
Chair, Eardisland Village Hall Management Committee 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 
EARDISLAND VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

 
WEDNESDAY 19

TH
 AUGUST 2015 

 
EARDISLAND VILLAGE HALL 

 
COMMENCES AT 7.30PM 

 
(TO BE FOLLOWED IMMEDIATELY BY THE FIRST MEETING OF THE NEW 

COMMITTEE 
AND ELECTION OF ITS OFFICERS) 

 

 
 
EARDISLAND COMMUNITY SHOP 
 
The Annual General Meeting for the 
Shop took place on Wednesday 1st 
July in the Village Hall.  The 
Chairman was able to report on 
another year of success for the 
Shop which achieved the main 
objectives of providing a service to 
meet the needs of the community, 
support local businesses, provide an 
opportunity to volunteer in the 
community, create a community 
hub and run a viable and 
sustainable enterprise. 
We have continued to reduce our 
operating margins where possible 
by lowering prices or not passing on 
producer price increases and will 
continue with this policy. 
 We have embarked upon a 
full refit of the Shop with a new 

fridge and freezer recently installed, 
and over 7th / 8th July new flooring 
was laid and all the floor standing 
units were replaced. Continuing our 
policy of using local suppliers and 
businesses, the flooring was 
purchased from and fitted by Floor 
Styles of Leominster and the 
fixtures made and fitted by Nathan 
Tong of Pembridge.   
 We are delighted with the 
service and product from both 
businesses. 
 There are still some 
window fixtures to be replaced and 
a new counter to install but we 
should complete the refit by the 
end of July. 

Albert Sheffield 
for Eardisland Community Shop  
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Pudding Evening! 
Join us for an indulgent evening 

of puddings and fun!  

Saturday 15th August  

Eardisland Village Hall 

From 7.30pm  
Reserve your tickets early at £5 each 

through any member of the village hall 

committee, the village shop, Sue 

388066 or Margaret 388097 
 

Bring your own drinks, glasses provided. 

All proceeds towards updating the 

village hall toilet facilities.  
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‘Share A Care’ 

The Local Link 
 

Connecting the people 

of Eardisland 
 

Join us for a free cuppa and a chat  

Thursday  

27
th
 August & 24

th
 

September 
from  

2.30pm  
in 

Eardisland Village Hall 
This is a not a club or organisation 

– there are no formal meetings.  

Everyone is invited! 
 

Together we can make a difference! 
 

https://www.google.co.uk/search?rlz=1T4ADRA_enGB417GB419&tbm=isch&q=chain+link+clip+art&revid=399078923&biw=1280&bih=835&dpr=1
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EARDISLAND W.I. 
 
In June we had an interesting evening with Pat Sleeman who displayed her 
decorated candles. She talked about how she decorated them, as to demonstrate 
the art was too long a process. Members were able to purchase the items at the 
end if they so wished and were also able to place orders for special ones for any 
occasion. A Thai Cookery demonstration in July was not only a joy to see but also 
to taste and smell. Shirley Cook wooed us with her talents. 
 In August there is no meeting but on Monday 14

th
 September our talk is 

by a "Serious Crime Undercover Officer" and if I told you their name I would have 
to be exterminated! On Monday 12

th
 October we are having a talk on "Votes for 

Women".  
 We meet in the back room of the Village Hall at 7.30p.m. on the above 
dates. Visitors are always welcome and if any of these subjects appeal then feel 
free to come along. We are always open to new ideas so if you can recommend a 
great speaker or if you have a craft to share etc... then please let us know. 

Contact Mavis Tantrum 
W.l. Secretary  01544 87972 

 

Grand Auction! 
 

Saturday 17
th

 October at 7.30pm. 
Church of St. Mary the Virgin, Eardisland 

 
We are planning to hold a Grand Auction hopefully to raise some of the urgently 
required funds needed towards the annual upkeep (£18,000) of St Mary’s Parish 
Church, Eardisland.  CAN YOU HELP PLEASE? 
 To make the evening a success the organisers are seeking as many 
donations or promises as possible.  Are you able to offer a few hours of voluntary 
work, maybe gardening, cleaning or babysitting?  Maybe you would be willing to 
host a meal? 
 Do you own a holiday cottage you would be willing to donate for a 
weekend?  Do you have good quality unwanted items (no clothes) that you no 
longer need that might be just the thing someone else is looking for?  If so we’d 
love to hear from you.   Hopefully as many of you as possible will come forward 
to help and make this an event to remember!  The exact format of the evening 
has not yet been decided but we are hoping it will be a really good event. 
 If you can help please contact either Richard Kirby on 388810, or 
Margaret & Phil Milchard 388097, or Sue & David Wallis 388066 or email 
pmilchard@btinternet.com   
 Thank you in anticipation of your support. 

mailto:pmilchard@btinternet.com
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OUR ANNUAL BARBECUE 
 

HARDWICK HOUSE 
 

(off A44 midway between Eardisland and 
Pembridge) 

 
By kind invitation of Mrs A Collins 

 
 

SATURDAY 22ND AUGUST  
 

6.00PM - 10.00PM 
 

Tickets: £12 ADULTS ~ £7 UNDER 16 ~ UNDER 12 FREE 
 

 FULL BBQ MEAL with vegetarian option 
 LICENSED BAR ~ LIVE MUSIC ~ GRAND DRAW 
 ENJOY THE BEAUTIFUL GARDENS AND VIEWS 
 LARGE FREE CAR PARK 

 
Admission and draw tickets available from: 
 
 Community Shop   01544 388984 
 Tea Room and Gift Shop  01544 388226 
 Richard Kirby    01544 388810 
 Barry Freeman    01544 388226 
 
 
 

All proceeds towards upkeep of Eardisland Parish Church 
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SERVICES AT CHURCH OF ST MARY THE VIRGIN, EARDISLAND 
 
Priest-in-Charge:  Rev. Julie Read 
    07968916783, rev.julie@btinternet.com 
 
Churchwardens   Beryl Hoda, Arrow Lawn, Eardisland  
      01544 388131 
                                                Dian Cope, Downome, Eardisland 
                                                 01544 388317 
   
Deputy Churchwarden:                      Richard Kirby 01544 388810  
Deputy Churchwarden and Treasurer:       Peter Brown 01544 388389 
Deputy Churchwarden and Organist:         Annette Blyth 01544 388241 
 

Please see the Prime Rota in the church porch for further details.  
 

 

Sunday 19
th

 July 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

 

26
th

 July 

9.30 am Holy Communion  Eardisland 

 

Sunday 2
nd

 August 

6 pm Taizé Service 
(NB. No morning Service) 

Eardisland 

 

Sunday 9
th

 August 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

 

Sunday 16
th

 August 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

 

Sunday 23
rd

 August 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

   

 

Sunday 30
th 

August 

11 am Benefice Holy Communion Kingsland 

   

mailto:rev.julie@btinternet.com
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Sunday 6
th

 September 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

 

Sunday 13
th

 September 

9.30 am Matins Eardisland 

 

Sunday 20
th

 September 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

 
FROM THE REV JULIE READ 

 
I have just returned from a conference of the clergy, bishops and interested 
people from the pews that was held at Harper Adams University in Shropshire – 3 
days of debates and input from national and international figures, including 
Bishop Helen-Ann from New Zealand who was the first “British national” to be 
appointed Bishop, even if she had to go to New Zealand to do that! (Actually she 
was working out there before she was “spotted”). 
 We talked about the gap between God and the World and what we do 
about that! Learned people talked and we all got opportunity to put in our penny 
worth! Bishop Richard who has already been to Eardisland Church is taking a 
strong lead in urging us all to engage with the issues of faith in the beautiful and 
broken world; that this is what we are about first and foremost. 
 He and Bishop Alistair are offering a series of events and occasions in 
September to meet with people and engage with any who would like to 
participate in these issues. The nearest one to us is on Saturday the 19

th
 

September in the Priory in Leominster from 3– 4.30pm taking the form of 
afternoon tea with activities for children, but not exclusively for them! Do go 
along and meet him. The event is entitled FOLLOW – join the conversation, share 
the journey. 
 On another matter we will holding a Taizé Service in Eardisland Church 
on Sunday 2

nd
 August at 6pm where there will be an opportunity to sing and 

pray, to light a candle as a sign of your prayer and to enjoy some profound 
silence. It is an invitation to enter the gap between God and us, and to listen to 
what God might have to say to us today. 
 I am thankful for my faith in the work of Jesus Christ, who entered into 
the world most fully and bridged the gap on our behalf through his life, death 
and resurrection. I am grateful to those who join with me in worship and debate 
and I hope that we all might be part of helping everyone in our community to feel 
loved and valued. May God bless you all. 
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EARDISLAND IN BLOOM 
 
A big thank you to everyone who 
helped, donated or attended the 
Plant Swop in May. The day was a 
huge success and generated 
£339.95 in profits which will be put 
to good use over the coming year. 
 A reminder that a Craft & 
Apple Day is planned on Saturday 
24

th
 October, in the village hall. If 

you would like to promote your 
craft and are interested in booking 

a table from just £5, then please contact one of us, or phone on 388097.  
 It is pleasing to see the boat feature has now been re-planted and is 
receiving very favourable comments. The boat itself will need some minor 
attention in the autumn, but hopefully will last a few more years.  
 

Phil Milchard  Wendy Cross  Chris Watson 
 
 
EARDISLAND BOWLS CLUB 

 
On Monday 8

th
 of June, Eardisland Bowling  Club invited 

two schools, consisting of 16 children from Shobdon and 
8 from Dilwyn, to have a go at playing bowls. The event 
was coached by Bill Wheatly (the county coach) and 
Robin Williams, Eardisland Club Coach, with members of 
the club, headed by Gill Williams, assisting. 
 A good day was had by all, with the children (and 
teachers) tasked with bowling to a target and various 

other tests, with the children being awarded a certificate at the end of the day. It 
is hoped that this will lead to other schools visiting. 
 Eardisland Bowling Club continues to enjoy the bowls season with 
friendly matches against other bowls clubs and club competitions. The continued 
success in the Hereford Men’s League means that the club should hopefully finish 
top of the second division. 
 Eardisland Bowling Club will always welcome new members with club 
nights on Tuesdays at 6pm.  
 Please bring flat shoes if you wish to play.  

Doug Tantrum 
01544 387972 
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KINGSLAND CE PRIMARY SCHOOL SAYS ‘THANK YOU’  
 
We can hardly believe that we are 
approaching the end of another 
wonderful school year. Again, we have 
so much to be thankful for and to thank 
each of you for; we feel enriched by 
being part of a community which 
includes families, governors and friends 
who live in Eardisland.  We were thrilled 
this year to be one of three schools 
identified by Herefordshire’s Learning 
and Achievement team for ‘consistently 
performing above national 
expectations.’  We have also been 
designated as a National Support School 
to share good practice with schools 
across the county and beyond. The 
entire school team is made up of 
‘second milers’ who give of their very 
best to ensure that each child can 
flourish academically, physically, 
spiritually and socially.  This is even 
more admirable as we face considerable 
challenges in terms of funding and 
space. You can always find out more 
about what we’ve been up to in 
newsletters on the school website: 
www.kingslandceprimary.com.  I know 
that many of you will want to join us in 
celebrating Marion Webster’s twenty-
six years of service to our school.  She 
leaves us in July for a truly well-
deserved retirement which we pray will 
be blessed with peace, health and joy in 
abundance.   
 We appreciate that your 
support and encouragement, 
demonstrated in so many ways, 
contributes to our success in nurturing 
confident, hard-working and 
considerate children, rooted in Christian 
values, who are able to realise their 

own unique skills and talents. Wendy 
Priday, our Chair of Governors, has 
served the school during many times of 
change and challenge for nearly thirty 
years.  We are deeply thankful for her 
commitment and wisdom.  We shall, 
like you, miss Beryl Hoda, who has 
helped the school to develop its 
teaching of English and its Christian 
values in recent years. We wish her and 
her family great joy for the future.  
Shelley Connop is a stalwart in terms of 
leading our Parents and Teachers 
Association (PTA) and as a governor.  
Friends from Eardisland Church have 
prepared for really special ‘Open the 
Book’ worship times and an 
inspirational ‘Experience Church’ day, as 
well as donating and wrapping 
Mothering Sunday gifts for each child to 
give. The warm welcome that we 
receive at any event in Eardisland 
Church is heartening.  Rev Julie leads 
our Worship Time in school every 
Thursday afternoon. The Playhouse 
Company has generously provided an 
outdoor games wall and picnic benches 
for our children to enjoy. Parents within 
the village give regularly of their time 
and talents to help the children in 
sporting activities, in a computing club, 
gardening club, pottery projects and by 
sharing transport.  You are an amazing 
bunch in Eardisland and a great 
encouragement to us all!  These are 
only a few examples of many gifts of 
kindness extended by you to your 
school family over many years and we 
are grateful.  Thank YOU! 
Have a great summer!   

Angela Daniel M.Ed.  
Headteacher 

 

http://www.kingslandceprimary.com/
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ROAD VERGES 
 
A new Plantlife study shows that Britain’s road verges are home to 703 species of 
wild plants, more than in any other part of our landscape, and 87 of them are 
either threatened with extinction or heading that way. In addition, 88% of these 
wild plants provide nectar and pollen for bees and other insects, making road 
verges essential refuges for insect life; bird’s-foot trefoil alone is a food plant for 
132 species of insect.  
 In addition, 21 of the 25 Nation's Favourite Wildflowers grow on road 
verges. From cowslips and bluebells in spring to swathes of cow parsley and ox-
eye daisies in early summer, our verges are home to most of the 25 favourite 
wild flowers as voted for by the public. And with 30 million drivers in the UK, 
they’re the most frequently viewed habitat too, providing many people with their 
only regular daily contact with nature. 
 But in much of Britain road verges are still being needlessly cut down in 
full flower threatening the wildflowers and the wildlife that depend on them. 
Many councils have already started cutting verges - much too early in the year 
for flowers to be able to set seed, and greatly reducing one of the most 
important food banks for our ailing bees and other pollinators. 
 Dr Trevor Dines, Plantlife’s Botanical Specialist, explains, “Over 97% of 
meadows have been destroyed in England since the 1930s. In many areas, rural 
road verges are the last remaining stretches of natural habitat for our wildlife. 
Road safety is the absolute priority, but we know that verges can be managed 
better for wildlife whilst remaining safe for motorists. This means adopting some 
simple changes to management – like a delay in cutting to allow seed to be set - 
so that wildflowers can thrive”. 
 Plantlife has produced new management guidelines and is urging the 
public to sign a petition asking local councils to adopt them. Some councils are 
leading the way. Trials in Dorset, for example, are investigating how to combat 
the over-vigorous growth of grass on fertile verges (which is both detrimental to 
wildflowers and obscures driver sight-lines), by stripping turf, using semi-parasitic 
yellow rattle to stunt grass growth and even grazing verges with sheep. Plantlife 
is helping to showcase the work of councils like Dorset to show others that it can 
be done. Our guidelines are currently being applied to 11,700 km of verge 
covering 2,300 hectares of verges – that’s equivalent to 2.5 times the area of 
remaining upland hay meadow in the UK - and with the public’s support we can 
do even more.  
 Dr Dines adds, “If we just give them a chance, wildflowers can return. 
Meadow crane’s-bill was once widespread in meadows – hence its name – but is 
now more commonly found on road verges. It spreads readily when cutting is 
delayed and it’s allowed to set seed. Maybe it's time to change its name to 
"verge crane’s-bill".                                                                       Continued on page 29 
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Please come to join us at the re-launch of the Eardisland Village 

Show! 
 

Saturday 5th  September 2015  
 

2.00 – 4.30 pm 
 

Prizes will be awarded at 4.00 pm 
 

  £1 admission charge for adults 
 

 Children free 
 

A detachable entry form is included in this parish magazine; you can 
also download them from the parish website! 

 
If anyone is interested in helping at this event, or is able to donate 

raffle prizes, please let us know! 
 

Jo:  01544 387698 
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Section  A    COOKERY 
1 A chocolate cake  (see recipe on entry form) 
2 A jar of homemade preserve- sweet 
3 A jar of homemade preserve- savoury 
4 A dessert (please specify) 
5 A ploughman’s (MEN ONLY) 
 

Section  B    WINE 
6 A  bottle of  home-made wine 
7 A flavoured spirit 
8 A non-alcoholic drink 
 

Section C   FLORAL ART 
No artificial fruit or flowers.  All items on a base up to 18”x18” unless 
otherwise stated 
 

9 Floral display for a country wedding- in a jam jar 
10 5 flowers and foliage 
11 Exhibit  “Bonfire Night” (fresh & artificial material allowed) 

 
Section D    HANDICRAFT 
12 A hand-made card for any occasion 
13 A decorated flower pot 
14 A knitted or crocheted item 
15 Item of cross stitch  
 

Section E    HORTICULTURE- Division 1 
16         Megan Lloyd Trophy - A yellow rose. (not a tight bud 
 please) 
17 3 Roses (different varieties) 
18 A Pot plant 
19 3  Stems only, of different garden flowers 
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    HORTICULTURE- Division 2 
20 3 cooking apples 
21 A display of 3 root vegetables (could be 3 matching or 3 
different) 
22 A display of garden vegetables in a 12”x12” tray / box 
23 A hand-tied bunch of fresh herbs 
 

Section F    PHOTOGRAPHY 
Maximum 7” x 5” mounted (size including mount not more than 9” x 7”) 
This is because of limited display space as this section is so popular 
Please put your name and the class number on the back 
 

24 Favourite view of Eardisland 
25 Sunrise or sunset 
26 Herefordshire life 
27 A black and white photograph 
 

Section G   ART 
Pictures may be mounted but not glazed.   Stretched canvases are 
acceptable 

28 Buildings (mixed media)  
29 A drawing and watercolour wash (any subject) 
30 Seascape (Acrylic/oils) 
31 A 3-dimensional work / collage less than 2 feet in any 
direction. 
 

Section H     CREATIVE WRITING 
Your entries should be placed,  with the completed entry form stating your name and 
address plus  fees,  in a sealed envelope  marked  ‘Show – Creative Writing’.  Please do not 
write your name on the entry itself.   The envelopes should be  handed in before  Monday 
24

th
  August.     ( Please use another form for your entries in other categories.) 

32 A limerick starting with: “Whilst cleaning pots in the 
shed…” 
33 Remembering childhood (maximum 250 words) 
34     As I was walking...................................................... 
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Section J       CHILDREN 
Children of 15 and over are encouraged to enter the adult categories.  
Please put your age on the Entry Form so that it may be taken into 
consideration by the judges. 
Children under 6  
35 A party hat 
36 A vegetable animal 
37 Decorate a biscuit 
 

Children 6-14 
38 Floral arrangement in a mug 
39        A picture entitled ‘Christmas in Eardisland’ (winning entry 

to be         front cover of the Christmas Parish Magazine) 
40 Cheese straws 
41 A Lego construction model not to exceed 30cm in any 

direction 
 

Section K     JUST FOR A LAUGH… (entries open to all ages) 
42 Longest runner bean 
43 Funniest looking fruit or vegetable 
44 Funny animal photograph 
45 Tallest sunflower – aged 16 and over 
46 Tallest sunflower- under 16s 
(Tallest sunflower classes sponsored by Eardisland in Bloom). 
 
See Entry Form for details of how to enter 
Entry Forms available from the Village Shop from July. 
Entry forms may be returned up to 5.OO pm on Friday 28

th
 August  with the 

exception of creative writing entries which must be in by Monday 24
h
  August. 

Late entries will, regretfully, not be accepted. 
Entries cost 40p per item for adults.  Children may enter free of charge in the 
Children's Sections but fee payable in adult section. Please place your entries and 
fees in an envelope marked  “SHOW” and hand in to one of the addresses shown 
on the Entry Form. 
Entries to be taken to the Village Hall on Saturday 5

th
 September between 9am 

and 10.30a.m. 
Prize money not collected by 5.00pm will be returned to Show funds. 
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EARDISLAND VILLAGE SHOW 2015:  ENTRY FORM 

 

Please circle numbers of classes you wish to enter. 
Each entry costs 40p for adults,  children free in Children Section 
only. 
 
Place your entry and cash in a sealed envelope marked ‘SHOW’. 
Take your envelope to one of the addresses shown overleaf 
Entries should be in by Friday 28th August. 
 
COOKERY A1 A2 A3 A4 A5 

WINE  B6 B7 B8  

FLORAL ART C9 C10 C11  

HANDICRAFT D12 D13 D14 D15  
HORTICULTURE E16 E17 E18 E19 E20 E21 E22 E23 
PHOTOGRAPHY F24 F25 F26 F27 

ART  G28 G29 G30 G31 

WRITING H32 H33 H34   see notes on schedule  

CHILDREN J35 J36 J37 J38 J39 J40 J41 

JUST FOR A LAUGH K42 K43 K44 

 

FULL NAME............................................................................... 

 

TELEPHONE NUMBER ............................................................. 

 

AGE IF 15YRS AND UNDER..................................................... 

 

RULES OF THE SHOW 
 
Max 2 entries, per person,  per class and exhibits must be your own 
work. 
Judges’ decisions are final. 
Money not claimed by 5pm on the show day will be returned to 
funds. 
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HOW TO ENTER THE EARDISLAND VILLAGE SHOW 
 
Please complete and return this entry form (and any Creative Writing entries) 
with the fees in a sealed envelope marked ‘SHOW’ to either of the Eardisland 
addresses below: 
 
Joanne South, Tividale, Church Road 01544 387698                      
 
The Community Shop 
 
 
Creative Writing should be handed in by Monday 24

th
  August.   

 
Other entry forms to be in by Friday 28

th
 August at 5pm. 

 
On the day, entries should be taken to the Village Hall on Saturday 5

th
  Sept. 

between 9a.m. and 10.30 a.m. 

 
Judging will take place during the morning and the hall will be open to the public 
from 2.00 pm.  Prize giving and raffle draw will take place at 4.pm.  Prize money 
will be paid out after the announcements. 
 
Any prize money not collected by 5.00p.m. will be returned to Show Funds 
 
Please retain your schedule marked with the items you have entered. 
 
 

Recipe for Chocolate Sandwich 
 

Ingredients 
     5oz/155g margarine,   1 level teaspoon baking powder, 

5oz/155g caster sugar,     4oz/125g S .R .flour,   
3 large eggs,             1oz/30g cocoa 

 
Method 

Prepare cake by creaming method. Bake in approx. 7”/18cms tins at 
325F/160C degrees for 20-25 minutes. When cold, sandwich together 

with chocolate or plain butter cream and dust top with icing sugar. 
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 (Continued from page 22) For more information and for stunning images, please 
contact: 
 
Katie Cameron  01722 342759 / M 07584 995929 
katie.cameron@plantlife.org.uuk  
Trevor Dines Plantlife Botanical Specialist  01248 670691 / M 07789 685635 
trevor.dines@plantlife.org.ukuk  
 
Notes 
 
1. Plantlife is the organisation speaking up for the nation’s wild plants. We 

work hard to protect wild plants on the ground and to build understanding 
of the vital role they play in everyone’s lives.  Plantlife carries out practical 
conservation work across the UK, manages nature reserves, influences policy 
and legislation, runs events and activities that connect people with their 
local wild plants and works with others to promote the conservation of wild 
plants for the benefit of all. 

2.   Visit www.plantlife.org.uk/roadvergecampaign to sign the petition. 
 
A RAMBLE THROUGH TIME IN THE PARISH OF EARDISLAND 

 
       My last Ramble (in Issue No.148, March this year) ended in mid-March 1737 
when I touched on the many changes which can be demonstrated to have arisen 
in the parish in the period 1674 to 1737, the lifetime of Benjamin Brewster. 
       Brewster died on 12

th
 March 1737. Records for that year include the first of a 

run of 18 entries from Hereford Quarter Sessions, Michaelmas 1737 to 
Michaelmas 1805, which relate to Highways in this parish. The schedule of 
catalogue references which I am using also includes Bridges in the parish: 
 
       Michaelmas 1737       Bridge over R. Arrow out of order. 
       Easter 1738                  Highway unfit for public use.   
       Michaelmas 1739  Petitions - Dilwyn to Kington road in repair. 
       Michaelmas 1744        Bridge over R. Arrow out of repair. 
       Trinity 1746                  Great bridge over R. Arrow out of repair. 
       Michaelmas 1758        Bridge over R. Arrow has fallen down. 
       Trinity 1759                  Arrow Bridge out of repair. 
       Epiphany 1760             Road at end of Great Bridge in need of repair. 
       Trinity 1760                  River breaking up road. 
       Michaelmas 1760        Bridge over R. Arrow in danger of washing away. 
       Epiphany 1773             Bridge out of repair. 
       Easter 1774                  Bridge over R. Arrow in bad repair. 
       Trinity 1775                  Bridge over Arrow in need of repair.   

mailto:katie.cameron@plantlife.org.uuk
mailto:trevor.dines@plantlife.org.ukuk
http://www.plantlife.org.uk/roadvergecampaign
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      Michaelmas 1784        “Broadbridge” is in great need of repair. 
       Easter 1785                  Bridge Repair on inhabitants. 
       Easter 1787                  Broad Bridge out of repair. 
       Easter 1790                  Road survey in repair from Eardisland to Dilwyn. 
       Michaelmas 1805       Two bridges out of repair. 
 
       If read slowly this list of the catalogue detail raises several points of interest; 
one in particular stands out, the last one, 1805. 
       Various quite recent sources (eg. Eardisland WI Book), simply state that the 
bridge over the River Arrow near the Dovecote was built in 1800 by John Gethin 
of Kingsland. John Gethin himself, in a report he made to the Magistrates at 
Hereford Quarter Sessions, dated 22

nd
 April 1800 listed: 

 
       Eardisland Bridge. The materials is [sic] now preparing to rebuild it and would 
have been half done had the roads been passable by this time. [WFC 1931, p.87].  
 

       Which then were the two bridges out of repair at Michaelmas 1805? There is 
no mention of any bridge in the Parish Vestry records between the start of 1804 
and the end of 1806, but there is record of road repairs: 
       At a Leagal Vestry Meeting Held this 28

th
 Day of March 1805 it was agreed by 

the majority of this Meeting that the present surveyors James Fencott & Mr 
Hartland should have a Rate of six pence in the Pound for and towards the repairs 
of the Turnpike Roads and paying the expenses of a certain Inditement which is 
now upon the said Roads in the Parish of Eardisland. 
       It was signed by five prominent men of the parish:  Tho

s 
Turbervile, Charles 

Haywood, Josiah Evans, Richard Knill, Tho
s 
Fencott. [HRO AJ32/59, page 85]. 

       All of these family names occur quite frequently in my compilation of the 
records of the parish, all of them well before 1805. The first mention I have of the 
Fencott family is dated 1665, Haywood 1626, Evans 1594, Turbervile and Knill 
both in 1569. 
       The condition of the roads and bridges in the parish at those dates can only 
be imagined; nor should it be assumed that the road network and position of the 
bridges then was the same as it is today. 
       There is plenty of evidence of change, even in much more recent times than 
the mid-sixteenth century. For example, selecting from HRO Q/SR/135-6: 
 
       Trinity 1847       Highway diverted and turned. 
       Jan.1848            Green Lake Head (Lane) stopped up, but for husbandry and  
                                   occupation users only. 
       Jan. 1848           Highway from Leominster & Weobley turnpike road to Mary 
                                   Trumper’s cottage (stopped up). 
       Jan. 1848           Road from the Hemings to Lower Hardwick and Road from 
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                                   Green Hall Head to Merry Prill Turn (both stopped up). 
       After the 1805 entry mentioned earlier, there is only one more bridge 
reference in this source: 
       Trinity 1811       Bridge Survey 

       But there has been at least one more change to 
bridges over the River Arrow since then. The Tithe 
Map (1842-1844) shows a bridge over the river 
about 40 yards downstream of the modern (post 
1960) bridge, a little way up Broome Lane. That 
structure, probably Hay Bridge, is no longer there. 
            It is time now to ramble down the first 
available roadway back to 2015, and to submit 

these words to our Editor via computer. 
George Alderson 

EARDISLAND CRICKET  RECALLED 
 
Next time you are in Hay-on-Wye searching through the second hand bookshops 
for a bargain, keep an eye out for one by Tim Heald, entitled ‘Village Cricket’. In 
it, there is a fascinating chapter on the revival of cricket in Eardisland between 
1996-2005. Heald, it seems, decided to investigate the story of cricket clubs in 
various parts of the UK, which included that of Eardisland. He had heard of its 
existence through his friend Mathew Engel who had been editor of Wisden and 
who lives in the county. Visits to The White Swan seemed to give him clear 
insights into the emergence of the recent history of cricket here. The background 
is that the Burton Court Cricket Club was instigated by the Clowes family when 
they arrived in the village in 1863. By 1866 a team largely made up of workers on 
the estate and other family friends, was playing on a meadow in Burton lane 
(which duly became known as the Old Cricket Meadow, on which football and 
tennis were also subsequently played). The school teacher of the time, Mr Leigh, 
seemed initially to be in charge. By the 1870s, matches were being played mainly 
in August against teams from Hampton Court, Downton Castle, Malvern Wells, 
Lucton School and the Radnor Ramblers. 
     Cricket matches continued throughout the 1920s and 30s but seemed to come 
to an end with the outbreak of war when the ground was ploughed. In the 1950s 
and 60s attempts were made again to establish an Eardisland Cricket Club on 
various grounds but with limited success. Following the investigations of the Oral 
History Group in the mid 1990s to uncover the story it was decided to celebrate 
130 years of cricket in the village, 1866-1996, with a one-off match. (In this game 
the opening ball was bowled by Bill Blatchford to Harry Davies, both of whom 
had played in the 1930s). So successful was this event that it was played for the 
following two years, after which a decision was made to form a new club. At this 
point Tim Heald picks up the story.  
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     Since 1996 appeared to be the 130th anniversary of the original foundation of 
the club the modern Eardislanders decided to play a great anniversary match. 
There were more than enough volunteers to make up two teams, so the animals 
were cleared off, a strip was cut, and a marquee hired, along with a fire-eater 
and a bouncy castle. It was so much fun that a similar match was played the 
following year and the year after, when they had so many cricketers that they 
played sixteen-a-side. 
     In the White Swan some time in 1999 it was agreed that if the village could 
muster thirty-two players then it really would be worth getting up a regular 
team. Feelers were put out, soundings were taken, Darren Jones, the Swan’s 
landlord was elected captain; Leslie Evans the then owner of the Old Cricket 
Meadow said he was happy for an annual match to be played there but couldn’t 
turn his pasture over to regular cricket. (For one season matches were played at 
Nun House on a small but attractive ground. Unfortunately, too many sixes were 
hit into the caravan owners barbecues and the club had to relocate.) Luckily, 
Edward Thomas, another farmer who had already played in the anniversary 
games offered a nearby field of his own. In September 2001 this was cleared, 
flattened and sown with grass-seed. On an inspection towards the start of the 
next cricket season, on a showery Saturday morning, the ground was more green 
than brown, promising  good turf for Eardisland’s first full season for about forty 
years. 
     The new Eardisland ground was opened on Sunday, 2

nd
  June 2002, 

patriotically coinciding with the euphoria of the Queen’s Golden Jubilee 
celebrations. In the morning there was a Kwik-Cricket competition involving sixty 
local schoolchildren, all of whom received a certificate from Bill Wiggin, MP. Mr 
Wiggin, for his part, got a bottle of claret from Ian Watson, the club secretary, 
and was mistaken, by Martyn Connop, the chairman, for the conjuror and 
children’s entertainer. As the conjuror arrived in a smart vintage limousine flying 
the cross of St George, this was perhaps understandable. The chairman 
suspected something was wrong when he noticed the newcomer was wearing a 
gaudy waistcoat, a yellow shirt and green trousers with Union Jack stickers on his 
spectacles, but only fully realized his mistake when his guest removed an egg 
from his ear and said he had come to amuse the children. 
     The celebratory match (to inaugurate the new ground) was between the Oral 
History team, drawn from the  local history group which had instigated the 
anniversary matches, and an invitation squad under the non-playing captaincy of 
Howard Davies. These were the teams that had first met in 1996 to mark 130 
years of cricket in Eardisland. The first three years’ games were played in superb 
weather but there followed three years of rain, thunder and lightning. Happily 
the weather on this glorious second of June was fine, though the wind was high 
and the erection of the gazebos (aka tea tents) was fraught and hazardous. 
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     Howard Davies won the toss and put the Historians in to bat. The number 
participating in the game was always difficult to predict, but on this occasion 
worked out at fifteen aside. Local Eardisland rules dictated that all who wished to 
participate should be allowed to do so. The game was to be twenty four overs a 
side and the Eardisland Bat, which for most of the year hangs in the Swan pub, 
was to be presented to the Man of the Match. 
     The Historians opened soundly and accelerated when Chris Watson and Hugh 
Lowe (a once-a-year player who drove with great power and fluency before being 
bowled for 10 by a seamer from Andrew Davies) came in at seven and eight. In 
true English tradition the middle order collapsed with four batsmen going in four 
overs for five runs. There was then a brief flurry from a Great Britain 
international Aussie Rules footballer, Henry Simpson, and a classy debut from a 
Zimbabwean, named Alan Munn, then newly arrived in the village. The last three 
batsmen added much needed respectability to the score with Edward Simpson, 
just back from trekking in the Himalayas, eschewing the Wellington boots and 
shooting jacket in which he had played in the previous year’s stormy fixture. 
When he was last out just before tea the Historians had made 77 off their full 
twenty-four overs. Young Alister Munn, got a wicket with his first ball thanks  to 
some much-needed athleticism in the field with a dramatic catch at deep mid-
wicket by his team-mate Edward Simpson, the Himalayan trekker, which was in 
the best tradition of ‘England, their England’.  Edward had been quenching his 
thirst and examining the quality of the grass in the outfield, when the ball 
approached in a high trajectory against a strong sun. Aware that all eyes were on 
him and the batsmen had already crossed for two speedily taken runs, Edward 
moved back towards the boundary edge and then shuffled to his left. As he 
stumbled the ball reached his left shoulder, causing him to readjust, but he was 
unable to retain his equilibrium. There was a possibility that the ball could have 
struck him a severe blow on the head, but dancing lightly to his left as if in a 
tango-mode he plunged forward and took the catch, although not cleanly. The 
ball flew into the air and over his right shoulder. But turning his imaginary 
partner 90 degrees he fell back and held the ball as it plummeted towards the 
earth. He stood, covered in grass with the ball raised in his hand. A sensational 
catch (later matched only by that of Callum Anderson aged 12 who in another 
season held  a match winning swirling slip catch to record Eardisland’s only win of 
the season). 
     Heald concludes by saying, “It is such moments, which for me, define village 
cricket. In the end, however, the catch proved of no avail for the Davies team 
eventually ran out winners by one wicket with two balls to spare. If you can’t 
manage a tie then that is just about the next best thing. Andrew Davies won the 
Eardisland Bat. Not long afterwards Sam Gittoes, who opened for the Historians 
and was run out for 2 before taking two wickets with his accomplished leg 
breaks, was selected for Herefordshire Under Tens against Shropshire.” 
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     The chapter brings back many happy and amusing memories of the 10 years of 
cricket in Eardisland before once more it came to a sad end, when it became 
impossible to raise a regular team, despite having a wonderful ground, two sight 
screens, a comfortable pavilion which served the best teas in any cricket club we 
encountered, many dedicated older cricketers who kept the ground in 
immaculate condition but too few of a younger generation able to take it on. 
However, perhaps one day there will be another revival. Meanwhile, keep an eye 
out for Tim Heald’s book. It is a good read. 
 

Paul Selfe 
EARDISLAND WEATHER FOCUS 
 

 
The weather for Eardisland in May brought some signs of 
spring with daytime temperatures rising to 22 degrees but 
with a chilly wind, strong at times. Rainfall totalled 78 mm 
(3 inches), barometer readings gave highs of 29.78 with 
lows of 29.00, the river ranged from 11 inches down to 7 
inches.  
 The weather in June saw a vast  improvement 
with temperatures rising to highs of 32 degrees but a 

distinct lack of rain, only 15 mm (.60 inch) recorded brought the river down to 5 
inches. Barometer readings gave highs of 30.00 with lows of 29.1. 
 Rainfall comparisons with 2014 were May 100 mm (4 inches) , June 
59mm (2 inches) 
 Nature wise saw the flycatchers return in early May with two pairs 
nesting, also a Red Legged partridge turned up with chicks . 
 

Doug Tantrum reporting from Black Barns 

WEOBLEY THEATRE GOERS 
 
There is still time to book for our trip on Thurs 3 Dec, when we shall be going to 
the Cardiff Millennium Theatre to see Michael Ball in Mack and Mabel. We shall 
leave Weobley at 11.15am for the 2.30 performance. Price is £58 to include the 
coach, payable within 2 weeks of reserving your seat, and latest payment by 26 
August. Cheques made out to Kate Best please. 
 As Anything Goes had to be cancelled, I have now reserved seats to see 
Talking Heads, performed by Stephanie Cole at Malvern on Wednesday 26 
August, leaving Bell Square, Weobley at 12.30pm for the 2.30pm performance. 
Alan Bennett seated his reputation as a master of observation and brilliant comic 
phrasing with this series of ground-breaking monologues, originally filmed for 
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television. This is a rare opportunity to see three of the original Talking Heads, at 
once darkly comic, poignant and uplifting and widely regarded as modern 
classics. The three plays are A Cream Cracker under the Settee, A Chip in the 
Sugar and A Lady of Letters. The cost of the trip will be £30, to be paid before 25 
July (but within 2 weeks of reserving) and all seats are in the circle, rows C, D and 
E. 
 For further information contact Kate Best on 01544 318513 or 
bobkatebest@tiscali.co.uk 
 
HEREFORDSHIRE CARELINE - HELP AT THE PUSH OF A BUTTON 
 
Herefordshire Careline can give you or your loved ones the reassurance and 

peace of mind that if you require help, it is not far away! 

Careline is a 24-hour personal emergency response service, based in Hereford, 

which is connected to your home through an alarm unit linked to your telephone 

line. In times of need, help is just the push of a button away!  

 

Our alarms are connected to our friendly operators who are on hand to answer 

your calls instantly and get you the help you need. The service helps people to 

continue to live independently in their own homes. We have lots of products to 

choose from including pendants, watches and sensors. 

The Careline service can cost you as little as 58p per day. In addition, we can also 

offer you our Mobile Responder Service, a personal onsite visit when you activate 

your Careline alarm - for an additional 36p per day. 

 

For more information please speak to our Careline team on 01432 384100. 

 

Herefordshire Careline is run by the Independence Trust, part of the 

Herefordshire Housing Group. 

  

mailto:bobkatebest@tiscali.co.uk
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Edwin and Kate Thompson looking “far out" 
and "groovy" at the 60s/70s Disco! 
 
Village Hall fund-raiser, Saturday 11

th
 July 

2015. 
 
Photo: Patricia Gill, with thanks 
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