
1 
 

 

THE EARDISLAND PARISH MAGAZINE 
 

MARCH 2015 
 

ISSUE 148 
 

 
 

The Village Show is back! 
 

Saturday 5
th

 September 2015 

 

Open to the public from 2.00 - 4.30 pm 

 

Schedules and entry forms available from 

the Community Shop from July 

 

Cash prizes! Trophies for ‘best in 

section’! Raffle! Refreshments! 

 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR THIS 

TRADITIONAL, FUN VILLAGE 

OCCASION 
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EDITORIAL 
 
Graham Madeley has stepped down as the Distribution Manager for this magazine 
due to pressure of work. Barry Freeman has volunteered to take over and my thanks 
go to both for work done by Graham, and about to do by Barry. 
 After the last edition Anita Watkins contacted me with an important 
correction referring to a rather silly piece I pulled off the internet as a ‘filler’ - she 
wrote “Please excuse me correcting you but its a troop of baboons, a parliament of 
owls.” Quite right, I should have picked that up. If you see other mistakes, please let 
me know, it’s always my intention to get things right. 
 When we arrived in the village in 1997 we registered with the Mortimer 
Medical Practice based in Kingsland with satellite surgeries in Orleton and 
Leintwardine: we have been extremely satisfied with the service provided. The 
practice has no doubt gained more patients with the closure of the Pembridge 
surgery. The Mortimer Practice has a patient participation group (PPG) made up of 
volunteers who meet to discuss areas of interest and items to be considered following 
the annual questionnaire. It came as a surprise to me that we were not receiving the 
circulars and we don’t have a representative. I have arranged that we now get the 
regular items for magazines (see page 7), but we should have a representative. I 
understand that the time commitment is minimal. If you are interested in this role, 
please contact me as soon as possible  01544 388375. I do believe that it is an 
important thing to do on behalf of the community. 
 Finally, I have just heard of the sad death of Jim Collins. An obituary will 
appear in the next edition. Our condolences go to family and friends. 

Chris Bivand 
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EARDISLAND VILLAGE DIARY 2015 
 

Saturday 21
st

 March W.I. Spring Coffee Morning, VH, 10.00am onwards 

Sunday 22
nd

 March Herefordshire Borders ‘O’ Gauge Group, see page 8 

Wednesday 25
th

 March Passion Play, Church, 7.30pm 

Thursday 26
th

 March Eardisland In Bloom, AGM, 2.30pm, Tea Rooms 

Thursday 26
th

 March Share a Care, VH, 2.30pm 

Saturday 28
th

 March Litter pick, see page 18 

Saturday 28
th

 March Final report, Flood Alleviation, VH, 10.30am 

Sunday 29
th

 March Last day to return application forms for church roll 

Saturday 4
th

 April Children’s Allotment, see page 19 

Saturday 11
th

 April Eardisland Bowling Club Open Day, 2.00pm, see page 18 

Wednesday 15
th

 April Village Hall Management Committee Meeting (VHMC), 
VH, 7.30pm 

Wednesday 22
nd

 April Parochial Church Council AGM, Church 7.00pm 

Wednesday 22
nd

 April Bingo, VH, 7.30pm 

Thursday 23
rd

 April Parish Council, VH, 7.30pm 

Thursday 30
th

 April Share a Care, VH, 2.30pm 

Monday 4
th

 May Dilwyn Show, see page 22 

Thursday 7
th

 May Election Day 

Friday 8
th

 May Copy date for Eardisland Parish Magazine 

Wednesday 20
th

 May VHMC, 7.30pm, VH 

Thursday 21
st

 May Annual Parish Meeting at 7.00pm followed by Annual 
Meeting of PC, VH 

Saturday 30
th

 May Plant Swop, VH, 10.00am 

W/E 13
th

 & 14
th

 June Open Gardens, see page 16 

Wednesday 17
th

 June Hospice Friends Big Tea Party, Kingsland, 2.00pm 

Wednesday 17
th

 June VHMC, 7.30pm, VH 

Thursday 25
th

 June Parish Council, VH, 7.30pm 

Friday 10
th

 July Copy date for Eardisland Parish Magazine 

Wednesday 15
th

 July VHMC, 7.30pm, VH 

Thursday 23
rd

 July Parish Council, VH, 7.30pm 

Wednesday 19
th

 August VHMC, 7.30pm, VH 

Saturday 5
th

 September Eardisland Village Show 

Friday 11
th

 September Copy date for Eardisland Parish Magazine 

Wednesday 16
th

 September VHMC, 7.30pm, VH 

Thursday 17
th

 September Parish Council, VH, 7.30pm 

Wednesday 21
st

 October VHMC, 7.30pm, VH 

Thursday 22
nd

 October Parish Council, VH, 7.30pm 

Friday 6
th

 November Copy date for Eardisland Parish Magazine 

Wednesday 18
th

 November VHMC, 7.30pm, VH 

Wednesday 16
th

 December VHMC, 7.30pm, VH 
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EARDISLAND PARISH COUNCIL 
 
The Parish Council 
decided at the 
meeting in 
February that it 
would apply for 
the extended 
Lengthsman 

Scheme. This means that the parish 
will arrange for the Lengthsman to fill 
small potholes once they are identified 
and marked up by the Locality 
Steward. Such potholes would 
normally be left until they get 
bigger/deeper before Balfour Beatty 
would fill them. It is hoped that, by 
using the extended Lengthsman role to 
be more proactive, over time the state 
of the roads generally will improve. 
The Lengthsman will also undertake 
verge cutting round the parish 3 times 
a year to improve both road visibility 
and the general appearance of the 
parish. Routine Lengthsman work will 
continue and the new Annual 
Maintenance Plan encourages and 
supports the management of regular 
maintenance of ditches, gullies etc to 
improve roadside drainage. 
 You can report potholes to the 
Parish Clerk by phone on 07789 
322771 or by email 
eardislandclerk@gmail.com and the 
Clerk will liaise with the Locality 

Steward to schedule work. Or report a 
pothole to Herefordshire Council on 
their website 
https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/tra
nsport-and-
highways/maintenance/potholes/cg-
report-a-pothole/ or ring 01432 
261800 during working hours. 
 New grit bin – the PC has 
asked if a new grit bin can be sited 
near the S-bend in the village. The 
Locality Steward has suggested putting 
a bin opposite the wall that was 
damaged recently when a car skidded 
on black ice. Please contact the Parish 
Clerk as soon as possible if you have 
any comments on the siting of the bin. 
 The PC is continuing work and 
discussions to implement the new 
white lines on the sides of the road and 
the gates at the village entrances. 
Work on the Mill Race is being 
investigated with funding from the 
Lengthsman scheme and PC reserves. 
However the planned work has to be 
agreed with the Environment Agency 
first.  
 The Open Meeting for the 
final report from Parsons Brinckerhoff 
on the Flood Alleviation Study will be 
on Saturday 28 March 10.30-12.30 in 
the Village Hall. 

Alison Sutton 
Eardisland Parish Clerk 

7 John Davies Place, Westcroft, Leominster, HR6 8JD 
 07789 322771 

eardislandclerk@gmail.com 
 

mailto:eardislandclerk@gmail.com
https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/transport-and-highways/maintenance/potholes/cg-report-a-pothole/
https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/transport-and-highways/maintenance/potholes/cg-report-a-pothole/
https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/transport-and-highways/maintenance/potholes/cg-report-a-pothole/
https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/transport-and-highways/maintenance/potholes/cg-report-a-pothole/
mailto:eardislandclerk@gmail.com
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YOUR VOTE MATTERS MAKE SURE YOU’RE IN 

The way you register to vote has 
changed. Up until now, the head of a 
household has been responsible for 
registering everyone who lives at an 
address. However, since June 2014 
people in England and Wales have 
needed to register as individuals. 
 In August 2014 we were able 
to move 86% of those registered voters 
in Herefordshire onto the new register 
automatically after checking their 
details with the Department for Work 
and Pensions. But for various reasons 
the remaining 14% of electors on the 
register did not match and all now 
have to re-register to vote ahead of the 
General Election on May 7

th
 2015.  

 If you are one of those whose 

details did not match the information 
help by the Department for Work and 
Pensions then you would have 
received a letter from the Elections 
Office at Herefordshire Council asking 
you to register individually. If you have 
received a letter asking you to register 
individually this means that you will 
need to re-register in order to be able 
to vote by post in the May election.  
 If you have recently moved, 
you must register to vote at your new 
address. You are not registered at a 
new property automatically, even if 
you pay council tax. The simplest way 
to register is online at: 
www.gov.uk/register-to-vote or to call 
01432 260107. 

 
 
KINGSLAND AND EARDISLAND HOSPICE FRIENDS 
 
Our total raised during 2014 was 
£4,232.21 and we have started 2015 
with our soup and pancake lunch at 
the Luctonians, which raised £752.24.  
This is less than last year, but 
attendance was probably affected by 
the fact that Shrove Tuesday fell in the 
half term break. However, it was a 
good start to this year's fundraising.  
Many thanks to all who supported the 
event. 

 We will be holding a "Big Tea 
Party" at the home of Marion Griffiths, 
Tomerisk, North Road, Kingsland on 
Wednesday 17

th
 June from 2pm to 

5pm, so please make a note of the 
date.  Other events will appear in 
future magazines and on posters 
around the village. 
 As always, many thanks to all 
who support us. 

 
Dorothy Brown  388389, Beryl Hoda 388131, 

Annie Mitchell  388605 (all 01544 code) 
  

http://www.gov.uk/register-to-vote
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EARDISLAND VILLAGE BAND ANNUAL CONCERT SATURDAY 28
TH

 FEBRUARY: 
AN APPRECIATION FROM BARRY FREEMAN 
 
Our Village Band began giving us their 
series of annual concerts in 2007. In 
the process we have enjoyed hearing 
the band steadily developing its 
repertoire of traditional and more 
recently composed folk music and have 
been treated to a number of original 
pieces composed by Andy Davies, the 
band’s leader.  
 Numerous young musicians 
have taken the stage, many through 
the successive Tunewrights group 
organised, trained and inspired by 
Andy. By giving young people an 
opportunity to develop their musical 
talents and perform in front of an 
appreciative audience, Andy has 
provided them with lifelong memories 
and provided us with many happy 
evenings in the process. 
 For the first time since the 
concert series began, I was unable to 
attend and have therefore relied on 
conversations with a number of 
people. Their unanimous opinion was 
that the band was as spirited and 
entertaining as always and the guest 
performances quite exceptional. 
 Four short sets were played 
by the Band: Bob Aldred, Ruth Brinton-
Bivand, Andy Davies, Pete Dedman (a 
long-standing band member who has 
recently moved out of the village and 

came back to join in for the evening), 
John Holding, Caroline Marsden, James 
Miller and Sara Watts, local flautist. 
Two outstanding song sets were given 
by guest performers Jo Moore and 
Briony Davies. Jo is the 2013 winner of 
the Bromyard Folk Festival Young 
Singer competition and an enthusiastic 
fiddle player with Tunewrights. He 
sings both unaccompanied and with 
guitar. Jo is in the sixth form at 
Hereford Cathedral School. Briony is 
ex-Tunewrights and sings widely at 
open-mic events (with or without her 
singing sister) and at social and charity 
events at Portsmouth University from 
where she recently graduated. 
 After expenses, ticket sales 
produced £179.00 for band funds. The 
majority of this remains in the 
community because it pays for the 
monthly hire of the Village Hall for 
band practices. The remainder helps 
towards the purchase of music to 
expand the band’s repertoire. The 
raffle produced £108.10 which has 
been donated to Age UK, Leominster. 
 Everyone is thanked for their 
attendance and support - and for the 
fantastic raffle prizes. And... the Band 
hopes to see us all again next time the 
players take the stage! 
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HEREFORDSHIRE BORDERS "O" GAUGE GROUP 
 
On Sunday 22

nd
 March  from 10am - 4.30pm in the Village Hall at Eardisland we 

are holding a model electric train running session using the East Midlands test track.  
 All are welcome to attend and admission will be £2 and accompanied children 
free. Refreshments will be available all day including bacon rolls! 
 If you bring your own  "O" gauge finescale rolling stock please note that you 
will need your own insurance cover. 
 

Contact Doug Tantrum  01544 387972, dougtantrum@hotmail.com  
 
DID YOU ATTEND YARKHILL SCHOOL? 
 
If you attended Yarkhill School at any time before its closure in 1970, we'd love to hear 
from you. The parishioners of Yarkhill are hoping to hold a reunion for all those that 
attended Yarkhill School during the time it was open. If you attended or know someone 
that did and would like to be involved please get in contact with Wendy Nash on 
01531670508 or email at alun.wendy@hotmail.co.uk. 
 
MORTIMER MEDICAL PRACTICE 
MORE NEWS FROM YOUR PATIENTS PARTICIPATION GROUP (PPG) 
 
The practice would like to apologise for the shortage of nursing appointments lately.  
Hopefully the situation will improve next month. 
 
February 2015 Annual Patients Survey - After last year’s disappointing response, your 
PPG decided to hand deliver as many as possible - 1,800 to be exact!  Thank you to all 
those volunteers who helped us and the 241 of you that completed and returned them,  
and the 39 online.   
 The practice welcomes the opportunity for patients to voice their opinions as it 
enables them to improve the service offered. Lots of interesting questions and ideas 
have been raised and will be discussed at the next PPG meeting.  We hope to be able to 
tell you more in the May article.   
 A full list of the PPG reps can be found on the practice website. If you would 
like to represent your own area and would like more information contact either: 
    

Brenda Bashford (Yarpole)  01568 780413 or 
 

Sue Plant (Richards Castle) 01584 831224 
ryecroftbarn@btinternet.com  

 

mailto:dougtantrum@hotmail.com
mailto:alun.wendy@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:ryecroftbarn@btinternet.com
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EARDISLAND VILLAGE HALL: UPDATE MARCH 2015 
 
This progress report outlines the work of the Village Hall Management Committee and 
the H-Team over the last couple of months.  
Bookings 
Steph Griffiths is the Bookings Co-ordinator for the Village Hall – please contact her on 
01544 387621 or 07968 810137 or on the new e-mail address 
villagehall@eardisland.org.uk. On the Village Hall section of the community website 
you are also now able to check the availability of the Hall on a new web diary managed 
directly by Steph. (Community events will be referred onto Ben Woodcock for insertion 
into the overall website calendar.) Many thanks are owed to Ben for the new email 
address and web diary. 
Finance 
The Village Hall has to be run on a viable and sustainable basis. On our current 
predictions expenditure would outstrip income on an annual basis. We therefore need 
to increase revenue  while controlling costs where we can. More detail of measures 
planned and taken is explained further in this update. 
End-of-Year Accounts  
On the previous page, you will find the end-of-year accounts for the Hall for the period 
1

st
 February 2014 to 31

st
 January 2015. You will note that this year there is a deficit of 

£1503.00 – which is largely accounted for by the one-off deep clean (details below) and 
by an exceptionally large electricity bill (which is currently under investigation). There 
is, though, also a need to increase the usage of the hall in order to generate additional 
income. This is a major aim of the Management Committee and we are therefore 
delighted that since January two new regular hirers have booked the Hall, along with 
several new one-off private hires.  
Review of Hire Fees 
The Management Committee has conducted considerable research into the structure 
of hiring costs and the rates charged at a number of local halls. With these as a 
background, we have completed a detailed review of our own hire fees. We recognise 
that at the moment our Hall does not have the full range of facilities of some other 
venues and we have taken this into account in the review process. The outcome of our 
review has resulted in the following fee structure to be applied to the hire of the Hall 
from 1

st
 April 2015: 

Main Hall (to include use of the kitchen - on a shared basis if the Committee Room is 
booked by another hirer) 
1 hour - £10.00, 2 hours - £20.00, 3 hours - £25.00, up to 4 hours - £30.00, 
over 4 up to 8 hours - (any two periods from morning/afternoon or afternoon/evening) 
- £40.00 
whole day - £50.00 
Committee Room (to include use of the kitchen - on a shared basis if the Main Hall is 
booked by another hirer) 

mailto:villagehall@eardisland.org.uk
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1 hour - £5.00, 2 hours - £10.00, 3 hours - £12.00, up to 4 hours - £15.00 
over 4 up to 8 hours - (any two periods from morning/afternoon or afternoon/evening) 
- £22.00 and whole day - £30.00. 
Entire Hall 
(sole use of all facilities, including the kitchen) 
1 hour - £12.00, 2 hours - £24.00, 3 hours - £30.00, up to 4 hours - £35.00 
over 4 up to 8 hours - (any two sessions from morning/afternoon or afternoon/ 
evening) - £45.00 
whole day - £55.00 
 
Medium-Term and Longer-Term Planning 
As noted in the last report, in the medium and longer term we wish to consult with 
professionals and to seek grants to develop a viable and achievable plan to refurbish, 
update and improve the existing facilities. With this in mind, we aim to keep as much as 
possible of the accumulated £11,969.00 raised through the hard work of the previous 
committee as a source of match-funding for future grant applications. 
Social and Fund-Raising Events 
To complement the monies raised through hiring fees, and to enable the bulk of the 
accumulated fund to be retained as a source of match-funding for future grant 
applications, we consequently need to raise additional funds. These would enable the 
purchase, for example, of new equipment or furniture. It is hoped that this fund-raising 
would be enjoyable and would also help build new friendships and strengthen a sense 
of community spirit.  
Bingo – Following the success of the November Bingo, it is planned to hold another 
bingo evening on Wednesday 22

nd
 April at 7.30pm in the Hall. Please support this by 

coming along on the night and/or by donating a prize. 
“100 Club” – Some support has been expressed within the Parish for a monthly draw in 
aid of our Village Hall along the lines of a “100 Club”. What do you think? Please let me 
or any of the Management Committee members know if you would be interested in 
supporting the Hall in this way. (Names of all twelve committee members are in the last 
magazine and are on the community website.) 
Open Gardens – As per the advert for the Church’s Open Gardens event on 13

th
 and 

14
th

 June (please see p. 16), the PCC has invited the Village Hall Management 
Committee, H-Team and friends to provide the refreshments on the Saturday. Monies 
raised from the refreshments provided on this day would go to Village Hall funds. If you 
would be interested in helping to serve refreshments in the Hall on Saturday 13

th
 June 

and/or to bake or cook in advance, please contact one of the members of the Village 
Hall Management Committee. 
Cleaning and Maintenance 
Deep Clean - During the first week of January, the first three days of the professional 
deep clean took place, involving a total of five people (not all always working at the 
same time). Throughout the Hall: all windows were cleaned both inside and out; all 
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blinds were removed and cleaned; all light fittings were cleaned. In the Main Hall: all 
wall and painted surfaces were dusted and washed; the floor was hoovered overall and 
in between each individual block, before being washed by hand by three of the team; 
two scaffolding towers were used to allow the dusting and polishing of the ceiling and 
beams. In the Committee Room: all wall, floor and ceiling surfaces were dusted and 
washed; pictures and ornaments were dusted; the carpet was steam-cleaned. In the 
Kitchen: all cupboards were emptied and cleaned inside and out; all wall, floor and high 
surfaces were dusted and washed; the fridge, freezer, both microwaves and stove were 
deep-cleaned. In both Entrance Halls and Corridors; mats were removed and cleaned; 
all wall, floor and ceiling surfaces were dusted and washed; all storage cupboards 
emptied and cleaned. In the Toilets: the floors and toilets were left to soak in bleach 
overnight before being scrubbed and cleaned; all ceilings, walls and attachments were 
washed and disinfected.  
 
Carpet and Upholstered Seat Pads – These items did not clean up sufficiently well after 
a steam clean, and so were “carpet cleaned” in February as a separate job. 
Revised Weekly Cleaning Schedule – Since the deep clean, the same company has been 
employed to complete the weekly cleaning. Currently, this is taking place on three days 
a week in the early mornings (before 09.00am). This is on a trial basis to the end of 
March when the arrangements will be reviewed. 
Wheeled General Waste Black Bin – This was delivered by Herefordshire Council in mid-
February and is being emptied on the usual fortnightly basis. (There is a charge for this 
as the Hall is not a private household.) 
Paper Hand Towel Dispensers – These have been installed in all toilet areas and in the 
kitchen. 
Portable Electrical Appliances – These have been tested by a professional electrician 
and plugs changed where necessary. 
Inventory Listing and DIY Jobs – It is hoped to complete the sort and tidy of all 
cupboards in the Hall, to compile an inventory and to undertake some DIY jobs from 
10.00am on either Saturday April 11

th
 or Saturday April 18

th
. Please contact any of the 

committee members listed in the previous magazine and on the website if you would 
be interested in helping. 
Your Views 
I would like to reiterate that our Village Hall is a vital community building which is here 
for us all. Please come along to a meeting (dates are listed in the Village Diary on p.3) 
and give your views or, if you prefer, please contact any committee member. We really 
do want to hear from you and look forward to your feedback. Finally, please consider 
using our Village Hall if you are thinking of organising a function yourself. Thank you. 
 

Ruth Brinton-Bivand 
Chair, Eardisland Village Hall Management Committee 
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W.I. 
 
Eardisland W.I. in February, were visited by Sarah Parkinson from "Bunnies, Bugs and 
Beasties." Her talk was a very amusing reference her life story and then we were able 
to get close up to hissing crickets, giant African millipedes, a Chile Rose tarantula, 
Cornelius the corn snake and finally two guinea pigs who won everyone's hearts. It was 
a brilliant evening and the best speaker for a long, long time. After wiping our hands 
with medicated wipes provided by the speaker, we enjoyed refreshments. 
 The W.I. is holding its Spring Coffee Morning on Saturday 21

st
 March from 

10am midday in the Village Hall. You will be able to enjoy refreshments and buy items 
from our stalls which are selling books, bric-a-brac, produce, cakes. There will be a 
raffle, tombola and a guess the value of the grocery hamper once again. If you have 
anything you wish to donate to these stalls please pass them to a member. This year we 
hope to give a donation to Hereford Parkinson's. 

 Any queries? Phone Mavis 01544 387972 (W.I. Secretary) 
 
EARDISLAND COMMUNITY SHOP - HAPPY 5

th
 ANNIVERSARY! 

 
To some of our Customers and  Volunteers it may seem that the Shop has always been 
there.  For the Committee who have been involved since the idea first arose there can 
be a feeling of  ‘what did I do with my time before?’ 
 31st March 2015 marks the 5th anniversary of the Shop opening for business, 
although the ‘official’ opening took place on 1st May 2010 when we had finally 
completed all of the conversion work in the Dovecote. 
 Although there was no guarantee of success, and there were doubters, each 
year since we have achieved the objectives we set for ourselves in providing a service 
to the community. 
 We have had tremendous help and support from the community particularly 
with volunteers, without whom the venture would not be a success. 
 Some of our volunteers have moved on to pastures new, some sadly are no 
longer with us notably Derek Wareham, Chris Wolland and Peter Glenn who gave great 
support from the start. 
 We have welcomed new volunteers who have moved into our and 
neighbouring parishes. We know that those new entrants to our parish have found it a 
great way to meet fellow parishioners. 
 We have taken on the running costs of the Dovecote and have managed to 
provide grants to other worthwhile groups in our community, such as Eardisland in 
Bloom, the Children’s Allotment and the Eardisland Village Band. 
 Have we created the viable and sustainable venture we planned for? Well we 
think we are on our way. 

Albert Sheffield 
for Eardisland Community Shop Committee 
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‘Share A Care’ 

The Local Link 
Connecting the people of Eardisland 

 

Join us for a free cuppa  

and a chat  

Thursday  

26
th
 March & 30

th
 April 

from  

2.30pm  
in 

Eardisland Village Hall 

This is a not a club or organisation – 

there are no formal meetings.  

Everyone is invited! 

 
Together we can make a difference! 

https://www.google.co.uk/search?rlz=1T4ADRA_enGB417GB419&tbm=isch&q=chain+link+clip+art&revid=399078923&biw=1280&bih=835&dpr=1
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SERVICES AT CHURCH OF ST MARY THE VIRGIN, EARDISLAND 
 
Priest-in-Charge:  Rev. Julie Read 
    07968916783, rev.julie@btinternet.com 
 
Churchwardens   Beryl Hoda, Arrow Lawn, Eardisland  
      01544 388131 
                                                 Dian Cope, Downome, Eardisland 
                                                  01544 388317 
   
Deputy Churchwarden:                      Richard Kirby 01544 388810  
Deputy Churchwarden and Treasurer:       Peter Brown 01544 388389 
Deputy Churchwarden and Organist:         Annette Blyth 01544 388241 
 

Please see the Prime Rota in the church porch for further details. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:rev.julie@btinternet.com
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FROM THE REV JULIE READ 

 
We are 
rolling 
through Lent 
at a fast 
pace, and 
many of you 
will have 
been with us 
in Church on 
the first 
Sunday in 

Lent as the new Bishop Richard visited 
and we enjoyed his time with us. He 
has been a bishop for 16 years up in 
Hull and when he was installed in the 
cathedral back in November he came 
along with the Archbishop of York John 
Sentamu who was his local boss. He 
brings a wealth of experience and we 
are looking forward to his leading of 
the diocese over the next few years. 
After his service in Eardisland he went 
to the Kingsland service and was 
“tackled” by the children of the Sunday 
School with questions that all amused 
us – they were not easy questions “Do 
humans and animals have the same 
intelligence?” Thankfully the bishop 
had us all laughing with his answer. 
 In the run up to Easter we 
once again have a visit of the 
professional Christian theatre company 
“Riding Lights”. This time they are 
bringing us a passion play called 
“Inheritance” and will coming to 
Eardisland on the evening of 

Wednesday March 25
th

. We are 
promised that this will be a moving 
evening and is aimed primarily at those 
who are on the edge or the outside of 
faith and want to know more. If you 
think this might be you, then speak to 
Beryl Hoda at Arrow Lawn for a ticket 
(they are free and going quickly so 
catch her quickly). 
 Many people skirt around the 
cross and the death it reminds us of 
and go straight to Easter Sunday and 
the celebration of resurrection, Easter 
Eggs and a bank holiday weekend. 
Good Friday is a deep and special day 
and you may like to join us at 10.30am 
when we walk with the cross from 
Leinthall Earles Church on the Gatley 
Park Estate up an incline (not quite a 
hill) stopping on the way to hear part 
of the account of the day and to sing 
the Old Rugged Cross and to leave the 
cross when we arrive looking out 
across the rolling Herefordshire 
countryside. It is suitable for children 
and elders alike and is a special event 
that “makes” this special day. I hope to 
see some of you there. This is one of 
those events that happens once for all 
the parishes in the benefice so you 
have to travel a little way – but it will 
be worth it! We end with hot cross 
buns and drinks back in the church. 
May the Cross of Christ light your path 
through life. 

Amen 
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EARDISLAND P.C.C. 
 
The P.C.C's AGM  Meeting will take place on Wednesday 22

nd
 April 2015 in the Church 

starting at 7pm. 
 It is important that as many people as possible attend. 
 

 
EARDISLAND OPEN GARDENS 

 
2015 

 
This year Eardisland Open Gardens Weekend is on  

Saturday 13th June & Sunday 14th June from 11am till 5pm each day. 
 

It is hoped to include as many gardens as possible in order to attract visitors. 
In particular it would be good to have new entrants & even gardens currently 

being altered, as these are always of interest to gardeners. 
 

PLEASE -  
Ring Lotty James on 01544 388207 

to have your garden included in this year’s showpieces. 
Your volunteering will be much appreciated as funds are for the upkeep of the 
Church and the Catering Monies will be split between it and the Village Hall. 

 

 
 
 

 
RIDING LIGHTS THEATRE COMPANY 

 
We have very few tickets for the exciting production ‘INHERITANCE’ 

which is coming to 
ST. MARY’S CHURCH 

on 
WEDNESDAY 25

th
 MARCH at 7.30 pm 

courtesy of 
THE RIDING LIGHTS THEATRE COMPANY. 

Entrance is FREE but we do need to know if you want a ticket. 
Please ring: BERYL HODA on 01544 388131 

DO COME AND EXPERIENCE THIS WONDERFUL COMPANY. 
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EARDISLAND CHURCH FLOWER GUILD 
 
SPONSOR A LILY 
 
Eardisland Church Flower Guild invite you to help sponsor the lilies at St Mary’s Church 
this Easter  to remember a loved one or to give thanks for a special event or occasion. A 
donation of £5 is suggested but lesser or greater sums would be equally welcome and 
with your usual generous support we hope to have a wonderful display for Easter Day. 
A list of all the people and events being remembered will be posted in the church.  
After purchasing the lilies any money remaining will be used by the Flower Guild to help 
pay for flowers to decorate the church throughout the rest of the year. 
Sponsor forms can be found at the back of the church. 
 
THANK YOU ESTHER 
 
On behalf of the Guild I would also like to take this opportunity to say a big ‘Thank You’ 
to Esther Simpson for all the hard work that she has put in to our group over the last 
few years with her wonderful arrangements, her organisation of flowers and rotas and 
indeed, master minding and leading our Flower Festivals. Esther is a very talented lady 
and now that she and Graham have moved into Hereford we send them our very best 
wishes for life in their new home. 

Wendy Priday  
Eardisland Church Flower Guild 

 
EARDISLAND TWINNING ASSOCIATION 
 
The proposed visit to La Vieille Lyre in May 2015 has been postponed. The link, 
however, continues. It is hoped to re-establish exchange visits in 2016. 

Chris Bivand 
EARDISLAND IN BLOOM 

 
Given decent weather conditions the E Team will have returned to 
their usual Thursday morning slot last week. As ever there is much 
to do and our numbers are dropping, so if you can help out, even 
for an hour, we’d love to see you, just meet outside the shop 
around 10am. 
 Plenty of our previous plantings are now showing through 
and by the time you read these notes many of the daffodils by the 

Manor House wall may be in bloom. We have also doubled the number of wallflowers 
in the Memorial Garden after they produced such a wonderful show last year.  
Some important dates for the diary; 
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 Our AGM, due to be held last month, had to unfortunately be postponed, but 
is now re-scheduled for Thursday 26

th
 March, 2.30pm, in the garden room at Barry’s 

tearoom. This is when our decisions for the year ahead are taken, so it would be great 
to have a few new faces present. 
 A reminder that the litter pick takes place on Saturday 28

th
 March, meet 

outside the shop at 10am. Gloves, yellow reflective jackets, black sacks and litter 
grabbers will be provided.  
 The Plant Swop and Sale will this year be a little later than normal, on Saturday 
30

th
 May, from 10am – 12.30pm. This is our only chance to raise some much needed 

cash to continue our work for another year, so we hope as many of you as possible will 
come along and support us. If you have plants, cuttings or shrubs you would like to 
donate then we’d be delighted to accept your donation. Remember In Bloom no longer 
receives any grant money from the county council but still sponsors the Children’s 
Allotment by paying the annual rent and public liability insurance, as well as carrying 
out planting and composting. 
 Finally, please do not forget we have a Sightings Board on display in the 
dovecote. This is intended to record the more unusual bird, animal or nature sighting in 
the parish. Please just jot your sighting in the book attached to the board and an In 
Bloom volunteer will record it on the board. 

 
Phil Milchard  Eric Pilcher  Chris Watson 

 
 
EARDISLAND BOWLING CLUB  
 
The season starts with an open day on 
Saturday 11

th
 April at 2pm and 

refreshments will be available in the 
form of soup and a roll etc. All are 
welcome to come along and have a go 
with the only proviso being that you 
must have flat soled shoes in order to 
protect the green. 
 If you wish to take part in the 
fun games then please ensure you 
arrive in plenty of time to get your 
name down as we only have the four 

rinks and play needs to  be sorted in 
order for everyone to have a game 
who wishes to. 
 Unfortunately we end this 
report on a sad note. Edgar Bevan, who 
joined the bowls club after the death 
of his wife, Evelyn, sadly passed away 
on 15th February. He was a fine 
respected member and was always 
cheerful and helpful. We will all feel his 
loss this next season and remember his 
family too. 

 
Doug and Mavis Tantrum 

 01544 387972 
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A RAMBLE THROUGH TIME IN EARDISLAND 
 

       Towards the end of my article Eardisland – the Place Name in the last edition of this 
magazine, I mentioned that in a document of 1243 Eardisland is referred to as Urselane.  
       The entry, which is from Liber Feodorum or the Book of Fees, also includes 
Kingsland, Kingeslane; Burton, Burthune; Hinton, Henton; and Twyford, Thwyford. 
These five manors, rated at 2

3/4
 knights fees, were held of the King by Ralph Mortimer 

of Wigmore. The Book of Fees is available in transcript (in Latin), in Herefordshire 
Record Office. 
       That there was no set spelling of ‘Eardisland’ until quite modern times can be 
illustrated by a visit to the year 1653. 
       I have several references dated to that year but in only three of them is Eardisland 
actually named. On each occasion the spelling of ‘Eardisland’ is different:  
       2

nd
 Jan. 1653.......William Wall..., in consideration of £220 grants to Francis Pember 

all those several parcels of land in Earsland called Streemeford and Broome Close al. 
Bromley Leasow (18 acres) abutting on the north of the river Arrowe....... [HRO B16/14]. 
       Dated only five days later the same individuals are involved in a three year lease of: 
       All those two several parcels of ground meadow and pasture (18 acres) called 
Streamford and Bromy close al. Bromley leasowe in Earlsland.......[HRO B16/15]. 
       Later in the year a third spelling is encountered: 
       Bond, 9 August, 1653 (in sum of £60) 
       Thomas Leyntoll of Hardwick, Eardislond, yeoman is bound to Philip Froysell of the 
same, yeoman, and Alexander Froysell his son and heir. For the keeping of covenants in 
indentures between Thomas Leyntoll and Anne Trumper, widow relict of John Trumper 
(1) and Philip and Alexander (2). 
       Witnesses: John Trumper, John Parker, William Poston, Tho. Tomkyns. [HRO D4/24].  
       Six family names are included in this last reference. Four of them were even then 
long established in the parish, the earliest mentions of them being: Parker (1331), 
Leinthal (1414), Trumper (1469) and Froysell, (1539). I have not seen mention of the 
other two earlier than 1625 (Tomkyns), Poston being a little more recent, 1637. There 
may perhaps be other, earlier references to them (the Tomkyns and Poston families) 
which I have not yet come across. 
       That said, the 1625 Tomkyns reference can be suggested to be record of when that 
family first came into this parish, assuming that there were no other branches of the 
family already here; and also assuming that Richard Tomkyns moved into this parish 
after his marriage. The 1625 reference, HRO BM81/1/11, is a reliable transcript (not 
mine) from the Parish Register, impliedly a marriage. It reads: 

1625 Richard Tomkins de Prior Regis et Matilda Cowcomb. 3 julie  
       Staying with the Tomkyns family, the next reference I have after the 1653 one 
detailed earlier, evidences that the Tomkyns family, if the same branch of it, was of 
good status in local society. 
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       On 7
th

 May 1698, Blanche, mother of Benjamin Brewster, settled on him Burton 
Court and the lands etc. (ie. The Manor of Burton). On 11

th
 August the same year, 

Benjamin, now lord of the manor of Burton, married Ann, eldest daughter of Ann 
Whittington, in Leominster. Ann Whittington (senior) was the only daughter of John 
Tomkins, Gent . [HRO BC79/17/7/66]. 
       Benjamin had been born in 1674; baptised here on 15

th
 December the same year. 

He died on 12
th

 March 1737 at the age of 63. [HRO BM81/1/19]. 
       If we were able to travel back to the Eardisland of his childhood, say 1674 to 1686, 
we would notice very considerable differences, both in the village itself and also in the 
wider parish. 
       For example, the church had quite a tall spire. The tower on which it rested was not 
the present one, being the same width as the nave, less bulky west to east and having 
battlements. These features, and many other differences from the present building, can 
be seen in a drawing in Dingley’s Manuscript of circa 1683. The spire was not in good 
condition. In 1686 churchwardens William Fencott and Charles Andrews were ordered 
by the diocesan authorities to rectify 
...the belfry, being out of repair...[HRO HD4/1/199]. Later parish records at HRO 
AJ32/58 make it clear that it is the spire that is being referred to in this extract, not the 
tower. The tower itself also had structural problems and was eventually replaced.    
       North of the church the motte and the moat surrounding it were there, then as 
now, but it may have been possible to see a building, or the remains of one, on top of 
the motte. This, if it had survived the Civil War period (1642-1649), was ... 
called the Olde Hill House in Eardisland for keeping the Courts of the Leet and Courts 
Baron there twice a year. Thus was it referred to in a deed of 23

rd
 November, 19 

Elizabeth, viz. 1576. [HRO B16/1]. 
       The same document mentions All that capital house of the manor of Earsland with 
appurtenants.......Again two spellings of the place-name in one document. This ‘capital 
house’ was present day Court House farm, not The Old Manor House across the road 
from the Cross Inn. That building has only been called The Old Manor House since a 
date after the end of the First World War. Previously it was ‘Porch House’. No Lord of 
the Manor of Eardisland ever lived there, nor were manorial Courts ever held there. 
       It is improbable, although I can not be absolutely certain, that the young Benjamin 
Brewster would have seen a Dovecote where the present one stands. My reasons for 
saying this can be found in my Paper Dovecotes via Eardisland Community website at 
www.eardisland.org.uk where my Papers on other topics can also be found. 
       By the end of Brewster’s life in 1737 he would have seen a considerable amount of 
change in the village and indeed at Burton Court itself; change there which he himself 
instigated. 
       Of this perhaps more in a future edition. 

George Alderson 
  

http://www.eardisland.org.uk/
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Eardisland Village Show  
 

2015 
 

The Village Hall 
 

Saturday 5th September 
2.00 – 4.30 pm 

 
 

Prizes will be awarded at 4.00 pm 
 

Entry open to all 

 

Raffle! Prize money! Trophies! 
Refreshments! 

 
 

  £1 admission charge for adults 
 Children free 
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Section  A    COOKERY 
 
1 A chocolate cake  (see recipe on entry form) 
2 A jar of homemade preserve- sweet 
3 A jar of homemade preserve- savoury 
4 A dessert (please specify) 
5 A ploughman’s (MEN ONLY) 
 
Section  B     WINE 
 
6 A  bottle of  home-made wine 
7 A flavoured spirit 
8 A non-alcoholic drink 
 
Section C   FLORAL ART 
 
No artificial fruit or flowers.  All items on a base up to 18”x18” unless otherwise 
stated 
 
9 Floral display for a country wedding - in a jam jar 
10 5 flowers and foliage 
11 Exhibit  “Bonfire Night” (fresh & artificial material allowed) 
 
Section D    HANDICRAFT 
 
12 A hand-made card for any occasion 
13 A decorated flower pot 
14 A knitted or crocheted item 
15 Item of cross stitch  
 
Section E     HORTICULTURE- Division 1 
 
16         Megan Lloyd Trophy- A yellow rose (not a tight bud please) 
17 3 Roses (different varieties) 
18 A Pot plant 
19 3  Stems only, of different garden flowers 
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   HORTICULTURE - Division 2 
 
20 3 cooking apples 
21 A display of 3 root vegetables (could be 3 matching or 3 different) 
22 A display of garden vegetables in a 12”x12” tray / box 
23 A hand-tied bunch of fresh herbs 
 
Section F    PHOTOGRAPHY 
 
Maximum 7” x 5” mounted (size including mount not more than 9” x 7”) 
This is because of limited display space as this section is so popular 
Please put your name and the class number on the back 
 
24 Favourite view of Eardisland 
25 Sunrise or sunset 
26 Herefordshire life 
27 A black and white photograph 
 
Section G    ART 
 
Pictures may be mounted but not glazed.   Stretched canvases are acceptable 
 
28 Buildings (mixed media)  
29 A drawing and watercolour wash (any subject) 
30 Seascape (Acrylic/oils) 
31 A 3-dimensional work/collage less than 2 feet in any direction. 
 
Section H     CREATIVE WRITING 
 
Your entries should be placed,  with the completed entry form stating your name and 
address plus  fees,  in a sealed envelope  marked  ‘Show – Creative Writing’.  Please do 
not write your name on the entry itself.   The envelopes should be  handed in before  
Monday 24

th
  August.     ( Please use another form for your entries in other categories.) 

 
32 A limerick starting with: “Whilst cleaning pots in the shed…” 
33 Remembering childhood (maximum 250 words) 
34     As I was walking...................................................... 
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Section J       CHILDREN 
 
Children of 15 and over are encouraged to enter the adult categories.  Please put your 
age on the Entry Form so that it may be taken into consideration by the judges. 
 
Children under 6  
35 A party hat 
36 A vegetable animal 
37 Decorate a biscuit 
 
Children 6-14 
38 Floral arrangement in a mug 
39          A picture entitled ‘Christmas in Eardisland’ (winning entry to be on the 
 front cover of the Christmas Parish Magazine) 
40 Cheese straws 
41 A Lego construction model not to exceed 30cm in any direction 
 

Section K       JUST FOR A LAUGH … (entries open to all ages) 

 
42 Longest runner bean 
43 Funniest looking fruit or vegetable 
44 Funny animal photograph 
45 Tallest sunflower – aged 16 and over 
46 Tallest sunflower- under 16s 
 
(Tallest sunflower classes sponsored by Eardisland in Bloom. Entry is free – seeds and 
details of how to enter will be in the Village Shop in March). 
 
See Entry Form for details of how to enter. 
Entry Forms available from the Village Shop from July. 
Entry forms may be returned up to 5.00 pm on Friday 28

th
 August  with the exception 

of creative writing entries which must be in by Monday 24
h
  August. 

Late entries will, regretfully, not be accepted. 
Entries cost 40p per item for adults.  Children may enter free of charge in the 
Children's Sections but fee payable in adult section. Please place your entries and fees 
in an envelope marked  “SHOW” and hand in to one of the addresses shown on the 
Entry Form. 
Entries to be taken to the Village Hall on Saturday 5

th
 September  

between 9am and 10.30am. 
Prize money not collected by 5.00pm will be returned to Show funds. 
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EMPIRE DAY MEDAL 
 
Peggy Olausen, now in her 90s and living in New Zealand, is a wonderful correspondent 
and frequently sends details of her memories of life in the village before the Second 
World War. She wrote recently to say she had uncovered a medal in a draw which she 
found commemorated Empire Day; she wondered if it would be of interest to the 
village. I responded and said it would be wonderful to put it on display in the Dovecot 
together with a photograph of the children in the school at the time. It seems that the 
medal was presented to the children in the 1930s on 24

th
 May, being Empire Day. It was 

given to her and other children by Mrs Clowes of Burton Court. 
  
THE EMPIRE MEDAL RECEIVED FROM PEGGY OLAUSEN 
 
Interestingly, the medal shows the head of the then Prince of Wales, later to abdicate 

before becoming Edward 8
th

.  The bars 
attached to the ribbon show 1930, 1932, 1933 
& 1934 suggesting those were the years in 
which she received them (perhaps she was 
absent on the day in 1931). 
The first 'Empire Day'  
     This took place on 24th May 1902, Queen 
Victoria’s birthday (she died 22

nd
 January 

1901). Although not officially recognised as an 
annual event until 1916, many schools across 
the British Empire were celebrating it before 
then. One New Zealand school journal from 
1910 records: "This is the ‘Union Jack’; and 
now that Empire Day has come round once 
more, you will hear its history. It is really a 
coloured picture from a history-book, telling of 
things that happened, long before you were 
born". 
     The intention was that children should be 
reminded that “they formed part of the British 

Empire, and that others in lands across the sea, were part of a glorious Empire.”. 
Children were reminded, too, that “The strength of the Empire depended upon them, 
and they must never forget it.” The idea of a day of such a celebration had been first 
considered in 1897 towards the end of Queen Victoria’s reign to celebrate the great 
Empire she ruled. 
     Each Empire Day, millions of school children throughout the Empire would typically 
salute the union flag and sing patriotic songs like Jerusalem and God Save the Queen. 
They would hear speeches and listen to stories that described the exploits of men like 
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Clive of India, Wolfe of Québec and Gordon of Khartoum. School children took part in 
displays, concerts and parties to celebrate the day. In Britain an Empire Movement was 
formed, “to promote the systematic training of children in all virtues which conduce to 
the creation of good citizens.”  
     In 1928 37,000 medals were struck and presumably distributed to school children 
and others in the coming years. The medals had a ribbon and small bars attached to it 
for each year whilst the children were in school. By the 1950’s the Empire had started 
to decline as many of the countries which were once part of  it, became independent 
and wished to celebrate their own identity.  
     In 1958 Empire Day was renamed British Commonwealth Day and in 1966 it became 
known as Commonwealth Day. The date of celebration was also changed to 10

th 
June, 

the official birthday of Queen Elizabeth II. The date was again changed in 1977 to the 
second Monday in March, when the Queen sends a special message to the youth of the 
various countries of the Commonwealth. Empire Day is a now largely forgotten 
anniversary, perhaps only recalled by a generation who grew up before the Second 
World War.  
 
Peggy Olausen 
     Peggy (née Watkins) Olausen was born in Eardisland in the early 1920s. She lived in 
Crabtree Hall in Lyme lane before the war. She married Bob Olausen a New Zealander 
who at the age of 17 was a gunner on board the Achilles which helped in the attack on 
the Graff Spee in 1939 at the battle of the River Plate. Peggy subsequently moved to 
New Zealand which is where she presently lives. She remains a wonderful 
correspondent regarding her memories of life in the village as a young girl. When she 
recently re-discovered the medal in her home which will be displayed in the Dovecote, 
she wrote to say she would be pleased to donate it to the village. It certainly recalls an 
event which has largely passed from the memories of a generation growing up after the 
Second War. She remembers Mrs Clowes, who lived at Burton Court from 1901-1949. 
She was the Lady of the Manor who often visited the school to inspect it and award 
prizes. Mrs Clowes presented the Empire Medal to Peggy. 
 

Mrs. Edith Emily Clowes OBE 
 

Hereford Times 
Saturday 12

th
 January 1918 

                                                        EMPIRE HONOURS  
                                   HEREFORDIANS' WAR WORK RECOGNISED  

 
     “MRS EDITH CLOWES is the wife of Colonel P. L. Clowes, Burton Court, hon. secretary 
County of Hereford British Red Cross and Order of St. John of Jerusalem. Besides working 
assiduously for the Red Cross, Mrs. Clowes has rendered invaluable service as chairman 
of the Herefordshire Women's War Agricultural Committee in association with Mrs. 



29 
 

Kevill Davies, Miss Maddison, and other public-spirited ladies. The committee, of which 
the Lady Evelyn Cotterell is President has organised an army of village women, over 
1000 strong, for work on the land; and has proved an immense boon to cottagers and 
smallholders as a medium for the distribution of seeds. More than anyone else in the 
county, Mrs. Clowes, has persistently brought to public notice the latent possibilities of 
the cottage gardens in the county, and the movement she thus initiated for increasing 
their productivity, stimulated cultivation to an enormous extent. She has indeed, ever 
since the outbreak of war devoted practically all her time to work of national 
importance.”  
      
It is certainly the case that now there are not many people in the village who still recall 
Mrs Clowes. She was very much the Lady of the Manor and for many a very strict 
authoritarian. She frequently visited the school to distribute prizes or inspect the work 
of the children, usually arriving dressed in black and riding a black horse. Children 
would curtsey in her presence and boys doff their caps. In her letter, Peggy recalls how 
Mrs Clowes always looked very elegant on her black horse, riding side saddle. She says 
that her dad (George Watkins) had a little story of how he met her in Lyme Lane riding 
on her horse. She asked him what his war record was. He told her some details, (he had 
fought in the First War and had been in charge of the Home Guard in Eardisland in the 
second).  She said to him, simply "I wish you well”. Peggy comments that if he hadn’t 
had a war record of any sort, “ I wonder what her reply would have been?” We can 
assume it would have been a harsh one.  Over the years, a warmer side of her 
personality has been mentioned. She attended church each Sunday and placed fresh 
rosemary in the memorial to her son and her husband.  Col Peter Clowes was a soldier 
who fought in the Boer War and died in 1925. Their only son Warren Peter Clowes was 
killed in action on 30

th
 March 1918, near Amiens aged 20.  

     I am grateful also to Richard Hall, of Arrow Mill farm for sending a memory of Mrs 
Clowes from his late mother, Mrs Gwen Hall. She was born in 1892 and went to school 
in the village (quite a long walk from Arrow Mill for a young child). Richard remembers 
how she gave an account of the day in 1901 when the Clowes family (the Colonel, his 
wife and 4 year old son) arrived to take up residence in Burton Court, on returning from 
the war in South Africa. Following some celebrations in Leominster where they came by 
train, they made their way to Burton Court. Mrs Hall remembered the day vividly when 
they were brought to the Court in great ceremony in a wagonette, drawn by two 
horses. When they got to the bottom of the bank the men on the estate accompanied 
the wagon right up to the front door. Despite the ceremonials, very soon Master Pat (as 
their son Warren was known) was bored and started digging in the garden while all this 
was taking place, under the dining room window. She even remembered he had a 
velvet jacket on with a lace collar. In an interview with her when she was 101, Mrs Hall 
described how she felt so sorry for him; he clearly didn’t understand what was 
happening on that epic day. She subsequently knew him as a little boy; but said he 
didn’t mix much with anyone from the village, since it wasn’t done in those days for 
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such social intermixing; he was kept apart. There is a photograph in the Burton Court 
archive which was taken on their arrival which shows dozens of people in the 
welcoming group; a brass band is playing and there is a great banner on display to mark 
the event. It was clearly a very important day with the return of the family that Mrs Hall 
had witnessed.       Interestingly, she also recalled the day that Mrs Clowes heard the 
news that her only son had been killed. She described this occasion in a most moving 
way.  She said, “I shall never forget seeing her... she was a wonderful horsewomen; she 
used to drive a dog cart with a beautiful horse... I remember seeing her driving up the 
street through the village on that sad day; she was a real soldier’s wife, upright on her 
box, her horse trotting and you wouldn’t have thought she had turned a hair... yet she 
knew; she’d heard the awful news... and when you think of all she had... in the end she 
lived in the Court with only one domestic help... it was a terrible thing to happen.” Mrs 
Clowes died in 1949. She was last member of the Clowes family to live there and the 
estate was broken up and sold in 1950. 

Paul Selfe 
 
TRAVELS - part 2 
 

At the end of last edition’s part 1 we were 
just leaving Singapore for New Zealand, a 
flight of some nine hours. We were met at 
Auckland airport by an old friend, who not 
only provided accommodation and food but 
also guided tours of Auckland and its 
environs. From Auckland we wiggled 
around down the North Island in our hired 
car, staying in motels and seeing the sights. 
Being spring in New Zealand, the weather 

was variable, but generally kind to us. Incidentally, the standard of the motels was 
excellent without exception, superbly well equipped and at reasonable rates, 
comparable prices with B & Bs in this country. Just after leaving Rotorua there was an 
earthquake. Luckily this was off the coast and did not cause injury or damage, but it 
was a reminder of why New Zealand is known as the ‘shaky islands’. It’s rather sobering 
to see so many notices about “What to do in an Earthquake” and “Tsunami Evacuation 
Area”. 
 Of the two islands, North and South, it’s fair to say that the North is both the 
more populated and the more cultural. The various museums and art galleries we saw 
were a pleasure and always well-presented. The history of the Maori featured largely, 
although there is a dark side to this given that up until the 1960s the Maori were 
apparently often regarded as inferior beings, second-class citizens. This was even 
sometimes taught in schools, and we heard it from the lips of some older locals. 
However, much has been done to rectify this and successive governments have 
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invested in initiatives to establish the Maori in their own right as equal citizens. In the 
main this seems to be working well, but of course some feel that too many resources 
are being invested in the Maori, and some too few. 
 The sense of humour of our various guides was of constant fun. The captain of 
a boat cruise gave a running commentary whilst navigating Lake Taupo (imagine this in 
a broad accent akin to Australian) - “The trees on your left are Acacia, planted by the 
British in 1864 . . . buggered if I know why, it’s not like we didn’t have enough trees 
already!”. 

  The South Island (seen from the air 
around Milford Sound) feels almost like a 
different country - it’s relatively unpopulated, 
and features fabulous mountains and sea 
inlets, vast plains and hidden valleys. The 
highlight was undoubtedly a day that had 
been planned for months, a short trip from 
our base at Arrowtown to Queenstown, a 
flight in a light aircraft to Milford Sound (see 
photo above), then a boat trip up the Sound 
to the Tasman Sea, and the return by aircraft. 
The weather up to the day had been cloudy 
and very breezy - on the day, it was perfect. 
Even the pilot commented that it was one of 
his best flying days that he had had there, 
and he did rather more flying than we had 
paid for, or than he should have done. . . The 
sky was blue virtually all day, with just the 
odd cloud in the afternoon. Perfect. 
 Then it was off in our faithful little 
car to Christchurch. In 2010 and 2011 two 

earthquakes hit the city, devastating most of the centre. Walking around is a very eerie 
feeling. From a distance you may see a normal street - shops, offices, restaurants, all 
you would expect. But then, as you get closer, you notice that there are no people, no 
shoppers or eaters, no smokers outside offices. Closer still and you see that it is all 
deserted. The shops empty. Warning signs. Support timbers on buildings. It’s almost 
unbearably sad. But life goes on and there is much activity with building and repairing. 
Large areas are like bomb sites, but the city’s spirit seems undimmed, they will not be 
beaten. 
 We flew from Christchurch to Singapore, stayed a couple of days, saw Henry 
Simpson again, and departed for Heathrow. What a holiday! Lots of memories, lots of 
photos and a kiwi fridge magnet. 

Chris Bivand 
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ISSUED ON BEHALF OF HEREFORDSHIRE FRIENDS OF SAMARITANS 
  
 Friends of Herefordshire Samaritans is pleased to announce that it has obtained 
permission to organise a special Cherry Blossom Walk on Sunday 26

th
 April 2015 

(11.30am-4.00pm), to view the cherry trees in blossom on Sidnall Farm at Ullingswick, 
near Bromyard. 
 This charity event has been made possible through the generosity of the fruit 
farm’s owner, Mr Clive Richards OBE. The 70-acre Herefordshire fruit farm is now one 
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of the largest suppliers of English-grown cherries, including such varieties as Kordia, 
Regina, Summersun and Verida. 
 There will be guided walks by experts of the estate’s award-winning cherry 
orchards (with transport available); refreshments served under cover; an open picnic 
area; and ample free parking. Costs are: £15 (tour and pre-booked lunch) or £5 for the 
guided tours. Children under 12 will be admitted free. Tea, coffee and cakes available 
for small charge. 
 All proceeds from the event will go to Friends of Herefordshire Samaritans, the 
fund-raising arm of the Herefordshire branch of Samaritans, which is based at 44A 
Berrington Street, Hereford HR4 0BJ (tel: 01432 269000). In 2013 the branch received 
more than 18,000 contacts from people needing emotional support. 
 For further information please contact Mrs Rae Jones  01432 274800 
 
  

EARDISLAND WEATHER FOCUS 
 

 
The weather or 
January was fair 
with the 
exception of 
bad weather on 
the 15

th
 with 

10mm of rain 
(.394 inches) 

and snow and rain a few days before, 
so the river rose to 53 inches (1.35m) . 
 The barometer ranged from 
highs of 29.4 to lows of 28.78 . 
Temperatures ranged from -1 degree 
to 12°C.  
in  the daytime with lows of -8°C at 
night. The total rainfall for January was 
75mm  (3 inches). 
 The weather for February was 
reasonably dry with no rain recorded 
until  the 14

th
. Total rainfall for the 

month being 40 mm (1.5 inches)  the 
river only rising to 21 inches (533 mm) 
and dropping to 10 inches 
(253mm ). Temperatures ranged from 
12 degrees to 2°C with heavy frost at 
night. Barometer pressures ranged 
from highs of 30.12 to lows of 28.84. 
 Comparisons for 2014 January 
rain 140 mm (5.5 inches) and February 
136 mm (5.3 inches) with the river high 
in both months . 
 Nature wise a pair of 
goosanders (common merganser) have 
been seen frequently. I think they nest 
along the river just above us. 
 Cormorants and the swan 
family have also been seen too but no 
otters for a while now so maybe we 
will see some fish this year! 

Doug Tantrum 
Reporting from Black Barns 
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WEOBLEY THEATRE GOERS 
 
 I have now reserved tickets for our last outing before the summer break to see 
The King’s Speech at Malvern on Wednesday 29 April, leaving Bell Square, Weobley at 
12.30 for the 2.30pm performance. Jason Donovan plays Lionel Logue and Raymond 
Coulthard plays the part of King George V1.The King’s Speech is the heart-warming 
story of one man’s struggle to overcome his personal affliction and, in the country’s 
darkest hour, deliver the now iconic speech broadcast across the globe to inspire his 
people’. 
 Tickets to include the coach are £29 payable before 29 March, with cheques 
made out to Kate Best please. 

Kate Best 01544 318513 or email bobkatebest@tiscali.co..uk   
 
WEOBLEY MUSIC CONCERT - SATURDAY 9

TH
 MAY 2015 

  

First, 20 minutes of Weobley’s own band, reborn as  Alive And  Pickin and now  bluesy, 
country and jazzy. Then 50 minutes of The Remi Harris Quartet. Weobley Music 
wouldn’t be the same without Remi, this year with a percussionist for, as Remi says, 
‘just a few numbers’. Finally, an hour of 3 Belgians and an ‘Irish immigrant’ who make 
up The Sons Of Navarone.  They were voted Best European Bluegrass Band in 2012, so 
this is probably the best bluegrass outside the USA.  
 7.30 pm to 10.15 (doors open at 7 pm) at Weobley Village Hall, HR4 8SN.  
Tickets £10 (before 25

th
 April) then £11 (including at the door).  For bookings email 

weobleymusic@hotmail.co.uk or call 01544 318513 

 

Book early – we sold out in 2013 and 2014! 
 
COULD YOU ADOPT? 
 

 ‘Our life has so changed since we got our boy, he makes us smile 
every day’, says one of our Herefordshire adopters. 
Many people still think adoption is only for young married couples but this is no longer 
the case.  The only age barrier is that you must be over 21 years to adopt. There is no 
upper limit but you will need lots of physical and emotional energy. Single people, 
those in same sex relationships and people with disabilities are welcomed as adopters.  
Every year there are about 20 Herefordshire children of all ages needing a safe, stable, 
loving home.  Herefordshire Council adoption team welcome enquiries from a variety 
of people bringing a range of skills to suit a variety of children with different needs. 
To make confidential enquiries please call our friendly team on 01432 383241  
or email  adoption@herefordshire.gov.uk    
 For further information www.herefordshire.gov.uk/adoption      

mailto:bobkatebest@tiscali.co..uk
mailto:weobleymusic@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:adoption@herefordshire.gov.uk
http://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/adoption
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FIXMYSTREET  
 
Bumpy ride this morning? 
View blocked by dumped 
rubbish? Potholes and fly 
tipping are just two of the 
street faults that can be 
reported via the website 
www.FixMyStreet.com, 
along with vandalism, 
graffiti, dog fouling and 
many other common 
community issues. 
 While most of us 
know that the council is 

responsible for fixing these things, we may not know which council, let along which 
department in which council. With FixMyStreet, all you have to do is locate the problem 
on a map, and select a category: the site then sends it off to the right place to get it 
fixed. 
 All reports are published on the site, as well as being sent to the council. 
Browsing your own postcode can be interesting, as you soon learn what the persistent 
problems are in your area, and whether or not they are being fixed. There's also the 
opportunity to discuss individual reports in the comments section. 
 FixMyStreet comes from the UK not-for-profit organisation mySociety, and is 
one of its longest-running and most-used services. It is just one of several projects 
aimed at making it easier for citizens to get things changed in their own community. So, 
next time you see something that needs fixing, be it a broken paving slab or a flickering 
streetlight, all you need to remember is FixMyStreet.com. 

Myfanwy Nixon 
myf@mysociety.org 

 
EARL MORTIMER COLLEGE 
 
If you live in Eardisland, Kingsland, 
Yarpole, Bircher or Orleton you are 
now eligible for FREE TRANSPORT to 
Earl Mortimer College and Sixth Form 
Centre.  
 Our GCSE results have 
improved year-on-year over the past 
three consecutive years. The result of 

our last Ofsted inspection judged us to 
be ‘Good’ in every category. 
 We have outstanding 
facilities, which include both our 
building and the technology inside it, 
enabling us to deliver teaching and 
learning to a very high standard.  

  

http://www.fixmystreet.com/
mailto:myf@mysociety.org
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CONTACTS 
EDITORIAL 

 
CHRIS BIVAND  Arrow Bank, Eardisland, Leominster, HR6 9BT 
      01544 – 388375 
   Email:   chrisbivand@bivand.freeserve.co.uk  
 

ADVERTISING 

PATRICIA GILL 

  01544 – 388757 

        Email:  parishads@btinternet.com  
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BARRY FREEMAN 
           01544 - 388226 
     
 

This edition of the Eardisland Parish Magazine was printed by 

Leominster Community Resource Centre 

 
© Published and copyright: Eardisland Parish Council 2015 

The Parish Council Liaison Officer is Wendy Cross 
 01544 388725     WnCr950@aol.com 

 
Views expressed are those of individual contributors and not necessarily those of Eardisland 

Parish Council. The Eardisland Parish Magazine is published by Eardisland Parish Council without 
inserts. 

 
The Eardisland Parish Magazine is posted online in pdf format on the village website: 

 
Please visit: www.eardisland.org.uk  

 
Unlike the printed version, most photographs and some advertisements appear in colour. You 
may need to download Adobe Acrobat reader, which you can find on the web by using Google. 
The program is entirely free. 
 

 

Copy date for the next edition of the Eardisland Parish Magazine: 
 

FRIDAY 8
th

 MAY 2015 

 

mailto:chrisbivand@bivand.freeserve.co.uk
mailto:parishads@btinternet.com
mailto:WnCr950@aol.com
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