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This picture was taken on 2nd July 2011 from a hot-air balloon. The air was so still 
around 7.00am that we travelled about four miles in ninety minutes. Perfect!  
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EDITORIAL 
 
I am sorry to have to report the need for another obituary, that for Eric Richards 
(please see page 4). Our condolences go to Eric’s family and friends and my 
gratitude to Lisa and family for the text. 
 You will see from the Eardisland Community Shop AGM report on page 
27 that there are considerable changes to the personnel on the Committee. 
Amongst these, Albert Sheffield has stepped down. I doubt that the shop would 
be where it is now without Albert’s knowledge of retail and dedication to the 
task – of course, he was not alone, and all should take credit. However, Albert 
contributed a clear plan and ways to implement it, and it worked well. Thanks 
Albert. The shop continues to survive because of volunteers and Margaret 
Milchard has written about this on page 20 – why not give it a go? 
 Finally, I’m sorry to say that my confidence in writing has been entirely 
undermined after I looked at a SATS test designed for 10 year-olds. What on 
earth is a ‘modal verb’? I must have been asleep when that was taught. And why 
does a youngster need to know about the subjunctive? That’s wrong too, as 
apparently a sentence should not begin with a conjunction. Whilst I believe in 
high standards, the question must be asked whether these demands are really 
appropriate for the age range being tested. I’d like to think that young people 
develop curiosity through their studies, not a blind adherence to imposed and 
arbitrary criteria.  
 Have a good summer, 

Chris Bivand 
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EARDISLAND VILLAGE DIARY 2015/2016 
 

Thursday 28th July Share a Care 

Saturday 6th August Summer Fun in Village Hall, page 12 

Sunday 7th August Burton Court Open Air Theatre, page 26 

Wednesday 17th August Village Hall AGM, VH, 7.00pm, page 11 

Monday 22nd August Last day for ‘Creative Writing’, page 24 

Thursday 25th August Share a Care, page 14 

Friday 26th August Last day for Village Show entries, page 
25 

Saturday 27th – Monday 29th 
August 

Open Gardens, page 26 

Thursday 1st September Hospice Coffee Morning, page 26 

Saturday 3rd September Eardisland Village Show, page 21 

Thursday 8th September Parish Council, VH, 7.30pm 

Friday 9th September COPY DATE Friday 23rd September - projected 
distribution 

Thursday 29th September Share a Care, page 14 

Saturday 22nd October Craft and Produce Fair, Church and VH 

Thursday 27th October Parish Council, VH, 7.30pm 

Friday 4th November COPY DATE Friday 18th November - projected 
distribution 

Thursday 24th November Parish Council, VH, 7.30pm 

 
Please note that the ‘projected’ distribution date is just that. It is assumed that, if 
all goes well, the magazine will be with you on or before the quoted date. 
However, there are many links in a long chain, and it only takes one to fail for the 
distribution date to go astray. If you are advertising an event in the village, it is a 
wise move to get the date in the diary early - if a problem arises, readers are 
aware of your plans. 
 
I shall have to contact the Parish Council before long with suggested dates for 
2017. At the moment I intend to stick to the equivalent dates as for 2016. If you 
have any comment to make on this, please contact me – contact details are on 
page 44. 
 
Finally, please remember that adverts or tickets for money-raising events should 
be clear about where any profits are going, and should include contact details. 
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OBITUARY – ERIC REGINALD RICHARDS, 1935 - 2016 
 

My Dad, Eric Richards 
 

How do you condense a person’s life into a few 
lines on a page? My dad, Eric, lived his 81 years 
to the full. So I will try and give you a very 
abridged version. 

My dad was born Eric Reginald 
Richards on the 3rd of January 1935 in 
Leominster, to Molly and Harry. He spent most 
of his childhood at Caswell Crescent, not far 
from the swimming pool. 

He was brother to his sisters Mary and 
Pat. Mary sadly passed away at an early age but 
his sister Pat still lives in Leominster. 

He lived in Leominster, trained as a 
baker until, in 1952, he joined 617 squadron in the RAF. He served in various 
places including Cyprus during the Greek Cypriot civil war. He left the RAF in 1958 
and trained as a bricklayer for the builder, George Morris. When George Morris 
was taken over by Harper’s, dad decided to leave and went to work for W. 
Bengry and Sons as a driver working on civil engineering projects. He worked 
there for many years until he was tempted to go and work for his friend Morris 
and brother-in-law Lyndon, at Longmore repairing vehicles and machinery. He 
eventually decided to return to Bengry’s, laying Tarmac© until his retirement. He 
was at his happiest when he had more grease and diesel on him than on the 
machines.  

Because of his ability with machines he was often called out in the 
winter to clear snow. Lyndon remembers him being called to do that by 
Bodenham Village Hall one very snowy day. He did a fantastic job clearing round 
the corner and along the fence perfectly until the snow melted and he could see 
that he had actually cleared the green sward as well! He was always hard-
working and often came home late in the day after working across the country. 
Whenever we went out in the car he used to point out all the roads and car parks 
he had Tarmac’d. Or pass comment on how poorly other councils and companies 
had done it. He once Tarmac’d the exercise yard in Long Larten Prison; when he 
lifted up one of the man hole covers he set off the emergency alarms prompting 
them to think there was a break-out in progress. It seemed to us that he was 
always involved in or causing some sort of mishap at work; he came home one 
day without his jacket and pipe, they’d fallen off the back of the Tarmac’ing 
machine without his noticing and were laid into the road. By the time he realised, 
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it was too late and they were stuck fast. He laid several objects into the Tarmac 
during his long career: spanners, flasks, clothing and various other bits and 
pieces. He Tarmac’d the roads and car parks at the NEC. On a break he wandered 
into one of the main halls as they were setting up lighting and staging for a 
concert. He asked a little chap “who was playing there” the chap replied “I am”, 
He realised then that the “little chap” was in fact Phil Collins! 

He met my mum, Gill, in 1958 at a friend’s house in Kingsland. They 
married 2 years later in Eardisland church. 5 years after that I came along and 
then my sister Cathy completed our family in 1967. He lived in Eardisland until his 
death, first at my Grandparents’ house for a short while then moving up to Green 
Elms, where we were born. We all moved in 1970 to The Bungalow where Gill 
still lives today.  

He had a great love of all things military and collected many books and 
memorabilia. He also attended air shows and visited museums. His love of the 
military rubbed off on me and when I joined the Territorial Army we would have 
heated discussions as to who was best, RAF or Army. I always said the RAF looked 
better but the Army worked harder. He agreed on the first point but not on the 
second. 

He was an even-tempered man, preferring to let mum be the voice 
behind any disciplining or perceived injustice. He would say “those (whoever had 
done something wrong in his eyes) people, need to have a piece of my 
mind”......”go on Gill, ring em and tell em!” 

He played darts for the White Swan along with Graham, Dubber and 
Billy, sometimes coming home a little merry because they had won ……..or lost or 
drawn. His favourite story involved Graham and some other mates: They had 
taken their car onto the airfield at Shobdon and had driven down the runway 
with their arms out of the window, singing the Dambusters theme. 

After he retired he refused to slow down even after breaking his neck 
and being in constant pain from the injury. It was only a couple of years ago he 
decided to paint the whole of the outside of the house, not bad for someone 
who at the time was in their late seventies, with a broken neck and a dicky knee. 
 He would potter in the garden or turn his hand to DIY or decorating. There was 
nothing he wouldn’t attempt to do although we never let him near electrics again 
after the incident with the fridge…… 

He loved his gardening and he was a keen vegetable grower. In later 
years he handed over the vegetable gardening to me and Spud, but he was 
always there to supervise.  

He was very proud of Cathy and I and we were very proud of him. He 
enjoyed telling other people of the things we had achieved and done. He loved 
his grandchildren; Briannie and Millie. Encouraging them to help him in the 
garden and playing with them when they were little. 
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We will all miss my dad for different reasons; his friends for his great 
sense of humour, my mum for being her constant companion for nearly 60 years 
and us, his children and grandchildren will miss him for being a great role model 
and a caring and loving father and grandfather. 

Taken in part from the eulogy written by Lisa Price and additional 
information from Lyndon Stead. 

Jill and family would like to thank everyone for their kind messages of 
sympathy and the many cards they received. Heartfelt thanks also go out to the 
bearers, who did such a wonderful job in the service of an old friend and 
cherished family member. The Reverend Julie Read conducted a very personal 
and caring service at St Mary’s church to a packed congregation. 

Finally, the whole family would like to thank the staff of A & E and 
Frome Ward at Hereford Hospital, who were so thoughtful and caring the short 
time Eric was there. 

 
 
EARDISLAND ROYAL NINETIETH BIRTHDAY CONCERT 
 

Presented by Rhayader and District Male Voice Choir 
and Guest Soloist Emma Powell 

on Saturday 18th June 2016 
 
THIS WAS AN EVENING when everything went right: the choir were in fine voice, 
Emma enchanted everyone with her crystal clear solo singing, our renovated church 
was filled with a hugely appreciative audience and, in a month of exceptionally 
capricious weather, the sun shone providing us with a perfect midsummer evening.  
On the church tower above, the flag of the United Kingdom flew on our newly installed 
flag mast. 
 
OUR APPRECIATION of the choir and Emma was expressed by the Reverend Julie Read, 
and churchwarden Dian Cope presented a large bouquet to Emma. This was indeed a 
worthy addition to Eardisland’s long tradition of celebrating notable royal occasions. 
 
THE OUTSTANDING RESPONSE from all who attended produced a net amount of £900 
for church funds, and the Parochial Church Council wish to thank everyone who 
contributed to this memorable occasion. 
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EARDISLAND PARISH COUNCIL 
 
At the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council on 26 May, Councillors elected the 

Chairman and Vice Chairman and agreed liaison and volunteer posts as follows: 

Chairman – Cllr Maryan Hanson  

Vice Chairman – Cllr Phil Milchard 

Parish Magazine Liaison and Playground Inspection Liaison – Cllr Milchard 

Village Hall Management Committee Liaison – Cllr Kirby 

Planning Group – for responses on minor planning matters under Clerk’s 

Devolved Powers – Chairman or Vice Chairman plus 2 other Cllrs 

Financial Advisory Working Group – Cllrs Hanson, Milchard, Kirby 

NDP Steering Group – Cllrs Kirby and Hanson 

Parish Footpath Officers – Sue Wallis and Jo Watson 

Tree Warden – Diana Palmer 

 

There are a number of issues to note from recent Parish Council meetings: 

 An extra PC meeting was held on 30 June to consider how to repair the 
surface of the roadway by the Village Hall. Work will be carried out by 
councillors and members of the community to provide a dedicated crossing 
place short term. Applications will be made for grants to resurface the whole 
roadway, improve the hall access and replace the gas heaters with more 
electric heaters. However, this work is unlikely to happen before late autumn. 
The PC is grateful for the patience of the community and hall users while 
improvements are awaited and request that all care is taken when using the 
roadway and car park. 

 The community defibrillator is now operational. It is sited in the old BT box 
by the bus stop opposite The Swan pub. Ring 999 on the emergency phone 
when you are at the box and the ambulance service will give you the code to 
open the storage cabinet to take the defibrillator unit to the casualty. A 
training session for volunteers willing to collect the unit in an emergency is 
being organised by Wendy Priday. Please give her your details if you’re willing 
to be a volunteer. 

 The new website is live. There will be some teething problems so please 
contact the Clerk on eardislandclerk@gmail.com if you have any issues of 
access. If you’d like to be alerted to new events in the parish and new items 
on the website (eg. PC agendas and minutes), please sign-up on the home 

mailto:eardislandclerk@gmail.com
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page. If you want to get your event highlighted on the website, please email 
the Clerk as above. 

 Herefordshire Council via Balfour Beatty will no longer supply filled sandbags 
to parishes, so once the current stock is gone, householders need to buy their 
own sand to fill the limited supply of empty bags provided by Balfour Beatty. 

 The dog waste bin has been removed. Please ensure you clear up after your 
dog and put the bag in your own rubbish bin or a public litter bin. Thank you. 

 The Parish Council has: supported planning application P161699/AM, Little 
Burton Farm Lower Burton Leominster, HR6 9DJ – Proposed non material 
amendment to planning permission ref 110731/FH (Proposed 2 storey & 
single storey extensions to house and replacement garage) - addition and 
centralisation of Velux windows, additional garage doors, relocation of doors 
and windows and reversal of external stairs;  and objected to P152779/F, 
Land adjoining Orchard Farm, Eardisland – Proposed construction of 5 no 
dwellings with garages. Formation of new access and private drive and close 
existing. Demolition of outbuilding, steel framed barn, wind tunnel and 
greenhouse – Amended plans and documents.  

 Please contact Tree Warden Diana Palmer on 01544 388840 if you have any 
concerns or queries about trees in the parish, whether privately or publically 
owned. 

 Work has been undertaken to clear silt from the Mill Race, thanks to Cllr 
David Weir for his hard work. The PC is very grateful that Eardisland in Bloom 
will now be turfing the area and doing other works to make this an attractive 
area for the parish. 

 A number of PC meeting dates have been changed, the planned meetings for 
the rest of 2016 are as follows: 21 July, 8 September, 27 October and 24 
November. 

 The quarterly accounts summary of income and expenditure against budget 
is available on p. 9 and on the website. 
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Alison Sutton, Parish Clerk 
 07789 322771, Email: eardislandclerk@gmail.com 

 
  

mailto:eardislandclerk@gmail.com
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EARSDISLAND TWINNING ASSOCIATION 
 

The 2016 visit to La Vieille Lyre took 
place over the weekend of Friday 27th 
to Sunday 29th May. Our 
representatives were small in 
number, but high in commitment. 
They were: Phil and Margaret 
Milchard, Elaine Harper, Chris 
Watson, Chris Bivand and Ruth 
Brinton-Bivand. On this occasion the 
three couples travelled separately, 
rather than by coach, thus enabling 

some to combine the weekend with further travels. This worked well. 
 Our hosts were as hospitable as ever and we all enjoyed the weekend, 
with a more relaxed programme than has been the case in the past. We were 
lucky with the weather as well – you may recall the floods that hit northern 
France, Paris in particular, and these occurred only days after our visit. 
 We did have an opportunity to discuss the future of the twinning (the 
photo above, by Chris Watson, shows Michel Dessarte, the previous Mayor, 
giving his view). The discussions were too long to detail here, but suffice to say 
that both parties agreed that we should continue in whatever form seemed most 
appropriate. In particular, to include as many people, especially the young, as 
possible. 
 This was an excellent exchange and we all returned with very happy 
memories of our friends in France.   
 
EARSDISLAND TWINNING ASSOCIATION -  AGM, WEDNESDAY 13TH JULY 
 
The meeting was well-attended with a dozen present and 27 offering apologies. 

The meeting agreed the minutes of the last meeting, received a financial 
report from the Treasurer of the holding committee, Barry Freeman, heard a 
summary of the current situation and a report of the visit (see above) from the 
Chair, Ruth Brinton-Bivand, discussed ideas for the 10th anniversary of the 
twinning signing in 2007 and elected a committee to take this forward. The 
members are Chris Bivand, Ruth Brinton-Bivand, Barry Freeman, Steph Griffiths 
and Elaine Harper. 
 It is hoped to organise a varied and interesting weekend for our French 
friends and the village to celebrate the tenth anniversary of the twinning next 
year 

Chris Bivand 
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EARDISLAND VILLAGE HALL: UPDATE JULY 2016 

 
First of all a big thank you to the E team for the new planters at the front of the 
hall. They look fantastic and make a huge difference. 

Sunday 12th June saw the hall buzzing with people as we celebrated the 
90th birthday of Queen Elizabeth II. There was a great atmosphere and the food 
table was soon full with lots of delicious things, many themed around the royal 
celebrations. Everyone who came along enjoyed looking at the exhibition 
following the life of the Queen from 1926 to the present. Congratulations to 
Annette Blyth for winning the quiz and to Mavis Tantrum for winning the 
costume prize, Mavis was the only one wearing a crown! Thank you to Pat Roche 
and Edwin Thompson for kindly donating some of the material for the exhibition 
but special thanks to Caroline Marsden for all her work in putting the exhibition 
together. It was great to see the exhibition in church the following weekend 
where more people could see it at the celebratory concert. 

The next event in the village hall is the summer fun evening on Saturday 
6th August – look out for posters. Thank you to Ruth Brinton-Bivand and Patricia 
Gill for all their work to organise what should be a fun evening. “PHIL THE 
DISCO”, who was such a great success on New Year’s Eve, is back! 
 
 

 
 
 

  

 
Date for your diary….. 

Wednesday 17th August 2016 at 7.00 pm 
Village Hall AGM in the hall. The AGM will be followed at 7.30  

by the first meeting of the new committee – new members 
always welcome 

   
HELP REQUIRED 

 
Finally a question….. would you like to support the village hall but not necessarily 
come to the meetings? If so we might just have the role for you! We are looking for 
someone to help us out with admin. This is not an onerous task but just needs 
someone who is organised and happy to use a computer. If you think this could be 
you, please have a chat with Caroline Marsden (388868) to explore further. 
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EARDISLAND COMMUNITY WEBSITE REDESIGN 
 
It was recently decided that the original community website, which was designed 
and launched in 2008, was in need of a makeover in light of how the community, 
Parish Council and visitors use the site. There have been many changes to 
people’s expectations of what a website should be, not least being able to access 
it from a selection of devices. There are also now requirements for Parish 
Councils to publish more updates and documents online. 
 With this in mind a list of requirements was drawn up with help from 
the Parish Clerk and the following major changes made: 

The look and feel of the site has been simplified and updated and the 
design now adapts for use on tablets and mobile phones. It also allows better 
access from all touch screen devices. 

The content has all been updated and checked for any mistakes which 
may have crept in over the years. Some content, which was very rarely looked at, 
has been removed. We looked at historical visitor statistics to determine which 
areas of the site were most used, and have made these areas easier to access. 

An enlarged ‘Parish Council’ section has been created, and the clerk can 
now edit and upload new documents to this section. The clerk can now also add 
news items to the front page. 

A new village diary has been set up, which allows the clerk and village 
hall booking secretary to add events. All events in the village hall will now be 
added by the booking secretary and this has the benefit of the VH availability 
calendar and the main village diary always showing the correct events. 

The Visitor section has been updated, and now also includes 
sponsorship from a selection of local businesses. This sponsorship has helped pay 
towards the redesign of the website. 

It is now possible to sign up and receive email alerts for ‘Events and 
Offers’ and ‘Parish updates’. Emails will be sent out by the Parish Clerk, and we 
hope this will prove a convenient way to keep people informed. 
You can sign up directly from the front page, and can of course unsubscribe at 
any time. 

Items to be posted on the front page in the ‘Don’t Forget’ section will 
need to be emailed directly to the Parish Clerk at eardislandclerk@gmail.com  

We would be pleased to receive any comments on the new design, I can 
be contacted at ben@eardisland.org.uk   
 
 

Ben Woodcock 
 

mailto:eardislandclerk@gmail.com
mailto:ben@eardisland.org.uk
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‘Share A Care’ 
The Local Link 

Connecting the people of 
Eardisland 

 

Join us for a free cuppa and a chat  
 

Thursday  
25th August & 29th September 

 

from  
 

2.30pm  
 

in 
 

Eardisland Village Hall 
 

This is a not a club or organisation – 
there are no formal meetings.  

Everyone is invited! 
 

Together we can make a difference! 
  

https://www.google.co.uk/search?rlz=1T4ADRA_enGB417GB419&tbm=isch&q=chain+link+clip+art&revid=399078923&biw=1280&bih=835&dpr=1
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EARDISLAND W.I. REPORT 
 
In May we had a fascinating evening when we drove to Shirlheath near Kingsland 
Car Auctions to visit the Blacksmith, Owen Mabbort and his family. Owen 
informed us that he had been a traditional blacksmith for 21 years and had had a 
purpose built workshop erected. He talked whilst he made a superb poker which 
involved drawing out the mild steel length, hammering the end into a beautiful 
leaf shape, bending the next section into a scroll shape or loop to make the 
handle and winding the leaf design around the poker shaft.   
 In the next section, he gouged out channels on each face and then 
twisted it in the vice to make a candy twist design for part of its length. His 
materials were sourced locally, the coke from Bengrys at Kingsland, the metal 
from Underwoods in Hereford and the beeswax, to give a polished finish, from 
Yarpole. 

He explained that mild steel was used as it contains carbon and is 
therefore more forgiving in nature. Owen donated the poker he made for a raffle 
prize and the new owner will be very proud of this fine example of his 
work. Afterwards we partook of superb homemade cakes and scones 
together with nibbles and tea or coffee. It was an unforgettable experience but 
be warned a tad on the noisy side but would recommend it to you all. 

In June Mavis Tantrum did a quilling demonstration which involves 
rolling up thin strips of paper into various shapes and them sticking them onto 
card to make designs of flowers etc. Twelve of the members had a go at this and 
pleasing results were achieved. 

In July our "Garden Event" at Bert and Wendy Priday's home will have 
taken place, so, this will be reported in the next issue. August we have a break 
and the September 12th meeting we have a speaker, Jen Green, talking on 
"Whatever Happened to Trixie Skirme" who was evidently a local "celebrity" for 
all the wrong reasons! 

New members or visitors are always welcome. 
 

Mavis Tantrum, Eardisland W.I. Secretary 
Kingfisher House, Eardisland   01544 387972 

 
MORTIMER MEDICAL PRACTICE PATIENT PARTICIPATION GROUP (PPG) 
 
The Practice is finding an increase in the number of telephone lines that have a 
facility to bar calls from hidden numbers. Some more recent services do not tell 
the caller the line is blocked so the surgery think the call is not being answered as 
there appears to be no-one in. If anyone has this facility on their phone could 
they please inform the surgery. You will find when the surgery rings your home 
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number and you have a call display facility it will be a withheld number, this is to 
prevent ring back on their system. 
 
New services for the Practice: 
 
From the end of June, a Dietician who specialises in diabetes will be working in 
either Kingsland or Leintwardine surgeries every other Monday. If you are a 
diabetic and would like diet advice, please book an appointment. 
 
Hearing Aid Clinic: 
 
The provider for this service has recently changed and the service is now being 
offered every other week in Kingsland and Leintwardine surgeries. Scrivens who 
are the provider of this service will be holding a clinic for a hearing test for 
anyone aged over 55 years of age. To book an appointment please ask at 
reception. 
 
Blood tests: 
 
The Practice does not normally telephone patients with blood results. Your GP 
will contact you if any results give concern. Reception staff can give results of 
normal tests but will ask a GP to contact you if needed. Results can be accessed 
by patients online but you require a password. This can be done by asking at 
reception. 

The Practice is trying to compile a list of locations of defibrillators within 
the Practice area. 
Currently they know of the following, 
 
Orleton   Surgery bicycle park 
Kingsland  Markham's garage 
Leintwardine  Library 
All 3 GP surgeries  
Wigmore  Sports Centre 
Shobdon   Aero club reception 
Eardisland  Please see Parish Clerk’s report on page 7 
  
If anyone knows of any other locations please e-mail gene.clark@nhs.nett or 
telephone me and I will inform Gene. Thank you. 

Diane Lee 
  01544 387685 

 

mailto:gene.clark@nhs.nett
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SERVICES AT CHURCH OF ST MARY THE VIRGIN, EARDISLAND 
 
Priest-in-Charge:  Rev. Julie Read 
    07826 194400, rev.julie@btinternet.com 
    01568 708255 
Churchwardens   Beryl Hoda, Arrow Lawn, Eardisland  
      01544 388131 
                                                Dian Cope, Downome, Eardisland 
                                                 01544 388317 
   
Deputy Churchwarden:                      Richard Kirby 01544 388810  
Deputy Churchwarden and Treasurer:       Peter Brown 01544 388389 
Deputy Churchwarden and Organist:         Annette Blyth 01544 388241 
 

 
Sunday 10th July  

9.30 am Morning Prayer Eardisland 
 

Sunday 17th July 
9.30 am Holy Communion and 

Baptism 
Eardisland 

 

Sunday 24th July 
9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 
 
Sunday 31st July  
6 pm Benefice Songs of Praise Kingsland 
 

Sunday 7th August 
10.30 am Benefice Service – Sung Holy 

Communion with 
refreshments 

Aymestry 
 

 

Sunday 14th August 

10.30 am Benefice Service – Sung Holy 
Communion with 
refreshments 

Kingsland 
 

 

mailto:rev.julie@btinternet.com
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Sunday 21st August 

10.30 am Benefice Service – Taizé 
service with refreshments 
 

Eardisland (NB – this is 
the ONLY service at 
Eardisland in August) 

 
Sunday 28th August 
10.30 am Benefice Service – 

Lammastide Holy 
Communion with 
refreshments 

Leinthall Earles 

 
Sunday 3rd September 
9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

 
Sunday 10th September 
9.30 am  Morning Prayer Eardisland 

 

FROM REV. JULIE READ 

 

We had wonderful celebrations for the Queen’s 90th birthday at the church: a 

new flagpole and flags, a super concert in church with Rhyader Male Voice Choir 

and Emma Powell, and a service of thanksgiving in church. For me it was lovely to 

see Emma (Kath Morgan’s granddaughter) again, and to hear her sing. I had 

heard her while she was at school, before going to university to study singing in 

Cardiff, and now she appeared with an elegant poise and a refined and beautiful 

voice. Thank you Emma for sharing that with us. Thank you also to Richard Kirby 

and his team for masterminding the flagpole project. Eardisland Church 

presented each of the families at the local primary school with a copy of the book 

“The Servant Queen, and the King she serves”. It is a lovely book that celebrated 

the Queen’s service to the country and the importance of her Christian Faith 

which has been an inspiration to her. When she was just 13 she gave her father, 

King George 6th, a poem that she thought might be useful for his Christmas 

broadcast in December 1939 as the country once again was plunged into war. 

The words she gave him were by Minnie Haskins: I said to the man who stood at 

the Gate of the Year “Give me a light that I may tread safely into the unknown.” 

And he replied “Go out into the darkness, and put your hand into the hand of 

God. That shall be to you better than light, and safer than a known way.”  
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Our country is in flux at the moment and the politicians are in a state of 

disarray. The time ahead will not be an easy one and we need to pray for those 

who hold for us the responsibility for our nation in their hands. May they find a 

way through the months ahead that will ensure peace, safety and a secure place 

for our nation within the global markets, and across the borders of our world. We 

pray for those whose work and lives are immediately affected by the referendum 

decision. We pray too for our own conversations and thoughts as we hear of a 

rise of hate crimes in the country – may we take care to guard our words. The 

bible talks of relationships of love and trust, it is something more than law or 

contract, it is of covenant, of deep concern and care for the other. As we look to 

those relationships we have with others (and for Eardisland that includes the 

twinning with La Vieille Lyre in France) may we treasure those relationships we 

have with others and look out for those who are fearful and uncertain about the 

future.  

Thank you to those who showed me kindness last month as family 

matters took a priority in my life for a while. For now, it is a time of fetes, school 

holidays and many visitors to our county. In our churches there will be a summer 

safari of services – one service in the group of parishes at 10.30am each Sunday 

with refreshments after - August 7th “You must be joking” – with myself at the 

helm at Aymestrey, August 14th “What do you want me to do and be?” Preacher 

Rev Dr Neil Richardson at Kingsland, August 21st “Space to pray” a Taize service at 

Eardisland and August 28th “Feeding the 5000” a Lammas Service at Leinthall. Let 

us enjoy the summer and enjoy each other’s company.  
 
RAISING THE FLAG 
 
Many of you will have noticed the new flag pole on the Church Tower, and that 
to mark particular occasions the relevant flag is hoisted, so that sometimes the 
flag flying will be the Union Jack, and at other times it will be the flag of St 
George.  Because flags have to be raised, lowered and changed, someone has to 
go up the tower to do the work, and we are looking for a number of fit and able 
people to join a Flag flying roster. The task will be to change, raise and lower the 
flag when required. 
 
If you are interested and would be prepared to join this select band then please 
ring Richard Kirby,  01544 388810    
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YOUR SHOP NEEDS YOU! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Eardisland Community Shop is run entirely by volunteers. No one 
takes a penny in earnings. 
 
We aim to open from 8am until 4/5 pm Monday to Saturday and 
10am until 2pm on Sundays. This equates to 52 hours a week. 
However, without further volunteers coming forward, especially to 
cover the holiday period, this may no longer be possible. 
 
Just one hour a week, fortnight or even a month would make a big 
difference. 
 
But….. I don’t know what I’m doing from one day to the next….. No 
problem! No need to sign up until the day before, or even ring the 
shop that morning to see if there are any slots that need filling. 
 
But….It’s not for me…….How do you know until you try! You’ll be 
surprised at how many of our volunteers felt the same at one time! 
 
But…… shop work isn’t for men….. The largest percentage of our 
volunteers is men who thought ‘shop work wasn’t for them’! 
 
But…..I’m too old! ……You are never too old! 
 
But ……I could never work the till! …… It’s easy! Ask anyone who 
already volunteers. Training and help is always available and you 
would never be left on your own until you felt confident. Why not 
‘buddy up’ and come as a pair. 
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The Village Hall 

Saturday 3rd September 2016 

2.00 – 4.30 pm 

 

Prizes will be awarded at 4.00 pm 

  £1 admission charge for adults 

Children free 
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Section A  COOKERY 
                                                                                                                                                                                                   
1 A Victoria Sandwich (see recipe on entry form) 
2 A jar of homemade jam 
3 A jar of homemade chutney 
4 A tray bake (please specify) 
5 A 1lb white loaf (MEN ONLY) 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
Section B     WINE 
                                                                                                    
6 A bottle of home-made wine 
7 A flavoured spirit 
8 A non-alcoholic drink 
                                                                              
Section C   FLORAL ART 
No artificial fruit or flowers.   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
9 A hand tied posy (may be displayed in a jug)  
10 Autumn display of natural foliage (base max 45 cm x 45 cm) 
 
Section D  HANDICRAFT 
 
11 A pin cushion 
12 An item of jewellery 
13 An item of cross-stitch/embroidery 
14 An item of handicraft (men only) (max 30cm x 30cm) 
 
Section E    HORTICULTURE - Division 1 
 
15         Megan Lloyd Trophy- A yellow rose (not a tight bud please) 
16 Roses (3 flowers, different varieties) 
17 Sweet peas (5 stems, any colour) 
18 Garden flowers (3 stems, different flowers) 
 

     HORTICULTURE- Division 2 
19 3 cooking apples 
20 ‘Allotment in a wheelbarrow’. Any size 

barrow containing flowers, fruit or 
vegetables) 
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21 A display of garden vegetables in a 30cm x 30cm tray / box 
22 A hand-tied bunch of fresh herbs (may be displayed in a jug) 
23 ‘My pride and joy’ (1 item of produce) 
 
Section F    PHOTOGRAPHY 
Maximum 7” x 5” mounted (size including mount not more than 9” x 7”) 
This is because of limited display space as this section is so popular 
Please put your name and the class number on the back 
 
24 A ‘selfie’ 
25 A family event 
26 Winter in Eardisland (Winter 2015/2016 - must be dated) 
27 A black and white photograph 
 
Section G    ART 
Pictures may be mounted but not glazed. Stretched canvases are acceptable 
 
28 A floral miniature (any medium, max 8cm x 8cm) 
29 A drawing and watercolour wash (Herefordshire view, max 60cm x 

60cm) 
30 Sunset/sunrise (Acrylic/oils) 
 
Section H     CREATIVE WRITING 

Your entries should be placed, with the completed entry form stating your name 

and address plus fees, in a sealed envelope marked ‘Show – Creative Writing’.  

Please do not write your name on the entry itself. The envelopes should be 

handed in before Monday 22nd August. (Please use another form for your entries 

in other categories) 

31 A limerick starting with: “An owl who was stuck up a tree…” 
32 A Countryside Walk (fictional prose, max 500 words) 
33     A newspaper report of an Olympic event (max 500 words) 
 
Section J       CHILDREN 

Children of 16 and over are encouraged to enter the adult categories.  Please put 
your age on the Entry Form so that it may be taken into consideration by the 
judges. 
Children under 5 
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34 A playdough creation (max 30cm x 30cm) 
35  A rainbow - any medium (max 30cm x 30cm) 
 
Children 5-10 
 
36 Cheese straws 
37 Floral exhibit in a jam-jar 
38 A Lego construction model not to exceed 30cm in any direction 
 
Children 11-15 
 
39 A scone- sweet or savoury 
40         Floral exhibit: ‘Harvest’ (max 30cm x 30cm) 
41 A computer designed poster advertising an event to ‘decorate the 

Christmas tree’ at the Church. (December 17th, 11.00 am) 
 
Section K     JUST FOR A LAUGH… (entries free and open to all ages) 
 
42 Longest runner bean 
43 Heaviest apple 
44 Vegetable animal 
45 Tallest sunflower – aged 16 and over 
46 Tallest sunflower- under 16s 
(Tallest sunflower classes sponsored by Eardisland in Bloom. Seeds and details of 
how to enter will be in the Village Shop in March). 
 

Entry Forms available from the Village Shop from July. 
Entry forms may be returned up to 5.00pm on Friday 26th August with the 
exception of creative writing entries which must be in by Monday 22nd August  
 

Late entries will, regretfully, not be accepted. 
 
Entries cost 40p per item for adults. Children may enter free of charge in the 
Children's Sections, but fee payable in adult section. Please place your entries 
and fees in an envelope marked “SHOW” and hand in to one of the addresses 
shown on the Entry Form 
Entries to be taken to the Village Hall on Saturday 3rd September  
between 9am and 10.30am 
 
Prize money not collected by 5.00pm will be returned to Show funds 
 



25 
 
 

EARDISLAND VILLAGE SHOW 2016: ENTRY FORM 
 

Please circle numbers of classes you wish to enter 
Each entry costs 40p for adults, children free in Children Section only. 
 
Place your entry and cash in a sealed envelope marked ‘SHOW’ 
Take your envelope to one of the addresses shown over leaf 
Entries should be in by Friday 26th August. 
 
COOKERY  A1 A2 A3 A4 A5 
 
WINE   B6 B7 B8  
 
FLORAL ART  C9 C10   
 
HANDICRAFT  D11 D12 D13 D14 
 
HORTICULTURE E15     E16      E17     E18     E19      E20    E21     E22     

E23 
 
PHOTOGRAPHY  F24 F25 F26 F27 
 
ART   G28 G29 G30 
 
WRITING  H31 H32 H33   see notes on schedule  
 
CHILDREN  J34   J35     J36    J37   J38   J39    J40     J41 
 
JUST FOR A LAUGH K42 K43 K44    K45    K46 
 
FULL NAME.................................................................................................... 
 
TELEPHONE NUMBER .................................................................................... 
 
AGE IF 15 YRS AND UNDER............................................................................. 
. 
RULES OF THE SHOW 
 
Exhibits must be your own work. Judges’ decisions are final. 
Money not claimed by 5pm on the show day will be returned to funds. 
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Is proud to host 
 

‘Murder on the Terrace’ – Sunday 7th August, 5:00pm 
 

Adults £13.00, Children £7.00 
 

Open Air Theatre Tickets are available by: 
Telephone – Burton Court on 01544 388222 

Online – www.heartbreakproductions.co.uk/ticketsales  
In Person - Leominster TIC, Corn Square, Leominster 

 
LOOK FORWARD TO THESE SUMMER EVENTS! 
 

OPEN GARDENS – BANK HOLIDAY WEEKEND 
 

SATURDAY 27TH, SUNDAY 28Th, MONDAY 29TH AUGUST: 11.00AM DAILY 
 

Tickets £5 * Parking * Toilets * Teas * Draw 
All at Eardisland Village Hall. 

A wide variety of gardens to enjoy 
 
 

ANNUAL HOSPICE COFFEE MORNING 
 

RAISING VITAL FUNDS FOR OUR FELLOW HEREFORDIANS IN GREATEST NEED 
 

THURSDAY 1ST SEPTEMBER 
10.30am – midday 

 
£3 with coffee/tea and biscuits 

 
EARDISLAND TEA ROOMS AND GARDEN ROOM 

 
Ample parking on site  

http://www.heartbreakproductions.co.uk/ticketsales
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EARDISLAND COMMUNITY SHOP 
 

At the Eardisland Community Shop 
AGM the serving committee stood 
down in line with the constitution. Four 
members of the committee did not 
seek re-election and four new 
volunteers were elected along with the 
three remaining members. The 
following officers were then elected: 
Chair: Margaret Milchard, Vice Chair: 
David Wallis, Secretary: Edwin 
Thompson, Treasurer: Lynn Evans, 
members: Chris Evans, Mandy Vernon, 
Shelley Connop. 
 Exiting Chair Albert Sheffield, was 
presented with an original painting of 
the Dovecote/Shop painted by Brian 
Pollard, in recognition of all the work 
he had put into making our community 
shop a success. He and exiting 
members Joyce Sheffield, Katie Cook 

and Dian Cope were also presented with wine/flowers as a gift from the three 
remaining members. 
 Over the coming weeks we hope to introduce some exciting new local 
produce, so please come in and give them a try. By the time you read this we will 
have a supply of ‘Three Fruity Ladies’ jams in stock to replace ‘Jayne’s Jars’. Jayne 
is no longer producing jam and our new supplier is from Shobdon and uses only 
home-grown produce. We also hope to have a supply of bread from ‘Swift’s 
Bakery’ once delivery details have been agreed. 
 The new committee hope that everyone will continue to support the 
shop, both as customers and volunteers. Even though it seems the shop is always 
open and staffed, this is only due to a small number of invaluable villagers and a 
lot of cajoling from David Wallis each morning! Thank you David for successfully 
filling the rota each day. Just one hour a day, week or even a month would make 
so much difference, especially during the coming holiday period. 
 

Eardisland Community Shop Committee 
 
Picture: the souk in Sousse, Tunisia. The shop gets everywhere! 
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EARDISLAND IN BLOOM 
 
Whilst the weather has been disappointing overall, the rain has kept away on 
Thursday mornings, which means the E Team has been able to continue 
improvements, particularly to the front of the Manor House wall. We’re pleased 
to have received positive feedback but we would also wish to give credit to the 
Manor House owners and management for the numerous changes they’ve made 
in the gardens, which include repairing the wall, particularly by the dovecote, 
removing overgrown trees which were causing damage and planting young fruit 
trees which should look a picture come next Spring.  

Fundraising is very important to In Bloom and without your valued 
support our work could not continue. The annual Plant Sale in May was 
extraordinarily busy, with almost every item selling. As a result, a record £440 
profit was raised, a magnificent achievement.  The collection box near the 
dovecote is also bringing in a steady trickle of money and we are looking forward 
to the Craft Fair in October, but more of that later. 

So what are we doing with the money we are raising? Well we continue 
to pay the rent and insurance for the children’s allotment, which remains 
popular. Two new planters have been purchased and placed outside the village 
hall. As mentioned earlier a lengthy new border has been created and planted in 
front of the Manor House and we are currently in talks with a contractor to turf 
the area adjacent to the dovecote, which will cost several hundred pounds. In 
time we expect this area to become a beauty spot instead of an eyesore, possibly 
with planted borders, a tree and a picnic bench.  
 
Craft & Produce Fair 
 
This event, to be held on Saturday 22nd October, between 10am – 4pm in St 
Mary’s Church, is a joint fund raiser together with Eardisland P.C.C. Stalls were 
fully booked months ago, with every available space taken, bar the choir stalls 
and bell tower. The village hall will be open between 0830 - 1100 for a Big 
Breakfast and afterwards for light lunches, hot drinks and cakes.  
We are urgently looking for volunteers who will be required throughout the day 
to help on the door, with parking on the recreation ground and serving food. If 
you can help, if only for an hour, please call Phil on 388097.  
In the September issue of this magazine we will list all the stallholders attending, 
together with their type of crafts. Remember to keep this date free and tell your 
friends about it. It is going to be fun and we’re hopeful it will be very well 
supported. 
 

Phil Milchard  Chris Watson  Wendy Cross 
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EARDISLAND BOWLS CLUB 
 
Eardisland bowls club are continuing their fine run of wins in 
the Hereford Men’s League with a win on both rinks away to 
Ross. Eardisland are now three points ahead in division two. 
The club have had a few disappointments with five friendly 
matches being called off due to the bad weather and teams 
being unable to find enough players. On a good note, the club 

have welcomed two new players from the village, Barbara and Norman Kay, who 
are both settling well into the game and are now playing in friendly interclub 
matches. 

Eardisland Bowls Club will always welcome new members and bowls are 
available, with club nights on Tuesdays at six p.m. Please bring flat shoes if you 
wish to play. 

Enquiries to Doug Tantrum  
 01544 387972 or email 

dougtantrum@hotmail.com  
SOME HISTORY OF EARDISLAND 

 
       This continues the last section of my contribution to Edition No.155 of this 
publication. That was a brief discussion of the early history of our Parish Church, 
including the connection, on which Eardisland Twinning Association is founded, 
with Lyre Abbey in Normandy. 
       I finished that by saying: But whatever the circumstances.......by 1172 Lyre 
Abbey was involved with, and benefitting from, the Church in Eardisland. 
       The connection with Lyre continued until 1415 when the property in England 
of various monastic establishments was added by the Crown to the endowment 
of Shene Priory in Surrey. Shene had been founded in 25th September 1414 by 
King Henry V. 
       The present nave of the church was built c.1200, perhaps with a tower at the 
west end. [RCHM, Vol.3, page 45]. Another source suggests that, impliedly the 
earliest, tower of the church was added in the 14th century, but the reason for 
stating this is not given and is therefore not to be relied upon. Three sources 
maintain that the earliest tower dated to the 15th century [Reverend Birley’s 
‘Record Book’, the current ‘Short Guide’ available in the church, and Reeves 
Notebook No.10, page 35]. 
       Whatever the date of this earlier tower, there is no doubting that by circa 
1683, probably much earlier, there was a spire on the tower, as shown in a 
drawing by Thomas Dingley. [Dingley, Thomas History from Marble. Circa 1683. 
reprinted by the Cambden Society in 1867]. A little later, circa 1712-1718, Hill’s 
Manuscript also shows a spire, as does Taylor’s Map of 1754.   

mailto:dougtantrum@hotmail.com
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       However, by the early 1700s the tower and/or spire had fallen into disrepair. 
There are several versions of what happened, and when. These I have dealt with 
in a separate Paper which can be made available by email to anybody who may 
want a copy. From the records I myself have seen, I am fully inclined to agree 
with what is said by the most recent writer on the subject, D. Paul [Paul, D. “Why 
so Few? Rebuilding Country Churches in Herefordshire, 1662-1762”. Published by 
The Friends of the Centre for English Local History. 2005]. The easiest way to take 
this topic forward is to quote from her work: 
       ...at Eardisland. The tower there has been attributed to several different dates 
in the first half of the eighteenth century.......The tower was first described ( at a 
vestry meeting) as ruinous and likely to fall and crush the nave in 1750, but 
nothing was done until 1758...when the vestry ordered that the spire and 
battlements be taken down. The parish was cited several times between 1758 
and 1760 and finally confirmed that the work was finished and the bells rehung in 
1761. 
       My review of the Vestry Minutes [HAS AJ32/58] reveals that, within the 
timescale quoted by D. Paul, all was not straightforward. In my Paper ‘The Tower 
of Eardisland Church’ I set out the full story and summarise with the words:  
       Of the records contemporary with the events described in them the only ones 
I have myself so far studied [HAS AJ32/58 and 59] indicate that in 1749 the 
steeple (spire) was in great decay and very ruinous and that it was not possible to 
repair it: there was concern that it would damage the tower and nave if it fell. 
The churchwardens were instructed to get the Bishop’s permission to pull it down. 
       Nothing is then recorded until 1757 when payments were made which 
indicate that a mason had looked at the ‘Steple’ and 40 loads of stone, and 
materials for making mortar were on site. That was in February and April 1757; 
and later that year, on November the 21st 1757, the Vestry agreed that the arch 
between the ‘steple’ and the church should be made up. Then in January 1758 a 
Vestry meeting ordered that the spire be taken down immediately and the 
battlements round the top of the tower also. Not until 4th March 1760 did the 
Vestry appoint a builder (Hooper of Yarpole) to demolish and rebuild the tower. 
       My understanding of all this is that the Vestry recognised a problem with the 
spire in 1749, but nothing was done. Eight years later a by then rapidly 
deteriorating structure (spire, battlements, tower and all), forced them into, by 
their standards, rapid action. Demolition and rebuild of the tower itself followed 
in 1760. 
       After 1760 the records speak for themselves; nothing major being done but, 
after an initial gap, fairly continuous minor works and, perhaps, further small 
alterations being evidenced. 
       There is no suggestion in records where it would be expected to find it 
mentioned, that the spire/steple/tower ever actually fell down. 
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       Relevant to that last point, the number of bells in the tower at the relevant 
times, and the inscriptions on them, is not so straightforward as has sometimes 
been written. But with the Editor’s red pen poised ready to cut me short, for the 
moment suffice it to say that of the five bells in the tower in 1898, one was dated 
1798, two were dated 1728 and two bore no date at all [HAS BM81/1/19]. 

To be continued 

George Alderson 
Email: gwawestwayes@btinternet.com  

 
THE MYSTERY OF WILLIAM BREWSTER’S LIBRARY: CONTINUED 
 
In the last edition of this magazine I suggested that the attics of Eardisland should 
be carefully examined for a possible discovery of a 1685 Shakespeare 4th Folio 
edition which was known to have been in the library of William Brewster and 
which has subsequently disappeared.  He had lived in Burton Court from his birth 
in 1665 until he qualified as a physician and built his famous house in Widemarsh 
Street in Hereford. He died in 1715. The initials of his son, Benjamin, can still be 
seen engraved in the wall marking the boundary with Burton Lane at the north 
end (dated 1733). 

An article written by F.C.Morgan and presented to the Woolhope Club in 
1963 states that his extensive and eclectic library, containing perhaps 2,000 
books, “included Shakespeare’s 4th Folio (1685), Chaucer, Gower’s Confessio 
Amantis, Drayton, Ben Jonson, Cervantes in Spanish and in English, Milton and 
others..” On his death, his will stated that his library should be distributed 
between St John’s College Oxford (where he had been a student), the Bodleian 
Library in Oxford and Hereford Cathedral Chained Library.  

Our history group decided to make some enquiries over the years to 
discover which of his books were in Oxford. Following the details published in 
this magazine in May, letters were sent to the Librarian of St John’s College. He 
responded with some useful information, stating that they did indeed have a 
considerable selection of books donated by William Brewster; he had records of 
about 100 items in fact. He noted that they seem to be on a wide miscellany of 
subjects, although chiefly those with a medical bent. Among his books placed in a 
recent exhibition in St John’s College, were his copy of John Wilkins’s Discoverie 
of a new world and of Richard Lower’s Tractatus de corde; Nehemiah Grew’s An 
idea of a phytological history propounded: together with a continuation of the 
anatomy of vegetables, particularly prosecuted upon roots. And an account of the 
vegetation of roots grounded chiefly thereupon. 1673; John Worlidge’s Vinetum 
Britannicum: or, A treatise of cider, and such other wines and drinks that are 
extracted from all manner of fruits growing in this kingdom.  Together with the 
method of propagating all sorts of vinous fruit-trees and a description of the new-

mailto:gwawestwayes@btinternet.com
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invented ingenio or mill, for the more expeditious and better making of cider. And 
also the right method of making metheglin and birch-wine. 1676. (Metheglin: 
traditional mead with herbs and spices). 

The librarian concluded that the 4th Folio was not amongst the books 
they held from his library (although they did hold one 2nd Shakespeare Folio but 
from another source.) However, since a 2nd Folio had also been recently 
discovered in a country house on the Isle of Bute by Professor Emma Smith (an 
Oxford based academic) I wrote to her asking if she could trace the whereabouts 
of the Brewster 4th Folio. Initially, she stated that she had found that it is not at St 
John’s, but she was following up the provenance of two Bodleian copies. She 
later reported on her investigations having checked both the copies of the 4th 
Folio held by the Bodleian library. She said that neither were from Brewster; (one 
came to the library from Malone’s collection in the 1820s and the other via a 
dealer in 1917). She said she was sorry to say that she had drawn a blank on the 
search.  However, having now provided her with a copy of the source material 
which details the story of the Brewster library, she may continue to pursue the 
missing Folio from his collection. 

William Brewster sounds to have been an unusual character. At school 
(Hereford Cathedral) he mastered Latin and Greek and other modern languages 
and was well versed in Divinity. In Oxford he took four degrees before moving to 
Gloucester and Brecon finally settling in Hereford as a physician. He was a man of 
considerable learning and was conversant with the progress of science for the 
age in which he lived. He was described as being ‘of middle size, lame and stump 
footed’ although an oil painting of him makes him appear as a good looking 
friendly young man with dark eyebrows and a well-shaped mouth. It is not 
certain as to how good a doctor he was, once having been accused of ‘slaying a 
patient’ by administering an unsuccessful medicine which led to a major dispute 
between him and the patient’s family.  When he died in 1715 his remarkable 
collection of books was dispersed. Those that went to Hereford’s chained library 
covered topics such as Divinity, Ethics, Natural Philosophy, Natural History and 
Geography.  

Books which went to other places in Oxford included works on 
Mathematics, Gardening, Agriculture, Heraldry, Coins, Gems, Geology and other 
branches of science.  A commentator said “there is scarcely a subject of interest 
to any educated person of the period which is not fairly represented.”  

In 2005, the Hereford historian David Whitehead was asked to write a 
chapter in the book which the history group published in 2006 ‘A Case Study of 
Burton Court’. We were interested to receive his views about the history of the 
gardens of Burton Court and how a physician might have used them for purposes 
of medicinal planting. In his analysis he suggested that in view of the wonderful 
collection of books which pertained to gardening and horticulture, Burton Court 
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was almost certainly the finest repository of gardening knowledge in 
Herefordshire if not the Welsh border at that time. Whitehead said, “surely, such 
riches were not simply for academic reference, but formed, perhaps a working 
library for a working garden”. He went on to say “in 1733 and probably as late as 
circa 1800 Burton Court was surrounded by formal gardens and terraces.” 
Unfortunately, the gardening books Brewster may have used (and perhaps 
annotated) are still difficult to access and would require time much spent in 
Oxford to examine them all. 

In addition, there were the remarkable works of literature which he had 
owned, one of which was the now lost Shakespeare 4th Folio. Perhaps this calls 
for another more detailed attic search in the houses of Eardisland, unless 
Professor Emma Smith turns up trumps. 

Paul Selfe 
 
EARDISLAND WEATHER FOCUS 

 
The weather in May for Eardisland began 
to show signs of spring with temperatures 
rising from 11 to 24 degrees although, with 
still plenty of rain 56mm (2.2 inches). 

The barometer dropping from 
29.74 to 29.3 on the 11th bringing 16mm 
(0.6 inches) of rain and on the 21st, 20mm 
(0.78 inches). The river behaving itself 
ranging from 8 - 17 inches. 

June has hardly been flaming after temperatures of 27 degrees early on 
and despite having 9 days of no rain, on the 14th and 15th with the barometer 
dropping from 29.74 to 29.00 we had 40mm (1.5 inches) of rain bringing the total 
rainfall for June to 90mm (3.5 inches) the river only rising to 18 inches. 
The equivalent rainfall for 2015 was May 78mm (3inches) and June 15mm (0.59 
inches) 
 Nature-wise the bunnies have been busy this spring with lots of babies 
running around, so far no signs of the fly catchers. Bullfinches have been feeding 
on the seed heads, a pair of jays have been seen in the garden, also a heron has 
been sitting in the early mornings on the back lawn - and two kingfishers have 
been spotted so far. 

Doug Tantrum, reporting from Kingfisher House 
 01544387972 
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THE UNION JACK OR THE UNION FLAG? 
 
When the ‘Union Jack’ was first 
introduced in 1606, it was 
known simply as ‘the British 
flag’ or ‘the flag of Britain’, and 
was ordered to be flown at the 
main masthead of all ships, 
warships and merchant ships, 
of both England and Scotland. 

The first use of the 
name ‘Union’ appears in 1625. 
There are various theories as 

how it became known as the ‘Union Jack’, but most of the evidence points to the 
name being derived from the use of the word ‘jack’ as a diminutive. This word 
was in use before 1600 to describe a small flag flown from the small mast 
mounted on the bowsprit, and by 1627 it appears that a small version of the 
Union flag was commonly flown in this position. For some years it was called just 
‘the Jack’, or ‘Jack flag’, or ‘the King’s Jack’, but by 1674, while formally referred 
to as ‘His Majesty’s Jack’, it was commonly called the Union Jack, and this was 
officially acknowledged.  

In the 18th century the small mast on the bowsprit was replaced by 
staysails on the stays between the bowsprit and the foremast. By this time the 
Ensign had become the principal naval distinguishing flag, so it became the 
practice to fly the Union Jack only in harbour, on a specially rigged staff in the 
bows of the ships, the jackstaff. It should thus be noted that the jack flag had 
existed for over a hundred and fifty years before the jack staff came into being, 
and its name was related to its size rather than to the position in which it was 
flown. 

It is often stated that the Union Flag should only be described as the 
Union Jack when flown in the bows of a warship, but this is a relatively recent 
idea. From early in its life the Admiralty itself frequently referred to the flag as 
the Union Jack, whatever its use, and in 1902 an Admiralty Circular announced 
that Their Lordships had decided that either name could be used officially. Such 
use was given Parliamentary approval in 1908 when it was stated that “the Union 
Jack should be regarded as the National flag”. 

Cdr Bruce Nicolls OBE RN (Retd) 
 
Taken from the internet, ‘Wikipedia’. Ed. 
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