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The World War One exhibition, currently in Eardisland Church, St Mary the Virgin, 
is well worth seeing – as are the photographs and other exhibits. You do not need 
to be a church-goer and the exhibition is free, but a financial contribution would, 
of course, be greatly appreciated. 
If you can, look at this photo on the village’s website: www.eardisland.org.uk    
 

http://www.eardisland.org.uk/
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EDITORIAL 
 
I am writing this just a short time before departing for the Eardisland Twinning 
Association visit to France and it will be a real pleasure to see our French friends 
again. Sadly, all my plans for the garden have been put on hold by the really odd 
weather – I’ve known snow in May in the past, but not so many frosty nights. 
Planting hasn’t seemed a good idea. 
 I am sorry to have to publish another obituary, that of Paul Simner – 
page 4. Our condolences go to friends and family. 
 The E-team seems to have been particularly busy recently keeping the 
village in good order, which is often not appreciated as much as it should be. It’s 
an attractive village and the team’s work makes it even more so. 
 The elections for the Police and Crime Commissioner took place on 
Thursday 5th May, with a turn-out of 21.27%. The winner was John Campion. 
Well, I don’t know about you, but I received absolutely nothing by way of 
information about the candidates, just a poll card. When I did a little research on 
the internet, I did glean some background data, but why should I have to do this? 
If candidates want my vote they have to work for it. And, as an aside, why is the 
role of Police Commissioner ‘political’, each candidate was labelled by political 
party or as independent. Surely policing should relate to the particular problems 
in any given area, be it town or country, which are not to do with political parties. 
All we need is good and effective policing, properly overseen. 
 Anyway, I hope you enjoy what remains of spring and early summer. 

Chris Bivand 
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EARDISLAND VILLAGE DIARY 2015/2016 
 

Thursday 26th May Share a Care, VH, 2.30pm 

Thursday 26th May Annual Meeting of the Parish Council, 
VH, 7.30pm 

W/W 28 – 30th May ETA visit to France 

6-22nd June Carers Week, page 20 

Sunday 12th June Bring and Share Lunch, page 13 

Thursday 16th June Parish Council, VH, 7.30pm 

Saturday 18th June Royal Birthday Concert, page 14 

Wednesday 22nd June Community Shop AGM, page 19 

Sunday 26th June Open Gardens, see page 12 

Thursday 30th June Share a Care, page 22 

Friday 8th July COPY DATE Friday 22nd July - projected distribution 

Wednesday 13th July Twinning Association AGM, page 15 

Thursday 21st July Parish Council, VH, 7.30pm 

Thursday 28th July Share a Care, page 22 

Saturday 6th August Summer Fun in  Village Hall, page 16 

Saturday 3rd September Eardisland Village Show 

Thursday 8th September Parish Council, VH, 7.30pm 

Friday 9th September COPY DATE Friday 23rd September - projected 
distribution 

Saturday 22nd October Craft and Produce Fair, Church and VH 

Thursday 27th October Parish Council, VH, 7.30pm 

Friday 4th November COPY DATE Friday 18th November - projected 
distribution 

Thursday 24th November Parish Council, VH, 7.30pm 

 
Please note that changes have been made to the dates of some Parish Council 
Meetings. The above are the amended dates. 
 
‘WHO’S WHO’ AND ‘ORGANISATIONS’ 
 
Please note that Rev. Julie Read’s telephone number, mobile, has changed to: 
 

07826 194400 
 

Please alter your copy of the insert in the last (March) edition accordingly. 
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OBITUARY 
 
PAUL SIMNER 14TH JANUARY 1965 – 9TH MARCH 2016 
 

Paul was born and brought up in Dilwyn.  
From a young age it was clear that he 
was an extremely practical and creative 
person.  He had the ability to take apart 
and fix almost anything. 
At 16 he left school and went into his 
first job, which was for Edward and 
Yvonne at Rhydimoor farm.  He worked 
there for many years. He started with 
the dairy herd and milking progressed to 

arable and potatoes, then poultry rearing - he later gained his HGV licence. They 
said they never heard Paul raise his voice or lose his temper and he was a gentle, 
kind person. 

Paul also worked for Skymark, PRB, building horse boxes, and for Amey 
Grounds Maintenance.  He was a hard worker throughout his life.  Paul then 
worked with his good friend Dave after being made redundant from Amey.  They 
got on extremely well and Paul really enjoyed his time working with Dave. Paul’s 
work with Dave was very varied.  He enjoyed all aspects of his work, including the 
travelling which took him as far afield as Scotland and Ireland. 

Paul and Caroline met 25 years ago in The Cross pub in Eardisland.  At 
that time Paul had a fluorescent pink chopper motorbike.  They got chatting, and 
then Paul offered Caroline a ride on his ‘pink chopper’!  She obviously couldn’t 
refuse, and their relationship blossomed from there.  They had a very strong 
relationship, sharing lots of interests, including going to the bulldog bash motor 
bike shows, and enjoyed many holidays and away-days together.   

They did lots of travelling, going away together with their dog Bud four 
or five times a year in their caravan or in the VW camper.  They’d visit Cornwall, 
the south coast, the Welsh coast and more recently the Isle of Wight.  They loved 
surfing, sea fishing and taking Bud on lots of coastal path walks. 

Paul loved tinkering with vehicles, whether this was one of his own cars 
or motorbikes, or one that one of his friends or family had dropped round for him 
to fix! This enabled Paul to spend time in his shed where he was very happy. 
There’s a VW camper that Paul had started working on outside his house right 
now.  In fact, he worked tirelessly on restoring the very Camper that brought him 
to his funeral. 

He could turn his hand to anything practical – plumbing, electrics, 
carpentry - you name it he would have a go.  
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The only thing he said he couldn’t do was fill in forms.  Although he always 
seemed to manage to navigate the internet and order his vehicle parts without 
any trouble! 

Character-wise Paul was like a big kid.  He always had time for the 
children in the family and got on very well with them all.  Gemma and Craig, 
being the eldest, enjoyed special treatment as he terrorised them both when 
they were young!  However, these days you would be more likely to see him 
sitting at the table colouring and doing crafts, glitter glue, having his face painted, 
all with grandkids climbing all over him.  He also loved playing games, like hide 
and seek.  The grandkids didn’t ever struggle finding him because of his ‘unique’ 
hiding places, like behind chicken wire.  He was adored by his grandchildren, Izzy, 
Romy and Harry and was very much a family man.  He liked popping round to his 
sister Cherry’s or brother Robin’s for a cup of tea, a chat and would particularly 
enjoy teasing everyone while he was there!  He had a very dry sense of humour 
and loved a laugh and a joke.  One of his favourite jokes to play was to telephone 
somebody, then start the conversation by saying, “What do you want?”  That 
said, Paul was a very gentle man who had a wonderful temperament and outlook 
on life.  His friends, acquaintances and family often remarked on the fact that he 
never had a cross word or lost his temper. 

Paul dealt with some difficult times in his life. Most importantly when he 
lost his mum and youngest sister, Tracy. Paul always believed he would meet 
them again. 

Paul enjoyed spending time at his allotment trying to grow the biggest 
vegetables and sunflowers.  Some of the fruits of his labour were his coloured 
carrots, onions, pumpkins for the kids to carve at Halloween and finally, after 
four years of trying, his crop of sprouts! 

Paul spent many hours listening to Terry Pratchett, watching The Lord of 
the Rings films and sci-fi programmes and, going back a few years, he enjoyed 
playing Warhammer with friends. Terry Pratchett who, whilst technically a 
fantasy author like Tolkien, was also a great comic author.  So here’s a sentence 
of his about death: “Don’t think of it as dying,” said Death, “just think of it as 
leaving early to avoid the rush”.  

More recently Paul became a Parish Councillor, which he was extremely 
proud of. He looked forward to the meetings and giving his views on village 
issues. Paul was certainly unique.  One minute he would have glue and felt pens 
in his hand, the next minute a spanner. 

On a final note, two people were helpful to Paul during his last 
moments. Corrin and Kate, two girls who tried their very best to help him when 
he fell ill.  The family really appreciate all that they did for Paul.   
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EARDISLAND PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Notes on precept increase for 2016-17 for Eardisland Parish 

Every year the Parish Council (PC) has to set a budget and request a precept from 
Herefordshire Council to cover the budget, the purpose of which is to – maintain 
the fabric of the parish, provide services to parishioners and for the 
administration of the council’s work 
1. The precept is divided between all the houses within the parish, with the 

figure calculated by dividing the precept by the taxbase (the number of 
band D equivalent houses in the parish) 

2. Therefore, if you have a precept of £20,000 and with 600 houses and a 
taxbase of 500, the cost per house is considerably less than if you have a 
precept of £20,000 and only 240 houses and a taxbase of 220 

3. The government pays a council tax support grant to Herefordshire which 
has been used in the past to reduce the precept charge to parishioners  

4. The PC is currently given a grant under the Lengthsman scheme and a 
further grant for P3 work on Public Rights of Way (PROW). The Lengthsman 
work includes: weed spraying and hedge trimming; clearing grips, gullies 
and drain tops; removing storm debris and litter; cleaning white lines 
through the village and traffic signs; and maintaining the recreation ground 
ditch 

5. The PC owns the village hall and as such is responsible for its maintenance 
and for insurance of the building (covered within the PC’s insurance of 
£1,260). The PC is also responsible for the insurance for the Dovecote 
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(£1,700); and as the owner, it is responsible for the recreation ground and 
various other areas of land within the parish. It funds the shortfall in the 
parish magazine cost after advertising revenue (around £400 p.a.) 

6. For 2015-16, the PC decided to join the Enhanced Lengthsman scheme, 
which allows the Lengthsman to fill small potholes that would not otherwise 
be done until a lot bigger (and possibly not at all) and to do extra verge 
cutting to ensure the visibility on the roads and to keep the parish looking 
tidy  

7. This scheme required funding of £1,848 from the parish to match extra 
funding from Herefordshire  

8. It was agreed that £3,000 was needed to implement actions from the 
Community led Plan – Speed Indicator Device deployment at £600 and 
£2,400 towards new playground equipment  

9. Work was needed on the Mill Race to stake and cut back the bank, some of 
which could come from the Lengthsman grant with around £1,600 needed 
from PC funds (further work is likely to be a recurring requirement) 

10. There was no contingency allowed in the 2014-15 accounts and it was felt 
that a contingency element was important for 2015-16  

11. The Clerk’s hours were increased from 5 hours a week to 7 hours a week 
with subsequent budget increase needed 

12. When the budget was set for 2015-16 it was expected that the 
Neighbourhood Development Plan would be nearing completion but this 
has not been the case and a lot of work was undertaken during 2015-16 
with resulting salary costs of around £2,000 (which are not paid from the 
government grant for the NDP) 

13. Overall when the 2015-16 budget was set, the expected budget increase 
was £9,000 and the precept was increased by £3,500 (22%) to £19,250, with 
the rest of the expected increase due to come from reserves 

14. Actual expenditure in 2015-16 has been higher than anticipated with all the 
contingency budget used and further reserves spent. Extra expenses include 
£500 solicitor’s fees for the village hall lease, £400 for the tree survey for 
insurance, £300 for a new window for the village hall, £700 for a planning 
objection document, £1,170 for electric heaters in the village hall, £523 for 
remedial drainage work for the village hall, £500 for emergency tree work – 
with the result that reserves are now very low and will need to be built up 
again 

15. When setting the 2016-17 budget it was agreed that that there should be a 
contingency and that reserves could not be used again to meet NDP related 
salary, expected work on the village hall, the Lengthsman scheme matched 
funding, the reduction in Lengthsman funding from Herefordshire that was 
also expected or the ongoing tree surveys and work  
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16. Specific increases in the budget were required – £2,500 for maintenance to 
cover further new heaters for the hall; £450 for parish expenses 
(stationery/ink/postage/incidentals all increased in 2015-16); £900 for costs 
and NDP salary to complete the process; £350 for play area maintenance; 
£200 for training; £600 for salary and expenses; plus increases allowed for 
insurance and general costs in line with inflation – around £5,300 in total 
without a contingency 

17. Therefore, the precept requirement was increased by £6,158 (32%) to 
£25,408 with a contingency of £3,799 included 

18. Early in 2016 Herefordshire announced that the council tax support grant 
would not be paid to most parishes – so the actual rise in precept for 
Eardisland for 2016-17 is now 41%, (full precept of £25,408 instead of 
expected £23,884 based on a 6% council tax support grant) 

19. For the last 2 years the PC has consulted on the budget and precept through 
the parish magazine and with notices on the boards – no comments have 
been received about the precept increase 

20. Once the accounts are internally audited there is a statutory period when 
electors may make a request to the Clerk to see the full accounts, invoices 
and receipts. This is advertised on the website and notice boards – no 
request has been made 

21. The annual return is also displayed on the boards and website for a 
statutory period after the external audit has been completed and electors 
may request further information on the accounts – no request has been 
made 

22. The Lengthsman grant has been maintained for 2016-17 at £120 per km of 
road and £50 per km of PROW 

23. But in 2016-17 it is proposed that Herefordshire Council will pay only 25% of 
current level of Lengthsman grant at £60/km and PROW at £15/km 

24. In 2018-19 no Lengthsman grant will be available and in 2019-20 PROW 
grant will also stop 

25. Sandbags will have to be paid for by the PC in future, not supplied by 
Balfour Beatty on behalf of Herefordshire 

26. Given the last few points, if parishioners want the fabric of the parish 
maintained in future (e.g. drains kept clear, junctions and road signs visible, 
storm debris removed etc.), this will have to be funded from the parish, i.e. 
further increases in precept. This is without taking account of enhanced 
Lengthsman work filling small potholes and undertaking extra verge cuts. 

Alison Sutton, Parish Clerk 
 07789 322771, Email: eardislandclerk@gmail.com 

 

mailto:eardislandclerk@gmail.com


9 
 
 

  



10 
 
 

There are a number of issues to note from recent Parish Council meetings: 

 Following discussion at the March meeting, detailed information on the 
budget and precept is printed in this edition of the magazine and quarterly 
updates on income and expenditure against budget will also be printed. The 
same information is/will be available on the parish website 

 It appears that Herefordshire Council via Balfour Beatty will no longer 
supply sandbags to parishes. As Eardisland Parish Council is unlikely to have 
funds to buy sandbags once the current stock is gone, householders need to 
buy their own sandbags 

 Dog waste bins are no longer being emptied and therefore the bin has been 
removed. Please ensure you clear up after your dog and put the bag in your 
own rubbish bin or a public litter bin. Thank you 

 The Parish Council has supported planning applications for an extension at 3 
St Mary’s Walk and an extension and garage/store at Tividale, Church Road 
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 Work has been undertaken on trees owned by the PC following the tree 
assessment in February, thanks to Cllr Edward Thomas and Tree Warden 
Diana Palmer for their hard work. Please contact Diana on 01544 388840 if 
you have any concerns or queries about trees in the parish, whether 
privately or publically owned 

 Silt and vegetation have been cleared to improve the flow through the River 
Arrow bridge, thanks to Cllr David Weir for his hard work. Work will be 
undertaken shortly to clear silt from the Mill Race 

 The work to revamp the website is underway, please contact the Clerk on 
eardislandclerk@gmail.com if you have specific suggestions to make 

 A number of PC meeting dates have been changed, the planned meetings 
for the rest of 2016 are as follows: 26 May, 16 June, 21 July, 8 September, 
27 October and 24 November. (These dates are in the diary. Ed.) 

Following a request at the March meeting, the main legal duties and powers of 
the parish council are shown below. There are numerous duties and powers for 
parish councils and individual councillors, depending on their size and facilities. 
Therefore, only those relevant to Eardisland PC are given as follows: 

 Hold at least 4 meetings a year, one of which is the Annual Meeting of the 
Parish Council – Eardisland PC holds 10 meetings a year. All meetings must 
be open to the public and press 

 Employ a ‘proper officer’ as Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer to 
provide administration and manage the accounts of the council 

 Provide security of the council’s property and money through an insurance 
policy 

 Own and maintain the village hall, recreation ground, flag pole, rubbish 
bins, bus shelter, the Dovecote and war memorial 

 Preserve the fabric of the parish roads and public rights of way, through 
maintenance to drains, ditches, traffic signs, verges etc, as delegated by and 
in conjunction with Herefordshire Council and its partner Balfour Beatty  

 Comment on planning applications and write a Neighbourhood 
Development Plan 

 Promote the parish by supporting the parish magazine and website 

mailto:eardislandclerk@gmail.com
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 Make grants to parish bodies and organisations for the benefit of any part 
of the parish or its inhabitants – e.g. the insurance for the Dovecote, hall 
hire for Share-a-Care group 

 Comply with all relevant legislation – eg. employment, health and safety, 
Freedom of Information etc. 

OPEN DAY RHOS MARKET GARDEN AND HILL COTTAGE RETREAT CENTRE 
SUNDAY 26TH JUNE, 11AM-5PM 
 
Rhos Organic Market Garden 
Rhos-y-meirch, Knighton, Powys LD7 1PD 
rhosorganic.co.uk 
 
Hill Cottage Retreat Centre 
Hill Cottage, Rhos-y-meirch, Knighton Powys LD7 1PD 
hillcottageretreats.co.uk 
 
Entry to both venues by donation to St Michael’s Hospice  
 
EARDISLAND VILLAGE HALL: UPDATE MAY 2016 
 
The Management Committee has a lot of ‘thank yous’ for this edition. Without 
the help and support of volunteers managing the village hall would be an 
impossible task. So, very many thanks to Ken Griffiths for his work in the 
entrance hall, Alison Sutton, the Parish Clerk, for her determination in resolving 
the issues with British Gas, Richard Lane (former landlord of the Cross) for 
donating 3 ‘A’ boards to be used to advertise village events and to Caroline 
Marsden for skilfully making good and painting the wall. 

The Village Hall Management Committee is very grateful for a bequest 
from the estate of the late Peter Glenn.  

The games evening on 9th April was a great success and much fun was 
had by all. There was a wide range of games for everyone to play including 
scrabble, pick-up-sticks, giant jenga, Twister, bagatelle and many more. We are 
looking to organise another one soon. 

Finally, an appeal: the kitchen at the hall is sadly lacking in catering 
equipment (frying pans, roasting trays, saucepans). If you have any suitable items 
lurking at the back of a cupboard that you would be happy to donate to the hall, 
please can you let Kate Thompson or Caroline Marsden know. Thank you. 
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Dates for your diary … 
Saturday 6 August 2016 

Summer Fun in the Village Hall 
Look out for posters 
Please see page 16 

 
To celebrate the 90th birthday of Queen 

Elizabeth II 
Sunday 12 June 2016 

12.00pm onwards 
Bring and Share Lunch 

Eardisland Village Hall and Recreation Ground 
Please bring a plate of food to share with 

others 
Tea/coffee available, BYOB 
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ANNUAL GENERAL 

MEETING 
 

EARDISLAND TWINNING  
ASSOCIATION 

 

 

 

Wednesday 13th July 2016 

 
 

Eardisland Village Hall  
 

7.30pm 
 

 

Agenda: 

 

REVIEW OF 

EARDISLAND TWINNING 

ASSOCIATION 
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JOB WELL DONE! 
 

Robert Holding, a well-known 18 year old from 
Eardisland, attended Herefordshire Sixth form 
College and signed up to complete the Duke of 
Edinburgh Gold Award through the College’s Gold 
Club in 2013.  
 There are five sections to the award and 
Robert, a keen badminton player and a member 
of Hereford Junior Badminton Academy 
completed the 12 months Sport Section by playing 
1-2 hours per week and competing in a number of 
tournaments.  
 He completed his 18 months Voluntary 
Section by working in the Leominster branch of 

Oxfam, doing his bit for society.  
 Learning a new skill for 6 months meant he was able to learn to drive 
and passed his test first time. 

It wasn't all plain sailing though. He completed a practice expedition in 
the Black Mountains in Spring of 2014. This was followed by the main expedition 
in the Cambrian mountains of Wales in July 2015. Unfortunately the weather was 
not kind and after five days of wet socks he was glad to be home and dry. Not 
quite though! Just one more section to complete, the Residential.   

Robert chose to work for 5 days as a volunteer on the Talylyn Narrow 
Gauge Railway near Tywyn in Wales. He worked as a guard as well as an assistant 
fireman for a time on the footplate of the engines, he also worked in the engine 
shed cleaning and polishing the brass before the days journeys began. 

It was on a cold day in March that Robert completed the final leg of 
gaining his prestigious award. He attended St James's Palace along with other 
Gold Award achievers and met and spoke to the Duke of Edinburgh himself.  
 
THE SIZE OF HEREFORDSHIRE 
 
People of Herefordshire are invited to sponsor their favourite parts of the county 
in a radical new scheme to protect vital rainforest, saving wildlife, the homes of 
local tribes and reducing carbon dioxide emissions. The Size of Herefordshire 
aims to sustain an area of Amazonian rainforest in North-East Peru the same size 
as the county. The campaign uses an innovative online map which divides 
Herefordshire into 10 hectare land parcels that can be sponsored for £5 a square. 
More information at sizeofherefordshire.org. 
  

http://www.sizeofherefordshire.org/
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EARDISLAND COMMUNITY SHOP 
 

The Shop continues to be successful and viable and we trust meets the needs of 
our customers and the community. 
 We have over the last few months stepped in to supply newspapers to 
parishioners in Pembridge following the decision of their shop to focus on the 
Tea Rooms and a limited range of grocery products.  Also, as many will be aware, 
Tony Perrigo who had delivered milk and newspapers door-to-door for many 
years to some parishioners has had to retire due to ill health. Tony delivered milk 
& cream to the Shop from the day we opened.  We thank him for supporting the 
Shop and wish him well for the future.   
 While this additional business is welcome for us it has produced short 
term issues with newspaper availability while Smith’s News catch up with and 
meet our demand.  We are sorry if your newspaper of choice hasn’t always been 
available of late. 
 Normally at this time of year we would be opening until 5pm from 
Monday through to Saturday. We have made the decision to close at 4pm each 
evening to fit with the amount of volunteer time available.  Should the situation 
change, notices will appear inside and outside the Shop.  
 The Annual General Meeting of Shareholders will take place in 
Eardisland Village Hall on Wednesday 22nd June, commencing at 7.30pm.  
Anybody may attend but only shareholders are able to vote.  It is particularly 
important this year that as many shareholders as possible attend in order to elect 
new Management Committee Members.  Some of the existing Management 
have stated their intention not to stand for election again.  Should you wish to be 
considered for election to the Management Committee at the AGM you need to 
be a member(shareholder) of the Association and express your interest in writing 
to:  The Secretary, Eardisland Community Shop Ltd, The Dovecote, Eardisland by 
15th June 2016 latest. 
 If you are not currently a shareholder and wish to become one, shares 
are limited to one per person at a cost of £10.  Details can be obtained from the 
Treasurer via the Shop. 
 We continue to be successful thanks to the effort and commitment of 
our volunteers and Management Team with the support of our customers in the 
community.  I have no doubt that this will be the case for many years to come. 
 

Albert Sheffield 
Chair - Eardisland Community Shop Ltd 
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EARDISLAND COMMUNITY SHOP LTD 

Notice of 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF 
SHAREHOLDERS 

 

VENUE: EARDISLAND VILLAGE HALL 

 

DATE : WEDNESDAY 22ND JUNE 2016 

 

COMMENCE : 7.30PM 

 

 
EARDISLAND W.I. REPORT 
 
A big "thank you" to all who donated their unwanted but usable bras for our 
meeting in April. Carrie Francis and her Aunt Carol from Harts of Monmouth, 
which is a family firm, came to talk to us. Their theme was "An Uplifting 
Experience". Carrie gave us an interesting talk on the history of the brassiere and 
showed us pictures of iconic designs through the ages. We were then able to see 
the various stock and learn the types and purposes of each design. This was an 
amusing and informative evening. Some members partook of the fitting service 
and everyone was given a discount voucher (we love those) to spend at their 
store. 
 On 9th May we are going on an outing to visit Owen Mabbort at Street 
who is a blacksmith. (I will report on this in the next issue as by the time you read 
this the event will be over!) on Monday 13th June there is a change to our 
programme and Mavis Tantrum will be showing us how to do quilling and there 
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will be opportunity for members to make a greetings card. (More entries for the 
Village Show no doubt! Oops not in the schedule this year. What a pity.)  

Monday 11th July will be our Garden Meeting and our hosts will be 
Wendy and Bert Priday at the Old Vicarage in Eardisland. Anyone is able to join 
in our evenings and if you wish to do so please to let us know. 
 

Mavis Tantrum, Eardisland W.I. Secretary 
Kingfisher House, Eardisland   01544 387972 

 
MORTIMER MEDICAL PRACTICE PATIENT PARTICIPATION GROUP (PPG) 
 
The Annual Patient Survey 
  
Unfortunately, the PPG has been unable to analyse the results so far. The 
response was very low, only 134 people completed the questionnaire out of a 
practice population of 8000. 
 The Practice has now managed to recruit a GP to take over some of Dr 
Davis' clinics. He is Dr Calum Bartlett and he will start in June. 

Carers Week and the Patient Participation Awareness week both fall in 
the week 6 - 12th June. The PPG is hoping to have a presence in the 
surgery/surgeries to raise awareness of carers and caring and the role and 
benefit of PPGs. 
 If anyone has any issues/concerns they would like me to raise at a PPG 
meeting, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Diane Lee 
  01544 387685 

 
‘IN THE SWIM’ 
 

Exactly when we made the 
decision to take part in Sport 
Relief's 5Km Swimathon is up 
for debate, but during late 
January our discussions became 
more about when we swim 
rather than if we swim.  Ken 
Gill, Mark Hicks and I have, for 
over a year, been regular 
attendees at Leominster pool, 
so perhaps we were 
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subconsciously looking for a new incentive to sustain our enthusiasm? 
Swimming the distance was hopefully not going to be a problem, after 

all 200 lengths between the three of us worked out less than we regularly swim 
three mornings a week - setting a monetary target and collecting the proceeds 
worried us an awful lot more! 

Sport Relief suggested as a three-person team we should set an initial 
target of £500. Being less confident than them, we set it at £300.  The intention 
was that, individually, we would approach friends and relatives outside the 
village and, jointly as Eardisland's Eclectic Eels, we would speak nicely to our 
friends in the village. 

By the scheduled date in March we had worked out how we would 
divide the swim and by then we had also raised our target to £1200.  Two hours 
after taking the plunge we had each swum 66 lengths and, so as to keep things 
equal, we swam the last two lengths together. 

Reflecting on the whole event, we thoroughly enjoyed the swim but 
were absolutely overwhelmed at the generosity of our sponsors.  In total we 
raised almost exactly £1500 with over £450 of that being donated from the 
village.  So to conclude the three of us want to say thanks a million for supporting 
us and we promise not to repeat the exercise anytime soon - well not next year 
at any rate. 

Sandy Ross 
  
 
EARDISLAND VILLAGE SHOW 

 
Don't forget to keep 
working on your Village 
Show entries! Please see 
schedule in last parish mag 
(available online – March 
2016).  

The entry form, 
together with the full 
schedule, will be in the 
July magazine. Any 
questions, please contact 
Jo South (01544 387 698). 
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‘Share A Care’ 
The Local Link 

Connecting the people of 
Eardisland 

 

Join us for a free cuppa and a 
chat  

Thursday  
30th June & 28th July 

from  
2.30pm  

in 

Eardisland Village Hall 
This is a not a club or organisation – 

there are no formal meetings.  
Everyone is invited! 

 
Together we can make a difference! 

 
  

https://www.google.co.uk/search?rlz=1T4ADRA_enGB417GB419&tbm=isch&q=chain+link+clip+art&revid=399078923&biw=1280&bih=835&dpr=1
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SERVICES AT CHURCH OF ST MARY THE VIRGIN, EARDISLAND 
 
Priest-in-Charge:  Rev. Julie Read 
    07826 194400, rev.julie@btinternet.com 
    01568 708255 
Churchwardens   Beryl Hoda, Arrow Lawn, Eardisland  
      01544 388131 
                                                Dian Cope, Downome, Eardisland 
                                                 01544 388317 
   
Deputy Churchwarden:                      Richard Kirby 01544 388810  
Deputy Churchwarden and Treasurer:       Peter Brown 01544 388389 
Deputy Churchwarden and Organist:         Annette Blyth 01544 388241 
 

Please see the Prime Rota in the church porch for further details.  
 

Church Rota for Magazine 

 
Sunday 15th May - Pentecost 
9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

 
Sunday 22nd May - Trinity 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 
 
Sunday 29th May – Christian Aid Service 
11 am Benefice Service and Meal 

Preacher: The Archdeacon, 
The Ven. Paddy Benson 

Eardisland 

 

Sunday 5th June 

9.30 am Morning Prayer Eardisland 
  

mailto:rev.julie@btinternet.com
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Sunday 12th June 

9.30 am Service to celebrate the 
Queen’s official 90th 
birthday 

Eardisland 
 

 

Sunday 19th June 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 
 

Sunday 26th June 
9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 
 
Sunday 3rd July 
9.30 am Holy Communion  Eardisland 
 

Sunday 10th July 
9.30 am Morning Prayer Eardisland 

 
FROM REV. JULIE READ 
 

We have just celebrated in church two festivals that 
are often overlooked in the mad rush of life – 
Ascension Day (40 days after Easter, always on a 
Thursday and often a voting day in the life of our 
country as it was this year) and Pentecost or Whitsun 
as it used to be called (50 days after Easter and often 
the Whitsun Bank Holiday although that has been 
standardised to May Day bank holiday!) 
Ascension Day I think must have been party in heaven 
day when Jesus finally returned to his Father after 
completing his work on earth. Just think how God the 

Father must have felt – Welcome home Son!!! Just look what you’ve been 
through but you did it, you and I together we did it. When he left the earth finally 
we are told that his disciples were full of joy, and that they praised God 
continually in the temple for all that he had done and then while they were 
praying they were fired up with power from on high – the sound of wind and fire 
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resting on them so that they went out to the crowds - and so the church started. 
Pentecost is the church’s birthday and so we give thanks on that day for the life 
of the Church – that is the company of all believers. 

I was not able to be at the annual meeting this year and so may I thank 
publically all who have contributed to the life and worship of the church this last 
year, especially to our churchwardens – Beryl Hoda and Dian Cope for their 
loyalty, faithfulness, courage and determination and to the Church Council that 
with them and myself hold great responsibility for the life of the church in 
Eardisland, both souls and walls. Thank you to all those who work behind the 
scenes on rotas and privately to assist the church and its work in many and 
various ways. I am pleased to report that the church is loving and growing so let 
us continue to build, the Lord being our helper, the kingdom of God in this place. 
The month of June holds great celebrations for the Queen’s 90th birthday and her 
example of service to our country. There will be a service in Church on Sunday 
12th June at 9.30am full of joy and thankfulness for her example to us, praying for 
her and all who hold positions of leadership within our lives, with song and 
prayer and perhaps a little pomp and ceremony. We also have a concert on the 
following Saturday to chime in with these celebrations so I hope to see you at 
that.  

One of the joys of my ministry in Eardisland is praying in church on a 
Tuesday morning at 9am along with whoever turns up to join me. It is always a 
surprise as we read the set readings just what part of God’s word is set for the 
day, and there are often things I hadn’t thought about before. Space to break 
open the word of God and to bring ourselves and those we carry with us in 
prayer to God. It is a special time and anyone is welcome to come and join us. 
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EARDISLAND IN BLOOM 
 
Firstly, a big thank you to 
everyone who supported the 
parish litter pick in early March, 
namely Pat & Alan Newcombe, 
Diane Lee, Kate Thompson, 
Elaine Smith & Bethan, Mandy & 
Hugh Vernon, Chris Evans, Ben & 
Harris Woodcock, Richard Kirby, 
Margaret Milchard, Jo, Peter and 
James South, Sue Wallis and 
grandchildren Caitlin & Gracie, 
plus Bertie the dog! 

12 full sacks of discarded rubbish were collected from over 10 miles of 
verges; an excellent effort, although it is disappointing that such action is 
necessary. 

By the time you read this report the annual Plant Sale will have taken 
place. Hopefully, as in previous years, it will have been well supported. Again, a 
big thank you to everyone who helped to run it, donated plants, or who simply 
turned up to support it. 

Since March 10th the E Team has been busily working away in the village, 
preparing the beds we tend for planting and even establishing new ones, 
particularly along the Manor House walls where we have lifted spent daffodil 
bulbs, weeded, and sown flower seeds with some perennial plants to come once 
the frosts have abated. All this to give more colour and interest for the summer. 
The daffodils and other bulbs will be going back in during the autumn for the 
following spring’s show.   

Alan Newcombe and Tony Phillips have worked wonders restoring the 
boat which now looks as good as new. 

Two new planters should now be in place outside the village hall, 
replacing the tired plastic tubs and badly broken half oak barrel.  

These projects would not happen but for your help in financially 
supporting the In Bloom activities, so thank you to all. Please note the new 
contribution box now located on the Manor House wall just before the shop. 
 
 

Phil Milchard  Chris Watson  Wendy Cross 
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EARDISLAND BOWLS CLUB 
 
One for the historians: Eardisland Bowling Club was started in 
1902, the ground being in the Cricket Meadow and the two 
Tennis Courts being used.  

Play took place every evening, from seven o'clock 
onwards, the subscription was five shillings per annum. The 
club continued until 1940, when Mrs Clowes ploughed the 

meadow, doing away with the village’s sporting activities. 
In the latter years, women were allowed to join the club, but when one 

turned up in shorts it caused a "stir" and a meeting was called, when Mrs 
Clowes, the donor of the land, and whose word had always been law as to what 
took place on the green, raised an objection to women appearing on the green in 
"unfeminine" attire. She was not a woman to be argued with, and so the shorts 
vanished from the green. 
 Mrs Clowes gave a cup to be competed for annually, and someone 
winning it three years in succession kept it. The club provided a pair of bowls 
for the runner-up. Match games were played on the green with neighbouring 
clubs and return matches played. The club was well supported until the end,  
and it was felt when it had to be abandoned that one of the main attractions in 
the village had been lost. There was still a balance of £15 and several sets of 
bowls are in the care of Mr Reece Williams. The Recreation Ground Committee in 
the meantime work to raise money to start a new green on the recreation 
ground. 

Now to 2016 - Eardisland Bowling Club had their opening day on 
Saturday April 16th with a welcoming bowl of soup and hotdogs being offered on 
a cold day. The usual spider was played and the winner won a bottle of 
whisky and then some brave souls played a friendly game of bowls. The green 
this season has had to have some professional work carried out on it, for which 
the Eardisland Community Shop kindly donated £250. It was pleasing to see some 
new members joining, both playing and social. 

The club's first Hereford Men’s League game, away at Weobley, 
unfortunately had to be abandoned due to a heavy snow shower with two ends 
left to be played. This left Eardisland loosing on both rinks, one rink by only two 
shots. 
 Club nights are on Tuesday evenings at 6.00, new members are always 
welcome. Please bring flat shoes if you wish to play. 
 

Enquiries to Doug Tantrum  
 01544 387972 or email 

dougtantrum@hotmail.com  

mailto:dougtantrum@hotmail.com
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I WAS LITTER PICKING with the E Team and pulled from a hedge an old, soaking 
wet crisp packet with a sodden page inside. I dried this page out overnight, 
copied it, and wondered if it would amuse one, or even two, of the Village Mag’s 
readership? 

This from Hugh Vernon – what more to say? Ed. 
 

TWICE BLESSED 
 

The setting sun at Autumn’s end 
Casts red-gold beams with gentle heat, 

To kiss the cider fruit piled high 
On wagons bound at dawn next day, 

For Bulmers in our County seat. 
 

This is our bounty by God’s grace; 
Our task, our wealth inheritance, 

Our orchards are the very font 
Of Ambros’ sold throughout our land, 

Cut-price for us at Morrisons. 
 

Awake, awake: confess, confess, 
Oh Eardisland, the truly blessed! 

 
It’s early Spring and past first light, 

The yellow orb shines o’er the fields 
And through thin hedgerows to reveal, 
Some silv’ry tins with Bulmers’ marks 

Placed carefully, like rural art. 
 

Then sunshine spreads relentlessly 
Uncovering delightfully, 

On banks, by roads and ditch fed streams, 
Ten thousand tins in full agleam – 

Our treasure trove; our future seen! 
 

Awake, awake: confess, confess, 
Our Eardisland is now twice blessed! 
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SOME HISTORY OF EARDISLAND 
 

       My last contribution finished in 1804 when a Court was held at Burton jointly 
by William Evans Esq and Margaret his wife (nee Brewster) Lord and Lady of the 
said Manor. 
       Also in 1804, on 15th August, a Court of the manor of Eardisland was held at 
the usual place there.......Before Henry Lloyd Gentleman Steward there [From a 
Copyhold admission: at HAS, reference awaited]. 
       The lord of the manor, in this instance Lady of the said Manor was Elizabeth 
Kinnersley, Spinster.  
       The Kinnersley family had only held the lordship of the manor of Eardisland 
since 24th March 1802, when very protracted sale procedings were finalised. 
Impliedly as early as late 1799 James Kinnersley, father of Elizabeth, had paid 
£14000 to the Marquis of Bath for the manors of Eardisland, Pembridge Foreign, 
Moorcot, Byford and Lyonshall, and a garden in the City of Hereford.[Longleat 
Schedule, page 21]. 
       Whilst in 1802 new as lords of the manor, members of the Kinnersley family 
had been resident here since, at very least, 1461. This is evidenced by a reference 
[TNA 134] which records that on 8th January 1591 John Kirwood the elder of 
Eardisland yeoman of age 70 years gave evidence at law which included: 
Diverse and sundry times I heard my grandmother (and also one John Kinnersley 
being both of great years) say that they knew the said Prior of Ceenne [Shene] 

keep his court in a close in Eardisland called the Bowen [? by transcriber] by the 
name of Monk Court. 

       How was the earliest date for the Kinnersley family being here, 1461, 
reached? If John Kirwood was aged 70 in 1591, as quoted, then he was born circa 
1521. If his earliest detailed memory was from when he was, say, ten years old, 
then we reach the year 1531. At that date John Kinnersley is quoted as being of 
great years: if that is taken to be in those times, seventy years old, then what 
they are recorded as remembering dates back to circa 1461. 
       What else can be said about the parish of Eardisland circa 1461? 
       The answer is that there is a considerable amount of information available. 
From this it is no surprise to be able to say that, without doubt, there was a 
parish church here then, as indeed there had been for very many years. 
       Whilst much of the fabric of the present building (except the Tower and the 
Chancel) is the result of the considerable amount of “restoration” work which 
took place in 1864-1865, the story of a church building in Eardisland starts 
considerably earlier than that, in the early Norman period, indeed arguably in 
pre-Conquest times. 
        In 1086 King William ‘The Conqueror’ commanded the compilation of a book 
of record of his domains in England. This very soon came to be known as 
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‘Domesday Book’. By the modern name Eardisland, or any of the many spelling 
variants of Eardisland to be found over the centuries, this parish/village/manor 
does not appear. However, expert opinion has for many years now been that 
Eardisland is the second of the two places named ‘Lene’ at folio 179d, the other 
being Kingsland. The best place to seek information about Domesday Book is the 
publication of that name by Phillimore & Co. Ltd, Volume 17 (Herefordshire), 
published in Chichester in 1983, which I used when compiling this. 
       Domesday Book records that: 

Of these two manors St Mary’s of Cormeilles holds in alms from the King the 
churches, priests and tithes and two villagers. 

From this it can be deduced that either the Normans established a church here 
within twenty years of the Battle of Hastings, or it was a pre-Conquest building 
which was recorded in Domesday. The present building has no architectural 
features which can assist in deciding between these two circumstances. The 
oldest parts of it are the lowest few feet of the north and south walls of the nave 
which date to circa 1170-1190. 
       Recent research [Hillaby J “The Early Church in Herefordshire......”] has shown 
that the parish of Eardisland was not one of the “Leominster Parochia” 
mentioned in a charter of 1123. Also in Hillaby’s publication is a Paper by John 
Blair “The Anglo-Saxon Church in Herefordshire - four themes”. This discusses, if 
Eardisland were to be taken as the subject parish, whether or not there was likely 
to have been a church here in pre-Conquest times. No decision can be made 
from the premises which he puts forward, but other considerations suggest that 
it is highly likely that there was. 
       But to return to Domesday Book. 
       Whilst with good reason Domesday can be thought to be the ultimate 
documentary authority about the early pre-1086 church in Eardisland, another 
source records that: 

While William FitzOsbern was earl of Hereford and had the royal manors in 
Herefs. at his disposal, that is between 1067 and his death in 1071, he gave the 

church at Eardisland to the abbey he had founded at Lyre in Normandy 
       This recent wording is based on what is included in Gallia Christiana,xi, 
instrumenta, col.25. 
       This, when compared to Domesday Book, produces a confusion. Was it 
Cormeilles or was it Lyre? Both were founded by FitsOsbern. I have written a 
Paper about this, which I will make available to anybody who wants a copy. 
       But whatever the circumstances in the preceding period, there is no doubt 
that by 1172 Lyre abbey was involved with, and benefiting from, the Church in 
Eardisland. 

George Alderson 
Email: gwawestwayes@btinternet.com 
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SHAKESPEARE IN EARDISLAND 
 
A recent headline in the press stated “A copy of Shakespeare's First Folio has 
been found on the Isle of Bute.”  But might there be a valuable edition lost in 
Eardisland, which was once in Burton Court? 

At the beginning of April 2016, it was reported that one of the most 
sought-after books in the world had been discovered in a stately home on a 
Scottish island. A copy of the first collected edition of Shakespeare's plays, 
published in 1623, was found at Mount Stuart House on the Isle of Bute. The 
academic expert who authenticated the book called it a rare and significant find.  
 About 230 copies of the First Folio are known to exist. A copy owned by 
Oxford University sold for £3.5m in 2003. Emma Smith, Professor of Shakespeare 
studies at Oxford University, said when she inspected the three-volume book in 
Bute she found it was authentic. Professor Smith said it is uncertain how many 
copies were produced - although some put the figure at about 750. The last copy 
found was two years ago, in what had been a Jesuit library in St Omer in France. 
Apart from its cultural value, verification makes the book extremely valuable. A 
copy owned by Oriel College, Oxford sold for about £3.5m in 2003, while another 
copy sold at auction in 2006 for about £2.8m. Professor Smith said that she 
believes there may be other copies to be uncovered which may be in libraries 
which have been neglected or forgotten. 

It is interesting to think that there could a very valuable Shakespeare 
folio (4th) tucked away in an attic in Eardisland or forgotten in some part of the 
dispersed library of Dr William Brewster who lived in Burton Court. Some of the 
books he once owned form the chained library in Hereford (Mappa Mundi 
building) and others are in St John’s College Oxford, which received many of his 
books in 1715 through his will.  He is known to have had a wonderful collection 
of books.  Among these it is recorded (by historian F.C.Morgan in 1963) that they 
included volumes by Chaucer, Ben Jonson, Cervantes and Milton. In addition, 
Morgan noted that Brewster had a copy of Shakespeare’s Fourth Folio (1685) in 
his library. The question arises, where is it now? Presumably it is not in the 
chained library in Hereford where it would surely have been discovered. 

William Brewster lived in Burton Court (1665-1715). He was baptised in 
St Mary’s church on 9th November 1665. He was educated at the Cathedral 
School, Hereford and St John’s College Oxford and duly became a physician, 
eventually settling in Hereford in Widemarsh Street. He built and lived in the 
house later called The Mansion House (said to have been the most elegant house 
in Hereford). It later became used as accommodation of the judges during the 
assizes and the public use of the mayor. There was a bowling green in the garden 
at the back of the house which is still in use and it may be the oldest in Britain. 
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For the time in which he lived, Brewster had a huge library which covered a 
remarkably wide range of subjects. These included books on heraldry, coins, 
gems, geology, theology, philosophy, literature, history, gardening, astronomy 
and science. In his will he stated that “books of divinity, Morality and History 
should be given to the church (All Saints Hereford) and set up in presses and kept 
in the said church.” It was common practice in the medieval and early modern 
period for libraries to chain their books. In 1715 his library of more than 1000 
volumes dating from the 15th century was bequeathed to St John’s College, the 
Bodleian library (Oxford) and All Saints Church, Hereford. He was buried in the 
east cloister of Hereford Cathedral although the memorial stone has now 
disappeared.  

The All Saints chained library was sold in the mid-1990s and purchased 
for the Mappa Mundi Trust where it is now located. In 1858 a local bookseller 
(one of the church wardens) sold the library to a London bookseller for £100 for 
export to America, but the Dean of Windsor ordered that the library should be 
returned to Hereford, which it fortunately was. 

When, in 2001, the History & Heritage Group discovered the existence 
of the books that had been sent to St John’s College, we contacted them. We 
were interested at that time in any gardening books which they may have been 
holding as part of the Brewster collection. As an apothecary and physician it 
seemed likely that he would have had a physic garden at Burton Court where he 
would have grown herbs and flowers to be used in his medical practice. It had 
been suggested to us that he may have made annotations in the margins of his 
gardening books which could have provide valuable information about the layout 
of the gardens. But, in response, the librarian of the College informed us that 
although they had held the books since 1715, they had not yet had time to 
classify them. 

However, on recently reading that a copy of Shakespeare's First Folio 
had been found on the Isle of Bute it may be worth our while contacting the 
College once more to check the list of the books Brewster donated. It is believed 
that there were 212 books sent to St John’s, which possibly included at least one 
by Shakespeare. But what if that volume somehow failed to reach its destination 
and remains somewhere in the parish? If the value is in excess of £5million, it 
might be worth checking your attics. Meanwhile, another letter will be sent to St 
John’s to suggest they examine their archive and bear Eardisland in mind for a 
small donation if it comes to light. We can only hope that the copy sold by the 
University in 2003 was not the one that once formed part of Brewster’s famous 
Burton Court library. 

Paul Selfe 
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EARDISLAND WEATHER FOCUS 
 
The weather for Eardisland continued with a stormy pattern through March, with 
storm Katie bringing 26 mm (1 inch) of rain on Monday the 28th, 
causing the river to rise to 36 inches from an average of 10 inches. A total of 
70mm (2.75 inches) of rain was recorded, with barometer pressures  
of 29.92 to 28.8. Temperatures ranged from -5 to 16 degrees. 
 April bought a mixture of cold winds, showers, sleet, hail and a total of 
54 mm (2 inches) of rain. Barometer pressures ranged from 29.9 to 29.16. 
Temperatures ranged from 9 to 17 degrees with river levels from 8 to 17 inches. 
As I write there is a promise of warmer weather. 

The equivalent rainfall for March 2015 was 51 mm (2 inches) and 11mm 
((0.433 inches) for April. 

Nature -wise the trees are beginning to blossom more after a slowing 
down due to the cold weather and more birds are appearing on the scene with  
pairs of jays, blackcaps and bullfinches. A gooseander appeared on the river with 
chicks on her back and a duck with twelve chicks (one yellow) and one lonely 
mink. 

Doug Tantrum, reporting from Kingfisher House  
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YOUR SECURITY 

 
I came across this card (well, a fridge magnet) in the Santander bank recently and 
thought it might be helpful as a reminder – a ‘cut out and keep’. I regularly 
receive emails from the police to say that fraud is on the increase and we should 
all be vigilant. On checking a bank statement recently, I discovered a debit for 
some £15 to the telephone company O2. I have never had anything to do with 
them and a refund was made immediately. If I hadn’t checked the statement, I 
would have been £15 or so poorer. 
 The basic message is always to regard contact from people wanting your 
banking details with the utmost suspicion. Banks and government agencies will 
NEVER ask for your bank details. If in doubt check back later using a telephone 
number from a bank statement or an email that you know you can trust. 
 Another scam relates to web sites that mock government agencies, such 
as passport or driving licence renewal. They simply get your information, send it 
on and make a charge for something you could have done for free (they also 
have your information to pass on at a profit to scammers). 

Ed. 
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SATURDAY 21ST MAY 
 
Unique opening event at Moccas Hill Wood, part of Moccas Park National 
Nature Reserve, Pentre Lane, Bredwardine. 

Enjoying fabulous views over the Black Mountains and Herefordshire 
countryside, Moccas Hill Wood will be opened to the public for the first time in 
living memory on Saturday 21st May. After years under plantation forestry, the 
site is being restored to open wood pasture using designs based on Capability 
Brown and ecological principles. 

Join local experts for free guided walks and learn about the history, 
wildlife and archaeology at this hilltop site. 

For more information and to book your place on this free, family event 
please contact Alice James, Natural England Reserves Manager, on 
alice.james@naturalengland.org.uk or  01299 400686.  
  
'HEREFORDSHIRE LIFE THROUGH A LENS' is an ambitious community project 

from Hereford-based Catcher Media to 
record and celebrate the social history of 
Herefordshire. 
 This four-year heritage and media 
community project has been inspired by 
the photographic archive of the Derek 
Evans' studio from the 1950s to the 1980s. 
 Based in Hereford, Derek Evans 
worked for the national press and TV in 
the heyday of news photography, and took 
hundreds of photographs celebrating 
many aspects of Herefordshire life, 
including hop-picking, the May Fairs, 
Hereford Utd and many more.  
 Derek's archive photographs will be 
used to inspire different groups in our 
community to tell their own stories about 
Herefordshire's past and preserve those 
memories to come.  

A touring exhibition of some of his photographs can be seen at: Kington Library 
from June 7th to July 2nd, Leominster Library from July 4th to July 30th and Ledbury 
Library from July 4th to the 23rd. 
 For more information please contact Julia Goldsmith at Catcher Media 
on 01432 277424. 
  

mailto:alice.james@naturalengland.org.uk
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WEOBLEY THEATRE GROUP 
 

Thankfully, The End of the Rainbow was a vast improvement on Toast!  It is 
the story of Judy Garland’s comeback at the Talk of the Town in the 60s, 
filled with humour and poignancy – and a little swearing, but only a little.  
We all thoroughly enjoyed it. 

And I have now reserved seats for the next season: Kiss Me, Kate.   
1940s Baltimore. And it’s op’nin’ night of a musical version of The Taming of the Shrew. 
Rehearsals are over, costumes donned and there’s a 10 minute curtain call. What you’re 
about to witness is a whole lot more than Shakespeare’s comic love story… 

Leading lady and superstar Lilli Vanessi is the ex-wife of the show’s charming 
leading man, Fred Graham. Fred has a fondness for flirtatious fresh-face, Lois Lane. 
Meanwhile, Lois’ boyfriend Bill is getting himself into debt (under Fred’s name) which leads 
to hairy encounters with a pair of foolhardy gangsters. The stories unfold on and off-stage, 
comically intertwined in Cole Porter’s classic musical. 

Full of wit, dance, show business and hit songs including Another Op’nin’, 
Another Show, Brush Up Your Shakespeare and Always True to You in My Fashion, Kiss Me, 
Kate will leave any Tom, Dick or Harry grinning from ear to ear. 

 
 We shall be going to Cardiff Millennium Theatre on Thurs 8 Dec, leaving Bell 
Square, Weobley at 10.00 for the 2.30 performance, and returning around 7.30pm. Cost 
will be £53 to include the coach, payable before 8 August. Please state whether you would 
prefer to sit in the circle (rows A, B and C) or the raised stalls (row R central). 

I am still looking for more shows to go to in the autumn, but have already 
reserved seats for two musicals next year, the first being Billy Elliot, which we will see at 
the Birmingham Hippodrome on Thurs 9 March 2017, leaving Bell Square, Weobley at 
9.30am. The demand for these shows is such that we have to book our seats by June of 
this year. The cost will be £69 to include the coach – far less than a ticket to a show in 
London – and you would still have to get there! It’s an amazing show, as you will probably 
already know, with excellent music, dance and story. I have reserved 23 seats in the circle 
rows B and C, and 10 in the stalls row F, for those of you who prefer not to use stairs.  
Please pay before 7 June and state where you would prefer to sit. 
 The second show reserved for next year is War Horse, which we are going to on 
request of one of our Theatre Goers, who has already seen it and wants to go again. We 
went before in October 2013, but I am sure there are some of you who didn’t get to see it 
– or like me would like to see it again. It is on its final tour after leaving the West End.  
Payment for this doesn’t have to be made until next year, so I will let you know about that 
nearer the date, but if you would like to pencil the trip into your calendars it will be on 
Thurs 19 October 2017 at Bristol Hippodrome, the nearest of its touring theatres to us 
with seats again in the circle and the stalls. 
 
For more information, please contact Kate Best: 
 

 01544 318513  bobkatebest@tiscali.co.uk 

 

mailto:bobkatebest@tiscali.co.uk
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This edition of the Eardisland Parish Magazine was printed by 

Leominster Community Resource Centre 

 
© Published and copyright: Eardisland Parish Council 2016 

 
Views expressed are those of individual contributors and not necessarily those of 

Eardisland Parish Council. The Eardisland Parish Magazine is published by Eardisland 
Parish Council without inserts. The Eardisland Parish Magazine is posted online in pdf 

format on the village website: www.eardisland.org.uk 
Eardisland Parish Council has appointed Cllr. PHIL MILCHARD as the member responsible 

for the Magazine. Phil may be contacted on  01544 388097. 
 

 
Copy date for the next edition of the Eardisland Parish Magazine: 

 

FRIDAY 8th JULY 2016 
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