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The Manor House, Eardisland, Thursday 9th March 2017. This seventeenth century 
building had a Queen Anne front added and has been extensively restored and 

rebuilt over generations. It is said to have a “presence” – a ghost with the most. In 
earlier times it was known as ‘The Porch House’ and, later, ‘Vulcan House’. 
The Manor House is now used as holiday destination available for rental. 

To the right is the Dovecote, now housing the Community Shop on the ground 
floor (a girl’s school in Victorian times), with a small museum above. 
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EDITORIAL 
 
It was with great sadness that I received the news of the death of Pat Roche and, 
shortly after, Gill Richards. Their obituaries appear, in order of their passing, on 
page four onwards. Paul Selfe, who knew both of these departed villagers well, 
has written an appreciation starting on page seven. I am also very grateful to 
Julie Read and Lisa Price and for their written contributions for the obituaries. 
 I was away during this time, and therefore unable to attend the funerals, 
but in contact with friends via email. The one phrase that was used by several 
correspondents was ‘end of an era’ – Julie used this phrase too in Pat’s obituary, 
and indeed it is. Both were born in Eardisland and spent their lives here. Looking 
back through the archives of the Eardisland Parish Magazine (formerly News), 
and this is the 160th production, it is hard to find a single edition without 
references to either or both Pat and Gill. 
 Over many years, Pat and Gill made an enormous contribution to the 
Eardisland community in many different and varied ways. Our condolences go to 
their families and friends. 
 Village life goes on and there are many events in the calendar, including 
the Eardisland Twinning Association visit to Eardisland in May, a fascinating 
evening on the history of Eardisland in April, Open Gardens in June and umpteen 
other events to keep you out of trouble over the summer months. And, looking 
forward to September, there is the Village Show.  

Chris Bivand 
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EARDISLAND VILLAGE DIARY 2017 
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PATRICIA ROCHE – DIED 2017 AGED 86 
 

Pat was born in Eardisland and died in 
Eardisland and apart from a few years in 
London where she went to train as a nurse 
at the Belgravia Hospital for sick children 
and the Fever Hospital near Brighton and to 
meet John, who became her husband, she 
spent all of her life in Eardisland. 

They married and lived first with 
her mum at Church Cottage and then 5 
Green Elms where she lived for 62 years, 
they moved in there when the houses were 
first built. To the day she died, her mind was 
sharp and her memory phenomenal. Who 
are you going to ask for those details that 
have slipped your mind about Eardisland life 

and its history? Pat had a rich store. 
Pat was first and foremost a mother – she brought up 6 children – 

Margaret, Michael, Chris, Bridget, Beverley, and Sean – the last, but not least, 
who managed not to leave home until relatively recently. 10 grandchildren and 3 
great grandchildren and the family continues. She worked locally and was 
involved in the families of the village – at Burton Court for the Simpson family 
and she helped with teas there, for Lynn Mitchell at the Manor House and for the 
Davenports. 

Family and the Eardisland community were very important to her – as 
well as those whose lives she entered into through working for them She was a 
part of the social life of the village, she was a founding member of the WI, and a 
large part of the bowling fraternity. For many years she was a large part of the 
flower guild at the church and even to this last year she provided the posies for 
the Mothering Sunday service and was a seller of poppies for the Royal British 
Legion. She was a part of the history group that met at Burton Court and she 
joined in things in her later life – she became an enthusiastic and talented 
member of the art club and there are lovely pictures she has painted. A 
supporter of the local bus, she would go to town twice a week, even if she didn’t 
need anything she wanted to keep the local bus going, and would turn down 
offers of lifts, as that would defeat the object of her presence.  

She was a creature of habit and it was noticed in the last months that 
she was missing from her place at the bus stop. Last July she had to have the dog 
put down and to start with, her quietness was put down to this by her family, she 
seemed thinner and then the pieces of the picture began to come together and 
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both she and the family realised that something was wrong. The family gathered 
round her and since 20th December when the reality was faced that Pat wasn’t 
going to get better, she wasn’t alone apart from 3 ½ hours from that day until 
she died. She stayed at home, which was her wish, thanks to the carers who 
came in, and the wonderful work of the hospice at home, who helped the family 
with the treatment she needed when she and the family needed their help and 
to the care of her family which was second to none. 

There were one or two moments to remember on the journey – she 
packed a bag in case she needed to go into hospital and in it was a new comb she 
had bought – but her own comb was one that was 62 years old – and on the 
occasion she had to go to the doctors taking along Lee, the doctors commented 
about the number of layers she wore, all neatly tucked in – and she did have a 
special petticoat that she wore and without which she didn’t feel dressed. She 
was a private lady – the children knew that they never went into her handbag or 
her purse, and in the latter days when she had to tell them where something 
was, she sent them to the handbag – that place that previously was out of 
bounds, and that felt strange. It was fitting that Pat died at night and left the 
home under cover of darkness, without any due fuss as she would have wanted. 

Pat’s life was indeed a rich tapestry of joys and sorrows, of creativity and 
hard work, of old fashioned ways and embracing the reality of life today. 

Pat is the end of an era in Eardisland and our best wishes and love go to 
her family. 

 
 
 
In addition to the eulogy above, given by Rev. Julie Read, there was a very warm 
tribute from Phil Sharpe, the Captain of the Bowls Club, in which he emphasised 
how important the Bowls Club was in Pat's life; she was the first to arrive and the 
last to leave. She would be the welcome party to any newcomers and the one 
who knew all there was to know about the club. She had the task of ringing the 
bell at the end of the matches or evenings and that will be the way they will  
remember her - every time the bell is rung they will think about Pat.  
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GILLIAN VIOLET RICHARDS, 1939 - 2017 
 

Our Mum, Gill, was born Gillian Violet Stead just 
after the outbreak of war on the 23rd September 
1939. She lived at The Cottage with her parents 
Bill and Elsie, her sister Jean and brother Lyndon. 

Mum attended Eardisland Primary 
School and then Leominster Grammar School, 
where she excelled at English and Art. 
 When she was due to leave school her 
grandfather decided that she was going to work 
for him in the village shop but Mum had other 
ideas and went into Leominster to get a job in a 
hat shop much to her grandfather’s disgust. She 
also worked at Hinton’s in Leominster. Many 

years later she ended up running the village shop until its closure. 
She was introduced to our Dad, Eric, by mutual friends. They started 

dating and married a while later. Mum and Dad had 2 daughters: myself and then 
18 months later, Cathy. 

Mum had lived in this village all her life. She loved it here. She grew up 
here, went to school here, got married here and also worked here. She never 
wanted to live anywhere else.    

She was kind and caring, she was dedicated to her family and friends, 
and she was an ardent campaigner for things that were close to her heart. She 
was also obstinate, bloody-minded and determined.  And in her own words she 
was never wrong – never!  She said we were very much alike her and I, but I 
don’t see it myself! 

Mum was always involved in village life in one form or another. She 
campaigned to prevent the closure of the village school, famously appearing on 
television on ‘ATV Today’ which by spooky coincidence was shown on ‘Midlands 
Today’ the day after her funeral!  When the school unfortunately closed, she 
helped raise funds to convert the old school into the village hall. She sat on 
various committees including the parish council, the village hall management 
committee and entertainment committee. She played bowls, following in the 
footsteps of her mother, our grandmother Elsie. She played the hand bells, 
playing at the local old people’s homes, hospitals and pubs raising money for 
charity. She also rang the church bells here. 

Mum was one of the founding members of the annual village duck race 
along with 4 of the village’s late residents: Jenny Gittoes, Pat Roche, Derek Bray 
and Derek Wareham. She was an enthusiastic supporter of the village show and 
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recently received an award from the village in appreciation of her service and 
commitment. 

She was a member of the oral history group, the archaeology group and, 
until very recently, the art group. She was very upset when she no longer felt 
well enough to attend. She loved quizzing, crosswords and when she joined the 
technology age – internet scrabble and video games. 

She loved spending time in the garden with Dad and one of her regrets 
when she got older and arthritis and ill health had taken their toll, was that she 
was no longer able to take an active role and had to content herself with being 
an observer and adviser.  

She was extremely happy when her grandchildren Briannie and Millie 
came along. She loved to baby sit and take them with her to art or archaeology 
club.  

Cathy and I and the rest of the family would like to thank everyone for 
their kind messages of condolence and their support during this difficult time.  
 
PAT ROCHE AND GILL RICHARDS: AN APPRECIATION 
 
     In the past month the village has lost two stalwarts of community life. Pat 
Roche and Gill Richards were both founding members of the Oral History Group 
which met for the first time in early May 1993. I feel a personal debt of gratitude 
to both for all their constant support for the work of the group in producing a 
book based on many interviews and three films about life in Eardisland. The 
success of the OHG was down to the enthusiastic involvement of a small team 
which held together for about ten years. Pat and Gill were central to it, both in 
promoting its aims to others in the community who might otherwise have been 
dubious about being interviewed and in always being available to advise and 
discuss issues which arose and smooth out any problems.                        
     We met each month in The White Swan and planned and undertook 
interviews and discussed ideas for future projects, publications, exhibitions and 
talks.  Both Pat and Gill had been born and bred in the parish and therefore had a 
wide network of contacts. This was invaluable for our project to learn about the 
social changes that had taken place during the lives of those interviewed during 
the 20th century. Once we had published our book (Eardisland: an Oral History) 
based on these interviews, we decided to examine some of the lost customs and 
traditions of the village and encourage young people to take an interest in their 
local history by producing two films. The first, Enchanted Eardisland, was based 
on re-enactments of customs uncovered and the second, Hidden Eardisland 
showed how local history can be researched. Pat and Gill played a role in both.             
     Because they had grown up in the village, between them they were able to 
provide a lot of detailed information about what it was like to have done so 
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before and after the war, recalling personalities and changing patterns of day to 
day life. They were also often able to produce important memorabilia, including 
many rare photographs and documents which threw light on the social life of the 
village in those times. If they didn’t have them they always seemed to know 
someone who did. Being a little older, Pat had memories of VE and VJ Day and 
the celebrations that took place on the river bank in the then village school. 
Many of these were organised by the W.I. of which she was later a significant 
member. Her mother, Mrs Edie Smith, had been a founding member of the local 
W.I. formed in 1919 in Burton Court, and was secretary to Mrs Clowes. Pat 
explained that the Court was always important in her life since her mother’s 
father had been a coachman there and had been sent by Col. Clowes to collect 
from Yeovil what was probably the first motor car in the parish. Each had a 
different memory of Mrs Clowes. Whereas Pat saw her as a kindly lady who had 
the welfare of the community at heart, Gill as a young child was terrified of her. 
As an elderly lady she always dressed in a long black skirt and jacket and arrived 
to visit the school children on a regular basis on a black horse, expecting the 
children to curtsey to her.                     
      Gill went to school here in the 1940s when there were 50-60 children on the 
roll. It was fascinating talking to her about her memories. When she began to 
recall those days it was apparent that there was going to be a great deal of social 
history to uncover. For example, she spoke of the open fire in the main classroom 
and Mrs Davies, the teacher leaning over to poke it – leaving the children to 
observe what colour bloomers she had on that day!  
     Gill’s grandfather ran the village Stead’s shop (from about 1900) in which she 
herself worked for about 10 years until it closed in the mid-1970s. Gill had a fund 
of knowledge about the personalities and characters who had lived in the village. 
She felt that the work we were doing in uncovering details of the lives of ordinary 
people who had played central roles in the life of the Eardisland community was 
important. These included the shopkeepers, publicans, teachers, builders, the AA 
man, vicars and small holders. She worked tirelessly to promote this ideal with 
the OHG and so enabled us to gather a great deal of social history which might 
otherwise have been lost. It was Gill’s suggestion that we should commemorate 
the Millennium with a book recording most of the properties in the parish with a 
short history of each together with a Parish Map. This resulted in our publication 
‘Portrait of a Village’ together with an illustrated map, now hanging in the 
church.                                                                             
     It was Pat’s references during one discussion, to her knowledge of the history 
of the village bowls club, of which she was a keen member, that led to questions 
about other sporting clubs in the parish. She spoke about those that had once 
used “the old cricket meadow” which alerted me to further investigations about 
these. Some research uncovered the fact that the first cricket team played a 
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match there in 1866. This encouraged our group to set up the anniversary cricket 
match on the same meadow in 1996 to celebrate 130 years of cricket in the 
village. The success of this event, (despite the regular challenge of trying to erect 
a gazebo for teas in a high wind) encouraged another the next year which in turn 
resulted in some of the players deciding to form a new Eardisland Cricket Club. 
This operated successfully from 1998-2008.  
    Gill and Pat were therefore very important as custodians of important aspects 
of village social life, since together with others involved, they had grown up in 
the village. They had firsthand experience of major floods (especially 1947), and 
some unusual events, such as skating on the river and moat and many of the 
social events which sometimes required the use of a radiogram for dances. In 
addition, they were able to suggest other people we should speak to who had 
been long standing members of the community. Both were always enthusiastic 
and supportive of the group’s work and were happy to play a significant role in 
our films. They appeared in ‘Enchanted Eardisland’, which was an investigation 
into lost customs, traditions and mysteries of the parish. In the third, ‘Portrait of 
a Parish’, Pat is seen in action on the bowling green and Gill demonstrating a now 
forgotten skill, how hops were picked. It was always a pleasure to be in their 
company and listen to the reminiscences that went on between them and other 
members of the group in our meetings. I was always very grateful for the 
constant support that both Pat and Gill provided to all our projects. They both 
gave a great deal to our parish over many years and on many fronts. 

Paul Selfe 

 
VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
In the short period since the last magazine the parish has sadly lost two of the 
people most important in the story of the Village Hall, Gill Richards and Pat 
Roche.  I am sure there will be other tributes by people who have known them 
better and longer than I or any other member of the current committee, but their 
contribution to village life and events has been immense and will be recognised 
and remembered for a long time, not least by those of us trying to follow in their 
footsteps.  Our sympathies go out to both families. 
 In the last issue I asked for ideas for fund-raising and social events we 
might hold over the coming year in the hall.  Our thanks to those who made 
suggestions – among the ideas put forward were a regular social evening, an 
evening of comedy, a fashion show, a repeat of the games evening and a summer 
disco.  It was also suggested that it would be good to revive in some form the 
Christmas event which Gill and her colleagues put on so successfully for so many 
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years.  So, if there is anything there which you would like to be involved in or to 
organise, please get in touch -  all offers gratefully received! 

Finally we are currently pursuing the possibilities of obtaining grants for 
interior refurbishment work, in conjunction with the Parish Council – we will keep 
you posted on any progress. 

Caroline Marsden – Interim Chair, EVHMC 
 
PARISH COUNCIL 
 
1. Various matters were considered at the meeting on 16 February. 

2. Dog fouling within the parish is, once again, a major issue. At the PC meeting, 

it was agreed to encourage parishioners to give details of offending dog 

owners to a Councillor or the Clerk, for reporting to Herefordshire. However, 

to get a prosecution of dog owners who ignore the law, individuals must be 

willing to give evidence if required. It is a pity that a small number of people 

have such little respect for the community and where they live. 

3. Following the consultation about deployment of the Speed Indicator Device 

(SID) and other methods of traffic management, it was agreed to have 2 

deployments in the first 6 months of the 2017-18 financial year and then 

review the situation.  

4. The analysis of the data from the SID deployment in January shows that 27% 

of vehicles drove at 30-40mph and just over 1% drove at 41-50mph past the 

SID. Overall 85% of all speeds were 33mph or less. As the speed limit is 

30mph, this highlights the problem of speeding through the village. 

5. It has been agreed by the Safer Roads Partnership that there is a suitable site 

to undertake the community Speedwatch programme. 7 parishioners have 

volunteered to join this project when it starts. We have to wait for a unit to 

be available and the volunteers to undergo training. If you are willing to join 

the group and volunteer a few hours a month, please contact the Parish Clerk 

by email eardislandclerk@gmail.com or phone 07789 322771.  

6. Save the date! Following the joint PC and Village Hall Committee meeting, 

applications will be put forward to Severn Waste and Awards For All (lottery 

fund) for grants to refurbish the toilets and undertake some work on the 

kitchen. There will be a Public Meeting on Saturday 17 June 11.00-1.00 to 

gain views on the way forward for the Village Hall. Please attend so that you 

have an input into the future of community facilities in the parish. There will 

mailto:eardislandclerk@gmail.com
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be a display of some possible options between 11.00-12.00 and then the 

open meeting at 12.00. 

7. Would you like to sponsor a bench in the parish in memory of a loved one? 

Three people have contacted the PC to sponsor benches but many more need 

replacing. We would be happy to put a plaque on the bench so people can 

appreciate who is being remembered. Please contact the Parish Clerk on 

eardislandclerk@gmail.com or 07789 322771 if you would like to help. 

8. Many volunteers within the community, as well as parish councillors, give 

their time and effort to undertake many jobs within the parish to help keep 

costs down. This is even more important in the future as Herefordshire 

Council’s budget cuts are leading to major reductions in funding to parishes. 

To maintain the environment of the parish in a good condition, more roles 

will have to be undertaken by volunteers within the community. Please 

consider if you are able to help, even if it is only a couple of hours a month 

litter picking for example, and contact the Parish Clerk if you can. Thank you. 

9. If you’d like to be alerted to new events in the parish and new items on the 

website (eg. PC agendas and minutes), please sign-up on the home page. If 

you want to get your event highlighted on the website, please email the Clerk 

as above. 

10. Planning: P164134/F, Land adjoining Orchard Farm, Eardisland, HR6 9BJ – 

Proposed pair of semi-detached cottages with parking. Demolition of 

outbuilding. New access road – It was resolved to object on the following 

grounds: problems of sewage and water management for existing and new 

build, increased flood risk; overdevelopment of site, close to road; close to 

listed buildings, no heritage assessment; split application against optimum 

size of development; infrastructure compromised for existing residents, 

Stonewater plant biodisc problems again; access issues as previous 

application on site. Conflicts with many criteria in NDP. If Herefordshire 

minded to permit, condition of construction Monday-Friday 08.00-17.00 only. 

P170070/F, Land at The Brouch, Burton Court Lane, Eardisland – Erection of 

four detached self-build dwellings with detached garages and associated 

infrastructure – It was resolved to object on the following grounds: on flood 

zone 2-3, area known and evidenced to flood; water down pedestrian access 

onto School Lane increasing flood risk; access issue onto Burton Lane, narrow 

road, length of access road on site; design issues, visual impact, departure 

mailto:eardislandclerk@gmail.com
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from street scene. Conflicts with many criteria in NDP. If Herefordshire 

minded to permit, condition of construction Monday-Friday 08.00-17.00 only. 

P170408/K, Stephens Cottage, Church Road, Eardisland, HR6 9BP – Fell Yew 

tree in front garden – It was resolved to support.  

11. The planned parish council meetings for 2017 are as follows:  27 April, 18 

May, 22 June, 20 July, 7 September, 26 October and 23 November.  

Alison Sutton, Clerk to Eardisland Parish Council 
 07789  322771 

 
KINGSLAND AND EARDISLAND HOSPICE FRIENDS 
 
At our recent Annual General Meeting it was noted that the total raised by the 
Group since its formation in Kingsland in 1992 was £88,450. Eardisland joined 
with Kingsland in 2002 with Gay Hogg and myself as the Eardisland 
representatives.  Since then numerous people have come and gone on the 
Committee, and we in Eardisland have made our contribution to the Group. 

Our most recent event was the Soup and Pancake Lunch at the 
Luctonians, which raised £438.43.  My thanks go to Jo Watson, Margaret Roberts 
and Diane Lee who worked very hard on the day serving and preparing the lunch. 
On March 30th and 31st  we will be having collections at Morrisons, Kingsland 
doing Thursday and Eardisland Friday.  Do contact me if you can spare an hour or 
two to help on Friday 31st March.  The more collectors we have the longer we can 
continue collecting! 

Hoping to hear from many of you. 
Dorothy Brown 388389 

 
MORTIMER PRACTICE PATIENT PARTICIPATION GROUP (PPG) 
 
The text messaging service to remind people of their forthcoming appointments 
which was introduced late last year appears to be reducing the missed 
appointment rates. If you have a mobile phone and have not yet registered for 
receiving this service and wish to, please contact Kingsland surgery.  
 Sister Burke (Lead Nurse) is now holding a Minor Illness clinic three 
mornings a week at Kingsland surgery. These clinics will help reduce pressure on 
the doctors’ workload. 
 The Friends of Mortimer Medical Practice has purchased an electronic 
information screen for the Kingsland surgery after a suggestion from the PPG. It 
has now been installed and when up and running will give up-to-date Health and 
Wellbeing information, changes in the surgery, delayed waiting times i.e. if the 
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doctor you are waiting to see is running late for their appointments and by how 
long. In due course other information will be shown. 

The Practice currently has a shortage of dispensing staff which is causing 
a problem with dispensing prescriptions. One person is off sick, one on maternity 
leave and the person covering has now resigned.  The Practice is sorry for this 
inconvenience and hope’s the situation will be resolved soon. 

The next PPG meeting is Tuesday 25th April if anyone has any 
issues/concerns they would like me to discuss at this meeting please let me 
know. 

Diane Lee 
 01544 387685 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WANT SOME FREE WOOD CHIPPINGS? 
 
The Manor House, Eardisland, has some 1 year old Wood Chipping's free of 
charge for villagers. They are in the corner at the end of the front stone wall at 
the beginning of driveway. 

Please only take them when the house is vacant – you will need to 
supply sacks and transport. If my silver Mazda is there, that’s ok. 

 
Nicky Edwards 

Housekeeper of The Manor House 
07890 354079 between 9.00am and 5.00pm 

01544 387919 work  
nickym1420@gmail.com  

  

 

SHARE A CARE 
 

Fancy a cup of free tea or coffee and cake! 
 

Then why not join us on the last Thursday in each month 
 

 in the village hall from 2.30pm 
 

Everyone is welcome! 

 
 

mailto:nickym1420@gmail.com
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EARDISLAND WOMEN'S INSTITUTE 
 
In January, we had a great start to 
our new year with Marion Willcocks 
who gave us a demonstration on 
spinning. She passed around various 
items made with yarns spun from 
different fleeces. The textures were 
very varied. She explained that she 
included silk in with the wool she 
was spinning so that when it was 
dyed it came out in two tones as 
wool takes the pigments better. She 
informed us that she spins her own 
wool, dyes it with natural pigments 
and herbs and weaves it or knits it 
into varied garments which she 
modelled for us.  
 In February, at the start of 
the meeting, we raised a toast in 
memory of Mrs Pat Roche and also 
sang "Jerusalem" in her honour and 
the W.I. banner was on 
display. Moyra Hoon gave us a very 
interesting talk on her work with 
the Dyslexia Society. This condition 
is becoming more recognised as 
many high- profile celebrities living 
with the condition are opening-up 
about it. She informed us how 
children are assessed and what help 
was available. We welcomed 
Margaret Milchard and Sue Wallis 
to the meeting as they were 

particularly interested in the 
subject. 
 In March, our speaker was 
Jennifer Shutler of Cutting Edge 
Jewellery and this will be reported 
on in the next issue. Also in March, 
the ladies will be helping at Doug's 
train running day in the village hall 
on Sunday 12th March from 10a.m. 
until 4.30p.m. and will be serving 
bacon butties and home-made 
cakes. 
 On Monday 10th April, our 
speaker will be Rob Strawson from 
Hereford Music Pool. This is the 
charity we are supporting at our 
Spring Coffee Morning on Saturday 
8th April from 10.30 until 12 noon 
and details of this charity were in 
the last W.I. report in the Eardisland 
News. We need books, bric-a-brac 
etc. for this event so, in the midst of 
your Spring cleaning, give a thought 
to this please. If you have any items 
you wish to be collected there is a 
contact number at the end of this 
report. 
 Looking ahead to Monday 
8th May our speaker will be Lisa 
Fisher from the House of Colour and 
this will bound to be a popular 
event.  If you wish to give us a try 
you will find a warm welcome. 

 
Mavis Tantrum (W.I. Secretary) 

 01544 387972 
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EARDISLAND TWINNING ASSOCIATION 
 
The preparations for the celebratory 10th anniversary French visit (to take place 
during the weekend of 26th-29th May 2017) are well advanced. 
 During the weekend, a number of community events are planned when 
everyone in Eardisland will be welcome – please keep an eye out a little nearer 
the time for posters around the village and check the parish website: 
www.eardisland.org.uk. A final programme will also be published in the next 
edition of the Parish Magazine. Please contact me if you would like initial further 
details of these community events or are interested in being involved in the 
hosting of our French friends. 

The “Pamper Evening” held on 20th January was very successful and the 
Committee would like to express thanks to everyone who supported the evening 
in so many ways. A net profit of £217.00 was raised which is a great help towards 
funding the events for the anniversary weekend in May. 

The forthcoming social activities in Eardisland Village Hall are confirmed 
as follows: 
 
Saturday 18th March 2017 – a coffee morning, please see page 17 for details. 
 
Friday 28th April 2017 – How well do you know your village? - an illustrated 
presentation with the Eardisland History & Heritage Group, looking at their work 
over many years in uncovering the history of the ancient parish of Eardisland. 
Please see page 20 for details. 
 
Sunday 30th April 2017 – in response to requests for a repeat of the November 
evening, a further French Wine and Cheese Evening. (The following day is a bank 
holiday.) Details are on page 21. 
 
We look forward to seeing you at one or all of these events!  

 
Ruth Brinton-Bivand 

Chair, Eardisland Twinning Association 
ruthbrintonbivand@gmail.com 

07773 706147 
 01544 388375 

  

http://www.eardisland.org.uk/
mailto:ruthbrintonbivand@gmail.com
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The full schedule will be published in the May magazine but here’s a sneak 
preview of some more new classes. 
 
Art 
An apple miniature 
 
Craft 
A decorated pebble paperweight 
 
Photography 
Spring in Eardisland 
 
The committee were very sorry to hear the sad news of Pat Roche and Gill 

Richards - both were great friends of the show. The high standard of their 
entries, along with their enthusiasm and support, will be sorely missed. 
 
WEDDING DRESS DISPLAY 
 
During the August weekend 2017, I would like to put on a wedding dress display 
in the Church here in Eardisland.  

Ladies, it would be lovely, if you would help by sharing memories of your 
day and putting your dress, and photo of yourself and husband, wherever your 
wedding took place, in the lovely setting of our village Church. 

I would love you to get in touch with me and together we can recreate 
wonderful memories and show your dress off to a new generation of brides to be 

Please phone me on 01544 388317, or email diancope@gmail.comm  
 

Dian x 
  

mailto:diancope@gmail.comm
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FROM HUGH VERNON . . . 
 
November 11th, 2018 will mark the centennial Armistice Day, when we shall 
remember the formal end of the First World War.  Over 100 men from our Parish 
enlisted in the Armed Forces during that War; fourteen were either killed in 
action or died as a result of wounds sustained.  They gave their tomorrows for 
our today, and what they bequeathed is all around us in this place, underwritten 
by the rights we enjoy.  We should remember them. 
 A heritage project, about to be initiated, aims to maintain consciousness 
of the sacrifices made by these servicemen who grew up or lived in our own 
community, and who fought for its culture and traditions.  Eardisland today 
would be a very different place had Britain been defeated in 1918.  The project is 
about valuing what we have, and recognising the high price that has been paid 
for it. 
 The plan is to develop walks within the Parish and surrounding parishes, 
named after each First World War serviceman identified on Eardisland’s War 
Memorial.  Preparation and implementation will be completed by a voluntary 
group.  Work will take place this summer and autumn; next year will see the 
project’s completion with an ‘official opening’ in November 2018.  The names of 
the Fallen, their circumstances and events at the time they died will become 
commonly known in our community and, over time, elsewhere.  
 To be known as ‘Eardisland Memorial Walks’, the project is actively 
supported by the Parish Council. It aligns with several Council objectives and is 
likely to have positive consequences for the local economy. 
 Wider interest in the project could serve to build new relationships with 
neighbouring villages, and maybe others further away, to mutual advantage.  A 
bid for Lottery fund support is in process, with a decision expected by the end of 
March.  
 As the plan is implemented, information will be distributed to keep 
parishioners informed.  Involvement is welcomed.  Volunteers who are 
interested could devote time, skills and energy; their reward intrinsic to being 
part of a successful community enterprise.   Activities will include labouring and 
landscape maintenance; keen walkers will be needed to monitor routes, signage 
and gates, while researching, tour guiding and other skills still to be identified will 
be called for. There will be events to create awareness and to encourage yet 
wider involvement – benefitting as many people as possible. 
 Interested individuals, groups or agencies who want to volunteer or in 
any way be part of the project can contact EardislandMemorialWalks@gmail.com  

  
   

mailto:EardislandMemorialWalks@gmail.com
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EARDISLAND CHURCH FLOWER GUILD 
 
Eardisland has recently lost two well loved and respected ladies who were very 
much part of our village community. Both Pat Roche and Gill Richards were 
longstanding members of our Church Flower Guild contributing so much time 
and effort with their lovely flower arrangements in our Church. Indeed, Mrs 
Roche also organised the Guild for a number of years and they will both be sadly 
missed by us all. 

Our condolences go to each of their families. 
 
SPONSOR A LILY 2017 
 
Once again Eardisland Church Flower Guild invite you to help sponsor the lilies at 
St Mary’s Church this Easter. This could be to give thanks for a special occasion or 
to remember a loved one. A donation of £5 is suggested but lesser or greater 
sums would be equally welcome and, with your usual generous support, we hope 
to have a wonderful display of flowers on Easter Day. 
As always, names of all the people or events being remembered will be posted in 
the church and any monies remaining after the purchase of the lilies will be used 
by the Flower Guild to help purchase flowers and decorate the church 
throughout the rest of the year. 
Sponsor forms can be found on the table at the back of the church and in the 
Community Shop. 

Thank you, 
Wendy Priday, on behalf of Eardisland Church Flower Guild 

 
CHURCH ELECTORAL ROLL 
 
The annual Church Electoral Roll revision is to take place during April, anyone 
who is not already on the roll and wishes to be included needs to complete an 
application form. 

Forms will be available in the church from March 19th to April 16th. 
 

Mike Coleburn 
 

 CHURCH ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
 
On Sunday 23rd April at 10.30 am we will be holding our Annual Parish Meeting 
in the Church where we elect the Churchwardens and PCC for the coming year. 
Everyone in the Parish is eligible to vote for the Churchwardens as this is 
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a Parish appointment and not a church one. People on the Electoral Roll of the 
Church are eligible to vote for members of the PCC. There will also be an 
opportunity to hear about what the Church has been doing in the 
past year and our hopes and plans for the future. Holding the meeting on a 
Sunday after the morning service, rather than in the evening, is a new departure 
for us and we are hoping that it will encourage more people to attend. Do not 
feel you have to come to the morning service - although of course we would love 
to see you. We shall be having coffee at 10.15 and then starting the Parish 
Meeting at 10.30. 

We look forward to your joining us. 
Beryl Hoda & Dian Cope 

Churchwardens 
 
SERVICES AT CHURCH OF ST MARY THE VIRGIN, EARDISLAND 
 
Priest-in-Charge:  Rev. Julie Read 
    07826 194400, rev.julie@btinternet.com 
    01568 708255 
Churchwardens   Beryl Hoda, Arrow Lawn, Eardisland  
      01544 388131 
                                                Dian Cope, Downome, Eardisland 
                                                 01544 388317 
   
Deputy Churchwarden:                      Richard Kirby 01544 388810  
Deputy Churchwarden and Treasurer:       Peter Brown 01544 388389 
Deputy Churchwarden and Organist:         Annette Blyth 01544 388241 

 

 

Sunday 19th March 

9.30 am Holy Communion 
 

Eardisland 

 

Sunday 26th March 

9.30 am Mothering Sunday Family 
Service with Angela Daniels and 
Eardisland children 
 

Eardisland 
 

 

Sunday 2nd April - Passion Sunday  

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

mailto:rev.julie@btinternet.com
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Sunday 9th April – Palm Sunday 

10.30 am Benefice Palm Sunday 
Communion with Donkeys and 
‘Open the Book’ 

Eardisland 
 

 

Thursday 13th April – Maundy Thursday 

7 pm Benefice Taizé Celebration of 
the Last Supper and Prayers in 
the Garden of Gethsemene 

Eardisland 
 

 

Friday 14th April – Good Friday 

2 pm The Last Hour Meditation 
 

Eardisland 
 

 

Sunday 16th April – EASTER SUNDAY 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland  

 

Sunday 23rd April  

9.30 am Short Morning Prayer followed 
by the ANNUAL PARISH 
MEETING at 10.15 
(coffee will be served) 

Eardisland 

 

Sunday 30th April  

10.30 am Benefice Holy Communion 
 

Kingsland 

 
FROM REV. JULIE READ 
 

I am privileged to be able to go into Kingsland Primary 

School (the primary school for the catchment area of 

Eardisland) and to be with them in an assembly once a week 

where we explore together the things of the Christian Faith 

and the life and work of Jesus. This week it was Ash 

Wednesday and we looked at how we dress appropriately 

for different occasions in our lives (with great care for 
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weddings, casually for holidays in the sun, with boots and raincoats for dog 

walking etc). In the Bible when people were sorry for their behaviour – either for 

things they didn’t even know they had done (until someone told them), for being 

careless and forgetting, or by deliberately being naughty they dressed in 

sackcloth (clothes made from sacks) and daubed their faces with ash to show 

their sadness or regret for doing wrong, or following the wrong track.  

The premise of the Christian Faith is that no one is perfect, and there are 

many, many good people and many that we would aspire to be like. When Jesus 

was born on earth he was found to be perfect – not in the sense that we might 

think perfect to be – but in fulfilling his purpose in life, to stand up for what is 

right, and for those who can’t stand up for themselves, to bring healing and 

wholeness in people’s lives and not to run away when doing what is right got 

very difficult, even to death on the cross. 

One of the youngest children made a symbol of a cross on my forehead 

in ash – it is a symbol of the love of Jesus, whose final words were “Father forgive 

them, for they don’t know what they are doing”. We still live in a world where sin 

is a part, I still sin, nowhere near perfect, but I know that the power of sin has 

been overcome and I rejoice in that in my faith, and there is nothing that can 

undo that.  

Lent is a time for the world outside to start growing again, and it is a 

time for us to look inside at the spiritual part of our being and encourage each 

other to grow in that part of our lives. The Tuesday group are reading Matthew’s 

Gospel with Tom Wright’s ( a bishop and author) help – a book club to which you 

would be very welcome. Nick (my husband) is leading a series of Wednesday 

nights on Climate Change and our response to it. Then on Mothering Sunday we 

will be gathering with families (I hope you will put this in your diaries (26th March 

at 9.30am) to give thanks for all those who mother us and our mother church. 

We will remember Pat Roche who for many years has prepared the flowers for 

Mothering Sunday. 

At these services where families are being encouraged to take a more 

active role in our services – we will be using the “Open the Book” format to 

present the Lion Storyteller Bible in more dramatic ways and for this we need to 

make costumes for children and a few adults and I wondered if you had any 

spare material or dressing up props that might be useful to those preparing these 

occasions (think of Biblical types of costumes – tea towel headdresses, rustic 

tunics, material fit for a king or two, and you can’t go far wrong). 

Jesus said “I am the resurrection and the life, whoever believes in me, 

even though they die WILL LIVE, and everyone who lives and believes in me will 
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never die”. There will be a Taize Style service on Thursday 13th April at 7pm in 

Church, and a Good Friday meditation at 2 – 3pm “The Last Hour” and we  will 

celebrate this amazing account of life over death at our Easter Sunday service in 

April. Do come and see. 
 
EARDISLAND IN BLOOM 
 

The weather was kind although a little on the chilly 
side for our first Thursday morning stint of the 
year, but it was good to be back and by the end of 
the session you could see progress had been made. 
We can never have enough volunteers, so the 
invitation is there as always, just meet up around 
the shop around 10am with a pair of gardening 
gloves and a trowel. Coffee and cake is the 
essential part of the day and follows at 11am. 
You’ll be most welcome. 

A few important dates for your diary: 
 
Litter Pick – Saturday 25th March  
 
Meet outside the shop at 10am. A reflective jacket, gloves, grabbers and black 
sacks will all be provided. Please bring along a friend for company and help to 
keep the parish tidy. 
 
Eardisland in Bloom AGM – Thursday 30th March @ 2.30pm @ Holmlea 
(courtesy of Mr Barry Freeman) 
 
This is expected to be a very short meeting but will be followed by a discussion 
regarding our work plans for the year. Everyone is welcome. 
 
Plant Sale – Saturday 13th May, in the village hall, 10.00am – 12.30pm 
 
Once again there will be a huge range of plants for sale at very reasonable prices. 
We very much welcome donations of plants and unwanted gardening 
equipment, pots, support canes etc, just bring them along on the day or one of 
our team will be happy to collect. This is a vital fundraiser for In Bloom and 
monies raised are used to support our buying throughout the year.  
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Craft Fair – Saturday 21st October, St Mary’s Church and grounds. 
 
Space is becoming very limited with 28 bookings taken so far, so if you’d like to 
reserve a stall please contact me as soon as possible (Phil Milchard). Most of the 
available room is in the large marquees in the church grounds, but be quick! 
 

Phil Milchard Chris Watson Wendy Cross 
 

EARDISLAND BOWLS CLUB 
 
The opening day for the Bowls Club this year is Saturday 22nd April at 2.00pm. 
New members are always welcome. Please bring flat shoes if you wish to play – 
bowls can be supplied. 

Doug Tantrum 
 01544 387972 

A RAMBLE THROUGH TIME IN THE PARISH OF EARDISLAND 
 

 1680 
 in Eardisland (cont’d) 

 

       My last contribution to these pages finished with a drawing of “The earlier 
dovecote, NW of the church”. That drawing and its caption came from the WI 
Book (1956), but there is no reason to doubt that it, the earlier dovecote, did 
indeed exist earlier, arguably very much earlier, than 1956. Two reasons support 
this comment. 
       First, what may be intended to represent it shows on the Tithe Map (1842-
1844), north and very slightly west of the church. That this feature was the 
earlier dovecote is supported by a drawing of 1837: 
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       Second, and particular to my wording “very much earlier”, is the fact that it 
appears to have been of circular construction. This form suggests an early origin, 
impliedly in the Norman period, say 1066-1154. 
 
       But to return to 1680 when the “earlier Dovecote” certainly did exist. What 
of the present dovecote, currently in use as the Village Shop? Had it been built by 
1680? 
      In 1934 the present building was described by the Royal Commission on 
Historic Monuments as: 

A square brick building, gabled on each face and with a central lantern and 
weather vane; it is probably of late 17th or early 18th century date. Condition-

Good. 
       Whether late 17Th or early 18th century date  was intended to stretch back to 
1680 must remain a matter of discussion. 
       The earliest document which may be relevant by perhaps referring to the 
lower part of the present building is the Will of John Trumper dated 17th 
September 1745. It mentions: 
...the Porch House in Eardisland aforesaid enclosed with walls and wherein a fish 

pond and brick building now stands. 
       Porch House was what is nowadays, inaccurately, called ‘The Old Manor 
House’. No Lord of the Manor ever lived there, nor were manorial Courts ever 
held there. But to return to the Dovecote. 
        It is the brick building mentioned in the Will of John Trumper which may 
have later developed into the present dovecote. The wording now stands could 
be taken to suggest that it was of recent construction. The wording in Trumper’s 
Will is very precise throughout, as is to be expected of such a document of that 
period. Had that building been a dovecote, or had it then been intended that it 
should become a dovecote, it can be taken as certain that it would have been 
described as such. 
       And so, only one dovecote here in 1680. 
 
       Close to the end of what I included in the Parish Magazine last published, I 
said that still to be considered was the phrase one water corn mill, one dove 
house. There now only remains to discuss the water corn mill from that specific 
reference before moving on to describe, by other means, Eardisland as it was in 
1680. 
       In fact there was more than one mill; particularly so when, as is my intention 
for all topics, the whole parish, not only the manor/village of Eardisland, is 
included.  
       A Glebe Terrier is extant. Whilst the document itself is undated, other 
circumstances enable it to be placed between 1679-1730: 
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Item there has been accustomed to be paid to the said vicar for mills at or about 
Easter annually as follows viz: for Burtons Mill now in the possession of Mr Lamb   

2s 8d for Mr Doyes Mill 6s 8d for Mr Dolphins Mill 3s 4d his now mill 
uncompounded for. 

       Burton Mill, still with some of its machinery, still exists, although it has not 
been worked since the early 1940s. Its water power reaches it via a leat off 
Tippet’s Brook, which, certainly for that part of its course, formed the boundary 
of the manor of Burton, of the township of Burton and still today is there the 
parish boundary of Eardisland.  
       Mr Doyes Mill can be identified as either the mill which became known as 
Upper Mill, or its predecessor, not far to the west of Upper Mill. That earlier mill 
was replaced by Upper Mill at an unidentified date between 1598 and 1698. 

Mr Dolphins Mill 3s 4d his now mill uncompounded for. 
       This makes it clear that Dolphin had two mills, one of which, impliedly, was of 
then recent construction. 
       Dolphin, Richard Dolphin, is recorded as living in the capital messuage called 
the Court of Eardisland viz. modern Court House Farm. Before 1840 The Court 
House Estate included what became present day Glan Arrow, and the now 
separate Glanarrow Mill. 
        And so, in 1680, in addition to certainly one, possibly two mills upstream of 
our present bridge, there were two downstream of it. One of these is very likely 
to have been the mill which was later developed to become the present dwelling, 
Glanarrow Mill. 
       The position of the other is uncertain, but it may well have been upstream of 
Glanarrow Mill, yet downstream of the present bridge. 

George Alderson 
gwawestwayes@btinternet.com  

 
HAVE YOU HAD A DULL WINTER WEATHER-WISE? 
 
Below are details of sunlight levels, in Eardisland, as measured by the output 
figures from our solar PV panels at Lyme Lane (N.B. which cannot tell the whole 
story as they are orientated to the S.E. hence missing any sun late in the day). 
Last March, I reported that each of the 2015/16 winter months of November, 
December and January had the lowest output for those months since my records 
began (Oct 2011), but that February 2016 had the highest levels produced in that 
month since my records began @5.9 KWH/D.  
 
 
 
 

mailto:gwawestwayes@btinternet.com


32 
 
 

So how about the winter of 2016/17? 
All figures below using Kilo Watt hours/day (Kwh/d) average in the month. 
 2015/16  2016/17  2016/17 vs 2011/12 
Nov     2.2       4.1   114% 
Dec     1.4       2.0   79% 
Jan    2.5       2.3   74% 
Feb    5.9      3.6   71% 

The table shows that while both November and December 2016 were 
significantly brighter than last year, January 2017 was even darker than last year, 
it becoming the lowest Jan figure on my records. But even worse than that, 
February 2017 also proved to be the dullest February on my records, after Feb 
2016 being the best. 

Compared with the winter 2011/12 as a baseline, Dec, Jan and Feb 
2016/17 have been very gloomy, averaging close to 75% of the 2011/12 light 
levels measured by our PV set-up. So, yes it has been a particularly dull winter 
weather-wise here in Eardisland. But you don’t need me to tell you that do you! 
Roll on March, which in previous years with its longer days has produced 
averages of between 6.8 – 10.6 KWH/D. 

Chris Watson 
 
EARDISLAND WEATHER FOCUS 
 
January's weather lacked the seasonal snow apart from a light dusting and 
some sleet: temperatures ranged from minus 8 degrees at night to 10 degrees in 
the daytime and some days remained at 0 degrees all day. 
 Total rainfall for the month was 51mm (2 inches) with barometer 
pressures ranging from 29.2 to 30.06. 12 mm (half of an inch) of rain on the 30th 
caused the river to rise from a steady 7 inches to 14 inches. 
 The weather for February was a mix of rain with light snow on the 11th, 
total rainfall was 70mm (2.75 inches) with the river rising to 30 inches on the 
27th. Barometer readings ranged from 28.74 to 29.82. Storm Doris on the 23rd 
travelled north leaving strong winds and 4mm (0.157 inch) of rain. Total rainfall 
for Jan 2016 was 109mm (4.29 inches) and Feb, 62mm (2.44 inches).  
 Nature-wise, cormorants with fish have been seen in the river, also the 
swans with their three cygnets, a pair of mallards are once again roaming the 
garden looking for a suitable nesting place and, at the moment, we are missing 
one moorhen from the usual pair. 

Doug Tantrum reporting from Kingfisher House 
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WEOBLEY THEATRE GOERS 

 
Now is the time to book for Crazy For You, starring Tom Chambers at Cardiff 
Millennium Theatre on Thurs 7 September leaving Bell Square, Weobley at 10.00 
for the matinée at 2.30pm.  “High energy, high kicking and gloriously glamorous, 
Crazy For You is the ultimate feel-good musical with a fabulous score from the 
Gershwin brothers’ songbook. Mistaken identities, plot twists, heartbreak, 
happiness and a wealth of memorable tunes, including I Got Rhythm, They Can’t 
Take That Away From Me, Nice Work If You Can Get It and Embraceable You. Top 
Hat star Chambers plays the stage-mad son of a wealthy banker family who is 
given the task of closing a theatre in Nevada.” All seats are in the first rows of the 
Circle and are £51 to include the coach, to be paid before 30 June. 

For further information: Kate Best 01544 318513  bobkatebest@tiscali.co.uk 
 

 

mailto:bobkatebest@tiscali.co.uk
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