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Saturday 1st May 2010, ‘Paul the Postman’ opens the Eardisland Community Shop.
Now, in 2019, the shop has been awarded the Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service.
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EARDISLAND COMMUNITY SHOP AWARDED THE QUEEN’S
AWARD FOR VOLUNTARY SERVICE
The Queen's Award for Voluntary Service is the highest
award given to local volunteer groups across the UK to
recognise outstanding work done in their own communities.
The genesis of the Eardisland Community Shop goes back a couple of years
before its opening in May 2010. From a simple idea that ‘the village needs a
shop’ a small group of people worked on the logic of putting the idea into reality.
It was far more complicated than one might initially think. Where to put it? How
to get the money to start? How to staff it? How to manage the long-term
strategy? Who does the day-to-day running? What are the legal requirements?
Well, the problems were solved and here we are, nine years on from the
opening, with The Queen’s Award. It’s not appropriate to name names – so many
volunteers have contributed over the years that it would be unreasonable (and
probably inaccurate!).
I quote a few snippets from the submission for the award:
“The main beneficiaries are the residents of the village, particularly those who
find it difficult to get to the supermarket five miles away. It is not just a matter of
convenience but of vital social contact. It is seen as a hub and is, for example, the
first port of call for the Share a Care scheme. Virtually every member of the
village (c 350 adults + children) plus people from other villages and visitors
benefit regularly.”
“It not only meets the need from both the whole village and visitors for food and
general basic requirements - it is the only retail outlet for some miles and is
particularly important for those who are less mobile - but has become a very
important social and information hub, particularly for those who can so easily
become isolated. All profits go back to the community. It has also given a real
sense of purpose to the unique Georgian dovecote in which it is located.
It is open for long hours (seven days / 52 hours a week); the volunteers are
unfailingly helpful, pleasant and enthusiastic; in a very restricted space it carries a
surprisingly wide stock and the stock management is very efficiently run. It uses
more than 30 local suppliers with daily deliveries of, e.g. paper, milk, bread and
vegetables. Profits have bought such things as a picnic bench, wooden planters,
footpath gates in honour of dead WW1 villagers, a marquee for village use, and
tables for the village hall. It has also contributed to the children's play area, the
paving and landscaping of the area outside the shop and down to the river, and
to all fund-raising raffles.”
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EDITORIAL
As I write, on the Sunday of ‘Open
Gardens’, the weather is fine, and
the event seems to be a success.
Richard Kirby has written a piece
about the weekend on page 16
(sorry that the pitch is smaller – it
was difficult to fit in). Visitors were
very complimentary not only about
the gardens, but also the lovely
presentation of the village as a
whole. For the latter, thanks are
due to the E-Team, who brave all
weathers to dig, plant, trim and
water.
I was sad to hear of the
death of Peggy Bray, late of Green
Elms. Julie Read has referred to this
in her piece in ‘Church Matters.’
Our condolences go to family and
friends.
With this edition of the
Eardisland Parish Magazine you

should find an insert with details of
‘Who’s Who? and Organisations’.
It’s really quite a job to pull all this
together and my thanks go to
Patricia Gill who has undertaken the
research and production. Naturally,
over time, personnel change and it
is enormously helpful to let Patria
know when changes occur - details
on the contacts page on the back
cover. In the meantime, please keep
the insert where you can find it so
that you can contact the relevant
people if you need to.
I wish the best for Peter
and Dorothy Brown who are moving
out of the village. Both have
contributed significantly to parish
life over years.
Finally, don’t forget the
Village Show! (Please see page 19
onwards).
Chris Bivand
3

EARDISLAND PARISH DIARY
Sunday 25th August
Friday 6th September
Saturday 7th September
Monday 9th September
Thursday 12th September
Fri/Sun 13th – 15th September
Friday 20th September
Thursday 10th October
Saturday 12th October
Thursday 14th November
Friday 15th November
Friday 15th November
Friday 29th November
Friday 20th December
Tuesday 31st December

Annual Duck Race, p.11
Magazine Copy Date
Village Show, p.19
W.I. Talk, p.11
Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm
St Michael’s Hospice Flower Festival, p.36
Projected Magazine Distribution
Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm
Craft and Produce Fair, p.25
Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm
Hospice Coffee Morning, p.12
Magazine Copy Date
Projected Magazine Distribution
Carol Singing
New Year’s Party

Please note: Eardisland Parish Council dates have been changed to the second
Thursday in the month as detailed above.
Regularly: Share a Care – last Thursday of the month.
For the latest information on events (or cancellation), please visit the Eardisland
Community Website: www.eardisland.org.uk
Please bear in mind that the published copy date is the final date for copy, and
not all the copy on that date. There may be special circumstances that make
submitting copy for the copy date difficult. In these cases, I am happy to discuss
possible ways around the problem in advance.
As with many people, I use Microsoft Word to produce the copy for the
printer and it is, therefore, important to give me copy in a form that can be
processed. The usual Word file format is .doc or .docx. Material in other forms,
for example, .jpeg, .pdf, .pages etc. can present problems unless they fit the page
template. If you need a copy of the page template, please let me know and I will
send it by email. Also, if there is a mistake in fact, grammar or punctuation, I am
unable to make changes in these formats. If in doubt, please contact me and I will
do my best to help.
Thanks,
Chris Bivand
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Dear Villagers,
It is with the utmost regret that I write to inform you of recent events in
the organisation of our French guests’ visit to Kingsland / Eardisland in July,
culminating in their decision to inform us that they are withdrawing from the
visit. A vast amount of preparation has taken place – the French breakfast /
coffee morning, meetings, and many emails and communications between
England and France, to name just a few.
Nine of our children visited France in November 2017 and had the most
wonderful and educational time. Lasting friendships were created and children
were thoroughly immersed in French culture. As a school, we fully understood
the power of this visit and its contribution to the experiences of the children who
went. We were obviously keen to build this link and develop the relationship
between the two schools and the two villages.
After the school in La Neuve Lyre declined our offer of a reciprocal visit,
a second invitation was sent to some of the people whom we met in France to
visit our school and allow us to match the warm hospitality that we received. This
was positively received and the process of organising the visit was underway.
Unfortunately, I have now been informed that the group leader has
suffered an injury that would prevent him from coming. It appears that this is a
stumbling block which is impossible for them to overcome, so they are
withdrawing from the visit altogether. There has been much communication with
the French twinning association and the guests involved, but it has not been
possible to convince them that the visit could still be possible.
I share in the frustration that this decision causes, particularly for our
children losing out on having the wonderful experience of meeting our French
guests and developing their friendships. We are particularly disappointed that
the exceptionally kind offer from The Manor House will no longer be able to be
fulfilled.
I am determined that the links with France are developed and not left to
wither. However, at the present time, I am unsure what this will look like. I am
very conscious of the incredible amount of money which was raised at the French
Breakfast and that this must be used wisely to develop our French links. It could
be that the money could fund a future visit to France…
May I take this opportunity in sending my deep thanks and gratitude for
all your support with this project.
Stewart Debenham
Headteacher Kingsland CE Primary School
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PARISH COUNCIL (PC) UPDATE
1. At the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council in May, Cllr Maryan Hanson was
elected Chair with Cllr Richard Kirby as Vice Chair. Councillors were
nominated for various roles and working groups: Cllrs Hanson, Kirby, Curtis
and Connop for the Financial Advisory Working Group; Cllr Harper for Parish
Magazine Liaison; Cllrs Curtis and Albright for the Village Hall Project Working
Group. A Councillor for liaison with the Village Hall Management Committee
will be nominated if the Committee request this in future.
2. We are aware of continuing problems with helicopters flying over the village.
We have found out that they are military helicopters using the fixed wing
circuit – as shown on the Shobdon Noise Abatement Map on the post on the
parish council website. Unfortunately, Air Traffic Controllers at Shobdon are
unable to control these military flights, though they are reported to Shobdon
by the Clerk at regular intervals.
3. Following the report on the Feasibility Study on the options for the Village
Hall, the parish council has set up a Project Working Group to take forward
the upgrading and refurbishment project. The first meeting was on 4 July. We
still need 2-3 parishioners, preferably with relevant skills, to join the project
group. Please can you help? If you are willing to volunteer, please contact the
Parish Clerk.
4. New rules concerning release of liquid from a septic tank or small sewage
treatment plant are now in force. Septic tanks are not allowed to discharge
directly to a surface water source, whether a ditch, stream or river. If your
septic tank does discharge directly, you must replace or upgrade your system
before 1 January 2020. You will need to install a drainage field (infiltration
system) to discharge to the ground or replace your septic tank with a small
sewage treatment plant. If you sell your property before the end of 2019, you
will need to sort out responsibility for replacing or upgrading the septic tank
with your buyer. Please contact the Environment Agency for more
information https://www.gov.uk/permits-you-need-for-septic-tanks/youhave-a-septic-tank-or-small-sewage-treatment-plant
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5. A summary of the Parish Council 2018-19 accounts is shown below.
2017-2018
£25,408.00

2018-2019
£25,408.00

Receipts
Precept

£633.96

£0.00

£616.00

£603.00

Parish magazine and other advertising

£130.00

£130.00

Bowling Club rent

£7.26

£7.26

£9,200.00

Wayleaves
Heritage Lottery Fund Grant Eardisland Memorial Walks

£1,569.82

£4,147.83

£369.38

£217.34

£0.00
£10,000.00
£47,934.42

Lengthsman and P3 from HC

VAT reclaim
Community Housing Fund grant
Donation for work by shop/new path
Lottery grant for village hall work

£30,513.43

TOTAL
Payments
STAFF AND CLLR

£3,761.48

£6,278.39

£565.36

£558.70

Salary & PAYE
Clerk's expenses - mileage, parking, SLCC

£60.00

£166.20

Training

£200.00

£350.00

Audit

£781.31

£868.85

Insurance

£463.15

£484.54

Subscription - HALC, ICO, Community First, HTWN

£20.00

£10.00

£6.97

£7.38

£775.61

£503.45

£0.00

£0.00

£220.00

£226.50

ADMINISTRATION AND MANAGEMENT

£62.98

£0.00
£1,173.24

Car park
Drainage rates
Parish Expenses - postage, stationery, sundries
Election
Room hire for PC meetings
Website
GDPR
MAINTENANCE

£2,134.75

£2,979.00

Lengthsman and P3

£3,240.23

£3,491.80

Maintenance - mowing, SIDs, bus shelter, other

£58.60

£82.52

£10,000.00

£1,895.00

Play area
Village hall refurbishment and repair
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GRANTS
£130.00

£416.00

Grants/donations

£934.80

£995.89

Parish magazine

£1,005.00

£1,000.00

Burial ground mowing
VAT AND CONTINGENCY

£4,162.08

£4,161.69

£2,355.57

£169.14

£0.00

£0.00

VAT
Contingency
Planning contingency
PREVIOUS EXPENSES

£369.38

£217.34

£5,607.52

£3,592.48

£36,900.54

Projects - work by shop/new path
Eardisland Memorial Walks

£11,145.32

Community Housing Fund grant

£40,773.43

TOTAL

6. The Police and Crime Commissioner has a new initiative ‘We Don’t Buy Crime’
which involves parishioners in an area marking moveable, and therefore more
easily stolen, property with Smartwater. The Commissioner will fund 25% of
the Smartwater kits if the parish council will fund the rest (about £1,600).
However, the initiative is only effective as a deterrent if 70% of households in
the area have property marked. Please contact the Parish Clerk on
parish.clerk@eardisland-pc.gov.uk or 07789 322771 if you are interested in
this project. We can only go ahead if enough people want to take part.
7. The new parish council website can be accessed at www.eardisland-pc.gov.uk
with the community website continuing to provide all other information at
www.eardisland.org.uk.
8. GDPR requires people to give positive consent for the parish council to hold
personal data and to allow you to receive emails. If you have given consent to
be alerted to new events in the parish and new items on the website (e.g. PC
agendas and minutes) on the community website, your details have been
added to the new parish council website for news alerts. Please contact the
Clerk if you wish your name and data to be removed from this list.
9. The following planning applications have been considered or noted in May
and June. P191398/F, Land at Court House, Eardisland, HR6 9BW – Proposed
new dwelling – Resolved to support as conforms to Eardisland NDP policy E1
and comment that condition required to use Burton Lane access. P191433/L,
Burton Court, Eardisland, HR6 9DN – Proposed retention of biomass wood
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pellet boiler, feed hopper and related heating plant (Retrospective) –
Resolved to support. P191488/F, Folley Farm, Broome Lane, Eardisland, HR6
9BS – Proposed extension to existing building for use as additional workshop
and storage space in connection with a business – Resolved to support and
comment condition requested to reduce external lighting at the site in line
with Eardisland NDP policy E6. Noted P183903/F, Land opposite
Meadowmead, Eardisland – Proposed dwelling and detached garage –
Approved with conditions. Noted P190488/FH, Stonelea Cottage, Eardisland,
HR6 9AS – Single storey extension to the west side of the existing house –
Approved with conditions. P191652/FH, The Oaks, Eardisland, HR6 9BG –
Proposed conversion of garage to form annexed accommodation to main
house – Resolved to support in principle and comment – concerns about lack
of evacuation plan in case of emergency flood event; external lighting should
conform to NDP policy E6; condition to be placed that cannot be sold
separately from main dwelling; no ecological survey provided; highway safety,
access and visibility very difficult for this property; concerns about use of
building generating extra traffic on lane already highlighted by residents as
difficult. Noted P190005/FH, Green Lane Cottage, Eardisland, HR6 9BN –
Proposed two-bedroom ancillary detached granny annexe. Demolition of 3
outbuildings and replacement with a 3 bay garage with store above –
Approved with conditions. Noted P190200/F, Arrowbank Caravan Park,
Eardisland, HR6 9BG – Retrospective application for enlarging existing pond
and disposal of excavated material on adjacent land – Approved with
conditions.
10. The amended planned parish council meeting dates can be found in the diary
of the magazine. Extra meetings will be held if required to meet deadlines for
response to planning applications and details can be found on the notice
boards and website. Meetings are open to the public and a short time is
allocated on the agenda to take questions or comments from parishioners, in
line with the council’s standing orders.
RESIDENTIAL SEPTIC TANKS
This is an extract from Cllr. Roger Phillips’ monthly newsletter:
Following a resident enquiry, I contacted our officers regarding the rules on
septic tanks. In 2015 the Environment Agency (EA) issued new rulings on
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discharges from septic tanks directly to surface water not being allowed. If you
have a septic tank that discharges directly to a surface water, you will need to
replace or upgrade your treatment system by 1 January 2020. Where properties
with septic tanks that discharge directly to surface water are sold before 1
January 2020, responsibility for the replacement or upgrade of the existing
treatment system should be addressed between the buyer and seller as a
condition of sale.
If the Environment Agency finds evidence that your septic tank
discharging to surface water is causing pollution, you will need to replace or
upgrade your system earlier than 1 January 2020. You will usually have to do this
within 1 year, although this will be agreed on a case-by-case basis. There are also
increased controls for the protection of ground waters etc. referred to as
designated protected areas which require a permit which can be refused if the
discharge is considered inappropriate.
The enforcement of these requirements rests with the Environment
Agency, not the Local Authority therefore your concerns should be directed to
them.
The legal frameworks to require owners of problematic septic tanks
have been available for many years with powers available to the EA under the
rules for the protection of Controlled Waters. My advice is not to panic but be
aware of the situation and check any discharge into the system. The publicity of
this is very poor and to date the EA does not seem to be prioritising private
residents.
W.I. REPORT
In May we had an outing to Bryans Ground near Presteigne. We followed the
intrepid mini through many single-track roads but arrived safely! About ten of us
enjoyed a sunny afternoon strolling around the gardens with its little "quirky"
touches and afterwards we all enjoyed refreshments before going our separate
ways. (Needless to say, I did not follow the mini but found a wider smoother
route home!)
We were let down by our speaker in June but our President managed to
book Malcolm Penny who intrigued us with "Tales of the Undirected." He showed
us slides of his work with wildlife, from penguins to forestry, from Patagonia to
the Antarctic and many other places. We saw slides of him with David Bellamy
and personnel from Oxford Scientific Films.
July will be a busy time for us as we celebrate our 100th Birthday! By the
time this goes to press we will have visited Sue and Ross Risdon's house and
gardens, primarily to see her amazing collection of dolls’ houses and to take
afternoon tea. We will also have partaken in our centenary meal at the Riverside,
Aymestry and just in case this is out prior to Sunday 14th July at 9.30a.m. the W.I.
10

is invited to the Eardisland church for a special service to celebrate this
milestone. So, members past and present will be made very welcome and their
menfolk too!
We have a break in August but on Monday 9th September Carole Millin
we be educating us with "History of the English Language Part 2" so we look
forward to that.
Please feel inspired to join us and give us a go. Contact me as below or any W.I.
member.
Mavis Tantrum (W.I. Secretary) 01544 387972
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KINGSLAND AND EARDISLAND HOSPICE FRIENDS
We are very pleased to say that our collection at Morrisons in June raised
just over £1,000. We found people to be very kind and generous and full of
positive comments about experiences with St. Michael's and so it was quite an
uplifting time. Very many thanks to everyone who spared the time to collect and
help to achieve such a good amount.
Our next event is not until the pre-Christmas coffee morning at the
Luctonians on Friday 15th November. A long time away but please put it in your
diaries and bring your friends to help swell the funds.
I will say goodbye now as we will be moving shortly but we will stay in
touch with the village. Very best wishes to you all and keep the spirit of
Eardisland strong and cheerful!
Dorothy Brown
HOSPICE FRIENDS GROUPS
Bereavement groups offering support to those who have lost a loved one are
taking place across Herefordshire.
The free service is run by St Michael’s Hospice and offers both practical
and emotional support for the bereaved, whether or not their loved one was
cared for by St Michael’s.
35 West Friends in Leominster has recently been set-up and meets in 35
West Coffee, Books & Community Space on the final Thursday of each month at
11am.
It joins Kington Friends which meets every other month at the Oxford
Arms in Duke Street, Kington, the Bromyard Friends which meets each month at
Flowerdew’s in the Market Square, Bromyard, and Weekend Friends which
meets at Wyevale on Kings Acre Road in Hereford, also monthly.
For more information, including specific dates, visit st-michaelshospice.org.uk/hospice-care/support-for-carers/weekend-friends/

Paul Broome
Communications Officer, St Michael’s Hospice
Tel 01432 852 643
Fax 01432 851 022
st-michaels-hospice.org.uk
facebook.com/stmichaelshospicehereford
twitter.com/stmichaelshosp
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MEMORIAL WALKS
We believe that the project goes well, although it’s difficult to quantify. But our
guide brochures sell well, and feedback from a range of sources remains positive.
In late May, we commemorated Pte Stanley Hughes by unveiling the
Union flag from his Memorial Gate in what has become a standard ceremony standard because we want our 13 lads to be remembered equally. We were lucky
this time, the weather that evening encouraged a number of parishioners and
visitors to enjoy the complete Stanley Hughes’ Walk (No. 3), up to Pembridge on
Broome Lane, and back on the footpath which follows the line of the River
Arrow. The Walk passes Little Broome, where Stanley grew up. The railway was
only a stone’s throw away, and so it must have been distinctively different in that
part of the parish, with Broome Lane no doubt used to access Pembridge Station.
Stanley might have used the station when he travelled to London to join the
Royal Horse Artillery early in the war. He transferred to the Royal Irish Fusiliers,
eventually becoming part of the British Salonika Force. It was ill-fated and
disease, primarily malaria, accounted for tens of thousands of casualties. Stanley
was one: having been wounded he was evacuated to a field hospital but
contracted the disease and died. He was aged 20 and lies in a cemetery in
Greece. We had substantial support from the Royal Irish - an amalgamation of
Irish regiments whose museum is in Armagh. A veteran from the Royal Irish
Regiment performed the unveiling, the brass plaque donated by the Royal Irish.
Then, during Armed Forces’ Week we commemorated Pte William
Webb. He was born and brought up in Shirl Heath and later moved to Streamford
Cottages. William joined the Army Service Corps in Leominster in 1914, went to
France in 1915 and transferred to the 2/5th East Lancashire Regiment sometime
in 1917. This unit was involved in ferocious fighting during the German Spring
Offensive, including actions by both Germans and Allies to take and hold River
Somme crossings. William was killed in action on the 31st of March. He was
aged 30 and his body was never found. He is commemorated at the Poziers
Memorial in France.
William’s No.13 Walk is an interesting 10 miler on flat country, leaving
the War Memorial, passing into Monkland at Arrow Bridge, then down through
Monkland and back to Eardisland via Cholstrey, Kingsland and Shirl Heath. The
Memorial Gate is located where the footpath meets the lane about 500m west of
Monkland Common.
For the commemoration, around 20 Monkland villagers joined visitors,
including some from Eardisland. The unveiling was conducted by Ray Hunter,
once a Commander in the Royal Navy who served in the submarine, HMS
Resolution.
Monkland Parish Council generously laid on refreshments at their village
hall.
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Pte Stanley Hughes, 23 May 2019

Pte William Webb, 27 June 2019
Thanks, as ever, to those who support the project: by just coming along to
commemorate our 13 Fallen, or more hands-on tasks. Thanks now to Chris
Bivand, who is our Official Photographer.
Hugh Vernon
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CHURCH MATTERS
Priest-in-Charge:

Rev. Julie Read, The Rectory, Kingsland.
 07826 194400, rev.julie@btinternet.com
 01568 708255

Churchwarden

Liz Lever, 1 Arrow Barns, Eardisland
 01544 388157 leverfamily360@hotmail.com
Dian Cope, Downome, Eardisland.
 01544 388317

Sacristan

Lay Co-Chair:
Treasurer:
Organist:
PCC Secretary:

Richard Kirby
Mike Coleburn
Annette Blyth
Avis Denny

01544 388810
 01544 388486
01544 388241
01568 780874

SERVICES TO BE HELD AT ST MARY, THE VIRGIN, EARDISLAND AND FAMILY
SERVICES AT KINGSLAND
Additional services on weekdays: Tuesday Prayer Group 9.00am
Followed by study group at various members’ houses - all welcome
NEW- Evening prayers Friday 5.30pm, ALL WELCOME at St Mary’s, Eardisland

Sunday 7th July
9.30am
9.30 am
Sunday 14th July
9.30am

Sunday 21st July
9.30 am
11 am

Holy Communion
Trinity 3
Messy Church

EARDISLAND

Holy Communion
Eardisland WI Centenary
Celebration

EARDISLAND

Holy Communion
Trinity 5
Family Communion

EARDISLAND
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KINGSLAND

KINGSLAND

Sunday 28th July
9.30 am

Holy Communion Trinity 6

EARDISLAND

SUMMER SAFARI SERVICES
Sunday 4th August
10.30 am
Sunday 11th August
10.30 am
Sunday 18th August
10.30 am

Family Communion

Taize Communion

LAMMAS
Holy Communion with
preparation of wheat for bread

AYMESTREY

EARDISLAND

Leinthall Earles

EARDISLAND ‘OPEN GARDENS’ – W/E 6TH/7TH JULY 2019
We were lucky with the weather this year, both days were good, particularly the Sunday.
Visitor attendance of 280 to view the 9 gardens over the weekend was excellent. As ever
the gardens on show, which varied from the large splendid examples, to the small cottage
gardens so typical of our stunning riverside village, gave our visitors something very
special to enjoy. Our gardeners certainly did an outstanding job presenting gardens of the
highest standard, an achievement we must all applaud.
As most of you will know, the money raised from the weekend goes to support
the continuing functioning of our Church, St Mary the Virgin. This year we raised over
£2,500 which, after the payment of expenses, will leave a sum in the region of £2,400 to
go towards meeting something of the £23,000 which it takes to keep the church doors
open in any normal year.
Obviously, many residents of the village and Arrow Bank Caravan Park
contributed in so many ways towards making the weekend the undoubted success it was,
so in no particular order I would like to thank:
*The garden owners who put in so much hard work to present the outstanding gardens
without which we could not have this event.
*The many volunteers who sold entrance and raffle tickets.
*The volunteers who provided and served such tempting cakes with morning coffees and
afternoon teas; no mean feat over a two-day event.
*The team who worked in the background on signs, publicity and general administration.
*The individuals and organisations who sponsored draw prizes and other costs including
catering and publicity.
And, of course, a big thank you to all those who turned out to make the event
the success it was.
Richard Kirby (Lay Co Chair Eardisland PCC)
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FROM JULIE READ
Life never fails to surprise us and there is always plenty to give thanks for. At
school the children have a “value” for each half term and at the moment we are
looking at Thankfulness. I often ask the children what has been the best and the
worst part of the day/the event/since we last met and they can always find what
has given them the most joy and what has challenged them the most. And
interestingly it is usually about relationships/people. When we give thanks and
praise to each other and to God we see confidence and joy light up the other. In
Genesis God’s work of creation is recorded as taking 6 days (pretty long ones I
think) and on the 7th day God rested from the work of creation and looked at
creation and it was very good.
There is an old hymn which perhaps we should sing more often Count
your blessings, count them one by one Count your blessings see what God has
done. So in the life of the Church we give thanks for the licensing of Rosie Capon
as reader in this group of parishes. You may know Rosie as she moved into
Eardisland more than a year ago now, and she is often out with Toby her dog
pacing the footpaths. Rosie will be taking some of the services and will be around
to help you with things to do with faith – so do chat to her when you see her. I
thank God that she has come to be among us especially as Beryl and Alister are
on the move!
We give thanks too for the life of Peggy Bray whose funeral was just last
week. She is the last of the original residents of Green Elms, moving in there as
they were still being built. We give thanks for all that her generation did in
making Eardisland the place it is today. For surely Eardisland is a great place to
live?
We give thanks for the hard work and generosity of those who support
the church, especially this last weekend as local gardens have been open for a
social and fundraising weekend.
We give thanks for the Pilgrim Group that meets on a Tuesday morning
to pray and to “chew the cud” about life and God. They have just produced a
series of booklets that are available in the Church free and tackle some of the
questions of life: Why is there suffering? Why go to Church? (I often ask myself
that and I am the vicar!!) , How do I pray? Do you know who Jesus Christ is?
If you grapple with any of these questions, go and pick up one of the leaflets and
do come and enter into discussion with us about that. We are about reality and
not some “pie in the sky”.
Life is never dull, and I look forward to sharing it with you over these
Summer months
Every blessing,
Julie
17

1919: WORLD EVENTS BUT WHAT WAS HAPPENING IN EARDISLAND?
July 2nd- 6th – The British airship R34 made the first transatlantic flight by dirigible,
and the first westbound flight, from RAF East Fortune, Scotland, to Mineola, New
York.
July 18th – The Cenotaph in London, as designed by Edwin Lutyens, was unveiled
to commemorate the dead of World War 1.
July 19th – Peace Day: victory parades across Britain celebrate the end of World
War I. Rioting ex-servicemen burn down Luton Town hall.
July 31st - Police strike in London and Liverpool for recognition of the National
Union of Police and Prison Officers.
The Housing and Town Planning Act 1919 provided government subsidy
for the provision of council houses with the target of completing 500,000 houses
by 1922.
During this period in Eardisland 17 men and boys, members of the church,
enjoyed an outing. They went to Leominster by car and then took the 7.27am
train to Dudley where they visited Dudley castle and caverns. They also went to
the local picture palace. They left at 5.15pm and arrived home by 8.15pm having
had a very enjoyable day out.
In the same week the village Sports Committee met and arranged a
programme of events to celebrate the peace. The programme included sports
events for children and adults (3.00pm-6.00pm). A substantial tea was to be
provided by the ladies of the parish, directed by the wife of the vicar, Mrs Birley.
The proceedings would conclude with a dance in the schoolroom and a firework
display to be organised by Mr Harvey who ran Bridge Stores. The cost of the
celebrations was to be covered by public subscription. After all expenses were
paid it was agreed that the balance would go to providing a dinner for
demobilised soldiers. The celebrations took place on the cricket meadow.
On July 10th the WI was formed. It was organised by Miss Collett-Mason. Mrs
Clowes was the first president and there were 25 members. It remains the oldest
village institution.
Paul Selfe & George Alderson
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The Village Hall
Saturday 7th September
2019
2.00 – 4.30 pm
Prizes will be awarded at 4.00 pm

£1 admission charge for adults
Children free
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Section A
1
2
3
4
5
6
7

A fruitcake (see recipe on entry form)
A jar of homemade jam
A jar of homemade marmalade
A jar of homemade chutney
6 cookies (same type, please specify)
3 scones (same type, please specify)
3 sausage rolls

Section B
8
9
10

COOKERY

DRINKS

A flavoured gin
A flavoured spirit
A non-alcoholic drink

Section C
FLORAL ART
No artificial fruit or flowers.
11
12
13

A harvest basket
A continental style display
5 flower heads floating in water

Section D
14
paper)
15
16
17

An animal (any size, any material e.g. wood, pottery, fabric,
A coaster
A cushion (any material)
My Pride and Joy (1 piece of craft, any medium)

Section E
18
19
20
21
22

CRAFT

HORTICULTURE- Division 1

A yellow rose (Megan Lloyd Trophy)
Roses (3 flowers, any variety)
Garden flowers (3 flowers, any variety)
Sweet peas (5 stems, any colour)
‘My pride and joy’ (a single flower head)
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HORTICULTURE - Division 2
23
24
25
26
27
28

3 cooking apples (Leslie Evans prize)
3 tomatoes
A display of garden fruits (any size)
A display of garden produce (any size)
A hand-tied bunch of fresh herbs (may be displayed in a jug)
‘My pride and joy’ (1 item of produce)

Section F
PHOTOGRAPHY
Maximum 7” x 5” mounted (size including mount not more than 9” x 7”)
29
30
31
32

Eardisland Swans
Fruit
A black and white photograph
A photograph with a caption

Section G
ART
Pictures may be mounted but not glazed. Stretched canvases are
acceptable
33
34
35

A painted pebble
Water
‘My pride and joy’ (1 piece of art, any medium)

Section H
36
37
38
39

JUST FOR A LAUGH…
(entries free and open to all ages)

Vegetable animal
Limerick beginning, “As the Eardisland swans swam by..”
Heaviest potatoes - 16 and over
Heaviest potatoes - under 16s

(Potato classes sponsored by Eardisland in Bloom. Seed potatoes and
details of how to enter will be in the Village Shop).
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Section I

CHILDREN

Children of 16 and over are encouraged to enter the adult categories.
Please put your age on the Entry Form so that it may be taken into
consideration by the judges.
Children under 5
40
41
42
43

A greetings card
A clay animal
A painted pebble
A decorated biscuit

Children 5-10
44
45
46
47

A greetings card
A clay animal
A painted pebble
3 jam tarts

Children 11-15
48
49
50
51

A greetings card
A clay animal
A painted pebble
3 jam tarts

See Entry Form for details of how to enter
Entry Forms available from the Village Shop, Parish Magazine or Parish
Website from July.
Entries cost 40p per item for adults. Children may enter free of charge in
the Children's Sections but fee payable in adult section.
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RECIPE FOR FRUITCAKE
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

8oz/225g SR Flour
4oz/112g soft brown sugar
12oz/337g mixed dried fruit
2oz/50g glace cherries
½ tsp mixed spice
4fl.oz/120ml milk
4fl.oz/120ml oil
2 eggs

Method: Sieve flour and spice into a bowl, mix in the rest of the dry ingredients.
Beat eggs, add to the bowl with the oil and milk, mix well. Pour into a lined
8”/20cm round cake tin. Sprinkle with demerara sugar and bake at 150°C for
2hrs. Test with a skewer, should come out clean.
EARDISLAND IN BLOOM (THE E TEAM)
The poor weather we have experienced this spring has held us back, but at last,
the beds and planters are planted and are already looking good. It is really
pleasing to be stopped on Thursday mornings by so many people, usually
tourists, who compliment the team on the work being carried out. One person,
from Yorkshire, even posted photographs taken in Eardisland during their brief
visit, praising the beauty of the village and the people she had met. Another
couple from Texas, were stunned when they learnt the shop staff, the dovecote
trustees, the church cleaning team and the gardening team were ALL volunteers!
‘Geez, this place is amazing. You don’t see this back home!’ were more or less
their words.
A belated thank you to everyone who supported the annual Plant Sale
back in May. The event was very well supported, not just by parishioners, but
many others, either tourists, or from surrounding villages. Trying to get the word
out that an event is scheduled, is key to its success and to this end we try to use
all the old tried and trusted methods, as well as the new, including social media.
Road signage is still amongst the best. Although we are very careful as to where
signs are erected, we always run the risk of upsetting a certain individual at
Balfour Beatty (BB), who this time around, ordered staff to collect all signs in the
area and remove them to the pound. We were able to retrieve ours, one of
hundreds at the local depot, but were very disappointed to find the legs had
been sawn through.
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Signs on private property are OK and so an appeal: If you are a landowner on a
main road and would be happy to help us out by having an event sign erected
can you please contact one of the team.
Phil Milchard
 01544 388375
CRAFT & PRODUCE FAIR – 12TH OCTOBER
Stalls for this event are now sold out and once again there is a waiting list. There
will be more information in the next issue of this magazine and those who have
previously volunteered their time will once again be asked if they are happy to
continue. If you would like to help in any capacity, then please let either Phil
Milchard or Richard Kirby know. Roles include erecting and dismantling
marquees, car parking, selling tickets on the door, helping stallholders unload
and load, serving refreshments in the village hall and helping with the barbecue.
Contact Phil – 388097, eardislandcfair@btinternet.com
Phil Milchard

Richard Kirby

COMMUNITY GARDEN
The new Eardisland Community Garden has now been set up for a few months so
it’s time for a short progress report. We’ve had lots of support to get the project
this far, starting with help from the Parish Council in arranging the new plot at
the Recreation Ground. Essential financial support was kindly provided by
Eardisland in Bloom (for raised beds) and The Community Shop (for fencing). A
big thanks also to those in the village who have provided advice, soil and plants.
It took a lot of work to construct the garden, but I think all those that helped
really enjoyed the couple of days of earth moving and fencing, thanks should also
go to the E-Team for helping move three fruit trees to their new homes.
The garden is now full of a mixture of vegetables and flowers which
have been grown from seed by some of the children, we can’t wait to see how
they’ll grow over the next few months.
The idea of the garden is to provide enjoyment for everyone in the community,
so we’d hope that people will drop in and have a look if they’re nearby. Feel free
to do a small bit of weeding or watering as you’re walking the dog! There are a
few tools available and watering cans to get water out of the stream.
Maybe call by and pick some flowers and vegetables if you’ve got family or
friends visiting over the summer.
All these vegetables will need eating, and we’d like people to take these
rather than see them go to waste. At the moment, please help yourself to lettuce
and mangetout, and soon there will be green beans and courgettes.
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Looking forward, we will have our annual sweetcorn eating party for the children
towards the end of the summer and we plan to have a grand opening as part of
the Village Show.
Ben Woodcock
A LETTER FROM MORRISONS . . .
At Morrisons, we take the online security of our customers very seriously. There
are some steps that you can take to ensure your data is safe online, and as such,
we’d like to provide you with our advice for protecting your information.
If you’ve used the same email address and password combination for more than
one online account - for example, if both your Morrisons.com account and a
separate online subscription service use the same log in details - we recommend
that you change your passwords so you have one unique password per online
account. You should also change your passwords if for any reason they’ve
become accessible to anyone else.
Otherwise, should any of your non-Morrisons online accounts be subject to an
external data breach, fraudsters will be able to use the captured email and
password combination on many different sites, across many different industries,
to attempt account access.
Here is our guidance for creating secure online passwords:

1. You can use the site www.haveibeenpwned.com to check whether your
password has been breached elsewhere on the internet. If your
password has been breached on any site listed, change that password as
soon as you can.
2. Use a different password for each website that you use.
3. Keep your password secret - even from us. We will never ask you to
share your password with us.
4. Ensure the password is at least 8 characters in length and uses at least
one capital letter and one number.
The Morrisons Team
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EARDISLANDIANA
This is the last part of Alphabet 2.
It starts with the Seward family. In 1665 Thomas Seward was one of 53
parishioners here who paid The Hearth Tax. Of Hearth Tax the National Archive
website says Each liable householder was to pay one shilling, twice a year, for
each fire, hearth and stove in each dwelling or house.
T stands for The Tudor Period. This included the years 1485 to 1603.
These years saw the reigns of Henry VII 1485-1509, Henry VIII 1509-1547, Edward
VI 1547-1553, Mary 1553-1558 and Elizabeth 1558-1603. For this period I have
notes or transcripts from various prime sources which are specific to this parish.
U is for Underwoods. In the financial account of Robert Butler, bailiff of
the Crown for the manor of Eardisland in 1533, after nine other sub-headings is:
Sales of wood For certain named profits for the sales of other wood
without underwoods
there sold this year he did not account because the
response is for the great woods of the
Lord King in his account which he will
render. Total nothing.
V is for Vagrant. Dated 2 Oct 1712 the Parish Register includes mention
of the burial of a poor vagrant, said to be from Wiltshire. My notes are then silent
until, at a Vestry-parish Meeting on Oct.27th 1736 it was: Order’d that no
Vagrants be allow’d any money without Orders from a Justice of peace. This is the
wording and spelling in the record made at the time of the meeting. It is archived
at HAS AJ32/58. The topic arises again in that source when in the proceedings of
a parish meeting held on 21st November 1738 it was written: tis Agreed that the
Officers relieve to Vagrants at the Parish Expense No suggestion that this
followed agreement by a JP, the impression gained is that it was a purely parish
decision.
The next mention of a vagrant in archived parish records does not arise
until 1754 when, again in the same source, within the long, fully itemized list of
the Disbursements of William Meredith Overseer of the Poor & Church Warden
for the Parish of Eardisland for ye year 1754 is: for Taking a Vagrant out of ye
Parish…….0 – 0 – 6 A non-specific wording in 1759 suggests continuity of the
problem, as indeed in 1834, by which time the description is vagabond .
W is for Wainscott. Also in HAS AJ32/58, now dated 21st day of June
1738 is record that John Prichard, a mason late of this Parish deceas’d did lately
set up a Pew or seat in the Isle of the Parish Church without consent of the
Parishioners of which Pew is found to be very inconvenient by rendering the
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Passage too narrow for the convenient carriadge of Corps by the same and also
the removering of a Book of Controversy between the establish’d Church & that of
Rome these set at the most convenient place for the use of the parish & putting
down and taking away a Bench the Clerke used to respond at Communion Service
It is therefore ordered by us at this owar Vestry meeting that the Church Wardens
do employ a Workman, & cause the said Pews to be taken down, & the Wainscot
put in the Vestry & replace the said Book & Bench where it formerly stood.
This record was signed by nine of those present, a higher number than
often seen in this Parish Book.
X is for…….There have been no applicants for this position since last this
stage was reached in November 2018.
Y is for the Yapp family. In May 1702 Thomas Yapp, gent, paid to Phillip
Munn £80 in connection with a Marriage Settlement, being part of the total
amount. The information is from deeds of The Court House, Eardisland, archived
at HAS B16/24.
Z is still without entry. Any contributions will be gratefully received.
George Alderson
gwawestwayes@btinternet.com
THE MYSTERY OF THE VILLAGE MOTTE
When the French visitors came to Eardisland in May one of the venues was a
social evening in the garden of Phil and Margaret Milchard which is close to the
motte and moat in St Mary’s Walk. Questions were asked about its history which
is quite obscure considering it is an important historical feature of our parish.
Answers are therefore complex and somewhat uncertain.
The Eardisland History & Heritage Group has undertaken some research,
including a visit in 2006 to the motte. This is defined as a man made mound,
which usually provided a defended residence, often in the form of a tower and
with a moat. There is debate among the historians who have written about the
Eardisland motte as to whether or not it dates from the Saxon period, which
began after the end of the Roman occupation in about 410AD. But there is no
clear documentary evidence for their presence in Eardisland. J.G. Whitehead of
the Woolhope Club in 1936, speculated that the possible origin of the motte was
related to the emergence of Merewald (who founded a monastery in Leominster
in AD658). He believed that Merewald divided the land in this area into three
main portions, now called Kingsland, Eardisland and Monkland, writing that ‘on
their outskirts grew up fringes of Anglo Welsh communities’ (such as Dilwyn). ‘For
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the protection of the inhabitants, animals and crops, earthworks were dug. The
motte and moat in Eardisland probably served this purpose’. It is apparent that
there is a long history associated with the motte, but little hard evidence as to
what existed on the top. Nothing seems to have been there in comparatively
recent times which has been recorded. Most of the evidence for a solution comes
from 16th-17th century deeds and passing references by historians of
Herefordshire. The view that it has Saxon origins may derive from the comments
of the Rev Joseph Barker (1867-1901) who took a great interest in local history
and was a member of the then recently formed Woolhope Club. In one of his
articles he says: ‘.......I rather conceive this moated mound to have been the site
of a Saxon habitation, or stronghold....…’ [Barker, Rev. J ‘Eardisland its Church
and Antiquities’.] This view was repeated in a Woolhope Field Club (WFC) paper
in 1936, where it is stated ‘Earthworks were dug at Kingsland & Eardisland (the
castle & the moat) & a dike was made across the lowland of the Arrow valley…’
This view that it was a Saxon stronghold, prior to the Norman Conquest,
(although not necessarily correct) has tended to become an accepted one. Whilst
Eardisland is likely to have had a history of a community during the Saxon period
this view lacks hard documentary evidence as to the form it took.
The possibility that a castle on the motte was of a post Conquest period is
suggested by the Leominster historian Price (A History of Leominster: 1795) who
says that from 1087 onwards to 1100, ‘William Rufus frequently sent large armies
to defend the inhabitants of this country [Welsh Marches] from their [the Welsh]
invasions, which, entering their forests, pursued and killed vast numbers of them.’
He goes on to say that Rufus carried out a major castle building programme in
this area, which could easily, on Price’s wording, have included Eardisland,
Burton and Twyford (three of the Manors of Eardisland). He also says that, ‘From
this period [1087-1100] and the reign of Henry I [1100-1135] we may date the
building of the greatest part of the castles...[in this vicinity]’. During the reign of
Henry 2nd Price says, ‘This William de Braose gave to the King.......to have seisin
of his lands and Castles etc. in Monmouthshire: yet he was also possessed of
Huntingdon Castle, Kington, Ereslone (Aresland or Eardisland) Kingslone or
Kingsland and other lands in this County’.
It is also recorded that in 1154 there was a great clearance of castles in this
locality. ‘Henry 2nd ordered the expulsion of King Stephen’s Flemish mercenaries,
the destruction of 1100 unlicensed castles, and the resumption of royal castles
and alienated lands…’ [Weir, A, ‘Eleanor of Aquitaine’, page 126].
In her researches, Wendy Corke, a local historian, (who was a previous owner
of the home of Phil and Margaret Milchard) said in an article in 2002, that in
1207 ‘For reasons unknown, except that King John argued William de Braose had
not paid his taxes, he demanded several castles back. William de Braose fortified
his castles against the Crown but handed five over’. She went on to say that in
1208 in view of his Papal interdict, Bishop Giles [de Braose] fled to the continent
29

in April, and his castles were claimed by King. On the King’s demanding hostages
for good behaviour William de Braose attacked the castles he had surrendered in
1207 but his treason resulted in his family fleeing to Ireland. In 1213 William
Cantilupe was ordered by King John, ‘To munition Hereford and Hordisland’.
(Eardisland) ...and there is a record of William de Cantelope being ordered to arm
the castle at ‘Hordisland’ in 1213." [Parish Magazine. July 2002 Corke, W].
Shoesmith, in his ‘A Guide to the Castles & Moated Sites in Herefordshire’ says
that ‘After 1236 it (the motte site) was held of the de Braose family who were
probably responsible for building the castle. Later it was one of the possessions of
the Mortimers’. It is clearly assumed by this eminent historian that a castle did
stand on the motte.
Court House refer to ‘Old Hule House’ in 1577. (‘Hule’ is old English for ‘Hill’).
Since the motte was part of the Court House estate, it is likely that this refers to a
property on the motte, being the only hill in the vicinity. Harleian Manuscript
Nos.6726 & 6868 of 1650 say that Silas Taylor [of similar date] mentions that in
the parish of Eardisland ‘...there is on the North side of ye churchyard an old
moated hall wch they call the Castle…’ [From Robinson]. Reverend Barker in his
paper of 1890 says, ‘This is named, on an old map of the Court House Farm, to
which it belongs, ‘'The Fortress”’ [‘Eardisland; Its Church & Antiquities’ published
as a Woolhope Club Paper.] The name ‘the Old Fortress’ does appear on the tithe
map of 1842-44 over the motte.
In 1893 the moat was dredged (one of the few times that has been recorded).
A later vicar, Rev Birley (1917-38) who took an interest in local history of the
parish said, ‘that owing to the washing down of the Upper Weir by flood and long
spell of dry weather, the moat round the Court House Mound was cleared of mud
in the month of June 1893, and 970 cubic yards of mud were laid in large levels in
the adjacent yards and orchards. The work was done by five men at four pence
per yard, and the total cost £16.2s.9d. The distance round the bed of the moat
was 190 paces as stepped. The depth of the mud was about six feet in some
places. Nothing of interest was found during the progress of the work, and this
may be accounted for as the moat was said to have been cleared out years ago
when Mrs Caldecott was tenant at the Court House.’ [‘Records Book’, Reverend
Birley]. Interestingly, some metal objects which may well have come from the
material deposited from the moat have been subsequently found in nearby
fields. These include two items identified by Hereford Archaeologists as part of a
foot from an early medieval cooking pot.
In the late Victorian period various Herefordshire Directories also began to
refer to the motte and its possible history based on details which had been
gleaned from these earlier sources. But these Directories did not necessarily
check or name these. In 1895 Kelly's Directory stated that ‘...near the church is a
moated mound, belonging to the Court (House), the site of an ancient Saxon
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residence’. This is an example of how information becomes treated as ‘fact’, but
is unsourced.
In 1956 the village WI wrote a history of the parish. It is full of fascinating
details obtained from the recollections of people some of whose memories
would have gone back into the previous century. (It is presently being uploaded
onto the parish website). But none appear to have any recollection of a building
on the motte within their time spans. Rather the authors make use of existing
information. They state ‘..... behind (the church) is an ancient mound surrounded
by a moat and crowned with trees…on an old map of the Court House Farm this
mound is named ‘The Fortress', and it is thought to have been the site of a Saxon
habitation or stronghold, and to have been surmounted by a palisade. About
thirty years ago, when the moat was drained and cleared of mud several 'mudoyster shells, measuring about six inches by one-and-a-half inches, were found’.
[W.I. Book, page 1]. It is apparent that the authors were relying for their
information on that produced earlier by Rev Barker.
Some conclusions
Whilst the history of the motte has never been finally settled, contemporary
historians are clear that a building requiring defence once stood on it. Norman
Reeves (who wrote about Eardisland in his book ‘The Leon Valley’) said in 1975
‘Eardisland Mount-without doubt a castle mount-would have been of
considerable strength… [Reeves Notebook No.9] More recently, in 1981 Turner,
J.H. (‘Herefordshire Countryside Treasures’,) wrote ‘Motte and Bailey, Eardisland:
an early castle site probably without stonework..’ This is not a view shared by
local historian Roger Stirling-Brown who suggests that whatever stood there may
well have been built of stone as a possible shell keep. [‘Herefordshire Castles’
1989]
However, there remain many confusions and contradictions among historians
as to the possible age, significance and dimensions of the motte. Even an
archaeological investigation in 1990 into what was thought to be the Bailey of a
‘castle’ that may have existed on the motte produced no significant artefacts or
dating evidence, prior to the building of the properties in St Mary’s Walk. The
report by the archaeologists indicates that there were few finds and only one
abraded piece of Roman ware uncovered. The results were therefore
inconclusive as to whether a bailey once existed. The visit by some members of
the EH & HG in 2006 did not produce any certain evidence of what might have
been on the motte. No digging was allowed nor was any material permitted to be
removed from the surface. Consequently, all comments that follow are based on
observation.
1. There was evidence of core stones close to the surface, especially on the
eastern side. In one case three stones could be seen placed on top of each other.
This was the only evidence of possible ‘laid masonry’. The mound is made up of
natural gravel when the moat was dug. It was clearly a major undertaking which
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would have required a large workforce. There were several pieces of broken flat
stone on the surface which could have been roof tiles. But there was no hard
evidence to support this interpretation. The summit was exceptionally flat.
2. The circumference was paced out at approximately 110 yards (about 100m).
3. The diameter was measured north-south and west-east. Both distances were
almost identical: (about 28m 50cm); measurements regarded to be as accurate
as we could manage.
4. There was evidence of some more recent structure (rather like fencing). It is
thought that during and after the war there was a part of a glider on the mound
used as a chicken run.
5. There was no clear evidence of ancient structures, such as walls or timbers
which may have been part of a building. However, since no digging took place it
was not possible to test to see if any foundations existed below the surface of the
mosses and gravely soil.
Roger Stirling-Brown commented that the visit was a rare opportunity as the
motte has been inaccessible for many years, the causeway having been removed
to stop public access. Many years ago, using binoculars, he had noted what he
thought might have been laid masonry on the SE side. Since then tree cover had
increased and the surface features had been obscured by a covering of leaf
mould and ivy, so a close examination was essential if we were to discover any
new information. Up to the time of our visit all that was known about the site
was that:
1
The castle and manor had been associated with Earl Morcar in the early
post-conquest period followed by the Braose, Pembridge, Twyford and Mortimer
families.
2
In 1650, Silas Taylor mentions "an old moated hall which they call a
castle" at this site. This may refer to a later building on the mound or one
incorporating some of an older structure.
3
It is recorded by the Royal Commission on Historical Monuments
(Herefordshire) as "A moated mound, 40yds (36.50m) N of the church, is about 49
yards (45m) in diameter at the base and rises about 16 feet (4.50m) above the
moat level. A causeway crosses the moat on the NW..”.
New information: This is largely derived from the observations of StirlingBrown. He suggests investigations on the motte top confirmed the presence of
laid masonry on the SE, though this has now almost disappeared under a build-up
of leaf mould and soil. This may suggest an inner ring of walling, though the
fallen branches meant only about three quarters of this could be examined. In
fact, gravely mortar with fragments of lime showed in several places around the
motte.
Pieces of shaly sandstone lay on the motte side in several places, some with
evidence of mortar. Several of the thinner pieces of stone could have been roof
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tiles. Another pointer to buried masonry was the fact that the tree roots forced
to go alongside and over buried stone.
What appeared to be laid masonry on the SE side of the motte top showed an
outward turn that could indicate a buttress or tower.
Our measurements of the top N-S and E-W diameters were hindered
somewhat by cut branches and undergrowth, but showed the motte to be
virtually circular and approximately 28.50 metres across.
Evidence of the Bailey earthwork banks has survived as slight bumps on access
roads to the estate.
Comment:
What, if anything, can we conclude from this information? The limited
evidence that we have points to a stone castle on this site, probably from the
mid-12th century onward. A Saxon connection cannot be assumed. If in due
course stone is uncovered on the motte and if there is evidence of reused stone
in the nearby church, then this would give support to the view that a castle may
once have existed there.
If there had been a building on the motte the structure would almost certainly
have been a shell keep. This would consist of a stone wall encircling the motte
top with internal buildings of stone and/or timber erected against the inside of
this wall leaving an open courtyard in the centre. Such a shell keep would
probably have had an outer wall about 5 to 6 feet (1.82m) thick with possibly the
internal building wall (if stone) about 3 feet (1m) thick. It would be about 90 feet
(30m) in diameter.
Later buildings can remove all evidence of a former stone castle. In some cases
a motte may be converted into a viewing mound or garden feature with a
retaining wall and summerhouse or folly erected on it, or it can be quarried out.
However, there are good reasons for speculating that this site still has important
remains undiscovered. It is possible that the castle or its ruins continued in use as
a dwelling into the 17th century. This dwelling could have utilised the internal
buildings of the castle as has happened on other sites and thus may have
contributed to the survival of any masonry remains.
Evidence to support the above speculation could be obtained by a geophysics
or a specialist LIDAR survey of the motte top, but the tree roots and the
demolition rubble might make interpretation difficult. (LIDAR is a surveying
method that measures distance to a target by illuminating the target with pulsed
laser light). A more certain way would be to cut a small excavation trench on the
side of the mound, where masonry may still be visible. The dimensions and
condition of any surviving wall could be ascertained with minimal damage to
surviving archaeological evidence. This would be useful information for the
conservation of this and other motte sites with buried remains.
Whilst there is much speculation or interpretation of the limited documentary
sources that exists by a number of historians, it remains a very important social
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feature in our parish. However, it is disconcerting to find the amount of
comments made in print which are clearly wrong or unproved. For example, a
Saxon connection lacks evidence. One site found on-line states: “Access to the
mound across the ditch is via a low bridge. The moat or ditch has been regularly
cleared since the 1800’s. It is also known historically by the alternative name of
‘Twyford Castle’. None of these statements are accurate. The Eardisland History
& Heritage Group seeks to rectify such inaccuracies in our various publications.
But as to what existed on the motte from the 12th c. and who lived there at
particular times remains uncertain. Solutions to such questions can probably only
be achieved by uncovering new detailed documentary evidence and undertaking
a thorough archaeological investigation, the latter of which is at present unlikely.
Paul Selfe
EARDISLAND WEATHER REPORT
The weather for Eardisland in May showed an
improvement with temperatures ranging
from 10C to 24C and a low rainfall of 32mm
(1.26 inches). Barometer pressures ranged
from 29.1 to 30.2 and the river flowed at a
steady 8 to 13 inches high.
The weather in June saw dramatic changes in
the weather for Eardisland. The arrival of
storm Miguel on Friday the 7th brought with it
15mm (0.591 inches) of rain and for the
period between the 4th and 25th of the month
141mm (5.55 inches) of rain fell. This caused
the river to rise to 41 inches. On the 13th
however, we did see temperatures rise to 33C
on the 29th. Barometer pressures ranged from
This Photo by Unknown Author is
29.34 to 30.8.
The equivalent rainfall for 2018 was May 58mm (2.28 inches) and June
22mm (0.886 inches).
Nature-wise, the swans have paid us a visit and a pair of cuckoos were
seen in the garden. It was great to see the martins arrive with their wonderful
aerial display and swooping low over the river.
Doug Tantrum reporting from Kingfisher House
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VOLUNTEER TODAY!
Onside a local charity which works across Herefordshire and Worcestershire, is
looking for people to take on the role of a Relevant Persons Representative
(RPR).
As an RPR the volunteer would be visiting a person just once every 6-8 weeks for
no more than 1 hour. Volunteering would be local to where the volunteer lives.
Volunteers as an RPR are safeguarding the rights of vulnerable people who don’t
have the mental capacity to consent to care or treatment.
Onside’s Volunteer Manager, Claire Watkins, said “Our volunteers give their time,
their passion and enthusiasm, this role is very worthwhile and rewarding.”
Volunteers are ordinary people of all ages and backgrounds they just need to be
good listeners and have some time to give. We also have further opportunities
with other advocacy projects.
If you can picture yourself in the role of an Onside volunteer please call Claire
Watkins - Volunteer Manager on 01905 27525 or email claire.watkins@onsideadvocacy.org.uk to find out more. This type of volunteering is flexible to fit with
your life and circumstances. Free training (throughout the year) is provided and
all expenses paid.
Background of charity:
•
Onside improves the lives of over 3000 vulnerable adults every year in
Worcestershire and Herefordshire.
•
We provide free services to support adults facing disadvantage through
mental and physical ill health, learning disability and old age. E.g. depression,
autism, learning difficulties
•
Onside employs over 50 people and has 150 active volunteers
•
Onside is a Worcestershire based charity established in 1993 stemming
from a belief that everyone has the right to be a valued human being and to be
treated in a just and fair manner.
Registered Charity no. 1102022 Onside contact: Volunteering: Claire Watkins
01905 27525 volunteering@onside-advocacy.org.uk Web: www.onsideadvocacy.org.uk.
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ST MICHAEL’S HOSPICE NEWS
A talented team of
Hospice supporters is
preparing for a
spectacular flower
festival to mark 35
years of St Michael’s
Hospice. A decade ago,
the same team created
the hugely successful
‘A Cornucopia of
Silver’, followed three
years later by ‘Precious
Time’.
Now, Carola Kean, Stephen Rabbitts, Jacqueline Flack and Joan Davies
are reuniting once again for a floral gallery of Transformation and Peace.
More than 40 arrangers and groups from across Herefordshire and adjoining
counties are supporting the event which takes place at Lyde Arundel from 13th 15th September.
The festival will not only touch the heart of all its visitors, giving them
the opportunity to remember loved ones, but it will also be an enjoyable event,
which will include a Preview Evening and Floral Entertainment Evening.
For more information, visit st-michaels-hospice.org.uk, contact Paddy Nugent on
01432 852 641, or email pnugent@smhospicehereford.org
Performing at the flower festival will be the St Michael’s Hospice Community
Choir. The group features Hospice volunteers and staff members, plus those from
the community who enjoy singing. The Choir, which performs at various events
throughout the year, would love to welcome more men, particularly bass or
tenor.
If you’re interested in joining, or for more information, call Denise
Bishop at St Michael’s on 01432 852 656.
Paul Broome
Communications Officer, St Michael’s Hospice
Tel 01432 852 643
Fax 01432 851 022
st-michaels-hospice.org.uk
facebook.com/stmichaelshospicehereford
twitter.com/stmichaelshosp
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