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EDITORIAL
The Parish Council nominations were uncontested in the recent elections.
Therefore, the Eardisland Parish Council remains largely the same, except for Phil
Milchard, who stood down and is replaced by Elaine Harper. The various roles
taken by Councillors will be decided at the PC meeting on Thursday 16 th May.
This is after this magazine goes to print, so changes will be reported in the next
edition in July. Roger Phillips continues to be our County Councillor following his
re-election.
Whilst I mention Phil, I wish to thank him for his support as my
representative on the Parish Council. Phil has been a pleasure to work with and a
loss to the magazine. However, it’s worth saying that he intends to keep going
with his many activities in the village and, apart from the PC, we will all continue
to benefit from his hard work and common sense.
My annual report to the Parish Council was presented verbally by me
and lodged with the Clerk. I thanked all those concerned with the magazine,
because without the combined efforts there would be no magazine. I will let you
have a copy of my report if you contact me.
Finally, I hope the spring warms up a bit (frost forecast as I write!) and
you enjoy the remainder of spring going into summer.
Chris Bivand
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EARDISLAND PARISH DIARY
17th – 21st May
Friday 17th May
Saturday 25th May
Friday 7th June
Monday 10th June
Thursday 13th June
Saturday 15th June
Wed/Thu 19th/20th June
Saturday 29th June
Saturday 29th June
Friday 5th July
W/E 6th/7th July
Thursday 11th July
Thursday 18th July
Friday 19th July
Sunday 25th August
Friday 6th September
Saturday 7th September
Thursday 12th September
Friday 20th September
Thursday 10th October
Saturday 12th October
Thursday 14th November
Friday 15th November
Friday 15th November
Friday 29th November
Friday 20th December
Tuesday 31st December

ETA French visit to Eardisland
Projected Magazine Distribution
An Evening at the Opera, p.22
Flower Arrangement Workshop, p.19
Community Shop AGM, p.15
Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm
Classical Concert, Dilwyn, p.36
Hospice Collection, p.18
Village Picnic, p.17
Tenbury Town Band, Dilwyn, p.36
Magazine Copy Date
Open Gardens, p.23
Community Social Event, VH, 6.00pm, p.14
Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm
Projected Magazine Distribution
Annual Duck Race, p.16
Magazine Copy Date
Village Show, p.19
Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm
Projected Magazine Distribution
Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm
Craft and Produce Fair, p.28
Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm
Hospice Coffee Morning
Magazine Copy Date
Projected Magazine Distribution
Carol Singing
New Year’s Party

Please note: Eardisland Parish Council dates have been changed to the second
Thursday in the month (July excepted) as detailed above.
Regularly: Share a Care – last Thursday of the month, p.21
For the latest information on events (or cancellation), please visit the Eardisland
Community Website: www.eardisland.org.uk
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REPORT AND RECOMMENDATIONS FOR EARDISLAND PARISH COUNCIL
OF THE FEASIBILITY STUDY GROUP FOR THE VILLAGE HALL
Background and process
Following the awarding of a grant to Eardisland Parish Council from
Herefordshire Council for a Feasibility Study (FS) into the future of the village hall
and the possible provision of associated community housing, a Feasibility Study
Group (FSG) was set up in July 2018 to undertake the work. The group consisted
of parish councillors, a representative from the Eardisland Village Hall
Management Committee (EVHMC) and interested parishioners.
Over the rest of 2018 and early 2019, the FSG met 10 times and undertook
various activities, principally:
• Arranging a pre-application advice request to Herefordshire Council
planning department
• Meeting with an architect to draw up plans and costings for various
options for the current hall and site and a possible new site
• Meeting with a survey company to produce the consultation
questionnaire to go to all parishioners
• Holding a community consultation event.
Results of the study
The consultation event was held on 2 February 2019 and was attended by 79
parishioners, who were given a questionnaire to complete and return. Following
the event, the questionnaire was sent out to all houses not represented at the
event with one response sheet per person over 18, therefore allowing individual
responses from the electorate of Eardisland parish. 404 parishioners were either
given the questionnaire or sent it. Follow-up was undertaken by the survey
company to all households that had not responded by the requested date, on the
second visit another copy of the questionnaire was left. The final attempt to gain
responses was another mailing to all households that had not responded at this
stage.
256 fully completed responses were finally received, 63.3% of the electorate. A
further 16 people did not provide an address and were excluded from the
results,15 voters refused to complete a response and a further 3 were either
moving out or into the property and did not wish to respond. 28% of the voters
did not respond to the questionnaire at all, many from the outlying areas of the
parish. The results from the analysis of the 256 completed responses are given
below, in percentages with actual numbers in brackets.
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Question 2
Rank the option you prefer most down to the least preferred. Please indicate
solely which option you consider would be best for your household and the
parish as a facility and venue for events and for this question do not consider
the cost. All respondents gave their most preferred option; however, some
respondents only gave this answer (therefore percentages do not all add up to
100). The options are summarised as follows:
Option 0 – Recommendations of structural survey addressed, shipping container
or similar for storage
Option 1 – Recommendations of structural survey addressed, current kitchen
turned into storage, new kitchen in current meeting room, improvements to
main hall (acoustic panels, rewiring, new lighting/heating, insulation)
Option 2 – As option 1 plus extensions to west and east
Option 3 – Demolish existing hall, rebuild on current site
Option 4 – New build on green field site

Option 0

Option 1

Option 2

Option 3

Option 4

Most Preferred

14% (37)

34% (88)

37% (94)

8% (20)

7% (17)

2nd Most Preferred

8% (20)

38% (98)

30% (76)

8% (21)

2% (6)

3rd Most Preferred

26% (67)

14% (36)

21% (53)

3% (8)

4th Most Preferred

16% (40)

7% (18)

2% (5)

21% (53)
45%
(116)

Least Preferred

25% (63)

0%

0%

0%

62% (159)

14% (36)

Most
Preferred
2nd
Most
Preferred

Option 4
Ranking

Option 4 votes

Option 3
Ranking

Option 3 votes

Option 2
Ranking

Option 2 votes

Option 1
Ranking

Option 1 votes

Option 0
Ranking

Option 0 votes

Ranking

The following table shows the responses when ranked 1-5 for least preferred to
most preferred.
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37

185

88

440

94

470

20

100

17

85

4

20

80

98

392

76

304

21

84

6

24
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3rd Most
Preferred
4th Most
Preferred
Least
Preferred

3

67

201

36

108

53

159

53

159

8

24

2

40

80

18

36

5

10

116

232

36

72

1

63

63

0

0

0

0

0

0

159

159

Ranking
Total

609

976

943

575

Question 3
What is the highest level of Public Works loan that you would support in
addition to the current precept, if any?
£0.00

16% (42)

£25,000.00

18% (45)

£50,000.00

11% (29)

£100,000.00

16% (40)

£200,000.00

16% (41)

£300,000.00

15% (39)

£650,000.00

5% (12)

£850,000.00

3% (8)

Question 5
How often do the adults in your household use the village hall?
More than once a week

7% (7)

Once a week

11% (27)

Once a fortnight

1% (3)

Once a month

12% (30)

Less often

52% (134)

Never

18% (45)
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364

Question 6
How often do the children in your household use the village hall?
More than once a week

0%

Once a week

0%

Once a fortnight

0%

Once a month

2% (4)

Less often

11% (29)

Never

5% (14)

Not applicable

82% (209)

Question 8
If the village hall was improved or extended or rebuilt/new built, would you be
likely to use it more often?
Not likely
Very likely
1
2
3
4
1
2
3
4
48% (122)
18% (47)
22% (56)
12% (31)
Implications of the results
It can be seen that 71% of respondents most preferred either option 1
(improving the current hall) or option 2 (improving the current hall and extending
it). 15% of respondents preferred option 3 (demolition of the current hall and a
new building) or option 4 (new build on a green field site), with 62% stating
option 4 was the least preferred. When the responses were ranked with ‘Most
preferred’ scoring 5 and ‘Least preferred’ scoring 1, it can be seen that overall
option 1 is the most supported, closely followed by option 2. Therefore, the
study has shown that it is not feasible to provide suitable and acceptable
evidence to support applications for funding, whether lottery, other grants or a
Public Works Loan, to undertake any work on the hall other than improvement of
the current facility or possibly extension of the current facility.
In terms of the parish council applying for a Public Works loan, 84% of
respondents support an increase on the precept for a loan of £25,000 (52.9% of
the total electorate for the parish). 66% of respondents support an increase on
the precept for a loan of £50,000 (41.8% of the total electorate of the parish).
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Significantly, 48% of respondents state they would not be likely to use the hall
more often, even if it was improved or extended. However, the possibility of an
improved facility may lead to increased use, from within and outside the parish,
if more activities are provided in the hall.
Pre-application advice from the planning department
The advice from the planning department considered 3 proposals:
1. Extension to the village hall
2. Demolition of the existing hall and rebuilding on an extended footprint
3. Advice on the possibility of constructing a new village hall and
community housing on land outside the settlement boundary in Flood
Zone 1.
The Officer concludes that extending the current village hall is likely to gain
Officer support, once details of materials, height and design are provided with
realistic measures to mitigate against any increase in surface runoff and flooding.
Demolition and rebuild on the same site may gain Officer support, depending on
similar details being provided as well as information on the loss of the green
space involved. However, a new build on a green field site outside the settlement
boundary is unlikely as the Herefordshire Core Strategy discourages the
abandonment of existing social and community facilities in favour of new
facilities. In addition, if a new hall was built, the current hall site would be most
unlikely to gain permission for conversion to housing, as it is in Flood Zone 3.
Recommendations of the Feasibility Study Group to Eardisland Parish Council
The FSG makes the following recommendations:
• To take forward option 1 of the Feasibility Study – The
recommendations of the structural survey to be addressed, the current
kitchen to be turned into storage, a new kitchen to be installed in the
current meeting room, improvements to be made to the main hall
(acoustic panels, rewiring, new lighting/heating, insulation)
• To set up a parish council project working group to take the project
forward – various members of the FSG have offered to be on a new
working group, with the suggestion that another EVHMC representative
and any parishioner with specialist skills for the project be included in
the working group
• detailed costings are required as soon as possible and the FSG considers
a quantity surveyor should be appointed to provide costings and act as
project manager working with the parish council working group
8

•
•

•
•

Funding streams should be investigated with the objective of having no
Public Works Loan if possible
Results, analysis and the parish council decision to be printed in the
parish magazine, with thanks to parishioners for responding to the
questionnaire
Letters of thanks to be sent to the landowners who offered land
FSG to be wound up as the study has completed.

Eardisland Parish Council Feasibility Study Working Group, March 2019
PARISH COUNCIL (PC) UPDATE
1. As 7 people were nominated for 7 Parish Council seats, they are elected
uncontested and will take office at the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council
on 16 May. The 7 new councillors are: Merry Albright, Shelley Connop, Reg
Curtis, Maryan Hanson, Elaine Harper, Richard Kirby and David Weir.
2. Following the report on the Feasibility Study on the options for the Village
Hall (see pages 4-9), the parish council is setting up a working group to take
forward the upgrading and refurbishment project. We need 2-3 parishioners,
preferably with relevant skills, to join the project group. Please can you help?
If you are willing to volunteer, please contact the Parish Clerk.
3. Some good news about dog fouling – The Parish Footpath Officers have
reported that the amount of fouling on footpath ED7 (from the village
towards Hay Bridge) has greatly reduced and the supply of dog poo bags is
regularly used and restocked. Thank you to the few dog owners who are
clearing up after their dogs and helping to keep the parish clean by clearing
up after other people’s dogs! If you see an owner not clearing up after their
dog, why not offer them a dog waste bag and encouragement to do so?
4. Grateful thanks to everyone who helped with the litter pick. It was felt that
there was less litter this time – another good sign!
5. Following the parish council meeting with representatives from the
Environment Agency (EA) and Balfour Beatty (BB) and then with the local
householders most affected by silting near and under the bridge, we are able
to give more information. BB, on behalf of Herefordshire Council as the
Highways Authority, has riparian responsibility for any silting under the
bridge, however it does not consider the current level of silting to be a
problem as there is a good level of water flow through the rest of the bridge.
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The EA states that the silting further upstream by the private road is the
riparian responsibility of the adjoining householders on that road. Although
the EA officer said he would put in a grant application to clear the build-up of
silt (the berm), it is very unlikely to be granted and BB will not do anything
about the berm under the bridge until the upstream berm is removed. At the
meeting of the parish council and the relevant landowners, we agreed that
the parish council would get legal advice on this issue for the council and that
the landowners may wish to get their own advice. The parish council will be
involving the Ward Councillor and the Member of Parliament in further
discussions with the EA and BB once the legal advice is received.
6. The new parish council website can be accessed at www.eardisland-pc.gov.uk
with the community website continuing to provide all other information at
www.eardisland.org.uk.
7. GDPR requires people to give positive consent for the parish council to hold
personal data and to allow you to receive emails. If you have given consent to
be alerted to new events in the parish and new items on the website (eg. PC
agendas and minutes) on the community website, your details have been
added to the new parish council website for news alerts. Please contact the
Clerk if you wish your name and data to be removed from this list.
8. The following planning applications have been considered or noted in March
and April: P190488/FH, Stonelea Cottage, Eardisland, HR6 9AS – Single storey
extension to the west side of the existing house – resolved to support as
conforms to Eardisland NDP policy E1. Noted P190766/K, War memorial –
Work to tree 1907 (Common Hawthorn) by war memorial – Supported and
Works to trees can proceed. Noted P190767/K, Eardisland Recreation
Ground – Work to trees 1879 (Common Ash), 1891 (Field Elm), 1886 (Field
Maple), 1878 (Crack Willow) as identified in Tree Survey and 1875 (Sweet
Chestnut) damaged after survey undertaken – Supported and Works to trees
can proceed. Noted P190100/U, Folly Farm, Eardisland, HR6 9BS – Certificate
of lawfulness for existing use for maintenance and repair of plant and
machinery, commercial vehicles and HGVs, and also the storage distribution
of construction materials – Approved. Noted P190276/U, Bramlyn, Lynch
Court, Eardisland, HR6 9AR – Proposed lawful development certificate for an
existing use in breach of condition 1 of planning permission 13571 –
Supported as no evidence known of occupation by agricultural worker for 18
years and Approved. P190847/F and P190848/L, Arrow Lawn, Broome Lane,
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Eardisland, HR6 9BS – Change of use to short term holiday accommodation.
Reinstatement of kitchen to original 19th Century position next to dining
room and reversion of present kitchen to library – resolved to: object to
permanent change of use but content that property be let for short term
holiday accommodation if not lived in by owner; support relocation of
kitchen; request conditions if approved, no fireworks or gathering in garden
after 11 pm to protect amenity of neighbours, in conformity with Eardisland
NDP policy E17.
9. The amended planned parish council meeting dates can be found in the diary
of the magazine. Extra meetings will be held if required to meet deadlines for
response to planning applications and details can be found on the notice
boards and website. Meetings are open to the public and a short time is
allocated on the agenda to take questions or comments from parishioners, in
line with the council’s standing orders.
THANK YOU TO PHIL MILCHARD
Phil has been a Parish Councillor for the last eight years and has not stood for reelection this year. He has been a very active member and has worked hard for
the community.
• He was an active participant in the Community Led Plan.
• He spearheaded the reconstruction of the mill stream bank adjacent to the
Dovecote.
• He is the driving force behind the E team and all the work they do making
our village looking beautiful.
• He did all the work associated with getting all the new equipment for
children in the recreation ground.
• He helps organising the very successful annual Craft Fair.
• He does a lot of work behind the scenes to facilitate the smooth running of
the community shop.
• He has helped to ensure the smooth operation of the Parish Magazine.
And much, much more. Thank you so much Phil for your sterling contribution to
the community, we will miss you on the Parish Council!
Maryan Hanson
Chair, Eardisland Parish Council
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THE FRENCH CONNECTION
A party of French visitors will arrive in the village on 17th May for a 4-day visit.
They will stay with hosts and enjoy a series of events organised by Elaine Harper
and her committee. Our French guests will have travelled from a small village in
Normandy, La Vieille Lyre, with which we have been officially twinned since 2007.
The story of how this came about began in 2004. In that year I wrote an article for
this magazine raising the question as to whether we should, as a village having
historic connections with La Vieille Lyre in Normandy, consider instigating a
twinning process. My question arose because I had recently read the chapter in
Norman Reeve’s book, ‘The Leon Valley’, (1980; Phillimore) in which I noted the
statement that “La Vieille Lyre ... had property in Herefordshire in 1086” and “the
first vicar of Eardisland... Richard de Wyre (or Wye) was presented by the Abbey of
Lyre in 1278.” (p.142) I was intrigued by the fact that between 1278 and 1336 the
Abbey appears to have appointed three Vicars here and wondered why
Eardisland should have such an ancient connection with this village in Normandy.
Since I used to meet and discuss issues with Norman in his home in Leominster, I
raised the matter with him. He explained that he was aware that La Vieille Lyre
almost certainly received some of the income (from tithes) paid to our church, St
Mary the Virgin, by the end of the tenth century. This income was probably used
to fund the great Abbey built in Lyre by William FitzOsbern (circa 1020 – 1071). He
was a relative and close adviser of William the Conqueror and one of the most
powerful of the Norman lords who accompanied him to England. He was created
Earl of Hereford in 1067.
Norman Reeves explained that similar finance would also have come from
many other towns and villages which had been passed to the Normans following
the Conquest, especially those associated with FitzOsbern. Since it is believed he
lived in Carisbrooke castle on the Isle of Wight, there are many holdings there
associated with Lyre. In Herefordshire, Ocle Pychard (with Livers or Lyvers Ocle)
was almost certainly connected with Lyre. In Gloucestershire, Duntisbourne Leer
is another. Indications are that the Eardisland/Lyre connection had been
established by the time of the death of FitzOsbern in 1071. There are several
other references to support an Eardisland/Lyre connection between 1172 and
1415. In that year the property in England of various monastic establishments,
including Lyre, was added by Henry V to the endowment of the then new Shene
priory in Surrey. At that point our link with Lyre was broken.
Since there was strong evidence that Eardisland had an important historic
connection with Lyre I suggested in my article that it might be an opportunity to
re-establish these ties going back perhaps 750 years. How often do we enter a
town which mentions a place with which it is twinned, and one wonders why it
was selected? In our case there would be every justification.
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The outcome was some helpful suggestions from readers: George Alderson
clarified some historical errors I had made and provided some detailed research
information. It was suggested by another respondent that a letter be sent to the
Mayor in Lyre, which I duly drafted. This outlined the details of my article and the
suggestion that twinning might be a possibility. Ruth Brinton-Bivand kindly
translated this into French and it was sent to the Mayor of La Vieille Lyre to see if
he and his colleagues would be keen to pursue the idea.
In March 2005 I received a phone call early one morning from the Mayor, who
introduced himself as Michel Dessarthe. He stated that he and his council were
most enthusiastic to follow up the idea of twinning. He explained that Lyre is a
small town of about 650 people. It is situated on a river (Risle) and has a few
shops, a bar, a church and a school and is situated in an agricultural region. He
explained that the Abbey (for which the parishioners of Eardisland had partly paid
through their tithes for about 250 years) was demolished in the French
Revolution. Apart from this, the Normandy village seemed to have many
similarities with our own. He suggested that if our Parish Council agreed then a
meeting between a group from both villages could be arranged in Lyre in the
coming months for discussions.
The Parish Council duly
approved of the meeting and a
party from Eardisland set off in
November 2005 for a three day
visit to discuss ideas with the
Mayor and his councillors. Our
group consisted of Ruth
Brinton-Bivand and Chris
Bivand; Esther and Graham
Simpson; Lorna and Paul Selfe,
Helen Thomasson (whose
father was living in the village)
and Ed Simpson. We had a most hospitable and memorable welcome by the
mayor and his council (despite a snow storm that nearly stranded us) and it was
agreed that the idea of twinning should be pursued. This was formally achieved in
2007. Visits to and from France have occurred each year since with great success
establishing many strong friendships and some economic benefits for both our
villages. In addition, the young school children of Eardisland and Kingsland are
now able to undertake exchange visits helping to maintain the strong links
already established. It is pleasing to know that among the French guests soon to
arrive in Eardisland are some making their first visit, together with the now
retired mayor of La Vieille Lyre, Michelle Dessarthe, who we first met in 2005.
Paul Selfe
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KINGSLAND CE PRIMARY SCHOOL
French Breakfast/ Coffee Morning, Saturday 6th April 2019
The French Breakfast/ Coffee Morning hosted by Kingsland CE Primary School in
Eardisland Village Hall raised an astonishing net total of £1204.58. The support
from the school community, the village, Arrow Bank Holiday Park and other local
businesses was overwhelming. A new record was possibly set for the number of
people attending a coffee morning in Eardisland Village Hall! Huge thanks are due
to everyone for their support.
French Children’s Visit to Eardisland/Kingsland in July 2019
The French Breakfast/Coffee Morning was in aid of the return visit to Eardisland/
Kingsland by a group of children from our twinned village in Normandy.
As reported in earlier magazines, the visit by our own Eardisland
children to Lyre in November 2017 has left them with life-time memories and it
would be wonderful if the French children had a similar experience when they
visit us in July 2019. Whilst the Eardisland Twinning Association is supportive of
the visit, this is very much a Kingsland Primary School led project. I have offered
to help the headteacher, Mr Debenham, in a voluntary capacity as a private
individual in any way he would like me to assist.
It is confirmed that the group of French pupils (and some parent
accompaniers) will travel to arrive in Eardisland on the evening of Monday July
8th and leave again to return to France on the morning of Friday July 12th. The
group will stay in the Manor House - the owners have very kindly offered to
accommodate the group on a complimentary basis for the four nights in question
as a reciprocal gesture for the free accommodation in the gîte offered to our own
school group when we were in France.
In July, during the three days of Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday,
time will be spent by the French group in Kingsland School and on visits around
the area. In the evenings, we will organise activities for the group, just as our
French friends did for us last year. It is hoped that there will be a social event,
open to all in the community, at 6.00pm on Thursday 11th July - the last evening
of the visit by the French group. Details will be published on posters, on the
community website and on the community Facebook page nearer the time. In
the meantime, please save the date! Thank you.
Ruth Brinton-Bivand on behalf of Kingsland Primary School
ruthbrintonbivand@gmail.com
07773 706147
01544 388375
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EARDISLAND COMMUNITY SHOP AGM
To be held in the village hall
on
Monday 10th June from 6pm sharp
Everyone welcome
Join us and you may hear some very exciting news!

W.I. REPORT
In March Jenny Platts with her "roadie" husband enthralled us with her talk with
slides on 'Herefordshire Market Towns'. She covered Bromyard, Ledbury, Rosson-Wye, Kington and Leominster. We learned some interesting facts on the
various markets, customs and characters. Three newcomers to the village
attended and have since joined us, so our numbers are on the rise - which is
heartening as we enjoy our 100th year!
In April Amanda Ames from 'Amanda Jane Millinery' came to show us
her wonderful creations. I modelled a superb turquoise one which
complemented my outfit for the entire evening. (I almost forgot I was adorned
and would loved to have smuggled it home!) I met Amanda at last year's
Shobdon Food & Flying festival along with her mum, Lyn Stokes, who was
president at Shobdon W.I. prior to it folding. Amanda agreed to talk to us but had
never done a demo and talk before and she was brilliant, so refreshing!
Also in April we provided the bacon butties and homemade cakes at Doug
Tantrum's Railway Day. It turned out to be a very profitable occasion for W.I.
funds and the visitors much appreciated our skills. In April too, I gave the annual
report for our W.I. at the Parish Council Meeting, as usual in rhyme, and it was
met with loud applause!
On 1st May several of us went to a 'Pimms and Pudding Evening' to
celebrate the centenary of Pembridge W.I. It was so well attended and after the
victuals we were entertained by a choir from Kington who sang songs from the
15

musicals some of which we could join in. We were uplifted when we finished
off by standing and singing 'Jerusalem'!
On 13th May we are having an afternoon outing to Bryans Ground near
Presteigne so will report on that in the next issue along with the notes on our
10th June speaker Rebecca Edmonds returning to us and speaking on her time as
a 'Crown Court Barrister'.
If you wish to come along to any W.I. meeting, then please do not hesitate to
phone me. You will always be made welcome.
Mavis Tantrum Eardisland W.I. Secretary.  01544 387972
EARDISLAND VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
Do you all remember that lovely village picnic on the recreation ground that we
had to celebrate the ten-year anniversary of the twinning? We thought it would
be nice if the village hall committee organized another one and so we have
booked the recreation ground with the Parish Council, organized a marquee, live
music and some games. June the 29th is the date, from 2.00pm is the time. Bring
your picnic, go as posh as you like, and hope for fine weather. There will be some
refreshments on sale and the hall will be open for ‘facilities’. Look forward to
seeing you there!
Since I last wrote we have held a Soup and Pud lunch and Easter
Saturday Coffee and Cakes morning. Both were really successful as fundraising
events and seemed to be equally successful as social events if the numbers
attending and the noise levels were anything to go on.
Events such as these are an essential part of our management role as we
need to increase our income to meet our expenses. Further events are planned:
do not forget the Duck Races on August Bank Holiday Sunday and Fiesta Night
and Bingo in the Autumn
The work that committee members and some support volunteers put in
is amazing. Without them, Eardisland would be a less vibrant community.
You can probably guess where I am going next, the majority of the work
falls on the few and the committee is in desperate need of some new members.
We have a splendid book-keeper but need a Treasurer to manage our expenses
and help with financial planning. We also need a Business Secretary to manage
the routine paperwork, passing it to the appropriate person and keeping a record
of who does what. The minutes of each meeting are already managed by our
wonderful minutes’ secretary.
If you feel you can help in any way, please contact me on
carole.evhmc@yahoo.com.
Carole Millin
For Eardisland Village Hall Management Committee
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KINGSLAND AND EARDISLAND HOSPICE FRIENDS
Our annual Morrisons collection will be on Wednesday and Thursday June 19 and
20. Kingsland will be responsible for Wednesday, so we are looking for volunteers
on Thursday from 10.00 am to 6.00 pm. At least this time of year it shouldn't be
too cold! Please contact me if you can help on this day and I will hopefully be
able to fill the hours. If not I will be ringing people up!
Our only other event this year will be the pre-Christmas coffee morning at
the Luctonians which will be held on Friday November 15th. A long way off but
please put it in your diaries.
For people who are new to the village we are a small group formed by
Bridget Eastaugh from Kingsland after the death of her husband who was a
previous Bishop of Hereford. Eardisland joined with Kingsland a few years later
and we have raised over £94,000 since then. Our aims are quite simple; we try to
hold two fundraising events plus a store collection annually and meet two or
three times a year to plan these. It is not a huge commitment but very
worthwhile, so if anyone feels they could join us they would be warmly
welcomed.
Dorothy Brown.  01544 388389.
MORTIMER MEDICAL PRACTICE PATIENT PARTICIPATION GROUP (PPG)
We now have a Virtual PPG which anyone registered with the Practice can join.
This enables people who do not want to attend meetings to become members
and become involved in issues which they would like addressed. If anyone is
interested visit www.myppg.co.uk and follow the links. It does take a week or
more before confirmation of registration comes through.
From 1st June 2019 the Practice will no longer accept repeat prescription
requests via email to the dispensary. They can be ordered using the online EMIS
Access service for which a password is required. This can be obtained by
contacting Alison Harris at Kingsland surgery. Using paper prescriptions and
delivering to the surgery is unaffected.
During March, 3881 appointments were booked and of these 134 were
wasted by patients not turning up. The surgery does have the mechanism to text
those with access to mobile phones to alert you of your appointment, if you are
willing for the surgery to have your number. Unfortunately, this service is not
possible on landlines.
Lesley Woakes Primary Care Lead for Hereford Clinical Commissioning
Group (CCG) attended our meeting on 30th April to update us on the ongoing
saga of the cessation of ear irrigation once provided by GP surgeries. A new
Clinical Pathway has been agreed for ear irrigation and the GP hubs have to agree
a way forward. Hubs are Primary Care Networks (PCN). They are made up of a
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group of Practices serving a population of 30-50 thousand patients. The idea is
that the Practices work together with other Service Providers e.g. District Nurses,
Social Services to provide a more efficient service. The hub (PCN) our Practice is
with is Weobley, Kington, The Marches and Westfield surgeries in Leominster.
We hope as a PPG a solution will soon be found.
Our next PPG meeting will be in June. Please contact me if you have any
issues you would like me to raise.
Diane Lee
 01544387685

Preparations are underway for this year’s show (Saturday 7th September).
The full schedule can be found on the parish website and entry forms will be
available in July. In the meantime, why not come to one of our craft events!
On Friday 7th June 7-9pm, Sue Hamer will be leading a workshop at The Village
Hall, teaching us how to make a ‘continental’ flower arrangement. This should
be really good fun - as well as giving us useful skills for our 2019 Village Show
entries! Sue will be providing the trays, oasis and tape – we’ll be raiding gardens
before the event for the flowers and foliage! ☺
This event is free, but numbers will be limited, so please e-mail me if you'd like to
attend or if you have any questions. I’ll bring tea and coffee, but feel free to bring
your own drinks and snacks too.
Thanks,
Jo South
jo.evhmc@yahoo.com
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EARDISLAND COMMUNITY SHOP
As always the shop needs volunteers to keep it going. We need as many people
as possible to volunteer to serve, for an hour every so often, but we also need
help behind the scenes. There are a number of ongoing jobs, all of which can be
done from the comfort of your own home! As a committee we do as much as we
can ourselves but the more the jobs can be shared out, the better. At our AGM in
June the current committee will stand down. While most of us are happy to be
re-elected and continue, we are always looking for new people with new ideas.
There might even be a whole group of you who would like to take over and run
the shop, in which case we would be quite happy to pass on the baton. We have
found it works best if it is run by a team of people who know each other well and
can work together comfortably. We are aware this can be seen as a ‘clique’ but
we really believe that it’s the amicable team work which has kept things going
well, overseen by a chairperson who has a light touch and wants input from
other people, always mindful that the shop belongs to the village and its
community. If you can gather a group of people who might want to take this on,
then we are happy to step down. There is a lot to be said for new blood, but in
the mean time we will carry on and will continue to do so unless someone else
comes forward. We just need a bit more help! Please!
Sue Wallis
FOOTPATH REPORT APRIL 2019
An incident involving aggressive horses was reported by a local resident who was
walking ED7 with her friend and a dog. It appears to have been quite serious and
the resident and her friend were understandably very shaken. The incident was
reported to the locality steward, but we must stress that dogs should always be
on a lead when livestock are around. The exception is if cows show some
aggressive interest and in this case the dog needs to be released to make its
escape allowing the owner to walk away as calmly as possible while the cows are
diverted by chasing the dog (which in most cases can outrun them easily). The
current issue with horses is that they have been hand fed during winter months
and will approach people for food.
There was a broken spring on a gate on the Harold Speke Walk (The
Eardisland end of ED7) which meant that unless walkers took extra trouble the
gate did not close properly. There are sheep in one field and land preparation
going on in the adjoining one, so it had to be dealt with quickly. The spring has
now been replaced but would all walkers please make sure they close gates
properly and report any damage to the local footpath officers.
We are pleased to report that the dog mess at the beginning of the
walk, which we had to clear last year, is much reduced. We were intending to
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thank all dog owners for their cooperation in this respect, but it turns out it is a
few responsible dog owners who are clearing up the mess left by others. We can
therefore extend our thanks only to the decent folk who are doing this and
apologise on behalf of the careless dog owners for their irresponsible behaviour.
The poo bag dispenser in the village car park seems well used so hopefully things
are improving to some extent.
We were informed of a second footpath closure on local land, this time
for three days. We decided to seek clarity on the issue of short-term footpath
closure in case any other landowners needed to close a path. An official
application has to be made to Herefordshire Council, incurring a charge, in
advance of the closure and without this lawful permission no footpath can be
closed, for any length of time. In future any landowner wishing to close a path
must apply to the appropriate authority, preferably well in advance. If any
walkers notice that an attempt has been made to close a path, please report this
to the local footpath officers.
From Jo and Sue
WHAT IS SHARE A CARE ?
A few years ago a group was started in the village called Share a Care. There are
regular monthly get togethers which are well attended, but we feel that there
are now quite a few people in the village who have no idea what it is about so
some sort of update is needed!
The original plan was to help and support people who lived in the parish,
particularly outside the village itself, who could not get out and about much and
this is still one of its aims. But it evolved into something a bit more and there are
two main aspects to it. Firstly there are get-togethers on the last Thursday of
each month at 2.30pm in the village hall with the Parish Council kindly paying
for the use of the room. Quite a few of us meet to have a chat and put the world
to rights, enjoying coffee/tea and cake provided free by the village shop. Several
newcomers to the village have found the gatherings a good way of meeting
fellow villagers in a warm friendly environment with no committee, no minutes
taken and no agenda apart from a good natter and a discussion of any concerns
or difficulties.
Also there is another way in which it can be used. Anyone who has a
minor task or problem which they need to sort out can phone the village shop
and ask if someone can give them a hand. We do not deal with urgent or serious
issues, just the little day-to-day jobs that people might need help with. Examples
of support given in the past include lifts to the doctors and hospital for
appointments, advice with filling-in forms, moving heavy furniture. There are a
number of people in the village who have volunteered to help with the following:
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lifts to and from the doctors/hospital, collecting prescriptions, changing library
books, small shopping trips, accompanying to appointments, help with filling in
forms, advising about faults with electronic gadgets, small practical jobs - like
changing light bulbs, turning a mattress, moving the rubbish bins, short term dog
walking or cat feeding, or just someone to have a chat to. Some volunteers are
DBS checked so can help with child care in an emergency. Many of these things
are sorted out between neighbours already but if anyone is stuck, Share a Care is
there to find a solution. Anyone who needs a helping hand can phone the village
shop on 01544388984, ask for Share a Care and the shop volunteer will contact a
coordinator who will get back to you as soon as possible. Each coordinator has a
list of Share a Care volunteers and they will contact an appropriate person to
help. The volunteers are never asked directly by the person who needs help, so
can say no without worrying about upsetting anyone.
So hopefully there is no need for anyone to feel they are stuck or
worried with no one to turn to. Even if you have all the help and support you
need, do come along to the get togethers - the more the merrier!
Anyone who wishes to put their name forward as a volunteer please contact
Margaret Milchard 01544388097 margaretmilchard@btinternet.com
or Sue Wallis 01544388066 dandswallis@hotmail.co.uk.
A big thank you to all those who have already volunteered. We look
forward to seeing as many people as possible on the last Thursdays in the month
in the village hall at 2.30. We’ll have the kettle on!
Sue Wallis
OPERA
“An Evening at the Opera” will be the name of Leominster Choral Society’s next
concert, which will be at Leominster Priory on Saturday 25th May at 7.00pm.
With Will Pridie setting the scene, the choir will sing music by Bizet, Borodin,
Handel, Mozart, Mascagni, Puccini, Purcell, Tchaikovsky, Wagner and Verdi.
Conductor James Atherton; Hilary Norris on piano and organ; soprano soloist
Katie Trethewey
Tickets are available in advance at £12 from Fletchers Newsagents, Broad Street,
Leominster and Leominster Tourist Information Centre, Corn Square, Leominster;
online via www.ticketsource.co.uk or from choir members.
Tickets on the door £15; accompanied under 16s free.
Sue King

22

23

CHURCH MATTERS
Priest-in-Charge:

Rev. Julie Read, The Rectory, Kingsland.
 07826 194400, rev.julie@btinternet.com
 01568 708255

Churchwarden

Liz Lever, 1 Arrow Barns, Eardisland
 01544 388157 leverfamily360@hotmail.com
Dian Cope, Downome, Eardisland.
 01544 388317

Sacristan

Lay Co-Chair:
Treasurer:
Organist:
PCC Secretary:

Richard Kirby
Mike Coleburn
Annette Blyth
Avis Denny

01544 388810
 01544 388486
01544 388241
01568 780874

SERVICES AT CHURCH OF ST MARY THE VIRGIN, EARDISLAND

Sunday 5th May
9.30am
Sunday 12th May
9.30am

Sunday 19th May
9.30 am
Sunday 26th May
10.30 am

Holy Communion

Eardisland

Morning Prayer led by Rosie
Capon, Lay Reader

Eardisland

Holy Communion

Eardisland

Benefice
Holy Communion

Burton Court
Eardisland
HR6 9DN

Holy Communion

Eardisland

Benefice at St Mary the Virgin with
the induction of Rosie Capon as
Lay Reader

Eardisland

Sunday 2nd June
9.30am
Sunday 9th June
10.30 am
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FROM JULIE READ
A brief note to say a big thank you to Beryl and Alister for all their wisdom, love,
faith, kindness and hard work they have put into the church over their time here.
We will miss them greatly and we send them on their way to new pastures with
every blessing. Thank you also to Beryl (again) and to Dian who have stood as
churchwardens all the time I have been here, and have run a good ship, an open
and welcoming church and we have seen the church family grow during the time
they have held that responsibility. We wish Liz Lever, the new churchwarden,
every blessing as she takes on that role this year.
What lies ahead: a rogation service on 26th May at Burton Court at
10.30am to bless the land, the growing crops, the livestock and those who farm.
We will enjoy the company of Rob Duggan and his sheep as we look over the land
from the balcony of the court, and we will go on a short walk to bless the
livestock. All are welcome! And then on Sunday June 9th we will be welcoming
and licensing Rosie Capon as a Reader in the service with Rev John Daniels (the
warden of Readers) joining us for the official part of the service. Rosie has lived in
the village now for over a year and was a reader in her previous parish in St
Albans. Being a reader allows you to preach and teach in the church and to take
funerals and help with pastoral work. Rosie will do this across the 4 parishes of
the group, but the service is here is Eardisland as that is where she lives. I hope
you will come and welcome her to this new role.
Every Blessing
Julie
FROM THE CHURCHWARDEN
Hello Eardisland! We held the Annual Parochial Parish Meeting on April 7th in the
church of St Mary the Virgin. Anyone who has registered on the church electoral
register was invited to attend and there were 24 people in attendance from a roll
of 48.
We welcomed Rev Julie Read to thank Beryl Hoda for her 6 year’s work
as churchwarden and Julie thanked Alister too, as he has masterminded with
Richard Kirby and Hannah Vernon, an exhibition in the bell tower about bell
ringing. Dian Cope was thanked for her role as churchwarden which she has
decided to retire from. However, she is such a busy person, she has agreed to
continue as sacristan and pastoral care worker, and she will support the new
churchwarden. Liz Lever was elected as churchwarden, having previously been
the secretary. However, no-one else stepped forward at the APM on the day so if
there is anyone in the parish who would like to become a churchwarden to
support Liz, please contact Rev Julie Read. Several of the PCC said they would
support Liz.
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The meeting continued with delivery of reports from the Priest-inCharge, Rev Julie Read, the churchwarden Beryl Hoda, Financial, Gift Aid and
Electoral Roll Reports from Mike Coleburn, and reports from Kingsland Church of
England Primary School and the Flower guild were presented on behalf of Wendy
Priday. Annette Blyth presented the report from the Deanery Synod.
The main events reported were: regular services of Holy Communion, Morning
Prayer, Taize and addition of Evening Healing Service. There were special services
for Palm Sunday, Easter, Rogation, Christian Aid, Harvest and Christmas. The Bell
Ringers are led by Geoff Cowling and are flourishing, and the Bell Tower audiovisual installation is partly due to Geoff’s enthusiasm. The church modifications
are still at the planning stage with a new architect, Mr Richard Lamb who has
been appointed. The Parish Giving Scheme is very successful, and we were
encouraged to give in this way where possible. The fundraising activities included
Open Gardens over August Bank Holiday, shared organisation of the Auction of
Promises and the Craft Fair with the Eardisland in Bloom team. This fundraising
has ensured that the church is not in debt at present but the proposed plans for
the extension will require serious fundraising for the next few years.
The following people were elected to the Parochial Church Council:
Michael Coleburn, John Hope, Richard Kirby, Charlotte James, Mavis Tantrum,
Hannah Vernon. The following were co-opted as Lay members of the Deanery
Synod: Annette Blyth, Dian Cope and Rosemary Capon as Lay Reader. After the
meeting Avis Denny volunteered to act as the secretary but would not be a
member of the committee at present. Shelly Connop and Hannah Vernon have
been elected as School Governors.
The meeting was informed and encouraged to attend The Riding Lights
production of The Narrow Road on Wednesday 17th April. The next meeting of
the PCC will be on Tuesday 7th May at 4pm.
‘THE NARROW ROAD’ BY STEPHEN BIRCH PERFORMED BY THE RIDING LIGHTS
THEATRE COMPANY, YORK
This moving performance was brought to Eardisland on 17th April and was held in
our church. The actors, four of them plus their technical assistant, arrived from
their previous performance that had been in Leeds! A few parishioners helped
them unload and they set up before their evening meal that Rosie and Felicity
Capon hosted. The performance began a little later than planned to ensure
everyone had refreshments in advance as there was not to be an interval.
The play began with two travellers and their travel book, which they read from,
to guide us through their journey on the Narrow Road. We met a young Jesus in
discussions with a Sadducee and a Pharisee, who then foretold what would
happen to Caiaphas. The travellers became troubled when Jesus met a woman
who was tormented with ‘demons’ and he then made her better. So, the story
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continued, dipping in and out of stories from the Gospels and then finally the trial
of Jesus with Barabbas and Pilate. We saw Jesus struggling to come to terms with
what his Father had planned for him with a vision of the past times with Abraham
about to kill his son Isaac. In the end, we all knew what the ending would be, but
the actors’ interpretation was very moving with the ending of Jesus’ life but then
the apparent removal of his body from the tomb, with him reappearing to the
disciples without them realising until he had gone.
The actors were brilliant, with the technical and audio-visual effects
adding to the evening performance. One member of our audience was very
moved, and she is currently studying drama studies and her comment ‘that it was
very well done’ summed the evening up.
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EARDISLAND IN BLOOM
Firstly, a big thank you to the 30 parishioners who helped with the annual litter
pick on 23rd March. It was heartening to see so many youngsters joining mum
and dad and racing off to find the next discarded chocolate wrapper. Overall the
general opinion was that there wasn’t as much litter as previous years, which is
great news.
Unusually the weather has been a little unpredictable these last few
Thursday mornings, which has hindered the E Team’s progress, although, we’re
pleased to report, not the ability to drink coffee and eat cake, with the 11am
break time strictly observed. We’re delighted the Spring bulbs brought so many
positive comments, particularly regarding the tulips, which put on a splendid
show.
By the time you read these notes the Plant Sale will be done and dusted
for another year, so thank you if you helped to support it and to those who
helped run it on the day.
As we write, plans are in place with regards to our annual planting for
both the beds and planters. This year we will be introducing perennials along the
Manor House border as well as one or two old favourites and a couple of
surprises. Our thanks to Suzanne Evans for over-wintering the geraniums which
will soon be returned to us. The boat has received a face-lift but we realise it is
coming near to the end of its life, with a number of splits appearing. Whilst we
expect it to last out this year, we are making plans for a replacement feature in
2020.
Phil Milchard

Chris Watson

Wendy Cross

EARDISLAND CRAFT & PRODUCE FAIR
A reminder that this popular annual event takes place on 12 th October. At the
time of penning these notes there are just five spaces available, with all stalls in
the church reserved on the opening day for bookings.
Phil Milchard

Richard Kirby

EARDISLAND MEMORIAL WALKS
In mid-April, Major Allan Harry, who is President of the Herefordshire British
Legion and who served with regiments now amalgamated to become The Royal
Welsh, opened a Memorial Gate commemorating Pte John Charles Morgan, who
served with the 4th Bn. Royal Welsh Fusiliers. He was killed in action in 1917.
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John lived in Shirl Heath and we understand that he worked on the
farm: there are several houses in the area and if readers are aware of a Morgan
family living there in the early 1900s, please get in touch. We have a William
Morgan buried in our churchyard, who died in 1968. He and John could have
been related.
The John Charles Morgan walk is 7 miles in all, (Guide No.5) but getting a
lift from the War Memorial to Shirl Heath and avoid walking on the main road is
an option. The paths go through Shirl Heath, across to Lawton and down into
Monkland. You return via Arrow Bridge and Burton Court, down into the village.
A Memorial Gate west of Monkland common has been erected, as usual
with E-Team expertise and assistance. Our soldier is Pte William Webb of the East
Lancashire Regiment who was killed in action in March, 1918. He, like John
Morgan, grew up in Shirl Heath. We hope to arrange a moderate walk to the site
on a suitable evening in late June during Armed Forces’ week for a
commemorative opening – please watch out for posters two weeks in advance.
Meanwhile, William’s walk (Guide No.13) is available at the Community Shop and
Rita’s. It’s a good stretch, a 10 miles’ circular - in parts by the River Arrow and
Pinsley Brook - and might take you to places you’ve never been before.
Please get in touch via EardislandMemorialWalks.org.uk if you can add
information about the lives and times of our 13 soldiers, and many thanks to
those who either buy or recommend our guides.
Hugh Vernon
1919
Whilst world events in 1919 were producing great change it is interesting to
consider what life was like for those living in our parish at that time.
Key world events May-July 1919
May 1919: Beginning of the third Anglo-Afghan war.
June 14–15th: A Vickers Vimy piloted by John Alcock and navigator Arthur
Whitten Brown makes the first non-stop transatlantic flight from Newfoundland
to Connemara, in Ireland.
June 17th: Epsom Riots by Canadian troops unhappy at having their return
delayed: an English police sergeant is killed.
June 28th: Treaty of Versailles is signed. The most important of the peace treaties
that brought WW1 to an end exactly five years after the assassination of
Archduke Franz Ferdinand, which had directly led to World War I.
July 2–6th: The British airship R34 makes the first transatlantic flight by dirigible,
and the first westbound flight, from Scotland to New York.
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July 18th: The Cenotaph in London, as designed by Edwin Lutyens, is unveiled to
commemorate the dead of WW1.
Local events in this period
In Eardisland at this time there were also discussions beginning to consider the
creation of a memorial for local men killed in the war. In March 1919 a meeting
was called by the Chairman of the Parish Council, Tom Wood, Headmaster of the
school. The Leominster News reported that it was well attended with Col Clowes
in the Chair. An interchange of ideas took place. Three suggestions were made.
These were the construction of a village hall, a lych gate for the churchyard and a
monument to be erected in the village. Each had numerous supporters. After a
long discussion the propositions narrowed down to the first (village hall) and the
last. Eventually, a monument was agreed on, by a small majority. By May 30th a
War Memorial Committee had been established, consisting of Mr Wood, Col &
Mrs Clowes, Mr Harvey (shop keeper), the Rev Birley, Capt. Greenhough (of
Staick house) Mr Arthur Davies and Mr Taylor (who was duly appointed to carry
out the scheme). The committee was asked to obtain estimates and report to a
meeting to be held at a later date. Information from the WI Book (1956) tells us
that the War Memorial Cross was duly designed. It is thought that this was
possibly the work of Capt. Greenhough and the cost was £208. (£9,220 in present
day values). The amount was raised locally by subscription. The last sum
subscribed was 10 shillings in March 1920 before the dedication eventually took
place.
In May 1919 the Leominster News reports another committee meeting, in the
Reading Room (above the old Grammar School). This was the Eardisland Fruit,
Vegetable and Garden Society. Col Clowes again presided. The schedule of prizes
and competitions was revised. It was proposed to hold the show on the occasion
of the harvest festival in October.
For those in the village at this time seeking alternative activities, there was
showing in the Leominster Picture Palace in Corn Square “Special Easter
attractions.” They included a play entitled “The Better ‘Ole” by Bruce Bainsfather.
He was a regular visitor to Glan Arrow in Eardisland where he had close relatives
living. He was famous for his cartoon character ‘Old Bill’. One drawing showed
Old Bill in a shell-hole with another Tommy, with bullets and shells exploding
around them; Bill tells his pal “If you knows of a better ‘ole, go to it.” The other
attraction on the programme that week was the ‘The Victory Year Grand
National’; The cinema announced “watch the most spectacular race in the
world... 27 fences and thrilling water jumps, exciting falls... If you miss this you
will miss anything..” The race was won by Ernest Piggott whose grandson was
another later flat race champion jockey, Lester Piggott.
Paul Selfe & George Alderson
30

EARDISLANDIANA
AN ALPHABETICAL COMPILATION OF EVENTS AND CIRCUMSTANCES OF
HISTORICAL INTEREST ALPHABET (II), PART (III)
L ……. Lotchard family

M ……. Mills family

N ……. Near Wilberry

Robtus Lochard gent was one of the twelve jurors, the
only one described as gent, listed as being present at
Hinton for a View of Frankpledge with Court Baron of
Peter Smyth esq, Lord of the Manor there, on 13
October 2 Chas I [1626]. The surnames of four of the
other jurors can still be found in recent (since 1997)
parish records of Eardisland.
Isaac Mills bill £2 13shillings - about £316 at today’s
values, is listed in the Churchwardens’ Accounts for
the period from Easter 1853 to Easter 1854 as
having been paid. There is no detail of what he had
been paid for doing.
This is a field name. It first occurs in my files in 1807 to
which date it is catalogued within HARC reference
CF50/176 as 1807 Shobdon Terrier. The title page of
the actual record reads Terrier to the several Estates of
William Hanbury Esqr situate in the County of Hereford
1807 A bookplate on the inside of the front board
records it as a gift to Hereford Public Library,
Reference Department by The Hon. Charles BatemanHanbury, Shobdon, August, 1930. The pages are not
numbered but the last heading before a summary is
“Broom Farm”. Broom Farm was/is by some margin
within the parish of Eardisland, whilst Shobdon is not.
A schedule of the make-up of Broom Farm follows, the
headings, including names of tenants, field numbers,
field names, the nature of their use eg. arable,
pasture, (this column headed on the schedule as
”Quality”) and lastly “Quantity”, being an assessment
of the extent of each field in acres, rods and either
poles or perches; that column is just headed “p”. The
fields are numbered 500 to 524.
Near Wilberry is number 507, eleven acres, 2 rods and
p 2. The exact location of Near Wilberry can be
deduced from the Tithe Map of 1842/1844 which
shows Field number 805 Welbreys 806 Little Welbreys
and 807 Great Welbreys in the far north-west corner
of the parish, north and a little west of Broom Farm.
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O ……. Oney River

P ……. Perambulation

This is the name which was in earlier years attached to
what is nowadays referred to as Pinsley Brook; for
example on OS Map Landranger Series Sheet No. 148,
of 1995. Incidentally, the cover photograph of that
publication is of Eardisland, the view from the bridge
looking upstream. Pinsley flows roughly west to east
and forms the northern boundary both of the Parish of
Eardisland and the Manor of Hinton. On that OS Map
its source is shown as being just south of Shobdon
Airfield and Shobdon Marsh to the east of it, OS grid
reference SO 401603. But this was not always the
case. The First Edition OS one-inch map of 1832 shows
Pinsley starting much further to the West, near Milton,
about a mile or two north of Pembridge. There are
various possibilities which may have led to this
apparent anomaly, but this is not the appropriate
place to explore them. When and why the change of
name from Oney to Pinsley ocurred is not recorded, or
even hinted at in anything that I have come across. I
have made no specific effort to research the point.
Records suggest much change of land ownership or
occupation in the parish in the early 1830s. It is
evident that this led to disputes, or at least
discussions, about exactly what was being referred to
when a land transaction took place, particularly if the
land butted up against the parish boundary. The Parish
vestry, a body of parishioners responsible for just
about everything nowadays administered by the
Parish Council or Hereford Council (and with the
notable addition of Poor Law matters), decided that
something had to be done. And so on: Feb 27th 1834.
At a Select Vestry Meeting held this 27th day of
February 1834. The Revd F. Rudge appointed
Chairman…….Resolved that much inconvenience
having at various times arisen owing to disputes,
respecting the boundaries of this Parish, It is deemed
expedient that the same be duly defined- That an end
so desirable cannot be more properly or better
obtained than by perambulating the Parish, or as it is
commonly termed “beating the bounds” in the usual
manner, and that the Parish Officers be instructed to
32

Q …….. Quick family

R ……. Roslen

take the necessary steps for that purpose, and the time
fixed for that purpose be Ascension week. Any
punctuation at all is not always encountered at
these sort of dates. I have transcribed, and have
repeated here, exactly what the record itself includes.
In the Land Tax Assessment for the Parish of
Eardisland in 1817, Thomas (Thos) Quick Esq. is listed
as the Proprietor of a land holding, unspecified, of
which Richard (Richd) Yeomans was the Occupier. The
tax payable was eight shillings: it is not listed as
redeemed, as indeed was the case with the vast
majority of the Proprietors listed.
At or near this place was Roslen (1542 Dugdale) which
is probably Welsh ‘marsh in Leen’, ‘marsh’, being one
of the meanings of ‘rhos’-. [From Coplestone-Crow
“Herefordshire Place Names” (1989)]. The this place
he refers to was Nun House, currently the site of the
Caravan Park.
George Alderson

EARDISLAND WEATHER REPORT
The weather for Eardisland in March continued with some frosty mornings. The
total rain for the month was 79mm (3.1 inches), mainly delivered by storms Freya
on the 3rd and Gareth on the 12th causing the river to rise from 13 to 40 inches.
No rain followed from the 19th for the rest of the month. Temperatures ranged
from 8 to 17 C with barometer readings ranging from 29.0 to 30.21.
April's weather brought dramatic changes with slight snow on the 4th
and temperatures ranging from 4 to 26 C on the 20th. A total of 78 mm (30.07
inches) of rain was recorded, with 26mm (1.02 inches) falling on the 5th of April
when the river rose to 52inches, the highest recorded this year so far. Barometer
readings ranged from 29.12 to 30.12. Interestingly I follow the Titley river level
gauge and the river here seems to peak at Eardisland approximately 3 hours
after Titley.
Comparison readings for 2018 were 107 mm (4.2 inches of rain) in
March and 88mm (3.46 inches) in April.
Nature-wise we had lots of visits from a pair of red-legged partridges
and the swans came to see us too!
Doug Tantrum reporting from Kingfisher House
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ST MICHAEL’S HOSPICE NEWS
A talented team of Hospice supporters is preparing for a spectacular flower
festival to mark 35 years of St Michael’s Hospice. A decade ago, the same team
created the hugely successful ‘A Cornucopia of Silver’, followed three years later
by ‘Precious Time’.
Now, Carola Kean, Stephen Rabbitts, Jacqueline Flack and Joan Davies
are reuniting once again for a floral gallery of Transformation and Peace.
More than 40 arrangers and groups from across Herefordshire and adjoining
counties are supporting the event which takes place at Lyde Arundel from 13 th 15th September.
The festival will not only touch the heart of all its visitors, giving them
the opportunity to remember loved ones, but it will also be an enjoyable event,
which will include a Preview Evening and Floral Entertainment Evening.
For more information, visit st-michaels-hospice.org.uk, contact Paddy Nugent on
01432 852 641, or email pnugent@smhospicehereford.org
Performing at the
flower festival will be
the St Michael’s
Hospice Community
Choir. The group
features Hospice
volunteers and staff
members, plus those
from the community
who enjoy singing.
The Choir, which
performs at various
events throughout
the year, would love
to welcome more men, particularly bass or tenor.
If you’re interested in joining, or for more information, call Denise
Bishop at St Michael’s on 01432 852 656.
Paul Broome
Communications Officer, St Michael’s Hospice
Tel 01432 852 643
Fax 01432 851 022
st-michaels-hospice.org.uk
facebook.com/stmichaelshospicehereford
twitter.com/stmichaelshosp
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SUMMER RECIPES
SALAD CREAM
1
Tablespoon plain flour
4
Teaspoons caster sugar
1
dessertspoon English powder mustard
1
Pinch of salt
2
Eggs
100ml.
White wine vinegar (or 50/50 white wine with vinegar)
150ml.
Double cream (I use thick yoghurt)
Squeeze of lemon juice
Mix the flour, sugar, mustard and salt. Beat in the eggs and white wine vinegar.
Place the bowl over simmering water and keep stirring until the mixture thickens
– about 4 to 5 minutes. Once cooked, remove the bowl and leave to cool.
Add the cream or yoghurt. Finish with a little lemon juice. If you want to spice it
up, just add a pinch of chilli powder.
Bottle and put in fridge. It will keep for a couple of weeks or more.
It’s very good and the recipe gives latitude for amendments.
MUSTARD GLAZED LAMB
These are good for a BBQ, but if we have a poor summer, then grilling is fine.
Lamb chops or cutlets
Dijon mustard (not English, it’s too strong)
Demerara sugar
Salt and pepper
Wipe the lamb, then season. Then brush with mustard, and dip in the sugar – try
to get an even coating. BBQ or grill.
These are especially good with fresh seasonal veg from the garden, or
perhaps a salad of lettuce, tomatoes and fresh mint.
To finish, how about a summer pudding? Get a selection of summer fruits, add a
little sugar and bring to the boil for about two minutes. Line small bowls with
slightly stale white bread and pour in the fruit mixture. Put a weight on top and
leave in the fridge overnight., all the juice should have been pressed out and
soaked the bread. Serve cold with yoghurt or fromage frais.
Chris Bivand
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CONTACTS
Editorial:

CHRIS BIVAND
Arrow Bank, Eardisland, Leominster, HR6 9BT

01544 – 388375
Email: chrisbivand@gmail.com

Advertising:

PATRICIA GILL

01544 – 388757
Email: parishads@btinternet.com

Distribution Manager:

BARRY FREEMAN

01544 - 388226

Website:

BEN WOODCOCK
ben@eardisland.org.uk

This edition of the Eardisland Parish Magazine was printed by:
Leominster Community Resource Centre
© Published and copyright: Eardisland Parish Council 2019
Views expressed are those of individual contributors and not necessarily those of
Eardisland Parish Council. The Eardisland Parish Magazine is published by
Eardisland Parish Council without inserts. The Eardisland Parish Magazine is
posted online in pdf format on the village website: www.eardisland.org.uk
Eardisland Parish Council has appointed Cllr. PHIL MILCHARD as the member
responsible for the Magazine. Phil may be contacted on  01544 388097.
Under the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) individuals must give
positive consent for their personal data to be held and published. Both the parish
council and the community website have a responsibility to comply with the
GDPR. Therefore, by actively submitting an article for publication in the parish
magazine, you are giving positive ongoing consent for your data to be held and
published in the magazine in paper and online format. Please contact the
magazine editor if this is not acceptable to you.

Copy date for the next edition of the Eardisland Parish Magazine:

FRIDAY 5th JULY 2019
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