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EDITORIAL 
 
Sitting in Tenerife in mid-February, in balmy 24°C weather, I was wondering what 
I could write in the upcoming editorial in this edition. A telephone call to my 
neighbour, Peter Atkinson, left me in no doubt at all. Some of the worst floods in 
living memory had hit the UK, and this general area in particular. Arrow Bank had 
flooded, as had so many others. 
 We arrived home to find a rather soggy house. The muddy water had 
been in, to a depth of about a foot (say 30 cm). It was then that ‘village life’ 
swung into action, with friends, neighbours helping with labour, advice and 
equipment. The E-Team arrived to cut up sodden carpet, furniture was moved, a 
skip shared. Within ten days or so, we were dry and relatively clear of mud. It will 
take time to do some redecoration, but so what? 
 I know that many people in the village benefited from the kindness of 
others, a story that is replicated across the county and further afield. It’s all 
rather reassuring. 
 Then we have Covid 19 (coronavirus). At the time of writing, it hasn’t 
reached the local area, but there is a good chance it will. By this stage you will all 
be familiar with the medical advice. Don’t panic, be conscious of hygiene and 
wash your hands thoroughly several times a day, especially after going out. When 
hand washing, don’t forget that your thumb is ‘half a hand’, because you can 
touch all your fingers with your thumb, so it deserves special attention. 
 If it does arrive and you are unfortunate enough to be affected, don’t go 
out, phone 111 and ask advice. Try to avoid your surgery or hospital unless it is a 
real emergency. Phone neighbours (don’t visit) – food can be left outside for you 
whilst you recover. Community spirit will prevail!                

Chris Bivand 
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EARDISLAND PARISH DIARY 
 

Thursday 12th March Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Friday 27th March Flood Resilience Group, p.9 

Monday 30th March Hedgerows and Trees, talk at Burton Ct.14 

Friday 3rd April Glass Bowl Making, VH, 7.00pm, p.12 

Saturday 4th April Litter Pick, Village Shop, 10.00am, p.22 

Thursday 9th April Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Sunday 12th April Closing date for Church Electoral Roll, p.19 

Thursday 16th April Gardeners’ Question Time, VH, 7.00pm, p.22 

Saturday 18th April Bowling Club Opening, p.24 

Tuesday 21st April Royal British Legion, Dilwyn, 7.30pm 

FRIDAY 1ST MAY MAGAZINE COPY DATE 

Friday/Saturday 1/2 May Hospice Plant Sale 

Saturday 2nd May Eardisland Plant Sale, VH, p.22 

Friday 8th May VE Day Service with Bells, 7.00pm 

Friday 8th May Floral Art, VH, 7.00pm, p.12 

8-10 May VE Day Celebrations 

Thursday 14th May Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

15-18th May ETA visit to France 

Friday 5th June Phone Photography, VH, 7.00pm, p.12 

Monday 8th June Community Shop AGM, VH, 6.00pm 

Thursday 11th June Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

FRIDAY 3RD JULY MAGAZINE COPY DATE 

Thursday 9th July Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Saturday 15th August VJ Day, p.32 

FRIDAY 4TH SEPTEMBER MAGAZINE COPY DATE 

Saturday 5th September Eardisland Village Show 

Thursday 10th September Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Thursday 8th October Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Saturday 10th October Craft and Produce Fair, p.22 

Thursday 12th November Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

FRIDAY 13TH NOVEMBER MAGAZINE COPY DATE 

Friday 4th December Christmas Swag Making, VH, 7.00pm, p.12 

 
PLEASE NOTE THAT THE MAGAZINE DISTRIBUTION DATE IS USUALLY A 

FORTNIGHT AFTER THE COPY DATE. 
Regularly: Share a Care – last Thursday of the month. For the latest information 
on events (or cancellations), please visit the Eardisland Community Website: 
www.eardisland.org.uk. 

http://www.eardisland.org.uk/
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REPRINT FROM MAY 1995 
V E 50 COMMEMORATION WEEKEND 
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V E 50 : THE WAY WE WERE 
Barry Freeman 

 

Recently the parish magazine has featured the upcoming V E 75 anniversary. This 
prompted me to look back at the two main records of our V E 50 commemorations 
here in Eardisland; a 50 minute video I made and my report in the parish magazine. 
 

V E 1995 seems a comparatively recent event in local history to me for two 
reasons: I have been here an outrageously long time and I am somewhat elderly 
now. Delving into the video and magazine brought home two stark facts: firstly 
how many people have arrived and become valued active members of the 
community in the past 25 years and, secondly and sadly, how many once familiar 
figures have now been taken from us. 
 

This fact was very sharply brought home to me when watching the video and 
hearing the voices of the four ladies who comprised the original committee: 
Jenny Gittoes, Gill Richards, Pat Roche and Claire Speke. Of these, Claire is the 
only remaining member. 
 

At this point it is appropriate to draw attention to the two flowering may trees 
flanking the war memorial. They were the brainchild of Claire who observed that 
there was a small amount left in the funds donated. She suggested two trees 
which flowered at the anniversary of V E day each year would be an appropriate 
permanent reminder. Those trees are now 25 years old which shows how long a 
good idea can last. 
 

(REPRINT) 
 

FINGERS CROSSED FOR SIX MONTHS! 
PREPARING FOR V E WEEKEND 

 

Six months of planning were amply rewarded when the sun shone and local 
residents turned out in force for our weekend of V E events. An organising 
committee of five was formed in October and monthly meetings throughout the 
winter progressed the ideas for the various events. 
 
From the outset it was hoped to make all events free for village residents. Fairly 
soon after the appeal for donations was launched it began to look as if this aim 
would be achieved. Jan and Stuart Burke organised a well-supported quiz raising 
£84; the Parish Council donated £50 and individual donations came in steadily. 
 
As winter gave way to spring, plans for the various events took firm shape. With 
finances secured the next concern was whether our fellow residents would 
support what was a fairly ambitious programme for a small community.  
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PREPARING FOR V E WEEKEND (cont) 
 

Again there was no need to worry; as the time approached tickets were snapped 
up daily. Volunteers appeared to undertake the various tasks and all plans were 
finalised. 
 

There was one final hurdle to clear, as ever, in our climate ..… would the weather 
hold? It did, and the weekend will long remain in the memories of all who took 
part. 
 

Thank you, everyone for your support in creating this happy episode in 
Eardisland’s long history. 

 
 

(REPRINT) 
 

VILLAGE HALL STEPS BACK 50 YEARS 
 

With union jacks decorating the walls, a camouflage net strung between the 
rafters and the sounds of Glenn Miller the Village Hall seemed for all the world as 
if it was about to welcome its first influx of G.I.’s over here to prepare for D-Day. 
It provided the appropriate setting for the Saturday evening dance and the tea 
the following afternoon. 

The Hokey Cokey, Gay Gordons and Jive were all seen for the first time 
for many a year on Saturday, the music being provided by Claire Speke in 
appropriate khaki attire. At intervals, the mournful wail of an air raid siren 
echoed around the hall due to the prodigious exertions of Gill Richards in 
cranking the machine into reluctant life. 
 

On Sunday the hall was packed to capacity for a sumptuous tea that 
bore little resemblance to wartime rationing. Centrepiece of the fare was a 
splendidly decorated cake made by Richard Davies. This was ceremonially cut by 
Roger Rimmer and Anne Witherstone who were the nearest Eardisland had to V 
E Day babies. After a speech recalling his affection for his home village, Roger 
proposed the loyal toast ‘Queen and Country’. 

The occasion was rounded off with a handbell medley of wartime tunes 
organised by Gill Richards and communal singing of songs of the forties. 
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR (REPRINT) 
 

As relative newcomers to Eardisland we would like to express our thanks and 
appreciation for all the hard work by the organisers of Eardisland’s V E Celebration. 
The weekend was a great success with everyone joining in, young and old alike, and 
gave great pleasure to all who participated.  There was true community spirit. 
Thank you all. 
 
 

Jo and Ian Watson 
The Old Post Office 

 
(REPRINT) 

 

EARDISLAND REMEMBERS 
 

A large congregation attended the V E Commemoration Service at the parish 
church. Conducted by the Revd Stephen Thomas, the service followed closely the 
form of the national service with its themes of Thanksgiving, Reconciliation and 
Hope. 
 

The congregation then moved in procession to the War Memorial which had 
been refurbished by Bill Blatchford and Andrew Stobart. Here those men of the 
parish who died in both World Wars were remembered. Two veterans, Joe 
Preece and Harry Davies unveiled a rededication plaque and laid a poppy wreath. 
 

The Bells were rung for this service and for a three hour peal on Monday under 
the direction of Leslie Evans. He also tolled the bell for the two minutes’ silence 
on Monday: the bell is inscribed to the fallen of the two World Wars. 
 
 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR (REPRINT) 
 

We would like to say a big “Thank-you” to the Committee and their helpers for 
the events they arranged to commemorate V E Day. 
 

How nice to see so many in church and at the Memorial for the re-dedication, 
then in the Village Hall for a lovely tea and the sing-song afterwards. The 
barbecue, bonfire and fireworks, brought to an end a very enjoyable weekend. 
There was a friendly atmosphere all through. For this to have been such a 
pleasant weekend there must have been a large amount of planning and 
organisation, and not least of all, hard work. 
 
 

For this we are expressing our heartfelt thanks to you all. 
 

W & M Blatchford 
Church Cottage 
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(REPRINT) 
 

ENDING WITH A BANG! 
 

After a young people’s disco party in the Village Hall, the aroma of beefburgers, 
bangers and bonfire drifted across the recreation ground as the sun set on a 
memorable weekend. Rockets soared into the evening sky and burst to the 
accompaniment of oohs and aahs. The two minutes’ silence was made more 
poignant by the tolling of the bell across the trees from the church tower. 
 
Howard Davies and his team provided us with a superb display and a fitting  
climax to our weekend’s events. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS (REPRINT) 
 

As chairman of the V E organising committee I would like to publicly record my 
appreciation and admiration for the enormous amount of work put in by the four 
committee members: Jenny Gittoes, Gill Richards, Pat Roche and Claire Speke. 
 
Throughout the winter they produced ideas and smoothed out problems as they 
arose. As the time neared the bonfire and fireworks were arranged, the music 
taped and props began to appear from nowhere …… camouflage net, whopping 
great union jacks, a siren, a disco and so on. 
 
During the weekend they catered for a medium sized army … mountains of rolls, 
sandwiches, beefburgers and hot dogs were churned out in three days, plus 
gallons of tea and other drinkables. 
 
I thank these four ladies for asking (telling) me to be chairman. It was a pleasure 
to be able to help. 
 
Barry Freeman      May 1995 
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PARISH COUNCIL (PC) UPDATE:  
 
1. Eardisland Flood Resilience Group, first meeting – Friday 27 March at 2.00 

pm in the Village Hall. Following the flood in February when 20+ houses and 

the village hall were flooded, a new Group is being set up to take the lead and 

organise flood resilience in the parish. There will be different areas of work 

and a response plan will be set up. This will include: Flood Wardens to 

monitor and warn householders and hopefully to put out signage and 

steward a flood event, to stop vehicles going through flood water causing 

more damage to properties as well as their vehicles; and Flood Response 

Teams to help householders prepare for flooding and help them afterwards 

with clearing up if flooding occurs. This Group will only work if there are 

enough volunteers; the community needs to be widely involved and not leave 

it to a few parishioners.                 

Please come along to the meeting and sign up as a Volunteer to help make 
the parish a safer place to live – if you cannot attend the meeting, please 
contact the Parish Clerk with your contact details and let us know what you 
can do to help. Many thanks for helping with this vitally important issue. 

2. All the ditches within the parish drainage systems have been battered and 

affected by the recent floods. Please clear ditches that you are responsible for 

as riparian owner and please let us know what work you have done. 

3. Could you be the Eardisland Parish Footpath Officer (PFO)? Are you interested 

in helping to keep the footpaths accessible and walkable? If you are 

interested, please contact the Parish Clerk. 

4. To celebrate VE75 Day in May, it is planned to plant 75 trees on the 

approaches to the village and in parishioners’ gardens on the road hedge line 

if wished, to form a line of trees through the village. The trees are being 

donated, so if you live in the village and would like a tree(s) on your 

boundary, please contact the Clerk. It is hoped that there will be a coffee 

morning after the church service, so please contact the church if you’re able 

to help with this. If you have any other ideas, please contact the Clerk. Or if 

you would like to organise your own celebration, use the link on the parish 

Facebook page to a site that provides ideas for this. 

5. If you have any photos, video or details about the floods in October and 

February, please can you contact the Clerk, as the parish council is gathering 

evidence of all flood events. 
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6. The parish council has agreed to submit further evidence to support the 

application made in 2004 for a request for Definitive Map Modification Order 

(DMMO) for ED5/6. To submit evidence someone needs to complete a form 

and mark on an official map the route they walked through the caravan park 

before ED5 was closed in 2000, following the collapse of the stile into the 

river. Even if Herefordshire decide to make a  

DMMO, the landowner can object. Therefore, anyone who does submit 
evidence must be prepared to attend a Public Inquiry and be cross-examined 
by the Inspector. There are a huge number of DMMOs within  the system and 
is fairly unlikely that this application would be re-prioritised to allow it to be 
progressed and an order made. If you do wish to submit evidence, please 
contact the Clerk who will supply a form and the map that must be used. 

7. An Environmental Group is being set up within the parish, to investigate and 

take forward ways that parishioners can reduce their carbon footprint. If you 

are interested in joining an Environment Group, please contact the Clerk. 

8. The new gas heating system has been installed in the village hall, as part of 

the refurbishment work. A planning application will be made very soon and a 

tender document written so that a contractor can be identified and funding 

obtained.  

9. In November the police sent out a warning about fraud scams, particularly 

against elderly women in the county. This is a continuing problem. So please 

take great care if someone rings and says they are the police or your bank and 

ask you to move money or give account details – the police and banks NEVER 

ask people to do this, but fraudsters do.  

10. The Police and Crime Commissioner has a new initiative ‘We Don’t Buy Crime’ 

which involves parishioners in an area marking moveable, and therefore more 

easily stolen, property with Smartwater. The Commissioner will fund 25% of 

the Smartwater kits if the parish council will fund the rest (about £1,600). 

However, the initiative is only effective as a deterrent if 70% of households in 

the area have property marked. Please contact the Parish Clerk on 

parish.clerk@eardisland-pc.gov.uk or 07789 322771 if you are interested in 

this project. We can only go ahead if enough people want to take part, so far 

only 5 households have said they are interested. 

11. The new parish council website can be accessed at www.eardisland-pc.gov.uk  

with the community website continuing to provide all other information at 

www.eardisland.org.uk.  

mailto:parish.clerk@eardisland-pc.gov.uk
http://www.eardisland-pc.gov.uk/
http://www.eardisland.org.uk/
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12. GDPR requires people to give positive consent for the parish council to hold 

personal data and to allow you to receive emails. Please contact the Clerk if 

you wish your name and data to be removed from the list for news alerts.  

13. The following planning applications have been considered or noted in 

February and March.  P192726/F, Stonelea Cottage, Eardisland, HR6 9AS – 

Propose to construct a detached storage and tractor shed – Objected to as no 

Flood Risk Assessment submitted and close to flood zone 2 on road known to 

flood regularly; no detailed elevation plan available and concern about size 

and height from visual impact perspective; not in conformity with NDP 

particularly policy E1(n) – Noted that Refused. Noted P193070/FH, Burton 

Firs, Eardisland, HR6 9DN – Demolish existing single storey utility area and 

proposed single storey extension – Approved with conditions. P200490/PA7, 

Court House Farm, Eardisland, HR6 9BW – Prior notification for proposed 

agricultural building – Objected to on the grounds of size, scale and location 

of the building, dangerous access, drainage issues and unsustainability and 

not in conformity with NDP policy E14.  P200524/PA7, Lower Burton Farm, 

Lower Burton, HR6 9DJ – Prior notification for proposed agricultural storage 

building with concrete yard – Supported as in conformity with NDP policy E14. 

14. The planned parish council meeting dates can be found in the diary of the 

magazine. Extra meetings will be held if required to meet deadlines for 

response to planning applications and details can be found on the notice 

boards and website. Meetings are open to the public and a short time is 

allocated on the agenda to take questions or comments from parishioners, in 

line with the council’s standing orders. 

 
EARDISLAND W.I. REPORT 
 
At the time the last Parish Magazine was published it was not known if Eardisland 
WI was going to continue into its hundred and first year.  We also heard the news 
that after being in existence for a similar period Pembridge WI was no more and 
was suspended.  So, it was with great surprise, that following a vote by the 
members, we are continuing in 2020. 
 A new committee was elected and this year we will benefit from two 
Presidents who will share the load, our Treasurer decided to stay on, and the 
secretary role was also shared.  A new programme has been put together with 
both daytime and evening meetings and visits, plus some ideas for extracurricular 
activities planned, including a taster golf session which is in addition to those 
traditional WI events and trips. 
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 Over the coming months the WI will be hearing about the practical uses 
of Aromatherapy, charity work in Uganda, visiting the Herefordshire Archive and 
once the weather improves there are outings planned for the summer. The 
February meeting saw the miniatures produced by Sue Risdon for her fabulous 
houses and shops. 
 The full programme and minutes of meetings can be found on the 
Eardisland website and we intend to post up and coming events on Facebook.  
Meetings are held on the 2nd Monday each month, starting at 7.00 p.m. if you are 
interested in coming there is no need to join straight away but there is a guest 
fee. 

Helen Kirkham 
 

 
 
Upcoming workshops 
Friday, 3rd April  7 pm – 9 pm in the Village Hall 
Glass bowl making with Bryony Burn. 
 
Friday, 8th May  7 pm – 9 pm in the Village Hall 
Floral Art ‘ Arrangement in a tea cup’  with Sue Hamer 
 
Friday, 5th June  7 pm – 9 pm starting in the Village Hall 
Phone photography with Jay Watson 
 
Friday, 4th December 7 pm – 9 pm starting in the Village Hall 
Christmas Swag making with Sue Hamer 
 
The cost of these events will be £3 to include all materials. I’ll bring tea and 
coffee, but feel free to bring your own drinks and snacks too. Please let me know 
if you would like to attend. 

Thanks, 
Jo South 

jo.evhmc@yahoo.com 

The Eardisland Village Show committee is 
organising a number of craft workshops over the 
year, subsidised by money raised at the show. 
 
The needle-felting workshop in February was 
well attended with a lot of people being 
delighted with their avian creations! 

mailto:jo.evhmc@yahoo.com
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INVITATION FROM A LOCAL ARTIST 
 

Mavis Tantrum invites you to view her work at 
the Tourist Information Centre in Corn Square, 
Leominster for the whole of March. Her work 
includes various subjects - trees, birds, land 
and seascapes, flora and fauna and includes 
various media - watercolour, acrylics and 
collage with mixed media. 

Your support will be very encouraging. 
 

Mavis Tantrum 
Kingfisher House 
 01544 387972 

 
EARDISLAND VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
 
Yes, the hall flooded again! The 
Parish Council, as owners of the 
building, organised a quick and 
efficient clean-up for which we are 
grateful. However, the flooding did 
delay the installation of the new 
heating system, but it has now gone 
ahead. I am pleased to report that 
from Friday 6th March Eardisland 
Village Hall has a modern heating 
system and, once the next stage of 
the refurbishment is complete, 
appropriate insulation will mean the 
hall is warmer and heating costs will 
fall dramatically. That is the plan 
anyway! 
 Last year the Soup and Pud 
lunch was very popular. We are 
intending to hold the next one 
towards the end of April; look out 
for information in all the usual 
places. This year it will be slightly 
different in that we intend using the 
money raised to support equipment 

for the Flood Resiliance Group so 
please all support the lunch. 
 Like every other village 
group, we need support too. The 
costs of running the village hall are 
not covered by our income from 
lettings. We fall short by about 
£2000 every year; this deficit needs 
to be supplemented by fundraising 
and this in turn falls on the 
shoulders of the few. Anyone who 
can provide a few hours to help 
with events or admin will be 
received with open arms. We have 
several sub-groups for which 
committee membership is not 
required, they tend to work on an 
“as and when” basis so the 
commitment is not huge. 

 
Carole Millin, for EVHMC 

carole.evhmc@yahoo.com  
 

 

mailto:carole.evhmc@yahoo.com
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TREE WARDEN NEWS 
 
Jon Stokes’ Talk - see opposite page:  This will now take place at Burton Court.  
Edward and Helen Simpson very kindly stepped in and allowed us to use their 
venue when we were not sure about whether the Village Hall would be back in 
operation in time.  While it is a shame not to be able to support the VH, Burton 
Court is a wonderful alternative.  It is hoped that the bar opening at 6pm will 
encourage the audience to arrive early to meet friends, browse the literature and 
possibly choose trees or shrubs to take home with them. Entrance is free but 
small donations will be gratefully received to cover the cost of the venue and of 
printing. 

Jon is a director of The Tree Council (Director of Tree Science and 
Research) and is in great demand as a speaker.  You may have heard him on 
Radio 4 recently.  I have been to a couple of his illustrated talks and found them 
extremely interesting and informative. 

There will be a number of native trees/shrubs available on the night.  
These will be bare-root whips of 50-100cm.  This size gets established more 
quickly than larger whips or saplings and soon catches them up.  They will each 
be supplied with a cane and spiral to protect against rabbits.  These bare-root 
whips can be healed in until you are ready to plant out which should be by the 
end of April or before the buds burst. 

There will also be some potted-up whips available.  These can be 
planted out at any time of year and are probably best kept for a few months to 
allow a good root-ball to develop. 

All will be free but again a small donation would be appreciated:  say £1- 
£2 for each bare root whip +cane + spiral; and £2- £3 for each potted whip + cane 
+ spiral. 

Ideally everyone will take something home - some of the shrubs will be 
suitable for a small garden (see “favourites” below). 
If anyone would like a large number of whips, rather than taking them on the 
night, please let me know and I will collect some from the nursery and deliver 
them to you within a few days or whenever you are ready. 
The tree nursery I use is Bucknell Nurseries near Leintwardine.  They don’t have a 
website but there will be a few copies of their brochure available at the talk and I 
can send you an electronic copy now if you email me at 
dpalmer5k@hotmail.com.  The provenance of their trees is generally local with 
the majority of their stock grown themselves or locally.  If you wish to buy trees 
direct, they prefer that you order a few days in advance of collection rather than 
just turning up, and ideally order in multiples of 25 of each species though they 
can do smaller numbers. 

Prices are roughly 60p per whip, with hawthorn and blackthorn cheaper 
and some species more expensive. 

mailto:dpalmer5k@hotmail.com
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Planting advice.  Try to avoid the roots drying especially if it is windy when 
planting.  Keep the whips in a plastic sack and dip or soak the roots in water just 
before planting especially if they have become at all dry.  There is no need to dig 
a big hole or to add compost or even to water.  A simple slit will suffice though if 
the roots are more extensive pit planting is recommended.  In both cases just 
firm the original soil back to make good contact with the roots.  After planting it 
should not be necessary to water bare-root whips unless it is very dry (though 
potted trees will need watering in their first season).  Even in the drought a 
couple of summers ago we didn’t water, and we lost very few newly planted 
whips as the roots went deeper to find moisture.  Watering can encourage the 
roots to stay near the surface where they are more vulnerable to drought. 
 
Tree protection:  Spirals or tubes?  It depends what you are protecting against.  
There is plenty of advice online e.g. Woodland Trust, Tree Council, Forestry 
Commission.  Both spirals and tubes create a greenhouse effect and speed up 
growth.  The tubes are more effective but are also more expensive and require 
stakes whereas spirals only need a cane.  Both provide good protection from 
rabbits, but we find that even tubes and stakes are not protection against sheep 
as they rub against the stakes and break them.  Stronger stakes or fencing are 
needed where there are sheep. 
 
Which trees?  Tree conservation organisations recommend planting native 
broadleaf trees as these are more beneficial to our native insects, birds and other 
animals. They are also easier to grow and maintain and are often more resilient.  
Again, there is plenty of advice online on which species to choose.  If you come to 
the talk look out for the Woodland Trust’s booklet “Twigged - A guide to your 
trees through the seasons” which you can take away to help you choose.  Below 
is a list of some of my favourites, most of which I hope to have available at the 
talk to take away.  Most of these have blossom which provides pollen and nectar 
for bees and other pollinating insects, and the berries are a rich source of autumn 
food for birds.  They can be planted singly and allowed to grow to their full height 
or can be planted as shrubs and kept pruned to the required size.  
 
Favourites 
Guelder Rose and Wayfaring Tree:  both native members of the viburnum family 
with masses of blossom and berries. (Wayfaring Tree not available from Bucknell 
this year).   
Spindle – striking pink and orange berries.   
Alder Buckthorn - a favourite of the brimstone butterfly, with red and black 
berries.   
Rowan – abundant flowers and striking red berries.  
Crab Apple - beautiful sweetly scented blossom.   
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Wild Pear  
Goat Willow (pussy willow) 
 
Hedging:  All of the above can be mixed in with approximately 60% hawthorn to 
create native hedging.   Other beneficial hedging species to consider including in 
the mix:  Blackthorn - one of the earliest blossoms, useful for bees as an early 
source of food, Holly – shelters birds and hedgehogs in winter, Buckthorn, 
Dogrose, Honeysuckle.   
Full size trees:  If you only have space for one my choice would be either a Wild 
ServiceTree or a Whitebeam.  If you have lots of space:  English Oak, Sessile Oak, 
Walnut, Birch, Sweet Chestnut, Lime, Scots Pine, Field maple and many others.  
Black Poplars – for wet areas, available as truncheons or in pots at the talk. 
 
Please feel free to contact me if you would like any help or if you have a couple 
of hours spare to take part in planting any time during April. 
dpalmer5k@hotmail.com 

I hope to see you at the talk, 
Di Palmer 

 
FLOOD WARNING 
 
In the light of the recent floods, I make no apology for reprinting my article, from 
the last edition, number 177. Unfortunately, our monitoring station failed – 
because it flooded, you couldn’t make it up, could you? However, the basic 
information stands, as did the Titley station. 
 
“At the shop end of the bridge over the River Arrow, on Arrow Lawn’s grass, 
there is a small green box, connected to a gauge in the river. This is powered by a 
solar panel on top of the box. Readings of the river’s height are available by going 
to: https://flood-warning-information.service.gov.uk/station/2195.  

“The page gives a useful graph showing the river level. Perhaps of more 
value is to go down the page and look for ‘View Nearby Measuring Stations’, 
thence to ‘Titley’, this is the next upstream station. By comparing the two graphs 
you can see if a water surge is on its way to Eardisland. 
 “Of course, this information does not tell you if your property will flood, 
but it’s an excellent way of seeing what the river is doing and likely to do in the 
next few hours. 
 “If the river is running high, it may be worth seeing what the water is 
doing near your house and comparing it with the height of the river from the 
website given above.” 

Chris Bivand 
  

mailto:dpalmer5k@hotmail.com
https://flood-warning-information.service.gov.uk/station/2195


18 
 

EARDISLAND MEMORIAL WALKS  
 
As we steadily dry out and spring approaches, better underfoot conditions can be 
expected on all the Walks.  This includes part of the popular Harold Speke Walk 
where the path follows the line of the River Arrow along to the Ford - under 
spuds last year and a virtual quagmire ever since – which should be viable again 
soon thanks to the efforts of our Parish Council. 
 Standards are – for the project – important, with 13 Walks sharing 
stretches of just the few defined Rights of Way left in the Parish.  Old maps show 
a score of other footpaths, used in the past to walk to work, or to walk or ride 
back and forth between villages.  It’s significant to note that several inter-village 
routes ran east-west along higher ground, while locally, more paths created more 
options to get about in varying circumstances.  It’s realistic to assume this 
evolved primarily in response to the risk of occasional flooding, and in part the 
need to haul goods and produce to the railway stations in Kingsland and 
Pembridge.  But during the 20th Century, the advances in transportation 
technology and the building of roads big and small made many of these 
traditional paths and byways redundant.  The result of an attempt by central 
government in 1949 to register which paths and byways should thereafter be 
defined on maps was deemed unsatisfactory; a similar plan drawn up in 2000 has 
reinvigorated the process and, subject to overcoming challenges, 2026 will 
become the current target deadline. 
 What of course nobody took into account in 1949 was that more 
tarmac, houses, concrete, and later more – much more – air pollution could lead 
to much greater flood risks and significantly more flood events.  Those long-gone 
options to get about the parish on foot, or in and out of it above the flood line, 
would have come in handy today.  Gradually and inexorably, this fact is generally 
becoming recognised and beginning to feature in ‘Connectivity’ strategies now 
plugging in at local government levels, including Herefordshire Council’s and our 
very own NDP, Policy E12.  
 What has this to do with Eardisland Memorial Walks? Here’s a thing: 
come 2039 and the likely concentration of Remembrance upon the Second World 
War, those now in their younger years - but likely to have more spare time by the 
WW2 centennial - could create several Memorial Walks on reclaimed and 
floodless Rights of Way, dedicated to those few men from the Royal Navy, Army 
and Royal Airforce who gave their lives for their country, and by extension those 
here in our village today - and those in years to come - in our village. 
 Drop by St Mary’s Church.  Read and be inspired by their formidable 
stories shown on the mounted display.  

Hugh Vernon 
www.eardislandmemorialwalks.org.uk  

 

http://www.eardislandmemorialwalks.org.uk/
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SPONSOR A LILY 2020 
 
Lent is upon us and once again Eardisland Church Flower Guild invite you to help 
sponsor the lilies at St Mary’s Church this Easter. The sponsorship could be to 
give thanks for a special occasion or to remember a loved one. A gift of £5 is 
suggested for each lily but lesser, or greater sums would be equally welcome.  

And, with your usual generous support, we hope to have a wonderful 
display of flowers in our church on Easter Day. To enable us to order lilies for 
everyone to be remembered we would be really grateful if you would return your 
sponsor form with donation as soon as you can. 

Names of all the people or events being remembered will be posted in 
the church and any monies remaining after the purchase of the lilies will be used 
by the Flower Guild to help buy flowers to decorate the church throughout the 
rest of the year. 

Sponsor forms can be found on the table at the back of the church and 
in the Community Shop. 

Thank you, 
Wendy Priday 

Eardisland Church Flower Guild 
CHURCH ELECTORAL ROLL 
 
The 2020 revision of the Church Electoral Roll will take place during March and 
April. Any person who is not already on the Roll and wishes to be included, needs 
to complete an application form. Forms will be available in the church from  
Sunday 22nd March, completed forms need to be returned to the Church By 
Sunday 12th April. 

Mike Coleburn 
 
CHURCH MATTERS 
 
Priest-in-Charge:  Rev. Julie Read, The Rectory, Kingsland. 
    07826 194400, rev.julie@hotmail.com 
    01568 708255 
 
Churchwarden   Liz Lever, 1 Arrow Barns, Eardisland 
                                                 01544 388157 leverfamily360@hotmail.com  
Sacristan                                Dian Cope, Downome, Eardisland. 
                                                 01544 388317 
Lay Co-Chair:                     Richard Kirby      01544 388810  
Treasurer:        Mike Coleburn       01544 388486 
Organist:          Annette Blyth      01544 388241 
PCC Secretary:  Avis Denny                 01568 780874 

mailto:rev.julie@hotmail.com
mailto:leverfamily360@hotmail.com
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Services at St Mary the Virgin, Eardisland and services at Kingsland 
The Lenten services commenced on February 25th and end at Easter. 
The Prayer group meets at 9am every Tuesday morning in the church. 
 

Date Time and type Which church? 

Sunday 1st March 
 
LENT 1 

9.30am Holy Communion 
9.30 am   Messy Church 

Eardisland 
Kingsland 

Sunday 8th March 
 
LENT 2 

9.30am Morning Prayer 
11 am Holy Communion 
9.30 am Open the Book 
 

Eardisland 
Kingsland 
Aymestrey 
 

Sunday 15th March 
LENT 3 

9.30am Holy Communion Eardisland 

Sunday 22nd March 
Annunciation 

9.30am Mothering Sunday Eardisland 

Sunday 29th March 
Passion Sunday 

10.30 am Taize Communion 
Service      Benefice 

All congregations 
come to Eardisland 

Saturday 4th April 
For families with 
children 0-12 years 

9.30-10.45am 
MESSY CHURCH - preparing 
for Easter 
10.45 till 12.00 Coffee  

Eardisland Village Hall 
 

Sunday 5th April 
Palm Sunday 

No service at Eardisland 
10.30am Benefice service 
Holy Communion with 
donkey 
6.30pm Olivet to Calvary 

Aymestrey with 
Leinthall Earles 
 
Kingsland 

Thursday 9th April 
Maundy Thursday 

7.30pm Benefice service Kingsland 

Friday 10th April 
Good Friday 

12.00 Noon, Walk of Witness 
starting at the Methodist 
church, ending at St Michael’s 
Kingsland  
2pm The Last Hour 
meditation 

Kingsland 
 
 
 
Eardisland 

Sunday 12th April 
Ea 
ster Day 

9.30am Holy Communion 
11 am Holy Communion 

Eardisland 
Kingsland 

Sunday 19th April No service at Eardisland 
11 am Songs of Praise 
(time may change) 

Kingsland 
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Sunday April 26th 9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

Sunday 3rd May 9.30 am Morning prayer 
followed by Annual AGM 

Eardisland 

 
FROM JULIE READ 
 

I’m sorry that the problems of this world have continued unabated recently, and 
that the speed with which the river rose into more than 20 homes in Eardisland 
in February, caused anxiety and worry for safety of people and homes. I heard 
some of those expressed at the Meeting in the Village Hall, and I hope and pray 
that the action of the team set up will provide resilience and linked up care as we 
move forward across coming months and years. Thanks to the E team, and to the 
Red Cross who came to visit, but the message is that more will need to volunteer 
to make Eardisland safer in the future.  

Plans for more happier gatherings keep us busy and there will be a 
Mothering Sunday Service on March 22nd where there will be flowers for all who 
care for us, and a time to give thanks for all who have mothered us: those with us 
still and those who are at rest. On the following Sunday (29th), there will be a 
Taize Service at 10.30am, a gentle service with music and space to think and pray 
and light candles. This appeals to more than just the regular faithfuls and it might 
be that you’d like to come and find a bit of space in the midst of the rush of life, 
you will be more than welcome. 

We have had two happy Messy Church sessions in the Autumn, and all 
those who came along enjoyed the craft activities and the story and the shared 
brunch. The next one will be Messy Easter on Saturday April 4th at 9.30am in the 
Village Hall. Do let me know if you are coming so we can make sure there is 
enough brunch for us all! My new email address is rev.julie@hotmail.com and it 
would be good if you could replace it as I’m trying to move away from my old 
email address. We will be staying on after the Messy Church in order to be able 
to offer a quick coffee to those who are litter collecting, so you could get 
involved in two good things on one day. Hope to see you there and catch up. 

The message of the Christian Faith is that Jesus was sent to join us in the 
reality of our everyday lives, to understand what we all face and through the 
events of Easter – his death and his resurrection, he offered himself for the sins 
of the whole world, and opened the way back to God through his sacrifice. It 
gives me hope that the things that trouble us in the world do not have the last 
say, but that the one who created us, knows us through and through and loves us 
in good times and in bad, longs for us to come to him with our hopes and fears. 
There is a hymn which is worth remembering “What a friend we have in Jesus, all 
our sins and griefs to bear.” May you find hope in the Easter Story this year. 

Best wishes 
Julie 

mailto:rev.julie@hotmail.com
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EARDISLAND IN BLOOM 
 
By the time you read these notes the E Team, barring bad weather, should be 
back in the old routine of meeting each Thursday morning around 10am for a few 
hours gardening around the village. As ever there is lots to do and a busy year 
looks likely.  
Regrettably we are likely to lose two of our number this year to house moves, so 
we need new blood urgently. It’s been a good couple of years since a volunteer 
last joined us and we’d really appreciate one or two new faces to help us out.  
A reminder of what we have coming up in the next few months: 
 
Saturday 4th April – Parish Litter Pick 
Not the most glamorous event, but sadly an essential one. Last year we had a 
near record turnout of around 30, including mums, dads and plenty of 
youngsters, which was great to see. Can we achieve even higher numbers this 
year and keep our parish looking tidy? All the equipment will be provided, 
including grabbers, gloves, reflective jackets and black sacks. Please come along 
even if you can only manage 30 minutes. Meet at the Shop 10.00am sharp 
 
Thursday 16th April @ 7pm – Gardeners’ Question Time, in the Village Hall 
Do you have a gardening problem you don’t know how to solve? Then take 
advantage of a FREE night out and let local gardening experts provide you with all 
the answers!  
We have three experts who have kindly agreed to be our panellists: Simon 
Thomas of Lyonshall Nurseries, David Gray, the estate manager at Newport 
House and our own Anna Lewis who manages the Bishop’s Garden in Hereford.  
Light refreshments will be available, and it promises to be an informative 
evening. This event is fully sponsored by Eardisland in Bloom as a Thank You to 
parishioners for all the support you give us throughout the year.  
GET THERE EARLY TO GUARANTEE A SEAT! 
Please note, should contractor work result in the village hall not being available, 
this event will be transferred to the church. 
 
Saturday 2nd May, 10am to 12.30pm – Plant Sale in the village hall 
This popular annual event returns giving you the opportunity to buy great quality 
plants at reasonable prices. Donations are very welcome. 
 
Saturday 10th October – Craft & Produce Fair. 
One thing we have learnt since starting this popular show is that October is WET! 
Although we were lucky with the weather in 2019, we had tremendous difficulty 
dismantling all three marquees as they were soaking wet. Consequently, we have 
had to re-think our plans and have decided to erect just the shop marquee this 
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year, whilst inviting potential stallholders to bring along their own gazebos or 
small marquees, which can either be for sole or shared use. We do realise this 
will result in increased demand for limited space and are planning accordingly.  
If you wish to book, and live in the Eardisland parish, then you can apply for a 
space from Monday 16th March, giving you the first opportunity. A booking form 
will be available on the parish website, or by email @ 
eardislandcfair@btinternet.com or by phone on 07767 781073. 

Those who were unsuccessful in securing a place in 2019, and there 
were around 20, will be invited to apply from Friday 20th March. General 
bookings will start from 0900 on Friday 27th March. 

It is expected this will be fully booked by early April, so do not delay if 
you are interested. 
 

Phil Milchard    Chris Watson 
 
 
 

Gardeners Question Time! 
Thursday 16th April 

7.00 – 9.00 pm 
Eardisland Village Hall 

Admission FREE! 
Featuring a panel of experts 

 light refreshments available 

Sponsored by Eardisland In Bloom 
 

 
 

 

mailto:eardislandcfair@btinternet.com
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EARDISLAND BOWLING CLUB 2020 
 
The Game is On! 
 
We will be opening on Saturday 18th April at 2pm and this is the ideal time to 
come and see the club and meet members if you would like to join.  Club 
evenings are held on Tuesdays 6pm and again, anyone thinking of taking up this 
enjoyable and friendly game would be welcome to come along and see what it’s 
all about.  Flat soled shoes are the only requirement when starting to play. 
Membership is open to both beginners and experienced players.   
Eardisland Bowling Club:  flat green bowling with 4 rinks, a club house and 
approximately 38 members and is situated adjacent to the recreation ground.  
Parking is available outside the village hall and the entrance to the club is a short 
walk up the lane just past the village hall.    
Bowling is a lovely game for all ages, male and female, so if you are interested in 
joining us please email fitcats@btinternet.com or pop in and see us . 

 
Barbara Kay (Secretary) 01544 388697 

THE MYSTERY OF THE BUTTS 
 
I wrote in the last parish magazine (176) an article explaining that there is a large 
field marked on the 1842 Tithe map as ‘Butts’. I noted that there are a number of 
different meanings of Butts, although the one thought to be most likely was 
referring to an area devoted to archery practice. It is the word often used for the 
earth work mound on which targets are mounted on a rifle (or archery) range 
with the object of stopping the flight of bullets or arrows beyond the range.  
Although many towns have areas called ‘The Butts’, they may not necessarily 
take their name from archery. 
     Following the publication of my article I was contacted by Barry Freeman who 
informed me that there is a road in Worcester known as ‘The Butts’ and he 
wondered what the derivation might be in this case. As a result, I contacted 
Robin Whittaker of Worcester History Society. He informed me that the Butts in 
Worcester has almost always been linked with archery butts, the theory being it 
was the area just outside the City walls where the citizens practised archery. 
However, there are alterative theories. He told me that Dr Pat Hughes thinks it is 
a corruption of 'pits' - an early 15th-century rental refers to this area as 'the 
gravel puttes' (modern 'gravel pits'), and she surmises 'puttes' might have been 
corrupted to 'butts'. Dr David Whitehead, a well-known Herefordshire historian 
has suggested it derives from the Middle English 'butte' meaning an irregularly 
shaped end piece of land. This is associated with medieval field systems, 
although Terry Wardle in his 'Historic Worcester Streets' considers this unlikely 
and prefers the traditional derivation from archery butts. Mr Whitaker concluded 

mailto:fitcats@btinternet.com
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that “without further detailed investigation it may be impossible to decide, but 
the 1408 'gravel puttes' name is probably our earliest known form of possible 
derivation”. 
     In my article I raised the question of why it was that if the derivation came 
from a field being made up of ‘bits and pieces’ with irregular shapes which made 
it difficult for a farmer to make good use of the whole field, there were not more 
fields given the name. There are many examples of such fields marked on the 
Tithe map. I assumed that there was only one field known as Butts in Eardisland 
parish. However, George Alderson has pointed out that his research has 
uncovered two other references to Butts in the parish. These are:  

(i) BUTT Close, found in a  bequest by William Whittington 24th 

December 1607 to Francis Parlor.  

(ii) BUT(T) Furlong: in Shurfield: referred to in law proceedings c. 1607 

(described as being  about 17acres) 

Interestingly, an examination of the Tithe map for Pembridge suggests that there 
was only one small field known as Butts in that parish in 1842. Further research 
would be required to see if it had an association with archery.  
     In the course of my conversation with Barry, he further raised questions about 
the distance that archers might be expected to shoot their arrows with accuracy. 
I put the question to Graham Simpson, himself an accomplished archer who has 
represented Scotland in many competitions. Graham confirmed that shooting 12-
15 arrows a minute was quite possible when shooting high and not having to aim. 
A good long bow could certainly reach 300 yards; 400 would be possible for those 
armed with heavier draw weight bows. Direct accuracy was less important than 
masses of arrows descending on the enemy (and their horses at times). At 200 
yards accuracy would be highly unlikely if the target was a single member of the 
enemy (or his horse!) Specially made very slim sharp-pointed arrows could pierce 
at distance, and heavier pointed arrow weights could do the same at close range. 
He noted that there are some tall tales about this, including one where a 
horseman was pinned to the horse by an arrow through both legs and the horse! 
     The importance of such skills is evidenced by a report in ‘The Town & Borough 
of Leominster’: by Rev G Townsend (p305). He refers to the erection of two Butts 
in Leominster, and legal requirements to enforce the inhabitants to practise at 
them. He notes that “it was found in 1563 that a servant of Humphrey Crowthers, 
a son of Edward Baker, and an apprentice of Rowland Towsey, lacked bows and 
arrows according to the Statute. Furthermore, in 1571 the Buttes in Darke lane 
were found to be in ruinous state”. It was commanded to the Inhabitants of the 
Middle Marsh ward that “they should repair the said Buttes before the feast of St. 
John the Baptist next..” It was also found that the Buttes in the Nether Marsh 
Road were also in a dilapidated state and they, too, needed repair by the local 
inhabitants. They were instructed “to make two pairs of Buttes according to 
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statute, one pair in Etnam Street and the other in Marsh Road to be done by the 
next Ascension Day..”  Even in 1635 the Inhabitants of the Borough of Leominster 
were found to have incurred a penalty for “not using the art of shooting in long 
bows, according to the Statute.” It was ordered that “they and every one of them, 
according to the tenor of the law, shall use and exercise the said art of shooting in 
long bows as the laws of this realm is declared, upon  pain and penalty..” 
     It would seem likely therefore that the skills had to be practised even in the 
early 17th century under legal requirement. Just as towns and villages (and cities, 
like Worcester) were monitored to ensure the Butts were in good order, and well 
used, Parishes must have been under similar jurisdiction to have places for this 
purpose. The field named Butts, situated (in 1842) in the township of Lower 
Hardwick, if once given to archery practice, has good road and lane access 
(although some distance from the centre of Eardisland village). It is possibly the 
largest field in Lower Hardwick. It abutts two fields with ‘Old’  in their names (Old 
Croft and Old Lands, suggesting fields of long standing use prior to 1842). Also, it 
is one of two large fields given to Pasture at that time. So it had many 
possibilities for being a venue for archers in which to practice their skills. 
     This investigation of the unusual field name Butts arose from a wider interest 
in parish field names as recorded on old maps. There are a number currently 
under examination which include: Seven Swords; Seven Handles; Baptist field; 
Bloody Croft Orchard; Doctors Hopyard; Old Workhouse; Bodbury fields; Golden 
Law, Golden Valley and Bottlers Plock. It would be interesting to know how many 
of these old names have survived among modern farmers when referring to their 
fields. 

Paul Selfe 
A RAMBLE THROUGH TIME IN THE PARISH OF EARDISLAND 

 
 At the end of our last Ramble we found ourselves near the church tower 
but in Spring 1920, not 2020 as we had planned. 
 We were mingling with a congregation who had just left the church after 
a special service. A brief conversation with one of the parishioners established 
that the service had been conducted by a former Vicar, Reverend F.W.Worsey 
and that we were heading north up the footpath towards the newly erected War 
Memorial. We soon left the churchyard through a gate in the wall and then 
walked through the Court House orchard until we reached the road opposite the 
Dovecote. That at least was familiar although its frontage to the road and the 
road itself were different in points of detail. The building next to Arrow Lawn also 
looked different. The dovecote was not in good condition: 
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Circa 1924 

 
 At the War Memorial a ceremony of Dedication took place. This was 
conducted by the incumbent Vicar, Reverend P.A.H. Birley. 
 Before anybody had time to notice our unusual attire we gently 
returned to our own time. 
 We felt privileged to have witnessed what we had become part of, and 
for a short time to have joined the parishioners of 1920. 
 
 Now back in 2020 we discussed the future of our Rambles. I was aware 
of several different opinions, although nobody was prepared to take a lead and 
suggest a policy. In effect we disbanded; but I knew that I was not the only one 
who would continue the write about the past of the Parish and I hoped that 
others would want to become involved. 
 For myself I decided to return to heading my future contributions SOME 
HISTORY OF EARDISLAND to allow complete freedom to write about whatever 
seemed appropriate at the time I picked up my pen. I would be open to, indeed 
would welcome, any suggestions. AND SO……. 
 
1950 
 In the early 1950s most of the tombstones were cleared from the south 
side of the churchyard. Before then burials took place very close to the Porch of 
the church: 
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 Relatives and descendants of those deceased parishioners would be 
horrified to return and find a motor vehicle, or even an electric one, parked on 
top of their graves. 
 
Parish Register-1614 
 The first entry in the Parish Register is dated 28th March 1614. It records 
the burial of Richard Sheppard. I have a further thirteen other references to this 
family name but there is no certainty that they were all related. Two of the 
references date to before 1614, the others all after. The earliest of these is to an 
Owen Sheppard in 1606 as mentioned in the extract which follows. It is from a 
schedule of deeds and documents relevant to the Manor of Eardisland held in the 
Archive at Longleat House:   Herefordshire   Mixed Estates   17 June 1606 Deed of 
sale.  Manors of Eardisland and Pembridge. John Vaughan and Rowland Meyrick, 
at the request of Robert Devereux, 3rd Earl of Essex, to Owen Sheppard and 
William Wingfield. But do not be misled by the wording. This was the first stage 
of a lease not an outright grant or sale. The document which finalised it was 
dated 22nd April 1607. 
 My next reference to the family name Sheppard does not arise until 
1632 when it is much more likely to be about a local family. This I may perhaps 
be able to verify when further work on the Parish register is completed. 
 In the meantime, please address any queries to me by email. 

George Alderson 
gwawestwayes@btinternet.com  

mailto:gwawestwayes@btinternet.com
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WHO WAS PHYLLIS BARNES? ANOTHER MYSTERY RESOLVED 
 
      Several years ago, I received a phone call from an art historian asking 
whether I knew anything about Phyllis Barnes who once lived in Eardisland. The 
caller also asked if there was any local information about the life of an eminent 
artist named Clifford Webb who had spent much time in the parish in the 1960s, 
a friend of Miss Barnes. I regret I knew nothing about either. I was informed that 
Webb was born in 1894 and died in 1972; he became an important artist in the 
field of wood engraving and book illustration between the 1930s and 1960s. He 
had enlisted as a private soldier in 1914, served with distinction at Mons and 
Gallipoli and in Mesopotamia, was wounded four times, mentioned in dispatches 
and subsequently served as a Captain in the Indian Army.  A book was being 
prepared by Simon Brett, the phone caller, himself a wood engraver and a former 
pupil of Clifford Webb’s. I subsequently discovered that in 2013 a retrospective 
exhibition of Brett’s work entitled, ‘An Engraver’s Progress – 50 years of Wood 
Engraving’, was seen at galleries in London, Oxford and Bath. There was also a 
publication devoted to his works printed from the original blocks.  So, he was 
ideally placed as Webb’s biographer. 
     It transpired that in his investigations into the life of Clifford Webb, Simon 
Brett found an Eardisland connection. It seems that Webb frequently visited the 
village to meet Phyllis Barnes and she had lived in Lyme Cottage, in Lyme Lane. 
Brett was intrigued by this connection since Webb was highly esteemed in the art 
world. The British Council once said of him, “He was prominent amongst the 
group of artists who brought about a revival of wood engraving in the 1920s. His 
achievements as an engraver were the complete reinvention of the theme in 
terms of the engraver's repertoire. At his best, he treads the divide between pure 
abstraction and a full-bloodied response to nature with sinuous skill”. 
    In the course of his career he illustrated 8 books for the celebrated Golden 
Cockerel Press, which was once owned by Christopher Sandford, father of 
playwright (‘Cathy Come Home’) Jeremy Sandford of Eye, near Leominster. He 
most famously illustrated the first editions of Arthur Ransom’s ‘Swallows and 
Amazons’ and ‘Swallowdale’. In the 1920s and 30s he exhibited with the Artists 
Craftsmen's Group and the Modern Group in London and Birmingham alongside 
other outstanding artists who included Eric Gill, Mark Gertler, Paul Nash, Eric 
Ravilious, Duncan Grant and Vanessa Bell.  
    I undertook some brief investigations and found that a few older and 
longstanding members of the village did recall Phyllis Barnes from the early 
1960s. She was described as something of a recluse, an amateur artist, painting 
in a studio in the garden. She is thought to have once been a social worker or 
nurse, perhaps in Liverpool and met Webb during the second war when he was in 
charge of petrol distribution in the north of the country. She had retired when 
she came to Eardisland by which time she had suffered a serious illness. The 
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operation she underwent had left her with a deadened left arm and hand, which 
she could no longer use. However, Miss Barnes continued to drive, despite this 
handicap, making gear changing especially hazardous. Consequently, she was 
well known in the village for her reckless driving –which also entailed much 
screeching of brakes and smell of burning tyres. “You always knew when Miss 
Barnes was about” someone said. In addition, it was recalled that she usually had 
two large, poorly secured, dogs in her car which caused it to rock dangerously as 
she drove.  It is thought she spent her final years in a Care Home locally, perhaps 
in Kingsland. 
     The rather mysterious circumstances surrounding the couple who largely kept 
a low profile in the village is heightened somewhat by the fact that Clifford and 
Phyllis died within a few years of each other. It is perhaps a little bizarre to find 
that there is in Eardisland churchyard a small stone marking his burial place; close 
by is another, commemorating his wife, Ella, and next to that, one marking the 
resting place of Phyllis Barnes. The story which unfolded about them is 
fascinating.  I am grateful to Chris Watson and Elaine Harper of Lyme Cottage for 
providing a view of a woodcut by Webb (please see page 31). It would be 
interesting to know if anyone else has examples of the work of either artist 
hanging on their walls. I am also grateful to Dominic Harbour, himself with 
Eardisland connections,  who is keen to know about the existence of any of their 
work locally, for alerting me to the fact that the book being prepared all those 
years ago by Simon Brett, has now been published. It is entitled, ‘The Life and 
Work of Clifford Webb’. (Little Toller Books). £20. 

Paul Selfe 
EARDISLAND WEATHER REPORT 
 
The weather for Eardisland in January brought more wind and rain, but no snow. 
Total rainfall was 86mm (3.38 inches) with storm Brendan on the 14th and 15th 
bringing 27mm (1.063 inches) of rain and strong winds. Temperatures ranged 
from 6 to 11 degrees C, with barometer pressures from 29.2 to 30.3. The river 
rose from 14 to 60 inches. 
 The weather in February did not improve, with storm Ciara on the 8th 
bringing 25mm (1 inch) of rain, storm Dennis on the 15th bringing 55 mm of rain 
(3.15 inches) and storm Jorge on the 28th bringing 24mm (0.945 inches). With all 
of the rain, the river rose from 14 inches to 64 inches during the month, with a 
total rainfall of 150 mm (5.91 inches). Barometer pressures ranged from 29.1 to 
30.3 and temperatures ranged from 7 to 12 degrees C, and still no snow was 
recorded. 

The equivalent rainfall for January 2019 was 36 mm (1.41 inches) and 
February, 44 mm (1.73 inches). A vast difference this year. 
 

Doug Tantrum reporting from Kingfisher House 
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Wood engraving by Clifford Webb. Photo from Chris Watson, with thanks. 
.     
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 THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 
 

'They shall not grow old as we that are left grow old. 
Age shall not weary them nor the years condemn, 
At the going down of the sun and in the morning 

we will remember them' 
 
On Tuesday 10th March, John Scott takes us back to 1918 and the formation of 
the RAF as a separate branch of UK Forces, much to the displeasure of Army and 
Royal Navy top brass.   John will describe how inter service rivalry nearly doomed 
the fledgling RAF after its formation on 1 April 1918 during its 
first ten years as the Army and RN tried to take back control of elements of the 
service.   
 The last of our Spring meetings is on Tuesday 21st April.  Dave Seeney is 
back to talk to us again about the 1916 Easter Uprising in Dublin.  On this 
occasion he will focus on the remarkable women, from both sides who played 
important and prominent roles in the conflict. 
 Both meetings take place at The Crown Inn in Dilwyn, as does the 
Annual Draw on Wednesday 1st April.  We recommend you arrive a few minutes 
before 7.30pm to get your order in and find a seat.  Meetings end at 9.00pm.   
Everyone is welcome.  You don't have to be a member, nor is it obligatory for you 
to join.  There is no charge for visitors. 
 This year marks the 75th anniversary of the end of WWII.   VE Day on 
Friday 8th May (which for this year has been made a Bank Holiday in place of the 
1st Monday in May) and VJ Day on Saturday 15th August.   For remembrance in 
November, Headquarters have chosen the theme "coming home". 
 Annual Draw.  All are welcome. Come along and support this enjoyable 
social evening, the proceeds from which provide funds for gifts given to Branch 
widows and widowers at Christmas, wreaths for Remembrance and for the few 
expenses incurred managing the branch.  All the prizes are generously donated 
(there were 60 last year, a record).  It is the generosity in purchasing tickets that 

gives us the proceeds from the draw, allowing us to function as we do.     

 
David Fowler 

Secretary RBL Dilwyn 
01981 541058 
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CONTACTS 
 
Editorial:   CHRIS BIVAND 

Arrow Bank, Eardisland, Leominster, HR6 9BT 
      01544 – 388375 
    Email:  chrisbivand@gmail.com   
 
Advertising:   PATRICIA GILL 

 01544 – 388757 
Email: parishads@btinternet.com  

 
Distribution Manager:  BARRY FREEMAN 
       01544 - 388226 
 
Website:   BEN WOODCOCK 
    ben@eardisland.org.uk  
 
This edition of the Eardisland Parish Magazine was printed by: 

Leominster Community Resource Centre 
© Published and copyright: Eardisland Parish Council 2020 

 
Views expressed are those of individual contributors and not necessarily those of 
Eardisland Parish Council. The Eardisland Parish Magazine is published by 
Eardisland Parish Council without inserts. The Eardisland Parish Magazine is 
posted online in pdf format on the village website: www.eardisland.org.uk. 
Eardisland Parish Council has appointed Cllr. ELAINE HARPER as the member 
responsible for the Magazine. Elaine may be contacted on  01544 388274. 
 
Under the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) individuals must give 
positive consent for their personal data to be held and published. Both the parish 
council and the community website have a responsibility to comply with the 
GDPR. Therefore, by actively submitting an article for publication in the parish 
magazine, you are giving positive ongoing consent for your data to be held and 
published in the magazine in paper and online format. Please contact the 
magazine editor if this is not acceptable to you. 
 

 
Copy date for the next edition of the Eardisland Parish Magazine: 

 

FRIDAY 1st MAY 2020 
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