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Eardisland Community Shop provides an invaluable service in these difficult times. Thanks to all the
volunteers that make this possible.
January 2021. Photo: Chris Bivand
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EDITORIAL
I wish you a rather belated Happy New Year. Sadly, this edition records the
deaths of four parishioners and former local residents. Our condolences go to the
families and friends of the deceased. Obituaries are on page 4 onwards.
Given that we all hear much about Covid, I don’t intend to say much
about it, other than to urge you to follow the rules as they are at the time. Things
change so rapidly that whatever I print will be out of date by the time you read
this. One thing that did upset me greatly, though, was a TV news clip showing a
distressed hospital doctor coming off a fifteen-hour shift to be greeted by a mob
chanting ‘Covid is a hoax’. Where do these disgraceful people come from? How
can they be so deluded? The best advice I heard was ‘assume anyone you meet
has the virus’. Of course, we are relatively lucky in living in an outstandingly
beautiful part of the country with a relatively low, but increasing, rate of
infection, and in a caring community. We can be optimistic in that the vaccine is
being rolled out locally, and rates of injections should escalate substantially in the
coming weeks.
In the light of all this, planning anything is virtually impossible, which is a
gentle warning that I cannot say for sure when the next magazine will appear. I
am very grateful to all those who have made this edition possible. Contributors
can write at home, but the printer and deliverers have had to brave the rather
chilly elements to fulfil their vital functions. So, thanks.
I am pleased to include Councillor Roger Phillips’ report in this edition,
and I hope to continue this representation in future editions. Over many years,
Roger has proved to be a hard-working and effective politician and a friend to the
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parish. I note his somewhat wry comment about the Lawton Cross
‘improvement’. I don’t know whether it is just me, but it seems oddly confusing. I
hope I’m wrong after all this time, money and campaigning.
Leaving the best bit until last, I was delighted to hear that Hugh Vernon
had received the honour of BEM (British Empire Medal) in the New Year Honours
list. Hugh has worked in the community for a long time and the Memorial Walks
initiative is a fine achievement. Hugh has written a bit about them on page 18.
I hope to produce the March edition of this magazine on schedule, but,
as mentioned before, only time will tell. In the meantime, take care.
Chris Bivand
EARDISLAND PARISH DIARY 2021
Thursday 11th February
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Magazine Copy Date
Parish Council Meeting
Litter Pick, page 17*
Parish Council Meeting
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Magazine Copy Date
Parish Council Meeting
Parish Council Meeting (if required)
Magazine Copy Date
Parish Council Meeting
Parish Council Meeting
Parish Council Meeting
Magazine Copy Date
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•

Due to Covid restrictions, none of the dates above can be certain.
Change is likely. Parish Council meetings are currently held over the
internet using ‘Zoom’. Details from the Parish Clerk if you wish to
participate.

•

Please note that the magazine distribution date is usually a fortnight
after the copy date. This is likely to be variable because of the pandemic.

*Please check www.eardisland.org.uk to see if this going ahead
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GEORGE WILLIAM ANGUS ROXBY ALDERSON
28TH AUGUST 1942 – 6TH SEPTEMBER 2020
George William Angus Roxby Alderson was
born in Greenock, Scotland on 28th August
1942.
Prep school at Brambletye, in West
Sussex, was followed by school at St. Peter’s,
York, a time of George’s life on which he
always looked back with great affection and
remarkable levels of detail . . . often at very
considerable length!
As well as developing into a highly
competent sportsman at St. Peter’s (rugby,
cricket and squash in particular), one of
George’s most cherished achievements during
this time was his membership of the York
Minster choir, which culminated in him
subsequently ushering at the wedding of the Duke of Kent in 1961, the first Royal
Wedding to be held at York Minster since Edward III was married there in 1328.
That appealed greatly to George who, as we all know, had a profound interest in
history.
After school, George joined Martins Bank, later to become Barclays,
which he served continuously from leaving school until his retirement in 1992.
Over the years, George worked his way up the ladder to achieve various branch
manager positions on the Dorset and Hampshire coasts before finishing up with a
regional manager position based out of Portsmouth.
Outside of the bank, his family and his various in-depth studies of
history, George’s other undisputed passion was squash, a sport at which he
excelled right up until his retirement from the competitive game well into his
forties. In his younger years he was winning club tournaments nationwide,
leaving many a host club professional on his back wondering what on earth just
happened as George picked up trophy after trophy and became known on the
national circuit of the time.
One of James’ enduring memories from early childhood was staying
awake at night waiting for the sound of George’s car to signal his return from an
evening match so he could ask him whether he had won. Almost invariably the
answer would be yes, and he would go to sleep happy.
Happiness was a theme of family life and that is George’s greatest
achievement and most treasured legacy. George married Elizabeth Ann Stead in
1970, and Anna and James arrived fairly shortly thereafter. The children could
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have gone on for hours about their family life growing up, and beyond. Suffice to
say here that George and his beloved Liz were the best and most loving parents
any child could ever hope for, and Anna and James will be forever grateful for
that.
Liz loved to tell the story of when she first met George. Legend has it
that he turned up in his red MG which contained nothing but George (then a
handsome young man in his mid-twenties), a suit, his squash gear and a tiny
brown suitcase that Liz suspected, correctly, he had probably had since prep
school. Liz was thinking, “gosh, this chap has it all”. It was only, the story goes,
sometime later, that Liz realised that in fact she was absolutely right – the MG
and its contents was actually all George had, anywhere, at all – and by that stage
she had fallen for him and it was far too late for her to do anything about it!
The final chapter of George’s long and full life is the period that started
when George and Liz moved to this village of Eardisland in 1996. We all have our
own memories of George and our interactions with him and that is how he would
have wanted it. Anna and James received many so very kind and generous
tributes, written and spoken, from George’s friends and colleagues from his
various activities in the village and county that it was impossible to acknowledge
them all individually, although they would particularly like to acknowledge his
dear friends and colleagues from the Eardisland History & Heritage Group and
the Herefordshire Archive Service, both of which organisations George was
closely involved with for over two decades and from which he derived great
enjoyment and fulfilment. He was justly, but always modestly, proud of his
contributions.
Mention should also be made of Sunday lunchtimes at the White Swan
and of course George’s visits to the Cross as well. He greatly enjoyed these
outings and cherished the sense of camaraderie and community they conferred many of his friends and acquaintances expressed how much he will be missed in
these settings. Stories of roast potatoes, gravy issues and knighthoods are
probably best recounted where they originated, but they certainly appealed to
what could sometimes be his endearingly mischievous sense of humour.
So, it is farewell to George; a man blessed with a loving and supportive
family.
I am grateful to James Alderson for sending his eulogy, spoken at George’s
funeral. The original has been edited. Picture: George and Liz Alderson.
Ed.
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GEORGE ALDERSON: AN APPRECIATION
Many tributes to George Alderson were
received from colleagues associated with
the Eardisland History & Heritage Group.
Our first meeting was when he came
along to see the work of the
Archaeological Project Group at Burton
Court in 1999. He was the first to admit
that he was not keen on the digging
involved, but he did duly become the
‘expert sieving’ member of the team and
uncovered many sherds of Norman pottery which would otherwise have gone
undetected! When it came to writing up the reports, he was in his element and
insisted that every statement we made must have some reference to
documentation which he was often able to uncover in the Hereford Archive
Record Centre (HARC). He used the historical research data to show the links
between the places in which archaeological finds had been made and the story of
Eardisland’s long history.
We met each week in Burton Court for 20 years and enjoyed his company, his
expertise, and his good humour. None of the other members of the group had his
detailed analytical research skills, but nonetheless, we managed to get along well
such that we produced a great deal of important information about our parish. It
was a privilege to have worked with him over these years and naturally we all
feel a great loss.
We received several comments from other colleagues who knew George from
his research in HARC and other areas of interest. Duncan James, the expert on
timber framed buildings told us how he appreciated the dedicated way he
undertook his investigations and the interesting discussion they had about his
home in Church Lane. Andrew Stirling Brown, another local historian in Dilwyn
also said how much he had enjoyed his exchange of information and subsequent
discussions with him on many matters of local history. Rhys Griffiths from HARC
said he had informed his colleagues who recalled how devoted he was to local
history and Eardisland’s in particular. One commented that he had been
producing documents for George for something like 20 years. He was such a
regular feature in the search room that he was virtually one of the staff and was
always kindness and courtesy personified. Rhys commented that George had a
wry sense of humour which was always evident, occasionally in a very discreet
glance when a fellow researcher failed to mirror his exemplary methods of
analysis. Edward Simpson said how grateful he and his mother Helen were for his
work on the history of Burton Court which revealed many important and hitherto
unknown aspects of the house. An unexpected response was from John and Jan
6

Woodward who live in Kent but who have a long-standing association with
Eardisland. John spent his early years living in the White Swan during the war
when his father was training to fly in Shobdon. They return on a regular basis and
John recalled the occasions when he had met up with George and enjoyed a
convivial pint with him. John Woodward’s mother became an accomplished
published poet whilst living in Eardisland and he kindly sent one of her poems by
way of tribute.
The day is ending
This life, though but a lovely day is ending
The sun has set above the highest hill
I know not yet what way I may be wending
But I will close my book for good or ill
There will be loving friends to wait my coming
To stretch a hand and draw me home to thee
And kindly kin who have gone on
Before me
Paul Selfe
JOHN BROWN
John Brown was born on the 18th April 1947
in a village near Stafford. Living with his
parents and his younger sister Gill, John came
from a long family line of grocers and
shopkeepers. His father’s business around
growing produce would also follow John in his
later years. A move to London as a young adult
and the beginning of a long trade as a
plumber, John resided for many years near to
High Wycombe, Buckinghamshire. It was here
in the later part of the 1980s that John met
Sue and had a son, Andrew.
After living in the north part of the
Cotswolds for a short while, just before
Christmas in 1991, John along with Sue and Andrew moved to Middleton-on-theHill, just east of Leominster. However, it was the move to Westgate on the west
end of the village which would be the longest that John had resided anywhere
and his final home. With a little help from some friends, John transformed the
site at Westgate, especially removing many old trees with the help of Bill
Blatchford’s skill with a chainsaw and an old tractor. John continued his trade as
a plumber and many properties locally have been fitted with his handiwork –
John took great pride in his work, even to the point of making it look visually
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pleasing where it would seldom be seen. Many properties he worked on locally
are still running with the plumbing and heating systems he put in.
John was also always a sociable character – known at The Cross when he
was younger as well as at village events, it was only in his later years that he
slowed down on such activities, favouring outdoor activities such as his gardening
and walking. Indeed, many locally will have been given beans and other
vegetables by John from the abundance he grew. As well, with John’s county of
birth being a county full of inventors and industry, John was always finding
creative means to solving problems around the home in his garage. He was also
especially fond of making items of furniture at home, as well as learning to use
the internet and computer from scratch at 60.
Unfortunately, John’s health declined in recent years and he passed
away peacefully on New Year’s Day 2021 at home. Many thanks for all of the
good wishes received, they’re much appreciated, and John would have been
really happy to have known how well liked he was. John was laid to rest at the
Humber Woodland of Remembrance, near Risbury, Leominster.
Andrew and Sue Brown
JOY BRANDON
My dear mother, Joy Brandon, passed away recently at the grand old age of 97.
Although Mum lived in Weobley for the last 12 years of her life, she had many
connections to Eardisland.
Back in 1940 with the bombing around London increasing, my
grandfather (Ronnie Brandon) decided that his family would be safer somewhere
in the country. And an advert in The Lady magazine led them to West End
cottage in Eardisland, which in those days was a little two up, two down with an
outside WC. So, in the summer of 1940 my grandmother Jo Brandon moved
down with my mum, and her sister Pam (now Pam Bengry). They remembered it
as a very safe, friendly, welcoming village, and had a lovely a sense of freedom,
running around the fields. Initially the sisters went to commercial college in
Hereford, but a year later when Mum was 18, she joined the Women’s Land
Army, along with her cousin Bet (who became Bet Griffiths, Nun House Farm),
who’d also moved from Surrey to Eardisland by then. The pay was the princely
sum of 15 shillings a week, but the duties soon took mum away from Eardisland,
although not too far, as she was mainly based in the hostel in Weobley.
After the war Mum moved back to Surrey with my father, Richard
Martin, who joined my grandfather’s electrical wholesaling business. But we
made many enjoyable weekend trips back to Eardisland, staying at Nun House
with Bet and Bill, and my cousins Mandy (now Mandy Vernon), Martin and Mike.
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Then in the 1980’s Mum came back down to Eardisland, initially staying in a
caravan at Nun House, before moving into Thistlewell Cottage for a number of
years, going on to live in Hope under Dinmore, and then Moreton on Lugg. But
still the connections to Eardisland remained strong as my aunt Pam and Uncle Gil
had also moved back to the village. Later, by then well into her 70’s, Mum began
probably the happiest decade of her life, when she was living with her partner
Lionel Goodchild at Arrow Green, where there was always lots of socialising, with
so many friends and family visiting.
So, thank you Eardisland, for being a such a good home to many
members of my family over 8 decades, and of course continuing with Mandy and
Hugh at the Oaks, and my stepbrother Stephen still visiting to stay at Arrow
Green.
Written by Paul (Joy’s son)
MARGARET WHITE
I have heard from John Hope that Margaret White died at the start of this year.
She lived at Downwys in Lower Hardwick for some 40 years and was an active
member of the community. Towards the end of her life she lived in a care home,
St Nicholas House, near Bishop’s Castle at Churchstoke.
Ed.
PARISH COUNCIL (PC) UPDATE:
1. As you’ll be aware, the Parish Council is currently meeting virtually via Zoom
and this is likely to continue for some time, following the advice from the
National Association of Local Councils. We realise this means it is difficult for
some parishioners to attend meetings, but we hope that you will bear with
us, as we continue to work for everyone’s safety during the ongoing Covid
situation.
2. The PC has launched the Eardisland Flood Response Plan (EFRP) and sent it to
all households. We hope that more parishioners will be willing to volunteer
for the Response teams within the Plan and take an active part in the parish
flood response. We need residents who do not have major flood issues
themselves and who are fit and able to undertake physical jobs to help those
who are vulnerable eg. lifting furniture, cleaning out after flooding etc. Please
join this vital parish response. Please contact the Parish Clerk by email
parish.clerk@eardisland-pc.gov.uk if you are able to volunteer.
3. Congratulations to Hugh Vernon who was awarded the British Empire Medal
in the New Year’s Honours list for his service to Eardisland community
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4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

through his leadership of and work on the Eardisland Memorial Walks project.
Very well deserved!
Speedwatch – We need you! Once Covid restrictions allow, the Speedwatch
Group will relaunch with up-to-date, much lighter equipment. Please contact
the Clerk if you are willing to give a couple of hours a month for this vital
initiative. 15 drivers were logged with speeds between 36 and 42 miles per
hour during the last few sessions that were undertaken, when the speed limit
is 30mph and the road is narrow with sharp bends! Just the presence of
Speedwatch volunteers helps to reduce speed, but everyone who is logged
during sessions is contacted by the police – this initiative works! Please help
us.
The Police and Crime Commissioner has a new initiative ‘We Don’t Buy Crime’
which involves parishioners in an area marking moveable, and therefore more
easily stolen, property with Smartwater. The Commissioner will fund 25% of
the Smartwater kits if the parish council will fund the rest (about £1,600).
However, the initiative is only effective as a deterrent if 70% of households in
the area have property marked. Please contact the Parish Clerk on
parish.clerk@eardisland-pc.gov.uk or 07789 322771 if you are interested in
this project. We can only go ahead if enough people want to take part, so far
only 5 households have said they are interested.
The new parish council website can be accessed at www.eardisland-pc.gov.uk
with the community website continuing to provide all other information at
www.eardisland.org.uk.
GDPR requires people to give positive consent for the parish council to hold
personal data and to allow you to receive emails. Please contact the Clerk if
you wish your name and data to be removed from the list for news alerts.
The following planning applications have been considered or noted since
November: P203262/F, Hay Cottage, Lynch Court, HR6 9AR – Retrospective
application for the conversion of a single storey rural building to a dwelling –
objected on following grounds: retrospective application; not submitted
heritage statement (non-conformity with NDP policy E2); no ecology
assessment; no highways report and incorrect information given that 6
dwellings serviced by driveway when actually 8 and application makes 9;
inadequate flood risk assessment; application should have registered as
needing to demonstrate adequate capacity to use existing septic tank and
appropriate soakaways particularly in current phosphate crisis and
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management of storm drainage to ensure flood risk not exacerbated for
others; if no building regulations approval, expected that requisite conditions,
restrictions and construction detailing be retrospectively applied by Building
Control if application approved; no assessment or information if floor levels
raised or increased flooding from climate change addressed as required by
NPPF; other buildings available on site more suited to conversion and in Flood
Zone 1; new oil tank fitted in Flood Zone 3 increasing risk of oil contamination
added to sewage contamination in flood; no pavement to walk to village,
prospective application could have allowed discussion with neighbouring
properties to address issue; submitted drawings dated 2018 and of suitable
standard for planning approval, consider had sufficient time to prepare
documents for full planning application before work and occupation
commenced. Noted P202735/U, Fairfield, Pembridge, HR6 9JY – Proposed
certificate of lawfulness for the continued use of Fairfield without compliance
with condition 3 of planning permission 13627 and condition 3 of planning
permission 89893 - agricultural occupancy conditions – Certificate of
Lawfulness issued. Noted P201657/F, Shobdon and Hangar Poultry Units,
Shobdon, HR6 9JZ – Replacement of all the old feed bins across the two
company broiler sites at Shobdon & Hangar Broiler Units - replacing the 2 x
16ton feedbins with 3 x 16ton feed bins (36 bins in total). Extension to
controlrooms on houses 2 & 4 at the Airfield Site to provide new viewing and
storage space – Approved with conditions. Noted P191398/F, Land at Court
House, Eardisland, HR6 9BW – Proposed new dwelling – Deemed withdrawal.
Noted not refused by ‘deemed withdrawal’ decision made by Planning
instead. For more details of comments made on applications – please contact
the Clerk.
9. The planned parish council meeting dates can be found in the diary of the
magazine. All meetings are currently by Zoom. Extra meetings will be held if
required to meet deadlines for response to planning applications and details
can be found on the notice boards and website. Meetings are open to the
public and a short time is allocated on the agenda to take questions or
comments from parishioners, in line with the council’s standing orders.
Alison Sutton
Parish Clerk
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SCAMS
Herefordshire Council’s Trading Standards Service has received intelligence to
suggest that a rogue company has targeted hundreds of local people recently
with the loft insulation scam. The telephone call is a ruse to send a commissiononly salesman who will pressure and deceive consumers into paying for
expensive and unnecessary spray foam loft insulation, costing up to £5000.
Replacing fibre glass insulation with spray foam insulation offers no additional
benefits.
“The council has a zero-tolerance policy on rogue trading and our Trading
Standards team will work tirelessly to crack down on anyone preying on
vulnerable residents. The sale of spray foam loft insulation is connected to the
sale of waterproof wall and roof coatings which are all common cold calling
scams, targeted at retired homeowners. We urge local residents to avoid
becoming a rogue trader victim simply by not engaging with any cold callers,
whether on the telephone or at the door.”
Sadly, Covid has seen the rise of many scams. Since the start of the year, Ruth and
I have received numerous calls supposedly from ‘Amazon’, ‘BT’, ‘Paypal’, et al.
claiming that something is wrong and, essentially, if we give them our bank
details, they will put it right.
Remember: no reputable organisation will ask personal details. For
example, why would your bank ask for your details because your account had
been hacked? After all, the bank already has your details. Be careful!
Ed.
HEREFORDSHIRE COUNCIL REPORT -- FROM YOUR LOCAL COUNTY COUNCILLOR:
ROGER PHILLIPS; rjphillips@herefordshire.gov.uk
Dear Residents
The past year with flooding and Covid has been a difficult one for us all and I
haven’t had the opportunity to see and speak to as many of you as I would like. I
send out a monthly email update of local information and weekly reports on the
Herefordshire Covid situation and if you would like to receive them please email
me and I will add you to the confidential list.
Throughout the year I have had a local campaign encouraging everyone to be
Nice Nosey Neighbours. We live in a beautiful part of world with a strong sense
of community, but we must look out for one another particularly at this time.
Stay well and safe everyone, be nice nosey neighbours and very best wishes for
2021.
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Fibre Optic Broadband
Residents will have seen various roadworks in our parishes installing fibre optic
broadband to over 95% of all households and businesses. Herefordshire Council
has long established partner companies to deliver fibre to the edge of as many
properties as possible giving access to first class world speeds of Broadband. The
fibre is usually laid in the verges of public highways but sometimes needs to cross
private land so some landowners will be contacted before the build begins.
Although these contracts are in opposition to BT in some difficult places the
government has forced BT to share their lines so we can access some isolated
houses. For several years I have been working with the officer team to get these
contracts built in my ward. The arrival of fibre optic broadband to your premises
is the equivalent of electricity and mains water to previous generations.
Shobdon was the first “build” in my ward followed by Pembridge and
their builds will be completed in 2021 to the rural sections including Hardwick,
Tywford and Broome. The Eardisland build is delayed and currently going through
a redesign. Eardisland is currently scheduled to begin in late 2021 and into 2022
but we need to keep a close eye on it. The planned build includes the village,
Broome, Burton and Lyme lanes, the Styches, Pigmore common and
Rydimoor. Information can be found on all aspects of the contract on Fastershire
website on https://www.fastershire.com/
Lawton Cross
Parishioners will know of the concern over the years about the Lawton Cross
junction and the high number of accidents that occurred there. The change of
priority and small roundabout was the best affordable option we could design to
help change behaviour at this sensitive site. The build which cost approx.
£230,000 took far too long and I was disappointed the 40 mph traffic order was
not advanced to be installed at the same time as the work was completed. We
will see over time how effective it has all been.
A44 Accident rates
Some time ago the Parish Council requested an extended 40 mph limit placed on
sections of the A44 from Monkland to Pembridge be considered. Recently we
have been reviewing this and I reported the five-year accident record. There have
been recorded 26 accidents from Leominster to Kington on the A44 during the
last five years including three fatalities at Monkland, Strathmore and Penrhos in
Lyonshall parish.
In Eardisland parish section there have been six accidents. On the 14th
December 2016 and 14th April 2018 at Legions Cross; 23rd July 2019 at Lower
Burton junction and three at Golden Cross. Reading the basic accidents reports,
driver error rather than speeding seems to have been the issue. The conclusion
from the figures is that rather than introduce an extended speed limit there
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should be more investment at the junctions particularly Golden Cross and
Bainstree Cross.
Contact details
Conditions in road surfaces always suffer during winter please report any
potholes and defects on highways or footpaths by phoning 01432 261800 or
www.herefordshire.gov.uk website.
Advice on submitting a planning application:
Adam.Lewis@herefordshire.gov.uk , or for planning enforcement contact
Samuel.Henton@herefordshire.gov.uk
Roger
MORTIMER MEDICAL PRACTICE PATIENT PARTICIPATION GROUP
The new Practice Manager Fiona Harper Is now in post. Gene Clark the former
manager is now Data Manager (part-time).
This year’s flu clinics showed a rise in uptake from previous years: 2668
flu vaccinations so far have been given. The general feedback from people
attending the flu clinics has been positive, quick and efficient but parking, traffic
and social distancing were the main cause for concern.
From November, the Practice will have a Clinical Pharmacist this will
help relieve some pressure on the GPs with medication reviews.
Sam, the present practice physiotherapist who deals mainly with
muscular skeletal injuries, now has the position of a First Contact Practitioner.
This will allow patients to book directly so eliminating the need for an initial
doctor’s appointment. Another physiotherapist will be recruited so no routine
physiotherapy appointments are lost. Patients have expressed concerns that
face-to-face appointments are not available. There are face-to-face slots every
day but current guidelines are that all must be telephone triaged before they can
be booked by doctors. The Practice has taken on an additional extra Locum to
help with surgeries.
COVID Vaccination Programme:
North and West Herefordshire started this roll out on 16th December at a HUB
situated at Bridge Street Sports Centre Leominster. Mortimer Medical Practice
share this HUB with 5 other practices in the area which are all working together
providing staff to deliver this important service. Patients will be sent a letter with
a link and information on how to book an appointment. At the moment, they are
concentrating on the most vulnerable elderly in society with under-lying health
conditions. Please do not turn up at the HUB unless you have an appointment as
you will be turned away. The Practice asks people not to telephone the surgery
14

about Covid vaccinations unless they have a concern or are having trouble
booking an appointment once a letter is received.
If you have any concerns or issues you would like me to raise via our
PPG please contact me.
Diane Lee, 01544 387685
LATE NEWS (AS OF 13/1/21): The Practice aim was to send letters but at the
moment they are given such short notice as to when they will receive a delivery
of the vaccine that they are now telephoning patients. Usually giving 3 days’
notice. They are following the Government’s priority vaccination guidelines.
EARDISLAND VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
It was with great sadness that we learned of the death of George Alderson last
year. George was the bookkeeper for the Eardisland Village Hall Management
Committee for many years and will be sadly missed.
Even if you do not use the village hall, you know it is there. It is
something “we” have here in Eardisland. Thanks to the work of stalwart villagers
the hall was set up when the school closed, and many people had a hand in that
project. Fantastic volunteers have run the hall and contributed to its events over
the years: bless them all! It has had a history which reflects the spirit of this
parish.
However, none of us anticipated this phase of its history; to stand
virtually unused for a year whilst we are all locked down in our homes to a
greater or lesser extent.
The Parish Council has extensive plans for the refurbishment of the
village hall; it will be a more efficient building once the work is complete. Let us
all honour those who worked so hard in the past to get the hall set up and
running. Once the new normality emerges let us all rally round and bring the hall
back to the centre of events.
I will now get off my soapbox. Happy new year to everyone!
Carole Millin
For EVHMC
EARDISLAND DOVECOTE TRUST
The upstairs has been closed since the March 2020 lockdown. It will remain so
until normal life returns, after which initiatives to mount new exhibitions will
resume. We thank all our devotees for their patience.
Hugh Vernon
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EARDISLAND SHOP COMMITTEE REPORT
Eardisland Shop Committee would like to thank all the volunteers who have
helped the shop to continue to serve the local community throughout 2020 and
now into 2021. Because of their much-appreciated support we have been able to
stay open for at least two hours every day since the end of the first lockdown.
We would like to express our gratitude to a very efficient and obliging
firm, called Total Produce, who stepped up to supply us during February and
March when local businesses had to temporarily close.
The shop accepted the government grant of £10000 offered in Spring
2020 and some of it was used to reorganise and equip the shop space to keep it
as safe as possible for both volunteers and customers.
A very special thank you to Lynn and Chris Evans who gave so much time
and energy to the shop from the day they arrived in the village. They both
contributed so much, including taking on the demanding role of Treasurer,
organising and maintaining the soft fruit and the veg deliveries, researching the
marquee and sound system, laminating all the notices, not to mention the
invaluable moral support and wise advice that saw us through several potential
crises! They will be sorely missed, as will Pickle, who so much enjoyed sitting on
the wall eating ice cream. We wish them a very happy retirement in Wales with
their family.
Thank you also to Reg Curtis for taking on the role of Chairman of the
ECS from 2019 to October 2020 and guiding us through the first lockdown and
the resulting challenges we faced.
In October Margaret Milchard, Val Carr and Kathy Prosser were
welcomed onto the committee, contributing greatly to the successful running of
the shop.
Our gratitude and appreciation must also be expressed to Lou Lauden.
He has turned up EVERY single day as usual throughout 2020 at 6.30 am, through
rain, wind, and coronavirus to check in the newspapers! This makes David’s job of
allocating the newspapers far easier and quicker.
We must also thank our current suppliers who have kept us well stocked
through all the difficult times since April, notably Parry’s, Central Bakery, Country
Flavours and Teme Dairy. Thanks to them we have regular deliveries of fresh
bread, dairy products, eggs and very good quality fruit and veg.
The shop will stay open for two hours during the current lockdown as
long as we still have volunteers who feel safe enough to continue.
The Share a Care helpline remains available, 9.00am to 5.00pm Monday
to Friday – 01544 388066 or 01544 388097 to help with problems local people
may encounter.
Sue Wallis
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It's the time of year when the EVS committee usually put
together and release the schedule for the Village Showbut who knows where we'll be in September! If we're
able to have a Village Show this year, then we will be
using the schedule from the 2020 show that was
cancelled. This can be found on the village Facebook
page or by contacting me on jo.evhmc@yahoo.com. If
you have a trophy from the 2019 show then please either
continue to hold on to it (no doubt, in pride of place on your mantelpiece!) or
drop it back with me.
Wishing you all a very happy and more normal year!
Jo and the EVS committee
SPRING LITTER PICK
The Spring Litter Pick is planned for about 10am on Saturday 27th March 2021.
We will obviously be adhering to any COVID-19 restrictions in place at that time
but would hope that it will be possible for pairs or small groups to work together
to cover the village and surrounding roads.
More details nearer the time. Thanks to Connops we can provide
grabbers and hi-vis tabards as well as black sacks, but those taking part may wish
to bring their own protective gloves.
Ben Woodcock
COMMUNITY GARDEN
The Community Garden has spent the winter safely tucked up under a layer of
horse manure.
It looks like we will unfortunately be working under some sort of COVID19 restrictions for at least the first part of the growing season, but we managed
last year so no reason we can’t do it again! The garden was set up with the aim of
providing enjoyment to all members of the community so we would really like to
get as many people involved this year as possible. If you have small children or
grandchildren, or just enjoy a bit of weeding it’d be great to see you.
The first task is getting as many seedlings growing as possible. We had a
lot of support last year from people planting out seeds in trays and looking after
them in their own garden or greenhouse, and hope to do the same again. Packs
of seeds, trays and compost will be available in March and publicised on the
village noticeboard and Facebook page.
Hopefully by the time we’re planting out seedlings in May we can meet
up in larger numbers.
Ben Woodcock
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EARDISLAND W.I.
Happy New Year to all from Eardisland WI.
Activity in the Eardisland WI has remained very quiet over the last
couple of months. However, as with the start of any year, new resolutions at WI
national level have been proposed for members to review and vote on.
A formal AGM is to be scheduled shortly; a new treasurer is sought as Liz
Lever would like to stand down in 2021. The committee would like to thank her
for all the excellent work she has done in recent years. Anyone wishing to join
the WI or the committee please let either Wendy Priday or Rita Kirby know. A
new programme for 2021 will be planned to start later in the year, hopefully in
the spring. In the meantime, options to join zoom-based lectures, presentations
and quizzes will be sent to members regularly for them to join if they wish.
Helen Kirkham
Eardisland WI - Secretary
EARDISLAND MEMORIAL WALKS
During the pandemic, it’s become increasingly recognized how walking in the
countryside is beneficial for our mental health and general well-being. Judged by
sales of guides, people have been out and about enjoying our 13 circular
memorial walks during the autumn months, and this is substantiated by positive
feedback.
Now is the time to slide about a bit on muddy surfaces, and it is useful
to keep to the 1m path across fields and 1.5m around them, which helps to
define the rights of way. It also helps landowners who will be ensuring paths are
suitably repaired after last autumn’s ploughing.
With time on many of our hands, it’s worth contemplating the day-long
Pte Thomas Cook 16-mile walk. He lived at Garden Cottage for a time and worked
as a messenger boy around the village. He joined the Territorial Army in 1913 and
by 1915 he was serving with the 1/1st Battalion, The Herefordshire Regiment.
On 9th August 1915, during the Gallipoli campaign, the Battalion landed
at Sulva Bay. Wading ashore as part of the assault, Thomas was severely
wounded and evacuated to a Field Hospital, where he died from wounds the next
day. Thomas was 18 years old.
Buying a guide from the shop or either pub is recommended. Pte
Thomas Cook’s memorial walk (Walk 7) leads you up Lyme Lane. Follow the
waymarks to pass his memorial gate and follow the waymarked path to Shobdon.
Continue up to the Mortimer Trail and turn right (east) - on to Covenhope - then
cross the hill to Aymestrey. If circumstances allow, you might stop at the
Riverside Inn, then by roughly following the line of the River Lugg to Kingsland,
return home via Shirl Heath. Take some lunch.
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Any comments or interest in the project please get in touch:
contact@EardislandMemorialWalks.org.uk
Hugh Vernon
CHURCH MATTERS
Priest-in-Charge:

Rev. Julie Read, The Rectory, Kingsland.
 07826 194400, rev.julie@hotmail.com
 01568 708255

Churchwarden

Liz Lever, 1 Arrow Barns, Eardisland
 01544 388157 leverfamily360@hotmail.com
Dian Cope, Downome, Eardisland.
 01544 388317
Richard Kirby
01544 388810
Mike Coleburn
 01544 388486
Annette Blyth
01544 388241
Avis Denny
01568 780874

Sacristan
Lay Co-Chair:
Treasurer:
Organist:
PCC Secretary:

NOTICE FROM THE CHURCHWARDENS, LIZ LEVER AND RICHARD KIRBY
During the Covid-19 pandemic lockdown, it is with regret that we inform the
parishioners of Eardisland that the church will be open for private prayers BUT
will NOT be holding ANY SERVICES until further notice, at least until the end of
January. There will be online services provided on the village webpage as during
the first lockdown last year.
Eardisland - Church of St Mary the Virgin
Funerals will be possible with consultation with Rev Julie Read, telephone 01568
708255, according to the government guidelines.
FROM JULIE READ
May I wish you all a healthy and happy new year. I think those sentiments are
more heart-felt than in previous years given the extreme times the country finds
itself in at this time. As the churchwardens have let you know, we are going back
online for our Sunday prayers, and although the Church is open for private
prayer, we are avoiding gathering together to keep as safe as we can during this
third lockdown. We can hold funerals in line with the COVID regulations and
please do contact me if you need assistance in this way.
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My thanks go to all who helped make the church look so special over the
Christmas Season with the flower arrangements and the Crib that had been re
painted over the first lockdown by Mavis Tantrum – one of the blessings that
have come out of the lockdowns. For Michael, Rosemary and Annette who
prepared much of the worship my thanks for all your dedication and thought.
I am missing being with you all and am aware of a number that I haven’t
seen for many months as you safely stay indoors and away from harm. My hopes
and prayers are that the roll-out of the vaccination will make a difference and
that gradually in a couple of months we can emerge from our hiding places.
Keep on doing the things that give life, take a day at a time, keep on
praying to support and uphold those in greatest need today. And may the light of
Christ be with you to guide you through these January days.
Every blessing
Julie
EARDISLAND IN BLOOM
I’d like to start this column by paying tribute to Chris Evans, one of our E Team
members, who left the village a couple of months ago for a new life over the
border in Wales. Despite living in Eardisland for only around five years, Chris,
together with his wife Lynn, were known to most parishioners, throwing
themselves into the voluntary sector, quickly becoming shop stalwarts. Chris is a
keen gardener, and his considerable knowledge was keenly tapped. He rarely
missed a Thursday morning gardening session, simply got on with what needed
doing and during spells of drought was out any day of the week with a hose pipe,
ensuring the plants received a drink. Lynn and Chris will be very sadly missed by
us and the community.
Obviously 2020 was a difficult year for In Bloom, with several members
shielding. However, basic maintenance was continued, and the planters and
borders were kept looking reasonable. It appears we will be facing similar
problems again this year, but hopefully with a little help, the same will apply.
It will come as no surprise that we have already cancelled the annual
Plant Sale, due to be held in May, although, as Ben Woodcock has written
elsewhere, a litter pick is planned for Saturday 27th March, subject to national
guidelines.
I’d like to thank those of you who generously filled the wooden boxes
left on a bench near the dovecote, with both apples and pears. These were
eagerly snapped up and raised valuable money for In Bloom funds.
I have had one or two kind individuals ask if we are ok for funds, the
answer is yes. We’ve been careful with monies raised over the years and have
sufficient funding for the immediate future. With very limited manpower major
projects which we had planned twelve months ago will be postponed, so
expenses will go towards plants and compost only.
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If you’re new to the village, or recently retired and have some spare
hours in your day (who doesn’t!) then In Bloom, commonly known as the E Team,
might interest you. We are a very small group and getting smaller, who meet
each Thursday morning, with the aim of keeping the public spaces in the village
looking presentable. If you think you could help, we’d love to hear from you, just
call me on 388097 for a chat.
Phil Milchard
HARRY DAVIES 100 YEARS OLD
In 1993 an oral history group was formed in Eardisland. The aim was to try
to uncover stories and memories from those who had some longstanding
connections with the village. One of those interviewed was Harry Davies
who was born in June 1920. It is therefore with great pleasure to recall the
details he provided then, having now achieved his 100th birthday.
I was fortunate to interview Harry in 1993. He was then the gardener in Arrow
Lawn and was happy to reminisce about his memories of growing up in
Eardisland in the 1920s and 1930s. He had such detailed recollections of
operating the cider press in the barn in Arrow Lawn, that we were able to include
him describing this when we made our third film about Eardisland’s social history
in 2006.
The beauty of talking to someone like Harry and others with deep roots in an
area, is that it is possible to build up a picture of the social life of a place, over
time for which there may be no other written details. For example, who was in
the cricket team during his youth? Who was the shepherd who lived near Lynch
Court? Who ran the shop on the riverbank? Where was the village reading room?
What were the teachers like? Who ran the village garage? The stories told meld
with each other to produce a fascinating picture of what it was like to have been
living through a particular period, to learn about the social changes which have
occurred and learn more about significant personalities who lived in Eardisland.
Harry was born in 1920 in Bearwood (once within the parish of Eardisland, but
later redistributed to Pembridge parish). He said, “I worked for a long time in
Burton Court when Mrs. Clowes (Lady of the Manor) was living there”. (The
Clowes family came in 1862.) Harry explained that her husband Peter had died in
1925 and her son, Warren, was killed in 1918. He said, “She was considered quite
a disciplinarian by some, but I always found that she was alright with the men
and the boys but she didn't get on so well with the women and girls on her staff.
She led them a pretty dance.. There was Joe King and me taken on about the
same time in 1934; she never called us by our names but always referred to us as
‘my two boys..' She was tall and could ride a horse, too. She was the main stay of
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the church...always took the front seat.” (Another respondent I spoke to said that
on arrival in the church Mrs. Clowes always placed flowers in memory of her son
in a wall vase.) Harry said, “It was sad to see her after the war in decline.. I went
back there but only stayed about twelve months... in the last months of her life in
1949 she lived on nothing but fruit..”
Harry was at school in the village until he was 14 when he went to Burton
Court to become a gardener there. He had vivid recollections of the school and
the Headmaster, Tom Wood. He said, “It was Tommy Wood, the school master
who got me my first job up there, five shillings a week, in 1934. Before that, when
I used to go to school, I used to milk three cows, night and morning with Mr.
Williams, up here. I earned three shillings a week and my tea. I did that from
about the age of 11 until I went up to Burton Court where there was a lot of grass
to cut. We had mechanical mowers, but before the Atco came, when I used to go
up there on a Saturday morning, washing the greenhouses out, they used to have
a horse with padded shoes, pulling a mower about…We always used clamps for
potatoes and carrots. We stacked them up in a small tump put some straw over
and gradually built up the soil all over. Anyone who had a cellar would keep them
there, we did at Burton Court. But if you didn't, then you used a clamp…Of course
for keeping things really cold we had ice boxes in Burton Court, full of big blocks
of ice, we had that brought in. So they killed their own sheep and stored the
meat.”
Harry was a keen sportsman. It certainly came as a surprise to me in 1993, to
learn from him and others that there had been a large sports field in Burton Lane
where cricket, football, bowls and tennis had been played for many years,
certainly whilst Harry and his friends were growing up. Subsequent research
uncovered the fact that cricket was first played there in 1866. Many of the names
that Harry recalled of his teammates through the late 1920s and 30s would reappear in other contexts as the research of the oral history group developed so
that we could see their roles and significance in village life.
Initially, the team first known as ‘The Burton Court Cricket Club’, drew players
mainly from the Clowes family and members of the local gentry and landowning
class, (as evidenced by examining the score book for the 1870s). In the 1930s it
had become ‘The Eardisland Cricket Club’. Then, players were drawn from within
the village and locality. Among the names Harry mentioned were-Frank Rogers,
who was in service in Burton Court; two Holts, father and son, who were
gamekeepers in Sytches Lane; Mr Robertson, head gardener at Burton Court;
Harry Mewies, whose family ran the White Swann; George Kay, who ran The
Cross Inn; Jim Kington, a farmer at Grove Farm. Tom Wood, the school master,
was captain for many years and was described by Harry as a very good bowler.
Harry himself opened the batting.
Recalling those days, Harry said, “There was an old pavilion under the Lime tree
on the Burton Lane pitch. It was there for a good many years, until just after the
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war, I think. Then they pulled it down; we had our tea in there and there were
places to keep your bats and gear; and the Bowling Club members used it too.
Mrs. Clowes generously supplied the teas on Saturdays; she’d send someone
down in a cart with a load of wood to make a fire to boil the kettle for tea”. Our
historical research group subsequently discovered that the pavilion almost
certainly came from an old stable block building in Burton Court that was
demolished around the time the Clowes family arrived in 1862/3. Parts of it were
installed as a pavilion by 1904; there is a photograph showing it in use at this
time.
Harry remembered that “The last three to play for The Burton Court CC were
myself, John Smith and Bill Griffiths. I remember one match when we were
playing there, I was only about 12 or 13 perhaps and I was always the last one in,
the boy always came in last. I was in with George Kay, he was the publican then
of The Cross, and he was quite a good cricketer, and we were playing against
Lingen and we wanted 30 odd runs to win. I kept blocking and blocking and
blocking, and we eventually won by one wicket. Old George always remembered
me after that; I didn't get many runs.. I might have made one or two at the
most..” He added, “There were some good bowlers in the team; apart from Tom
Wood, there was Dennis Goulding and Wilfred Webb, two fast medium bowlers;
Holt as well .. Old Nash, he was a googly bowler; he could toss one up so that it
pitched, stopped and looked at you…he took a good many wickets like that.. I
seem to remember that Mr. Greenough, at Staick House, used to run a cricket
side on a Bank Holiday in Kingsland.”
Harry said, “I played until I was 42.. The work got a bit too much by then..
I was still playing in the 1950s and into the 1960s. I stopped about 1962. Then the
club gradually died out. There weren't many young ones joining...There was
myself, Bill Griffiths, the two Kay brothers, Tommy Rimmer, Allen Lewis, Bill
Blatchford, he was wicket keeper and a good one too. His wife Mary was scorer.
My friend John Smith played a bit before the war, but not much after..”
The interesting thing about Harry’s comments regarding the decline of the
club after the war is that the very same problem arose following the most recent
reincarnation of the cricket club between 1998-2010. It thrived whilst the older
generation was prepared to organise matches, teas and club finances; it declined
as soon as those players left the club with insufficient younger people coming to
fill their shoes. Interestingly, when a match to celebrate 100 years of village
cricket was played in 1996 on the original pitch, Harry, then 76, agreed to take
the first ball, bowled by his old friend and teammate, Bill Blatchford. It marked
the rebirth of village cricket which lasted for 10years. Harry recalled, too, that
there was once quite a successful Football Club in the village and Eardisland
played in a local league. But he said, “There's only a few people I can remember
who played: Jim Taylor, Arthur Davies, Tom Morris, the two Jones brothers; they
used to play on the Lyons Orchard, behind the bungalow, where the Bowling
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Green is now.” He explained “I started playing football in 1932... I was only
making up the team then, I was only a boy. They put me in when they were short
like, and my shorts would come down to my knees! I had the men’s shorts on! We
played against local teams but some further away such as Dolyhir, even went to
Rhymney Valley in South Wales.. We used the pubs to get changed in. The Club
had been in existence some time when I started playing. It finished off sometime
before the war, I think. Tom Morris was a very good goalkeeper, especially for a
small village...But it all finished when war came. It was run from The Cross.. The
sports field was ploughed up.” Interestingly there was also a tennis club that also
operated on the sport’s field and there is a photograph of tennis being played
there in about 1904.
Harry recollected some of the characters of his youth “There was ‘Cabbie’
Williams; he used to do all the carting from Kingsland railway station, including
the library books to the school. Then there was old Mr. Gransmore, who owned
the garage in the village. (This operated until the mid-1970s on the site of the
forecourt of the Old Post Office.) He used to mend anything, old saucepans,
kettles, anything.. people didn't used to throw things away like they do
now...Things began to change after the war.. people who run shops now are not
like they used to be. We had two main shops in the village, one run by the Steads
in the centre of the village and one on the riverbank, run by Mr. Harvey. They
stocked everything you wanted or needed… They'd open at half past six in the
morning if you wanted something, now shops don't open till nine o'clock
regardless ….I remember when Harvey was there, we used to get a lot of lolly
pops in those days and I don't know whether they had been rescued from a flood
and had got a bit washed but he used to give all us boys these lolly pops….they
used to treat us really well, Harvey and Stead...old Mr. Harvey used to call every
boy 'Joe', that's how he got the name ‘Joe’ Harvey; that wasn't his name at all;
but he was a decent auld boy. He organised Cocoa Concerts to raise funds for the
school to provide pupils with cups of cocoa at break time). And after Mr. Harvey
came ‘Pikey’ Jones who was always fishing in the river. We also had a bit of a
butcher’s shop run by Leslie Bagley, that was where the old Blacksmith's shop
was, opposite The White Swan”.
Harry spoke of another character named ‘Snowy’ Mond. “He was a shepherd
at The Lynch who sometimes played for our cricket team if we were short. He
was a bit of a jack of all trades, including poaching. Then there was old Stan
Williams; he used to run a bike shop in the village…He used to keep all the spares
and keep us going, up behind where the garage was. He used to work on odd jobs
round the Burton Court estate. I think he cut hair as well. Then there was John
Smith whose dad had a smallholding at West End; I was great pals with him when
we were at school. He was always looking for business even then. There used to
be an old postman’s hut up by the entrance to Lynch Court then owned by the
Glazebrooks, and there was a little orchard along the left-hand side of the road
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...a lot of trees there now. Well, there was a postman's hut in the far corner
where the postman used to come to have his bait; he used to ride a bike in those
days, and John Smith took it over and he used to sell garden seeds; then he turned
it into a bicycle shop; then he brought it down to his place in the finish; he used to
have an eye to business when he was a boy…He went on to have a successful
apple business. There were some characters in those days. There was Ranter
Jack, an old boy who lived in the mill. I used go down to help him lift the bags on
the pulley there sometimes; he was almost blind, but he ran the mill and he used
to keep a couple of pigs in the back here. Eventually, he got so bad they had to
take him to the workhouse in Weobley. And of course we had an AA man: Harry
Gittoes used a motor cycle and was based at Legion Cross.” (He rescued the AA
box that is now on display by placing it in his garden when he got wind that it was
going to be demolished and it is now thought to be one of the rarest boxes in the
country.)
Harry explained that he made use of the Reading Room (once the old
Grammar School, on the bridge). This was converted into a village facility by Mr.
John Clowes of Burton Court, in 1876. It continued in this use until 1936 when he
sold it. Harry said, “I remembered using the old Reading Room quite often. There
used to be steps up from the road to the top storey; we used to go up to play
whist … we never gambled; there'd be club nights when we’d just play cards and
have a chat. Tommy Wood and lots of others including the vicar, used to go up
there for that purpose. In the school days we had cookery classes up there once a
week… That's where Tommy Wood told me off when we were playing whist... I
revoked, see – failed to follow suit - and he took three tricks off me and said
“that's the best way to learn-'' I'll always remember that, it was a social thing- my
friends the Holts used to go there. We boys weren’t much interested in
reading…we preferred the games.”
In 1939 Harry was called up and served throughout the war. He explained, “I
was away for seven years for war service. We joined the territorial, some of us did
in 1938, and when we got called up we thought we'd all be together...I was called
up with Frank Smith of the Leen in Pembridge. We went down to Abergavenny
first, then we went to Ireland after a couple of months, then we came back after
nine months, back to Monmouth Race Course, in 1941. Then we went to
Colchester. London 56 division, we went to Bazzra, twelve weeks at sea, right
round the Cape and up the Gulf. We were there about 5 months and then up to
the 8th Army, for about 6 months; then across to Salerno” (In September 1943,
Salerno was the scene of Operation Avalanche, the invasion of Italy launched by
the allies). “Then, we went to the Bridge at Anzio. We were at the bridgehead for
a couple of months”. (The battle of Anzio took place from January 22nd , 1944 to
June 5th , 1944 ending with the capture of Rome).
“Then on to Egypt for a rest then back to Italy.. seven and a half years.. Single
men were always the last to get out. We signed on for another twelve months,
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and got sent back to Woolwich...that's where I finished up.. with the Artillery, we
were the first regiment to have the 25 pounders... I remember some of the men
killed in the second war from the village...There was Stanley Farmer. He was quite
a bit older than me and young Buster, as we called him, Donald Clayton. He was
the first to go; a wonderful sportsman, full of life...he was a boy in the Navy, he
was the first to go from Eardisland... a wonderful young fellow he was into
everything...He went down with his ship in the channel”. Like so many men
involved in war Harry did not wish to go into further detail but recalled how on
returning to Eardisland he went back to work at Burton Court, but left in 1949.
He said “When I left Burton Court in 1949, I went to the Arkwright’s at the Court
House. They used to be agents for Burton Court. Then I worked for Glazebrook's
and Mrs Levick, at Lynch Court. Of course I kept pigs… in the old days they had a
man to kill the pigs in the village...most people kept a pig. Later I came to Arrow
Lawn”.
The views expressed by those we interviewed between 1993-95 on topics such
as the schoolteachers who taught there provides a fascinating rounded picture of
their character and significance. Harry recalled Tommy Wood the Head from
1901-1939 and his colleague Mrs. Davies who retired in 1948 married to the local
postmaster in Adlen House (now Rita’s tearoom). It is apparent that for some
Tom Wood was a strict but fair disciplinarian who was a fine teacher (with classes
of over 50 in some years). For others, his strict approach caused unhappiness and
fear. There seemed universal agreement that Mrs. Davies was loved by everyone.
But for Harry, Tommy Wood was a memorable teacher. He said, “I remember the
caning he used to give out - he was strict; he was a good disciplinarian and he
took part in everything, especially the cricket and bowls; he used to go in the pub
and the vicar would go in there and drink with him - they were great mates, him
and the vicar, Rev Birley…Yes, Tommy Wood was a real Edwardian character, a
moustache, breeches and long stockings...he was a fit man, keen sportsman and
he kept bees.. I used to help him with the bees sometimes, he was friendly. We’d
get on alright...we boys used to get caned by him for misbehaviour and he didn't
always have a very good name at the time by some, but looking back, when you
leave school you think he was a good auld boy. The one we used to like was Mrs.
Davies. Mrs. Annie Davies. She used to teach the infants. She was more like a
mother to us a bit kinder... we always used to call her Annie, of course not to her
face like. We had other teachers… there was Elsie Mainwaring, (probably an
assistant in training) she was there.. She had these long red pencils and you used
to get one in the back, you know...every so often if you messed about and it didn't
half hurt too. She was there for several years…” It was only long after Harry had
left school and Tom Wood and Mrs. Davies had died that there was a great
change in the turnover of teachers and the eventual closure of the school in 1979
for lack of pupils.
In our research, the oral history group was not proceeding in a nostalgic
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way for a golden past, rather we wished to see how changes that occurred in
day-to-day life were recalled and perceived by people of different generations.
Harry’s memories remain an important source of information regarding people
and places in Eardisland that he experienced from 1920. A lovely sense of
community clearly seemed to exist around the school, the shops, the sports’ field
and the personalities in the period he remembers. Fortunately, there is strong
evidence that it continues to thrive today but perhaps manifesting itself in
different ways to how once it did. It is impressive to think that there are now 20
organisations operating in the village which must serve to bind us into a thriving
community with many opportunities to meet and share our own recollections of
village life. Such community spirit has been of huge benefit during the present
pandemic crisis.
It is always a great privilege to talk at length to Harry, who recalled his
memories with a humorous gleam in his eye as he remembered some incident
from the distant past. We were fortunate to include him in our film about
Eardisland in 2006. Until the recent coronavirus epidemic, it was possible to
bump into Harry in Morrisons (he now lives close by) doing his shopping. Sadly,
he lost his wife Ivy in recent times. She was the daughter of a farmer at Sytches
Farm in Eardisland. Harry and Ivy met at Pembridge Fair on Valentine’s day in
1954 and were married for more than 65 years, receiving a message of
congratulations from the Queen. Even at his great age Harry has retained his
athleticism, no doubt arising from his years as a hard-working gardener. He could
be seen taking a walk of about two miles or more on most days, until his sight
began to fail. Then he took to walking 20 laps of his garden to compensate. Even
on a chance meeting he still enjoyed chatting about his days in Eardisland which
he recalled clearly. His recollections paint a lovely picture of days gone by and
which remain important for our understanding of the changing social life of our
community. On behalf of all in the parish, we send our many congratulations to
Harry Davies on achieving his 100th birthday.
Paul Selfe
EARDISLAND WEATHER REPORT
In September we had 43 mm (1.69 inches) of rain with temperatures
ranging from 15 to 28°C and barometer pressures ranging from 29.34 to 30.08.
River levels remained steady at 10 to 13 inches.
In October we had 127mm (5 inches) of rain mainly due to storm Alex on
nd
the 2 and storm Aiden on the 31st of October, both with strong winds.
Temperatures ranged from 12 to 17°C. Barometer pressures ranged from 29.0 to
30.0 and river levels were 10 to 20 inches.

27

In November we had 55mm (2.67 inches) of rain with temperatures
ranging from 8 to 15°C and the first frost of the year showing. Barometer
pressures ranged from 29.3 to 30.2 and river levels were 14 to 19 inches.
In December we had 145 mm (5.71 inches) of rain with storm Bella
appearing on the 26th. Barometer pressures ranged from 28.74 to 30.00 with
temperatures 8 to 15°C. River levels rose from 14 to 60 inches on the 26th.
Equivalent rainfalls recorded, total for 2019: 1066mm (42 inches), 2020
1047mm (41.25 inches).
Wishing everybody a happy and healthy New Year.
Doug Tantrum reporting from Kingfisher House.
SAMARITANS
Every six seconds somebody in the UK contacts Samaritans for help. Whether it’s
by phone, email or letter, Samaritan volunteers are available to support anyone
struggling to cope, 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.
Most people go through difficult times and contacting someone who
won’t judge about what’s troubling you, no matter how large or small the issue
feels, can really help.
Suicide is not inevitable, it is preventable, and we know that suicidal
thoughts are often temporary and can be interrupted, so finding our contact
details could make all the difference.
Samaritans Herefordshire Branch want to raise awareness of the 24/7
emotional support available, to as many people as possible in our local area
during this especially difficult time.
Phone free on 116 123, Email jo@samaritans.org
Write to: Freepost RSRB-KKBY-CYJK, Chris, PO Box 9090, Stirling FK8 2SA
In May 2020 Samaritans also launched a free Self-Help app to encourage people
to be kind to themselves and look after their emotional wellbeing. The app aims
to provide a means of accessing support for people who may struggle to use
Samaritans’ listening service or find it difficult to express how they are feeling
when talking to someone. Visit selfhelp@samaritans.org to try out or download
the new web-based app and find out more.
If you might be able to lend a hand in Herefordshire by displaying
posters or contact cards please get in touch with:
Herefordshire Samaritans Outreach
44a Berrington Street, Hereford, HR4 0BJ
Email: outreach.director@herefordshire-samaritans.org
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CONTACTS
Editorial:

CHRIS BIVAND
Arrow Bank, Eardisland, Leominster, HR6 9BT

01544 – 388375
Email: chrisbivand@gmail.com

Advertising:

PATRICIA GILL

01544 – 388757
Email: parishads@btinternet.com

Distribution Manager:

BARRY FREEMAN

01544 - 388226

Website:

BEN WOODCOCK
ben@eardisland.org.uk

This edition of the Eardisland Parish Magazine was printed by:
Leominster Community Resource Centre
© Published and copyright: Eardisland Parish Council 2021
Views expressed are those of individual contributors and not necessarily those of
Eardisland Parish Council. The Eardisland Parish Magazine is published by
Eardisland Parish Council without inserts. The Eardisland Parish Magazine is
posted online in pdf format on the village website: www.eardisland.org.uk.
Eardisland Parish Council has appointed Cllr. ELAINE HARPER as the member
responsible for the Magazine. Elaine may be contacted on  01544 388274.
Under the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) individuals must give
positive consent for their personal data to be held and published. Both the parish
council and the community website have a responsibility to comply with the
GDPR. Therefore, by actively submitting an article for publication in the parish
magazine, you are giving positive ongoing consent for your data to be held and
published in the magazine in paper and online format. Please contact the
magazine editor if this is not acceptable to you.

Copy date for the next edition of the Eardisland Parish Magazine:

FRIDAY 5th MARCH 2021
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